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ADVERTISEMENT. 


\ LTHOUGH  copious  and  well-executed  Hiftories  of  several 
Counties  have  been  published,  and  although  the  Britannia 
of  the  learned  Camden  has  been  univerfally  and  juftly  regarded  as 
an  excellent  work  relating  to  the  kingdom  at  large ; }mt  as  the 
former,  betides  being  for  the  moil  part  very  fcarce,  are  moreover  fo 
bulky,  as  to  form  of  themfelves  a library  of  no  incontiderable  extent; 
and  as  the  Britannia  gives  only  a general  view  of  each  county ; it 
appeared  to  us  that  there  was  fiill  room  for  a work,  which  fhould 
contain  an  account  of  each  paritli,  in  a compreffed  form,  and  ar- 
' ranged  in  an  order  convenient  for  reference. 

Thefe  contiderations  have  given  rife  to  the  following  work,  in 
which  all  matters  that  would  readily  admit  of  fuch  an  arrangement 
are  reduced  under  diftin£t  heads ; and  the  brief  account  of  the 
defcent  of  property,  and  other  local  particulars  in  each  parifh, 
are  claffed  alphabetically  ; and  we  have  endeavoured  rather  to 
make  ourfelves  clearly  underftood,  than  to  difplay  a more  orna- 
mented ftyle,  which  we  conceived  lefs  adapted  to  a work  of  this 
kind.  With  refpe6t  to  the  plates,  we  have  fele&ed  fuch  fubjects  as 
prefented  the  greateft  variety,  and  appeared  to  us  to  be  the  molt 
interefting ; and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  executed,  will  be  found  adequate  to  convey  an  accurate 
idea  of  the  objects  intended  to  be  reprefented  *. 

* A fet  of  finifned  engravings  of  views  feledted  from  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Berks,  and  Bucks, 
executed  by  the  late  Mr.  William  Byrne,  from  drawings  by  the  belt  mailers,  are  publiihed  by 
Meffrs.  Cadell  and  Davies,  at  the  fame  time  with  this  volume. 
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viii  ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  materials  from  which  this  work  has  been  compiled,  inde- 
pendently of  thofe  derived  from  the  beft  printed  authorities,  have 
been  drawn  from  the  following  tburces  ; 1ft,  Ancient  Records  and  Ma- 
nufcripts  preferved  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  and  in  various  publick 
offices ; particularly  from  that  inexhauftible  treafure  of  antient 
hiftorical  evidences,  his  Majefty’s  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
which  we  have  had  the  advantage  of  confulting  at  all  times,  and 
the  Records  of  the  Augmentation  office,  to  which  we  have  had 
free  accefs  through  the  liberality  of  John  Caley  cfq.  which  we 
have  experienced  on  former  occafions  ; our  thanks  are  alfo  due  to 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Rofe,  to  Robert  Gray  efq.  Richard  Gray  efq. 
and  Robert  Harper  efq.  for  the  permiffton  they  have  given  us  to 
confult  any  of  the  records  at  the  Chapter-houfe  Weftminfter,  the 
Duchy  of  Cornwall  office,  the  Auditors  of  the  Land-Revenue  office, 
and  the  Duchy  of  Lancafter  Office;  and  to  Ralph  Bigland  efq. 
Norroy  King  at  Arms,  Francis  Townfcnd  efq.  Windfor-Herald,  and 
George  Naylor  efq.  York-Herald,  for  the  readinefs  with  which 
they  have  furniftied  us  with  fuch  information  as  we  ftood  in  need  of 
from  the  College  of  Arms  : and,  2dly,  Perfonal  Surveys  in  each  county, 
where  we  have  acquired  much  valuable  information,  particularly 
from  the  Clergy  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  profeffion  of  the  Law,  to 
whom  our  acknowledgments  are  due  for  their  ready  aftiftance.  We 
are  alfo  much  indebted  to  the  Lords  Bifhops  of  Lincoln  and  Sarum, 
for  their  kind  aftiftance  in  their  refpedtive  diocefes,  in  which  the 
three  Counties  contained  in  this  volume  are  included  ; and  to  the 
Lord  Bifhop  of  Cloyne  for  his  valuable  communications  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  Roman  Roads  and  Stations  in  each  county. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  given  fome  obfervations  on  the  archi- 
tedture  of  the  middle  ages  in  our  General  Introduction,  but  we  con- 
ceived that  they  might  be  better  introduced  in  the  next  volume, 
where  we  ftiall  have  an  opportunity  of  referring  to  fome  excellent  ex- 
amples of  different  ftyles,  taken  from  Ely  Cathedral.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  in  the  prefent  volume  we 

have 


ADVERT  ISEM  E N T. 


IX 


have  called  the  architedture  of  our  ancient  buildings,  in  which  the 
circular  arch  is  the  moft  ftriking  charadteriftick,  by  the  general 
name  of  Saxon,  that  being  the  appellation  by  which  it  is  belt  im- 
derftood,  and  not  having  hitherto  difcovered  any  difference  fuffici- 
ently  ftriking  to  conilitute  a diftindt  ftyle:  we  have  alfo  in  con- 
formity to  general  ufage,  called  that  ftyle,  of  which  the  pointed 
arch  is  the  leading  feature,  Gothic;  as,  however  inappropriate 
the  term  may  be  if  we  regard  its  etymology,  it  is  in  our  opinion 
better  to  employ  it,  functioned  as  it  is  by  common  ufe,  than  to 
. adopt  either  of  thofe  which  have  been  propofed  in  its  ftead,  and 
which  are  not  fo  generally  underftood.  In  our  General  Introduc- 
tion we  have  not  enlarged  on  the  early  Hiftory  of  Britain,  that 
fubjedt  having  been  fully  treated  of  by  preceding  writers  ; and,  being 
in  our  opinion,  more  immediately  connected  with  an  hiftorical  than 
a topographical  work. 

A longer  fpace  of  time  has  been  occupied  in  collecting  materials 
for  this  volume  than  we  had  expedted  : this  however  will  not  occafion 
much  furprife  when  it  is  confidered  that  there  are  no  hiftories  either 
of  Bed  ford  fh  ire,  Berkfhire,  or  Buckinghamftiire;  and  that  though  the 
prefent  work  is  much  compreffed,  the  collections  made  for  it  were 
nearly  the  fame  as  for  fo  many  County-hiftories.  Various  altera- 
tions in  the  ftate  of  property,  and  other  particulars,  have  doubtlefs 
occurred  fiuce  its  commencement  : fuch  as  have  come  to  our  know- 
ledge are  noticed  at  the  end  of  the  volume;  and  for  the  reft,  as 
well  as  for  fuch  errors,  as  are  almoft  infeparable  from  a work  of 
this  kind,  whatever  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  them,  we  rely  on 
the  candour  and  indulgence  of  the  public. 
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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION. 


CAMDEN,  fpeaking  of  the  Etymology  of  the  word  Britain , with  great 
juftice,  feems  to  doubt  the  poffibility  of  coming  at  the  truth,  “ buried 
deep  as  it  is  in  the  obfcurity  of  ages.”  It  is  certain  that  no  fucceeding  writer 
has  given  any  fatisfa&ory  explanation  of  the  word  j but  it  is  the  general  opinion 
of  the  learned,  that  it  is  of  Celtic  origin. 

The  early  hiftory  of  Britain  is  involved  in  fo  much  fabulous  obfcurity,  that  there 
is  nothing  on  which  we  can  place  any  reliance  as  an  hiftorical  fact,  till  the  arrival 
of  the  Romans  ; who  found  this  ifland  divided  into  34  different  tribes,  feventeen  of 
which  occypying  that  part  of  it  now  called  Scotland,  according  to  Ptolemy  were 
the  Caledonii , Canta , Careni , Carnonacts , Cerones , Cornavii , Creones , Damnii , Epidii , 
Logi , Merits,  No-v  antes,  Selgova,  Texali , Vacomagi , Venicontes , and  the  Gadeni , 
whofe  territories  feem  to  have  extended  into  Northumberland. 

According  to  Camden  % the  Englifh  counties  were ' thus  occupied  by  the  re- 
maining Hates : 


Attrebatii , 

Berkfhire. 

( Somerfetfhire. 

Beiges , 

* j Wiltfhire. 

( Hampfhire. 

("Yorkfhire b. 
[ Lancafhire. 

Brigantesj 

- g Durham. 
pWeftmorland. 
[_  Cumberland. 

C ant'd. 

Kent. 

* Where  later  writers  of  good  authority  have  differed  in  opinion  from  Camden,  it  will  be  noticed  in 
the  introduction  to  each  county. 

A people  called  the  Parifi  are  placed  by  Ptolemy  about  the  Eaft  Riding  of  Yorkfhire. 

7 Cattieucblani , 
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Cattieuchlani , - 


Coritani, 


Cornavii , 

Dimeta , 

Dobuni , 

Damnonii, 
Durotriges , 

Iceni , i 


Or  dev  ices, 

Ottadini  % 
Regni, 

Silures, 

Trinobanies , 


! Buckinghamshire. 
Bedfordshire. 
Hertfordshire. 
rLincolnfhire. 
Leicestershire. 
Rutlandshire. 

^ Derbyshire. 
Nottinghamfhire. 
^Northamptonshire, 
f Warwickshire. 

I Worcestershire. 
i Staffordshire. 

i 

| Shropfhire. 
'-CheShire. 
f Carmarthenshire. 

- \ Pembrokeshire. 

I Cardiganshire, 
c Gloucestershire, 
i Oxfordshire. 

5 Devonshire. 

1 Cornwall. 
DorfetShire. 
f Norfolk. 

] Suffolk. 

| Cambridgeshire. 

L Huntingdonshire. 
('Montgomeryshire, 
j Merionethshire. 

^ Carnarvonshire, 
j Flintshire. 

L Denbighshire. 
Northumberland. 

« SuSfex. 

I Surrey. 
(■Herefordshire, 
j Radnorshire. 

<;'  BrecknockShire. 
j MonmouthShire. 

I Glamorganshire, 
j ESfex. 
iMiddlefex. 


The  Ottadini  and  the  Cadent  are  by  Some  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fame  people. 
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The  firft  divifion  of  Britain,  or  more  properly  of  England  and  Wales,  made  by 
the  Romans,  was  into  Britannia  inferior , and  Britannia  fuperior : a ftill  more 
ancient  divifion  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  into  Britannia  magna  and  parva,  is  under- 
ftood  by  Camden  to  refer  to  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  by  fome  other  writers 
to  England  and  Scotland.  Britannia  inferior  is  fuppofed  to  have  comprifed  the 
northern  part  of  England,  and  Britannia  Superior , the  . more  fouthern  part  and 
Wales.  This  divifion  is  fuppofed  by  Camden  to  have  been  made  by  Severus,  who 
according  to  Herodian,  divided  the  government  of  the  province  of  Britain  into  two 
prafedura  : Scotland  they  had  long  before  this  time  abandoned  as  unprofitable. 

The  Romans  afterwards  divided  the  province  of  Britain  into  three  parts, 
Maxima  Cafarienfs , Britannia  Prima , and  Britannia  Sccuncla  : Camden  fuppofes 
thefe  to  correfpond  with  the  three  archbifhoprics  which  anciently  exifted  in  Britain, 
London,  (afterwards  removed  to  Canterbury,)  York,  and  Caerleon  which  included 
Wales  •,  his  reafon  is,  that  Pope  Lucius  infinuates  that  the  Chriftians  eflabliflied 
their  ecclefiaftical  jurifdictions  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  the  Roman  magiflrates,  and 
that  the  archbifhops  fixed  their  fees  in  the  cities  where  the  Roman  Governors  had 
their  refidence ; the  province  of  London,  as  being  nearer  Rome,  he  fuppofes  to 
have  beefi  Britannia  Prima , it  having  been  cuflomary  to  give  the  name  of  Prima 
to  that  part  of  their  foreign  colonies  which  was  fo  fituated ; Wales,  which 
was  fubjedt  to  the  Bifhop  of  Caerleon,  Britannia  Secunda ; and  the  province 
of  York,  Maxima  Cafarienfs.  In  the  next  age  they  divided  Britain  into 
five  parts,  retaining  the  three  former  names,  and  adding  thofe  of  Valentia , 
and  Flavia  Cafarienfis.  Valentia  was  doubtlefs  the  northern  part  of  Maxima  Cafa- 
rienfs , recovered  by  Theodofius  from  the  Pidts  and  Scots,  and  called  in  honor  of 
his  mafter  the  Emperor  Valens,  Valentia : from  this  time  it  was  confidered  as  a 
feparate  diftridt,  and  had  a governor  of  its  own.  Flavia  Cafarienfis  is  fuppofed  by 
Camden,  following  the  opinion  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  to  have  been  in  the  centre 
of  England,  probably  taken  partly  from  Britannia  Prima , and  partly  from  the 
fouthern  part  of  Maxima  Cafarienfis ; and  called  Flavia , as  Camden  with  great 
probability  fuppofes,  in  honour  of  Flavius  Theodofius , the  Emperor,  fon  of  the 
above-mentioned  Theodofius.  When  the  Romans  had  abandoned  Britain,  and  the 
Saxons  invited  to  affifl  the  haraffed  inhabitants  againft  the  Scots  and  Piets,  had 
turned  their  arms  againfl  thofe  whom  they  came  to  aid,  and  after  many  bloody 
confhdts  had  made  themfelves  mailers  of  their  country,  they  divided  the  whole  p oman 
province,  excepting  Wales  where  the  remains  of  the  Britons  had  retired,  into 
feven  kingdoms,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  viz.  Kent,  Suffex, 
Eaft-Anglia,  Weffex,  Northumberland,  Effex,  and  Mercia. 

'Under  the 'Saxon  heptarchy,  England  was  not  divided  into  counties  properly 
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fo  called,  but  into  certain  diftri&s,  thirty-four  in  number,  containing  each  a 
definite  number  of  hides.  They  are  enumerated  by  Camden  from  an  ancient  MS. 
but  their  names  are  in  general  fo  different  from  thofe  of  any  of  our  modern  counties, 
or  diftrids,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult,  and  perhaps  impoffible,  to  afcertain  their 
pofitions.  The  fituation  of  a few,  as  Cilternfetna , Cant-Warena , and  Suth-Sexena , 
are  obvious.  Although  England  was  not  divided  into  counties,  before  the  whole 
kingdom  was  united  into  one  monarchy  under  Alfred  ; yet  it  is  fufficiently  afcer- 
tained,  from  the  teftimony  of  ancient  hiftorians,  that  the  prefent  counties  were 
divided  among  the  feven  kingdoms  of  the  Heptarchy,  according  to  the  following 
table. 

The  Kingdom  of  Kent  comprehended  the  county  of  Kent  only ; Suffex,  or  the 
Kingdom  of  the  South  Saxons,  Suffex  and  Surrey  ; 


The  Kingdom  1 r,  ( 

of  the  J 

Eaft-Angles,  j Com,lcs  °f\ 


Weffex,  or  the  Kingdom  of<[ 
the  Weft  Saxons. 


I 


The  Kingdom  of 
Northumberland,  - i 


Effex,  or  the  Kingdom  of  ( 
the  Eaft  Saxons,  t 


The  Kingdom  of  Mercia,  <; 


Norfolk. 

Suffolk. 

Cambridge,  with  the  Ifle  of  Ely. 

Cornwall. 

Devon. 

Dorfet. 

Somerfet. 

Wilts. 

Hants. 

Berks. 

Lancafter. 

York. 

Durham. 

Cumberland. 

Weftmorland. 

Northumberland,  and  the  more  fouthern  parts  of 
Scotland. 

Effex. 

Middlefex,  and  Part  of  Hertford. 

Gloucefter. 

Hereford. 

Warwick. 

Worcefter. 

Leicefter. 

Rutland. 

Northampton. 

Lincoln. 

Huntingdon. 

Bedford. 


Buckingham. 
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Buckingham. 

Oxford. 

Stafford. 

! Salop. 

Derby. 

Nottingham. 

Chefter  and  Part  of  Hertford. 


The  counties  are  alfo  called  {hires,  from  the  Saxon  word  Scyre,  fignifying  to 
divide.  At  the  firfl  diflribution  of  them  there  were  only  32,  as  may  be  colle&ed 
from  a paffage  in  William  of  Malmfbury  d.  “ At  this  time,  fays  Camden,  the 
counties  were  divided  according  to  the  diverfity  of  laws.  For  the  laws  of  England 
were  of  three  forts,  thofe  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  called  Weft  Saxonlage , of  the 
Danes  called  Danelage , and  of  the  Mercians,  called  Merchenlage : The  Weft 
Saxon  laws  obtained  in  nine  counties,  Kent,  Surrey,  Suffex,  Berks,  Hants, 
"Wilts,  Somerfet,  Dorfet,  and  Devon  : thofe  of  the  Danes  in  fifteen ; York,  Derby, 
Nottingham,  Leicefter,  Lincoln,  Northampton,  Bedford,  Bucks,  Herts,  Effex, 
Middlefex,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Cambridge  and  Huntingdon.  The  other  counties, 
Gloucefter,  Worcefter,  Hereford,  Warwick,  Oxford,  Chefter,  Salop  and  Stafford, 
were  governed  by  the  Mercian  laws.”  This  opinion  of  a diverfity  of  laws,  obtaining 
in  the  three  diftridfts,  was  generally  received  among  antiquaries,  till  Bifhop  Nichol- 
fon’s  time ; who  has  ably  refuted  it  in  his  preface  to  Wilkins’s  edition  of  the 
Saxon  laws,  and  fhewn  that  the  word  lage,  miftaken  by  the  Norman  writers  for 
their  ley  or  loi , in  reality  fignifies  ditto,  or  jurifdi&ion ; and  that  there  was  not  fuch  a 
diverfity  of  laws,  although  there  were  fo  many  governments.  In  the  furvey  of 
Domefday  34  counties  are  defcribed  : Northumberland,  Weftinorland,  and  Cum- 
berland, then  belonged  to  the  Scots  ; Durham  and  Lancafhire  are  omitted : thefe  make 
up  the  number  39  : Monmouth,  which  was  made  an  Englifh  county  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  completes  the  prefent  number  of  40.  Camden  fays  that  the  Welch  counties 
were  fix  in  number  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  that  the  others  were  formed  by  act 
of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. : but  it  appears  by  the  acl  itfelf,  that  there 
had  been  eight  fhires  of  ancient  and  long  time,  viz.  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen, 
Pembroke,  Cardigan,  Flint,  Carnarvon,  Anglefey,  and  Merioneth  ; Monmouth, 
(afterwards  made,  as  before-mentioned,  an  Englifh  county)  Radnor,  Brecknock, 
Montgomery,  and  Denbigh,  were  then  added. 

d At  this  time  (Anno  ro;6)  the  Danes  over-run  16  out  of  the  32  counties  in  England. 
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King  Alfred,  for  the  more  convenient  adminiflration  of  juftice,  divided  each 
county  into  hundreds  and  tithings;  the  hundreds  in  the  north  of  England  being  called 
Wapentakes,  and  in  Sulfex,  Rapes.  The  ridings  of  Yorkfhire  cornprife  many 
hundreds ; the  Leathes  in  Kent  are  fmaller,  and  cornprife  three  or  four  hundreds. 
A hundred  has  been  defined  as  confifling  of  ten  tithings,  and  every  tithing  of  ten 
houfeholds;  but  if  fo,  the  number  of  hundreds  mult  have  been  in  ancient  times 
much  greater,  or  the  population  very  fmall. 

In  the  time  of  King  Alfred,  a deputy  or  lieutenant  was  appointed,  as 
guardian  of  each  county  ; King  Henry  III.  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  reftored 
this  officer  by  the  name  of  Captain,  to  keep  the  peace  with  the  affiltance  of 
the  lheriff:  it  is  probable  that  he  was  alfo  called  Comes.  The  office  became 
hereditary  in  many  noble  families,  who  had  by  Royal  Grant,  as  a kind  of  falary 
attached  to  it,  the  third  penny  of  the  county  over  which  they  prefided.  Comes 
is  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  C omit  at  us , by  others  Comitatus  from 
Comes : this  is  the  origin  of  the  third  rank  among  our  nobility,  that  of  earls.  It 
is  certain  that  the  lheriff,  who  was  the  deputy  of  this  principal  officer,  was  in- 
variably ftyled  Vice-comes , and  was  one  of  the  principal  gentry  in  each  county ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  that  the  title  of  Vice-comes  or  Vif- 
count,  was  made  a title  of  honour  unconneCled  with  office : it  now  forms  the 
fourth  in  rank  of  the  nobility,  being  next  to  that  of  earl. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  fpeak  here  very  briefly  of  the  other  degrees.  The 
higheft  rank,  that  of  duke,  was  not  granted  to  any  fubjeCt  in  England  before  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  III.  Robert  Vere,  Duke  of  Ireland,  being  the  firfl  perfon, 
unconnected  with  the  blood  royal,  who  had  that  honour  conferred  on  him  : he  was 
at  the  fame  time  (1385)  created  Marquis  of  Dublin,  being  the  firfl  infiance  of  the 
introduction  of  that  title,  now  the  fecond  in  rank  in  our  peerage. 

The  firfl  mention  of  the  title  of  baron  amongft  us,  is  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Canute,  when  the  word  feems  to  have  been  ufed  fynonymoufly  with  Thane  • 
though  it  feems  the  general  opinion  of  antiquaries,  that  the  Thane  and  Vavafor, 
orders,  long  fince  extinCt,  were  of  a rank  inferior  to  barons : it  is  certain  that 
under  the  firfl  Norman  kings,  barons  were  fuch  perfons  as  were  poffeffed  of  an 
entire  barony,  that  is  thirteen  knights-fees  and  one  third,  being  lands  of -the  yearly 
value  of  400  marks.  Thefe  claimed  a right  of  being  fummoned  to  parliament. 
K.  Henry  111.  firfl  made  a feleClion  of  the  barons,  who  in  his  time  were  become  very 
numerous,  and  admitted  thofe  only  to  parliament  whom  he  fummoned  to  it  by 
writ.  K.  Richard  II.  firfl  made  it  a title  of  honour,  and  created  barons  by  patent: 
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the  firft  fo  created  was  John  Lord  Beauchamp  of  Holt,  made  Baron  Kiderminfter  in 

*387- 

The  divifion  of  diftri&s  into  parifhes  was  an  ecclefiaftical  inftitution,  which  arofe 
from  the  Pope’s  afligning  particular  churches  to  each  priefl ; and  firft  took  place  in 
England 'about  the  year  636,  by  order  of  Honorius,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 

The  whole  of  England,  as  far  as  relates  to  its  ecclefiaftical  jurisdiction,  is 
divided  into  two  provinces,  and  25  diocefes.  The  provinces  or  archbifhoprics  are 
Canterbury  and  York.  The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  is  primate  and  metropolitan 
of  all  England  ; he  has  a diocefe  of  his  own,  confiding  of  part  of  Kent,  and 
feveral  parifhes  in  other  counties,  which  are  in  his  immediate  jurifdi&ion : the 
bifhops  fubjedt  to  him  are  21  in  number  ; 


Rochefter,  wbofe  diocefe  comprifes 

London,  ... 
Chichefter,  - 
' Winchefter, 


Saliibury, 

Exeter, 

Bath  and  Wells, 
Worcefter, 

Hereford, 

Litchfield  and  Coventry, 


Lincoln, 


Ely,  _ - 

Norwich, 

Oxford, 

Peterborough, 

Gloucefter, 

Briftol, 

St.  Davids 


Part  of  Kent. 

Effex,  Middlefex,  and  Part  of  Hertfordfhire. 

Suflex. 

Hampfhire  (including  the  Ifle  of  Wight,) 
Surrey,  and  the  lflands  of  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey. 

Wiltfhire,  and  Berkfhire. 

Devonfhire,  and  Cornwall. 

Somerfetfhire. 

Worcefterfhire,  and  Part  of  Warwickfhire. 

Herefordfhire,  and  Part  of  Shropfhire. 

Staffordfhire,  Derbyfhire,  Part  of  Warwick- 
fhire,  and  Part  of  Shropfhire. 

Lincolnfhire,  Leicefterfhire,  Huntingdonfhire, 
Bedfordfhire,  Buckinghamfhire,  and  Part 
of  Hertfordfhire.. 

Cambridgefhire  (including  the  Ifle  of  Ely.) 

Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.. 

Oxford  fhire. 

Northampton  (hire,  and  Rutlandfhire. 

Gloucefterfhire  (excepting,  a few  Parifhes.) 

The  city  of  Briftol,  Dorfetfhire,  and  a few 
Parifhes  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Pembrokefhire,  Carmarthenfhire,  Breck- 
nockfhire,  the  greater  Part  of  Radnorfhire, 
and  fome  Parifhes  in  Monmouthfhire,  Here- 
fordfhire, Montgomeryfhire,  and  Glamor- 
ganfhire. 

* b 2 
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Llandaff,  whofe  diocefe  comprifes 
Bangor,  - 

St,  Afaph,  ... 


The  greater  Part  of  Monmouthfhire  and  Gla- 
morganfhire. 

Carnarvonfhire  (excepting  three  Parifhes,) 
Anglefea,  and  Part  of  Denbighshire,  Meri- 
onethfhire,  and  Montgomeryfhire. 

Flintfhire,  Part  of  Denbighfiiire,  Montgo- 
meryfhire, and  Merionethfhire,  and  a fmall 
Part  of  Shropfhire. 


The  fees  continue  as  they  were  fome  time  before , the  conqueft ; excepting 
that  Briflol,  Gloucefter,  and  Oxford,  were  created  Bifhoprics  by  King  Henry  VIII. 
before  whofe  time  Dorfetfhire  was  in  the  diocefe  of  Salifbury,  Glouceflerfhire  in 
the  diocefe  of  Worcefler,  and  Oxfordfhire  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln. 

The  archbifhop  of  York  has  within  his  immediate  jurifdiftion  the  counties  of 
York  and  Nottingham  ; and  has  fubjeft  to  him  three  bifhoprics,  viz. 


Carlifle,  whofe  diocefe  comprifes 
Chefter, 

Durham,  - 


The  greater  part  of  Weflmorland  and  Cum- 
berland. 

Chefhire,  Lancafhire,  and  part  of  Weftmor- 
land,  Cumberland,  and  Yorkfhire. 
Durham,  and  Northumberland. 


Chefter  was  created  a bifhopric  by  K.  Henry  VIII.  and  was  anciently  part  of  the 
diocefe  of  Litchfield.  Each  bifhopric,  unlefs  of  very  fmall  jurifdiftion,  is  divided 
into  two  or  more  archdeaconries,  and  into  feveral  fmaller  diftrifts  called  deaneries, 
each  containing  an  indefinite  number  of  parifhes.  The  total  number  of  parifh 
churches  in  England,  according  to  the  lift  made  out  by  Cardinal  Wolfey  in 
1520,  was  9407;  the  Catalogue  prefented  to  King  James,  as  mentioned  by 
Camden,  makes  them  only  9284;  Camden  accounts  for  the  difference  by  the 
fuppofition  that  fome  churches  had  in  the  interval  been  deftroyed ; that  parochial 
chapels  were  omitted  in  one  lift,  and  in  the  other,  thofe  which  were  only 
chapels,  accounted  parifh  churches.  The  number  of  parifhes  fubjoined  by 

Camden  to  each  county,  correfpond  with  the  number  of  parifh  churches  in 
Wolfey’s  lift.  It  will  not  be  found  exaftly  to  agree  with  the  prefent  number 
of  parifhes,  which  will  be  afcertained  with  as  much  accuracy  as  poffible  in  each 
county,  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  work.  Some  fmall  parifhes  have  long 
fince  Camden’s  time  been  united,  and  the  churches  in  fome  inftances  taken 
down  ; whilft  other  large  ones  have  been  divided,  and  new  parifhes  created  by 
aft  of  parliament.  It  is  fometimes  difficult  to  determine  which  chapelries  are,  and 
which  are  not,  parochial. 
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The  extent  of  South  Britain  has  been  fo  differently  dated  that  fome  writers  on 
that  fubjedt  have  fuppofed  its  area  to  contain  no  more  than  twenty-eight  millions 
of  acres,  whilft  others  have  eftimated  it  at  forty-feven  millions  ; no  one  appears  to 
have  written  fo  fatisfadtorily  on  this  head  as  the  prefent  Profeffor  of  Modern 
Bliftory  at  Oxford3,  who  fays  that  the  true  number  is  between  thirty-eight  and 
thirty-nine  millions ; the  Profeffor  obferves,  that  “ Our  prefent  maps  differ 
indeed  confiderably  from  one  another,  according  as  they  have  been  more  or 
lefs  corredled,  by  adopting  modern  agronomical  obfervations ; but  none  of 
the  older  maps,  which  are  of  any  credit,  give  more  than  forty  millions,  and 
fome  of  the  modern  ones  fcarcely  give  thirty-eight  millions  of  acres.  It  is  true 
that  the  exadt  number  cannot  be  afcertained  with  mathematical  precifion,  till 
the  prefent  very  excellent  trigonometrical  furvey  has  been  completed  ; but  lince 
that  furvey  has  already  corredled  more  than  one- third  of  the  whole  outline, 
and  verified  the  breadth  of  the  fouthern  part  of  England,  fince  in  the  latitude, 
and  confequently  in  the  diftance  from  north  to  fouth,  there  cannot  be  any 
error  worth  noticing  ; and  fince  many  other  points,  which  are  material  to  this 
inquiry,  have  already  been  fatisfadtorily  determined  by  good  agronomical  obfer- 
vations, the  pofiibility  of  error  is,  in  fadt,  reduced  within  very  narrow  limits,  and 
there  is  no  chance  that  the  number  of  flatute  acres  in  South  Britain  can  greatly 
exceed  thirty-eight  millions  five  hundred  thoufand.  Scotland,  with  its  adjacent 
iflands,  contains  about  twenty-one  millions.” 


* In  his  Obfervations  on  the  Income-Tax,  publifhed  in  1800, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Ancient  Inhabitants  and  Government. 

THIS  County,  when  the  Romans  invaded  Britain,  was  inhabited  by  a people 
called  the  Cajfii , or  Catieuchlani.  During  the  government  of  the  Romans, 
it  formed  part  of  Britannia  Superior , afterwards  of  Britannia  Prima  ; and  upon  the 
laft  Roman  divifion  of  the  ifland,  it  was  included  in  the  diflrid  of  Flavia.  After  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  it  became  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Mercia. 
When  two  kingdoms  of  the  Heptarchy  were  abolilhed,  as  related  by  Bromton,  the 
kings  of  Mercia  retained  one  moiety  of  Bedfordfhire  ; the  kings  of  Effex  became 
poffeffed  of  the  other  \ After  the  whole  of  England  was  united  into  one  monarchy, 
this  county  was  comprifed  within  the  diflrid  which  was  called  Denelege , or  the 
Danifh  Jurifdidion. 

Hi/iorical  Events . 

The  firfl  hiflorical  event  which  we  find  relating  to  this  county,  is  the  battle  fought 
at  Bedford  between  Cutha,  or  Cuthwulf,  brother  of  Ceauline,  king  of  the  Weft- 
Saxons,  and  the  Britifh  army,  in  the  year  571,  or  as  fome  fay  580.  The  Sax- 
ons proved  fuccefsful ; and  the  confequence  of  the  defeat  to  the  Britons  was  the 
lofs  of  four  of  their  principal  towns,  Lygeanburgh,  Eglefburgh,  Bennington,  and 
Egenefham b.  The  firft  has,  by  fome  antiquaries,  been  fuppofed  to  be  Loughbo- 
rough in  Leicefterfhire ; by  others,  with  more  probability,  Leighton  in  Bedford- 
fhyre ; that  town  and  Eglefburgh  (which  all  agree  to  have  been  Aylefbury)  lying 
in  a dired  line  under  the  Chiltern  to  Benfington  and  Enfham.  One  of  the 
moft  ancient  Britifh  roads  is  fuppofed  to  have  palled  under  the  Chiltern.  No 
particular  mention  of  this  county  appears  in  hiftory  after  this  period  till  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Elder  (fon  to  king  Alfred)  when  it  became  frequently  the  fcene  of  ac- 

’ Decern  Scrip,  i.  800,  8ox.  b Sax.  Chror..  p.  22. 
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tion  in  the  wars  between  that  viftorious  monarch  and  the  Danes.  About  the  year 
907,  according  to  Bromton,  or  as  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  with  greater  appearance 
of  accuracy,  informs  us,  in  919%  this  monarch  came  to  Bedford,  {laid  there  four 
weeks,  received  the  fubmiflion  of  all  the  neighbouring  country,  and  built  a fortrefs 
on  the  South  fide  of  the  river.  In' 921,  the  Danes,  coming  from  Huntingdonfhire 
into  Bedfordlhire,  fortified  Temesford  (now  Tempsford)  and  flationed  themfelves 
there.  In  an  excurfion  from  thence  they  attacked  Bedford,  but  the  men  of  that 
town  made  a fally,  and  put  them  to  flight  with  great  daughter d.  The  fame 
fummer  King  Edward,  colledling  a great  force,  befieged  the  Danes  at  Tempsford, 
took  that  city,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  deflroyed  their  fortrefs,  and 
put  their  king  to  death,  together  with  a great  number  of  his  nobles e.  In  1009,  the 
Danes  made  an  excurfion  through  a part  of  this  county  by  the  Chiltern  to  Oxford f. 
In  1 010,. the  Danifh  army  burnt  Bedford  and  Tempsford8.  The  next  year  this 
county  fubmitted  to  the  dominion  of  King  Ethelred h. 

Bedford  caflle,  built  by  the  Beauchamps  on  the  fite,  it  is  probable,  of  King  Ed- 
ward’s fortrefs,  was  efteemed  a garrifon  of  fuch  importance,  that,  as  Camden  ob- 
ferves,  there  was  fcarcely  a ftorm  of  civil  fury,  whilfl  it  flood,  that  did  not  burfl 
on  it.  It  was  held  by  the  Beauchamps  againfl  Stephen,  and  taken  by  him  in 
1138'.  The  fame  family  held  this  caflle  againfl  King  John,  who  fent  his  fa- 
vourite, Fulk  de  Brent,  to  befiege  it ; and  when  he  had  taken  it,  gave  it  to  him  as  a 
reward  for  his  good  fervicesk.  This  fame  Fulk  having  committed  a moft  violent 
outrage  on  Henry  Braybroke,  one  of  the  King’s  juflices  itinerant,  whom  he  im- 
prifoned  in  open  defiance  of  the  law  in  his  caflle  at  Bedford,  King  Henry  III.  went 
in  perfon  with  his  nobles  to  befiege  it.  After  a fiege  of  two  months,  it  was 
taken  by  ftorm,  and  the  King  caufed  it  to  be  difmantled1.  It  is  probable 
that  all  the  baronial  caftles  in  this  county,  of  any  confequence,  excepting  Bedford, 
had  been  before  demolifhed  when  King  John  in  his  march  to  the  northward  burnt 
and  deflroyed,  as  Matthew  Paris  informs  us  ”,  all  the  caftles  which  lay  in  his 
route  ; and  this  perhaps  is  the  reafon  why  we  read  of  no  remarkable  occurrences 
in  this  county  during  the  wars  between  the  houfesof  York  and  Lancafter. 

During  the  war  between  Charles  the  Firft  and  his  Parliament,  Bedfordfhire  was 
one  of  the  firft  counties  that  affociated  againfl  the  King,  being  within  that  diftrift 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Eaftern  affociates n.  A fpecial  licence  for  this  affocia- 
tion  palled  the  Houfe  Nov.  30th,  1642.  The  Earl  of  Manchefter  was  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Eaftern  affociates : Cromwell  commanded  the  horfe  under 
him  °.  Lord  Clarendon,  obferves,  that  Bedfordfhire  'was  one  of  the  counties 

* Sax.  Giron,  p.  106.  11  Ibid.  p.  107.  c Ibid.  p.  108.  ‘ Ibid.  p.  139.  * Ibid.  p.  140. 

“ Ibid.  * Hift.  Angl.  Scrip,  ii.  p.  153.  k Dugdale’s  Baronage.  1 Chron.  Dunft. 

*’  P.  230.  n Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  59.  e Lord  Clarendon^  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion.  f 
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in  which  the  King  had  not  any  vifible  party,  nor  one  fixed  quarter.  The  fame 
author  informs  us,  that  in  October  1643,  the  King  fent  Prince  Rupert  with  a 
ftrong  party  of  horfe  and  foot  into  Bedfordfhire  : that  he  took  the  town  of  Bed- 
ford, which  was  occupied  as  a ftrong  quarter  by  the  enemy,  and  that  this  expedi- 
tion was  principally  defigned  to  countenance  Sir  Lewis  Dyve,  whilft  he  fortified 
Newport-Pagnell,  at  which  place  he  hoped  to  fix  a garrifon.  Heath  fays,  that  it 
was  Sir  Lewis  Dyve  himfelf  who  had  the  command  of  this  expedition  ; and  that, 
being  fent  into  Bedfordfhire  with  2000  or  3000  horfe,  he  came  firft  to  Ampthill, 
then  to  Bedford,  which  town  he  entered,  and  took  Sir  John  Norris,  and  other 
parliamentary  officers,  prifoners.  From  thence  he  went  to  Sir  Samuel  Luke’s  houfe  p, 
and  ferved  that  as  Sir  Lewis  Dyve  himfelf  was  ferved  in  the  fame  county s by  thefe- 
queftrators.  Soon  after  this.  Col.  Montague,  with  fome  of  the  parliamentary 
troops,  entered  Bedford  by  a feint,  under  a pretence  of  their  being  the  Royal  army, 
under  Sir  Lewis  Dyve,  and  took  away  fome  money  and  horfes  intended  for  the 
King’s  ufe1.  None  of  the  fubfequent  tranfadlions  of  the  war  appear  to  have  been 
in  any  way  connected  with  this  county. 


Ancient  and  modern  Divijion  of  Bedfordshire. 

When  the  Norman  furvey  was  taken,  this  county  was  divided  into  nine  hun- 
dreds and  three  half  hundreds.  The  town  of  Bedford  was  affiefled  as  half  a hun- 
dred. Leighton-Bufard,  Luton,  Houghton-Regis,  and  the  adjoining  manor  of 
Sewell,  feem  to  have  been  afleffed  feparately.  The  hundreds  were  as  follows  : 

A 

Manfheve,  - - now  Manfhead;  Bereford,  - - now  Barford ; 

Flidtham,  - - — Flit  ; Bichelefwade,  - — Bigglefwade ; 

Wilga,  - — Willey;  Clifton,  or  Clifton,  — Clifton; 

Wicheftanftou,  - — Wixamtree;  Radburneftoc,  or  Radborgeftoch, — Redbornftoke. 

Siodene,  - - — Stodden  ; 

The  half  hundred  of  Bochelai,  or  Buchelai,  contained  the  manors  of  Bidden- 
ham,  Bletfoe,  Bromham,  Stagfden,  and  Steventon,  now  included  in  the  hundred 
of  Willey,  and  Renhold  and  Goldington,  now  in  the  hundred  of  Barford. 

The  half  hundred  of  Stanburge,  or  Stanbridge,  comprifed  the  manors  of  Eaton- 
Bray,  Toternhoe,  Tilfworth,  Studham,  and  the  Bedfordfhire  part  of  Edlefborough, 
which  are  all  now  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead. 

The  half  hundred  of  Weneflai  contained  only  the  three  manors  of  Hatley,  Pot- 
ton,  and  Sandy,  now  in  the  Hundred  of  Bigglefwade. 

The  following  is  a lift  of  the  manors  noticed  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday,  with 
their  modern  names,  as  far  as  they  could  be  afcertained. 


p Either  Havvnes,  or  Woodend,  near  Bedford.  ’ At  Bromham,  then  the  feat  of  the  Dyve’s. 
r Pamphlet  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 
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Aieworde,  or 

Aiffe-  7 

f Eaton-Bray,  and 

vvorde 

> Eyworth 

Eitone 

3 1 

(_  Eaton- Socon 

Acheleia 

- - Oakley 

Elneftou 

- Elftow 

Alricefeia 

- - Arlefey 

Elvendone 

- 

Ammetelie 

• - Ampthill 

Efeltone  and  Effelton 

Shelton 

Afpleia 

- Afpley 

Eftodham 

- Studham 

Badlefdone 

- - Battlefden 

Eftorie 

• 

Bedeford 

■ - Bedford 

Ettwiche 

- Aflwick 

Bereford 

- - Barford 

Eurefhot 

- Everlholt 

Bert  on 

- Barton 

Fernadis 

- Farndifh 

Bichelfwade 

Bideham 

. - Bigglefwade 

- - Biddenham 

Falmerfham,  or  Flam- 
merfham 

Felmerfliam 

Biffoppefcote 

- - Bifcot,  in  Luton 

Flidleham 

- Flittpn 

Biftone 

- - Beefton,  in  Sandy 

Fliftewicke 

- Flitwick 

Blechefhou 

■>  - Bletfoe 

-Giveldonc 

- Yieldon 

Blunham 

- - Blunham 

Gledlai 

• Gledley 

Boleheftre,orBulehef- 3 

Goldentone 

- Goldington 

tre 

f DUiununt 

Hagenes 

- Hawnes,  or  Haynes 

Bruneham 

- - Bromham 

Hanefelde 

Cadendone 

- Caddington 

Haneflau 

- Henlow 

Caiffot,  or  Chaifot  - Keyfoe 

Harewelle 

- Harold 

Cameftone,  oi 

■ Cham-  7 

Hatlei 

- Cockayne-Hatley 

belton 

£ Campton 

Hcnevvich 

- Hinwickj  in  Puddington 

Carlentone 

- - Cardington 

Herghetone 

- Harrowden,inCardington 

Celgrave 

- Chalgrave 

Herlingdon 

- Harlington 

Chainhall 

- - Renhold 

Hockleia 

- Hockliffe 

Chainhou 

- - Cainhoe,  in  Clophill 

Holewelle 

- Holwell 

Chalveftorne 

- Chalvefton,  in  Roxton 

Holme 

- Holme,  in  Bigglefwade 

Chenotinga 

- Knotting 

Houftone 

r Houghton-Conqueft, 

Chernetone 

- 

\ and  Houghton- Regis 

Chichefana 

- - Chickfand 

Lalega 

- 

Cliftone 

- - Clifton 

Langeford 

- Langford 

Clopeliam 

- - Clapham 

Leflone 

- Leighton-Bufard 

Clopelle 

- - Clophill 

Litingletone 

- Litlington 

Cochepol,orChochepol  Cople 

Loitone 

- Luton 

Colmewordc 

- - Colmworth 

MalpertefTelle 

- Mepperfhall 

Cranfelle 

- - Cran  field 

Melceburne 

- Melchbourn 

Cravenhefl 

f Gravenhurft,  (upper 

Meldone 

- Maulden 

t and  lower) 

Melebroc 

- Milbrook 

Crawelai 

- - Hufborn-Crawley 

Melehou 

- Milnho,  in  Dunton 

Cudeflane 

- 

Merellone 

- Marflon-Morteyne 

Daintone,  or 

Domtone  Dunton 

Middletone,  or  Mil-  f Milton  Bryant,  and 

Dena 

- Dean 

denton 

t Milton-Erneft 

Dodingtone 

- - Toddington 

Newentone 

- 

Echam 

- Higham-Gobioo 

Northgivil 

- Northill 

Edworde 

- - Edworth 

Otone 

- Wotton 

Pabenehana 


5 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


Pabeneham 

- Pavingham 

Stanedone 

- 

Stondon 

Pechefdone 

- 

Stanewiga 

- 

Pileworde 

- Tilfworth 

Stanford 

- 

Stanford,  in  Southill 

Podintone 

- Puddington 

Stepigelai/ 

- 

Stepingley 

Polocheffelle 

- Pulloxhill 

Stiventone 

- 

Steventon 

Potefgrave 

- Potefgrave 

Stotfalt 

- 

Stotfold 

Potone 

- Potton 

Stradli,  or  Straillei 

- 

Stretley 

Preftley 

- Preftley,  in  Flitwick 

Stratone 

- 

Stratton  in  Bigglefwadt 

Patenhou 

- Puttenhoe,  inGoldington 

Sudgivele 

- 

Southill 

Radwelle 

- Radwell,  in  Felmerfham 

Sudtone,  or  Sutton, e 

- 

Sutton 

Rifeden 

- Probably  Ravenfden 

JTamifeford 

- 

Tempsford 

Riflai 

- Rifeley 

Tilebroc 

- 

Tilbrook 

Rochefdone,  or 

Roxton 

Tingrei 

- 

Tingrith 

Rocheftone  - . “ 

T orvei 

- 

Turvey 

Salchou 

Totenhou 

- 

Toternhoe 

Saleford 

- Salford 

Wadelle,  or  Wadhulle 

Odell 

Sandeia 

- Sandy 

Wardone 

- 

Warden 

Segenhou 

- Segenhoe,  in  Ridgmont 

Welitone 

- 

Willington 

Segrefdon 

Weftcote 

- 

Sernebroc 

- Sharnbrook 

Wiledene 

- 

Wilden 

Sethlingdone 

- Shitlington 

Wimentone 

- 

Wimington 

Sewelle 

- Sewell,  in  Houghton  Regis 

’^’ineffameftede 

- 

Wilhamfted 

Sewileffou 

- Silfoe,  in  Flitton 

Woburne 

- 

Woburn 

Sonedone 

Stachedene 

- Sundon 

- Stagfden 

Wyboldeftone 

[■  Wybofton,  in  Bigglef- 
f wade. 

The  parifhes  of  Dunftaple,  Hulcot,  Kempfton,  Pertenhall,  Ridgmont,  Soul- 
drop,  Little  Staughton,  Thurleigh,  Weftoning,  Whipfnade,  Wrefllingworth,  and 
feveral  confiderable  hamlets  and  manors,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  furvey. 


Ecclefiq/lical  Divifion  of  Bedfordshire. 

This  County,  which  lies  within  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  is  under  the  jurifdi&ion  , 
of  an  Archdeacon,  and  is  divided  into  fix  Deaneries,  viz.  Bedford,  Clopham, 
Dunftaple,  Eaton,  Fleete,  and  Shefford.  Wolfey’s  lift,  quoted  by  Camden, 
makes  the  number  of  parifhbs  1 16  ; the  prefent  number  is  121.  Several  of  the  be- 
nefices are  confolidated,  as  Afpley-Guife,  with  Hufborn-Crawley ; Aftwick  with 
Arlefey ; Barford  with  Roxton  ; Battlefden  with  Potefgrave  ; Carlton  with  Chil- 
lington ; Chalgrave  with  Hockliffe  ; Felmerfliam  with  Pavingham ; Hulcot  with 
Salford  ; Knotting  with  Souldrop  ; and  Southill  with  Old-Warden.  The  parifhes, 
neverthelefs,  remain  diftindt : fome  of  the  confolidations  are  of  recent  date s.  Shef- 
ford is  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Campton  j Silfoe  to  Flitton.  Billington,  Egginton, 
Heath  and  Reach,  and  Stanbridge,  are  all  chapels  to  Leighton-Bufard.  Of  the 


s See  the  dates  under  the  refpedlive  parifhes. 
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1 2 1 parifhes,  63  are  vicarages : the  great  tithes  of  thefe,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
were  appropriated  formerly  to  religious  houfes,  and  are  now  in  lay  hands. 

Monajleries  and  Hofpitals. 

The  Benedidtine  Nuns  had  an  Abbey  at  Elftow;  the  Ciftercian  Monks,  Abbeys 
at  Warden  and  Woburn  ; the  Auftin  Canons,  Priories  at  Dunftaple,  Biffemede,  or 
Bufhmead,  Caldwell  and  Newenham  ; the  Auftin  Nuns  a Priory  at  Harold ; the 
Gilberlines  a Priory  at  Chickfand ; the  Grey  Friers  a houfe  at  Bedford ; the  Black 
Friers  at  Dunftaple ; the  Knights  Iiofpitallers  a preceptory  at  Melchbourn.  At 
Grovebury,  in  the  parifh  of  Leighton-Bufard,  was  an  alien  Priory,  fubjedt  to  the 
Abbey  of  Fontevralt  in  Normandy  ; at  Milbrook  and  Clophill  were  cells  to  the  Be- 
nedidtine  Abbey  of  St.  Alban’s.  At  Ruxox  in  Flitwick,  a cell  to  the  Priory  of  Dun- 
ftaple, and  at  Leighton-Bufard  a cell  to  Woburn- Abbey.  Thefe  cells  feem  to 
have  been  all  removed  at  an  early  period.  At  Northill  was  a college  of  Priefts. 
There  were  ancient  hofpitals  at  Dunftaple,  Farleigh,  Hockliffe,  and  Toddington, 
and  two  at  Bedford,  dedicated  to  St.  John  and  St.  Leonard. 

Market  and  Borough  Towns. 

This  county  fends  two  members  to  parliament.  Bedford,  the  county- 
town,  which  is  the  only  parliamentary  borough,  fends  alfo  two  members.  Dun- 
ftaple, which  was  made  a royal  borough  by  Henry  I.,  never  fent  reprefentatives 
to  parliament.  Browne  Willis,  in  his  Notitia  Parliamentarian  Hates  the  number  of 
market-towns  to  be  ten  ; the  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia , and  moft  modem 
writers,  mention  the  fame  number.  In  the  laft  edition  of  Camden,  they  are  faid  to 
be  eleven,  which  was  correct  at  the  time  of  that  publication,  the  markets  at  Shef- 
ford  and  Toddington  having  been  ftnce  difcontinued.  The  market-houfe  at  Tod- 
dington was  pulled  down  in  1799  : a century  ago  this  town  had  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  markets  in  the  county.  The  prefent  number  of  market-towns  is  nine, 
Ampthill,  Bedford,  Bigglefwade,  Dunftaple,  Harold,  Leighton-Bufard,  Luton,  Pot- 
ton,  and  Woburn.  Harold,  which  has  been  omitted  by  moft  writers  who  have 
enumerated  the  Bedfordfhire  towns,  ftill  keeps  up  the  name  of  a market  on  Tuef- 
days,  though  it  is  attended  only  by  one  or  two  butchers,  who  open  fhambles  on 
that  day.  Bedford,  Bigglefwade,  and  Luton,  are  the  principal  markets  for  corn. 
Potton  has  declined  within  thefe  few  years.  Leighton  is  noted  for  its  abundant  fup- 
ply  of  fuckling  calves.  Arlefey,  Afpley  Guife,  Blunham,  Silfoe  in  the  parifh  of 
Flitton,  Marfton-Morteyne,  Melchbourn,  Odell,  Sundon,  Warden  and  Weftoning, 
had  formerly  markets,  as  appears  by  their  refpeftive  charters  among  the  records  in 
the  Tower.  They  have  all  been  long  ftnce  difcontinued,  not  one  of  them  being 
enumerated  in  Leland’s  lift.  Arlefey  is  mentioned  as  a market  town  in  the  furvey  of 
Doomfday. 


Population. 
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Population. 

In  the  year  1377,  the  number  of  perfons  in  this  county  who  were  charged  to  a 
poll-tax,  from  which  the  clergy,  children,  and  paupers,  were  exempted,  amounted 
to  20,239.  This  poll-tax  took  place  not  long  after  a very  fatal  peflilence. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houfes  in  this  county  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns 
made  to  Parliament,  purfuant  to  the  a£t  for  afcertaining  the  population  of  the  king- 
dom, was  n, 888  ; of  uninhabited  houfes  185  ; the  number  of  inhabitants  63,393. 
Of  thefe  30,523  were  males;  32,870  females. 

The  following  account  of  the  number  of  houfes,  families,  and  perfons  in  each 
parilh,  is  taken  from  the  above-mentioned  return,  and  arranged  alphabetically : 


Ampthill  - 

Arlefey  - 

Afpley  Guife  - 
Aftwick  - 
Great  Barford  - 

Little  Barford  ... 

Barton  - - 

Battlefden  ... 

Bedford,  St.  Paul’s 

St.  Cuthbert’s 

St.  Peter’s  - >. 

St.  John’s 

— — St.  Mary’s 

Biddenham  - 

Bigglefwade  ... 

Holme  7 in  the  Parifh  of  C 

■ Stratton  J Bigglefwade  \ 


Bletfoe  - •-  - 

Blunham  - 

Muggerhanger,  in  the  Parilh  of  Blunham 

Bolnhurft  ... 

Bromham  - 

Caddington  .... 

Market  Street  (partly  in  Caddington,  and 

partly  in  Studham) 


Campton  ... 

Shelford  Townlhip,  in  the  Parilh  of  Campton 

Cardington  - ... 


Cotton-End  o in  the  Parilh  of 

Harrowden  and  Fenlake  j Cardington 


Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families, 

Perfons. 

237 

3 

266 

T234 

69 

I 

79 

404 

IOO 

3 

114 

679 

12 

0 

16 

8i 

83 

4 

83 

43i 

18 

0 

18 

80 

71 

5 

88 

448 

21 

0 

28 

r33 

444 

9 

554 

2150 

82 

4 

107 

35i 

87 

4 

98 

577 

54 

0 

62 

254 

116 

0 

• 154 

616 

57 

X 

61 

252 

298 

3 

241 

1650 

ij 

2 

12 

80 

8 

0 

9 

64 

56 

1 

70 

321 

73 

0 

83 

376 

43 

0 

76 

345 

35 

0 

42 

225 

43 

0 

58 

297 

54 

> 

0 

67 

3*9 

f 28 

1 

43 

235 

45 

1 

47 

316 

90 

0 

107 

474 

92 

0 

IOO 

509 

5 43 

0 

48 

190 

1 51 

0 

59 

3i4 

87 

6 

89 

376 

Chalgrave 


Carlton 
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Chalgrave 

Chickfand  (Extra-parochial) 

Chillington 

Clapham 

Clifton 

ClophiU 

Colmworth 

Cople  - 

Cranfield 

Dean  - 

Dunllaple 

Dunton 

Eaton  Bray 

Eaton  Socon 

Edworth 

Elftow 

Everlholt 

Everton  (Bedfordlhire  part  of) 

Eyworth 

Farndifh  - 

Felmerfham 

Radwell  (in  Felmerfliam) 

Flitton  - - 

Silfoe  (in  Flitton) 

Flitwick  - - 

Goldington  - 

Upper  Gravenhurft 
Lower  Gravenhurft 
Harlington  - - 

Harold 

Hatley  Cockayne 

Hawnes 

Henlow 

Higham  Gobion  - 

Hockliffe 

Holwell 

Houghton  Conqueft 
Houghton  Regis 
Hulcot 

Hufborn  Crawley 

Kempflon 

Keyfoe 

Knotting 

Langford 


Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families, 

Perfons, 

73 

I 

1 14 

534 

6 

O 

6 

42 

24 

I 

26 

112 

3° 

O 

36 

157 

62 

I 

75 

329 

142 

I 

148 

706 

56 

O 

63 

347 

4i 

O 

53 

4°3 

202 

3 

241 

961 

82 

0 

84 

385 

243 

2 

296 

1296 

61 

0 

61 

336 

104 

0 

122 

583 

332 

12 

461 

1625 

16 

1 

16 

90 

96 

2 

1 16 

475 

143 

3 

1 60 

7i5 

26 

0 

3i 

141 

*3 

1 

19 

86 

11 

1 

H 

68 

40 

0 

48 

201 

23 

2 

30 

128 

49 

0 

61 

292 

73 

0 

95 

447 

80 

1 

IOI 

436 

60 

1 

74 

339 

3i 

2 

44 

201 

9 

1 

9 

4? 

63 

2 

70^ 

344 

155 

0 

166 

763 

18 

1 

20 

102 

82 

0 

121 

588 

99 

1 

114 

552 

J5 

1 

17 

9i 

52 

1 

53 

256 

20 

0 

20 

"3 

ICO 

5 

120 

507 

139 

1 

165 

784 

10 

0 

10 

65 

IOI 

5 

125 

543 

180 

2 

206 

i°35 

158 

0 

*7  5 

370 

22 

0 

22 

105 

73 

3 

98 

458 

LeightOR 
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Inhabited 

Uninhabited 

Families. 

Perfons. 

_ 

Houfes. 

Houfes. 

Leighton  Bufard 

376 

1 1 

392 

1963 

Billington 

r£  a 
S o 

r-  • 39 

I 

48 

200 

Egginton 

« 

IPh.M., 

44 

O 

46 

206 

Heath  and  Reach 

gj  <L> 

•£i-l 

in 

O 

III 

541 

Stanbridge 

a Lm 
.5  o 

L.  - 57 

O 

* 

262 

Litlington 

- 

- - 106 

4 

145 

559 

Luton 

- 

612 

0 

656 

3C95 

Marfton  Morteyne 

- 

130 

3 

l6l 

709 

Maulden 

- 

125 

0 

173 

738 

Melchbourn 

- 

40 

0 

40 

229 

Mepperlhall 

- 

51 

4 * 

56 

3°9 

Milbrook 

- 

6 7 

0 

71 

327 

Milton  Bryant 

64 

1 

76 

333 

Milton  Ernelt 

- 

59 

6 

69 

300 

Northill 

- 

122 

0 

149 

7i5 

Oakley  - , 

- 

68 

0 

72 

265 

Odell 

- 

63 

0 

69 

361 

Pavingham 

- 

57 

1 

86 

447 

Pertenhall 

- 

38 

0 

44 

190 

Potefgrave 

29 

0 

35 

I57 

Potton 

239 

2 

2 55 

1103 

Puddington 

- 

70 

0 

92 

4i5 

Pulloxhill 

52 

4 

92. 

3ll 

Ravenfden 

- 

33 

0 

46 

218 

Renhold 

34 

0 

54 

245 

Ridgmont 

113 

2 

132 

.581 

Rifely 

" - 108 

1 

128 

576 

Roxton 

66 

1 

80 

465 

Salford 

- 

46 

1 

46 

210 

Sandy 

- 

- 108 

I 

119 

6i5 

Beefton  1 in  the  Pariflr  of  f 

- - 28 

0 

35 

180 

Girtford  J Sandy 

l 

54 

0 

86 

320 

Sharnbrook 

- - IOI 

0 

122 

58j 

Shelton 

- 

18 

1 

100 

Shitlington 

- 

- 80 

1 

85 

420 

Souldrop 

- 

30 

0 

47 

188 

Southill 

- 

- 107 

3 

129 

621 

Broom  ^ in  the  Parifli  of  f 

30 

0 

36 

187 

Stanford  ^ Southill  t 

36 

0 

38 

177 

Stagfden 

- 

84 

0 

n4 

492 

Little  Staughton 

54 

0 

58 

272 

Stepingley 

46 

i 

46 

264 

* No  return  of  families. 

VoL.  I. 

C 

Stevington 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Perfons. 

Stevington 

78 

O 

99 

4X5 

Stondon 

5 

O 

5 

29 
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61 
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68 

0 

7i 
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Tempsford 

78 

2 
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Thurleigh 
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1 

91 
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Tilbrook 

40 

2 

49 
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38 

2 

36 
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0 

26 
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Toternhoe 

65 

0 

65 
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Turvey 

15 1 

0 

168 

758 

Warden 

63 

0 

92 

455 
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76 

1 

89 

410 

Whipfnade 

28 

0 

3° 

140 

Wilden 

53 

0 

70 

300 

Wilhamfted 

84 

z 

90 

477 

Willington 

36 

0 

44 

229 

Wimington 

36 

0 

39 
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Woburn  - 
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6 
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Wotton  - 

139 

1 

148 

732 

Wreftlingworth 

56 

3 

74 

33° 

Yielden 

41 

1 
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Principal  Land-owners  at  various  Periods , and  principal  extind  Families . 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  the  principal  land-owners  of  this  county 
were  Hugh  de  Beauchamp,  who  poffeffed  no  lefs  than  20  manors  ; Nigel  de  Albini 
(anceflor  of  the  Mowbrays),  who  had  12  manors';  William  Spech,  or  Efpec, 
and  Walter  Giffard,  who  had  6 manors  each  ; Walter  Flandrenfis  (anceflor  of  the 
barons  Wahul),  who  had  5 manors;  and  Judith,  Countefs  of  Northumberland, 
who  had  7.  Ten  manors  belonged  to  religious  houfes.  The  Beauchamps  had 
the  chief  feat  of  their  Barony  at  Bedford:  a younger  branch  of  the  family  had  a 
caflle  at  Eaton  Socon.  Their  large  property  was  divided  among  female  heirs.  The 
greater  part  of  their  lands  in  this  county  fell  to  the  fhare  of  the  Mowbrays.  The 
principal  part  of  Nigel  de  Albini’s  eflates  in  Bedfordfhire  went  to  a younger  fon, 
who  had  a caflle  at  Cainhoe,  in  the  parifh  of  Clophill,  and  pafled  by  a female  heir 

' Dugdale  enumerates  23  ; it  appears  that  he  had  that  number  of  eftates,  but  eleven  of  them 
are  not  defcribed  as  manors. 
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to  the  St.  Amands,  who  were  confiderable  land-owners  in  this  county  in  the  13th 
and  14th  centuries.  The  Wahuls,  or  Wodhuls,  defcended  from.  Walter  Flan- 
drenfis,  were  barons,  and  continued  in  the  male  line  till  about  the  year  1550. 
Agnes,  only  child  of  the  laft  male  heir,  married  Richard  Chetwode  efq.  and 
died  in  1575.  The  chief  feat  of  the  Wahuls  was  at  Wodhul,  or  Odell  Caflle, 
which  paired,  with  other  eftates,  to  the  Chetwodes.  The  Wahuls  had  feats  alfo  at 
Shortgrave  and  Segenhoe.  Segenhoe  callle  is  mentioned  in  the  chronicle  of  Dun- 
ftaple  priory  under  the  year  1276.  It  feems  to  have  been  afterwards  the  feat  of 
lord  Grey  of  Ridgmont. 

Among  the  earlieft  extindl  families  which  are  known,  by  records  fubfequent  to  the 
Norman  furvey,  to  have  polfeifed  property  in  this  county,  may  be  reckoned  the 
Barons  Trally,  Patlhull,  and  Cantilupe,  the  families  of  Hoo,  Firmband,  Paben- 
ham,  Pavely  and  Morteyne.  The  Trallys  were  not  fummoned  to  parliament  after 
the  reign  of  king  John,  but  the  family  was  not  extind  till  about  the  year  1350. 
Their  chief  feat  was  at  Yielden,  anciently  called  Giveldune.  The  Patfhulls,  who 
had  their  feat  at  Bletfoe,  were  extind  in  the  male  line  about  the  year  1368  ; their 
Bedfordlhire  eftates  palled  by  a coheirefs  to  the  family  of  Beauchamp,  and  from 
them  to  the  St.  Johns,  who  had  before  inherited  confiderable  eftates  by  a female 
heir  from  the  Pavelys.  The  Cantilupes  became  extind  in  the  year  1272,  when 
their  eftates  in  this  county  devolved  by  a coheir  to  the  Zouches,  and  palled  from 
them  by  purchafe,  about  the  year  1480,  to  the  Brays,  an  ancient  family,  who 
gave  name  to  the  village  of  Eaton-Bray.  They  were  ennobled  in  the  21ft  year  of 
king  Henry  VUIth’s  reign ; and  became  extind  in  the  principal  branch  by  the  death 
of  John  lord  Bray,  without  iffue,  in  1 557. 

The  noble  family  of  Grey  of  Ruthin,  was  fettled  at  Wreft  in  this  county 
before  the  year  1324.  Their  eftates  are  now  poffeffed  by  their  reprefentative  Lady 
Lucas,  grand-daughter  of  Henry  the  laft  earl  of  Kent,  who  in  1710  was  advanced 
to  a dukedom,  and  died  without  leaving  any  male  iffue. 

The  Hoos,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  record  of  Doomfday,  are  faid  to  have 
been  fettled  at  Luton-Hoo  before  the  conqueft u.  Sir  Thomas  Hoo  was  created 
lord  Hoo  and  Haftings  in  1447,  and  dying  without  iffue  male,  his  Bedfordlhire 
eftate  went  to  his  eldeft  daughter,  who  married  fir  Geoffrey  Boleyne.  Paulinus  Peyvre, 
a man  who  from  a mean  origin  was  railed  to  the  high  ftation  of  Steward  of  the 
houfehold  to  Henry  III.,  having  amaffed  great  wealth,  became  the  founder  of  a fa- 
mily, who  had  their  chief  feat  at  Toddington,  and  poffeffed  confiderable  eftates  in 
the  county,  which,  after  a fucceftion  of  feveral  generations,  paffed,  by  an  heir  £e- 

11  See  Chauncy’s  hiftory  of  Hertfordlhirv,  p.  510. 
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male,  to  the  Broughtons.  The  Godwicks  became  poflefled  of  a large  landed  pro- 
perty in  this  county,  about  the  end  of  the  15th  and  the  beginning  of  the  16th  cen- 
turies, principally  by  purchafe  from  the  Mowbrays.  Their  feat  was  at  Willington. 
William  Godwick,  of  that  place,  was  created  a baronet  in  1612.  The  title  and 
family  are  extindt.  Mod  of  their  edates  were  purchafed  by  Sarah  duchefs  of  Marl- 
borough, and  are  now,  by  fubfequent  purchafes,  in  the  Bedford  family.  The  Char- 
nocks,  who  fettled  in  this  county  about  the  year  1500,  had  their  chief  feat  at  Hul- 
cot.  St.  John  Charnock  efq.  was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  The  male  line  of 
this  family  became  extindt  by  the  death  of  Sir  Villiers  Charnock,  the  lad  baronet,  in 
1779,  w^en  the  edates  palled  to  the  family  of  Hervey  of  Chilton  in  Bucking- 
hamfliire,  as  heirs  in  the  female  line.  'The  Cockaynes,  who  gave  name  to  the  village 
of  Cockayne-Hatley,  were  defcended  from  chief  baron  Cockayne,  who  purchafed 
an  edate  there,  and  died  in  1427.  This  family  has  not  long  been  extindt.  They 
are  reprefented  in  the  female  line  by  the  Cuds.  The  Conqueds,  who  gave  name  to 
Houghton-Conqued,  were  fettled  in  that  village  as  early  as  the  13th  century.  The 
family  became  extindt  by  the  death  of  Benedidt  Conqued  efq.  father  of  lady  Arun- 
del of  Wardour. 

Fuller,  who  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  after  giving,  from  an  ancient 
record,  a catalogue  of  the  principal  gentry  of  Bedfordlhire  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VI.,  fays,  “ Hungry  Time  has  made  a glutton’s  meal  on  this  catalogue  of  gentry, 
and  hath  left  but  a little  morfel,  for  manners,  remaining  ; fo  few  of  thefe  are 
found  extant  in  this  diire,  and  fewer  continuing  in  genteel  equipage ; among  whom 
I mud  not  forget  the  family  of  the' Blundells,  whereof  fir  Edward  Blundell  be- 
haved himfelf  right  valiantly  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Roe x.”  The 
only  family  in  this  catalogue  that  is  not  now  extindt,  is  that  of  Mordaunt,  fince 
ennobled,  and  no  longer  connedted  with  the  county.  The  Blundells,  the  Hafel- 
dens  of  Goldington,  and  the  Conqueds,  have  become  extindt  fince  Fuller’s  time. 
The  Wingates  of  Harlington  are  extindl  alfo  in  the  male  line,  being  reprefented 
by  the  family  of  Jennings. 

A few  families  which  fettled  in  the  county  at  a later  period  have  alfo  become  extindt. 
The  Fitzjefferys  of  Creakers  in  Barford,  were  fettled  there  not  long  after  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.,  and  became  extindt  in  the  17th  century.  The  Adreys  came 
into  Bedfordlhire  in  the  early  part  of  the  16th  century.  The  late  Dr.  ATtrey  was 
the  lad  heir  male  of  this  family,  whofe  edates  have  palfed,  by  inheritance  in  the 
female  line,  to  the  Penydons  of  Cornwell  in  Oxfordlhire.  The  Bechers,  who  were 
of  Howbury  in  Renhold,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  have  not  long 

* The  expedition  to  the  ifle  of  Rhee,  under  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 
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been  extinct.  They  poifeffed  confiderable  eftates  in  that  neighbourhood,  which 
were  fold  about  the  year  1780.  The  Gerys,  who  fettled  at  Bulhmead  priory 
foon  after  the  dilfolution  of  Monafteries,  became  extinct  in  the  male  line  by  the 
death  of  the  la*-e  William  Gery  efq.  in  1802.  The  Rev.  Hugh  Wade,  who  married 
one  of  his  daughters  and  co-heirs,  and  fome  years  ago  took  the  name  of  Gery 
at  the  requeft  of  his  father-in-law,  in  addition  to  his  own,  refides  at  Bufhmead.  The 
Caters, who  had  a feat  at  Kempfton,  and  poifeffed  confiderable  eftates  there  for  nearly 
two  centuries,  have  not  long  been  extindl.  Their  eftates  have  fince  been  fold. 
The  Bromfalls  of  Blunham,  who  had  large  eftates  in  that,  and  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring parifhes,  during  the  17th  century,  are  fuppofed  to  be  extind.  Some  of  their 
eftates  were  fold  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne. 

Nobility  of  the  County , and  Places  which  have  given  Titles  to  any  Ranks  or  Branches 

of  the  Peerage. 

Bedford,  the  county-town,  has  given  title  to  feveral  noble  families.  Ingram  de 
Coucy,  conftable  of  France,  and  earl  of  Soiflons,  was  created  earl  of  Bedford  by  Ed- 
ward III.  in  1 365.  John  Plantagenet,  third  fon  of  Henry  IV.,  was  created  duke  of 
Bedford,  and  was  afterwards  Regent  of  France.  George  Plantagenet,  youngeft  fon  of 
king  Edward  IV.,  who  died  in  his  infancy,  had  the  title  of  duke  of  Bedford.  George 
Neville  was  created  duke  of  Bedford  in  1470,  and  degraded  in  1478.  Jafper  Tudor, 
(uncle  of  Henry  VII.)  was  created  duke  of  Bedford  in  1485  ; the  title  became  again 
extin£l  at  his  death.  The  lady  Mary,  daughter  to  Henry  VIII.,  (afterwards 
queen  of  England,)  was  created  countefs  of  Bedford  by  her  father,  in  1537  y.  In 
1 549  the  earldom  was  revived  in  the  perfon  of  John  lord  Ruffell,  whofe  defend- 
ant was,  in  1694,  advanced  to  the  dukedom.  In  this  family  the  title  ftill  continues. 
Cranfield,  a village  on  the  borders  of  Buckinghamlhire,  gives  the  title  of  baron  to 
the  duke  of  Dorfet,  whofe  anceftor  Charles  Sackville,  was  in  1675  created  baron 
Cranfield,  and  earl  of  Middlefex.  When  Henry  earl  of  Kent  was  in  1706  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  a marquis,  he  was  at  the  fame  time  created  earl  of  Harold  in  Bed- 
fordfhire,  which  title  was  borne  by  his  only  fon,  who  died  in  his  father’s  life-time. 
Milbrook  near  Ampthill  gave  the  title  of  baron  in  1442  to  fir  John  Cornwall,  who 
was  alfo  lord  Fanhope,  by  which  title  he  was  generally  known.  William  Clay- 
' ton  efq.  being  poifeffed  of  the  manor  of  Sundon,  in  this  county,  was  in  1735  crea- 
ted an  Irifh  peer  by  the  title  of  lord  Sundon,  which  became  extinft  at  his  death. 
Thefe  are  the  only  places  in  the  county  which  have  given  titles  to  any  orders  of  the 
peerage. 


J See  Gough’s  Camden. 
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The  following  peers,  upon  their  fummons  or  creation,  were  defcribed  as  of 
places  in  this  county.  Lord  Beauchamp  of  Bletfoe  ; lord  Grey  of  Ridgmont ; lord 
Bray  of  Eaton-Bray ; and  lord  Cheney  of  Toddington,  all  extind  ; lord  Mordaunt 
of  Turvey  (now  earl  of  Peterborough)  ; lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoe ; Vifc.  Bruce  of 
Ampthill  (now  earl  of  Aylefbury)  ; lord  Bathurft  of  Battlefden ; lord  Carteret  of 
Hawnes ; and  lord  Byng  of  Southill  (now  Vifc.  Torrington).  When  lord  Ongley 
was  created  an  Irilh  peer  he  was  defcribed  as  of  Old- Warden,  which,  by  a fic- 
tion in  ufe  upon  fuch  occafions,  is  faid  to  be  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  The 
carls  of  Peterborough  and  Aylefbury,  lord  Bathurft  and  lord  Torrington  are  not 
now  conne&ed  with  this  county. 


Noblemen* s Seats. 

Fuller  tells  us,  that  in  his  time  Toddington,  Ampthill  (by  which  he  means  % 
Houghton  Park,  the  feat  of  the  earls  of  Aylefbury,  partly  in  Ampthill  parifh),  and 
Woburn,  carried  away  the  credit  among  the  houfes  of  the  nobility.  Toddington 
houfe,  which  after  the  Cheneys,  became  a feat  of  the  noble  family  of  Wentworth, 
has  been  nearly  pulled  down.  Houghton  Park  is  in  ruins.  Woburn,  with  in- 
creafed  magnificence,  is  ftill  the  chief  feat  of  the  noble  family  of  Rufiell,  who  firft 
fettled  in  this  county  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  That  monarch  granted  to  their 
anceftor  John  lord  Ruffell  the  fcite  of  Woburn  abbey,  and  feveral  manors  which 
had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent.  Their  eftates  have  been  from  time  to  time 
augmented  by  various  purchafes,  particularly  by  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent 
duke ; and  now  form  what  may  be  confidered  as  by  far  the  largeft  landed  property 
in  the  county.  The  duke  of  Bedford  has  a pretty  villa  at  Oakley,  which  was  his 
chief  refidence  before  he  fucceeded  to  the  title.  The  marquis  of  Bute,  the  earl  of 
Upper-Offory,  lady  Lucas,  lord  St.  John,  lord  Carteret,  and  lord  Ongley,  have 
feats  in  this  county.  The  earl  of  Afhburnham  has  no  feat  at  Clapham,  as  erro- 
neoufly  ftated  in  fome  of  the  Peerages,  and  other  works.  He  inherited  the  manor 
in  confequence  of  his  anceftor’s  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  that 
place  ; but  the  manor-houfe  is  an  inconfiderable  building,  and  has  long  been  occu- 
pied as  a farm.  Lord  Hampden  has  a fmall  villa  at  Bromham,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Oufe,  which  he  feldom  vifits.  It  was  a favourite  refidence  of  the  late  lord. 

The  Marquis  of  Bute’s  father,  the  late  Earl,  purchafed  Luton-Hoo  in  1763, 
and  began  a magnificent  manfion  which  is  not  yet  completed.  The  Earl  of 
Offory’s  family  fettled  in  this  county  in  1736,  when  Ampthill  park  was  purchafed 
by  his  grandmother,  Lady  Gowran.  Lady  Lucas,  as  before  mentioned,  inherits 
Wreft  Park,  as  reprefentative  of  the  ancient  and  noble  family  of  Grey,  who  were 
fettled  there  before  the  year  1324.  The  St.  Johns  became  poffeffed  of  confider- 
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able  eflates  in  Bedfordfhire  in  the  14th  century,  by  marriages  with  the  Pavelys 
and  Patfhulls.  They  were  ennobled  in  1559.  Bletfoe,  then  the  family  feat,  is 
now  a farm  houfe.  Melchbourn,  their  prefent  refidence,  came  into  the  family  by 
purchafe ; exadly  at  what  time  cannot  be  learned.  It  had  been  in  the  Ruffed  fa- 
mily, by  grant  from  the-  crown,  after  the  diffolution  of  Monafteries.  Lord  Car- 
teret’s anceftors  fettled  in  this  county  by  the  purchafe  of  Hawnes  Park,  in  the  year 
1667.  Lord  Hampden  inherits  Bromham  from  Lord  Trevor,  who  purchafed  that 
and  other  eflates  about  a century  ago.  Lord  Ongley  inherits  his  feat  at  Warden 
from  Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  an  opulent  merchant,  who  purchafed  it  about  1690. 
His  father  changed  his  name  from  Henley. 

Earl  Spencer,  although  he  has  no  refidence  -in  this  county,  has  confiderable 
eflates,  the  greater  part  of  which  have  been  in  his  family  for  nearly  two  centuries. 
Others  were  purchafed  by  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  by  her  bequeathed  to 
his  grandfather,  the  Honourable  John  Spencer. 

3 roneis  extind  and  exi/iing. 

The  extind  baronets  county  are,  Napier  of  Luton-Hoo,  created  in  1612, 

and  extind  in  174  ; ; k of  Willington,  created  in  1612,  extind  about  20 

years  ago ; Winch  of  Hawnes,  created  in  1660  ; Charnock  of  Hulcot,  created  in 
1661,  extind  in  1779  j Anderfon  of  Ey worth,  created  in  1664,  and  extind  in 
1773  ; Sabine  0 Eyne,  or  Ion,  created  in  1671  ; and  Cornifh  of  Sharnbrook, 
created  in  1765,  and  extind  in  1770. 

The  prefent  baronets  who  have  feats  in  the  county  are  Sir  Montague  Burgoyne  of 
Sutton ; Sir  Philip  Monnoux  of  Sandy  ; Sir  George  Ofborn  of  Chickfand  ; and 
Sir  Hugh  Inglis  of  Milton-Bryant. 

The  Burgoynes  are  one  of  the  mofl  ancient  families  in  this  county,  where  they 
appear  to  have  been  fettled  as  early  as  the  latter  end  of  the  15th  century.  Sir  Mon- 
tague Burgoyne’s  anceftor  was  created  a baronet  in  1641.  The  Monnouxes  were 
originally  a Worceflerfhire  family.  Humphrey  Monnoux,  grandfather  of  Hum- 
phrey, who  was  created  a baronet  in  1660,  was  the  firfl  who  fettled  in  Bedford- 
{hire,  at  Wotton,  the  ancient  family  feat,  now  occupied  by  a tenant.  Sandy,  their 
prefent  refidence,  appears  to  have  been  a fubfequent  purchafe.  The  Ofborns  were 
an  Effex  family.  Sir  John  Ofborn,  treafurer’s  remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer, 
fettled  at  Chickfand  about  the  year  1600;  his  grandfon,  Sir  John  Ofborn  knt. 
was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  Sir  Hugh  Inglis,  who  married  the  heir  of  the 
Johnfons  of  Milton-Bryant,  was  created  a baronet  in  1801. 

The  anceftor  of  the  Langleys  of  Sheriffs-Hutton  Park,  in  Yorkfhire,  advanced  to 
the  degree  of  baronet  in  1641,  was  then  of  Higham-Gobion,  in  Bedfordfhire,  which 
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not  long  afterwards  palled  out  of  the  family.  The  prefent  baronet,  of  the  Aldon 
family,  which  was  raifed  to  that  degree  in  1641,  refides  wholly  in  Cambridgefhire : 
he  has  no  male  ifiue,  nor  is  there  any  prefumptive  heir  to  the  title.  Odell  callle, 
and  the  Bedfordlhire  eflates  of  this  family  are,  by  fettlement  or  bequeft,  the  pro- 
perty of  Thomas  Alfton  efq.  Lord  Torrington’s  anceftor,  when  he  was  created  a 
baronet,  was  defcribed  as  of  Southill,  now  the  feat  of  Mr.  Whitbread.  Lord 
vifcount  Newhaven  having  fome  property,  though  no  refidence  at  Marlton-Mor- 
teyne,  in  this  county,  was,  when  created  a baronet  in  1763,  (by  the  name  of  Sir 
William  Mayne)  defcribed  as  of  that  place. 

Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  bart.  of  Ambrofden,  in  Oxfordlhire,  has  a feat  in 
this  county  at  Battlefden,  by  inheritance  from  the  Pages.  The  late  Sir  Gillias 
Payne  bart.  had  a feat  at  Tempsford,  which  he  purchafed  in  1772,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  his  grandfon,  a minor. 


Principal  Gentry , and  their  Seats. 

The  mod:  diftinguilhed  feats  of  the  gentry  are,  Odell  Caftle,  Mr.  Allton’s ; 
Southill,  the  feat  of  Samuel  Whitbread  efq.  M.  P. ; and  Colworth  houfe,  the  feat 
of  William  Lee  Antonie  efq.  M.  P. ; befides  which  may  be  enumerated  : 


Arle  fey,  - 
Blunham,  - 
Bufhmead,  - 
Egginton, 
Fenlake  Barns, 

Flitwick,  - - 


Harold,  - - 

Henlow,  - - 

Hinwick, 
Hockliffe,  - - 


Edwards 

Mrs.  Campbell 
Rev.  H.  W.  Gery 
Fr.  Moore,  efq. 

A villa  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread, 

Geo.  Brooks,  efq.  in 
the  occupation  of 
the  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Trevor 

Robert  Garltin,  efq. 
George  Edwards,  efq- 
Richard  Orlebar,  efq. 
Richard  Gilpin,  efq. 


Houghton  Regis, 

Howberry, 

Ickwell-bury, 

Ickwell, 

Kempfton, 

Leighton  Bufard, 


Muggerhanger,  - 
Ridgmont,  - 
Stockwood, 
Tingrith,  - 
Turvey,  - - - 

Turvey  Abbey,  - 


> 


"Henry  Brandreth,  efq. 
J.  Polhill,  efq. 

John  Harvey,  efq. 

C.  Fyfhe  Palmer,  efq. 
Robert  Dennis,  efq. 
Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh,  in 
the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Dickirifon. 
GodfreyThornton,efq. 
Dr.  Macqueen 
John  Crawley,  efq. 

C.  D.  Willaume,  efq. 
John  Higgins,  efq. 
John  Higgins,  jun.  efq. 


The  Whitbreads  are  faid,  by  family  tradition,  as  appears  by  an  infcription  on 
the  monument  of  the  prefent  Mr.  Whitbread’s  grandfather  in  Cardington  church, 
to  have  been  of  great  antiquity  in  this  county ; but  their  name  does  not  occur  in  the 
lift;  of  gentry  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  ; nor  is  there  any  pedigree  of  the  family 
in  the  Heralds’  vifitations.  It  is  certain,  neverthelefs,  that  Iort  houfe  in  Graven- 
hurlt,  which,  in  the  infcription  above  alluded  to,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  ancient 
feat  of  the  family,  was  fold  by  William  Whitbread  gent,  in  1639,  as  appears  by 
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the  title-deeds  of  the  prefent  pofleffor x.  The  Crawleys  were  fettled  in  the  parifh 
of  Luton  foon  after  the  year  1600,  if  not  before.  The  Brandreths  were 
fettled  at  Houghton- Regis  before  the  year  1672.  The  Edwards’s  have  been 
fettled  at  Arlefey,  and  the  Harveys,  at  Ickwell-bury,  more  than  a century.  The  Wil- 
laumes  of  Tingrith  fettled  there  in  1710. 

. Non-refident  Families. 

A few  families,  which  are  no  longer  refident,  hill  retain  their  anceftors’  eftates 
in  this  county,  as  the  Leighs,  the  Franklins,  and  Sadleirs.  The  Leighs  of  Stone- 
leigh  have  held  the  manor  of  Leighton-Bufard,  under  the  church  of  Windfor, 
above  200  years  ; and  fome  of  the  family  formerly  refided  in  the  manor-houfe. 
The  Franklins  were  of  Maverns,  in  Bolnhurft,  as  early  as  the  year  1600  ; they 
afterwards  removed  to  Great  Barford : it  is  a confiderable  time  fince  they  quitted 
the  county.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  prefent  reprefentative,  poffeftes  the  family  eftates  at 
both  places.  Mr.  Sadleir’s  collateral  anceltor,  from  whom  he  inherits  the  manor  of 
Afpley-Guife,  was  created  a baronet  in  1661  ; and  appears  to  have  had  a feat  in  that 
parifh,  although  in  his  patent  he  was  defcribed  of  Temple-Dinefley,  in  Hertford- 
fhire  : feveral  of  the  family  are  interred  at  Afpley. 

Geographical  and  Geological  Defcription  of  the  County. 

The  county  of  Bedford  is  bounded  on  the  North  and  North-Eaft  by  Northamp- 
tonfhire ; on  the  Eaft  by  Huntingdonfhire,  Cambridgefhire,  and  Hertfordfhire ; 
and  on  the  Weft  by  Buckinghamfhire  and  part  of  Northamptonfhire. 

The  author  of  the  General  View  of  the  Agriculture  of  this  county,  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  calculates  it  to  be  145  miles  in  circuit, 
inclofing  an  area  of  307,200  acres y:  of  thefe  he  computes  217,200  to  be  in 
open  or  common  fields,  common  meadows,  commons  and  waftes  ; 68,100  in 
inclofed  meadows,  pafture,  and  arable;  and  21,900  of  woodland.  A great  pro- 
portion of  the  woodland  has  been  planted  within  a few  years  : the  chief  planters 
have  been  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Upper-Offory,  Lord  Carteret,  and 
Fr.  Moore,  efq.  There  are  fome  woods  of  confiderable  extent  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Southill,  Warden,  Chickfand,  and  Hawnes.  Woburn  park  is  well  wooded  with 
oak  and  other  timber  trees.  In  Lord  Offory’s  park  at  Ampthill,  fome  aged  oaks, 
of  a remarkable  fize,  are  a great  embellifhment  to  the  fcenery  ; and,  combined  with 
the  natural  inequality  of  the  ground,  render  it  very  picturefque : few  fituations 
in  the  county  have  a claim  to  that  defcription.  There  is  fome  pleafing  fcenery 

x See  the  account  of  Gravenhurft.  v 

y Dr.  Beke  calculates  the  number  of  acres  at  293,059.  See  his  Obfervations  on  the  Income  Tax. 
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about  Afpley-Guife,  Ridgmont,  and  Warden.  The  view  from  Ridgmont  rove 
Buckinghamfhire  is  very  extenfive.  The  view  from  Milbrook  church-yard  over  the 
vale  of  Bedford,  that  from  Toternhoe  Caftle  over  a great  part  of  Bedfordfhire  and 
Buckinghamfhire,  and  the  ride  along  the  downs  from  Stretley  to  Barton,  looking 
over  Wreft  park  and  towards  Hertfordfhire,  claim  particular  notice. 

The  fcenery  of  Bedfordfhire  is  confiderably  enlivened  by  the  fleeples  of  churches, 
although  not  fo  much  as  in  fome  other  counties.  Towards  the  borders  of  Northamp- 
tonfhire  are  feveral  handfome  fpires ; of  thefe  Keyfoe  and  Souldrop  are  molt  confpi- 
cuous  in  the  fcenery.  In  the  Southern  parts  of  the  county,  the  churches  of  Todding- 
ton  and  Shitlington  are  among  the  molt  remarkable,  as  difhant  objects.  In  this 
part  of  the  county  the  Buckingham  (hire  churches  of  Bow-Brickhill,  and  Edlefbo- 
rough  are  ftriking  objedts.  The  beautiful  fpire  of  Hanflape,  lately  deflroyed  by 
lightning,  was  feen  to  much  advantage  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Ridgmont. 

Fuller,  fpeaking  in  general  terms  of  the  foil  of  this  county,  gives  a pretty  juft 
defcription  of  it  by  faying,  that  it  is  a deep  clay,  with  a belt  or  girdle  of  fand 
about,  or  rather  athwart,  the  body  of  it,  from  Woburn  to  Potton.  The  author  of 
the  agricultural  report  fays,  that  there  is  every  foil,  and  every  mixture  of  foil,  in 
this  county.  He  defcribes  the  prevailing  foil  of  the  North  and  Weft  parts  to  be 
clay  and  ftrong  loam ; that  of  the  South  and  Eaft  parts,  light  loam,  fand,  gravel, 
and  chalk.  The  chalk  hills  extend  acrofs  the  county  from  Hertfordfhire  to  Buck- 
inghamlhire,  including  the  whole  range  of  Luton  and  Dunftaple  downs. 

Produce. 

This  county  has  been  long  noted  for  its  abundant  produce  of  fine  wheat  and 
barley.  The  vale  of  Bedford  is  one  of  the  mod  extenfive  corn  diftridts.  The 
cultivation  of  woad,  mentioned  by  former  writers  as  carried  on  to  a confiderable 
extent  in  Bedfordfhire,  has  long  been  wholly  laid  afide.  Three  hundred  acres 
were  lately  let  for  this  purpofe  at  7I.  per  acre  at  Tyringham  and  Lathbury,  in  the 
neighbouring  county  of  Buckingham  j but  at  the  expiration  of  two  years,  the  term 
for  which  this  land  was  taken,  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  culture  took  fome 
land  in  Northamptonfhire,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  at  a lower  rent.  In  fome  parts 
of  Bedfordfhire,  particularly  in  the  parifh  of  Sandy,  garden  vegetables  are 
raifed  in  confiderable  quantities  for  the  fupply  of  the  neighbouring  towns.  In 
the  Southern  part  of  the  county  are  many  large  dairy  farms',  the  produce  of  which, 
being  chiefly  butter,  is  conveyed  in  carts  to  the  London  markets. 
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Natural  History. 


This  county  does  not  abound  in  foffils  either  native  or  extraneous.  It  has  been 
faid  indeed  that  gold  ore  was  formerly  difcovered  at  Pollux-hill,  and  that  an  attempt 
was  made  to  work  a mine  there  : but  it  is  probable  that  this  idea  originated  in  miftake. 
Woodward  mentions  “ a mafs  of  yellow  (hining  talc,  with  a yellow  earthy  matter 
mixt  with  it,”  as  found  at  this  place  : probably  a fimilar  fubftance  was  miftaken 
for  gold,  by  perfons  not  (killed  in  mineralogy. 

The  greater  part  of  the  extraneous  foffils  which  occur  in  this  county,  are  found 
in  the  ftratum  of  lime-ftone,  which  follows  the  courfe  of  the  river  Oufe.  This 
ftratum  abounds  with  the  different  kinds  of  (hells,  and  other  marine  productions, 
which  are  commonly  found  imbedded  in  the  yellow  lime-ftone.  Cornua  Ammonis , 
and  other  kinds  of  (hells,  are  found  in  the  ftratum  of  (lone  in  the  Toternhoe 
quarries,  which  lies  above  that  which  is  ufed  for  building  ; and  great  abundance  of 
petrified  wood,  together  with  gryphites , belemnites , &c.  under  the  ftratum  of  fuller’s- 
earth,  at  Afpley.  Petrified  wood  has  alfo  been  found  in  other  parts  of  this  county, 
where  the  foil  is  fandy.  The  petrifying  fpring  fpoken  of  by  Fuller  and  other 
writers  does  not  exift. 

Woodward  mentions  nautili , and  other  (hells,  as  found  in  a chalk-pit  at  Cad- 
dington  z j (hark’s  teeth,  ammonites , belemnites , he.  in  a light  coloured  clay  near 
Leighton 1 j and  echini  in  the  fields  near  Eaton-bray b. 

Rare  Plants. 

The  botanical  hiftory  of  this  county  has  been  induftrioufly  inveftigated  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Abbot,  of  Bedford,  who  has  publiffied  a very  ample  Flora  of  its  indi- 
genous plants.  Among  the  mod  rare  are  Lythrum  hyjjbpifolium , which  grows 
plentifully  in  the  fields  between  Oakley  and  Clapham ; Malaxis  paludofa , which  • 
grows  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Potton ; Campanula  latifolia  and  Eriophoron  poly- 
fiachion , near  Dunftaple  ; Geranium  Phceum , near  Everffiolt ; Hyoferis  minima , near 
Afpley  and  Ampthill ; Centunculus  minimus , near  Ampthill ; Ornithogalum  Pyrenai- 
cum , near  Eaton-Socon  ; Hypocharis  glabra  ; Salix  rubra  ; Melampyrum  crijla- 
tum ; Alifma  ranunculoides ; Inula  Helenium ; Prifolium  ochroleucum ; Carex 
Jlrigofa , and  Phlaum  paniculatum.  One  ffiould  be  almoft  inclined  to  fuppofe  that 
the  feeds  of  the  Draba  muralis  and  Erodium  mofehatum , two  Northern  plants 


2 Catalogue,  vol.  II.  p.  93.  b .6. 
p.  72.  h.  162. 


* Ibid.  b.  10,  and  p.  104.  i.  2. 
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found  by  Dr.  Abbot  in  Bedfordfhire  fince  the  publication  of  his  Flora*  had  been  in* 
troduced  into  this  county  by  fome  botanift.  Many  rare  plants  have  thus  become 
naturalized,  at  places  very  remote  from  that  of  their  original  growth.  Dr.  Abbot 
found  the  Euphorbia  Cyparijfias , confidered  as  a doubtful  native  plant,  growing- 
wild  in  Barton-Leet  woods. 

/ 

Mineral  Waters. 

Several  fprings  in  this  county  are  known  to  be  impregnated  with  various 
minerals,  but  none  of  them  have  acquired  much  celebrity.  The  ingenious  Dr. 
Yeats,  phyfician  to  the  Infirmary  at  Bedford,  who  has  bellowed  confiderable  atten- 
tion on  this  fubjedl,  has  favoured  us  with  a lift  of  the  places  where  mineral  fprings 
have  been  pointed  out  to  him,  and  the  refult  of  his  analyfis  of  a few  of  them.  The 
fprings  enumerated  are  at  Barton  ; Bedford  (near  the  Friars)  ; Cupwell  at  Bletfoe 
(near  the  Falcon)  ; Poplar  well  at  Blunham  (near  Barford  bridge) ; Bromham  (near 
Webb’s  lane)  ; Bufhmead  ; Clapham  ; Cranfield  ; Hulcot ; Milton-Erneft  ; two  at 
Odell ; Chadwell  at  Pertenhall ; a well  called  Ochres  at  Rifely  ; Silfoe  (at  a farm 
called  New  Inn)  ; Turvey  (in  Dovehoufe  Clofe)  ; and  the  fpring  which  fupplies  the 
cold  bath  in  Wreft-gardens.  Dr.  Yeats  has  analyfed  the  water  from  Clapham, 
Wreft-gardens,  Bromham,  Oakley,  and  Turvey.  <c  The  two  firft  evidently  con- 
<c  tain  iron.  In  the  Wreft-garden  water,  iron  appears  to  be  held  in  folutign  by 
“ the  carbonic  acid  ; in  the  Clapham  water,  by  the  vitriolic  acid  forming  the  fer - 
“ rum  vitriolatum.  They  both  of  them  contain  alfo  the  fulphat  and  muriat  of 
“ lime,  as  likewife  the  fulphat  of  magnefia,  or  Epfom  falts.  The  Bromham  water 
<c  contains  no  iron,  but  holds  in  folution  the  different  falts  juft  mentioned  5 the 
£c  muriat  of  lime  being  in  confiderable  quantity.”  The  fpring  at  Oakley  contains 
the  fame  falts  in  fmail  quantities,  except  that  it  is  not  ferruginous : it  is  remarkably 
clear  and  tranfparent.  The  fpring  at  Turvey  contains  “ a very  large  proportion  of 
“ lime,  held  in  folution  by  a fuperabundance  of  carbonic  acid.”  Of  the  waters 
which  have  not  been  analyfed,  one  of  the  fprings  at  Odell  is  known  to  be  mildly 
cathartic  ; and  Chadwell  at  Pertenhall,  fomewhat  ferruginous. 

Rivers . 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  county  are  the  Oufe  and  the  Ivel.  The  circuitous 
courfe  of  the  Oufe  feerns  to  have  been  much  exaggerated.  Fuller  fays  that  its 
courfe  through  this  county  (which  is  only  18  miles  in  width)  is  no  lefs  than  80 
miles ; and  the  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia  ftate  it  to  be  go  miles  : but  as  it  is 
defcribed  on  Jeffries’s  map,  which  was  made  by  a trigonometrical  furvey,  its  courfe 
does  not  appear  to  be  more  than  forty-five  miles. 
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The  Oufe  enters  this  county,  on  its  courfe  from  Buckinghamlhire,  in  the  parifli 
of  Turvey  ; from  whence  it  paffes  between  Carlton  and  Harold  ; between  Odell  and 
Chillington,  near  Felmerlham,  Sharnbrook,  Bletfoe,  Milton-Erned,  and  Oakley ; 
between  Bromham  and  Biddenham  to  Bedford,  where  it  becomes  navigable ; 
thence  near  Goldington,  Willington,  Barford,  Tempsford,  Roxton,  Little  Barford, 
and  Eaton-Socon : between  the  lafl  mentioned  place  and  St.  Neots,  it  quits  the 
county,  and  enters  Huntingdonlhire.  The  principal  bridges  over  the  Oufe  are 
Carlton,  Radwell,  Stafford  bridge  near  Oakley,  Bromham,  Bedford,  Barford,  and 
Tempsford.  Over  the  lad  mentioned  bridge  paffes  the  great  road  from  London 
to  Glafgow. 

The  filh  of  the  Oufe  are  pike,  perch,  bream,  chub,  bleak,  cray-filh,  fine  eels, 
dace,  roach,  and  gudgeon.  Bleak  abound  particularly  about  Bedford  bridge.  Eels  are 
found  in  the  greateft  abundance,  and  of  the  larged  fize,  at  Stoke  mill.  The  Onfe  is 
edeemed  a good  river  for  trolling  y.  The  average  depth  of  the  Oufe  is  confidered 
to  be  about  io  feet ; at  Sharnbrook  it  is  not  lefs  than  25  feet,  in  few  places  lefs 
than  4 : there  are,  notwithdanding,  feveral  fords ; as  at  Odell,  Pinchmiil  in  the 
parilh  of  Sharnbrook,  Radwell,  Oakley,  Clapham,  Kempdon,  Tempsford,  &c. 

The  river  Oufe  is  fubjedl  at  all  feafons  of  the  year  to  fudden  inundations,  which 
are  not  only  dedru&ive  to  the  produce  of  the  rich  meadows  on  its  banks,  but  have 
in  fome  indances  been  the  caufe  of  more  extenfive  calamities,  particularly  at  the 
town  of  Bedford  in  the  year  1256,  as  recorded  by  Matthew  Paris;  and  in  1570, 
as  related  in  two  pamphlets  bearing  that  date.  The  effedts  of  a dreadful  dorm, 
which  happened  Augud  19,  1672,  are  related  alfo  in  two  pamphlets.  The  Cam- 
bridgefhire  proverb  of 44  the  bailiff  of  Bedford  is  coming,”  mentioned  by  Fuller, 
alludes  to  the  inundations  of  the  Oufe,  a mod  rapacious  didrainer  of  hay  and  cattle. 

The  Ivel  rifes  near  Baldock  in  Hertfordfiiire,  and  enters  Bedfordlhire  near  Stot- 
fold,  not  far  from  Arlefey ; it  is  augmented  by  a fmall  dream  called  the  Hiz  : 
paffing  near  Henlow  to  Langford,  it  is  there  joined  by  a rivulet,  which  conveys  to 
it  the  waters  of  two  fmaller  dreams,  which  unite  near  Shefford.  One  of  thefe 
dreams  paffes  through  fir  George  Olborn’s  grounds  at  Chickfand,  At  Bigglef- 
wade,  the  Ivel  becomes  navigable,  and  paffes  thence  near  Sandy  and  Blunham  to 
Tempsford,  where  it  falls  into  the  Oufe.  The  only  confiderable  bridges  over  the 
Ivel  are  at  Girtford  (a  hamlet  of  Sandy)  and  at  Bigglefwade.  * The  bridge  at  Girt- 
ford  was  rebuilt  with  done  from  the  quarry  at  Sandy  in  1781,  that  at  Bigglefwade  in 
1796,  both  under  the  infpedlion  of  fir  Philip  Monnoux.  The  filh  of  the  Ivel  are  for 
the  mod  part  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Oufe  : it  is  particularly  famous  for  gud- 
geon. An  a£t  of  parliament  .paffed  in  1757,  for  making  the  Ivel  and  its  branches 
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navigable,  from  the  Oufe  at  Tempsford  to  Shotling  alias  Burntmill,  in  the  parilh  of 
Hitchin,  and  Blackhorfe  mill  in  the  parilh  of  Bygrave,  Herts,  and  to  the  North 
and  South  bridges  in  Shefford.  Under  this  aft  the  Ivel  was  in  1 758  made  naviga- 
ble to  Bigglefwade,  but  the  navigation  has  not  as  yet  been  extended  any  farther. 

The  river  Lea,  whofe  courfe  is  principally  through  Hertfordfhire,  rifes  near 
Houghton-Regis  in  this  county,  and  runs  through  the  whole  extent  of  Luton  parilh, 
feeding  a fine  piece  of  water  in  the  marquis  of  Bute’s  park. 

The  river  Ouzel  rifes  not  far  from  Whipfnade,  and  leaving  Eaton-Bray  on  the 
right,  feparates  this  county  from  Bucldnghamlhire  in  its  courfe  to  Leighton-Bufard. 

No  navigable  canal  paffes  through  this  county  ; but  the  Grand  Junftion  Canal 
touches  on  its  borders  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leighton-Bufard,  and  comes  up  to 
that  town.  It  has  been  in  contemplation  to  make  a canal  from  Leighton  to  join 
the  Oufe  at  Bedford. 

Roads. 

The  great  northern  road  to  Glafgow,  See.  enters  Bedfordlhire  about  the  41  mile- 
llone,  and  paffes  between  Aftwick  and  Edworth  to  Bigglefwade  j thence  through 
the  hamlets  of  Lov/er  Caldecot  and  Beefton-crofs  to  Girtford,  where  it  croffes  the 
Ivel,  and  leaving  Blunham  on  the  left,  proceeds  to  Tempsford : here  a turnpike 
road  to  St.  Neots  branches  off,  and  goes  about  two  miles  through  this  county, 
paffmg  through  Little  Barford.  The  Glafgow  road  croffes  the  Oufe  at  Tempsford, 
and  leaving  Roxton  on  the  left,  paffes  through  the  hamlet  of  Wybofton  to  Eaton 
Socon,  about  two  miles  beyond  which  it  quits  the  county.  _ 

The  great  road  to  Chefter  and  Holyhead  enters  this  county  about  the  thirty-three 
mile-ftone,  a mile  before  you  come  to  Dunftaple : from  that  town,  leaving 
Houghton-Regis  on  the  right,  and  Tilfworth  and  Stanbridge  on  the  left,  it  paffes 
to  Hockliffe,  commonly  called  Hockley-in-the-hole  : after  which  leaving  Battlefden 
and  Potefgrave  on  the  right,  it  quits  the  county  about  the  42  mile-ftone.  The  great 
road  to  Liverpool  branches  off  from  the  laft-mentioned  road  near  Hockliffe,  and 
paffmg  through  Woburn  quits  the  county  about  two  miles  on  the  other  fide  of 
that  town,  and  enters  Buckingham  (hire. 

The  road  from  London  to  Higham-Ferrars  and  Kettering  enters  this  county  from 
Hertfordlhire  about  the  36  mile-ftone ; leaving  Holwell  and  Stondon  on  the  left,  it 
proceeds  to  Shefford ; thence  to  Bedford,  without  palling  through  any  village, 
leaving  Southill,  Warden,  Cardington,  and  Cople  on  the  right,  and  Hawnes, 
Wilharnfted,  and  Elftow,  on  the  left.  From  Bedford  it  paffes  through  Clapham, 
Milton-Erneft,  and  Bletfoe ; and  leaving  Sharnbrook,  Souldrop,  and  Wimmington 


on 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


23 

on  the  left,  quits  the  county  about  1 1 miles  beyond  Bedford,  and  enters  Northamp- 
tonfhire;  its  courfe  through  this  county  being  about  26  miles. 

In  1802,  an  a£t  palfed  for  making  a new  turnpike-road  from  Browne’s  lane  in 
Great  Staughton  to  the  Bedford  turnpike  road  in  the  parhh  of  Lavendon  in  Buck- 
inghamlhire.  A confiderable  part  of  this  road  has  been  completed : it  erodes  the 
laft-mentioned  road  at  Stokemill,  and  is  intended  to  pafs  through  Sharnbrook, 

Odell,  and  Harold. 

Another  road,  from  London  to  Bedford,  enters  the  county  at  the  27  mile-ftone 
from  London,  and  paffes  through  Luton,  over  Luton  downs  to  Barton-in-the-clay 
and  Silfoe ; from  thence  through  Clophill,  leaving  Hawnes  on  the  right,  and 
through  Wilhamfted  and  Elftow  to  Bedford. 

Befides  thefe  principal  roads,  there  is  a very  good  turnpike  road  from  Ampthill  to 
Bedford  ; a turnpike  road  from  Ampthill  to  Woburn,  and  from  Bedford  to  Eaton- 
Socon,  on  either  fide  of  the  Oufe  ; the  two  roads  joining  at  Barford  bridge.  The 
road  from  Baldock  to  Shelford  enters  this  county  near  Stotfold,  and  paffes  through 
Arlefey,  Henlow,  and  Clifton.  \ 

A turnpike  road  from  Bedford  to  Olney,  of  late  much  out  of  repair,  paffes  over 
Biddenham  bridge  through  Bromham  to  Turvey,  where  it  leaves  the  county. 

The  old  road,  which  was  formerly  the  route  of  the  judges  on  their  circuit  from 
Bedford  to  Buckingham,  and  paffed  through  Stagfden  towards  Newport-Pagnel,  is 
become  by  difufe  quite  impaffable  for  carriages. 

A turnpike  road  from  Bedford  to  Kimbolton  was  began  fome  years  ago,  and 
nearly  completed  as  far  as  Bolnhurft,  but  is  ftill  unfinilhed. 

It  is  remarkable  that  there  is  no  carriage  road  from  Dunftaple  to  Luton,  though 
both  are  confiderable  towns,  and  the  diftance  only  five  miles. 

The  private  roads  in  general  are  bad,  excepting  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Bedford.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Cardington  and  Elftow,  the  public  have  been 
much  indebted  for  the  improvement  of  the  roads  to  the  exertions  of  the  late  Mr. 
Whitbread. 


Mcmufadures. 

The  principal  manufacture  of  this  county  is  thread-lace,  formerly  known  by  the 
name  of  bone-lace ; a term  now  grown  obfolete,  but  ftill  retained  as  fynonymous  in 
the  ftatute-books.  Lace  is  made  in  every  part  of  the  county,  excepting  in  a few  vil- 
lages, where  it  has  been  fuperfeded  by  the  ftraw  manufacture.  The  texture  is  not 
fo  fine  as  that  of  the  lace  made  in  fome  parts  of  Buckinghamfhire,  nor  are  the 
earnings  of  the  perfons  employed  in  it  fo  large;  the  average  day’s  work  of  an 

adult 


24 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


adult  producing  about  a (hilling  only  ; and  children  earning  from  two-pence  to 
five-pence.  The  trade  is  neverthelefs  flouriftiing,  and  the  demand  for  the  manu- 
facture increafing.  Lace-making  has  been  generally  efteemed  particularly  preju- 
dicial to  health,  and  perfons  travelling  through  the  counties  where  this  manu- 
facture prevails,  have  been  {truck  with  the  fickly  appearance  of  the  women  and 
children  employed  in  it ; which,  exclufively  of  the  pernicious  effe&s  attributed  by 
fome  to  the  pofture  of  the  manufacturers,  might  be  fufficiently  accounted  for  by 
the  fedentary  nature  of  their  employment,  and  their  habit  of  working  together  in 
fmall  crouded  rooms. 

The  draw  manufa£ture*-prevails,  and  has  of  late  much  increafed,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dunftaple  and  Toddington,  and  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordfhire. 
The  employment  is  not  neceflarily  fo  fedentary  as  lace-making,  for  the  ftraw  may 
be  platted  by  perfons  (landing  or  walking.  The  earnings,  even  of  thofe  who  make 
the  coarfe  plat,  are  higher  than  thofe  of  the  lace-makers,  and  the  profit  of  making 
the  fine  plat  is  very  confiderable. 

According  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament,  of  the  population  of  this  county  in 
1801,  the  number  of  perfons  employed  in  agriculture  was  then  18,766;  of  thofe 
employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicrafts,  13,816. 


Antiquities. 

Roman  Remains. 

The  Roman  antiquities,  which  have  been  difcovered  in  this  county,  are  not 
numerous,  or  of  much  importance.  They  confifl  chiefly  of  earthen  veflels,  frag- 
ments of  pottery,  and  coins.  Several  urns  of  -various  forms  were  dug  up  about 
twenty  years  ago,  in  the  parifh  of  Sandy,  at  a place  called  Cheflerfield,  with 
many  Roman  coins,  a fmall  mirror  of  metal,  a fibula,  and  fome  fragments  of  the 
beautiful  red  pottery,  ornamented  with  figures,  commonly  iuppofed  to  be  the  an- 
cient Samian  warec. 

An  amphora  was  found  about  the  year  1798,  in  the  peat  on  Maulden  Moor,  toge- 
ther with  feveral  urns  of  different  forms  and  fizes,  containing  bones  and  allies,  and 
fragments  of  the  red  pottery  enriched  with  figures  and  other  ornaments ; they  lay 
about  three  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  moor,  which  is  quite  level. 

Roman  coins  have  been  found  alfo  near  Dunftaple,  and  at  Market-ftreet. 

c Archasolog.  vol.  VIII.  p.  378. 
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Roman  Roads  and  Stations d. 

cc  This  county  is  crofted  by  three  roads  of  undoubted  antiquity  : the  Ikening-ftreet, 
the  Watling-ftreet,  and  a confiderable  Roman  road,  which  came  from  Hertford- 
fhire  to  the  ftation  near  Sandy,  and  pafied.  from  thence  to  the  Ermin-ftreet,  at 
Godmanchefter.  The  fxrfl  of  thefe  differs  in  fome  refpects  from  the  others : it  is  by 
no  means  fo  direct  in  its  line  as  Roman  roads  generally  are ; it  (hews  no  tendency 
(where  it  remains  in  its  primitive  if  ate)  to  pafs  through  Roman  towns ; nor  are  fuch 
towns  found  on  it  at  diffances  fuited  to  travelling ; it  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
ever  raifed  or  paved  (the  peculiar  and  infallible  mark  of  the  roads  conftrufted  by 
the  Romans)  ; and  in  many  parts  of  its  progrefs  it  divides  itfelf  into  feveral  branches, 
but  all  nearly  parallel  to  its  original  courfe.  Thefe  reafons,  added  to  its  name, 
which  is  Britifh,  give  great  countenance  to  the  opinion  that  it  was  a track-way  of 
the  ancient  inhabitants,  before  the  conqueft  of  the  country  by  the  Romans,  in  its 
courfe  from  the  Iceni  (the  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  England),  from 
whom  it  took  its  name.  After  palling  through  Cambridgefhire  and  a part  of 
Hertford  fhire,  it  enters  this  county  on  its  fouth-wefterly  borders,  and  croffes  the 
turnpike-road  from  Luton  to  Bedford,  about  the  16th  mile  ft  one ; here  a branch 
feems  to  bear  to  the  right,  through  Great  Bramingham  and  Houghton,  to  the  Britifh 
town  of  Maiden  Bower ; while  the  principal  road  continues  on  the  fide  of  the 
hills  between  Great  Bramingham  and  Limberly,  over  Seagrave  marfh,  through  the 
prefent  town  of  Dunftaple,  where  it  croffes  the  Watling-ftreet,  and  foon  after  enters 
Buckinghamfhire.  In  the  whole  of  its  paffage  through  this  and  the  neighbouring 
counties,  it  continues  on  the  top  or  Tides  of  the  Chalk  hills,  and  is  known  to  every 
inhabitant  by  the  name  of  the  Ikeneld  or  Ikening-ftreet. 

A fecond  great  military  way  paffes  through  Bedfordfhire,  under  the  name  of  the 
Watling-ftreet ; this  alfo  I have  no  doubt  was  another  Britifh  track-way,  traverfing 
the  ifland  from  the  Kentifh  coaft  to  the  country  of  the  Guetheli ; and  it  is  a curious 
circumftance,  that  an  ancient  track-way,  under  the  very  fame  name,  tends  from  the 
eaftern  extremity  of  Scotland  to  the  fame  country.  Thefe  Guetheli  were  the  remains 
of  the  old  Celtic  inhabitants  of  England,  who  had  been  driven,  by  powerful  and 
fucceffive  invaders,  to  the  extremity  of  Wales,  and  to  the  oppofite  fhores  of 
Ireland ; and  the  communication  with  their  country  muft  have  been  of  the  utmoft 

d We  have  been  favoured  with  an  account  of  the  Roman  roads  and  fictions  in  Bedfordfiiire,  and 
other  counties,  'by  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Cloyne;  who  has  taken  great  pains  in  the  inveftigation  of  this 
branch  of  antiquarian  fcience ; and  has  vifited  every  part  of  the  ifland  for  the  purpofe  of  local  obfer- 
vation.  He  has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  arrange  his  materials,  and  draw  up  a brief  fiatement  of  the 
refult  of  his  inquiries  in  each  county  for  the  ufe  of  this  work. 

Von.  I.  E 
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importance  in  thofe  early  times,  as  providing  a paffage  for  cattle  and  other  articles 
of  trade,  from  the  extreme.coafts  of  the  weft,  to  the  great  marts  for  foreign  merchants 
in  the  eaftern  ports  of  Britain.  Thus  the  Watling-ftreet,  (Via  Guethelinga,  as 
Richard  of  Cirencefter  exprefsly  calls  it)  would  be  the  road  of  the  Guetheli,  as 
the  Ikening-ftreet  was  the  road  of  the  Iceni.  Nor  let  fuch  perfons  as  have  not 
much  direded  their  minds  to  thefe  ftudies,  be  ftartled  at  the  idea  of  Britifh 
ways.  As  the  Britons,  even  in  Casfar’s  time,  made  ufe  of  chariots,  it  is  not 
very  probable  they  could  have  been  without  forne  fort  of  roads,  efpecially  as  their 
country  abounded  with  moralfes  and  forefts.  Now,  as  the  Romans  would  of  courfe 
adopt  fuch  parts  of  thefe  roads  as  fuited  their  own  convenience,  and  as  they  carried 
on  a trade  of  the  fame  nature  with  this  people,  they  made  ufe  of  the  whole  of  the 
road,  from  the  coaft  of  Kent  to  Wroxeter,  with  little  variation.  It  is  carried  through 
well-known  Roman  towns  at  regular  diftances,  bears  fteadily  and  diredly  to  its 
point,  and  wherever  it  is  deferted  by  the  modern  turnpike-road,  (as  between  Weedon, 
in  Northamptonlhire,  and  Wall,  in  StafFordfhire,)  {hews  ftill  a very  elevated  creft  ; the 
original  pavement  is  alfo  found  in  many  places,  though  fometimes,  where  it  has  paffed 
over  a rnoffy  foil,  fuch  pavement  is  beneath  the  prefent  furface  ; it  enters  this  county 
at  the  33d  mile-ftone,  in  its  way  from  St.  Albans  to  Stony  Stratford,  keeping  nearly 
in  the  track  of  the  modern  Irifh  road,  and  is  not  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  it ; with 
this  road  alfo  it  leaves  the  county  a little  beyond  the  42d  mile-ftone,  having  paffed 
through  one  itinerary  ftation  on  it,  which  is  generally  agreed  to  have  been  at  Dun- 
ftaple.  Roman  coins  have  been  found  near  this  town  ; its  prefent  ftreets  are  at  right 
angles  with  each  other,  and  coincide  with  the  four  points  of  the  compafs,  corroborat- 
ing proofs  of  its  having  been  the  work  of  that  people.  The  name  of  Forum  Diana , 
given  to  it  by  Richard,  lhews  it  to  have  been  a confiderable  mart  of  trade,  for 
which  its  fituation,  at  the  interfedion  of  the  Ikening  and  Watling-ftreets,  was  par- 
ticularly convenient ; and  it  is  indeed  not  improbable,  that  the  fcite  was  fixed 
upon  by  the  Romans  for  their  new  town  on  this  very  account,  in  preference  to  that 
of  the  neighbouring  Britifh  town  at  Maiden  Bower. 

But,  though  all  our  antiquaries  (except  Mr.  Salmon-,  whofe  fancies  are  fo  extra- 
vagant as  to  make  him  at  all  times  an  incompetent  guide)  agree  in  the  exiftence 
of  a ftation  at  Dunftaple,  there  is  a difference  of  opinion  refpeding  its  name.  As 
long  as  the  world  fuffered  itfelf  to  be  milled  in  thefe  purfuits  by  a fondnefs  for 
etymology,  it  left  the  fafe  and  pofitive  diredion  of  the  itineraries,  to  attend  to  the 
ingenious  dreams  of  Baxter,  who,  finding  that  Maes  Gwyn  fignified  a white  field, 
fixed  here  the  ftation  of  Magiovintum , becaufe  it  in  fome  degree  correfponded  with 
the  chalkinefs  of  the  foil ; but  the  numbers  are  all  in  Antoninus’s  2d,  6th,  and  8th 
iters  fo  exprefs,  that  Magiovintum  was  24  miles  from  Verulam  ; and  the  affertion  is 
fo  ftrongly  confirmed  by  the  firft  iter  of  Richard  (in  neither  of  which  iters  do  the 
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numbers  permit  us  to  fuppofe  the  ftation  to  have  been  out  of  the  road,)  that 
I fubfcribe  to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  and  accurate  Horfley,  and  arrange 
with  him  the  Roman  ftations  in  this  part  of  the  Watling-ftreet  in  the  following 
manner  : 


Antunine’s  Names. 

Richard’s  Names. 

Modern  Names. 

Raman  Miles. 

Modern  Miles. 

r.  Sulloniacse. 

Sulloniagis. 

Brockley-hill. 

12. 

12. 

2.  Verolamium. 

Verolamium  Municip. 

St.  Albans. 

9* 

9- 

3.  Durocobrivas. 

Forum  Dianse. 

Dunftaple. 

12. 

12. 

4.  Magiovintum. 

Magiovinium. 

Fenny  Stratford. 

12. 

12. ' 

5.  La&odorum. 

La£todorum. 

Towcefter. 

17* 

After  obferving  this  coincidence  of  numbers  in  the  ancient  and  modern  miles,  we 
mult  either  agree  that  the  town  called  by  Antonine  Durocobrlva , and  by  Richard 
Forum  Diana. , was  at  Dunftaple  ; or  adopt  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ward,  that  Magiovin- 
tum  and  Durocobriva  have  changed  places  by  the  miftake  of  fome  tranfcriber. 

The  third  ancient  road  that  traverfed  any  part  of  Bedford  (hire  was  the  Roman 
military  way,  which  enters  the  county  near  Baldock,  id  the  line  of  the  prefent  north 
road,  with  which  it  continues  as  far  as  Stretton , between  the  44th  and  45th  mil£- 
ftone,  where  the  modern  turnpike-road  (as  is  often  the  cafe)  turns  off  to  the  left  to 
pafs  through  Bigglefwade,  while  the  Roman  road  preferves  its  old  ftraight  line  direftly 
forward  to  Chefterfield.  The  Roman  ftation  near  the  village  of  Sandy,  on  the  hill 
above  this  village,  is  a large  camp  called  Caefar’s  camp  (once  poflibly  the  Britifh 
poft)  but  the  coins  and  every  fpecies  of  remains  decidedly  point  out  the  Roman 
town  in  the  valley  beneath  it ; and,  although  the  road  is  not  travelled,  or  the  name 
of  the  town  mentioned  in  any  of  the  iters,  it  is  univerfally  and  juftly  allowed  to  be 
the  of  Ptolemy,  and  the  Salma  of  Ravennas.  From  the  N.  E.  part  of  the 

ftation,  near  the  banks  of  the  Ivel,  this  road  is  continued  through  a fmall  valley, 
leaving  the  Britifh  camp  before-mentioned  on  the  left  hand,  and  another  hill  which 
has  been  dug  up  for  a ftone  quarry,  on  the  right,  ftraight  to  a hedge-row  which 
runs  down  through  a piece  of  land  to  a fmall  copfe  in  the  bottom,  from  whence  it 
continues  equally  ftraight,  firft  as  a boundary  between  Mr.  Pym’s  land  and  Sandy- 
field,  and  then  entering  fome  inclofures,  crofles  the  road  from  Everton  to  Tempsford  ; 
then  paffes  through  a farm  yard  (leaving  the  houfe  on  the  left)  belonging  to  Governor 
Pownal ; and  through  fome  more  inclofures  to  a farm  houfe,  belonging  to  General 
Parker,  which  ftands  upon  it ; then  through  another  inclofure  to  Tempsford  marfti 
(or  as  it  is  called  the  cow-common) ; after  palling  which,  it  afcends  the  hill  clofe  by 
a barrow  or  tumulus,  (almoft  the  invariable  attendant  on  Roman  roads,)  which  is 
planted  with  trees,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Hen  and  Chickens ; then  ftraight 
by  the  fide  of  the  hedge-row,  leaving  Hardwick  on  the  right,  and  crofting  the  road 
from  Gamlingay,  and  that  from  Cambridge  to  St.  Neot’s,  proceeds  not  far  from 
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Tofeland,  leaving  the  Offords  on  one  fide,  and  Papworth  and  Yelling  on  the  other, 
to  the  village  of  Godmanchelter,  allowed  to  be  a Roman  town,  and  fuppofed  by 
many  antiquaries  to  be  the  fcite  of  the  ancient  Durolipons . 

A very  confiderable  military  way  has  been  alfo  obferved,  coming  from  the  Ifle  of 
Ely  to  Cambridge,  and  vifibly  tending  to  the  borders  of  Bedfordlhire  in  a direCt 
line  for  Sandy : this  road,  though  in  fome  parts  obfcure,  is  fuppofed,  with  great 
probability,  to  have  palfed  through  Hatley  and  Potton  to  our  poll  at  Chefterfield ; 
and  Dr.  Mafon  (our  molt  intelligent  tracer  of  Roman  roads)  has  continued  it  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  Ration,  in  a line  bearing  towards  Fenny  Stratford ; the  country 
is  fo  deep  that  no  perfon,  except  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  neighbourhood,  and 
has  an  eye  accuRomed  to  thefe  purfuits,  would  have  any  chance  of  following  it 
with  fuccefs  ; but  I am  clearly  of  opinion,  from  the  general  bearing  of  this  road, 
where  it  is  Hill  vifible,  that  it  formed  a part  of  a great  Roman  way,  leading  from 
the  eaftern  coaR  of  England  towards  Wales,  between  the  two  Britilh  ways,  the 
Ikening  and  Rykning;  but  of  this  I mean  to  fpeak  more  at  large  when  I come  to 
treat  of  the  courfe  of  the  Akeman-ftreet,  in  the  counties  of  Bucks,  Oxford,  and 
GlouceRer. 

That  there  were  connecting  roads  between  the  Rations  of  CheRerfield  and  Dun- 
ftaple,  CheRerfield  and  CheRerford  in  Elfex,  and  CheRerfield  and  Chelter  near 
Wellingborough,  in  the  fame  manner  as  between  CheRerfield  and  Godmanchefter, 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt ; although  at  prefent,  from  the  conftant  cultivation 
of  the  whole  face  of  the  country,  much  of  which  alfo  is  old  inclofure,  and  very 
deep  land,  the  traces  of  them  may  be  entirely  defaced.” 

Church  Architecture. 

The  mod  ancient  remains  of  ecclefiafiical  architecture  in  Bedfordlhire  are  to  be 
feen  in  Elltow  church  ; the  chancel  of  which  has  plain  femicircular  arches  fpring- 
ing  from  fquare  maflive  piers,  unquefiionably  part  of  the  original  church  of  the 
monaltery,  which  was  founded  in  this  place  foon  after  the  Norman  conquelt.  The 
north  door  of  this  church  has  a femicircular  arch,  with  zig-zag  mouldings. 

The  parilh  church  of  DunRaple,.  which  was  formerly  that  of  the  convent, 
founded  by  Henry  the  Firft  in  1131,  exhibits  confiderable  remains  of  the  original 
ftruCture.  The  columns  are  maflive  and  cluttered,  with  femicircular  arches,  and  a 
fingle  zig-zag  moulding : the  ealt  end  of  the  fouth  aifle  has  the  original  groined 
roof  of  (tone. 

There  are  no  other  remains  of  this  early  architecture  in  Bedfordlhire  of  any 
importance.  In  Puddington  church  the  arches  of  the  nave  are  circular,  and  have 
zig-zag  mouldings.  Door-ways  with  circular  arches,  having  the  zig-zag  and  other 
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mouldings  of  Saxon  architecture,  occur  in  St.  Peter’s  church  at  Bedford,  and  in 
the  churches  of  Little  Barford,  Caddington,  and  Thurleigh  ; over  the  laft  of  which 
are  rude  figures  of  Adam  and  Eve  in  bas  relief. 

Remains  of  the  earlieft  ftyle  of  Gothic  architecture  are  to  be  feen  in  the  nave  of 
Elftow  church,  fome  of  the  columns  of  which  are  large  and  octangular,  with 
foliage  round  the  capitals ; the  arches  are  pointed,  and  have  plain  deep  mouldings  ; 
over  the  arches  are  fmall  lancet-fhaped  windows.  The  weft  door  has  been  very 
elegant ; the  pillars  on  each  fide  are  {lender,  having  capitals  richly  ornamented 
with  foliage,  now  much  mutilated. 

The  weft  front  of  Felmerlham  church  affords  another  example  of  this  ftyle  of 
architecture,  exhibiting  a variety  of  pointed  arches,  fender  columns  with  plain 
capitals  and  bafes,  and  long  lancet-fhaped  windows.  The  other  parts  of  the 
church  are  very  plain,  and  appear,  by  the  fhape  of  the  windows,  to  be  of  the 
fame  age. 

The  weft  end  of  Dunftaple  church  exhibits  alfo  a rich  difplay  of  this  early 
Gothic  architecture,  engrafted  upon  part  of  the  original  fabric,  a femicircular  arch 
of  which  appears  in  the  great  weftern  door-way,  formerly  enriched  with  a profu- 
fion  of  ornaments,  confiding  of  highly-relieved  foliage  and  figures,  executed  in 
Toternhoe  ftone,  the  greater  part  of  which  has  been  deftroyed  or  mutilated. 
Over  this  door  are  three  tiers  of  pointed  arches ; the  central  one  forms  a gallery, 
leading  to  the  tower.  On  the  infide  of  the  church  this  ftyle  of  architecture  is 
feen  only  in  a ftone  gallery  leading  to  the  tower,  formerly  open,  but  now  hid  by 
the  organ-loft  j it  has  lofty  pointed  arches,  feparated  by  cluttered  pillars  with 
capitals  of  foliage.  The  windows  of  this  church  are  of  a much  later  date. 

Studham  church,  which  was  dedicated  in  1220  (5th  of  Hen.  3.)  retains  its 
original  architecture  in  the  pillars  of  the  nave,  which  are  odtagonal,  with  capitals 
varioufiy  ornamented. 

The  church  of  Eaton-Bray  is  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  and  has  both  cluftered  and 
oCtagonal  columns,  the  capitals  of  which  are  richly  adorned  with  foliage. 

Of  the  fucceeding  ftyle  of  Gothic  architecture,  which  prevailed  during  the  four- 
teenth century,  few  examples  exift  in  this  county  : Wimmington  church,  how- 
ever, though  fmall,  is  an  elegant  fpecimen  of  it,  and  appears  never  to  have  been 
. altered.  This  edifice  was  rebuilt  by  John  Curteys,  mayor  of  the  ftaple  at  Calais, 
who  died  in  1391,  and  Albrena  his  wife.  It  has  two  octangular  turrets  at  the  eaft, 
and  a very  elegant  fpire  at  the  weft  end,  ornamented  with  crockets,  rifing  from  an 
embattled  tower,  which  has  tracery  of  quatrefoils,  and  other  ornaments.  The 
upper  parts  of  the  windows  of  this  church  are  ramified  in  various  forms ; a ftriking 
charaCteriftic  of  the  ftyle  of  architecture  which  prevailed  during  the  period  above 
mentioned. 
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Several  of  the  Bedfordlhire  churches  are  in  the  latter  ttyle  of  Gothic  architec- 
ture, which  prevailed  during  the  fifteenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  cen- 
tury. Northill  is  large  and  handfome,  having  cluttered  columns  and  pointed 
arches  : it  was  made  collegiate  in  1405,  and  probably  eredted  at  that  time. 
Willington  church  is  a handfome  building  in  the  fame  ttyle.  Marfton  church  is  a 
light  uniform  ftrudture,  with  fide-aifies  feparated  from  the  nave  by  cluttered 
columns.  Eaton-Socon  church  is  in  the  fame  ttyle  ; the  nave  is  eighty  feet  long 
and  fifty-fix  wide.  The  windows  of  the  nave  were  formerly  richly  ornamented 
with  ftained  glafs.  The  greater  part  of  the  church  of  Leighton-Bufard,  which  is  a 
large  handfome  building,  with  fide-aifies  and  tranfepts,  having  a lofty  plain  fpire  in 
the  centre,  is  in  this  latter  ttyle  of  Gothic  architedture  ; as  are  alfo  the  churches  of 
Odell,  Bigglefwade,  and  St.  Paul’s  at  Bedford. 

The  fouth  end  of  the  Wenlock  chapel  in  Luton  church,  eredled  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  IVthi,  has  a lofty  double  arch  opening  to  the  chancel,  retting  on  cluf- 
tered  pillars,  and  enriched  with  Gothic  tracery ; as  is  alfo  the  whole  of  that  end 
of  the  chapel. 

Stained  Glafs. 

The  remains  of  ancient  ftained  glafs  in  the  windows  of  Bedfordfinre  churches 
are  very  few,  and,  for  the  mod  part,  in  a mutilated  date.  The  moft  perfect  are  to 
be  feen  in  Eaton-Socon  church,  all  the  windows  of  which  appear  to  have  been 
originally  filled  with  thefe  fplendid  ornaments : only  a few  fragments  remain  in 
the  windows  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  which  appear  to  have  been  decorated 
with  defigns  taken  from  the  New  Teftament ; but  in  the  range  of  windows  along 
the  north  aifle,  a confiderable  number  are  preferved,  the  moft  entire  of  which 
reprefent  defigns  taken  from  the  legends  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Etheldreda.  Thefe 
remains  have  little  to  recommend  them,  except  the  brilliancy  of  their  colours : by 
the  form  of  fome  of  the  drefies,  they  feem  to  have  been  executed  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  IVth. 

From  fome  fragments  in  the  fouth  tranfept  of  Luton  church,  that  building  alfo  ap- 
pears to  have  been  richly  ornamented  with  ftained  glafs.  In  the  windows  of  the  Wen- 
lock  chapel  in  the  fame  church,  eredted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  IVth,  there  are 
fufficient  remains  to  fhew  the  ttyle  of  the  original  decorations,  which  were  not  of 
the  richeft  kind,  but  confifted  of  fingle  figures  and  coats  of  arms  on  a ground  of 
plain  glafs,  charged  with  various  fmall  devices,  among  which  the  broom-pod  and  a 
rudder,  accompanied  with  the  word  Hola , are  the  moft  confpicuous.  The  figure 
of  St.  George  on  foot,  and  the  arms  of  John  Lord  Wenlock  the  founder,  within 
* the  garter,  are  ftill  to  be  feen ; but  the  portrait  of  this  Lord,  with  a rhyming 
infcription  under  it,  formerly  in  the  eaft  window,  has  been  long  fince  deftroyed  or 
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removed.  The  upper  compartments  of  the  windows  of  this  chapel  are  filled  with 
fmall  figures  of  faints  and  angels. 

In  a north  window  of  the  nave  of  Warden  church,  among  other  remains,  is  the 
figure  of  an  abbot  praying  under  a turretted  and  embattled  canopy.  Single  figures 
of  faints,  &c.  occur  in  feveral  other  churches,  but  none  of  them  fufficiently  remark- 
able to  entitle  them  to  particular  notice. 

Rood-Lofts , Screens , &c. 

In  Tilbrook  church  is  a rich  Gothic  fcreen  of  wood,  between  the  nave  and 
chancel.  At  Marfton  is  a fimilar  fcreen,  richly  ornamented  with  gilding  and  tracery  ; 
on  the  lower  part  are  figures  of  faints  and  prophets  under  Gothic  canopies,  with 
infcriptions  on  fcrolls.  In  Felmerfiiam  church  is  a light  Gothic  fcreen,  the  central 
arch  of  which  is  ornamented  with  figures  of  angels,  inflead  of  crocket  : over  it  is 
a rood-loft  remaining  entire. 

Gothic  niches,  fome'of  them  richly  ornamented  with  fculpture  and  tracery,  occur 
in  feveral  of  the  Bedfordlhire  churches;  the  molt  remarkable  are  at  Arlefey, 
Tingrith,  Sundon,  Pavingham,  Flitwick,  and  Harlington. 

Fonts. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fonts  in  this  county  are  either  circular  or  odtagonal,  and 
without  any  ornament ; the  following,  which  are  o&agonal,  and  for  the  molt  part 
of  Toternhoe  Hone,  are  varioufly  decorated.  Edworth  font  is  enriched  with 
quatrefoils,  rofes,  and  fhields ; Barton  with  quatrefoils  and  rofes ; Clifton  has  on 
each  fide  two  plain  arches;  Caddington  has  rofes,  leopards’  heads,  &c. ; Houghton- 
Conqueft  rich  Gothic  tabernacle  work ; Pertenhali,  KempHon,  and  Stagfden,  Hand 
on  clufters  of  pillars,  on  the  fides  of  the  two  lalt  are  figures  under  Gothic  canopies ; 
Oakley  has  Gothic  tracery  ; Sundon  Hands  on  a circular  fhaft,  and  has  two  pointed 
arches  on  each  fide ; Stretley  has  ornaments  of  foliage,  and  zig-zag  mouldings  on 
the  pedefial ; Stepingly  has  fhields  of  arms ; Shitlington  has  quatrefoils  on  the  fides  ; 
Sharnbrook  and  Wimmington  have  Gothic  tracery ; Arlefey  has  figures  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  the  crucifixion,  &c.  in  compartments,  fome  of  which  appear  never  to 
have  been  finifhed,  and  others  have  been  much  mutilated ; Wilden  has  fhields  and 
quatrefoils ; Luton  Hands  on  five  pillars,  and  is  ornamented  with  Gothic  arches ; 
this  font  is  inclofed  within  a baptifiry  of  Hone  at  the  wefi  end  of  the  nave,  enriched 
with  pinnacles,  quatrefoils,  and  foliage,  in  the  Hyle  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

Some  of  the  circular  fonts  alfo  are  varioufly  ornamented  ; Flitwick  has  the  upper 
part  fcallopped  ; Houghton-Regis  has  various  mouldings  and  foliage ; Eaton  Bray, 
Leighton-Bufard,  and  Holwell,  are  in  the  fhape  of  a bafon  Handing  on  five  pillars, 
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fome  of  which  have  capitals  of  foliage : Puduington  has  zig-zag  mouldings ; Stud- 
ham  is  ornamented  with  dragons  and  foliage  j Battlefden  has  erodes  patees,  and 
fleurs  de  lys. 

Meperlhail  and  Warden  fonts  are  dodecagon ; Gravenhurfl  and  Tingrith  deca- 
gon, the  latter  on  a duller  of  columns ; Eaton-Socon  is  fquare.  Handing  on  four 
fhort  pillars,  with  tracery  of  interfering  arches  on  the  fide ; Southill  is  fquare,  and 
has  its  Tides  ornamented  with  pointed  arches. 

Stone  Stalls  and  Pifcinas. 

Many  of  the  Bedfordlhire  churches  have  Hone  Halls  in  the  fouth  wall  of  the 
chancel,  but  few  of  them  are  remarkable  for  their  ornaments.  In  Turvey  and 
Luton  churches,  they  are  four  in  number  ; thofe  at  Luton,  which  were  erefted  by 
Abbot  WheatenhurH,  are  ornamented  with  feveral  coats  of  arms,  and  the  Abbot’s 
motto  as  on  his  tomb  at  St.  Albans.  Blunham  and  Caddington  churches  have 
three  in  each.  Dunton,  Higham-Gobion,  Cranfield,  Barton,  Bigglefwade,  Sandy, 
and  Sutton  churches,  have  alfo  three  Hone  Halls  with  a pifeina  to  each,  and  in  fome 
of  them  a double  one ; thofe  of  Sutton  are  richly  ornamented  with  trefoils,  crockets, 
pinnacles,  Sec.  Tempsford  and  Sharnbrook  churches  have  two ; Hockliffe  and 
St.  Mary’s  church  in  Bedford  two  of  unequal  height  without  canopies,  the  former 
has  a pifeina ; in  Lower-GravenhurH  and  Wimmington  churches  are  two  with 
pifeina , thofe  of  Wimmington  are  richly  ornamented  with  crockets,  &c.  In  Clifton 
church  are  two  Hone  Halls  with  pointed  arches,  and  a double  pifeina , all  richly 
ornamented  with  crockets  and  pinnacles ; at  Chalgrave  is  a pifeina  with  rich  Gothic 
niches  in  the  chancel,  and  another  in  the  fouth  aifle ; a Tingle  pifeina  occurs  in 
feveral  other  churches. 


Ancient  Tombs. 

In  Salford  church  are  two  antient  Hone  coffins,  with  erodes  and  flfields  of  arms 
on  the  lid.  At  Tilfworth  is  one  for  Adam  de  Tullefworth,  with  a French  inferip- 
tion  in  Gothic  capitals.  In  Sutton  church  is  a flab  with  a crofs  floree ; and  another 
in  Oakley  church-yard.  In  St.  Paul’s  church  at  Bedford  is  a flab,  with  a French 
infcrlption  in  Gothic  capitals,  for  Muriel  Calt.  At  Lower  Gravenhurfl  is  the  tomb 
of  Sir  Robert  de  Bilhemore,  founder  of  the  church,  with  a fimilar  French 
infeription. 

In  Salford  church  is  the  tomb  of  a crufader,  under  a low  arch  richly  ornamented  ; 
at  the  feet  of  the  figure  are  two  lions,  and  an  angel  at  the  head ; on  his  Afield  is  a 
plain  chevron.  In  the  fouth  chancel  of  Pertenhall  church  is  the  figure  of  a crufader 
under  a pointed  arch  ornamented  with  foliage.  In  the  fouth  aifle  of  Toddington 
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church,  among  the  tombs  of  the  Cheneys,  is  one  of  the  Peyvre  family  as  a cru- 
fader.  At  Chalgrave  are  two  altar  tombs,  with  the  effigies  of  knights  in  armour, 
with  mail  gorgets,  faid  to  be  fome  of  the  Loring  family ; but  the  arms  do  not 
correfpond. 

In  the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  in  Blunham  and  Little  Staughton  churches  are 
altar  tombs,  under  Gothic  arches  ornamented  with  quatrefoils.  In  Oakley  church 
is  an  ancient  tomb  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  nave,  under  a large  trefoil  arch,  for  one 
of  the  family  of  Revnes,  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  founder  of  that  church.  In 
the  nave  of  Tilfworth  church,  under  a Gothic  arch  with  pinnacles,  is  a recumbent 
figure  of  an  ecclefiaftic  on  an  altar  tomb.  At  Luton,  under  the  arch  which 
divides  the  Wenlock  chapel  from  the  chancel,  is  an  altar  tomb,  with  the  effigies  of 
an  ecclefiaftic,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  William  de  Wenlock,  great  uncle  of  Lord 
Wenlock. 

At  Yielden,  againft  the  fouth  wall  of  the  nave,  is  a richly-ornamented  tomb, 
without  any  figure.  , 

In  Wimmington  church,  under  an  arch  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  is  an 
altar  tomb,  ornamented  with  Gothic  tracery,  on  which  is  a black  marble  flab,  with 
the  figures  on  brafs  of  John  Curteys,  mayor  of  the  ftaple  at  Calais,  who  died  in 
1391,  and  his  Lady,  under  Gothic  canopies.  In  the  fame  church  are  braffes, 
with  the  figures  of  Sir  Thomas  Bromflet,  cup-bearer  to  Henry  the  Vth,  in  armour, 
with  a lion  at  his  feet,  and  Margaret  his  wife. 

In  Elftow  church  is  a brafs  plate,  with  the  effigies  of  Elizabeth  Harvey,  the  lafl 
abbefs  of  Elftow. 

The  mofl  remarkable  monuments  of  the  fixteentli  century  are  thofe  of  the  Mor- 
daunt  family,  at  Turvey  ; Sir  John  Goftwick,  at  Willington  ; Sir  Michael  Fiflier,  at 
Clifton  ; Sir  Edmund  Anderfon,  at  Eyworth  ; and  the  mutilated  remains  of  thofe  of 
the  Cheneys,,  at  Toddington.  Thofe  of  the  Kent  family  at  Flitton  are,  for  the  mofl 
part,  of  the  following  century ; as  is  the  Countefs  of  Elgin’s  maufoleum  at 
Maulden. 


MonaJTic  Remains. 

There  are  very  few  monaftic  remains  of  any  confequence  in  Bedfordfhire, 
except  thofe  of  Dunftaple  Priory  and  Elftow  Abbey.  Befides  the  church  at  Dun- 
ftaple,  which  has  been  already  fpoken  of,  part  of  the  buildings  of  the  monaftery 
are  to  be  feen  in  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Maddifon,  conftfting  of  fome  rooms  with 
groined  roofs  of  (tone. 

At  Elftow,  the  conventual  church  remains  as  already  defcribed : and  adjoining 
to  it,  at  the  fouth-weft  corner,  is  a fmall  building,  having  a low  groined  roof  refting 
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on  a Tingle  pillar,  with  a plain  capital  and  bafe,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  earlieft  Gothic 
archite&ure. 

T.  here  are  fome  flight  remains  of  the  Grey-Friars  at  Bedford,  confiding  of  a part 
of  the  cloiders,  and  what  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  refectory,  now  a barn. 

Chickfand  Priory,  it  is  probable,  was  converted  into  a manfion-houfe  foon  after 
the  difiblution.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  Sir  George  Ofborn.  The  ead,  and  part  of 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  cloiders,  remain  entire,  with  rich  Gothic  windows.  On  the 
wed  dde,  even  with  the  ground,  is  a range  of  rooms  with  done  roofs,  vaulted  and 
groined. 

No  part  of  the  buildings  of  Woburn  Abbey,  or  of  the  Priories  of  Newenham 
and  Caldwell,  now  exid.  The  fite  of  the  two  lad  may  be  traced.  The  refe&ory 
of  Bufhinead  Priory  is  converted  into  a dable  and  offices  ; that  of  Harold  Priory, 
now  a barn,  has  the  original  wooden  roof.  The  fmall  remains  of  Warden  Abbey 
confid  of  a brick  building,  being  only  a part  of  what  is  reprefented  in  Buck’s 
View. 

Sites  of  Cq/lles  And  Cajlellated  Manfions. 

All  the  cadles  in  this  county  have  been  demolifhed  ; but  confiderable  earth- 
works remain  on  their  fites.  The  only  traces  now  exiding  of  Bedford  Cadle, 
formerly  the  chief  feat  of  the  Beauchamps,  barons  of  Bedford,  condd  of  a large 
circular  mount,  with  a flat  fpace  on  the  top,  now  ufed  as  a bowling-green,  and 
fome  earth-works  adjoining. 

Extenfive  vediges  of  Eaton-Socon  Cadle,  which  belonged  to  a younger  branch 
of  the  Beauchamps  of  Bedford,  are  to  be  feen  in  a field  near  the  church.  In  the 
centre  is  a high  mount,  furrounded  by  a moat,  communicating  with  the  river : 
about  twenty-four  yards  beyond  the  moat  is  a vallum  furrounding  the  whole,  except 
on  the  river  fide. 

The  traces  of  Yielden  Cadle,  the  feat  of  the  ancient  barons  of  Trally,  are 
extenfive.  The  principal  works  form  a fquare  of  about  eighty  paces ; in  the  centre 
is  a large  mount  called  the  Cadle-hill,  with  a vallum  on  the  wed  fide  of  it,  including 
a fpace  90  paces'  long  and  45  wide ; round  thefe  works  is  a moat,  in  fome  parts  of 
which  the  water  dill  remains ; and  beyond  the  moat  appear  traces  of  walls  for  a 
confiderable  fpace. 

The  elevated  keeps  of  Rifinghoe  and  Cainhoe  Cadies  remain,  with  extenfive 
earth-works.  At  Bletfoe  and  Ridgmont  are  alfo  traces  of  cadles.  In  a field  near 
Toddington  church  is  the  keep  of  a cadle,  and  fome  flight  earth-works,  called 
Conger-hill.  At  Mepperfliall,  Puddington,  and  Thurleigh,  are  vediges  of  cadles,  or 
at  lead  cadellated  manfions.  At  Sutton  is  a moated  fite,  in  the  park,  commonly 
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cailed  John  of  Gaunt’s  Caftle.  At  Odell,  a manfion-houfe,  now  the  feat  of  Thomas 
Alfton  Efq.  has  been  ere&ed  on  the  fite  of  the  Caftle,  the  ancient  feat  of  the 
Barons  Wahull,  which  was  a ruin  in  Leland’s  time.  At  Arlefey  are  cgnfiderable 
earth-works,  called  Etonbuvy. 

Camps  and  Earth-works. 

The  moft  remarkable  object  of  this  kind  in  Bedford  (hire  is  called  Toternhoe 
Caftle ; a work  of  great  ftrength,  fituated  on  the  brow  of  a hill  about  two  miles 
north-weft  of  Dunftaple.  It  conftfts  of  a lofty  circular  mount,  with  a flight  vallum 
round  its  bafe,  and  a larger  one  of  an  irregular  form  at  fome  diftance  from  it.  Qn 
the  fouth-eaft  fide  is  a camp  in  the  form  of  a parallelogram,  about  500  feet  long  and 
250  in  width,  three  Tides  of  which  are  fecured  by  a vallum  and  ditch,  very  entire 
on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  ; the  fouth-weft  fide,  being  on  the  edge  of  a precipice,  has  no 
vallum.  It  is  probable  that  the  irregular  fortrefs  firft  mentioned  was  Britifh,  and 
that  the  adjoining  works  were  added  by  the  Romans,  whofe  ftation  of  Duroco- 
brivae  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  at  Dunftaple.  The  view  from  the  mount  is  very 
extenfive,  commanding  a long  range  of  the  Chiltern  Hills,  the  vale  of  Ayleflbury, 
and  the  central  part  of  Bedfordlhire. 

A little  more  than  a mile  from  Dunftaple  is  a circular  earth-work,  about  2500 
feet  in  circumference,  commonly  called  Maiden-Bower,  confiding  of  a fingle 
vallum  and  ditch. 

On  a hill  near  Sandy  is  a camp  of  large  dimenfions,  and  of  an  irregular  oblong 
form,  overlooking  the  fite  of  a Roman  ftation,  now  called  Chefterfield.  This 
camp  was  unqueftionably  occupied  by  the  Romans,  if  not  originally  made  by 
them. 

Near  Leighton-Bufard  on  the  heath  is  an  inclofure  nearly  circular,  containing 
feveral  fields  furrounded  by  a ditch,  which  in  many  parts  is  deep,  and  has  a good 
deal  the  appearance  of  having  been  a camp. 

About  four  miles  from  Bedford,  adjoining  the  road  which  leads  to  Eaton-Socon, 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  is  a circular  vallum  of  confiderable  height,  with 
openings  on  tjae  north  and  fouth  fides.  The  area  is  1 1 2 feet  in  diameter. 

The  fpot  near  Bulhmead,  which  is  called  a camp  in  the  late  maps  of  the  county, 
is  merely  the  fite  of  a moated  manfion. 
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PAROCHIAL  TOPOGRAPHY, 

(alphabetically  arranged.) 

Very  little  has  been  done  towards  elucidating  the  topography  of  this  county. 
In  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannica  are  hiflorical  accounts  of  the  parilhes  of 
Luton,  Dunltaple,  Wimmington,  and  Odell,  and  fome  anfwers  to  queries  refpe&ing 
Puddington.  The  late  Rev.  Mr.  Cooper,  who  wrote  the  accounts  of  Wimmington 
and  Odell,  had  made  collections  for  feveral  other  parifhes  in  the  county ; but  they 
confift  chiefly  of  church  notes  and  compilations  from  Dugdale’s  Monallicon,  and 
other  printed  works.  They  are  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marlh,  Vicar  of 
Steventon,  who  has  been  many  years  collecting  materials  for  a natural  hillory  of 
the  county.  The  following  brief  account  of  the  feveral  parilhes  is  collected  from 
records  in  the  public  offices,  aided  by  a variety  of  information  obligingly  communi- 
cated by  the  owners  of  landed  property  or  their  agents,  and  by  the  clergy.  Every 
parifli  has  been  perfonally  vifited  by  the  Editors,  who  defire  to  return  their  acknow- 
ledgments to  all  who  have  favoured  them  with  their  affiltance,  particularly  to  the 
Earl  of  Upper-Olfory,  Dr.  Yeats,  and  Mr.  Theed  Pearfe  of  Bedford,  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Wade  Gery  of  Buflimead,  Dr.  Abbot,  and  Mr.  Marlh.  The  dillances  of 
each  village  from  the  neighbouring  towns  are  taken  from  Jeffries’s  map,  made  by 
aCtual  furvey. 


Ampthill,  anciently  Ametulle , in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke,  and  deanery 
of  Flitt,  is  a fmall  neat  town,  pleafantly  fituated,  but  in  a fandy  foil.  Its 
earliell  charter  for  a market  bears  date  1219  f;  it  was  then  held,  as  it  llill  is, 
on  Thurfdays.  It  was  confirmed  by  a fubfequent  charter  in  1242  8,  with  the 
grant  of  a fair  on  the  feltival  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  The  only  fair  now 
held  is  on  the  4th  of  May.  The  market  is  not  confiderable.  The  town 
has  been  much  improved  by  the  removal  of  fome  old  houfes  which  flood  very 
incommodioufly  in  the  market-place,  where  there  is  now  a pump  with  an  obelilk, 
ereCted  by  the  Earl  of  Offory  in  1785.  There  is  no  town-hall  or  other  public 
building ; the  court  of  the  honour  is  held  in  a mean  old  room  called  the  Moot- 
houfe,  which,  although  fmall,  may  have  been  ufed  occafionally  as  a court  of 
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juftice.  The  affizes  are  faid  to  have  been  held  there  in  1684,  having  been  re- 
moved thither,  as  it  is  faid,  through  the  intereft  of  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury : the 
Epiphany  feffions  were  certainly  held  there  that  year  h.  The  number  of  inhabited 
houfes'  within  the  parifh  of  Ampthill  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  made  under 
the  Population  Aft,  was  237;  of  inhabitants  1234.  The  manor  of  Ampthill, 
at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  belonged  to  the  baronial  family  of  Albini, 
from  whom  it  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  St.  Amands,  and  Beauchamps1. 
William  Beauchamp,  who  in  right  of  his  wife  enjoyed  the  barony  of  St.  Amand, 
conveyed  Ampthill,  in  1441,  to  Sir  John  Cornwall  k,  a diftinguifhed  military  cha- 
racter in  the  reigns  of  Henry  IV.  and  Henry  V.  By  his  gallant  behaviour  in  a 
tournament  at  York,  in  1401,  he  won  the  heart  of  Elizabeth,  the  King’s  filler, 
then  the  widow  of  John,  Holland,  Earl  of  Huntingdon  and  Duke  of  Exeter.  In  the 
glorious  battle  of  Agincourt  he  was  one  of  the  chofen  officers  who  had  the  poll  of 
honour  with  the  Duke  of  York  in  the  van  Leland  fays,  that  he  “ builded  the 
“ caltelle  of  Antehill  of  fuch  fpoils  as  it  is  faid  he  won  in  Fi  ance.”  It  was  not  till 
1432  that  he  was  created  Lord  Fanhope,  and  in  1433  Baron  of  Milbrook.  The 
account  which  the  learned  antiquary  above  mentioned  gives  from  hearfay,  of  the 
manner  in  which  Lord  Fanhope’s  lands  came  to  the  crown,  and  of  their  being 
granted  by  Edward  IV.  to  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin,  as  a reward  for  the  part  which  he 
took  in  the  battle  of  Northampton,  appears  to  be  wholly  erroneous,  as  Lord  Fan- 
hope  died  in  peace  feventeen  years  before  that  battle,  at  xVmpthill  caftle  ra,  whither  he 
had  retired  after  the  death  of  his  only  legitimate  fon,  who  was  flain  in  France. 
In  1453,  ten  years  after  the  death  of  Lord  Fanhope,  Henry  Duke  of  Exeter, 
his  wife’s  fon,  entered  into  a bond  of  6000  marks  to  abide  by  the  arbitration 
of  Sir  Thomas  Bourchier  refpefting  the  manor  of  Ampthill  and  other  eflates  n. 
What  became  of  it  immediately  after,  is  uncertain.  The  Duke  of  Exeter 
died  in  extreme  poverty.  The  manor  is  next  to  be  traced  to  the  noble 
family  of  Grey,  but  whether  they  became  -poffeffed  of  it  by  grant  or  purchafe 
does  not  appear.  Reginald  Grey,  Earl  of  Kent,  was  poffeffed  of  it  in  1524. 
Not  long  after  this  it  came  into  the  King’s  hands,  probably  by  an  exchange, 
and  was  made  an  hondur  by  aft  of  Parliament.  Queen  Catherine  of 
Arragon  redded  at  Ampthill  whilll  the  Jaufinefs  of  the  divorce  was  pending, 
and  was  cited  thence  to  attend  the  commiffioners  at  Dunflaple,  but  refufed  to 
obey  their  fummons  °.  No  accounts  of  Ampthill  Caffle,  or  its  inhabitants,  are 
to  be  difcovered  during  the  fubfequent  reigns ; and  it  is  mod  probable  that  it 
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was  fuffered  to  go  to  decay.  The  furvey  made  by  order  of  Parliament  in 
1649,  fpeaks  of  it  as  having  been  long  ago  totally  demoliffied.  When  Fuller, 
in  his  “ Worthies,”  mentions  Ampthill  as  one  of  thofe  three  which  carried 
away  the  credit  among  the  houfes  of  the  nobility  in  Bedfordffiire,  he  meant 
Houghton  Park,  then  (1662)  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  and  fituated  partly 
in  Ampthill  pariffi.  . We  are  told  by  Offiorn,  in  his  Memoirs  of  King  James’s 
reign,  that  the  honour  of  Ampthill,  no  fmall  prefent  to  be  made  at  one  time,  as  the 
writer  obferves,  was  given  by  that  monarch  to  the  Earl  of  Kelly.  It  foon  reverted 
to  the  crown.  In  1612,  Thomas  Lord  Fenton,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  refigned  the 
office  of  high  Iteward  of  the  honour  of  Ampthill  to  the  king.  The  following  year  the 
cuftody  of  the  great  park  was  granted  to  Lord  Bruce,  whofe  family  became  leffees 
of  the  honour11.  The  leafe  continued  in  that  noble  family  till  1738,  when  it  was 
purchafed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  In  the  17th  century  the  Nicolls’s  were  for 
many  years  leffees  of  Ampthill  Great  Park,  under  the  Bruce’s,  who  referved  to 
themfelves  the  office  of  mafter  of  the  game.  The  Nicolls’s  refided  at  the  Great 
Lodge,  or  capital  Manfion,  as  it  is  called  in  the  furvey  of  1649.  After  the 
reftoration,  Ampthill  Great  Park  was  granted  by  Charles  II.  to  Mr.  John  Affiburn- 
ham,  as  a reward  for  the  faithful  fervices  which  he  had  rendered  to  that  monarch 
and  his  father’.  In  1720  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Affiburnham  family  by  Lord  Vif- 
count  Fitzwilliam,  who  fold  it  in  1736  to  Lady  Gowran,  grandmother  of  the  prefent 
noble  owner,  John,  Earl  of  Upper  Offory,  who,  in  1800,  became  poffeffed  of  the 
leafe  of  the  honour  of  Ampthill,  by  exchange  with  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  The 
fite  of  Ampthill  caltle,  which  Leland  defcribes  as  “ Handing  (lately  on  a hill,  with 
“ a four  or  five  faire  towers  of  Hone  in  the  inner  warde,  befides  the  baffe  courte,” 
has  been  denoted  by  a Gothic  column,  ere&ed  in  177c,  by  the  Earl  of  Offory.  It  is 
infcribed  with  the  following  lines,  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Earl  of  Orford  : 

“ In  days  of  yore  here  Ampthill’s  towers  were  feen, 

The  mournful  refuge  of  an  injur’d  queen  ; 

Here  flow’d  her  pure  but  unavailing  tears, 

Here  blinded  zeal  fuftain’d  her  finking  years : 

Yet  Freedom  hence  her  radiant  banner  wav’d, 

And  love  aveng’d  a realm  by  priefts  enflav’d. 

From  Catherine’s  wrongs  a nation’s  blifs  was  fpread, 

Aud  Luther’s  light  from  Henry’s  lawlefs  bed.” 

The  prefent  manfion  at  Ampthill  is  fituated  near  the  foot  of  the  hill,  yet  fuffieiently 
elevated  to  command  a profpeft  over  the  vale  of  Bedford,  broken  by  the  fine  trees 
in  the  park.  It  was  built  about  the  year  1694,  by  the  firft  Lord  Affiburnham.  The 
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Earl  of  OiTory  has  a fmall  colle&ion  of  pictures  at  Ampthill;  amongft  which  may 
be  noticed  an  original  portrait  of  Sterne,  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds.  This  manfion 
felt  very  feverely  the  effects  of  the  dreadful  ftorm  on  the  19th  of  Auguft  1 Boo  : not 
lefs  than  700  panes  of  glafs  were  broken  in  the  weft  front  by  the  hail-ftones ; which, 
by  perfons  of  the  ftridteft  veracity,  were  affirmed  to  have  been  feven  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, and  of  a flat  form.  The  town  of  Ampthill,  and  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  were  in  an  equal  degree  fufferers ; fcarcely  a window,  which  was 
expofed  to  the  ftorm,  efcaped  being  broken. 

The  grounds  of  Ampthill,  which  are  difpofed  on  a fteep  natural  bank  behind  the 
houfe,  afford  fome  very  beautiful  fcenery.  A furvey  of  Ampthill  Park,  taken  by 
order  of  Parliament  in  1653,  defcribes  287  trees  as  being  hollow,  and  too  much 
decayed  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy.  Thefe  oaks,  thus  faved  from  the  axe  by  the  Com- 
miffi oners’  report,  remain  to  the  prefent  day;  and,  by  their  pidturefque  appearance, 
contribute  much  to  the  ornament  of  the  place. 

The  church  of  Ampthill  contains  little  that  is  remarkable.  The  figures  of  Lord 
Fanhope  and  the  Dutchefs  of  Exeter,  mentioned  by  Sandford,  have  been  removed 
from  the  eaft  window  of  the  aifle.  The  only  monument  of  note  is  that  of  Robert 
Nicolls,  of  Ampthill  Park,  Governor  of  Long  Ifland,  who,  being  in  attendance  on 
the  Duke  of  York,  was  flain  on  board  his  fhip  in  1672.  A cannon-ball,  faid  to 
have  been  that  which  occafioned  his  death,  is  inlaid  in  the  marble  within  the  pedi- 
ment ; and  on  the  moulding  is  this  infcription  : 

“ Inftrumentum  mortis  et  immortalitatis.” 

The  benefice  is  a reflory  in  the  patronage  of  Lord  Offory. 

In  the  year  1654,  the  name  of  Colonel  Okey,  the  regicide,  occurs  in  the  parifh 
regifter,  attefting  the  celebration  of  marriages  as  a juftice  of  peace.  About  that 
time  he  purchafed  the  honour  of  Ampthill,  as  part  of  the  confifcated  property  of  the 
crown r,  and  reflded,  it  is  probable,  at  the  Park.  The  fignature  of  Edmund  Win- 
gate the  arithmetician,  occurs  alfo  as  a juftice  the  fame  year.  He  reflded  at  Wood- 
end,  in  Harlington. 

About  a mile  from  the  town  of  Ampthill  is  a hofpital,  founded  in  1690,  by  Mr. 
John  Crofs,  for  twelve  poor  men  and  a reader,  and  for  four  poor  women.  The 
reader  has  fifteen  pounds  per  annum,  the  others  ten  pounds.  They  muft  be  unmar- 
ried. The  Vice  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  and  the  Bifhop  of  that 
Diocefe,  are  vifitors. 

Arlesey,  anciently  Alrichefeye  or  Alnerichfeye,  about  three  miles  fouth  eaft  of 
Shefford,  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  was  formerly  a market  town.  Its  market, 
which  was  on  Wednefday,  is  mentioned  in  the  record  of  Doomfday.  The  tolls  were 
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then  valued  at  ios.  per  annum.  It  w^s  confirmed  in  1270  to  Stephen  Edworth, 
then  lord  of  the  manor,  with  a fair  to  be  held  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  * 
Paul.  Both  the  market  and  fair  have  been  long  difufed. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  De  la  Poles  had  the  manor  s.  In  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  the  manor  of  Arlefey,  alias  Etonbury,  was  held  by  the  Tanfields  under 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury '.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Richard  Edwards,  a minor,  in 
whofe  family  it  has  been  for  many  years.  It  is  probable.that  the  ancient  entrench- 
ment near  the  road  to  Baldock,  called  Etonbury,  was  the  original  fite  of  this 
manor.  It  appears  to  have  been  a place  of  confiderable  flrength. 

In  the  church  are  monuments  of  Sir  Samuel  Browne,  a barrifler,  who  died  in 
1 665,  and  feveral  of  the  families  of  Vigerous  and  Edwards.  Richard  Edwards,  who 
died  in  1691,  is  called  in  his  epitaph  the  lafh  grand  reader  of  the  temple.  The  great 
tithes  of  this  parilh,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  Abbey  of  Waltham,  were  the 
property  of  the  late  Mrs.  Schutz,  daughter  and  heir  of  Dr.  Browne,  in  whofe 
family  they  have  been  veiled  for  many  years.  Michael  Angelo  Taylor  efq.  is 
patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  united  to  Allwick,  and  lies  in  the  deanery  of 
Shefford. 

Aspley  Guise,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  about  two  miles 
north  of  Woburn,  received  its  additional  name  from  the  ancient  family  of  Gyfe,  or 
Guife.  It  had  formerly  a‘ market;  a charter  for  which  was  granted  to  Anfelm  de 
Gyfe  in  1267  u,  with  a fair  at  St.  Botolpli’s  tide.  The  market,  which  was  on  Fri- 
days, has  been  long  difufed,  but  it  continues  to  be  a populous  village,  and  is  very 
pleafantly  fituated. 

The  manor  was  anciently  veiled  in  the  Beauchamps,  as  parcel  of  the  Barony  of 
Bedford.  Simon  de  Beauchamp  furrendered  it  by  way  of  a compofition  to  Guy  de  St. 
Walery,  who  had  laid  claim  to  his  whole  barony  w.  Reginald  de  St.  Walery  gave 
it  to  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent,  and  Grand  Julliciar  of  England,  whofe  widow 
Margaret,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Scots,  died  feifed  of  it,  as  her  dower,  in  1259  \ 
After  this,  Afpley  became  the  property  and  chief  feat  of  the  Gyfes  or  Guifes, 
ancellors  of  the  Gloucellerlhire  family  of  that  name.  Anfelm  de  Gyfe  had  this 
manor  in  marriage  with  a daughter  of  Hubert  de  Burgh  above-mentioned.  John  de 
Gyfe  was  one  of  the  knights  of  this  (hire  in  1328.  In  1540  John  Guife  efq.  gave  the 
manor  of  Afpley  to  king  Henry  VIII.  in  exchange  for  lands  in  Gloucellerlhire  y.  It  is 
probable  that  the  king  granted  it  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadler7-,  one  of  his  chief  favourites,  whofe 
defendants  are  Hill  poffelfed  of  it.  Edwin  Sadleir,  of  Afpley,  was  created  a baronet 
in  1661.  Sir  Edwin ‘Sadleir,  his  fon,  the  lalt  baronet,  died  in  1719,  bequeathing 

s Cl.  Rot.  ' Efcheats.  u Cart.  51  Hen.  III.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage.  x Efcheats. 
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the  manor  of  Afpley  to  hiskinfman  George  Sadleir  efq.  from  whom  it  has  defcended 
to  the  prefent  proprietor  Richard  Vernon  Sadleir  efq. 

In  the  church  is  the  effigies  in  brafs  of  one  of  the  Guife  family  in  armour,  a tomb 
of  Sir  Edwin  Sadleir,  the  lafl  baronet  of  that  name,  and  an  ancient  altar  tomb,  with 
the  effigies  of  a man  in  chain  armour.  The  advowfon  of  the  reftory  was  given  to 
the  priory  of  Newenham  by  Simon  de  Beauchamp  the  founder.  It  has  been  in  the 
Duke  of  Bedford’s  family  fmce  the  year  1752.  An  A£l  of  Parliament  for  inclofmg 
this  pariffi  was  paffied  in  1759,  and  a fecond  Ad  in  1793.  The  redory  was  confoli- 
dated  with  that  of  Plufborn  Crawley  in  179 6. 

Astwick,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade,  and  the  deanery  of  Shefford,  is  afmall 
\rillage  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordffiire,  about  five  miles  from  Shefford,  a little  north 
of  the  road  to  Baldock.  The  manor  was  formerly  in  the  Beauchamps  and 
Nevills  % of  late  years  in  the  family  of  Browne,  and  now  the  property  of  Michael 
Angelo  Taylor  efq.  In  the  church  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Cockayne. 
The  benefice  is  a redory  united  to  Arlefey,  and  is  in  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Taylor. 
The  advowfon  was  formerly  in  the  priory  of  Chickfand.  In  the  founder’s  charter 
it  is  called  the  Chapel  of  Eftwick. 

Great  Barford  gives  name  to  a hundred,  and  is  in  the  deanery  of  Eaton.  It  is 
a village  about  fix  miles  N.  E.  of  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  St.  Neots.  The  principal 
manor  was  formerly  in  the  St.  Johns  \ It  is  now  the  property  of  John  Franklyn 
efq.  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  feveral  generations.  Creakers,  in  this  pariffi, 
was  in  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  centuries  a feat  and  manor  of  the  Fitzjeffreys,  one 
of  whom  has  a memorial  in  the  church.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Pedley, 
whofe  father  purchafed  it  of  the  Halfeys.  The  old  manfion,  of  which  a fmall  part 
only  remains,  flood  within  a moated  fite.  The  manor  of  Netherbury,  which  be- 
longed to  the  Mordaunts,  is  now  the  property  of  Charles.  James  Metcalf,  a minor, 
in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time.  The  manor  of  Birchfield, 
called  anciently  Brytvills,  Burtfield,  or  Burdefleys,  was  formerly  in  the  Spencer 
family b,  and  is  now  the  property  of  J.  Polhill  efq.  In  1481  the  Fitzjeffreys  had 
a moiety  of  this  manor  c.  The  benefice  is  a vicarage  in  the  patronage  of  the  Mailer 
and  Fellows  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  to  whom  the  great  tithes  are  appropri- 
ated. Mr.  Franklyn  is  leffee  under  the  college.  At  this  place  is  a bridge  over  the 
Oufe,  built  in  the  early  part  of  the  15th  century d. 
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Little  Barford,  or  Berkford,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of 
Shefford,  is  a fmall  village  on  the  borders  of  Huntingdonfhire,  about  two  miles  and  a 
half  from  St.  Neots.  The  manor  his  of  late  years  been  in  the  families  of  Lee  and 
Browne,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Williamfon  of  Baldock,  who  has  alfo  the 
advowfon  of  the  re&ory.  The  parilh  was  inclofed  by  agreement  previoufly  to 
1778,  when  an  Aft  of  Parliament  was  obtained  to  confirm  it.  An  allotment  of 
land  was  afligned  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the  rettor.  Nicholas  Rowe,  the  dramatic  poet, 
was  born  at  this  place  in  1661. 

Barton,  fometimes  called  Barton  in  the  Clay , from  its  fituation  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  clayey  foil  under  Barton  hill,  is  in  the  hundred  of  Flitt  and  deanery  of 
Dunftaple,  about  feven  miles  from  Luton,  on  the  road  to  Bedford.  The  manor  of 
Barton  was  given  to  the  Monks  of  Ramfey  by  their  firft  Abbot  Eadnothus,  after- 
wards Bilhop  of  Dorchefter  e.  After  the  reformation  it  palled  through  various 
hands,  having  never  continued  long  in  the  fame  family.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
Edward  Willes  efq.  whofe  father,  the  Bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  purchafed  it  of 
Mr.  Jenkins  of  Harpenden.  The  redory  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Battlesden,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  is  a fmall  vil- 
lage about  three  miles  from  Woburn,  between  the  two  great  roads.  In  the  13th  and 
14th  centuries  the  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Firmband  or  Fremband  f,  who  twice 
reprefented  the  county  in  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  It  was  afterwards 
in  the  Chetwodes.  About  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  became  the  property  of 
the  Duncombes,  by  the  marriage  of  William  Duncombe  efq.  with  Ellen,  daughter 
and  heir  of  William  Saunders  efq.  of  Potfgrave. 

It  was  to  one  of  this  family.  Sir  Saunders  Duncombe,  a gentleman  penfioner  to 
King  James  and  Charles  I.  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  accommodation  of  fedans  or 
clofe  chairs;  the  ufe  of  which  was  firft  introduced  by  him  in  this  country  in  the  year 
1634,  when  he  procured  a patent,  which  veiled  in  him  and  his  heirs  the  foie  right 
of  carrying  perfons  “ up  and  down  in  them”  for  a certain  term.  It  is  probable  that 
Sir  Saunders,  who  was  a great  traveller,  had  feen  them  at  Sedan,  where  Dr.  John- 
fon  fuppofes  that  they  were  firft  made.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Capt.  Bayley  firft 
introduced  the  ufe  of  hackney  coaches  in  London  the  fame  year g. 

In  i7o6h  the  manor  of  Battlefden  was  purchafed  by  Allen  Bathurft  efq.  a 
diftinguilhed  political  character  during  the  reigns  of  queen  Anne  and  George  I. ; by 
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the  former  of  whom  he  was  in  1 7 1 1 created  Baron  Bathurft  of  Battlefden,  which 
continued  for  fome  years  to  be  the  country-feat  of  that  nobleman,  and  the  occafional 
refort  of  the  celebrated  conftellation  of  wits,  of  whom  he  was  the  patron  and  the  friend. 
In  1724  Lord  Bathurft  fold  Battlefden  to  Sir  Gregory  Page,  great  uncle  of  the  prefent 
proprietor.  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  bart.  In  the  church  are  monuments  of  the 
Duncombe  family  from  1603  to  1688.  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner  is  patron  of 
the  re&ory. 

Bedford,  the  county  town,  is  fituated  on  the  river  Oafe,  which  divides  it 
into  two  parts,  and  is  fifty  miles  from  London. 

It  is  generally  fuppofed  that  Bedford  was  the  Bedicanford  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle, 
where  the  battle  was  fought  between  Cuthwulf  and  the  Britons  in  572  ; and  it 
is  faid  to  have  been  the  burial-place  of  Offa  king  of  the  Mercians.  Matthew  Paris 
fpeaks  of  the  chapel  in  which  he  was  interred,  as  having  been  dilapidated  and  car- 
ried away  by  the  floods.  Edward  the  Elder,  as  Camden  informs  us  on  the  authority 
of  Hoveden,  repaired  Bedford,  which  had  been  ruined  in  the  Danilh  wars,  and  built 
a new  town  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  called  Mikefgate  ; but  the  author  of  the 
Saxon  Chronicle,  and  other  writers,  fpeak  of  the  building  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  as  a fortrefs  only,  or  citadel.  Authors  vary  confiderably  alfo  as  to  the  date  of 
this  building.  Bromton  makes  it  907,  the  Saxon  Chronicle  919.  The  Danifli 
army  was  repulfed  by  the  townfmen  of  Bedford  in  921  1 ; in  1010  they  were  more 
fuccefsful,  and  burned  the  town  k. 

The  record  of  Doomfday  fpeaks  of  the  town  of  Bedford  as  being  taxed  as  half  a 
hundred  both  for  foldier3  and  (hipping.  Remigius,  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  is  faid  to  have 
taken  it  away  from  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  and  to  have  retained  it  unjuftly  in  his 
own  hands. 

King  William  Rufus  gave  the  Barony  of  Bedford  to  Pain  de  Beauchamp ',  who 
built  a ftrong  caftle  adjoining  the  town.  Bedford  caftle  fuftained  a fiege  againft 
King  Stephen  and  his  army  in  1137;  but  hiftorians  differ  very  much  in  their 
accounts,  both  as  to  the  event  of  the  fiege,  and  who  were  the  defenders.  Dugdale, 
quoting  ancient  authorities,  fays,  that  Milo  de  Beauchamp  and  his  brothers,  hearing 
that  the  king  had  bellowed  their  filler  in  marriage,  together  with  the  whole  Barony 
of  Bedford,  which  had  belonged  to  Simon  de  Beauchamp  their  father,  unto  Hugh 
Pauper,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Leiceller,  garrifoned  the  caftle  of  Bedford,  then  a 
fort  of  great  ftrength  environed  with  a mighty  rampire  of  earth,  and  a high  wall, 
within  which  was  an  impregnable  tower  ; fo  that  the  king,  not  being  able  to  get  it  by 
ajfault , brought  his  army  before  it,  and,  after  a long  and  hard  fiege,  obtained  it  by 
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furrender,  through  the  mediation  of  his  brother  Henry  de  Blois  biffiop  of 
Winchefter,  Milo  de  Beauchamp  and  his  foldiers  marching  out  upon  honourable 
terms  m.  Camden,  without  entering  into  particulars,  merely  mentions  that  Stephen 
was  the  firft  who  took  this  caltle  with  great  (laughter.  Holinfhed  informs  us,  that 
during  the  wars  between  Stephen  and  David  king  of  Scotland,  Bedford,  which  had 
been  given  to  David’s  fon  Henry,  as  appertaining  to  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon, 
was  garrifoned  by  the  Scots ; and  that  after  being  befieged  for  thirty  days  together, 
by  Stephen,  who  every  day  gave  an  affault  or  alarm,  it  was  at  length  won  by  him  by 
pure  force  and  Jlrengih.  The  circumftance,  of  Bedford  having  been  thus  for  a time 
annexed  to  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon,  is  confirmed  by  a record  of  parliament,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  abbefs  of  Elftow,  in  1327,  preferred  a petition,  claiming 
the  third  penny  in  the  town  of  Bedford,  under  a grant  of  Malcolm  king  of  Scotland 
and  earl  of  Huntingdon.  The  burgeffes  of  Bedford,  in  reply,  affirmed  that  Malcolm 
never  had  the  lordffiip  of  the  town0.  It  is  moil  probable,  that  before  his  time  it 
had  been  reflored  to  the  Beauchamps.  In  1190  Simon  de  Beauchamp  gave  tool, 
for  the  government  of  Bedford  caflle0. 

In  1216  William  de  Beauchamp,  being  then  pofleffed  of  the  barony  of  Bedford, 
took  part  wfith  the  rebellious  barons,  and  received  them  as  friends  into  his  cattle, which 
they  were  advancing  to  bettege  p.  The  king  having  fent  his  favourite,  Faukes  de 
Brent,  to  fummon  the  cattle,  it  wras  furrendered  within  a few  days,  and  given  to  him 
for  his  good  fervices q.  The  king  appears  to  have  been  there  in  perfon  the  fame 
year r.  Matthew  Paris  informs  us  that  Faukes  de  Brent  (being  thus  pofleffed  of  the 
barony  by  the  king’s  gift)  rebuilt  and  fortified  the  cattle,  for  which  purpofe  he 
pulled  down  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Paul ; and  that  the  abbefs  of  the  neigh- 
bouring convent  of  Elttow,  hearing  of  his  facrilege,  took  the  fw®rd  out  of  the  hand 
of  that  faint’s  image  in  her  church,  and  would  not  replace  it  till  juttice  had  overtaken 
the  offender  : but  a charter  of  the  firft  of  Henry  the  third  entirely  exonerates  Faukes 
de  Brent  from  this  charge,  for  by  it  the  king  grants  the  church  of  Tindene  to  the 
Monks  of  Newenham,  as  a compenfation  for  his  father  king  John  having  ordered  the 
church  of  Saint  Paul’s  at  Bedford,  to  them  belonging,  to  be  pulled  down,  when  he 
caufed  Bedford  cattle  to  be  fortified  s.  It  is  certain  that  Faukes  de  Brent,  when  he 
was  in  poffeffion  of  this  cattle,  prefuming  upon  its  impregnable  ftrength,  fet  at 
nought  all  law  and  authority  ; and  having  been  fined  by  the  king’s  juftices  itinerant 
at  Dunftaple,  in  the  year  1224,  for  his  various  outrages  and  depredations  upon  the 
property  of  his  lefs  powerful  neighbours,  he  fent  a party  of  foldiers,  w ho  feized 
Henry  de  Braybroke  one  of  the  king’s  juftices,  and  treating  him  with  great  barbarity, 
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brought  him'  prifoner  to  the  caftle  at  Bedford1.  The  king  hearing  of  thefe  outrages, 
marched  to  Bedford  in  perfon,  attended  by  Stephen  Langton  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  principal  peers  of  the  realm.  On  this  occafion  the  archbilhops, 
bilhops,  and  abbots  granted  a voluntary  aid  to  the  king,  and  two  labourers  from 
every  hide  of  their  lands  to  work. the  engines  employed  in  the  liege u. 

Camden  has  extracted  from  the  Chronicle  of  Dunftaple,  the  following  account  of 
the  fiege  written  by  an  eye-witnefs : “ On  the  eaft  fide,”  fays  the  writer,  “ was  one 
P'etraria  and  two  Mangonella  which  daily  battered  the  towpr,  and  on  the  weft  fide 
two  Mangonella  ruined  the  old  tower,  and  one  Mangonel l the  fouth,  and  one  on  the 
north  made  two  breaches  in  the  wall  oppofed  to  them. ' Befides  thefe,  there  were 
two  wooden  towers  raifed  above  the  height  of  the  caftle  for  the  crofs-bow-men 
and  fcouts,  alio  many  others  in  which  the  crofs-bow-men  and  {lingers  lay  in  am- 
bulh.  There  was  alfo  a machine  called  a cat,  under  which  miners  had  free  paffage 
to  fap  the  walls  of  the  tower  and  caftle.  The  caftle  was  taken  by  four  alfaults.  In 
the  firft  was  taken  the  barbican,  in  the  fecond  the  outer  bail,  in  the  third  the  wall 
near  the  old  tower  was  overthrown  by  the  miners,  through  the  breach  of  which  they 
with  great  danger  made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  inner  bail : on  the  fourth  afiault 
the  miners  fet  fire  to  the  tower,  and  when  the  ffnoke  burft  out  and  great  cracks 
appeared  in  the  tower  the  belieged  furrendered.”  The  men  of  Dunftaple  made  the 
fecond  afiault  here  mentioned,  in  which  the  outer  bail  was  taken,  for  which  fervice 
they  had  a confiderable  lhare  of  the  plunder  \ Many  lives  were  loft  by  the  fall  of 
the  old  tower.  The  fiege  lafted  two  months,  uncommon  efforts  being  ufed  to  get 
poffeffion  of  this  nurfery  of  fedition,  as  Camden  ftiles  it,  which  was  deemed  by  its 
owner  to  have  been  of  fuch  ftrength  as  almoft  to  defy  any  mode  of  affault  then  in 
ufe.  The  fuccefs  of  the  befiegers  was  attributed  chiefly  to  the  ufe  of  a lofty 
wooden  caftle,  higher  than  the  walls,  which  gave  the  befiegers  an  opportunity  of 
obferving  every  thing  that  paffed  within.  Faukes  de  Brent  was  not  in  the  caftle  at 
the  time  of  its  captifre  ; his  brother  William  with  four  and  twenty  of  his  officers 
were  executed  5 Culmo  another  brother  received  the  king’s  pardon ; Faukes  him- 
felf  haftened  to  Bedford  to  crave  for  mercy,  under  the  protedion  of  the  bifhop 
of  Coventry,  and  was  pardoned  on  condition  of  being  banifhed  the  realm.  The 
king  ordered  the  caftle  to  be  difmantled,  and  the  ditches  to  be  filled  up.  The  ftones 
were  given  to  the  monks  of  the  two  neighbouring  priories,  Newenha/n  and  Caldwell*. 
The  barony  of  Bedford  was  reftored  to  William  de. Beauchamp,  who  obtained  the 
king’s  leave  to  ered  a manfion  on  the  fite  of  the  caftle,  and  to  inclofe  it  with  a 
wall,  not  exceeding  the  height  of  that  which  belonged  to  the  fecond  ward,  and  to 
be  without  any  battlement z. 
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The  king’s  orders,  with  refpeft  to  the  total  demolition  of  the  cattle,  appear  not  to 
have  been  carried  into  effeft,  for  John  lord  Moubray,  who,  through  a female  heir, 
inherited  a part  of  the  eftates  of  the  Beauchamps,  is  faid  in  the  inquifition  taken 
after  his  death,  in  1361,  to  have  died  feifed  of  the  ruinous  cattle  at  Bedford  j and 
Camden  fpeaks  of  its  ruins  as  exifting  in  his  time,  overhanging  the  river  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  town.  There  is  not  a ftone  now  remaining,  but  the  veftiges  of  the 
cattle  are  to  be  feen  at  the  back  of  the  Swan  Inn.  On  the  keep  is  a bowling- 
green,  formerly  of  much  celebrity.  After  the  death  of  John  Moubray,  the 
laft  duke  of  Norfolk  of  that  name,  the  fite  of  Bedford  cattle  appears  to  have 
defcended  by  a co-heir  of  the  Moubrays  to  William  marquis  of  Berkeley,  who 
gave  it  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray  \ The  fite  of  the  cattle  with  the  Swan  inn  is  now 
the  property  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  and  it  is  prefumed  that  it  patted  from  the 
Goft wicks  by  purchafe  to  the  Marlborough  family,  and  from  them,  together  with 
feveral  other  eftates  which  had  been  in  the  Goftwicks,  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s 
grandfather. 

The  barony  of  Bedford,  confifting  of  feveral  manors  in  Bedfordttiire  and  Buck- 
inghamfhire,  was  divided  among  the  three  daughters  of  William  de  Beauchamp, 
who  died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  Maud,  wife  of  Roger  de  Moubray,  Ela,  wife 
of  Baldwin  Wake,  and  Beatrix,  wife  of  Thomas  Fitzotes.  Some  of  the  defcendants 
of  thefe  co-heirs  continued  for  many  generations  to  poflefs,  either  entirely  or  in  por- 
tions, manors  which  had  been  parcel  of  this  barony.  The  barons  of  Bedford  having 
been  anciently  lord  almoners  to  the  kings  of  England  on  the  day  of  their  corona- 
tion, Thomas  de  Moubray,  as  one  of  their  co-heirs  by  the  marriage  of  his  anceftor 
with  Maud  de  Beauchamp,  and  John  Lord  Latimer,  as  inheriting  a part  of  the 
barony  which  had  patted  in  marriage  with  Maud, daughter  of  Beatrix  de  Beauchamp, 
to  the  Botetorts,  claimed  this  office  with  its  perquifites  at  the  coronation  of  king 
Henry  IV.  The  claim  of  Lord  Latimer  was  allowed,  and  Sir  Thomas  Grey  was 
appointed  to  reprefent  Thomas  de  Moubray,  whofe  lands  were  then  in  the  king’s 
hands  \ ^ At  the  coronation  of  James  II.  the  earl  of  Exeter,  defcended  from  the 
Latimers  by  the  marriage  of  his  anceftor  Thomas  earl  of  Exeter  with  one  of  the  co- 
heirefles  of  John  Neville,  the  laft  Lord  Latimer c j Sir  George  Blundell  defcended  from 

Ela 

* See  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  Vol.  vi.  b Vincent’s  MSS.  in  Coll.  Arm. 

c The  immediate  defcendants  of  the  Latimers  who  inherited  from  the  Botetorts,  failed  by  the  death 
of  John  Neville,  the  firft  Lord  Latimer  of  that  family  without  iffue  ; but  the  manors,  which  were  parcel 
of  the  barony  of  Bedford,  were  entailed  on  his  brother  Ralph  Neville  earl  of  Weftmorland,  whofe  fon 
George  became  Lord  Latimer,  and  defcended  to  John  Neville  the  laft  Lord  Latimer,  who  left  four 
daughters  co-heirefles,  from  one  of  whom  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  is  defcended.  The  other  daughters 
married  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Sir  William  Cornwallis,  and  Sir  John  Danvers.  The  only 
known  defcendants  in  lineal  fucceffion  from  the  three  daughters  of  William  de  Beauchamp,  baron  of 
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Ela  de  Beauchamp  through  the  Pigots  and  Gafcoignes ; and  Thomas  Snag  efq.  who,  it 
is  prefumed,  poffeffed  fome  lands  parcel  of  the  barony  by  purchafe,  claimed  the 
office  of  almoner,  which  was  adjudged  for  that  time  to  the  earl  of  Exeter d.  In 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  the  Goltwicks  acquired  a confiderable  portion  of  this 
barony  by  purchafe,  partly  from  the  Bedingfields.  It  is  prefumed  that  the  intereft 
which  the  Goflwick  family  had  in  the  barony  paffed  with  the  eftates,  which  were 
fold  by  them  to  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  were  afterwards  purchafed  of  the 
Marlborough  family  by  John  duke  of  Bedford.  The  manor  of  Bedford,  which 
was  formerly  part  of  the  barony,  has  long  been  veiled  in  the  corporation. 

Before  the  conqueft,  there  was  a collegiate  church  at  Bedford,  dedicated  to 
St.  Paul.  Rohefia  or  Roife,  wife  of  Pain  de  Beauchamp,  changed  the  prebendaries 
into  canons  regular.  Her  fon  Simon  removed  them  to  a new  fite  in  the  neighbour- 
ing parifli  of  Goldington,  afterwards  called  Newenham%  about  a mile  from  Bedford 
down  the  river ; from  which  circumflance  and  his  extenfive  benefactions  he  was 
efteemed  their  founder,  and  was  fo  called  on  his  tomb,  which  in  Leland’s  time 
exifted  in  the  prefent  church  of  St.  Paul,  having  been  removed,  it  is  probable,  from 
the  ancient  collegiate  church,  which  was  pulled  down  by  king  John  as  mentioned 
before. 

Caldwell  or  Cawdwell  Priory,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  weft  of  Bedford,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Oufe,  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  by  Simon  Barefoot  or  Baf- 
ket,  alderman  of  Bedford,  for  brethren  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Crofs  or  Holy 
Sepulchre,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary  ; Robert  de  Houton  gave  the  fite. 
The  founder  conferred  the  patronage  of  this  convent  on  Roger  le  Marefchal.  It 
paffed  afterwards  to  the  Latimers  and  Uffords f.  The  order  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
falling  to  decay  not  long  after  the  eftabiilhment  of  this  monaftery,  it  is  probable 
that  it  was  replenifhed  with  Auftin  canons  ; for  at  the  time  of  its  fuppreffion  by 
Henry  VIII.  it  was  ftated  to  be  a priory  of  the  laft-mentioned  order,  and  was 
then  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift  and  St.  John  the  Evangelift.  Its  clear  yearly 
income  was  ftated  to  be  109I.  8 s.  5d.  The  fite  was  granted  in  1563  to  Thomas 
Leigh  g,  whofe  defendants  continued  there  in  1620  h.  In  1682,  it  was  the  property 
of  Edmund  Gardiner  efq.‘  who  had  a feat  there,  which  has  been  pulled  down  many 

Bedford  (as  traced  by  Francis  Townfend  efq.  Windfor  Herald),  are  Lord  Stourton,  Lord  Petre,  and 
the  Earl  of  Berkeley  from  Maud  the  elder  daughter ; the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  the  Duke  of  Leeds, 
Sir  William  Wake  bart.  Sir  John  Reade  bart.  the  Earl  of  Guildford,  and  Sir  Richard  Bedingfield 
bart.  all  defcended  from  Ela  the  fecond  daughter  of  William  de  Beauchamp  (through  the  Patefhulls)  ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Beaufort,  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  Thomas  Clifford 
efq.  defcended  (through  the  Botetorts),  from  Beatrix  third  daughter  of  William  de  Beauchamp. 

d Sandford’s'Hiftory  of  the  Coronation  of  James  II.  * Leland’s  Colleftan.  f Dugdale’s  Monaft. 

5 Tanner.  h MS.  Diary  of  Th.  Archer,  redlor  of  Houghton  Conqueft. 

Monument  of  his  daughter-in-law  Mary  Lyfons  in  St.  Mary’s  Church. 
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years  ago,  and  a farm-houfe  built  in  its  place.  The  eftate  continued  in  the  Gardiner 
family  till  about  the  year  1780.  It  now  belongs  to  George  Livius  efq.  Traces  of 
the  conventual  buildings  may  be  feen  in  a field  adjoining  the  farm-houfe. 

The  houfe  of  Grey-Friars, . or  Francifcans,  in  Bedford,  was  founded  by  Mabel 
Pateihull,  lady  of  Bletfoe,  before  the  year  1 3 1 1 k.  Leland  defcribes  her  tomb  as 
being  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  high  altar  of  the  conventual  church,  under  an  arch, 
with  an  epitaph,  in  which  fine  was  called  the  foundrefs.  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  the  tomb 
of  queen  Eleanor,  with  her  44  image  of  plaine  plate  of  brafle  encrounid;”  that  of  one 
of  the  Lord  Moubrays,  (John  Lord  Moubray,)  who  died  in  1361  ; and  Sir  Richard 
Irencefter,  who  was  faid  to  have  made  the  body  of  the  church.  The  revenues  of 
this  monaftery,  when  fupprefied,  were  eftimated  only  at  3I.  1 5s.  2d.  clear  yearly 
value.  Its  file,  on  which  is  now  a farm-houfe,  (to  the  north-weft  of  the  town  in  the 
pariffi  of  St.  Paul’s,)  was  granted  by  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Goftwick,  mafter  of  the 
horfe1;  it  is  now  the  property  of  the  earl  of  Affiburnham.  The  few  remains  which 
Hill  exift  of  the  conventual  buildings,  exhibit  fome  veftiges  of  the  cloifters.  A barn 
adjoining  to  the  houfe  is  faid  to  have  been  the  refeCtory. 

St.  Leonard’s  hofpital,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  was  founded  before  the 
year  1302,  by  a townfman  of  Bedford.  A record  of  that  date  calls  it  44  the  poor 
houfe  of  St.  Leonard,  in  which  were  fix  freres  chapleynes  wearing  a religious 
habit  m.”  The  patronage  of  this  hofpital  was  given  by  the  town  to  Sir  Reginald 
Bray,  for  his  good  offices  in  getting  their  fee-farm  rent  reduced n.  It  appears  that  the 
manor  of  Everton,  on  the  borders  of  the  county,  belonged  to  this  hofpital0,  the 
revenues  of  which  were  valued  in  1535  at  1 61.  6s.  8Jd.  per  annum p.  The  fite, 
which  is  in  St.  John’s  pariffi,  is  now  a farm  of  the  duke  of  Bedford. 

The  hofpital  of  St.  John  the  Baptift  was  founded  in  the  year  1280%  by  Robert 
de  Parys,  for  a mafter  and  two  or  more  brethren,  priefts,  who  were  to  pray  for  the 
fouls  of  the  founder,  John  St.  John,  Henry  St.  John,  and  John  St.  John,  grandfon 
of  John ; and  likewife  for  the  reception  and  fupport  of  decayed  freemen  of  the 
town  of  Bedford.  Many  years  before  the  reformation  the  hofpital  had  ceafed  to 
be  occupied  according  to  the  directions  of  the  founder ; and  it  appears  by  the  fur- 
veys  made  of  chantries  and  hofpitals  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI., 
that  the  hofpital  and  pariffi  church  of  St.  John  had  long  been  confolidated,  and 
that  there  was  no  minifter  in  that  pariffi  with  the  cure  of  fouls  but  the  mafter  of 

k Leland.  1 Tanner.  m Rolls  of  Parliament,  Vol.  i.  p.  134.  n Leland. 

° Placit.  Inquif.  &c.  de  terris  in  Com.  Bed.  in  Turr.  Lond.  p Tanner. 

q The  foundation  is  by  fome  writers  faid  to  have  been  in  the  year  980.  The  miftake  has  been 
occafioned  by  a memorandum  in  bilhop  Longland’s  regifter  at  Lincoln,  where  the  date  is  thus  error.e- 
oufly  written,  An"  Dni  Mill0  nonocentefimo  lxxxm".  Other  ancient  records  mention  1280'  as  the  date 
of  the  foundation,  which  correfponds  with  the  pedigree  of  the  St.  Johns. 
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the  laid  hofpital.  It  appears  alfo,  by  other  records,  that  the  prefentation  to  thefe 
joint  offices  was  veiled  in  the  corporation  of  Bedford.  The  right  of  the  corporation 
has  been  frequently  contefted  by  perfons  claiming  the  houfes  and  lands  belonging  to 
the  hofpital  under  grants  from  the  crown ; but  the  corporation,  or  rather  the 
mailer  and  co-brethren,  have  been  always  fuccefsful.  It  was  determined  fo  early  as 
1552,  upon  a fuit  which  took  place  after  the  firft  grant,  that  the  hofpital  did  not 
come  under  the  defcription  of  fuperflitious  eflabliihments,  intended  to  be  aboliihed 
by  the  flatutd'.  Since  the  laft  decifion  in  1743,  the  mailer  and  co-brethren  have 
continued  in  quiet  poifeffion,  and  the  corporation  have  enjoyed,  unmoleiled,  their 
right  of  prefentation.  The  mailer  or  redtor  and  co-brethren  have  been,  from  very 
ancient  time,  a body  corporate,  and  have  had  a common  feal.  The  co-brethren, 
who  are  poor  freemen  of  Bedford  appointed  by  the  mailer,  have  no  apartments  in 
the  hofpital,  which  adjoins  St.  John’s  church,  and  has  been  long  appropriated  as  the 
rectory-houfe.  The  ancient  hall  is  ilill  remaining.  The  eilate  is  held  on  leafe 
under  the  mailer  and  co-brethren.  The  co-brethren  receive  a weekly  allowance 
of  gd.  each. 

The  bridge  over  the  Oufe,  which  connecls  the  north  and  fouth  parts  of  the  town 
of  Bedford,  is  of  great  antiquity.  There  was  formerly  upon,  or  adjoining  to  it r,  a 
free  chapel  or  oratory,  with  a hofpital,  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr.  It 
was  built  by  the  townfmen  in  the  early  part  of  the  14th  century,  and  endowed  with 
lands  for  the  fupport  of  a warden  or  chaplain,  who  enjoying  the  endowment  for 
life,  was  to  repair  the  bridge  at  his  own  expence  s.  The  appointment  of  a warden 
appears  to  have  been  in  difpute  between  the  townfmen  of  Bedford  and  the  crown. 
As  no  mention  appears  of  it  on  the  Chantry  Roll,  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
dilapidated  before  the  reformation.  Two  gateways,  one  of  which  ferved  for  the 
town  gaol,  were  taken  down  in  1765,  to  render  the  paffage  over  the  bridge  more 
commodious. 

Not  far  from  St.  Paul’s  church  is  an  ancient  Gothic  building,  now  ufed 
as  a brewery.  This  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  part  of  one  of  the  prebendal 
houfes,  which  Leland  fpeaks  of  as  exifting  in  his  time  at  Bedford,  notwithflanding 
their  Halls  had  been  removed  to  Lincoln.  The  building  above-mentioned  is  held 
on  leafe  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of  that  church. 

The  Gothic  building  in  the  George-yard  is  nothing  more  than  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal ftrudture  of  that  ancient  inn,  which  is  fpoken  of  by  the  fame  name  in  a record 
of  the  year  1481  *.  In  the  centre  is  a large  gateway,  and  on  one  fide  the  figure  of 
St.  George  under  a Gothic  niche. 

1 Moft  Records  (Pat.  42  Edw.  III.  &c.)  defcribe  it  as  on  the  bridge  ; but  a petition  to  parliament 
in  133S,  (fee  Rolls  of  Parliament,  Vol.  ii.  p.  100.)  fpeaks  of  it  as  clofe  adjoining  to  the  bridge  on 
the  land  of  Lord  Moubray. 

! Rolls  of  Parliament  II.  p.  too.  1 Efch.  20  Edw.  IV.  See  under  the  name  of  Illingworth. 

Vol.  I.  H Bedford 
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Bedford  is  efteemed  a borough  and  corporation  by  prefcription,  and  is  fo  called 
in  all  legal  proceedings.  The  firft  charter  on  record  is  that  of  Henry  II.  who,  in 
1 1 66,  granted  and  confirmed  the  town  of  Bedford  to  the  burgeffes,  fubjedl  to  a 
payment  of  40I.  per  annum  as  a fee-farm  rent  to  the  crown.  His  fon  Richard  con- 
firmed their  mercantile  guild  and  all  their  ancient  privileges,  and  granted  other  new 
privileges  and  immunities  fimilar  to  thofe  enjoyed  by  the  burgeffes  of  Oxford. 
Richard  II.  granted  more  extended  privileges,  and,  among  others,  a view  of 
frank-pledge  within  the  borough.  In  his  charter  the  corporation  are  flyled  the 
mayor,  bailiff's,  and  burgeffes  ; their  prefent  ftyle  of  mayor,  bailiffs,  burgeffes,  and 
commonalty,  firft  occurs  in  an  inquifition  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  They 
confift  of  a mayor,  recorder,  an  indefinite  number  of  aldermen,  two  chamberlains, 
and  thirteen  common  council-men.  The  number  of  aldermen  is  neceffarily 
uncertain,  the  office  of  mayor  being  always  filled  by  a burgefs,  who  has  previoufly 
ferved  the  offices  of  bailiff  and  chamberlain,  and  who  immediately  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  mayoralty,  becomes  an  alderman.  The  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  chamber- 
lains, are  ele&ed  annually  on  the  firft  of  September.  The  common  council  are  ele&ed 
annually,  from  among  the  burgeffes,  on  the  Wednefday  before  St.  Matthew’s  day. 
The  bailiffs  for  the  time  being  are  ftieriffs  of  the  borough,  and  lords  of  the  manor. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  the  fee-farm  rent  payable  by  the  burgeffes  to  the  crown, 
being  then  4 (A.  per  annum , was  remitted  in  part  for  a time,  on  a reprefentation  of  the 
poverty  of  the  town  ".  By  the  interceflion  of  Sir  Reginald  Bray,  when  he  was  prime 
minifter  to  Henry  VII.  it  was  permanently  reduced  to  20I.  per  annum  ; and  at  fome 
fubfequent  time  to  1 61.  5s.  8d.  which  is  now  payable  to  Lord  Carteret  and 
the  Rev.  John  Pery,  as  reprefentatives,  it  is  prefumed,  of  thofe  who  purchafed  the 
rent  of  the  crown.  Lord  Carteret’s  lhare,  about  12 1.  per  annum,  has  been  long 
given  in  augmentation  of  the  vicarage  of  St..  Paul’s,  which  is  in  the  patronage  of 
that  nobleman. 

The  town-hall,  or  feftions-houfe,  (in  which  are  held  the  affizes  for  the  county) 
was  built  in  1753.  It  is  fituated  in  the  area  before  St.  Paul’s  church.  The  town 
gaol,  which  ftood  formerly  on  the  bridge,  was  taken  down  in  or  about  the  year 
1765,  after  which,  a temporary  gaol  was  fitted  up  under  the  town-hall,  and 
afterwards  a new  gaol  was  built  in  St.  Lloyd’s,  near  the  alms-houfes ; but  being 
found  inconvenient,  was  taken  down,  and  another  has  been  lately  ere&ed  to  the 
North-weft  of  the  town,  near  the  road  to  Kettering  ; where  a new  county  gaol 
alfo  was  completed  in  the  year  1801,  towards  the  building  of  which  the  late 

u Among  other  caufes  which  led  to  the  decay  of  the  town,  is  Hated  the  building  of  Barford  bridge, 
which  diverted  many  travellers  from  palling  through  Bedford.  See  the  charter  of  23  Henry  VI. 
extradls  from  which,  and  various  other  charters,  have  been  obligingly  communicated  by  Mr.  Theed 
Pearfe,  with  permiffion  of  the  corporation. 
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Mr.  Whitbread  left  a legacy  of  500/.  The  prifoners  deep  in  feparate 
rooms ; and  the  fyftem  of  folitary  confinement  is  occafionally  adopted.  In 
1803  an  aft  of  parliament  palled,  enabling  the  inhabitants  of  Bedford  to  pave  and 
light  the  town,  to  build  a new  bridge,  to  pull  down  the  butchers’  fnambles,  and  to 
build  a new  market-place,  with  a feffions-houfe  above  it,  and  a butter-market  on 
the  fite  of  the  old  gaol.  This  aft  has  been  partly  carried  into  effeft,  and  a 
pent-houfe  is  now  placed  on  the  fite  of  the  old  gaol,  where  the  new  market-houfe 
is  hereafter  to  be  erefted. 

Bedford  fent  two  members  to  parliament  as  early  as  the  year  1295.  The  right 
of  eleftion  was  determined,  in  1 690,  to  be  in  the  burgeffes,  freemen,  and  inhabi- 
tant houfeholders  not  receiving  alms.  Browne  Willis,  in  his  lafh  edition  of  the 
Notitia  Parliamentary,  fpeaks  of  their  number  as  above  700.  At  the  iaft  contefted 
eleftion  in  1790,  1148  voters  polled;  and  the  number  is  fince  increafed  by  the 
addition  of  feverai  honorary  freeman.  The  mayor  and  bailiffs  are  the  returning 
officers. 

The  principal  manufacture  of  the  town  is  lace  : a confiderable  trade  is  carried  on 
in  coals,  which  are  brought  by  the  Oufe  from  Lynn  and  Yarmouth. 

The  population  of  Bedford  has  increafed  very  much  of  late  years.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houfes,  in  1 80 1 , as  appears  by  the  returns  then  made  to  Parliament,  was  783 ; 
of  inhabitants  3948,  of  which  2221  are  ftated  to  be  perfons  chiefly  employed  in 
trade,  manufactures,  or  handicraft.  Seventy-two  houfes  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
town,  being  for  the  moft  part  very  mean  cottages,  were  deftroyed  by  fire  on  the 
25th  of  May  1 802.  The  fire  was  occafioned  by  a piece  of  a red-hot  horfe-flioe,  from 
a blackfmith’s  forge,  falling  on  the  thatch  of  a houfe.  The  damage  amounted  to 
about  2000/.  The  fufferers  being  moftly  of  the  poorer  fort,  a very  liberal  fubfcrip- 
tion  was  made  for  them  in  the  town  and  county,  amounting  nearly  to  the  whole 
of  their  lofs.  Neat  cottages  have  been  built  on  the  fite  of  thofe  which  were 
deftroyed  by  the  fire. 

The  principal  market  at  Bedford,  which  is  held  on  Saturday,  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  river,  is  a confiderable  mart  for  corn.  The  Monday’s  market,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river,  is  chiefly  for  pigs.  There  are  fix  annual  fairs,  viz.  the  firft 
Tuefday  in  Lent,  April  21,  Old  Midfummer-day,  Auguft  21,  Qftober  12,  and 
December  19.  Befides  thefe,  an  annual  fair  is  held  at  St.  Leonard’s  farm,  on  the 
17th  of  November. 

There  are  in  Bedford  five  parifti  churches,  St.  Paul’s,  St.  Peter’s,  and  St.  Cuth- 
bert’s,  on  the  north  fide  ; St.  Mary’s  and  St.  John  the  Baptift’s  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  river. 

St.  Paul’s  is  a very  handfome  Gothic  building,  with  a fpire.  In  the  fouth 
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chancel,  which  is  fitted  up  for  the  archdeacon’s  court,  is  an  altar-tomb  with  brafs 
figures  of  Sir  William  Harper  and  his  lady.  Sir  William,  who  died  in  1574,  was 
fometime  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  a great  benefactor  to  this  his  native  town. 
On  the  ealt  wall  is  a modern  monument,  with  medallions  of  Sir  William  and  Lady 
Harper,  put  up  in  1768  by  the  truftees  of  the  Harper  charity,  with  an  infcription 
recording  their  benefadtions.  On  the  fouth  wall  of  the  nave  is  painted  a recumbent 
figure  of  king  Charles  the  Firft  under  an  open  canopy,  by  the  fide  of  which  are 
infcribed  fome  very  indifferent  lines,  alluding  to  his  trial  and  execution. 

The  pulpit  is  of  flone,  ornamented  with  gilt  tracery,  on  a blue  ground. 

In  the  church-yard  is  the  tomb  of  a couple,  “ Shadrach  and  Patience  Johnfon,” 
who  had  24  children. 

The  benefice  of  this  church  is  an  endowed  vicarage,  in  the  gift  of  Lord  Carteret. 
Thomas  Chriflie  efq.  being  poffeffed  of  the  great  tithes,  gave  them,  in  the  year 
1697,  t0  t^le  vicar  and  his  fucceffors,  charged  with  the  payment  of  a (hilling  each 
weekly,  to  eight  poor  perfons,  in  the  alms-houfes  built  by  him. 

The  churches  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Cuthbert  contain  nothing  remarkable.  In  the 
church-yard  of  the  former  is  the  tomb  of  Mr.  Afpinal,  a redtor  of  that  parifh,  who 
alfifled  the  learned  Dr.  Caflell  in  his  laborious  refearches  in  the  Oriental  languages. 
The  churches  of  St.  Peter  (called  St.  Peter  Martin,  to  diffinguifh  it  from  another 
church  of  the  fame  name,  formerly  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river)  and  St.  Cuthbert, 
are  both  redtories  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

The  parifhes  of  St.  Paul,  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Cuthbert,  were  inclofed  by  an  adt  of 
parliament  paffed  in  1795,  when  allotments  of  land  in  lieu  of  tithes  were  afligned 
to  the  feveral  perfons  entitled  to  them. 

The  churches  of  St.  Mary  and  St.  John  contain  nothing  remarkable.  The  latter, 
as  before- mentioned,  is  annexed  to  the  hofpital  of  that  name,  and  is  confidered  as  a 
rectory,  of  which  the  corporation  have  the  patronage.  St.  Mary’s  is  a redtory  in  the 
patronage  of  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln.  The  parifh  of  St.  Mary  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  adt  of  parliament  paffed  in  1797,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  made  to  the 
redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes.  It  was  computed  that  there  were  then  about  400  acres 
belonging  to  this  parifh  lying  in  open  fields.  The  redtor  of  St.  John’s  was  entitled 
to  the  tithes  of  about  twelve  acres  of  land  in  this  parifh,  for  which  an  allotment 
was  alfo  made. 

In  the  regifter  of  this  parifh  are  entries  of  the  burial  of  three  nuns  of  Elftow, 
“ dame  Ann  Prefton,  dame  Elizabeth  Fox,  and  dame  Elizabeth  Napier,”  who 
died  in  1 557  and  1558. 

Oppofite  to  St.  Mary’s  church,  wdiere  is  now  a void  fpace,  flood  formerly  a 
church  called  St.  Peter’s  Dunftaple,  which  before  the  year  1400  was  a feparate 
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parilh : it  was  afterwards  annexed  to  St.  Mary’s,  the  fervice  being  performed  at 
each  on  alternate  weeks,  and  the  books  and  ornaments  removed  from  one  church, 
to  the  other.  In  1 545  the  parilhioners  were  permitted  by  Sir  Edward  North,  chan- 
cellor of  the  Augmentations,  to  pull  down  St.  Peter’s  church,  on  condition  of  their 
ufing  fuch  materials  as  were  not  wanted,  for  the  repairs  of  St.  Mary’s  (to  which  they 
had  then  lately  added  a new  aide)  in  mending  the  ftreets,  and  repairing  the  bridge. 

The  old  Independent  meeting-houfe  in  Mill-lane  was  originally  eftablilhed  in 
1650,  under  the  miniftry  of  John  Gifford,  who  had  been  a major  in  king  Charles’s 
army x.  The  celebrated  John  Bunyan  wras  ordained  co-pallor  of  this  congregation 
with  Samuel  Fenn  in  1671,  and  continued  in  that  fituation  till  his  death  in  1688  y. 
His  memory  is  much  revered  by  the  congregation;  and  the  chair  in  which  he  ufed. 
to  fit  is  preserved  as  a kind  of  relick  in  the  veflry.  On  the  wall  of  the  cemetery 
is  a tablet  to  the  memory  of  his  great-grand-daughter,  with  an  epitaph,  which 
dates,  that  he  exercifed  his  miniftry  in  and  about  Bedford  for  thirty-two  years, 
during  which  time  he  differed  twelve  years  imprifonment.  The  prefent  meeting- 
houfe  was  built  in  1707.  The  congregation  are  a mixture  of  baptifts  and  psedo- 
baptifts.  They  have  a baptiftery  for  adults  under  their  communion  table,  in  the 
centre  of  the  meeting,  for  fuch  as  difapprove  of  infant  baptifm.  In  1772,  fome 
members  of  this  congregation  formed  themfelves  into  a feparate  fociety,  and  built 
a new  meeting-houfe,  not  far  from  the  old  one,  in  the  fame  lane.  The  members  of 
the  new  meeting  are  psedo-baptifts. 

The  Moravians,  or  fociety  of  Unitas  fratrum , have  had  an  eftablilhment  at 
Bedford  ever  fince  the  year  1745.  They  have  a neat  chapel  built  in  1751.  Ad- 
joining it  are  houfes  for  the  fingle  brethren  and  fillers,  who  refpedlively  live  in  com- 
munity. In  the  fillers’  houfe  are  nearly  forty  single  women,  who  are  employed 
in  working  tambour.  Behind  the  chapel  is  a cemetery,  in  which  is  a memorial  of 
one  of  their  bilhops.  It  is  kept  extremely  neat,  in  four  compartments : the  tomb- 
ftones  are  all  fiat,  final  1,  and  uniform,  as  in  their  burial-ground  at  Chelfea. 

The  free-fchool  at  Bedford  was  founded  by  Sir  William  Harper,  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, for  the  inftrudion  of  children  of  the  town  in  grammar  and  good  manners. 
The  letters  patent  bear  date  1552,  the  founder’s  deed  1566.  The  fchool-houfe, 
conveyed  by  that  deed  to  the  corporation,  had  been  built  by  Sir  William  Harper 
between  thofe  periods.  It  was  rebuilt  by  the  truftees  in  1767,  when  a ftatue  of  the 
founder  was  placed  in  the  front.  The  warden  and  fellows  of  New  College  in  Ox- 
ford are  vifitors  of  the  fchool,  and  appoint  the  mailer  and  ulher,  or  fecond  mailer. 

* Printed  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  this  meeting,  annexed  to  a Funeral  Sermon. 
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The  mailer’s  lalary,  under  the  lad  adl  for  regulating  the  Bedford  charities,  is  260I. 
with  coals  and  candles ; that  of  the  fecond  mailer  160I.,  with  the  like  perquifites. 
Under  the  fame  adl,  the  writing-mailer  has  a falary  of  Sol.  per  annum.  The  prefent 
head-mailer  is  the  Rev.  John  Hook,  B.  C.  L. ; the  fecond  mailer,  Charles 
Abbot,  D.D. 

Sir  William  Harper,  when  he  founded  the  free-fchool  at  Bedford,  conveyed  to  the 
corporation  thirteen  acres  of  land  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Andrew  Holborn,  for  its  fup- 
port,  and  for  the  marriage  of  poor  maidens  of  this  town  ; the  overplus,  if  any,  to  be 
given  in  alms  to  the  poor.  This  land  having  been  let  on  building  leafes,  Lamb’s 
Conduit-llreet,  Theobald’s-road,  Bedford-flreet,  Bedford-row,  and  fome  lelfer  llreets 
were  built  on  it ; the  rents  were  in  confequence  advanced  to  1 50I.  per  annum  ; and 
when  the  greater  part  of  the  leafes  fell  in,  which  happened  about  the  year  1763, 
they  were  advanced  to  nearly  3000I.  per  annum!  The  trullees  then  applied  to  par- 
liament for  an  acl  to  regulate  the  difpofal  of  this  noble  income,  which  was  accord- 
ingly obtained  : but  fome  of  the  regulations  having  been  produdlive  of  inconvenience 
to  the  town,  a new  adl  was  procured  in  1792  ; at  which  time  other  leafes  having 
nearly  expired,  the  ellates  were  about  to  experience  a further  advance  of  almolt 
ioool.  per  annum.  The  trullees  were  made  a body  corporate  by  the  adl  of  1764. 
By  the  laft  adl  they  are  to  confill  of  the  lord  lieutenant  and  the  two  members  for  the 
county,  the  members  for  the  town,  the  corporation  of  Bedford,  and  eighteen  other 
eledtive  inhabitants.  The  ellates  now  produce  about  58 ool.  per  annum.  A farther 
increafe  is  very  foon  expedled,  and  at  a future  period  they  will  be  capable  of  much 
greater  improvement. 

Under  the  lad.  adl,  three  exhibitions  of  40I.  per  annum  each  are  given  to  fcholars 
from  the  free-fchool,  either  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  during  the  fpace  of  fix  years. 
The  fum  to  be  appropriated  for  marriage-portions  is  fixed  at  8 ool.  per  annum , to  be 
given  by  lot  in  portions  of  20I.  each  to  forty  poor  maidens  of  Bedford,  of  good 
fame  and  reputation,  not  under  fixteen  years  of  age,  and  not  exceeding  fifty.  They 
mud  marry  within  two  months  after  drawing  the  fortunate  lots,  otherwife  they 
forfeit  the  portion.  The  men  to  whom  they  are  to  be  married  mud  not  be  vagrants, 
or  perfons  of  bad  fame  or  reputation.  At  a future  opportunity,  it  is  probable  that 
the  trudees  will  procure  fome  farther  regulations  to  be  made  refpedling  the  huf- 
bands,  fince  the  objedt  of  the  donation,  which  is  intended  to  fettle  a poor  couple 
comfortably  in  life,  is  fo  often  defeated  by  the  maidens  marrying  foldiers 
belonging  to  marching  regiments  quartered  in  Bedford  ; the  ahnod  inevitable  con- 
fequence of  which  is,  that  the  portion  is  no  fooner  received  than  didipated,  and  it 
not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  women  return,  after  a time,  with  orphan  families, 
and,  unable  to  prove  their  hulbands’  fettlements,  become  heavy  burdens  to  the  town. 
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If,  for  want  of  a fufficient  number  of  applications,  there  fhould  be  any  overplus  of  the 
8ocl.  appropriated  annually  for  marriage-portions,  it  is  to  be  given  to  poor-women 
of  good  fame  and  reputation,  who  have  lived  five  fucceffive  years  in  fervice  in  the 
town  of  Bedford,  and  have  been  married  within  the  preceding  year. 

The  act  appropriates  the  fum  of  300I.  per  annum  for  the  fupport  of  twenty-fix 
boys  in  a hofpital  or  fchool  of  induftry,  and  700I.  to  be  laid  out  in  apprentice-fees 
for  fifteen  poor  boys  and  five  girls,  to  be  chofen  by  lot.  Alms-houfes  have  been 
built  alfo,  purfuant  to  the  directions  of  the  aft,  for  ten  poor  men  and  the  fame  num- 
ber of  women.  The  weekly  allowance  to  each  is  3s.,  and  40s.  annually  for 
clothing.  If  a poor  man  and  his  wife  live  together,  they  are  allowed  to  the  amount 
of  5s.  a week.  The  fum  of  100I.  per  annum  was  appropriated  to  be  given  in  fums 
of  5I.  each  to  twenty  poor  girls  at  their  going  out  to  fervice.  The  refidue,  after 
providing  for  the  above-mentioned  purpofes  as  expreffed  in  the  aft,  is  to  be  laid  out 
in  building  and  endowing  more  alms-houfes,  or  building  cottages,  to  be  let  at  low 
rents  to  the  poor. 

If  another  opportunity  fhould  offer,  upon  the  expefted  farther  increafe  of  the 
charity  eflates,  of  making  any  change  in  the  prefent  regulations,  or  any  new  dif- 
pofition  of  the  additional  fund,  the  truflees  would  find  the  plan  of  Mr.  Raine’s 
charities,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  George  in  the  Eafl,  Middlefex,  not  unworthy  their 
notice,  particularly  his  hofpital  for  girls.  Mr.  Raine  gave  two  annual  marriage- 
portions  of  iool.  each,  to  be  drawn  for  by  fix  of  the  mofl  deferving  young  women 
of  the  age  of  twenty-two  or  upwards,  who  had  been  educated  in  his  hofpital.  The 
hufbands  mull  be  of  the  church  of  England,  and  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of  St. 
George  in  the  Eafl,  or  either  of  two  adjoining  parifhes.  ’Iffuch  a regulation  fhould 
be  thought  too  limited,  it  might  perhaps  remedy  the  inconvenience  complained  of  at 
Bedford,  if  the  maidens  portioned  by  Sir  William  Harper’s  charity  were  reftrifted  to 
marrying  inhabitants  of  their  own  town  or  county. 

A charity-fchool  for  twenty  children  of  the  parifhes  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  Cuthbert, 
was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leith  and  others,  before  the  year  1737. 

' Thomas  Chriflie  efq.  built,  in  his  life-time,  an  alms-houfe  for  eight  poor  perfons, 
ito  whom  he  bequeathed  one  {hilling  each  weekly,  payable  out  of  the  great  tithes  of 
St.  Paul’s. 

The  houfe  of  induftry  at  Bedford,  a large  and  handfome  brick-building  to  the 
north  of  the  town,  was  begun  in  the  year  1794,  and  finifhed  in  1796.  It  is  fitted  up 
with  every  ufeful  accommodation  5 and  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  health 
as  well  as  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants.  In  point  of  ceconomical 
contrivance,  perhaps,  it  is  inferior  to  fome  buildings  of  a like  nature.  A manu- 
facture of  flannel  has  been  eftablifhed  in  this  houfe  on  an  extenfive  fcale ; it  is  in  a 
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fiourilhing  Hate ; and  the  good  effects  of  the  inftitution  begin  to  be  felt  in  the 
redudtion  of  the  poors’  rates. 

A general  infirmary  for  the  county  has  been  lately  eredled  in  St.  Mary’s  pariffi. 
The  late  Mr.  Whitbread  bequeathed  4000I.  towards  the  ftru&ure,  (which  was  aided 
by  donations  from  the  nobility  and  principal  gentry  of  the  county,  particularly 
the  duke  of  Bedford,  the  earl  of  Offory,  and  the  prefent  Mr.  Whitbread,)  and 
another  fum  of  4000I.  towards  its  endowment,  which  is  farther  provided  for  by  the 
intereft  of  various  fmaller  donations,  and  by  annual  fubfcriptions.  The  infirmary 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  on  the  13th  of  Auguft  1803  ; it  is  now 
completely  finifhed,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  38  in-patients,  which  is  its  full 
complement. 

Biddenham,  a fmall  village  on  the  Oufe,  about  two  miles  weft  of  Bedford,  is 
in  the  hundred  of  Willey.  The  manor,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  belonged 
to  William  Spec,  anceftor  of  Walter  deEfpec,  founder  of  Warden  Abbey.  It  was 
afterwards  in  the  earls  of  Gloucefter  and  Stafford z ; under  whom,  as  lords  of  the 
fee,  it  feems  to  have  been  held  for  feveral  generations  by  the  St.  Johns,  who  were 
in  poffeflion  of  it  till  i 582  a,  and  perhaps  later.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Hampden,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  nearly  a century.  In  the 
church  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of  Boteler,  who  were  fettled  at 
Biddenham  for  ten  generations b.  Sir  William  Boteler,  of  this  family,  was  Lord 
Mayor  of  London  in  1515.  There  was  a chantry  in  this  church  dedicated  to  St. 
William;  and  the  chantry  of  Biddenham  Bridge,  which  had  a confiderable  endow- 
ment in  lands c,  charged  probably  with  the  repairs  of  the  bridge  which  leads  from 
Bedford  to  the  north  of  Buckinghamfhire,  and  is  now  known  by  the  name  of 
Bromham  Bridge.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of 
Denny,  in  Cambridgefliire,  are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Hampden.  He  is  patron 
alfo  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford. 

Biggleswade,  in  the  hundred  of  that  name,  and  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford, 
is  a confiderable  market  town,  45  miles  from  London,  fituated  on  the  great  road 
to  York,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Ivel.  The  market  is  held  on  Wednefdays,  by 
what  charter  does  not  appear  on  record,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  was  granted  to 
fome  of  the  bifhops  of  Lincoln,  to  which  fee  the  manor  wras  annexed  by  Henry  I. 
in  1 132  k Bifhop  Holbeach  furrendered  it  to  Edwrard  VI.  in  1547.  It  is  now 

2 Efch.  Edw.  III.  and  Rich.  II.  * Collins’s  Peerage — Article  Bolingbroke. 

b Pedigrees  Brit.  Muf.  c Chantry  Roll  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

d Dugdale’s  Moiiafticon,,  Vol.  iii. 
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held  on  leafe  under  the  crown  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Carteret,  in  whofe 
family  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time. 

In  1785,  this  town  fu  Rained  great  damage  by  a fire,  which  confirmed  about  120 
houfes.  The  number  of  houfes  in  the  parilh,  (including  Stratton  and  Holme,) 
according  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  under  the  Population  Ad,  in  1801,  was 
317  ; that  of  the  inhabitants,  1794. 

There  are  five  annual  fairs  at  Bigglefwade ; February  13,  Saturday  in  Eafter 
week,  Trinity  Monday,  AuguR  2,  and  November  8. 

The  parifh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  flrudure.  The  chancel  was  rebuilt 
about  the  year  1467,  by  John  Ruding  archdeacon  of  Bedford,  whofe  arms  are  to 
be  feen  under  the  feats  of  fome  ancient  wooden  flails  in  the  north  aifle.  He  died  in 
1481,  and  lies  buried  in  the  chancel.  A plate  of  his  tomb  (from  which  his 
effigies  in  brafs  has  been  removed)  is  to  be  feen  in  Gough’s  Sepulchral  Monuments. 
The  redory,  to  which  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  is  annexed,  is  the  corps  of  a 
prebend  in  the  church  of  Lincoln. 

The  manor  of  Stratton , a hamlet  in  this  pariffi,  now  the  feat  of  Charles  Barnett 
efq.  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  the  property  of  Ralph  de  Lille.  It  was 
afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  Latimers  f,  Nevils,  and  Enderbys.  * Francis  Pigott 
became  poflefled  of  it  by  marrying  Eleanor,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Enderby 
who  died  in  1509  s.  The  Pigotts  had  been  fettled  at  Stratton  long  before,  and  had 
ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Bucks  fo  early  as  the  year 
1408.  About  the  latter  end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  Stratton  became  the  property 
of  the  Anderfons  of  Ey worth.  Edmund,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Anderfon, 
left  an  only  daughter,  Dorothy,  an  infant,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sir  John  Cotton 
bart.  the  munificent  donor  of  the  valuable  Cottonian  Library,  which  had  been  col- 
lected by  his  grandfather.  This  national  treafure,  we  are  told,  was,  during  the  civil 
wars  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  preferved  at  Stratton,  whither  it  had  been  re- 
moved, for  greater  fecurity , from  Connington,  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Cottons h.  Sir  John 
Cotton,  the  laft  heir  male  of  this  family,  died  in  1752.  Stratton  was  purchafed  of  his 
reprefentatives  in  1764,  by  the  truftees  of  Mr.  Barnett’s  father,  Curtis  Barnett  efq.  who 
died,  in  1746,  at  Fort  St.  David,  on  the  coaffi  of  Coromandel,  being  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefiy’s  ffiips  on  that  Ration.  About  300  rofe-nobles  of  Henry  V.  and  VI. 
were  found  by  a plowman,  in  1 770,  upon  the  fite  of  the  old  manfion.  There  uras  an- 
ciently a chapel  at  Stratton,  mentioned  in  records  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. 1 The 
manor  of  Holme-cum-Langford,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  in  this  parilh,  belongs 

1 Efch.  Edw.  II. — Hen.  VI.  E Cole’s  Efcheats,  and  Bedfordfhire  Pedigrees,  Brit  Muf. 
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to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter.  Lord  Spencer  has  mod  of  the  landed 
property  in  the  hamlet  of  Holme. 

Sir  John  Cotton  bart.  who  died  in  1752,  by  his  will  bearing  date  172 6, 
founded  a charity  fchool  at  Stratton,  for  the  inflrudlion  of  twelve  poor  children  of 
the  parilh  of  Bigglefwade  ; and  having  devifed  the  fum  of  1800I.  to  be  laid  out  in 
lands  for  charitable  purpofes,  directed  that  two-ninths  of  the  rents  Ihould  be  appropri- 
ated as  a falary  for  the  mailer  of  this  fchool,  who  is  to  be  nominated,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Stratton.  The  ellate  purchafed  purfuant  to  the 
donor’s  intention,  was  the  lay  reflory  of  Flitwick  in  this  county.  The  proportion  paid 
out  of  the  prefent  rent,  to  the  mailer  of  this  fchool,  is  14/.  19J.  6d.  Sir  John 
Cotton’s  will  gives  a proportion  of  one-ninth  of  the  faid  rents,  now  7/.  9 s.  9 d.  to  the 
vicar  of  Bigglefwade. 

Edward  Peake  efq.  of  Southill,  in  the  year  1557.  founded  a fchool  at  Holme, 
for  teaching  eight  poor  boys  of  the  parilh  of  Bigglefwade,  Englilh,  writing,  and 
accounts  j and  endowed  it  with  a rent-charge  of  1 $1.  per  annum , and  a houfe  at 
Holme,  valued  at  2/.  3^.  per  annum.  Thefe  fchools  are  at  prefent  under  the 
fame  mailer. 


Bletsoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey,  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  is  a fmall  village 
about  fix  miles  north-well  of  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  Higham  Ferrers.  The 
manor,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  was  part  of  the  large  poffellions  of 
Hugh  de  Beauchamp ; it  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Patlhull.  Mabel 
Patlhull,  lady  of  this  manor,  founded  the  monaltery  of  Grey  Friars  at  Bedford,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  Firft.  In  1327,  John  de  Patefhull  obtained  the  king’s  licence 
for  embattling  his  manfion  at  Bletfoe  k.  In  1 344  he  was  fummoned  to  parliament  as 
a baron.  Sir  Roger  de  Beauchamp,  chamberlain  to  King  Edward  the  Third,  having 
married  his  eldell  daughter,  on  a partition  of  the  eltates  after  the  death  of  a fon 
who  died  without  ilfue,  became  pofl'efled  of  this  manor,  made  it  his  chief  feat,' and 
was  fummoned  to  parliament  in  1373  as  baron  Beauchamp  of  Bletfoe.  Margaret 
his  grand-daughter,  who,  on  failure  of  male  ilfue,  became  his  foie  heir,  married  Sir 
Oliver  St.  John,  a defcendant  of  the  ancient  family  of  St.  John  of  Bafing,  who 
were  already  polfelfed  of  large  ellates  in  Bedfordlhire,  inherited  by  a female  heir, 
from  the  Pavelys  ‘.  Her  fecond  hulband  was  John  Beaufort,  duke  of  Somerfet,  by 
whom  fhe  had  one  daughter,  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Edmund  Tudor,  Earl  of 
Richmond  and  mother  of  king  Henry  VII.  This  illultrious  lady,  who  was  foundrefs 
of  St.  John’s  and  Chrift’s  Colleges  in  Cambridge,  is  faid  to  have  been  born  at 
Bletfoe.  That  her  mother,  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet,  refided  there  in  great  Hate, 
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may  be  colle&ed  from  the  epitaph  of  Ralph  Lannoy,  formerly  in  Bletfoe  church.  He 
died  in  1458,  and  is  ftyled  cofferer  and  keeper  of  the  wardrobe  to  the  moft  noble 
Margaret  duchefs  of  Somerfet,  then  married  to  a third  hufband,  Leo  Lord  Welles. 
Sir  Oliver  St.  John’s  defcendant  of  the  fame  name,  was,  in  155 9,  created  Lord  St. 
John  of  Bletfoe.  Oliver,  the  fourth  baron,  was,  in  1624,  advanced  to  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Bolingbroke.  The  earldom  became  extindt  in  1711.  The  barony 
devolved  to  the  pofterity  of  Sir  Rowland  St.  John,  a younger  fon  of  Oliver 
Lord  St.  John,  the  third  baron ; and  is  now  enjoyed  by  his  immediate  defcendant, 
Henry  Beauchamp,  Lord  St.  John,  to  whom  the  manor  of  Bletfoe  ftill  belongs. 
The  greater  part  of  the  manfion  has  been  long  ago  pulled  down  ; what  remains  is 
converted  into  a farm  houfe.  It  appears  to  have  formed  one  fide  of  a large 
quadrangular  building,  of  the  flyle  of  archite&ure  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part 
of  the  feventeenth  century.  Vefliges  of  the  ancient  caflellated  manfion  are  plainly 
difcernible  near  the  houfe. 

In  the  north  aifle  of  the  parifh  chupch,  which  is  the  burial-place  of  the  noble 
family  of  St.  John,  there  is  a monument,  with  the  effigies  of  a knight  in  armour,  and 
his  lady  ; intended  for  Sir  John  St.  John,  father  of  Oliver,  the  firfl  Lord  St.  John, 
whom  he  lived  to  fee  created  a peer.  The  word  matertera  in  the  epitaph  mufl  be 
underftood  to  mean  great  aunt ; the  infcription  cannot  apply  to  the  father  of  this 
Sir  John,  who  was,  properly  fpeaking,  the  nephew  of  Margaret  countefs  of 
Richmond:  fince  we  find  by  the  probate  of  his  will,  that  he  died  in  1525.  It 
appears  by  the  following  infcription,  that  the  countefs  of  Richmond  brought  him  up 
with  her  grandfon  King  Henry  VIII.  j who  made  him  guardian  of  his  daughters,  the 
princefies  Mary  and  Elizabeth  j and  that  he  died  in  the  office  of  chamberlain  to  the 
latter,  when  queen* 

“ Infans,  vir,  fenior,  Temper  clariflimus  Heros : 

Principibus  puerum  primis  eduxit  ab  annis 
Richmundae  Comitifla,  fui  matertera  alumni, 

Inde  vir  effe&us,  Regis  pervenit  ad  aulam 
Henrici  Odtavi,  geminas  hoc  tempore  natas 
Rex  habuit  quibus  ambabus  le&ifiimus  heros 
Huic  datus  eft  cuftos,  datus  eft  camerarius  illi. 

O quoties  illius  opem  bello  Anglia  fenfit ; 

Nunc  vefana  fremit  Lincolnia,  nunc  fremit  ingens 
Gallia  bis  hujus  nota  virtute  fubadta  \ 

Mota  fub  Edwardo  pendit  Norfolcia  fexto, 

Mittitur  hue  inter  proceres  ; quos  inter  Sc  omnes 
Vel  fuit  hie  primus,  vel  nulli  Marte  fecundus. 

Demque  jam  Scnis  faturatus  honoribus  annis, 

Reginse  eleftus  camerarius  Elizabetb.se, 

Occidit  & prolem  fimilem  virtute  reliquit.” 
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In  the  fame  aifle  is  the  monument  of  Frances,  countefs  of  Bolingbrolce  (daughter 
of  William  Duke  of  Newcaftle).  The  patronage  of  the  redtory  is  veiled  in  Lord 
St.  John. 

Blunham,  a fmall  village  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree,  and  deanery  of 
Shefford,  about  eight  miles  nearly  eaft  of  Bedford,  had  formerly  a market  on 
Wednefdays,  and  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St.  James,  granted,  in  1315,  to  John 
Lord  Haftings  m.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Valences,  earls  of  Pembroke, 
from  whom  it  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  noble  families  of  Haftings  and  Grey; 
and  is  now  the  property  of  their  reprefentative,  the  Right  Honourable  Lady 
Lucas. 

Charles  Grey,  earl  of  Kent,  refided  at  the  manor-houfe  of  Blunham,  (now  a 
farm,)  and  died  there  in  1625,  as  appears  by  his  epitaph  in  Flitton  church.  In  the 
parilh  church  at  Blunham,  is  the  monument  of  Lady  Sufan  Longueville,  his 
daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  the  barony  of  Grey  of  Ruthin  into  the  family  of 
Longueville,  afterwards  earls  of  Suftex.  There  are  fome  memorials  alfo  of  the 
Longuevilles,  and  of  the  family  of  Bromfall ; one  of  whom  ferved  the  office  of 
fheriff  of  the  county  in  1650,  and  was  inftrumental  in  preferving  the  Cottonian 
library,  then  depofited  at  Stratton,  during  the  civil  war.  The  rectory  of  Blunham 
is  in  the  patronage  of  Lady  Lucas. 

The  manor  of  Mogerhanger , a hamlet  in  this  parilh, was  anciently  in  the  Trompetons 
or  Trompingtons n.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  noble  family  of  Ferrars  of  Groby 0 ; and 
is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Godfrey  Thornton  efq.  who  has  alfo  the  manors  of 
Chalton  and  South  Mills,  in  this  parilh  ; all  of  which  he  inherited  from  his  uncle 
the  late  Richard  Aftell  efq.  of  Everton.  Mrs.  Campbell,  reli£t  of  the  late  Colonel 
Campbell,  deputy-governor  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  has  a feat  in  this  parilh,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Bromfalls,  who,  it  is  fuppofed,  were  pofiefled  of  the  eftates 
which  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Thornton. 

The  parilh  of  Blunham  has  been  inclofed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  palled  in 
1796,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  ex- 
cepting thofe  of  Mogerhanger,  which  were  allotted  to  Mr.  Thornton,  and  a com 
rent  affigned  in  lieu  of  them  to  the  reiftor. 

Bolnhurst,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden,  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  is  about  eight 
miles  north-eaft  of  Bedford.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  family  of  St.  John,  as 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  and  continued  their  property  fo  lately  as  the  1 7th 
century.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Fleetwoods  and  Churchills  ; of  the  latter  of 
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whom  it  was  purchafed  about  the  year  1780  by  the  prefent  proprietors,  Jacob 
Turner,  John  Caldecot,  and  Samuel  Wyatt.  The  manor  of  Maverns  and  Glin- 
tells  (in  this  pariffi,  and  Great  Barford),  now  the  property  of  John  Franklin  efq. 
has  been'  in  his  family  for  more  than  two  centuries.  George  Franklin  efq.  of 
Maverns,  was  fheriff  of  the  county  in  1600.  Maverns  has  long  ceafed  to  be 
the  family-feat ; they  refided  afterwards  at  Great  Barford,  and  are  now  removed 
out  of  the  county.  In  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  John  Franklin, 
one  of  the  mafters  in  chancery,  who  died  in  1707,  and  feveral  other  memorials  of 
the  family.  The  advowfon  of  the  rectory  was  formerly  veiled  in  Thorney  abbey, 
to  which  two-thirds  of  the  great  tithes,  now  in  lay  hands,  were  appropriated.  The 
reftorhas  the  remaining  third  of  fo  much  of  the  parilh  as  was  comprifed  in  the  in- 
clofure,  which  took  place  by  aft  of  parliament  in  1778  p.  The  advowfon  is  now 
veiled  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dolling  the  prefent  incumbent. 

Bromham,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  is  a fmall  village 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Oufe  about  three  miles  from  Bedford,  near  the  road 
to  Newport  Pagnell.  The  manor  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  part  of 
the  large  property  of  Hugh  de  Beauchamp,  and  upon  the  extinftion  of  the  male 
line  of  his  family,  became  divided  into  feveralties,  which  paffed  through  the  families 
ofMunchenfi,  Tyes,  Moubray,  Boteler,  Wake,  Latimer,  and  Nevil q.  It  appears  to 
have  been  again  united  in  the  16th  century.  Sir  John  Dyve,  who  died  in  1607, 
inherited  it  by  female  defcent  from  the  family  of  Wylde.  His  fon,  Sir  Lewis  Dyve, 
was  a diflinguifhed  officer  on  the  king’s  fide,  during  the  civil  war.  It  was  purchafed 
of  the  Dyves  about  the  year  1707  by  Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  who,  in  1711,  was 
created  a peer  by  the  title  of  Baron  Trevor  of  Bromham  ; and  it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  his  defcendant,  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Hampden  Trevor,  Vifcount 
Hampden. 

The  manor-houfe,  although  fmall  and  inconvenient,  and  from  its  fituation  near  the 
Oufe  liable  to  frequent  floods,  was  for  many  years  a country-feat  of  the  noble  family  of 
Trevor.  The  late  Vifcount  Hampden  frequently  refided  there.  The  pointed  door-way 
at  the  entrance  appears  to  have  belonged  to  a much  more  ancient  manfion.  In  the  hall 
are  feveral  family  portraits,  among  which  are  thofe  of  Sir  Richard  Trevor,  a diftinguifh- 
ed  naval  and  military  officer,  knighted  in  the  field  by  Queen  Elizabeth  ; Sir  Richard 
Trevor  of  Placetage,  a fine  pifture  in  the  ftyle  of  Cornelius  Janfen;  Sir  John  Trevor  of 
Trevallyn ; Sir  Thomas  Trevor,  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer  ; and  Thomas,  the 

p Allotments  of  land  were  afilgned  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  reftor  for  fuch  parts  as  were 
then  inclofed. 
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firft  Lord  Trevor.  There  is  a portrait  alfo  of  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Dyer,  and  a few 
others. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church  is  a very  handfome  monument  of  the  firft 
Lord  Trevor,  an  eminent  lawyer,  who  had  been  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  common 
pleas,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1730,  was  Lord  Privy-Seal  and  Prefident  of 
the  Council.  There  is  a handfome  monument  alfo  of  John,  the  third  Lord  Trevor, 
who  died  in  1764,  by  Prince  Hoare.  On  the  chancel  floor  are  the  figures,  in  brafs, 
of  Sir  John  Dyve,  his  mother,  who  was  heirefs  of  Thomas  Wylde,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Bromham,  and  his  wife  Ifabel,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Ralph  Haftings. 
In  the  north  aifle  is  a handfome  monument,  with  the  effigies  of  a man  in  armour, 
lying  under  a canopy  fupported  by  Ionic  columns,  which,  from  the  arms,  appears 
to  be  that  of  John  Dyve  efq.  who  married  a Walcot.  The  rectory  of  Bromham 
belonged  to  the  monaftery  of  Caldwell  near  Bedford,  and  was  granted  by  King  Ed- 
ward VI.  to  Eton  college,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage r. 

Caddington,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  lies  about 
two  miles  from  Luton.  The  church,  with  about  a fifth  of  the  parifh,  is  in  Bedford- 
fhire  ; the  remainder  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Herts.  The  manor  of  Caddington 
Bury  has  been  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul  ever  fince  the  latter  end  of  the  eleventh 
century.  In  Edward  the  Confeflor’s  time  it  was  held  under  the  crown  \ The 
dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  have  alfo  the  impropriation  of  the  great  tithes,  and 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  Two  prebendal  eftates  in  the  fame  church,  known  by 
the  names  of  Caddington  Major,  and  Caddington  Minor,  are  in  this  parifh.  William 
Beckford  efq.  who  is  leflee  of  the  redory  under  the  church  of  St.  Paul, 
has  an  eftate  in  this  parifh  called  the  manor  of  Zouches,  which  was  anciently  in 
the  families  of  Cantelupe  and  Zouch,  and  feems  to  have  palled  through  the  fame 
hands  as  the  manor  of  Eaton-Bray. 

On  the  Hertfordfhire  fide  of  the  parifh  is  Market  Cell , the  fite  of  a nunnery  of 
the  Benedidine  order,  founded  by  Geoffrey  abbot  of  St.  Alban’s,  about  the  year 
1145  h We  are  told,  that  Humphrey,  a natural  fon  of  Lord  Berners,  beftowed 
much  coft  and  art  in  building  a houfe  on  this  fite,  but  did  not  live  to  finifh  it u. 
It  was  after  this,  in  1548,  granted  to  George  Ferrers  w,  whofe  defcendant  Sir  John 
Ferrers  died  feifed  of  it  in  1640*.  After  this  it  was  for  a confiderable  time  the 
feat  of  the  family  of  Coppin,  of  whom  there  are  fome  memorials  in  the  parifh 
- church  of  Caddington.  The  fite  of  this  monaftery,  together  with  the  manor  of 
Markyate,  are  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Jofeph  Howell  efq.  The  manor  of 

r Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  ‘ Dugdaie’s  Monaft.  Vol.  iii.  ' Tanner. 
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Humberfhoe,  partly  in  Bedfordlbire  and  partly  in  Herts,  lying  within  the  parilhes  of 
Caddington  and  Studham,  was  alfo in  the  families  of  Ferrers7  and  Coppin,and  was 
fold  a few  years  ago  by  J.  Pitman  Coppin  efq.  to  John  Lambert  efq.  of  whom  it  was 
purchafed  in  1802,  by  Mr.  William  Shone. 

Market-Jlreety  on  the  road  from  London  to  Dunftaple,  is  in  the  parilhes  of  Cad- 
dington and  Studham.  In  the  former  parilh,  and  in  the  county  of  Herts,  is  a chapel 
of  eafe,  founded  by  John  Coppin  efq.  which  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  the 
year  1741,  was  made  a perpetual  cure  and  benefice.  The  parilh  of  Cad- 
dington has  been  inclofed  by  a late  ad  of  parliament:  an  allotment  of 

land  was  affigned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  of 
ao  acres  to  the  vicar,  exclufive  of  his  glebe,  together  with  a corn-rent  equivalent  to 
his  farther  intereft.  The  vicar  was  entitled  to  the  tithes  of  hay  and  wood.  The 
parilh  was  eltimated  to  contain  2000  acres. 

Campton,  anciently  called  Camelton,  is  a fmall  village  in  the  hundred  of 
Clifton,  about  a mile  from  Sheffora.  The  manor  of  Camelton-cum-Shefford  was* 
at  a remote  period,  in  the  noble  family  of  Lille2.  Sir  John  de  Lille,  who  died 
feifed  of  it  in  1356,  was  one  of  the  original  knights  companions  of  the  garter. 
Thefe  Lilies  appear  to  have  been  a diftind  family  from  the  Lilies  of  Kingfton 
Lille  in  Berklhire a,  whofe  heirefs  married  into  the  noble  family  of  Berkeley.  It  is 
probable,  that  on  fome  attainder  or  failure  of  ilfue,  their  eltates  fell  to  the  crown. 
The  manor  of  Camelton-cum-Shefford  became  annexed  to  the  honour  of  Ampt- 
hill ; and  as  parcel  of  that  honour  was  for  many  years  on  leafe  to  the  Bruces  earls 
of  Elgin  and  Aylefbury  ; the  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford*  whofe 
anceltor  purchafed  it  of  the  earl  of  Aylefbury  in  1738., 

The  fite  of  the  manor  of  Campton  was  granted  in  1 548  to  Sir  Thomas  Palmer b. 
The  capital  manfion  on  it  became  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Ventris  family. 
Sir  Charles  Ventris,  in  the  year  1645,  very  narrowly  efcaped  affaffination  at  this 
houfe.  The  circumllance  is  recorded  in,  the  following  infcription,  Hill  preferved 
on  a pannel,  which  having  received  the  contents  of  a mulket-lhot  has  never  been 
repaired. 

“ In  the  year  1645,  Sir  Charles  Ventris  knight  banneret,  created  by  king  Charles 
for  his  bravery  in  the  civil  wars, /was  (in  the  night  time)  by  Oliver’s  party,  fhot  at, 
as  he  was  walking  in  this  room,  but  happily  miffed  him.”  This  houfe  and  the 
eftate  belonging  to  it  were  purchafed  of  Sir  Charles  Ventris  Field  knight,  reprefent- 
ative  of  the  Ventris  family,  by  Sir  George  Oiborn  bart.  of  Chickfand.  The  houfe 
is  now  occupied  as  a fchool. 

» , -x 
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In  the  parilh  church  is  a Columbarium  for  the  Ofborn  family  ; and  in  the  aifle, 
above,  are  the  monuments  of  Sir  John  and  Sir  Peter  Ofborn  (fucceffively  lord 
treafurers  remembrancers)  put  up  in  1653,  by  Henry  Ofborn,  younger  fon  of  Sir 
Peter,  afterwards  Sir  Henry  Ofborn  knt.  and  one  of  the  commiflioners  of  the  navy. 
The  redlory  of  Campton-cum-Shefford  is  in  the  patronage  of  Sir  George  Ofborn 
bart.  The  parifh  has  beeninclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1797,  when 
an  allotment  of  land,  not  exceeding  100  acres,  was  given  to  the  rettor  in  part  of 
compenfation  for  his  interefl  in  the  tithes,  and  a corn-rent  charged  on  lands  belong- 
ing to  Sir  George  Ofborn  for  the  remainder. 

Shefford , a pofl-town  10  miles  from  Bedford  on  the  road  to  London,  is  a cha- 
pelry  within  this  parifh,  and  gives  name  to  the  deanery,  in  which  it  is  fituated. 
It  lies  between  two  brooks,  which  unite  their  dreams  not  far  from  the  town, 
and  fall  into  the  Ivel.  Till  of  late  years  Shefford  had  a market  on  Fridays.  It  has 
ftill  four  fairs,  held  on  the  23d  of  January,  Eader  Monday,  the  19th  of  May,  and 
the  1 oth  of  O&ober ; the  two  firfl  are  confiderable  marts  for  fheep  and  cows  j the 
lad,  which  is  now  a holiday-fair,  was  granted  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  to  Robert 
de  Lille,  and  originally  laded  for  fix  days.  The  number  of  houfes  in  the  town, 
according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  in  1801,  under  the  Population  Ad,  was 
90,  of  inhabitants  474.  The  chapel  is  a fmall  mean  building:  it  may  be  confidered, 
perhaps,  as  fome  excufe  for  its  prefent  date,  that  the  inhabitants  are  not  only  bound 
to  repair  their  chapel,  but  to  contribute  alfo  to  the  repairs  of  the  mother  church. 
They  have  didind  officers  and  maintain  their  own  poor.  The  Roman  Catholics 
have  a chapel  in  the  town,  endowed  with  an  annual  dipend  left  in  trud  for  that 
purpofe  ; Sir  John  Throckmorton  being  the  prefent  trudee.  Robert  Lucas,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  bequeathed  fome  houfes  and  lands  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  in  repair  the  bridges,  roads,  and  caufeways,  in  the  town  of  Shefford  ; the 
remainder  to  be  given  to  the  poor. 

Cardingtgn,  a very  neat  village,  about  2§  miles  fouth-ead  of  Bedford,  is  in 
the  hundred  of  Wixamtree.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  Beauchamps,  and  was 
parcel  of  their  barony  of  Bedford.  After  the  death  of  the  lad  heir  male  of  that 
family  it  became  divided,  and  feems  to  have  formed  feparate  manors,  which  paffed 
to  the  families  of  Munchenfi,  Wake,  Pigott,  Botetort,  Latimer,  and  Nevilc. 
James  Gafcoigne,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Chief  Judice  by  his  fecond  wife,  fettled  at 
Cardington  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  became  poffeffed  of  a manor,  which 
feems  to  have  been  the  principal  manor,  by  marrying  the  heirefs  of  Pigott  j his  grand- 
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fon,  Sir  William,  who  twice  ferved  the  office  of  Iheriff  of  the  counties  of  Bedford 
and  Buckingham,  was  comptroller  of  the  houfehold  to  Cardinal  Wolfey.  On  each 
fide  of  the  altar  in  Cardington  church  is  a monument  with  an  open  arch,  in  the 
Gothic  ftyle,  but  of  no  very  ancient  date.  That  on  the  fouth  fide  is  in  memory  of 
one  of  the  Gafcoignes,  perhaps  Sir  William  Gafcoigne,  grandfather  of  John  Gaf- 
coigne,  the  laft  heir  male  of  the  family  : the  other  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Gerrard 
Hervey,  of  the  Thurleigh  family,  who  died  in  1638.  This  Sir  Gerrard,  who  was 
knighted  by  the  Earl  of  Effex  for  his  bravery  at  the  fiege  of  Cadiz,  he  being  the  firft 
man  who  entered  the  town d,  poffeffed  a temporary  intereft  in  the  manor  of  Carding- 
ton,  of  which  in  his  epitaph  he  is  called  Lord,  by  marrying  one  of  the  co-heireffes  of 
John  Gafcoigne.  The  manor  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Sir  George  Blun- 
dell, who  married  the  other  co-heirefs.  George  Blundell  efq.  of  Cardington  manor, 
ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  in  1731.  The  manor  was  purchafed  of  his  reprefenta- 
tives  by  the  late  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon  Samuel  Whitbread 
efq.  M.  P.  who  has  the  manor  alfo  of  Cardington-Cotton-end,  which,  it  is  probable, 
belonged  anciently  to  fome  of  the  co-heirs  of  the  Beauchamps : in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  in  the  families  of  Tamworth  and  Colby.  The  late  Mr. 
Whitbread  purchafed  it  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bedford,  who  inherited  under  the  will  of 
his  ‘grandfather’s  widow. 

The  manor  of  Fenlake  of  Fenlake-Barns  is  alfo  the  property  of  Mr.  Whitbread, 
who  occafionally  refides  at  the  manor-houfe  called  the  Barns. 

In  the  parifli  church  of  Cardington,  is  a tablet  in  memory  of  the  celebrated 
John  Howard,  who  fell  a vi&im  to  his  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  philanthropy,  being 
feized  with  the  plague  at  Cherfon  in  Tartary,  where  he  died  January  21,  1794.  He 
refided  for  fome  years  at  Cardington,  in  a houfe  near  the  church-yard,  and  in  1773 
ferved  the  office  of  ffieriff  for  the  county.  The  late  Samuel  Whitbread  efq. 
whofe  name  Hands  high  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  have  been  diftinguiffied  for  works 
of  benevolence  and  public  utility,  has  a very  fplendid  monument  to  his  memory  in 
Cardington  church.  It  was  put  up  in  1799,  being  the  laft  work  of  the  deceafed 
ftatuary  Bacon,  and  efteemed  one  of  his  beft.  The  principal  figure  reprefents 
Mr.  Whitbread  as  a dying  man,  fupported  by  religion,  who  points  to 
the  glories  of  heaven : benevolence  is  weeping  at  his  feet.  There  afe  fome 
other  monuments  of  the  Whitbread  family,  who  firft  fettled  at  Cardington  in 
1650,  and  memorials  of  the  Blundells  of  whom  the  late  Mr.  Whitbread  purchafed 
the  manor. 

The  great  tithes  of  Cardington  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham, 
and  are  now  veiled  in  the  mailer  and  fcholars  of  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge, 

6 Bedfordfhive  Pedigrees,  Brit.  Muf. 
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under  whom  Mr.  Whitbread  is  leffee.  The  college  prefents  to  the  vicarage,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment paffed  in  1802:  the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes.  The  parifh  was 
then  computed  to  contain  3000  acres. 

Carlton,  a village  on  the  borders  of  Buckinghamfhire,  about  a mile  from 
Harold,  is  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham.  The  manor  be- 
longed at  an  early  period  to  the  family  of  Pabenham  % who  had  large  poffeffions 
in  this  county.  In  the  year  1313,  John  de  Pabenham  had  a licence  to  impark  his 
woods  in  this  parifh  and  Harold,  being  within  the  King’s  forefl f.  The  manor  was 
afterwards  in  the  family  of  Vaux.  On  the  attainder  of  William  Lord  Vaux,  it  was 
granted  by  King  Edward  IV.  to  Ralph  Haftings g,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  married 
Sir  John  Dyve.  It  has  been  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  family  of  Alflon, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Alflon  efq. 

The  following  epitaph  in  the  parifh  church,  records  a very  remarkable  inflance 
of  long  incumbency.  “ To  the  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wills,  who  lived  parfon 
of  Carlton  and  Chellington  about  threefcore  and  ten  years.  He  died  the  fecond 
of  Augufl  1642,  aged  above  an  hundred.”  The  redlories  of  Carlton  and  Chilling- 
ton,  which  were  confolidated  by  ad  of  parliament  in  1769,  are  in  the  patronage 
of  Lord  Hampden. 

Chalgrave,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead  and  deanery  of  Dunflaple,  is  a village 
about  a mile  from  Toddington.  A manor  in  Chalgrave  was  held  under  the  Beau- 
champs,-in  the  1 2th  century,  by  the  family  of  Loring  \ Sir  Nigel  or  Neale  Loring, 
who  was  knighted  by  King  Edward  III.  for  his  bravery  in  a fea-fight  at  Sluys  in  1 340, 
who  attended  that  monarch  in  his  glorious  campaign  in  France,  in  the  year  1359, 
and  was  one  of  the  knights  companions  of  the  garter  at  the  original  inflitution  of 
that  order*,  retired  to  fpend  his  latter  days  at  Chalgrave,  where,  in  1365,  he  had 
the  royal  licence  to  inclofe  a park  k*  This  Sir  Neale  Loring  was  founder  of  a 
chantry  in  Chalgrave  church.  Two  ancient  altar  tombs  (one  on  each  fide  the 
nave),  with  effigies  in  flone  of  knights  in  armour  with  mail  gorgets,  have  been 
luppofed  to  belong  to  fome  of  this  family ; but  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  none  of 
the  fhields,  of  which  there  are  feveral  on  the  tombs,  exhibit  the  arms  of  Loring. 
This  manor  was  afterwards  in  the  Broughtons,  and  paffed  by  heirs  female  to  the 
Cheneys  and  Wentworths.  It  is  now  veiled  in  the  trullees  of  their  reprefentative, 
the  late  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Conolly  '. 

c Efch.  H.  III.— Edw.  III.  f Pat.  6 Edw.  II.  « Pat.  4 Edw.  II.  _»  Chron.  Dunft. 

1 Aflimole’s  dnftitution  of  the  Garter.  k Cart.  39  Sc  40  Ed.  III. 

1 See  the  defeent  more  particularly  deferibed  in  Toddington. 

The 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


6 7 


The  mercers’  company  have  alfo  a manor  in  this  parifh,  and  Richard  Gilpin 
efq.  of  Hockliffe  has  the  manor  of  Wingfield  (a  hamlet  of  Chalgrave),  which  has 
been  a eonfiderable  time  in  his  family. 

The  church  was  appropriated,  in  the  1 2th  century,  to  the  priory  of  Dunflaple, 
by  Rofe  Loring,  with  confent  of  Simon  de  Beauchamp,  the  lord  paramount  m. 
The  rectory  now  belongs  to  Trinity-Hall  in  Cambridge.  Mr.  Gilpin  is  patron  of 
the  vicarage.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in 
1797,  when  allotments  of  land  were  given  in  lieu  of  the  reftoriai  and  vicarial 
tithes.  The  number  of  acres  in  the  parifh  was  then  eflimated  to  be  about 
1780. 

Tebworth , a eonfiderable  hamlet  in  this  parilh,  had  formerly  a chapel  endowed 
with  36  acres  of  land.  The  inhabitants  in  1277  endeavoured,  but  without  fuccefs, 
to  oblige  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dunflaple,  in  whom  the  reftory  and  advowfon 
of  Chalgrave  were  then  veiled,  and  who  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  lands  which 
formed  the  endowment,  to  provide  a chaplain  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  in  Teb- 
worth chapel n.  There  have  been  no  remains  of  this  chapel  within  the  memory 
of  man. 

Chicksand,  an  extraparochial  place  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  about  a mile 
from  Shefford,  was  the  fite  of  a priory,  founded  about  the  year  1 1 50,  by  Pain  de 
Beauchamp  and  Roefe  his  wife,  relift  of  Geffrey  de  Mandeville,  founder  of 
Walden  Abbey,  for  nuns  and  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Gilbert  of  Sempringham  °. 
So  anxious  was  this  good  lady  to  promote  the  interefls  of  her  favourite  convent, 
that  when  her  l'on  Geffrey  de  Mandeville,  Earl  of  Effex,  whofe  patronage  and  bene- 
faftions  fhe  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to  induce  him  to  transfer  from  his  father’s 
monaflery  of  Walden  to  Chickfand,  died  at  Chefler,  fhe  being  then  refiding  at 
this  convent  with  her  nuns,  fent  an  armed  troop  to  intercept  his  corpfe  on  its  way 
to  Walden  for  interment,  and  forcibly  convey  it  to  be  buried  at  Chickfand,  to 
which  monaflery  fhe  hoped  his  kindred  would  by  that  means  be  induced  to  become 
benefaftors ; but  her  intention  being  made  knov/n  to  the  knights,  who  were  to 
attend  the  body,  they  provided  themfelves  with  a fufficient  guard,  and  with  their 
fwords  drawn,  conveyed  it  fafe  to  Walden  p.  Simon  de  Beauchamp,  fon  of  Pain, 
gave  the  church  of  Chickfand  to  the  nuns  there,  and  John  Blondel,  in  1317,  the 
manor q.  The  priory  was  diffolved  in  1538,  when  its  clear  yearly  value  was 
eflimated  at  212I.  3s.  5§d. r.  The  fite  was  granted  in  1539  to  R.  Snow,  of 
whofe  family  it  was  purchafcd,  about  the  year  1600  s,  by  Sir  John  Ofborn 

m Chron.  Dunft.  n Ibid.  ° Tanner.  p Dugdale's  Baronage.  * Tanner.  r Ibid. 

5 From  the  information  of  Sir  George  Ofborn. 
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knt.  Lord  Treafurer’s  Remembrancer,  whofe  grandfon  of  the  fame  name  was  created 
a baronet  in  1660. 

Chickfand  priory  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  General  Sir  George  Ofborn 
bart.  It  retains  much  of  the  monadic  appearance,  and  exhibits  confiderable  re- 
mains of  the  conventual  buildings.  The  fouth  and  ead  fronts  were  either 
rebuilt  or  altered  about  the  middle  of  the  lad  century  by  Ware  the 
architect.  Two  Tides  of  the  cloiders  are  nearly  entire.  Sir  George  Ofborn 
has  fitted  up  the  windows  with  ancient  dained  glafs,  and  has  depofited,  in 
the  cloiders,  various  antiquities,  which  have  no  immediate  connexion  with  the 
place,  excepting  two  ancient  tombs,  dug  up  near  the  priory.  In  one  of  the  walls  is 
placed  the  tomb  of  an  abbot  of  Pipweil,  brought  from  the  fite  of  that  monadery 
in  Northamptonfhire.  A part  of  the  building,  now  ufed  as  a chapel,  and  fome 
adjoining  offices,  have  done  roofs,  vaulted  and  groined.  The  quadrangle  within 
the  cloiders  is  64  feet  by  51  feet  6 inches. 

Chickfand-houfe  contains  fome  valuable  portraits,  particularly  of  the  Ofborn 
family : the  mod  remarkable  of  which  are  thofe  of  Peter  Ofborn,  Privy  Purfe  to 
Edward  VI.  and  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  ecclefiadical  affairs  in  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; Sir  Peter  Ofborn,  governor  of  Jerfey ; Francis  Ofborn,  a 
younger  fon  of  Sir  John  Ofborn  knt.  an  ingenious  and  entertaining  writer,  author 
of  Advice  to  a Son,  and  Effays  on  King  James  and  King  Charles ; Col.  Henry 
Ofborn,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Nafeby  ; and  Henry  Ofborn,  a didinguifhed  naval 
officer,  who  died  in  1771,  vice-admiral  of  Great  Britain.  Among  the  portraits, 
not  conne&ed  with  the  family  are,  Sir  *Philip  Warwick  and  his  lady ; a fine  whole 
length  of  Edward  VI.  by  Holbein  ; and  a very  valuable  portrait  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, by  Sir  Peter  Lely.  It  is  a fine  picture,  and  exhibits  the  drong  features  of  his 
countenance,  with  all  the  roughneffes  and  warts,  which,  we  are  told,  he  charged 
the  artid  by  no  means  to  omit '.  It  was  taken  after  he  was  Protestor,  and  is  faid 
to  have  been  a prefent  to  Sir  John  Danvers,  one  of  the  Judges  of  King  Charles  I., 
whofe  daughter  married  Sir  John  Ofborn  the  fird  baronet. 

Sir  George  Ofborn  has  built  a bed-chamber  in  imitation  of  the  chapter-houfe  at 
Peterborough.  In  this  room  is  a date-bed  which  belonged  to  King  James  I.  as  appears 
from  the  initials  I.  A.  with  the  crown.  The  traditionary  account  of  it  is,  that  it 
was  the  bed  on  which  the  Pretender  was  born,  and  that,  upon  that  occafion,  it 
became  a perquifite  of  the  chamberlain,  by  whom  it  was  given  to  the  Ofborn  family. 

Chillington,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  is  a fmall 
village  fcarcely  a mile  from  Harold.  The  manor  was  anciently  parcel  of  the  barony 

*■  See  Walpole’s  Anecdotes  of  Painting,  Vol.iii.  p.  17. 
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of  Trally ; and,  for  a great  length  of  time,  had  the  fame  proprietors  as  Carlton. 
On  the  attainder  of  Lord  Vaux,  both  thefe  manors  were  granted  to  Ralph  Haftings. 
The  manor  of  Chillington  has  been  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  noble  family  of 
Trevor,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Vifcount  Hampden.  The  church  is 
fituated  at  a diftance  from  the  village,  on  a hill  which  commands  a fine  view  of 
Odell  caitle,  Harold,  and  the  river  Oufe.  The  redtories  of  Carlton  and  Chillington 
were  confolidated  in  1769.  Lord  Hampden  is  patron. 

Clapham,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden,  gives  name  to  the  deanery"  in  which  it  is 
fituated.  It  is  a fmail  village,  two  miles  from  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  Higham- 
Ferrers.  The  manor  belonged  fucceflively  to  the  families  of  Spigurnell,  Vaux,  and 
Fitzjeffry  v{  In  1648  the  manor-houfe,  being  then  a feat  of  Sir  Philip  Warwick, 
was  for  feveral  months  the  prifon  of  the  learned  and  pious  Dr.  Hammond  w.  This 
manor  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Afhburnham,  whofe  great  uncle,  William 
Lord  Afhburnham,  became  poffeffed  of  it  by  marriage  with  the  daughter  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Taylor  efq. x The  manor-houfe  has  been  improperly  defcribed  as  a 
feat  of  the  Earl  of  Alhburnham  ; it  has  been  for  many  years  a farm-houfe.  Lord 
Alhburnham  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  and  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes  which 
belonged  to  the  priory  of  Caldwell.  Clapham  was  formerly  a chapelry  of  Oakly  ; 
and  it  is  Angular,  that  although  it  has  long  been  a diftindt  parifh,  the  inhabitants  ftill 
bury  their  dead  there. 

Clifton,  about  one  mile  and  a half  eafl  of  Shefford,  gives  name  to  the  hundred 
in  which  it  Hands.  The  manor,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Michael  Fifher  in  1549,  without 
furviving  male  iffue,  came  to  the  St.  Johns,  by  marriage  with  his  daughter 
and  heir  y.  It  is  now,  by  a late  purchafe,  the  property  of  Simpfon  Anderfon  efq. 
In  the  north  aifle  of  the  parifh  church  is  an  altar-tomb,  in  memory  of  Sir  Michael 
Fifher : the  fides  are  richly  ornamented  with  tabernacle  work.  Near  it  is  the 
tomb  of  his  fon,  who  died  without  iffue  in  his  father’s  life-time.  Mrs.  Olivier, 
mother  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patronefs  of  the  redtory,  which  is  in  the  deanery 
of  Shefford. 

Clophill,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  is  a populous  village,  about  three 
miles  and  a half  weft  of  Shefford.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  Barons  de  Albini 
whofe  caftle,  the  feat  of  their  barony,  was  at  Cainhoe  in  this  parifh  z.  It  appears  to 
have  been  a place  of  confiderable  ftrength.  The  keep,  which  is  ftill  called  the 

" The  ancient  orthography  (Clopham)  is  retained  in  the  name  of  the  deanery. 

v Efch.  Edw.  II.  Edw.  III.  and  Edw.  IV.  w Ant.  Wood,  * Collins. 

y Cole’s  Efcheats,  Brit,  Muf.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage. 
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Caftlehill,  is  lofty,  and  overgrown  with  coppice-wood.  After  the  extin&ion  of  the 
family  of  Albini,  it  is  probable  that  the  manor  of  Clophill,  or  Cainhoe,  was  fold  by 
the  co-heirs.  It  paifed  through  the  families  of  Lacy,  Nowers,  and  Norton a : after 
which  it  came  to  the  Greys,  earls  of  Kent ; and  is  now  the  property  of  their  repre- 
fentative  the  Right  Honourable  Lady  Lucas. 

Robert  de  Albini,  founder  of  the  priory  of  Beaulieu,  in  Hertfordfhire,  gave  an 
eflate  in  the  parifh  of  Clophill,  or  Cainhoe,  to  the  monks  there b.  His  charter 
mentions  a monaftery  at  Clophill  % of  which  nothing  farther  is  known.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  it  was  a cell  to  St.  Alban’s,  and  was  of  fhort  duration.  After  the  reform- 
ation, Sir  Michael  Fifher  became  poffefled  of  the  eftate  which  had  belonged  to  the 
monks  of  Beaulieu,  and  had  acquired  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Clophill-Hall. 
His  grand-daughter  and  heir  married  the  firft  Lord  St.  John  of  Bletfoed.  This 
eftate  has  been  held  for  a confiderable  time  with  the  principal  manor  of  Clophill, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Lady  Lucas. 

The  manor  of  Beadlow , partly  in  this  parifh,  was  for  many  years  in  the  Charnock 
family  ; and  is  now  veiled  in  their  reprefentatives  the  Herveys. 

The  parifh  church  ftands  on  a hill,  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  any  part  of 
the  village.  The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Alban’s e about  the  year  1097 f*  They  are  now  annexed  to  the  vicarage  by  the  bene- 
fattion  of  one  of  the  earls  of  Kent.  Lady  Lucas  has  the  patronage. 

Colmworth,  a village  in  the  hundred  of  Barfordand  deanery  of  Eaton,  is  about 
eight  miles  N.  E.  of  Bedford.  The  monaftery  of  St.  Neot’s  had  confiderable  eftates 
in  this  parifh,  which  were  granted  in  1542  to  Sir  Richard  Williams,  alias  Cromwell. 
Sir  Edward  Montagu,.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  died  feifed  of  the 
manor  of  Colmworth  in  1557  K.  It  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  family  of  Ray 
previoufly  to  1797,  when  it  was  purchafed  by  the  prefent  proprietor  the  Reverend 
Leonard  Towne. 

The  parifh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure,  with  a lofty  fpire,  which  is  a 
confpicuous  objedl  for  feveral  miles  round.  In  this  church  is  the  tomb  of  Eleanor 
wife  of  Sir  Gerard  Braybroke,  daughter  and  heir  of  Aylmer  Lord  St.  Amand,  who 
had  large  poffeflions  in  this  county  in  the  fourteenth  century  ; and  a very  fumptuous 
monument,  ere&ed  in  1641  by  Lady  Dyer,  in  memory  of  her  deceafed  hufband 
Sir  William  Dyer  knt.  The  infeription  quaintly  informs  us,  that  “ they  multiplied 

a Efch.  Edw.  I.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  III.  b Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  c The  words  of  the 
charter  are,  “ Nec  non  manfio  quaedam  de  dominio  domini  juxta  monafterium  de  Clophelle  quam  mo- 
nachi  fibi-ipfis  xdilicent.”  d Cole’s  Efcheats,  Brit.  Muf.  * The  Liter  Regis  erroneoufiy  fays 
to  Chickfand.  1 Lives  of  the  Abbots  of  St.  Alban’s.  e Cole’s  Efcheats. 
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themfelves  into  feven  children,”  one  of  whom,  was  Sir  Ludowick  Dyer,  created  a 
baronet  in  1626.  The  following  is  a fpecimen  of  the  poetry  : 

“ My  deareft  duff,  could  not  thy  hafty  day 
Afford  thy  drowfy  patience  leave  to  day 
One  hour  longer,  fo  that  we  might  either 
Have  fat  up,  or  gone  to-bed  together : 

But  fince  thy  finidi’d  labour  hath  poffefs’d 
Thy  weary  limbs  with  early  red, 

Enjoy  it  fweetly,  and  thy  widowe  bride 
Shall  foon  repofe  her  by  thy  {lumbering  fide ; 

Whofe  bufinefs  now  is  only  to  prepare 
My  nightly  drefs,  and  call  to  prayer. 

Mine  eyes  wax  heavy,  and  the  day  grows  old, 

The  dew  falls  thick,  my  blood  grows  cold  : 

Draw,  draw  the  clofed  curtains,  and  make  room, 

My  dear,  my  deared  dud,  I come,  I come.” 

John  Hele  efq.  is  patron  of  the  reftory  of  Colmworth,  having  purchafed  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  Hillerfdons  of  Elftow. 

Cople,  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree,  is  a fmall  village  about  four  miles  and  a 
half  from  Bedford.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  the  manor  of  Cople,  together  with 
the  manors  of  Woodend,  Wiggen,  Rolands,  and  Howcots,  all  in  this  parifh.  They 
were  purchafed  in  1774,  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  John,  Duke  of  Bedford. 
Cople  had  been  fucceffively  in  the  Beauchamps,  Mowbrays,  and  Goftwicks h ; 
Woodend  for  many  years  in  the  Lukes ; Rolands  belonged  anciently  to  a family  of 
that  name  : it  had  been  in  the  Spencer  family  before  1 642  ;. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  tombs  with  brafs  figures  of  the  families  of  Launcelyn,  Ro- 
land, and  Gray.  The  Launcelyns  were  benefa&ors  towards  the  building  of  the  church, 
as  appears  by  their  arms  cut  in  (tone  on  one  of  the  pillars.  In  the  chancel  are  two 
altar  tombs,  with  effigies  in  brafs,  in  memory  of  Sir  Walter  Luke,  juftice  of  the 
common  pleas,  who  died  in  1 544  ; and  Nicholas  Luke,  baron  of  the  exchequer,  who 
died  in  1 563.  Sir  Walter’s  Lady  was  Anne  Launcelyn,  nurfe  to  King  Henry  VIII.  * 
The  Lukes  refided  at  Woodend  in  this  parifh,  by  mofl  writers  miflaken  for  a 
place  of  the  fame  name  near  Toddington.  Sir  Oliver  Luke  of  Woodend  and  his 
fon  Sir  Samuel  were  both  in  the  fervice  of  the  parliament  during  the  civil  wars  j the 
latter  was  fcout-mafler  for  Bedfordfhire  and  fome  adjoining  counties  ‘.  His  name 
has  attained  much  celebrity,  as  the  fuppofed  original  of  Butler’s  Hudibras.  It  is 
certain  that  the  poet  lived  fome  time  in  his  houfe,  afling  in  the  capacity  of  his 

h Cole’s  Efcheats,  Brit.  Muf.  1 Ibid.  k Bedfordfhire  Pedigrees,  Brit.  Muf. 

!'  Myfteries  of  the  Good  Old  Caufe. 
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clerk ; and  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  his  poem  of  Dunftaple  Downs,  he  exprefsly 
calls  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  Sir  Hudibras  m.  Sir  Samuel  was  buried  at  Cople,  in  1670. 
His  defcendants  continued  at  Woodend,  now  a farm-houfe,  till  the  death  of  George 
Luke,  the  laft  of  the  family,  in  1732. 

The  great  tithes  of  Cople  were  given  to  the  priory  of  Chickfand,  by  Simon  de 
Beauchamp  n ; the  impropriate  redory  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  which  is 
in  the  deanery  of  Bedford,  are  now  veiled  in  Chrift -church  college,  Oxford.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford  is  lefiee  of  the  redory. 

Cranfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornfloke  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  is  a village  on 
the  borders  of  Buckinghamfhire,  about  nine  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Bedford.  The  manor 
was  given  to  the  monks  of  Ramfey  by  Ailwin  Niger,  who  died  in  998  It  was 
granted  in  1621  to  Sir  Lionel  Cranfield,  who  was  the  fame  year  created  a baron, 
taking  his  title  from  this  place.  In  1672,  it  became  the  property  of  the  Monoux  fa- 
mily ; and  in  1729,  was  purchafed  of  them  by  Wriothefley,  Duke  of  Bedford,  from 
whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  Duke.  The  manor  of  Wafhingleys  in  this 
parifti  was  in  the  Leighs  of  Stoneleigh,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  purchafe,  to  the 
family  of  Field,  and  from  them,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  Bakers  and  Colemans,  of 
whom  it  was  inherited  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mr.  Theed  Pearfe  of  Bedford, 
There  was  anciently  a gild  or  brotherhood  in  the  church  of  Cranfield,  and  lands 
given  for  a drinking , and  for  the  maintenance  of  a lamp.  The  Rev.  George  Davies, 
the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patron  of  the  redory. 

Dean  is  a fmall  village  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  fituated 
in  the  north  part  of  the  county,  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire  and  Hun- 
tingdonffiire,  about  four  miles  from  Kimbolton.  The  manor  of  Over  or  Upper 
Dean,  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  was  in  the  Cheney  family  for  feveral  generations  p. 
The  priory  of  Huntingdon  had  another  manor,  which  perhaps  was  that  of  Lower 
or  Nether  Dean.  They  are  now  both  the  property  of  Lord  St.  John,  and  have 
been  a confiderable  time  in  his  family.  In  the  church  is  an  altar-tomb  with  the 
effigies  in  brafs,  in  very  fair  prefervation,  of  Sir  Thomas  Barker,  prebendary  of  the 
the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Mary  in  Shrewfbury,  and  re  dor  of  Dean,  who  died  in 
1501.  The  church  of  Dean  was  given  by  Alice  de  Clermont,  countefs  of  Pem- 
broke, to  the  knights  hofpitallers q,  who  were  patrqns  of  the  redory  till  the 
reformation.  King  Henry  VIII.  gave  the  redory  of  Dean  to  the  church  of  Wor- 

m See  the  fubjeft  difcufied  in  Biograph.  Brit,  new  edit.  Vol.  iii.  p.  8 6,  87.  in  the  notes. 

n Dugdale’s  Baronage.  0 Dugdale’s  Monafticon. 

f See  Nom.  Villarum,  No.  1316.  in  Brit.  Muf.  No.  6281.  and  Efch.  Hen.  VI. 

9 Dugdale’s  Monallicon.  f 
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celler,  in  1547,  fince  which  time  the  great  tithes  have  been  veiled  in  the  dean  and 
chapter,  who  appoint  a curate.  Sir  John  Smith  bart.  of  Sidling  in  Dorfetlhire  is 
leffee  under  the  impropriators.  Over  and  Nether-Dean  have  been  inclofed,  by  an 
aft  of  parliament,  palled  in  1800,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the 
impropriators  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Dean  is  faid  to  have  been  the  birth-place  of  Francis  Dillingham,  one  of  the 
tranllators  of  the  Bible  : the  family  of  Dillingham  appears  to  have  been  very 
numerous  in  this  parilh,  but  no  record  of  his  birth  appears  in  the  regifter. 

'Dunstaple,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  in  the  deanery  to  which  it  gives 
name,  is  a market  town  on  the  great  road  to  Chelter  and  Holyhead,  33  miles  from 
London.  Its  origin  is  attributed  to  the  provident  care  of  king  Henry  I.  who,  finding 
that  this  neighbourhood,  through  which  a much  frequented  road  towards  the  north 
palTed,  was  much  infelled  by  robbers,  ordered  the  woods  to  be  cut  down  and 
grubbed  up,  and  having  built  a royal  manfion  for  his  own  refidence,  called  Kingf- 
bury,  encouraged  fome  of  his  fubjefts  to  fettle  near  him,  by  granting  them  lands  at 
a fmall  rent,  a market,  and  various  liberties  and  privileges r.  The  monkilh  legends 
add,  that  the  town  took  its  name  from  Dun  or  Dunning,  the  chief  of  the  rob- 
bers. Modern  etymologifts  have  fuppofed  with  greater  probability,  that  it  was 
called  Dunllaple  from  its  market  or  ftaple  on  the  downs.  Duna  or  Dunum  in  bar- 
barous Latin,  is  a hill  or  down,  and  frequently  occurs  in  the  chronicle  of  Dunllaple, 
in  the  defcription  of  lands  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  either  infra  or  fuper  Dunam . 

The  king  kept  the  new  town  in  his  own  hands  till  about  the  year  1 131,  when 
he  bellowed  it,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  on  a priory  of  Black  Canons, 
which  he  had  founded  near  the  manfion,  where  he  occafionally  refided,  and 
where,  in  1123,  he  had  kept  his  Chriflmas  with  great  fplendour,  receiving  an 
embalfy  from  the  earl  of  Anjou  s.  This  palace  he  referved  in  his  own  hands, 
becaufe,  as  yet,  there  were  no  apartments  in  the  convent  fit  for  his  reception  r. 
The  king  kept  his  Chrillmas  at  Dunllaple  again  in  1132  u,  as  did  his  fuccelfor  king 
Stephen  in  1 1 37  w-  In  1154,  the  war  being  terminated,  a friendly  meeting  took 
place  at  Dunllaple,  between  Stephen  and  Henry  duke  of  Normandy,  who  fucceeded 
him  on  the  throne  x.  In  1204,  king  John  gave  his  palace  and  gardens,  on  the 
fite  of  which  is  now  a farm-houfe  on  the  road  to  Luton,  near  Mrs.  Marfh’s  hofpital, 
to  the  prior  and  convent y,  who,  upon  occafion  of  all  future  royal  vifits,  accommo- 
dated the  monarch  and  his  fuite  within  their  own  walls  \ In  1213,  the  town  was 
deftroyed  by  fire.  In  1214,  a great  fynod  was  held  at  the  priory3.  In  1215, 

\ 

r Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  s Sax.  Chron.  ‘ Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  “ Holin/hed. 

w J.  Bromton  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  vol.  i.  1343.  x Holinihed. 

y Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  vol.  ii.  a Chron.  Dunft.  a Ibid- 
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king  John  lay  at  Dunftaple,  on  his  journey  towards  the  north3.  In  1217,  Lewis 
the  Dauphin,  with  the  Englifh  barons,  who  were  in  arms  againft  the  king,  halted 
for  a night  in  this  townb.  In  1244,  a great  number  of  difcontented  barons  and 
knights  aflembled  at  Dunftaple,  and  Luton,  under  pretence  of  holding  a tourna- 
ment, although  their  meeting  was  in  reality  for  political  purpofes.  The  tournament 
was  prohibited  by  the  royal  mandate,  to  which  they  yielded  obedience,  but 
gave  a convincing  proof  of  their  formidable  power,  by  fending  Sir  Fulk  Fitz warren 
to  the  pope’s  nuncio,  whofe  proceedings  had  given  great  umbrage  to  the  Englifh, 
with  a peremptory  order,  in  the  name  of  the  barons  and  knights,  aflembled  at 
Dunftaple  and  Luton,  that  he  fhould  inftantly  quit  the  kingdom  ; an  order  which 
the  nuncio,  finding  the  king’s  authority  infufficient  to  protect  him,  was  obliged  to 
obey  c.  It  appears  by  the  chronicle  of  Dunftaple,  that  king  Henry  III.  frequently 
honoured  the  convent  with  his  prefence.  In  1247,  he  was  there  with  his  queen, 
prince  Edward  and  the  princefs  Margaret ; on  which  occafion  the  prior  prefented 
their  majefties  with  a gilt  cup,  and  the  prince  and  princefs  with  a gold  buckle  each. 
In  1265,  the  king  and  queen,  with  cardinal  Ottoboni  the  pope’s  legate,  and  Simon 
Montford,  earl  of  Leicefter,  made  fome  flay  at  Dunftaple.  In  1276,  fome  of  the 
king’s  falconers,  who  were  lodged  in  the  priory,  having  had  an  affray  with  the 
chaplains  and  the  prior’s  fervants,  the  king  came  in  perfon  to  try  the  matter,  and 
fummoned  a jury  of  36  men,  out  of  two  hundreds,  unconnected  with  the  convent  or 
the  town.  It  appeared,  that  the  falconers  had  begun  the  affray,  and  killed  one  of  the 
chaplains.  When  the  corpfe  of  queen  Eleanor  was  depofited  one  night  at  the  priory 
of  Dunftaple,  in  1290,  two  bawdekyns  or  precious  cloths  were  given  to  the  convent, 
and  1 20  pounds  weight  of  wax.  As  it  pafled  through  the  town,  the  bier  flopped  in 
the  middle  of  the  market-place  whilft  the  chancellor  and  nobility  marked  out  a 
proper  fpot  for  the  ereftion  of  a crofs,  the  prior  aflifting  at  the  ceremony,  and 
fprinkling  the  ground  with  holy-water.  This  crofs  was  demolifhed  during  the  civil 
wars,  probably  by  the  foldiers  of  the  earl  of  Effex,  who  appear  to  have  been 
quartered  at  Dunftaple  in  1643  d.  134I?  king  Edward  III.  with  his  queen 
were  prefent  at  a grand  tournament  held  at  Dunftaple  % No  mention  has  been 
found  of  any  other  royal  vifits  to  this  town,  excepting  that  Icing  Henry  VI.  was 
there  in  1457  f,  and  queen  Elizabeth,  on  her  progrefs  in  1572  g. 

The  priors  of  Dunftaple  enjoyed  very  extenftve  liberties  and  privileges.  They 
had  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  fat  with  the  king’s  juftices  itinerant,  who, 
on  their  circuit,  always  came  to  Dunftaple  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  fuch  offences 
as  had  been  committed  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  town.  They  had  more  than  one 

3 Holinfhed.  b M.  Paris.  c Holinfhed.  6 Parilh  Regifter.  * Holinfhed.  1 Ibid. 

* ’Queen  Elizabeth's  Prog  re  Acs. 
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gaol,  for  it  appears  by  the  chronicle  of  the  priory,  that  their  principal  gaol  was 
•rebuilt  in  1295;  and  they  had  a gallows  at  a place  without  the  town,  called 
Edefcote.  During  the  infurre&ions,  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  in.  1371,  the 
townfmen  exafted  of  the  prior  a charter  of  liberties,  but  it  was  cancelled  after- 
wards, as  having  been  extorted  by  force  h. 

The  revenues  of  the  priory,  at  its  diffolution,  were  eftimated  at  344I.  13s.  3d. 
clear  yearly  value.  The  laft  prior  was  Gervafe  Markham,  who  took  an  aftive  part- 
in  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  divorce  between  king  Henry  VIII.  and  Catharine 
of  Arragon,his  queen.  The  commiflioners  fat  at  Dunftaple  priory,  and  the  fentence 
of  divorce  was  pronounced  by  archbifhop  Cranmer,  on  the  23d  of  May  1533,  in  the 
chapel  of  our  lady  there  *.  Prior  Markham,  after  the  diffolution  of  his  convent, 
had  a penfion  of  60I.  per  annum . ' He  died  in  the  month  of  September  1561,  and 
was  buried  at  Dunftaple,  as  appears  by  the  parifh  regifter.  The  fite  of  the  priory, 
which  was  granted  in  1554  to  Dr.  Leonard  Chamberlayne,  is  now  the  property  and 
reffdence  of  Col.  Maddifon.  The  only  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings  (except- 
ing what  is  now  the  parifh  church),  are  fome  rooms  with  vaulted  and  groined  ftone 
roofs ; one  of  them  has  been  converted  into  a parlour. 

The  prefent  parifh  church,  which  contains  only  the  nave  of  the  conventual 
church,  exhibits  various  ftyles  of  architect ure.  The  infide  is  chiefly  Norman,  and 
undoubtedly  part  of  the  original  ftru&ure.  The  ftone  gallery  at  the  weft  end, 
now  hid  by  the  organ-loft,  has  pointed  arches ; the  windows  are  of  a much  later 
date.  . The  weft  front  is  very  richly  decorated  with  niches  of  the  early  Gothic 
architecture.  The  great  weftern  door  has  a fine  femicircular  arch,  which  has  been 
very  richly  ornamented  with  foliage,  grotefque  heads,  &c.  neatly  cut  in  Toternhoe 
ftone,  now  much  mutilated.  It  is  faid  that  king  Henry  VIII.  intended  to  eftablifh  a 
cathedral  at  Dunftaple,  of  which  Dr.  Day  was  to  be  the  firft  bifhop  ; and  that  when 
the  defign  was  laid  aflde,  a great  part  of  the  conventual  church  was  pulled  down  k. 

In  the  parifh  church  of  Dunftaple  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  families  of  Diclc- 
enfon,  Aynfcombe,  Marfh,  and  Chew,  great  benefactors  to  the  town.  The 
ftory  of  an  epitaph  on  a woman  who  had  1 9 children  at  five  births,  has  been 
fufKciently  exploded  ; it  arofe  from  a mifconftruCtion  of  the  quaint  manner  in  which 
the  number  19  was  expreffed  in  Latin  verfe  ’.  The  brafs  plate  on  which  this  epitaph 
was  infcribed  has  been  removed  ; it  has  been  frequently  printed. 

Over  the  altar  is  a large  painting  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  by  Sir  James  Thornhill, 
given  to  the  parifh  by  Mrs.  Cart  and  Mrs.  Afhton  in  1720.  In  the  church  of  Dun- 

h Chron.  Dunft.  1 Strype’s  Memorials  of  archbifhop  Cranmer,  and  Herbert’s  Life  of  Hen.  VIII. 
k Willis’s  Mitred  Abbies. 
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ftaple  was  a fraternity  of  St.  John  the  Baptift.  A very  richly  embroidered  altar- 
cloth,  with  portraits  of  the  family  of  Fayrey,  and  a figure  of  St.  John  the  Baptilt, 
faid  to  have  been  given  to  this  fraternity  by  Henry  Fayrey,  who  died  in  1516,  is  in 
the  pofleflion  of  John  Miller  efq.  of  Bedford.  It  was  fome  years  ago  occafionally 
ufed  as  a funeral  pall  at  Dunftaple,  by  the  permiflion  of  Mr.  Miller’s  family,  who 
then  refided  there.  The  brotherhood-houfe  belonged  to  the  Wingate  family 
in  1 642  m. 

The  friars  preachers,  or  black  friars,  eftablifhed  a convent  of  their  order  at  Dun- 
ftaple in  1259,  forely  againll  the  will  of  the  prior  and  canons n ; but  the  friars  being 
patronized  by  the  court,  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  refill.  In  a few  years  they 
were  fo  far  reconciled  to  their  new  neighbours,  that  the  prior  condefcended  to 
become  their  gueft  °.  The  yearly  revenue  of  the  friars,  when  their  convent  was 
fupprelfed,  amounted  only  to  4I.  1 8s.  4d.  The  fite  was  granted  to  Sir  William 
Herbert ; it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  in  a field  of  Mrs.  Folfey’s  near  her  houfe, 
which  is  fituated  well  of  the  pond,  in  the  South-llreet  of  Dunllaple. 

There  was  alfo  at  this  place  a houfe  or  hofpital  for  lepers,  belonging  to  the  prior 
and  canons  of  Dunllaple,  who  appointed  the  warden.  It  exilted  as  early  as  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  p. 

King  Henry  I.  is  faid  to  have  founded  fchools  at  Dunllaple.  It  appears  by  the 
chronicle  of  the  convent,  that  in  1224,  difputes  ran  fo  high  between  the  fcholars 
and  the  townfmen,  that  many  were  wotfnded  on  both  Tides,  and  fome  mortally  q. 

The  manor  of  Dunllaple,  which  was  given  by  king  Henry  I.  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent, was,  after  the  reformation,  annexed  to  the  Honour  of  Ampthill,  and  is  now 
held,  on  leafe  under  the  crown,  as  parcel  of  that  honour,  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 

The  charter  of  king  Henry  I.  granted  two  markets  to  this  tdwn,  and  a fair,  at  the 
fellival  of  St.  Peter,  to  whom  the  convent  was  dedicated.  The  markets  were  held 
on  Sundays r and  Wednefdays.  King  John  granted  another  fair  at  the  fellival  of 
St.  Fremund.  The  chronicle  of  the  priory  mentions  a great  lofs  which  the  market 
at  Dunllaple  fullained  in  1294,  by  the  long  Hay  of  prince  Edward  at  Langley,  his 
kitchen  confuming  more  than  200  melfes  a-day,  and  his  fervants  taking  up  all  the 
cheefe,  eggs,  and  other  commodities  which  they  could  find  in  the  market,  and 
even  from  the  tradefmen’s  houfes,  and  paying  for  nothing.  There  is  now  only  one 
market  held  on  Wednefdays,  and  four  fairs,  Alh  Wednefday,  May  22,  Augull  12, 
and  November  12;  all  fairs  of  bufinefs,  chiefly  for  the  fale  of  horfes,  cows,  and 
Iheep.  The  number  of  houfes  in  the  parilh,  according  to  the  returns  made  under 
the  Population  Adi,  in  1801,  was  243,  that  of  inhabitants  1296. 

m Cole’s  Efclieats,  Brit.  Muf.  n Chron.  Dunft.  0 Ibid.  p Ibid.  ’ Ibid. 

r It  was  not  unufual  in  ancient  times  to  hold  markets  and  fairs  on  Sundays  and  other  great  fefiivals. 
See  the  account  of  Thatcham  and  Wallingford  in  Berkfhire. 
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Dunflaple  had  fummons  to  fend  members  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. s 
The  town,  which  is  governed  by  four  conflables,  retains  but  few  of  the  privileges 
which  the  townfmen  formerly  enjoyed  under  the  charter  of  king  Henry  I.  The  affizes 
for  the  county  were  held  at  Dunflaple  in  1607'.  The  frequent  communication 
between  this  town  and  London,  occafioned  the  plague  to  be  very  fatal  here  in  1603 
and  1625 ; the  regifler  of  burials  for  the  year  1665  is  imperfed. 

Edward  VI.  in  1552,  granted  the  redory  and  advowfon  of  Dunflaple  to  the  dean 
and  canons  of  Windfor u.  It  is  probable  that  the  grant  was  refumed,  the  redory 
being  now  in  the  patronage  of  the  crown. 

Mrs.  Frances  Afhton,  Mrs.  Jane  Cart,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Aynfcombe,  in  purfuance 
of  the  intention  of  their  relation,  Mr.  William  Chew,  who  died  in  171 2,  built  and  en- 
dowed a charity-fchool  in  this  town.  By  two  indentures,  bearing  date  1724  and 
1727,  the  fchool  is  endowed  with  lands  in  Caddington,  Luton,  Houghton-Regis, 
Flamfled,  Toternhoe,  and  Whipfnade.  The  mafler  has  a falary  of  40I.  per  annum 
for  teaching  forty  boys  ; and  37I.  per  annum  is  allowed  for  their  clothing.  The  ma- 
nagement of  the  charity  is  veiled  in  feven  truflees.  If  a fufficient  number  of  boys 
for  the  objed  of  this  charity  fhould  not  be  found  at  Dunflaple,  they  may  be  filled 
up  from  the  parifhes  of  Caddington,  Kenfworth,  Edlefborough,  Houghton-Regis, 
or  Luton.  In  confequence  of  the  increafed  rents  of  the  eflates,  forty  boys  and  fif- 
teen girls  are  now  clothed,  educated,  and  apprenticed,  by  this  charity. 

Mrs.  Cart  and  Mrs.  Afhton  each  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  fix  poor  widows. 
Mrs.  Afhton,  by  her  will  bearing  date  1727,  left  lands  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  61. 
per  annum  each  to  the  poor  women  in  her  alms-houfe,  to  buy  them  a gown,  firing, 
and  other  neceffaries.  The  remainder,  after  deduding  for  repairs,  and  paying  fome 
fpecific  charitable  bequefls,  to  be  divided,  in  equal  portions,  between  the  fix  poor 
women. 

Mrs.  Blandina  Marfh,  in  1713,  built  neat  houfes  for  the  refidence  of  fix  decayed 
maiden  gentlewomen,  which,  by  her  benefadion,  and  that  of  another  lady,  are  en- 
dowed with  an  income  of  about  1 Sol.  per  annum  for  their  fupport. 

Elkanah  Settle,  a well-known  dramatifl  and  political  writer  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  was  born  at  Dunflaple  on  the  firfl  of  February  1647-8  w.  He  was  the 
antagonifl  of  Dry  den  ; and  during  the  biafs  of  party  prejudice,  there  were  not  want- 
ing thofe  who  preferred  his  compofitions  to  thofe  of  his  rival. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  firfl  attempt  at  theatrical 
reprefentation  in  this  kingdom  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  at  Dunflaple,  where  the 

* Willis’s  Notit.  Parliament.  1 Note  in  the  RegilLr  at  Houghton  Conqueft,  by  Mr.  Archer. 

" Tanner.  w Parilh  Regifter. 
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play  of  the  miracles  of  St.  Catherine  was  performed  under  the  direftion  of  Geoffrey, 
a fecular  prieft,  afterwards  abbot  of  St.  Alban’s  \ 

Dunton,  a village  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  is 
fituated  about  four  miles  eaft  of  Bigglefwade,  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordfhire.  The 
manor  of  Dunton,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Chamberleynes,  and  the  manor 
of  Jpyes  in  Dunton,  were  granted,  in  1475,  to  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin  \ They  are 
now,  by  the  name  of  the  manors  of  Goyes  or  Joyes,  and  Chamberleynefbury,  the 
property  of  Earl  Spencer,  and  have  been  a confiderable  time  in  his  family.  King 
Edward  the  Confeffor  gave  the  monks  of  Waltham  a manor  in  Milnho  (now  called 
Millow  or  Milhow)  a hamlet  of  this  parifh z.  Another  manor,  which  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  Survey  was  part  of  the  extenfive  property  of  Walter  Giffard,  was,  in 
later  times,  in  the  Enderbys,  Goftwicks,  and  Powleys a.  This  manor  has  been  nearly 
two  centuries  in  the  Spencer  family,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Spencer,  who 
has  alfo  the  impropriate  reftory  of  this  parifh  which  belonged  formerly  to  the 
priory  of  Holiwell,  and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  The  parifh  of  Dunton  has  been 
inclofed  under  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  179 7,  when  the  number  of  acres  in  the 
parifh  was  eflimated  at  2200.  * 

Eaton-Bray,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  is  a village  about  four  miles  from 
Dunftaple.  The  manor  of  Eaton  was  given  by  king  John  to  Ardulfus  de  Braci  \ 
Not  long  afterwards  it  was  in  the  Cantilupes,  barons  of  Bergavenny,  who  built  a 
caflle  there  in  1221,  which  the  chronicle  of  Dunftaple  reprefents  as  very  injurious  to 
that  town.  It  paffed  in  1 273,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  family  of  Zouche c.  Katherine, 
relift  of  William  Lord  Zouche,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1471  d.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  forfeited  by  attainder,  and  to  have  been  granted  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray  in  1513, 
when  he  obtained  a grant  of  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Toternhoe,  which  had  been 
alfo  in  the  families  of  Cantilupe  and  Zouche. 

The  family  of  Bray  were  of  confequence  in  the  county  at  an  early  period.  Thomas 
de  Bray  was  knight  of  the  fhirein  1289,  and  Roger  de  Bray  in  1312.  When  they 
fettled  at  Eaton-Bray,  to  which  they  gave  their  name,  does  not  appear  ; but  it  was 
long  before  they  were  poffeffed  of  the  manor.  Edmund  Bray,  grandfather  of  Sir  Regi- 
nald, the  faithful  minifter  of  king  Henry  VII.  was  defcribed  as  of  this  place e ; and  it 
appears  on  record,  that  the  parifh  was  called  Eaton-Bray  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III f. 
It  is  probable  that  the  Brays  held  the  manor  under  the  Barons  Cantilupe  and  Zouche. 
Sir  Edmund  Bray,  nephew  of  Sir  Reginald,  was  fummoned  to  parliament  in  1530 

1 See  Bibliotheca  Top.  Brit.  Bedfordfhire,  p.  237,  where  is  a reference  to  Warton’s  Hiftory  of 
Englifh  Poetry,  vol.  i.  p.  236. 

1 Pat  14.  Edw.  IV.  1 Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  1 Efch.  Hen.  VII Hen.  VIII. — Elrz. 

and  Car.  I.  b Regifter  of  the  Priory  of  Dunftaple  in  the  Britiftn  Mufeum.  c Chron.  Dunft. 

* Efch.  11  Edw.  IV.  * Biograph.  Brit.  1 Inq.  ad  q.  dam.  See  alfo  Harleian  MSS.  5193. 
fol.  75. 
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as  baron  of  Eaton-Bray.  The  title  became  extimtt  by  the  death  of  his  fon  John 
Lord  Bray  without  iffue  in  1557.  The  manor  of  Eaton-Bray  patted  to  the  pofte- 
rity  of  William  Lord  Sandys,  who  married  the  only  child  of  John  Bray,  uncle  of  the 
firft  Lord  Bray ; and  from  them,  by  marriage,  to  the  family  of  Sandys  of 
Latimers,  in  Buckinghamftiire.  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  of  Eaton-Bray  died  in  1608  g. 
The  manor  was  purchafed  of  his  reprefentatives  in  1623  by  the  Huxleys  of  Wyer- 
Hall  in  Middlefex  \ It  has  fincebeen  in  the  family  of  Potter.  In  1763  it  was  pur- 
chafed of  Thomas  Potter  efq.  by  William  Beckford  efq.  alderman  of  London,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  his  fon.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  cattle,  nor  of  the  manfion 
of  the  Lords  Bray.  A houfe,  which  was  built  on  the  ttte  about  a century  ago,  has 
'recently  been  pulled  down. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  Jane,  wife  of  Edmund 
Lord  Bray,  who  died  in  1558.  In  the  fouth  aifle  is  a fragment  of  ttone-work, 
richly  carved  and  ornamented  with  the  royal  arms,  and* the  arms  and  device  of  Sir 
Reginald  Bray.  The  great  tithes  of  Eaton-Bray,  which  -were  formerly  appropriated 
to  the  priory  of  Merton  in  Surrey,  now  belong,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge.  Eaton-Bray  is  in*  the  deanery  of 
Bunftaple. 

Eaton-Socon,  a village  in  the  hundred  of  Barford,  is  a great  thoroughfare  on 
the  north  road,  55  miles  from  London.  It  gives  name  to  a deanery.  At  this  place 
was  a cattle,  the  feat  of  a branch  of  the  Beauchamp  family,  who  were  barons  of  the 
realm  from  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  to  the  . year  1292,  when  Ralph  de  Beauchamp 
died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Eaton,  held  by  baronial  fervice  He  left  iffue  ; but  as 
his  pofterity  were  not  fummoned  to  parliament,  Dugdale  difcontinues  the  hiftory  of 
the  family  after  his  death.  It  is  probable  that  the  manor  of  Eaton  patted  by  female 
heirs  to  the  family  of  Vaux.  Leland  fpeaks  of  the  ruins  of  Eaton  cattle  as  belong- 
ing, in  his  time,  to  the  Lord  Vaux,  whofe  defcendant,  Edward  Lord  Vaux,  fold  it  in 
1624  to  Rowland  Squire  : from  his  family,  in  1689,  it  patted  to  the  Afhlys ; and 
from  them,  in  1708,  to  the  anceftors  of  the  duke  of  Bedford  k,  who  is  the  prefent 
proprietor.  Another  manor,  belonging  alfo  to  the  duke  of  Bedford,  was  granted 
in  1563,  to  Thomas  Beverley,  being  defcribed  as  late  parcel  of  the  poffeffions  of  the 
diffolved  monaftery  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  ’.  In  1629  it  patted  from  Sir  Henry 
Moore  to  the  family  of  Gery  of  Bufhmead,  and  in  1640  from  them  to  the  Squires , 
fince  which  time  it  has  been  held  with  the  principal  manor  of  Eaton. 

* MS.  Diary  of  Thomas  Archer,  re&or  of  Houghton  Conqueft.  h Papers  communicated  by 

William  Bray  efq.  1 Efch.  21  Edw.  I.  k Duke  of  Bedford’s  Paper*.,  1 Ibid. 
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The  manor  of  Eaton,  or  Goldingtons  in  Eaton,  was  part  of  the  eftate  of  Sir  Mi- 
chael Fiflier,  who  died  in  1549,  and  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  St.  Johns.  It  is 
probable  that  this  is  the  fame  ell  ate  which  (being  then,  cal  led  the  manor  of  Eaton  or 
Eyton)  was  in  the  Gery  family  as  early  as  the  year  1635,  and  was  fold  by  them,  in 
1649,  to  Robert  Dobbs.  It  has  been  fince  in  the  families  of  Kent,  Brewer,  Sibley, 
and  Waller  ; and  was  purchafed  in  1782  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Green  by  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor John  Brickwood  efq. 

The  manor  of  Wyboldfion  or  Wybojlon  in  this  parilh,  was,  in  the  13th  century, 
in  the  family  of  Bathonian  " ; afterwards,  for  feveral  generations,  in  that  of  Greyltock. 
This  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Whetham  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  has 
been,  together  with  thofe  of  Honeyden  and  Begry,  for  many  years. 

The  priory  of  Bifmede  or  Bufhmead,  in  this  parilh,  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  by  Oliver  Beauchamp  and  his  fon  Hugh.  It  was  inhabited  by  Aultin 
canons,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary.  Its  revenues,  at  the  diffolution  of  mo- 
nafteries,  were  eftimated  at  7 il.  1 3s.  9! d.  clear  yearly  value  °.  The  fite  was  granted 
in  1537  to  Sir  William  Gafcoigne,  Comptroller  of  the  Houfehold  to  Cardinal  Wol- 
fey.  Sir  John  Gafcoigne  in  1 545  conveyed  it  to  Anthony  Cocket ; from  whom,  in 
1552,  it  palled  to  William  Gery  efq. p anceltor  of  the  late  William  Gery  efq.  of 
Kimbolton.  Bufhmead  is  now  the  property  and 'feat  of  his  fon-in-law  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Wade  Gery,  who  has  a cartulary  of  the  priory  very  fairly  written  on  vellum  t 
and  Buck’s  drawing  of  the  conventual  buildings,  no  part  of  which  now  remains, 
excepting  the  refedlory,  converted  into  a liable  and  offices. 

Baffinead,  in  this  parilh,  was,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  the  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Wauton  q.  A branch  of  the  family  of  Altrey  afterwards  fettled  themfelves  there. 
After  the  death  of  the  late  Sir  John  Danvers,  whofe  anceflors  had  polfelfed  it 
for  feveral  generations,  it  was  put  up  to  fale,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas 
Smith  efq. 

The  windows  of  the  parilh  church  at  Eaton  were  ornamented  with  llained  glafs, 
of  which  there  are  conliderable  remains  in  the  north  aille,  reprefenting  fubjedls  from 
the  legends  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Etheldreda.  Among  the  ancient  dilburfements  of 
the  church,  as  Hated  in  Bacon’s  Liber  Regis , was  5s.  per  annum  for  Itraw.  The 
duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  and  proprietor  of  the  redlory  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem.  The  parilh  was  inclofed 
by  an  adl  of  parliament  paffed  in  1795,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to 
the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  a fmall  allotment,  with  a corn-rent,  to  the 
vicar. 

* Efch.  Hen.  III.  0 Tanner.  p Papers  in  the  pofTelTion  of  Mr.  Wade  Gery. 
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Ed  worth,  a fmall  village  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordftiire,  about  fix  miles  from 
Shefford  and  five  from  Baldock,  is  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade.  The  manor 
was  part  of  the  eftate  of  Walter  de  Langton,  prime  minifter  to  king  Edward  I r.  It 
had  been  before  in  the  Seymours  % and  was  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families 
of  Peverell,  Lifle,  Talbot,  Zouche,  Enderby,  and  Powley  ‘.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  William  Hale  efq.  of  King’s  Walden  in  Hertfordlhire,  in  whofe  family  it  has 
been  for  many  years.  Mr.  Hale  is  alfo  patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Shelford.  The  advowfon  formerly  belonged  tp  the  priory  of  St.  Neot’s ”, 

Elstow,  a confiderable  village  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Bedford,  is  in  the 
hundred  of  Redbornftoke.  It  has  fairs  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  May  ; and  on  the 
5th  and  6th  of  November. 

Judith  Countefs  of  Huntingdon  founded  an  abbey  here,  in  the  reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  for  Benedidine  nuns,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  St. 
Mary,  and  St.  Helen.  Its  revenues,  when  dilfolved,  were  eftimated  at  2841. 12s.  1 1 f d. 
clear  yearly  value*.  The  fite  was  granted  in  1553  to  Sir  Humphrey  Ratcliffe,  a 
younger  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Suflex,  who  refided  in  the  abbey  houfe,  and  died 
in  1 566,  as  appears  by  his  monument  over  the  altar  in  Elftow  church.  In  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firft x,  and  perhaps  at  an  earlier  period,  it  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Hillerfdon,  who  built  a large  manfion  adjoining  to  the  church,  now  in  ruins,  the 
greater  part  of  it  having  been  pulled  down  a few  years  ago.  The  fite  of  the 
abbey,  and  the  manor,  which  belonged  alfo  to  the  convent,  are  now  the  property  of 
Samuel  Whitbread  efq.  M.P.  whofe  father  purchafed  it,  in  1792,  of  the  daughters  of 
the  late  Mr.  Hillerfdon. 

There  are  very  few  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings  excepting  the  church 
(now  the  parifh  church),  which  retains  confiderable  traces  of  the  original  ftrudure. 
The  north  door  is  of  Norman  architedure  ; fome  of  the  columns  are  fquare  and 
very  mafly,  and  moll  of  the  arches  circular.  At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  church 
is  a fmall  building  with  a vaulted  roof,  fupported  in  the  centre  by  an  odagonal  fluted 
column,  probably  a veftibule.  In  the  fouth  aifle  of  the  chancel  is  the  tomb,  with  her 
effigies  in  brafs,  of  Elizabeth  Hervey,  the  laft  abbefs  of  Elftow,  placed  there  in  her 
life-time,  with  blank  fpaces  for  the  dates.  As  fhe  furvived  the  diffolution  of  the 
abbey,  it  is  probable  that  her  body  never  reached  its  intended  place  of  fepulture. 
Some  of  the  nuns,  who  died  after  the  reformation,  were  buried  in  St.  Mary’s  church 
at  Bedford.  In  the  church  at  Elftow  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  families  of 
Crompton,  Lovett,  and  Hillerfdon. 

r Efch.  Edw.  I.  5 Ibid.  1 Efch.  and  Cl.  Rot.  Edw.  III. — Eliz. 
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The  great  tithes  of  Elftow  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey- ; they  are  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  Whitbread.  He  is  alfo  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Bedford.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  which 
patted  in  179 7,  when  an  allotment  of  lands  was  made  in  lieu  of  the  reftorial  tithes. 
The  number  of  acres  in  the  parifh  was  then  eflimated  at  1060. 

John  Bunyan,  author  of  the  celebrated  theological  romance  called  the  Pilgrim’s 
Progrefs,  was  born  at  Elftow  in  1628,  of  mean  parentage. 

Eversholt,  a village  in  the  hundred  ofManfhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies 
about  two  miles  and  a half  eaft  of  Woburn.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to 
the  monaftery,  was,  after  the  reformation,  annexed  to  the  honour  of  Ampthill.  In 
1 60 1 it  was  granted  to  Henry  Aftrey,  who,  the  fame  year,  conveyed  it  to  the  Hillerf- 
dons.  In  1702,  it  was  purchafed  of  that  family  by  Wriothefly  Duke  of  Bedford7, 
from  whom  it  has  defcended  to  the  prefent  duke.  The  manor  of  Wakes  in  this 
parifh,  now  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s,  was  purchafed  with  Everfholt  in  1702.  In 
1504  it  was  the  property  of  Giles  Lord  Daubeny.  In  1531  it  paffed  to  the  family 
of  Hinton  ; and  in  1604  from  them  to  the  Hillerfdons z.  The  manor  of  Kingfhoe 
or  Kinfes,  in  this  parifh,  is  alfo  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s.  It  was  purchafed  by  the 
late  duke.  The  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem  % has  been  many  years  in  the  noble  family  of  Sandys.  The 
reverfion,  with  other  large  eftates  of  the  late  Lord  Sandys,  is  veiled,  after  the  death 
of  his  Lady,  in  the  fecond  fon  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Downfhire. 

Ever  ton. — This  parifh  is  partly  in  Bedfordfhire,  partly  in  Cambridgefhire,  and 
partly  in  Huntingdonfhire.  As  the  church  Hands  in  Cambridgefhire,  it  will  be 
treated  of  under  that  county. 

Eyworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Cambridgefhire,  about  three  miles  from  Potton  and  five  from  Bigglefwade. 
The  manor  belonged,  at  an  early  period,  to  the  Leybourns  b.  It  was  afterwards  in 
the  families  of  Charlton  and  Francis c.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Eyworth 
was  the  property  and  feat  of  Sir  Edmund  Anderfon,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  ; a man  of  confiderable  eminence  in  his  profeflion,  and  one  of  the  judges 
who  fat  at  the  trial  of  Mary  Oueen  of  Scots.  His  great-grandfon  Stephen  was 
created  a baronet  in  1664  ; their  pofterity  continued  at  Eyworth  till  the  death  of  Sir 
Stephen  Anderfon  bart.  in  1773,  when  the  title  became  extinft.  The  manor  is 

y Duke  of  Bedford’s  Records.  2 Ibid.  3 Placit.  &c.  de  terris  in  Com.  Bedford,  in  Turn 
London.  1 Efch.  Edw.  I. — Edw.  III.  c Efch.  Hen.  V.  &c. 
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now  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Yarborough,  whofe  family  name  was 
Anderfon d,  being  lineally  defcended  from  Stephen  Anderfon,  a grandfon  of  the 
chief  juftice. 

In  the  church  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  Anderfons.  That  of  the  Chief 
Juftice,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  has  the  effigies  of  himfelf  and  his  lady, 
under  a richly-ornamented  arch.  He  is  reprefented  in  his  robes  and  cap,  with  a 
collar  of  S.S.;  the  face  bears  a ftrong  refemblance  to  his  portrait,  as  engraved  by 
Faithorne.  On  the  oppoftte  fide  of  the  chancel  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Francis 
Anderfon,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Chief  Juftice,  whofe  effigies  in  gilt  armour  is  repre- 
fented between  thofe  of  his  two  wives,  kneeling  and  fronting  the  chancel.  On  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  chancel  is  the  monument  of  Edmund  Anderfon  efq.  of  Stratton, 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Francis,  who  died  in  1638.  It  has  half-length  figures  of  himfelf 
and  his  wife  Alice  in  white  marble,  their  hands  jointly  holding  a heart,  on  which  are 
infcribed  thefe  words— “ To  God.”  On  the  floor  is  the  tomb  of  Alice,  Vifcountefs 
Verulam  and  Baronefs  St.  Alban’s,  widow  of  the  great  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  who 
died  in  1656,  probably  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Anderfon,  to  whom  fhe  was  related. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  St.  Helen’s  in 
London.  They  are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Yarborough,  who  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage.  Edmund  Chifhull,  a learned  antiquary  and  divine,  was  born  in  this 
parifh. 

Farndish,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clophatn,  is  a fmall  village 
on  the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire,  into  which  county  a confiderable  part  of  the 
parifh  extends.  It  is  about  five  miles  from  Higham-Ferrers.  In  the  13th  and  14th 
centuries  the  manor  was  fucceffively  the  property  of  the  Pabenhams  and  Tyring- 
hamse.  During  the  laft  century,  and  perhaps  for  a longer  period,  it  was  in 
the  family  of  Maydwell,  from  whom  it  palled,  by  marriage  and  bequeft,  to  the 
Lockwoods ; and  is  now  the  property  of  William  Lockwood  Maydwell  efq.  Charles 
Chefter  efq.  is  patron  of  the  redory.  The  parifh  of  Farndifh,  computed  to  contain 
672  acres,  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament  paffed  in  1800,  when  an  allot- 
ment was  made  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Felmersham,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  on  the 
banks  of  the  Oufe,  about  feven  miles  north-eaft  of  Bedford.  The  manor,  at  an  early 
period,  was  in  the  family  of  St.  John,  in  which  it  continued  till  1640,  when  it  was 
fold  by  the  Earl  of  Bolingbroke  and  his  brothers  to  Mr.  Leach,  of  whofe  defcend- 
ants  it  was  purchafed  in  1717  by  Thomas  Orlebar  gent.  It  is  now  veiled  in  the 

'*  Some  years  ago  he  took  the  name  of  Pelham  in  addition.  [ Efc'h.  Edw.  II, — Rich.  III. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Orlebar  Marfh,  the  Rev.  Edward  Orlebar  Smith,  and  other  reprefent- 
1 atives  of  Mr.  Orlebar.  The  Mafter  and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge 
have  alfo  a manor  here,  together  with  the  reftory  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage.  The 
parifti  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1 765,  when  allotments  of 
land  were  afligned  to  the  impropriators  and  to  the  vicar. 

The  weft  end  of  the  church  affords  a curious  fpecimen  of  the  earlieft  Gothic  archi- 
tecture. Between  the  nave  and  chancel  is  an  ancient  wooden  fcreen  very  richly 
ornamented. 

From  a very  early  period  there  were  two  manors  at  Radwell,  a hamlet  of  this 
parifti,  which  has  a bridge  over  the  Oufe.  One  of  thefe  manors  was  granted,  by 
William  the  Conqueror,  to  Euftace  de  St.  Giles,  who  gave  it  to  his  brother  Ofbert  le 
Mordaunt f,  anceftor  of  the  Peterborough  family.  From  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to 
that  of  Henry  VI.  it  was  in  the  Radwells  g ; and  paffed  from  them  by  an  heir  female 
to  the  family  of  Rands K,  who  continued  to  poffefs  it  till  the  year  1753,  when  it 
was  fold  to  the  late  Jeffrey  Fifher  efq.  of  Flitwick,  whofe  only  child  Anne,  late  the 
wife  of  James  Heffe  efq.  and  now  of  George  Brooks  efq.  has  given  it  to  her  two 
daughters  by  her  firft  hufband,  Anne  wife  of  William  Horne  efq.  and  Martha  wife 
of  the  Rev.  Arthur  Bold.  The  manor-houfe  is  a very  ancient  building,  and  has,  in 
the  windows  of  an  old  hall,  the  arms  of  Radwell  impaling  S.  a chevron  between 
three  lions’  heads  erafed  Arg.  crowned  Or  (Beauchamp).  The  other  manor,  at 
the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  belonged  to  the  Albinis  j in  1316  to  the  Patfhulls*, 
from  whom  it  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  St.  Johns ; and  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  St.  John. 

Flitton  was  anciently  called  Fliftham,  Flutte,  and  Flitt.  It  gives  name  to  the 
hundred  and  deanery  in  w'hich  it  lies.  The  village  is  about  four  miles  fouth-eaft  of 
Ampthill.  The  manor,  which,  at  the  Norman  furvey,  belonged  to  Robert 
Fafiton,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  Fitz-Richards,  before  the  year  1324  became  the 
property  of  the  ancient  family  of  Grey  of  Ruthin  *,  who,  at  an  earlier  period  had 
been  poffeffed  of  the  manor  of  Wreft  in  this  parifti,  now  the  feat  of  their  reprefent- 
ative  Lady  Lucas.  Edmund  Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin  was  created  Earl  of  Kent  in 
*4 65.  The  barony  paffed  to  an  heir  female  on  the  death  of  Henry  Earl  of  Kent  in 
1639,  but  the  earldom  continued  in  the  family  of  Grey.  In  1706  Henry  de  Grey, 
Earl  of  Kent,  was  created  Marquis,  and  in  1710,  Duke  of  Kent.  He  died  in  1740 
without  furviving  male  iffue,  when  the  dukedom  became  extinft.  The  marquifate  was 
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not  long  before  his  death  entailed  on  his  elded:  grand-daughter,  Jemima,  the  lady  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke,  and  daughter  of  John  Lord  Glenorchy,  by  Lady 
Amabel  Grey,  the  duke’s  elded:  daughter,  and  her  iffue  male.  On  the  death  of 
Marchionefs  Grey,  in  1797,  without  male  iffue,  that  title  became  extind ; but  the 
barony  of  Lucas,  which  in  1663  was  extended  to  the  heirs  male  and  female  of  An- 
thony Earl  of  Kent  by  Mary,  foie  heirefs  of  John  Lord  Lucas,  defcended  to  her  elded: 
daughter  Amabel,  relict  of  Lord  Polworth,  now  baronefs  Lucas,  who  is  the  prefent 
proprietor  of  the  manors  of  Flitton  and  Wreft. 

Wreft  Park  was  in  1524  the  feat  of  Sir  Plenry  Grey  m ; who,  being  then  heir  to 
the  title,  on  the  death  of  his  half-brother,  found  the  eftates  fo  much  impoverifhed, 
that  he  neglected  to  affume  it ; and  it  remained  dormant  till  re-affumed  by  his  grand- 
fon  Reginald.  The  peerages  are  inaccurate  in  dating  that  his  fon  declined  to  affume 
the  title,- the  fad  being,  that  he  never  had  the  opportunity,  for  he  died  in  the  life- 
time of  his  father  in  the  year  1 545,  as  appears  by  his  tomb  in  Flitton  church ; fo 
that  Reginald  fucceeded  to  the  eftates  on  the  death  of  his  grandfather  in  1562,  and 
was  the  fifth  only,  and  not  the  fixth,  as  the  peerages  ftate,  to  whom  the  dignity  of 
an  earl,  which  he  did  not  affume  till  1571,  belonged.  Wreft  Park  has  been  ever 
fince  the  principal  feat  of  the  family. 

The  houfe,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  retains  little  appearance  of  antiquity,  having  been, 
at  various  times,  altered  and  modernized.  It  contains  a great  number  of  portraits, 
forming  nearly  a feries  of  the  noble  family  of  Grey  from  Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  one  of 
the  peers  who  fat  on  the  trial  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  down  to  the  prefent  time. 
Among  thefe  are  Elizabeth  Countefs  of  Kent,  who,  refiding  at  Wreft  in  her  widow- 
hood, there  patronized  Butler  the  poet,  and  frequently  entertained  the  learned 
Selden  as  her  gueft;  Anthony  Grey,  redor  of  Burbach,  who  fucceeded,  in  1639, 
to  the  title  on  the  death  of  Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  hufband  to  the  above-mentioned 
lady ; Lady  Sufanna  Grey,  daughter  of  Charles  Earl  of  Kent,  who  carried  the 
barony  of  Grey  of  Ruthin  to  the  Longuevilles  ; Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  who  died  in 
1651,  and  Amabel  his  fecond  countefs,  commonly  called  the  good  Countefs  of 
Kent ; Anthony  Earl  of  Kent  and  his  lady,  the  foie  heirefs  of  John  Lord  Lucas,  in 
their  robes,  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  &c.  & c.  &c.  There  are  feveral  portraits  alfo  of  the 
Crew  family,  and  others  ; among  which  are  Sir  Randolph  Crew,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  King’s  Bench,  a fine  pidure  of  Thomas  Lord  Crew  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  Na- 
thaniel Lord  Crew  Bilhop  of  Durham,  and  Sir  Charles  Lucas,  brother  of  the  firft 
Lord  Lucas,  the  eminent  loyalift,  who  was  Ihot  at  the  fiege  of  Colchefter  j and  of 
that  celebrated  lawyer  and  ftatefman,  the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke. 

The  gardens  at  Wreft  Park  exhibit  a fpecimen  of  the  old  ftyle  improved  by  Brown, 
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who  made  the  Terpentine  river,  a very  fine  piece  of  water,  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  in  length,  furrounding  the  garden,  and  fupplied  by  a fpring  which  rifes  not 
far  from  the  houfe.  At  the  fpring-head  is  a cold-bath,  over  which  is  a building  in 
imitation  of  a Roman  temple,  defigned  by  Sir  William  Chambers.  The  duke  of 
Kent,  who  was  very  partial  to  his  country-feat,  adorned  the  gardens  with  obelilks 
and  various  other  buildings,  particularly  a magnificent  banqueting-houfe,  which  ter- 
minates a fpacious  avenue  in  front  of  the  manfion,  and  a large  room  where  he  fpent 
many  convivial  hours  with  fome  of  the  great  ftatefmen  who  were  his  contemporaries, 
after  partaking  of  his  favourite  amufement  in  the  adjoining  bowling-green. 

It  is  probable  that  the  parifli  church  of  Flitton  was  built  by  Reginald  Lord  Grey, 
Lord  Admiral  of  England,  fubfequent  to  the  year  1410,  when  the  court  of  chivalry 
adjudged  him  the  right  of  bearing  the  arms  of  Haftings  “,  which  are  quartered 
with  his  own  on  the  porch  of  Flitton  church.  It  is  principally  remarkable  for  the 
monuments  of  the  noble  family  of  Grey,  whofe  burial-place  it  has  been  fince  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  aide  adjoining  the  nave  was  built  by  Henry  Earl  of  Kent 
in  1605.  In  this  aide  are  the  monuments  of  Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  the  founder,  who 
died  in  1614,  with  the  efiigies,  in  their  robes,  of  himfelf  and  his  countefs,  Mary 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Cotton,  who  died  in  1580,  and  was  buried  at  Great  Gaddef- 
den  ; — Elizabeth  Countefs  of  Kent,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Earl  of  Shrewlbury,  who 
died  in  1651,  with  her  effigies  in  white  marble  ; — Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  who  died  in 
1651,  and  his  fecond  wife  Amabel,  called  from  her  works  of  charity  the  good  Coun- 
tefs of  Kent,  who  died  in  1698,  at  the  age  of  92.  Their  effigies  in  white  marble  are 
.very  heavy  and  ungraceful ; — and  Lady  Jane,  relidl  of  Sir  Euftace  Hart,  who  died 
in  1671,  with  her  effigies  in  white  marble.  Charles  Earl  of  Kent,  who  died  in  1 623, 
and  Henry  Earl  of  Kent,  who  died  in  1639,  have  only  memorials  on  the  floor; 
where  is  alfo  a figure  in  brafs,  removed,  probably,  from  the  nave  or  chancel,  of 
Henry,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Henry  Grey,  who  died  in  1545,  during  the  life-time  of  his 
father.  The  duke  of  Kent  built  three  additional  rooms,  in  which  are  the  monu- 
ments of  the  duke  himfelf,  who  died  in  1 740,  and  his  only  fon  Anthony,  Earl  of 
Harold,  who  died  in  1723,  with  their  effigies  in  white  marble  in  Roman  habits  ; his 
two  duchefies,  Jemima  Crew,  who  died  in  1738,  and  Lady  Sophia  Bentinck,  who 
died  in  1748  ; his  three  daughters,  Amabel  Lady  Glenorchy,  who  died  in  1727  ; 
Lady  Henrietta  De  Grey,  1717;  and  Lady  Anne  Cavendiffi,  1733,  with  their 
effigies  in  white  marble ; an  urn  to  the  memory  of  Lady  Mary  Gregory,  a fourth 
daughter,  who  died  in  1761  ; and  another  in  memory  of  the  late  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke,  who  died  in  1790.  In  the  chancel  is  the  effigies  in  brafs  of  Thomas  Hill, 
receiver-general  to  three  earls  of  Kent,  who  died  in  1628,  aged  101 
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The  great  tithed  of  Flitton,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Elftow,  are 
now  veiled,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  in  Chrift-Church  College, 
Oxford,  and  are  held  on  leafe  under  the  college  by  Lady  Lucas. 

Silfoe,  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  on  the  road  from  Luton  to  Bedford,  had  formerly 
a.  market  on , Tuefdays,  granted  in  1319  to  Ralph  Fitz-Richard,  then  lord  of  the 
manor,  together  with  a fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James  p,  This  fair 
is  ftiil  held  ; and  another  on  the  2 iff  of  September.  The  market  has  been  long 
difufed.  The  manor,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  belonged  to  a concubine 
of  Nigel  de  Albini.  It  has  long  been  in  the  family  of  Grey.  An  ancient  record 
fpeaks  of  the  manor  of  Blundell  in  Silfoe  % as  part  of  their  property,  but  the 
name  is  not  npw  known.  At  this  hamlet  is  a chapel  of  eafe.  The  altar-piece, 
reprefenting  the  Adoration  of  the  Shepherds,  was  painted  by  Mrs.  Mary  Lloyd,  and 
, given  by  her  to  the  chapel. 

Flitwick,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  about 
three  miles  fouth  of  Ampthill.  The  manor  of  Flitwick  was  anciently  in  the  Earls 
of  Albemarle r.  A moiety  of  it  paffed  afterwards  through  the  families  of  Flitwick. 
St.  Amand,  Cornwall  Lord  Fanhope,  and  Grey s Earl  of  Kent : by  the  latter  it 
was  conveyed  to  the  crown.  King  Charles  I.  having  fold  it  to  the  city  of  London, 
it  was  conveyed  in  16.39  by  the  city  truftees  to  Edward  Blofield  and  his  heirs. 
From  the  Blofields  this  manor  paffed  by  marriage  to  Benjamin  Rhodes  efq.  who  in 
1736  devifed  it  to  Humphrey  Dell,  M.  D.  Under  Dr.  Dell’s  will  it  was  enjoyed  by 
the  late  Jeffrey  Filher  efq.  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  now  by  George  Brooks  efq.  as 
hulband  of  Anne  daughter  of  Mr.  Filher,  and  relief  of  James  Heffe  efq.  The 
manor-houfe  is  occupied  by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Trevor.  The  other  moiety  of  the 
manor  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple ' ; and,  fince  the  reformation,  to  the  fami- 
lies ofMofsley,  Honey  wood,  and  Mildmay u.  It  isfuppofed  to  be  now  confolidated 
with  the  other.  The  great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple. 
They  are  now  held,  together  with  the  glebe-land,  which  confifts  of  95  acres,  3 
roods,  and  1 perches,  by  Mr.  Brooks,  on  a leafe  of  99  years  from  the  feoffees, 
in  truft  for  the  fchoolmafter  of  Holme,  the  mafter  of  the  free-fchool  at  Bigglef- 
wade,  the  vicar  of  Bigglefwade,  the  re&or  of  Connington,  and  the  vicar  of  St. 
Neot’s.  The  Earl  of  Offory  is  patron  of  the  vicarage  of  Flitwick. 

At  Rokefac,  or  Ruxox,  in  this  parilh,  was  a fmall  monaftery,  which  appears  to 
have  been  a cell  to  Dunftaple.  The  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas.de  Rokefac  was  built 
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by  Philip  de  Sannerville  about  the  year  1 1 70,  and  dedicated  by  Robert  de  Chefney, 
Bilhop  of  Lincoln  w.  The  fite  of  Rokefac  was  granted  by  William  Earl  of  Albe- 
marle, and  Hawife  his  wife,  to  the  canons  of  Dunftaple  and  the  canons  of  Rokefac x. 
Alexander,  canon  of  Rokefac,  is  mentioned  in  an  old  deed  in  the  cartulary  of 
Dunftaple  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  which  contains  feveral  grants  to  St.  Nicholas  of 
Rokefac.  Mention  is  made  in  the  chronicle  of  Dunftaple,  under  the  year  1205,  of 
fettling  about  the  prior  at  Rokefac.  Friar  Michael  de  Peck,  friar  John  de  Hal- 
lings,  and  others  of  the  houfehold  at  Rokefac,  are  mentioned  in  the  fame  chronicle 
under  the  year  1283.  It  is  probable  that  the  monks  were  removed  long  before  the 
reformation,  for  records  of  that  date  make  no  other  mention  of  RokeLc,  or  Ruxox, 
than  as  a manor  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple,  which  was  granted  in  1558 
to  the  family  of  Weft,  in  whom  it  continued  for  a confiderable  time.  In  1 704  it  was 
purchafed  of  the  heirs  female  of  their  fucceffors,  the  Blofields,  by  Lord  Bruce,  and  of 
his  family,  in  1738,  by  John  duke  of  Bedford;  from  whom  it  has  defcended  to  the 
prefent  duke.  The  fite  is  moated,  but  there  are  no  remains  of  the  ancient  buildings. 

The  manor  of  Preftley,  in  this  parilh,  was  purchafed  of  the  Jourdans  in  the  year 
1495,  by  the  family  of  Grey.  In  1541  Sir  James  Grey  conveyed  it  to  the 
crown.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1560,  granted  it  to  Richard  Champion  and  John 
Thompfon.  It  was  purchafed  of  the  Thompfon  family  by  the  Cuthberts,  from  whom 
it  palled,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Sheldons.  It  is  now  part  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s 
eftate,  having  been  purchafed  of  the  trullees  of  Colonel  Durham,  who  married  the 
daughter  of  Cuthbert  Sheldon  efq.  who  died  in  1764.  The  late  duke  kept  this 
eftate  in  his  own  hands  for  the  purpofe  of  his  agricultural  experiments. 

Goldington,  in  the  hundred  of  Barford,  is  fituated  nearly  two  miles  north-eaft 
of  Bedford.  The  Hazeldens  had  a manor  in  this  parilh  as  early  as  the  year  1432  y, 
which  continued  in  their  family  at  leaft  three  centuries.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
J.  Polhill  efq.  The  Goftwickes  had  another  manor  % which,  it  is  probable,  had 
been  in  the  Beauchamps  and  Mowbrays.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  duke  of 
' Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  1774. 
The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham.  After 
the  reformation,  they  were  many  years  in  the  Hazelden  family,  and  are  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Addington.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  vicarage, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  ancient 
family  of  the  Hazeldens : that  of  lateft:  date  is  the  tomb  of  James  Hazelden  gent, 
who  died  in  1732. 
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The  priory  of  Newenham,  above  mentioned,  was  fituated  in  this  pariih,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Oufe,  and  was  founded  by  Simon  de  Beauchamp,  who  removed  hither 
fome  canons  regular  from  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Paul  at  Bedford  a.  The  reve- 
nues of  this  priory. were  valued,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  at  293I.  5s.  1 id.  clear 
yearly  income.  After  the  diffolution,  the  manor  of  Newenham,  which  had  belonged 
to  the  prior y,  was  made  parcel  of  the  honour  of  Ampthill,  as  it  Hill  continues,  being 
on  leafe  to  the  duke  of  Bedford.  The  fite  of  the  priory  was  the  refidence  of  Sir 
Robert  Catlin,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench6,  who  died  in  1574;  and  was 
afterwards  the  property  of  William  Lord  Cobham c.  The  prefent  proprietor  is  Mrs. 
Mary  Bed.  There  are  no  remains  either  of  the  priory  or  manfion.  A wall  of 
brick,  with  a turret,  marks  the  fituation  of  a court,  which,  it  is  probable,  adjoined 
the  houfe. 

The  caftle-mill,  and  fite  of  Rifinghoe  caftle,  are  alfo  in  Goldington  pariih.  Ri- 
finghoe  caftle  is  fuppofed,  by  Leland,  to  have  belonged  to  the  Efpecs  ; but  it  feems 
more  probable  that  it  was  the  property  of  the  Beauchamps,  who  appear,  by  the 
Norman  furvey,  to  have  had  the  chief  property  in  this  pariih.  The  Efpecs  had  no 
lands  either  in  the  pariih  or  hundred.  Rifinghoe  mill  is  mentioned  in  a charter  of 
Thomas  Lord  Mowbray,  bearing  date  1391 d.  It  is  now  the  duke  of  Bedford’s.  The 
keep  of  the  caftle  is  of  confiderable  height,  and  adjoining  it  are  large  earth-works. 
The  duke  of  Bedford  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Putnoe,  or  Puttenhoe,  in  this  pariih, 
which  belonged  to  the  Beauchamps,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  Mowbrays  and  Goft- 
wicks.  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Warden  had  alfo  an  eftate  at  Puttenhoe.  King 
Henry  III.  granted  them  an,  annual  penfion  of  20  marks,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
exchequer,  as  a compenfation  for  the  damage  he  had  done  to  their  woods  at  Putten- 
hoe during  the  fiege  of  Bedford. 

Upper-Gravenhurst,  in  the  hundred  of  Flitt,  lies  about  three  miles  fouth- 
weft  of  Shefford.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Ramfey,  and  was  granted 
in  1 542  to  Sir  Henry  Grey,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  proprietor  Lady 
Lucas.  The  great  tithes  belong  to  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  The  benefice, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford,  is  a curacy  in  the  gift  of  the  parilhioners. 

Ion  houfe,  in  this  pariih,  was  fold  in  1639  by  William  Whitbread  gent,  anceftor 
of  the  prefent  member  for  Bedford,  to  William  Allayne,  whofe  daughter  and  heir 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  John  Sabine  efq.  created  a baronet  in  1672,  being 
defcribed  of  Ion-houfe,  which  he  fold  the  fame  year  to  Morgan  Hinde  efq.  of  whofe 
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family  it  was  pur  chafed,  in  1 724,  by  the  duke  of  Kent.  It  is  now  a farm  houfe,  the 
property  of  Lady  Lucas. 

Lower  Gravenhurst,  an  adjoining  village,  is  in  the  fame  hundred,  but  in  the 
deanery  of  Flitt.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  families  of  Bodes  % Zouche  f,  and 
Bilhemore g.  It  was  many  years  in  the  noble  family  of  Grey,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  their  reprefentative  Lady  Lucas.  The  church  was  built  by  Sir  Robert  de 
Bilhemore,  as  appears  by  a French  infeription  on  his  tomb,  without  date.  In  the 
porch  is  a coat  of  arms  fuppofed  to  be  his,  a bend  within  a border  engrailed.  In 
the  church  are  monuments  of  the  Pigots.  That  of  Benjamin  Pigot  efq.  who  died  in 
1606,  has  a genealogical  account  of  the  family.  His  mother  (the  daughter  of  Oliver 
St.  John  of  Bletfoe)  was  reliCl  of  Henry  Grey  efq.  who  died  in  1545,  during  his 
father’s  life-time,  and,  by  him,  mother  of  three  fucceffive  earls  of  Kent, — Reginald, 
Henry,  and  Charles.  Lower  Gravenhurft  is  a redory  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Harlington,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  about  two 
miles  north-eaft  of  Toddington.  The  manor  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Cainhoe 
belonging  to  the  Albinis,  under  whom  it  was  held  by  the  Pyrots h ; it  is  pro- 
bable, that  it  palled  afterwards  to  the  families  of  Pey  vre  or  Broughton ; for  it  is 
certain,  that  in  1561,  it  was  veiled  in  their  reprefentatives  the  Cheneys',  from 
whom  it  palTed,  by  marriage,  to  the  Wentworths,  and  under  the  will  of  Thomas 
Wentworth,  earl  of  Strafford,  who  died  in  1732,  to  the  prefent  proprietor  Henry 
Vernon  efq.  fon  of  Lady  Harriot  Vernon,  one  of  the  earl’s  daughters. 

Wood-end,  in  Harlington,  was  the  feat  of  a branch  of  the  Aftrey  family ; the 
firfh  who  fettled  there  was  a grandfon  of  Sir  Ralph  Aftrey,  lord  mayor  of  London, 
who  died  in  i494k.  Sir  James  Aftrey  of  Wood-end  was  a learned  lawyer,  and  pub- 
lilhed  an  edition  of  Spelman’s  Gloffary  with  his  life '.  After  the  death  of  the  late 
Dr.  Aftrey,  Wood-end  (which  fome  writers,  having  miftaken  it  for  Wood-end  in 
Cople,  have  erroneoully  deferibed  as  a feat  of  the  Lukes)  was  inherited  by  the 
prefent  proprietor,  Francis  Penyfton  efq.  of  Cornwell  in  the  county  of  Oxford.  The 
manor  of  Wadloes,  belonging  alfo  to  Mr.  Penyfton,  is  partly  in  this  parilh. 

The  Wingates  had  a feat  in  Harlington,  now  belonging  to  their  reprefentative, 
John  Wingate  Jennings  efq.  Edmund  Wingate  the  arithmetician,  who  was  fent 
to  France  to  teach  the  princefs  Henrietta  Maria  (afterwards  the  queen  of  Charles  I.) 
Englifh,  was  of  this  family.  He  reftded  at  Harlington  during  the  protectorate  of 
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Cromwell.  In  the  year  1 654,  his  name  occurs  in  the  Ampthill  regifter,  atteiling 
marriages  as  a juflice  of  peace. 

Ralph  Pyrot  gave  the  church  of  Harlington  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Dun- 
ftaple  ra,  to  whom  the  great  tithes  were  appropriated.  They  are  now  the  property 
of  Mr.  Vernon,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials 
of  the  Altreys. 

Harold,  a fmall  market  town  on  the  Oufe,  bordering  on  Northamptonlhire, 
lies  in  the  hundred  of  Willey,  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  about  nine  miles  from 
Bedford.  The  market  is  held  on  Thurfday,  but  is  fo  inconfiderable  that  it 
fcarcely  deferves  the  name ; and  indeed,  Harold  has  been  overlooked  by  mod; 
writers  who  have  enumerated  the  market  towns  of  this  county.  The  number 
of  houfes  in  the  parifh,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  under 
the  Population  Aft  in  1801,  was  155,  of  inhabitants  763.  The  knights 
templars n,  and  the  family  of  Pabenham  °,  appear  to  have  been  the  principal  land 
owners  in  this  parifh,  in  the  thirteenth,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century.  As  early  as  the  year  1324,  the  manor  was  in  the  noble  family  of  Greyp. 
When  Henry  de  Grey,  earl  of  Kent,  was  created  a marquis  in  1706,  he  took 
his  fecond  title  from  this  place ; his  fon  Anthony,  earl  of  Harold,  who  died  in 
his  father’s  life-time,  was  the  only  perfon  by  whom  it  was  enjoyed.  The  manor  is 
the  property  of  Lady  Lucas  as  reprefentative  of  the  Greys. 

Sampfon  le  Fort,  in  the  year  1 1 50,  founded  a priory  at  Harold,  in  honour  of 
St.  Peter,  for  canons  and  nuns  of  the  order  of  St.  Nicholas  of  Arrouafia,  but  it  was 
afterwards  occupied  by  a priorefs  and  a few  nuns  of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin.  Its 
revenues,  when  fupprelfed,  were  eftimated  at  40I.  1 8s.  2d.  clear  yearly  value.  The 
fite  was  granted,  in  1 544,  to  William  Lord  Parr,  and  again,  in  1 5 55,  to  John  Cheney 
and  William  Duncombe  q.  It  is  now  a farm  houfe,  the  property  of  Lady  Lucas. 
The  only  part  of  the  conventual  building  which  remains,  is  the  refeftory,  now  a 
barn,  and  known  by  the  name -of  the  Hall-barn. 

In  the  parilh  church,  which  has  a handfome  Gothic  fpire,  are  memorials  of  the 
families  of  Boteler  and  Alfton  ; a monument  (with  her  buft)  of  Mrs.  Jolliffe,  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Crew  ; and  the  tomb  of  Mrs.  Mead,  daughter  of  Sir  Rowland  Alfton  of 
Odell,  and  widow  of  Dr.  Mead  the  celebrated  phyfician,  who  refided  at  the  large 
houfe  near  the  church,  which  devolved  to  him  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  was  in- 
herited by  his  fon.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  Robert  Garftin  efq.  The  great  tithes 
of  Harold  were  appropriated  to  the  priory : the  prefent  proprietor  of  the  reftorial 

m C'hron.  Dimlt.  n Cart.  53  Hen.  III.  4 Cart.  5 Edw.  II.  f Efch.  17  Edw.  II. 
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eflate  is  Grove  Spurgeon  Farrer  efq.  The  parifh  has  been  exonerated  from  tithes, 
in  confequence  of  the  inclofure,  for  which  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  in  1797. 
The  vicar  has  a fmall  allotment  of  glebe  under  this  aft,  and  a corn-rent  in  lieu 
of  his  farther  interefl  in  the  tithes.  The  parifh  was  then  computed  to  contain  3300 
acres.  Lady  Lucas  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage. 

There  is  a bridge  over  the  Oufe  at  Harold,  with  a long  caufeway. 

Hatley-Port,  or  Cockayne-Hatley,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and 
deanery  of  Shefford,  is  a fmall  village  two  miles  from  Potton,  on  the  borders  of 
Cambridgefhire.  It  was  anciently  the  eflate  of  the  Argentiens  and  Bryans  r.  Sir 
John  Cockayne,  lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  who  died  in  1427,  became 
pofTeffed  of  this  manor,  and  made  it  his  country-feat s.  From  his  family  the  vil- 
lage obtained  the  appellation,  which  diftinguifhes  it  from  fome  neighbouring  parifhes 
likewife  named  Hatley  in  Cambridgefhire.  The  manor  has  lately  paffed  by  marriage 
to  the  family  of  Cuff,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Cockayne  Cuff.  In 
the  nave  of  the  parifh  church  is  an  altar-tomb,  firipped  of  its  brafs  plates, 
faid  to  be  the  monument  of  Chief  Baron  Cockayne.  There  are  feveral  memorials 
of  this  family,  from  the  year  1 527  to  1739.  In  the  north  aifle  is  a monument  of 
Sir  Patrick  Home,  who  married  one  of  the  Cockaynes,  and  died  in  1627. — 
Mrs.  Cuff  is  patronefs  of  the  reftory. 

Hawnes  or  Haynes,  anciently  IIagnes,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Flitt, 
lies  about  five  miles  from  Shefford,  and  about  fix  and  a half  from  Bedford.  The 
manor  was  part  of  the  large  poffeffions  of  the  Beauchamps,  and  paffed  from  them, 
by  inheritance,  to  the  Mowbrays '.  It  is  probable  that  the  marquis  of  Berkeley, 
who  inherited  large  property  from  the  Mowbrays,  gave  it,  as  he  did  feveral  other 
eftates,  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray  5 for  it  appears,  that  Sir  Reginald’s  great-nephew, 
Sir  Edward  Bray,  fold  it  in  1563  to  Robert  Newdigate  efq. u.  Queen  Anne, 
confort  of  James  I.  was  entertained  by  Sir  Robert  Newdigate  at  Hawnes,  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  1605,  the  king  being  then  at  Sir  Edmund  Conquefl’s  at 
Houghton  ; on  the. 30th,  the  king  and  queen,  with  the  whole  court,  attended  divine 
fervice  at  Hawnes  church  w.  After  the  death  of  Sir  Robert  Newdigate  in  1613, 
Hawnes  is  fuppofed  to  have  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Lukes  of  Cople,  who  appear 

' Cart.  1 Edw.  IT.  and  the  Nomina’Viilarum  in  the  Briti/h  Mufeum,  No.  6281.  Harl.  MSS, 

5 Bedford/hire  Pedigrees  in  the  Briti/h  Mufeum. 

' Dugdale’s  Baronage  and  Efch.  Ed.  III. — Hen.  VI. 

u Papers  in  the  poffelfion  of  William  Bray  efq. 
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to  have  refided  here  occafionally,  from  1626  to  1654*.  After  this  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Sir  Humphrey  Wynch,  who,  in  1667,  fold  it  to  Sir  George  Carteret. 
Sir  George  was,  in  1681,  created  Baron  Carteret  of  Hawnes ; and  his  lady  (being 
heirefs  of  John  Granville,  earl  of  Bath),  was  in  1714,  created  Countefs  Granville. 
Thefe  titles  became  extinft  in  1 776,  on  the  death  of  Richard,  the  fecond  Earl 
Granville ; when  Henry  Frederick,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Vifcount  Weymouth, 
inheriting  this  and  other  his  eflates,  took  the  name  of  Carteret,  and,  in  1 784,  was 
created  Baron  Carteret  of  Hawnes. 

Hawnes  houfe,  which  confifts  of  two  quadrangles,  has  been  modernized,  and 
in  great  part  rebuilt  by  the  prefent  Lord  Carteret.  Among  the  pictures  are  por- 
traits of  Margaret,  countefs  of  Lenox  j Rembrandt’s  mother y;  Sir  George  and 
lady  Carteret ; John  earl  Granville,  &c.  At  the  foot  of  the  great  flair-cafe  is  an 
ancient  view  of  Longleat,  the  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath.  In  the  church  is  a 
monument  of  Anthony  Newdigate,  one  of  the  commiffioners  for  the  fale  of  abbey 
lands,  who  died  in  1 568  ; and  memorials  for  Sir  John  Ofborn,  bart.  of  Chickfand,, 
who  died  in  1699,  and  others  of  that  family.  Hawnes  is  alfo  the  burial-place  of 
the  Carterets,  but  there  are  no  memorials  for  them  in  the  church. 

The  church  of  Hawnes  was  given  by  Simon  de  Beauchamp  to  the  priory  of 
Chickfand,  and  the  advowfon  having  paffed,  with  other  eflates  of  that  monaflery, 
to  the  Ofborns,  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  George  Ofborn  of  Chickfand.  The 
vicarage  is  endowed.  Thomas  Brightman,  author  of  a Treatife  on  the  Revelations, 
which  attracted  much  notice  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  was  vicar  of  Hawnes. 
He  died  in  1 607. 

Henlow,  in,  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half  to  the  eaft 
of  Shefford.  There  are  three  manors  in  this  parifh,  one  of  which  was  for  many  gene- 
rations in  the  noble  family  of  Grey z,  and  is  now  the  property  of  their*  reprefenta- 
tive  Lady  Lucas.  It  was  held  under  the  barony  of  Odell.  Another,  called  Henlow 
Lanthony,  was  as  early  as  the  year  1293  part  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  priory  of 
Lanthony  near  Gloucefler3.  Sir  John  Clarke  died  feifed  of  this  manor  in  1614, 
leaving  two  daughters  co-heirs,  from  one  of  whom  it  is  probable  it  paffed  to  the 
family  of  Edunrds,  who  have  poflfefifed  it  for  feveral  generations.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Edwards,  widow.  A third  manor,  called  Henlow-War- 
den,  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  that  name.  It  has  long  been  in  the  Edwards  family, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  George  Edwards  efq.  fon  of  Mrs.  Edwards  above- 
mentioned.  In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  monuments  of  this  family.  The 

x Parifh  Regifter. 

y The  fame  perfon  whofe  portrait  was  engraved  for  Pennant’s  tour  to  Scotland,  under  the  erroneous 
appellation  of  the  Countefs  of  Defmond.  * Efch.  Rich.  II,,  &c.  * Cart.  2?  Edw.  I, 
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great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  Julian,  near 
St.  Alban’s.  When  the  parifh  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  in  1795, 
the  vicar,  who  was  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  great  tithes,  had  a corn-rent  afligned 
him,  and  a fmall  allotment  of  land,  the  remainder  of  the  land  allotted  in  lieu  of 
tithes  was  afligned  to  the  Edwards  family.  The  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  gift  of 
the  crown,  is  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford. 

Higham-Gobion,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  a fmall  village  about  nine 
miles  from  Luton,  a little  to  the  eaft  of  the  road  to  Bedford,  derived  its  additional 
name  from  the  family  of  Gobion,  to  whom  the  manor  belonged  from  an  early  - 
period  till  the  year  1301  c,  when  it  pafled  by  marriage  to  the  Botelers,  in  whofe 
pofleflion  it  continued  for  many  generations.  Their  arms  are  ftill  to  be  feen  over 
the  parlour  fire-place  in  the  manor-houfe,  now  a farm.  Sir  Henry  Boteler  of 
Higham-Gobion  died  in  1608,  leaving  afon,  Sir  John d.  William  Langley  efq. 
became  poflefljed  of  this  eftate  in  1639.  In  1641  he  was  created  a baronet,  being 
defcribed  of  Higham-Gobion.  His  fon,  Sir  Roger,  in  1657,  fold  the  manor  to 
Arabella,  countefs  of  Kent,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lady  Lucas. 

This  place  was  the  refidence  of  the  learned  Dr.  Caftell,  author  of  the  Polyglott 
Bible,  who  lived  here  in  obfcure  retirement,  till  he  fell  a viftim  to  his  intenfe 
application  to  ftudy,  which  a fhort  time  before  -his  death  deprived  him  of  his  eye- 
fight.  Dr.  Caftell  was  buried  in  Higham-Gobion  church,  where  is  a monument 
to  his  memory,  with  the  following  infcription  : “ Edmundus  Caftell,  S.T.D.  Regis 
Majeftati  Carolo  II.  a facris,  Ecclefis  Chrifti  Cantuarenfis  Canonicus,  Linguae 
Arabicae  apud  Cantabrigienfes  Profefior,  Regalis  Societatis  Socius,  author  Lexicon 
Heptaglotti,  necnon  hujus  ecclefiae  Reftor.  Mortalitatis  quod  reliquum  eft  tarn 
ipfi  quam  leftiflimae  ejus  conjugi  Domins  Elizabeths  Bettefworth,  Petri  Bettef- 
worth  miiitis  aurati  primo  relifts,  deinde  Joannis  Harris  Arm.  (cujus  filius 
Willielmus  una  cum  filia  ejus  Elizabetha  hie  jacent)  Anno  JEtat.  Edmundi  68, 
Ds.  Elizabeths  64 — Anno  Chrifti  1674. — Yivus  hie  legat  humandum.”  The 
advowfon  of  the  reftory  is  vefted  in  Richard  Lee  efq.  as  truftee  for  the  children  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Mead  of  Dunftaple,  who  is  the  prefent  incumbent. 

Hockliffe,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  is  a great 
thoroughfare  on  the  ancient  Watling-ftreet,  now  the  high  road  from  London  to 
Chefter.  At  this  village,  which  is  about  five  miles  beyond  Dunftaple,  the  great  road 
through  Woburn  to  Manchefter  and  Liverpool  branches  off.  Its  fituation  is  low, 

c Efch.  29  Edw.  I.  '*  MS.  Diary  of  Thomas  Archer,  reftor  of  Houghton-Conqueft. 
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which  was  the  occafion  of  its  having  acquired  the  appellation  of  Hockliffe,  or 
Hockley  in  the  Hole  ; it  was  noted  for  its  miry  road,  which  of  late  years  has 
been  much  improved.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of  Woburn e.  In 
1615,  it  was  granted  to  Thomas  Hillerfden  efq.  and  in  1712,  was  purchafed  of 
his  defcendants  by  Allen  Lord  Bathurft,  who,  in  1718,  fold  it  to  John  Reynal  efq. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Francis  Moore  efq.  of  Egginton,  in  right  of  his  wife, 
who  was  relidt  of  the  late  J.  S.  W.  Reynal  efq.  In  the  parifh  church,  which  hands 
on  a hill  at  fome  diftance  from  the  high  road,  are  tombs  of  the  family  of  Gilpin,  one 
of  whom,  Robert  Gilpin,  died  redtor  of  the  parifh,  in  1640  : his  wife  furvived  him  50 
years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  97.  Richard  Gilpin  efq.  is  now  patron  of  the  redory. 
There  was  an  ancient  hofpital  at  Hockliffe,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  of 
which  there  are  no  remains.  It  exifted  as  early  as  the  reign  of  king  John  f. 

Holwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  is  a fmall  village 
on  the  borders  of  Hertfordfhire,  about  three  miles  from  Hitchin,  a little  to  the 
weft  of  the  road  from  that  town  to  Shefford.  Henry  Spigurnell  had  a charter  of 
free-warren  in  Holwell,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  The  manor  was  foon  afterwards 
in  the  family  of  Malore g.  On  the  attainder  of  Sir  Robert  Belknap,  one  of  the 
juftices  of  the  common  pleas  in  1392,  being  then  parcel  of  his  eftate,  it  was 
granted  to  John  de  Burton  and  others h,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Kyn- 
bell  ‘.  Not  many  years  ago  it  was  in  the  Forefters,  from  whom,  either  by  purchafe 
or  inheritance,  it  palled  to  Baldwin  Leighton  efq.  who,  in  1765,  fold  it  to  the  late 
John  Radcliffe  efq.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Frances 
Radcliffe  his  widow.  The  manor  is  ftyled  Holwell  the  Great,  otherwife  Holwell 
and  Codicot.  The  advowfon  of  the  redtory,  which  belonged  alfo  to  the  late  John 
Radcliffe  efq.  was  purchafed  in  1673,  by  his  anceftor  Sir  Ralph  Radcliffe  of  the 
Nodes,  who  were  for  a fhort  time  proprietors  of  the  manor.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Delme  Radcliffe,  who  married  Mifs  Clarke,  the  niece  and  heirefs  of 
the  late  John  Radcliffe  efq.  The  parifh  of  Holwell  has  been  inclofed  by  an  adt 
of  Parliament  paffed  in  1802,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  redlor 
in  lieu  of  tithes.  Mark  Hilderfley,  bifhop  of  Sodor  and  Man,  was  redtor  of  this 
parifh  35  years* 

Houghton-Conquest,  which  lies  in  the  hundred  of  Redborn-ftoke,  and 
deanery  of  Bedford,  about  two  miles  and  a half  north-eaft  of  Ampthill,  takes  its 

* Cooper’s  Hiftory  of  Odell  in  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  f Tanner. 
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additional  name  from  the  ancient  family  of  Conqueft,  who  were  poffeffed  of  the 
manor  before  the  year  12981.  The  male  line  of  this  family  became  extindl  in 
Benedict  Conqueft  efq.  (father  of  the  prefent  Lady  Arundel),  of  whom  this  manor 
was  purchafed  by  the  late  Earl  of  Upper  Oflory  in  1 741.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
the  prefent  earl.  The  feat  of  the  Conquefts  was  called  Houghton-Bury,  or  Con- 
queft-Bury.  In  1605,  king  James  paid  a vifit  to  Sir  Edmund  Conqueft,  and  flept 
at  Houghton  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July,  the  queen  being  at  the  fame  time  at 
Sir  Richard  Newdigate’s,  at  Hawnes.  On  the  28th,  it  being  the  feaft  day  at 
Houghton,  the  king  with  his  court,  confifting  of  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Earls  of 
Northampton,  Suffolk,  Salifbury,  Devonfhire,  and  Pembroke,  the  Lords  Knollys, 
Wotton,  and  Stanhope,  and  Bifhop  Watfon,  his  almoner,  attended  divine  fervice  at 
the  parifh  church  m. ' The  little  that  remains  of  the  old  manfion  at  Houghton-Bury 
is  now  a farm  houfe  ; the  building  is  of  brick  and  timber  ; the  eaves  are  ornamented 
with  grotefque  figures  carved  in  wood. 

Another  manor  in  this  parifh  belonged  to  the  barons  St.  Amand,  and  was  held 
in  dower  by  Eleanor  Lady  St.  Amand",  who,  in  1415,  petitioned  parliament  againft 
Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin,  for  redrefs  on  account  of  feveral  outrages  committed  in  her 
park  at  Ampthill  and  elfewhere  °.  From  this  lady  the  manor  acquired  the  name 
of  Dame-Ellenfbury  Manor. — It  paffed,  with  other  eftates  that  had  been  in  the  St. 
Amands,  to  Lord  Fanhope,  and  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Sir  William  Gaf- 
coigne,  who  furrendered  it  to  the  king  in  1538.  From  this  time  the  hiftory  of 
Dame-Ellenfbury  manor  and  Dame-Ellenfbury  park,  or  Houghton  park,  are  fome- 
what  different  till  they  were  again  united  in  the  Bruce  family.  The  Manor  was 
retained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  till  granted  by  king  Charles  I.  to  Ditchfield 
and  others,  who  in  1630,  conveyed  it  to  Sir  Francis  Clerke:  Sir  Francis  died  in 
1632,  and  his  reprefentatives  not  long  afterwards  fold  it  to  the  Pigots,  from  whom 
it  paffed  again  by  purchafe,  in  1665,  to  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury  p. 

Houghton  park,  otherwife  Dame-Ellenfbury  park,  was  occupied  in  the  early 
part  of  king  James’s  reign  by  Sir  Edmund  Conqueft,  as  keeper.  In  1615,  he  made  v 
over  his  intereft  in  it  to  Matthew  Lifter  and  Leonard  Welftead,  truftees  for  the 
celebrated  Mary  countefs  of  Pembroke q,  “ Sidney’s  filler,  Pembroke’s  mother,” 
who  holding  the  park  under  the  crown  in  her  widowhood,  built  a fplendid  man- 
fion of  which  the  fhell  now  remains.  In  1630,  Houghton  park  was  granted  in 
fee  to  Lord  Bruce r,  and  was  for  a confiderable  time  the  country-feat  of  his 
defendants,  who  were  Earls  of  Elgin  and  Aylefbury.  Here  the  celebrated  Chrif- 
tian  Countefs  of  Devonfhire,  fpent  three  years  in  retirement  at  the  houfe  of  her 

1 Efch.  26  Edw.  I.  m Mr.  Archer’s  Notes  in  the  parifh  regifler.  n See  Cl.  19  H.  VI 

• Rot.  Pari.  IV.  92.  f Duke  of  Bedford’s  Records.  q Ibid.  1 Ibid. 
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brother  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter  in  1651,  “ lightening,”  as 
the  author  of  her  life  obferves,  <{  her  griefs  and  her  expences.”  But  even  in  this 
retirement,  her  ardent  loyalty  expofed  her  to  fome  rifles ; a troop  of  horfe  being 
ordered  to  fetch  her  from  hence  up  to  London,  at  the  time  that  the  countefs  of 
Carlifle  was  imprifoned  in  the  tower ; but  die  efcaped  the  danger  by  a bribe  bellowed 
on  one  of  the  council  of  Hate.  In  1738,  John  Duke  of  Bedford  purchafed  Hough- 
ton  park,  with  the  manor  of  Dame-Ellenfbury,  of  the  Earl  of  Aylelbury ; and  in 
1801,  in  confequence  of  an  exchange  with  the  late  Duke,  they  both  became  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Olfory.  Houghton-park  houfe  was  fitted  up  for  the  Mar- 
quis of  Taviltock,  father  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  redded  there  till 
his  untimely  death ; after  which,  it  was  for  a fhort  time  occupied  by  Lord 
Offory,  as  tenant : it  has  never  fince  been  inhabited.  In  1794,  it  was  unroofed 
and  reduced  to  a fhell  by  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  moll  of  the  materials 
were  ufed  in  building  the  Swan  inn  at  Bedford. 

Fuller  and  fome  other  writers  have  called  this  manfion  Amp  thill  Houfe.  It  mud  be 
obferved,  that  in  his  time  there  was  no  capital  manfion  in  Ampthill  park,  and  that 
part  of  Houghton-park  houfe  dands  within  the  parifh  of  Ampthill.  On  the  north 
front  of  this  houfe  was  a lozenge  Ihield  with  the  arms  and  quarterings  of  Sydney, 
and  an  earl’s  coronet ; on  the  fouth  front  there  dill  remain,  on  the  frieze,  various 
monagrams  and  devices  of  the  families  of  Sydney  and  Dudley.  The  ruins  of  the 
houfe  dand  on  an  elevated  fpot  at  the  end  of  an  avenue,  which  reaches  into  the 
vale  of  Bedford. 

In  Houghton  park  they  fhew  a tree  under  which  Sir  Philip  Sydney  is  faid  to  have 
written  fome  of  his  works ; but  it  is  evident  that  the  tradition  is  totally  void  of 
foundation,  fince  Sir  Philip  died,  many  years  before  his  fider,  the  Countefs  of 
Pembroke,  had  any  property  or  intered  in  Houghton  park. 

Lord  Offory  has  another  edate  in  this  parilh,  called  the  Manor  of  Houghton- 
Plow-end,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading,  and  after  the 
reformation  to  the  Gonqueds. 

An  edate  in  this  parifh  called  the  Manor  of  Hcughton-Conqued,  or  Bryttons, 
alias  Groves  in  Houghton-Conqued,  was  the  property  of  Lord  Wenlock,  after 
whofe  death  it  paffed  to  the  Rotherams,  and  at  a later  period  was,  together  with 
another  edate  in  this  parifh,  called  the  Manor  of  Flamwells,  in  the  family  of  Wylde. 
Sir  Edmund  Wylde  died  feifed  of  them  in  1620  \ They  are  now  the  property  of 
Dr.  Macqueen  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  and  heir  of  the  late  Thomas 
Potter  efq.  one  of  his  majedy’s  judices  for  Wales. 
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The  manor  of  Beadlow,  partly  in  this  parilh  and  partly  in  Clophill,  belonged  for 
many  years  to  the  Charnocks  of  Hulcote ; from  them  it  paffed  by  marriage  to 
the  Herveys  of  Chilton  in  Buckinghamlhire,  in  the  reprefentatives  of  which  family 
it  is  now  veiled. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Conquell  family.  In  the  chan- 
cel is  the  monument  of  Thomas  Archer,  redlor  of  Iioughton-Conquell,  inllituted 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  inferted  various  hiftorical  notes  in  the  parilh 
regifter  and  in  a large  note  book,  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  prefent  re£tor,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Pearce,  Mailer  of  Jefus  College  in  Cambridge.  It  appears,  from  thefe  notes, 
that  he  preached  before  the  king  at  Hawnes,  July  30,  1605,  on  the  following 
fingular  text  from  the  Song  of  Solomon.  “ Take  us  the  foxes,  the  little  foxes 
which  dellroy  the  grapes,  for  our  vines  have  fmall  grapes.’*  The  fermon,  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed,  pleafed  his  majelty,  for  the  preacher  was  immediately  afterwards  fworn 
one  of  his  chaplains  in  ordinary.  He  preached  before  the  king  and  queen  at 
Toddington,  July  24,  1608,  and  before  the  king  at  Bletfoe,  July  26,  1612. 
“Anno  1623,”  fays  Mr.  Archer  in  the  parilh  regiller,  “I  caufed  my  grave  to  be 
made  with  brick,  and  I made  my  coffin  whereon  are  fet  thefe  figures  1623.”  The 
following  epitaph  is  of  his  own  writing  : 

“ Inftruxi  vivens  multos 
Nunc  inftruo  cunftos 
Quod  ftruit  una  dies 
Deilruit  una  dies. 

Sic  fpeciofa  ruit 
Spatiofi  fabrica  mundi 
Sic  oritur,  moritur, 

Vermis,  inermis,  homo. 

O me  felicem 

Qui  carnis  fafce  folutus  v 

Mutavi  veris  vitrea 
Vana  bonis. 

Fui  Thomas  Archer 
Capellanus  Regis  Jacobi 
Redlor  hujus  ecclefias 
per  annos  XLI. 

In  vita  hoc  polui 
Anno  Domini  MDCXXIX. 

Anno  JEtatis  LXXVI 
Veniet  qui  me  in  lucem 
reponet  dies. 

The  effigies  of  the  deceafed,  who  died  in  163T,  is  reprefented  in  canonicals,  in  his 
pulpit,  with  a culhion  and  book  before  him.  In  the  chancel  is  the  monument  alfo 
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of  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  re&or  of  Houghton,  editor  of  Hudibras,  and  a commentator 
on  Shakfpere,  with  the  following  infcription  : 

“ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Zachary  Grey,  L.L.D.  late  redtor  of  this  parifh,  who  with  zeal 
undilfembled  ferved  his  God,  with  love  and  affedbion  endeared  himfelf  to  his  family,  with  fincerity 
unaffected  promoted  the  interefl  of  his  friends,  and  with  real  charity  and  extenfive  humanity  be- 
haved towards  all  mankind.  He  died,  Nov.  25,  1766,  aged  78.” 

The  church  of  Houghton  was  formerly  divided  into  two  portionable  parfonages, 
called  Houghton-Franchife,  and  Houghton-Gildable.  There  were  two  parfonage 
'houfes,  one  of  which  was  moated  ; the  parfonages  were  united  by  the  King’s  fpecial 
command  in  1 637  into  one  redtory  called  Houghton-Conqueft,  to  which  Edward 
Martin  was  then  inducted  as  the  firft  redtor  l.  The  advowfon  was  fold  by  the 
Conquefts  to  St.  John’s  College  in  Cambridge. 

A free-fchool  and  alms-houfe  were  founded  at  Houghton-Conqueft  by  Sir  Francis 
Clerke,  the  great  benefactor  to  Sidney  Suflex  College  in  Cambridge,  who  had  a 
feat  in  this  parilh,  and  died  there  in  1632.  The  mafter’s  falary  is  1 61.  per  annum, 
and  the  poor  people,  who  are  fix  in  number,  have  81.  divided  between  them,  under 
Sir  Francis  Clerke’s  will.  Edmund  Wylde  efq.  in  1691,  left  the  fum  of  140I.  for 
the  purchafe  of  lands,  the  profits  of  which  are  to  be  appropriated  to  the  repairs  of 
the  fchool  and  alms-houfe,  the  overplus  to  be  divided  among  the  fix  poor  people. 

Houghton-Regis,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  lies  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  Dunftaple,  on  the  road  to  Toddington.  The  manor  was  anciently,  as  the  name 
of  the  place  imports,  part  of  the  royal  demefne.  At  a very  early  period  it  became 
the  property  of  the  Cantilupes,  barons  of  Bergavenny  u.  From  them  it  paffed  by  a 
female  heir  to  the  Zouches  of  Harringworth,  who  became  pofiefled  of  it  in  1273  w. 
It  was  afterwards  in  the  Brays ; Sir  Edward  Bray  conveyed  it  in  1 567*  to  Lewis  Mont- 
gomery, and  Jane  his  wife  y.  In  the  early  part  of  the  1 7th  century,  this  manor 
belonged  to  the  Egertons,  Earls  of  Bridgwater2.  In  1653,  it  became  the  property 
of  the  Brandreths ; and  now  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather 
purchafed  it  of  the  Brandreths  in  1750.  The  Duke  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Sewell 
in  this’ parifh,  which  was  included  in  the  fame  purchafe.  It  was  formerly  the  feat 
of  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  and  afterwards  belonged  to  the  Dyves.  It  is  now 
a farm-houfe.  The  Brandreths  bought  it,  with  the  advowfon  of  Houghton-Regis, 
of  Sir  Lewis  Dyve,  of  Bromham,  an  officer  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  I.  There  is  an 

' Parifh  Regifter.  u Chron.  Dunft.  and  Dugdale’s  Baronage.  Ibid. 

x 20th  November,  9 Elizabeth.  y Papers  communicated  by  William  Bray  efq.  F.A.S. 

2 Duke  of  Bedford’s  Papers. 
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ancient  monument  in  Houghton  church,  with  the  effigies  of  a man  in  armour,  under 
a rich  Gothic  arch,  which  has  the  arms  of  Sewell ; a chevron  between  three  butter- 
flies. There  are  feveral  memorials  alfo  for  the  Brandreths.  Henry  Brandreth 
efq.  the  reprefentative  of  that  family,  has  a feat  at  Houghton,  and  poffeffes  the  impro- 
priate redory  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dunflaple,  to  which  monaf- 
tery  they  were  confirmed  by  King  Henry  II.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunflaple.  This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
ad  of  parliament  patted  in  1796,  when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  to  the 
impropriator  and  vicar  in  lieu  of  tithes.  The  commons  and  waftes  in  the  parifh  were 
then  computed  at  4000  acres. 

Hulcote,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  is  a very  fmall 
village  on  the  borders  of  Buckinghamfhire,  about  1 1 miles  South  Weft  of  Bedford. 
The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  the  Firmbands  and  Wydvilles3,  and  at  a later 
period  to  a branch  of  the  Charnocks  of  Lancafhire,  who  fettled  at  Hulcote  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VII.  or  Henry  VIII.b  John  Charnock  efq.  of  Hulcote, was  created 
a Baronet  in  1661.  The  title  became  extind  by  the  death  of  Sir  Villiers  Charnock 
in  1779.  In  confequence  of  the  marriage  of  two  of  his  fillers  with  the  Herveys  of 
Chilton  in  Buckinghamfhire,  the  manor  of  Hulcote  is  now  the  joint  property  of  five 
ladies  of  that  family.  The  old  manor  houfe,  built  by  Richard  Charnock,  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  has  lately  been  pulled  down.  This  Richard  Charnock 
was  three  times  fheriff  for  the  county  ; he  rebuilt  the  parifh  church  of  Hulcote 
at  his  own  expence,  as  appears  by  the  infcription  on  his  monument.  There  are 
feveral  other  memorials  for  the  family  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Barbara  Hervey,  who 
is  one  of  the  joint  proprietors  of  the  manor,  is  foie  patronefs  of  the  redory,  which 
is  united  with  that  of  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Salford. 

Husborn -Crawley,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies 
on  the  borders  of  Buckinghamfhire,  about  eleven  miles  north-weft  of  Bedford.  In 
the  chronicle  of  Dunflaple,  Hufborn,  or  Huffeborn,  and  Crawley,  feem  to  be 
fpoken  of  as  two  places c,  although  one  parifh,  the  church  being  at  Hufborn.  The 
manor  belonged  anciently  to  the  Earls  of  2\lbemarle,  and  afterwards  to  the  families 
of  Flitwick J and  Finaunce e.  In  the  feventeenth  century  it  was  in  the  Thompfons. 
In  1691,  it  was  purchafed  of  Sir  John  Thompfon,  by  John  Lowe;  and  in  1721, 
of  Francis  Lowe  efq.  by  Wriothefly,  Duke  of  Bedford  f,  from  whom  it  has  de- 

0 Cart.  21  Edward  I.  and  Cart.  39  Edward  III.  b Baronetage.  c See  particularly  Anno  1231. 

6 Chron.  Dunft.  * Efch.  ,37  Henry  VI.  f Duke  of  Bedford’s  Records. 
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fcended  to  the  prefent  Duke.  In  the  church  is  a handfome  monument,  with  the 
effigies  of  a knight  in  armour,  and  his  lady,  under  a canopy  fupported  by  Doric 
columns : it  has  no  infcription,  but  by  the  arms  appears  to  be  that  of  one  of  the 
Thompfon  family.  The  impropriate  reftory  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple,  were  purchafed  of  the  Thompfons,  by 
the  anceftors  of  the  Rev.  E.  Williamfon,  who  conveyed  them  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford  in  1795.  The  fame  year  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  for  inclofmg  the  parifh, 
when  an  allotment  was  affigned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes.  In  1796,  this 
vicarage  (which  was  endowed  in  1220,  as  appears  by  the  chronicle  of  Dunftaple) 
was  confolidated  with  Afpley-Guife. 

* 

KEMPSTON,in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke,  lies  about  three  miles  north-weft  of 
Bedford.  The  manor  of  Kempfton-Daubeny,  which  has  been  commonly  deemed  the 
paramount  manor,  was  granted  in  1309  to  John  de  Britannia,  Earl  of  Richmond  g, 
and  in  1337,  to  William  Daubeny  h.  This  manor,  which  appears  to  have  been 
afterwards  in  the  Brays  ’,  together  with  another  manor,  which  paffed  by  an  heir 
female  from  the  family  of  Fifher  to  the  St.  Johns,  and  has  been  known  by  the  name 
of  Kempfton-Filhers,  and  Kempfton-St.  Johns k,  were  both  in  the  feventeenth 
century  in  the  family  of  Snagg,  of  whom  they  were  purchafed,  early  in  the  laft 
century,  by  the  anceftor  of  Robert  Dennis  efq.  of  Kempfton,  the  prefent  proprietor. 

Another  manor  called  Kempfton-Greys,  otherwife  Haftinglbury,  was  parcel  of 
the  dower  of  Maud,  Countefs  of  Huntingdon,  and  afterwards  of  her  daughter-in- 
law,  Helen,  Countefs  of  Chefter,  having  been  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Brus, 
Baliol,  and  Haftings,  who  married  the  co-heireffes  of  John  Earl  of  Chefter ', 
it  paffed  from  the  latter  by  a female  heir  to  the  Greys.  In  the  reign  of  James  I. 
it  was  the  property  of  Sir  Edward  Cater,  of  whofe  reprefentatives  it  has  been  lately 
purchafed  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  William  Long  efq. 

William  de  Bohun  had  free  warren  in  ITardwyck,  a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  in 
1328  After  the  attainder  of  his  defcendant  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  1460, 


E Cart.  2 Edward  III.  h Pat.  11  Edward  III. 

1 Sir  Edward  Bray  was  poffeffed  of  it  9 Eliz.  It  had  probably  been  then  fome  time  in  the  family  of 
Bray.  Papers  communicated  by  William  Bray  efq.  F.A.S. 

k A record  of  the  year  1419,  (7  Henry  V.)  See  Placit.  & c.  in  Com.  Bedford  in  Turn  Lond. 
fpeaks  of  a manor  of  Draytons  in  Kempfton,  concerning  which  there  was  then  a lawfuit  between  the 
guardians  of  Sir  John  Drayton’s  daughter  and  others.  It  is  probable  that  this  was  the  eftate,  which 
was  afterwards  called  Kempfton-Fifhers,  and  Kempfton-St.  Johns., 
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the  manor  of  Kempflon-Hardwyck  was  in  the  family  of  Bowton.  Edward  Bowton 
conveyed  it  to  Henry  VIII.  in  1542  : it  was  afterwards  in  the  families  of  Long n and 
Fitzwilliam  °.  This  manor  having  been  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  Gater  family, 
was  purchafed  of  their  reprefentatives  by  Mr.  Long.  The  great  tithes  of  Kemplton 
were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Caldwell  and  to  Elftow  Abbey.  The  prefent  im- 
propriators are  George  Livius  efq. ; Thomas  Gurney  efq. ; and  F.  G.  Spurgeon 
Farrer  efq.  : Mr.  Afpinall,  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford.’  The  parilh  of  Kempflon  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft 
of  parliament  paffed  in  1802,  when  allotments  of  land  were  afligned  to  the  impro- 
priators, and  to  the  vicar,  who  was  entitled  to  all  the  fmall  tithes,  as  well  as  to  the 
great  tithes  of  the  Holmes. 

Keysoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden,  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  in  the  north 
part  of  the  county,  about  eleven  miles  from  Bedford.  There  were  formerly  two 
manors  in  this  parifh,  called  Keyfoe-Berryfted,  and  Keyfoe-Grange,  both  of  which 
became  united  in  the  St.  John  family.  One  of  thefe  manors  was  granted  by 
Edward  I.  in  1297  t0  Walter  Lord  Teyes p,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  heirs  female  to 
the  Patlhulls q,  Beauchamps,  and  St.  Johns.  The  other  appears  to  have  belonged  to 
the  Peyvres  ',  and  Dayrells s,  before  it  came  into  the  poffeffion  of  the  St.  Johns,  a 
branch  of  which  family  had  a feat  at  Keyfoe.  The  manor  was  purchafed  of  the 
laff  Earl  of  Bolingbroke,  about  the  year  1700,  by  the  anceftors  of  John  Crawley 
efq.  of  Stockwood,  near  Luton,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  parifh  church  ‘which  is  a handfome  Gothic  building,  has  no  monumental  in- 
fcriptions  of  any  note.  On  the  outfide  is  a tablet,  commemorating  the  providential 
efcape  of  a man  who  fell  from  the  top  of  the  fpire.  The  church  of  Keyfoe  was  given 
by  Simon  de  Beauchamp  to  the  priory  of  Chickfand.  The  impropriation  is  now 
veiled  in  the  mafter  and  fcholars  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  who  are  patrons  of 
the  vicarage.  Mr.  Crawley  is  leffee  under  the  college.  An  aft  for  inclofing  this 
parifh  paffed  in  1803,  when  allotments,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  were  afligned  to  the  impro- 
priators and  to  the  vicar. 

Knotting,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  is  a fmall 
village  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire,  about  eleven  miles  from  Bedford.  It 
lies  a little  to  the  north  of  the  Higham-Ferrers  road.  It  was  for  feveral  years  a 
manor  and  feat  of  the  Pyes  of  Berkfhire,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  in  1774,  for 
the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  during  his  minority.  The  manor  houfe  is  now  occupied 

» Efch.  Eli-z.  0 Efch.  Jac.  p Cart.  2 Edw.  I.  ’ Efch.  Edvv.  III.  r Cl.  Hen.  III. 
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as  a farm.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  reftory,  which  has  been  united 
to  Souldrop. 

Langford,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade,  lies  about  four  miles  north-eafl  of 
ShefFord.  The  manor  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Odell,  and  the  fee  continued 
in  the  family  of  the  Wahuls  or  Wodhulls l,  Lords  of  that  Barony,  till  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time  in  the 
family  of  Browne,  of  which  the  late  Mrs.  Schutz  was  the  heirefs.  The  church  of 
WeftminJter  has  alfo  a manor  in  this  parifh.  The  rectory  was  appropriated  to  the 
knights  hofpitallers,  and  afterwards,  by  a grant  bearing  date  1547,  to  Fotheringay 
College  in  Northamptonfhire.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  the  great  tithes  and 
rectorial  manor  is  Sir  John  Fagg  bart.  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  of  Mr. 
Newman  of  Canterbury.  The  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  ShefFord,  is  in 
the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Leightqn-Busard,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  is 
a market-town  on  the  borders  of  Buckinghamfhire,  forty-one  miles  from  London. 
It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Lygeanburgh  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  which  was 
taken  from  the  Britons  by  Cuthwulph  in  571.  It  has  been  conjedtured  that  the  ad- 
dition of  BufFard  or  Buzzard  is  a corruption  of  Beaudefert,  which  name,  indeed, 
occurs  in  fome  old  papers  ; but  in  the  moil  ancient  records  the  name  of  the  town  is 
written  Leighton-Bofard,  and  fometimes  Bufard  or  Buzzard.  The  family  of  Bofard 
or  Bollard,  from  whom  it  feems  to  have  derived  its  additional  name,  were  of  con- 
fequence  in  the  county,  and  knights  of  the  (hire,  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  II.  and 
Edward  III  u. 

The  market  which  is  on  Tuefdays,  is  one  of  the  mofl  ancient  in  the  county  ; the 
tolls  were  valued  at  7I.  per  annum  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey.  There  are  fix 
fairs,  viz.  February  5,  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  April,  Whitfun  Tuefday,  July  26,  Octo- 
ber 24,  and  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  December.  Two  of  thefe  were  granted  to  Eton 
College  in  1447,  the  fecond  and  laft  are  of  modern  date;  fome  of  thefe  fairs  are 
noted  for  a large  fale  of  horfes.  In  the  market-place  is  a beautiful  Gothic  crofs  of  a 
pentagonal  form,  with  figures  of  Kings,  &c.  The  afFizes  for  the  county  were  held 
at  Leighton  in  July  1657.  The  number  of  houfes  in  Leighton  parifh,  (exclufive  of 
the  hamlets,)  according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  in  1801  purfuant  to  the 
Population  Act,  was  376,  that  of  inhabitants  1963. 

The  manor  of  Leighton,  which  was  part  of  the  ancient  demefne  of  the  crown,  is 
now  held  on  leafe  under  the  church  of  Windfor,  by  the  Hon.  Mary  Leigh,  filter  of 

* Efch.  Edw.  IV.  Thomas  Reynes  who  held  the  manor  of  Langford  under  the  Wahuls,  paid  a 
fine  for  alienation,  anno  50  Edward  III.  " Willis’s  Notit.  Pari. 
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the  late  Lord  Leigh  of  Stonely  in  Warwickfhire,  whofe  anceflor  Sir  John  Leigh 
acquired  it  about  the  year  1600,  by  marrying  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir 
Chriflopher  Hoddefdon  ". 

King  Iienry  II.  granted  a manor  in  Leighton  to  the  abbefs  and  Ciflercian  nuns,'  of 
Font-Everard,  in  Normandy,  who  eflablifhed  a cell  of  foreign  monks  in  this  parifh, 
at  a place  called  Grovebury x,  the  prior  of  which  was  procurator-general  for  the 
concerns  of  the  abbey  of  Font-Everard,  in  England.  In  1316,  this  manor  was 
held  under  the  abbefs,  by  Mary  the  king’s  filler,  who  was  a nun  at  Ambrelbury  y. 
In  1411,  the  abbefs  of  Font-Everard  had  the  king’s  licence  to  alienate  the  manor 
of  Grovebury  to  John  Worlhip  z.  In  1413,  it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  John  Phelip, 
who  fettled  it  upon  his  wife  Alice,  a grand-daughter  of  the  poet  Chaucer,  and  their 
joint  heirs  a.  It  feems  to  have  been  feized  by  the  crown,  on  the  death  of  her  third 
hufband,  William  Duke  of  Suffolk;  for,  in  1472,  it  was  granted  for  life  to  the 
duchefs,  as  a compenfation  in  part  for  a debt  due  to  her  from  the  crown  b.  It  was 
enjoyed  alfo  by  her  fon  John  Duke  of  Suffolk,  who  jointly  with  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
the  king’s  filler,  granted  the  manor  of  Grovebury,  alias  Leigh ton-Bofard,  to  Windfor 
College0.  The  Hoddefdons  and  Leighs  held  this  manor  on  leafe  under  the 
College.  In  1668,  Thomas  Lord  Leigh  affigned  the  leafe  to  Dr.  George  Bate,  phy- 
fician  to  King  Charles  II.;  from  his  family  it  paffed  to  thePowneys ; and  about  1776, 
from  them  to  William  Villiers  Lewis  efq.  father  of  William  Villiers  Villiers  efq. 
the  prefent  leffee. 

Befides  the  alien  priory  before-mentioned,  bifhop  Tanner  fays,  there  feems  to 
have  been  a houfe  of  Ciflercian  monks  in  Leighton,  which  was  a cell  to  Woburn 
abbey. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  a handfome  Gothic  building,  are  monuments  for 
the  family  of  Leigh,  among  which  are  thofe  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Leigh,  who  died 
in  1704,  and  his  daughter  Alice,  Baronefs  Altham,  who  died  in  1684.  There  are 
monuments  alfo  for  the  families  of  Wingate,  Welles,  and  Wilkes.  In  the  nave  is 
a tablet  to  the  memory  of  John  Pulford,  M.  A.  who  died  in  1710.  “ He  made  an 
augmentation,”  fays  his  epitaph,  “ to  the  poor  vicarage  of  Leighton,  with  a libe- 
rality not  unworthy  the  greatefl  prelate.”  This  augmentation  produces  now,  in 
lands  and  money,  about  60I.  per  annum.  The  furvey  of  Doomfday  flates  the 
rettory  of  Leighton,  then  the  property  of  Remigius,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  to  confifl 
of  four  hides  of  land.  The  redlorial  manor  is  now  a prebendal  corps  in  that 
church,  to  which  the  bifhop  collates.  The  leafe  has  been  held,  with  that  of  the 
principal  manor,  by  the  Hoddefdons  and  Leighs,  and  is  now  veiled  in  the  Hon. 

u Collins’  Peeragf.  * Dugdale’s  Monaft.  vol.  ii.  y Nomina  Villarnm  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 
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Mrs.  Mary  Leigh.  The  prebendary  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  William  Sclater,  a 
divine  of  fome  note,  in  the  1 7th  century,  was  fon  of  Anthony  Sclater,  who  en- 
joyed the  vicarage  of  Leighton-Bufard  fifty  years,  and  lived  to  be  nearly  a hundred 
years  of  age d.  There  was  a fraternity  or  brotherhood  in  the  church  of  Leighton  : 
a part  of  their  hall  is  ftill  {landing  in  Broad-ftreet  not  far  from  the  crofs. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  town,  is  an  alms-houfe  for  eight  poor  widows,  founded 
by  Matthew  Wilkes  in  1630.  Their  allowance  is  3s.  a week  each,  befides  firing 
and  clothes.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh,  about  the  year  1790,  built  a houfe  for  the 
Sunday-fchools,  to  which  {he  fubfcribes  20I.  per  annum. 

Heath , commonly  called  Ileath-and-Reach,  Billington,  Egginton,  Stanbridge, 
and  Clipfon,  are  hamlets  in  this  parifh  : the  four  f rft  have  chapels  of  eafe.  Heath- 
and-Reach  lies  about  two  miles  from  Leighton  ; Billington  and  Egginton  about  the 
fame  diftance.  In  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1801,  purfuant  to  the  Popu- 
lation Aft,  all  thefe  hamlets,  excepting  Clipfon,  were  numbered  feparately  from 
Leighton  j Stanbridge  is  Hated  to  have  57  houfes,  and  262  inhabitants  ; Billing- 
ton 39  houfes,  and  200  inhabitants  j Egginton  44  houfes,  and  206  inhabitants ; 
Heath-and-Reach  111  houfes,  and  541  inhabitants.  The  manor  of  Egginton, 
which,  during  the  laft  century,  paffed  through  feveral  hands,  was  lately  the 
property  of  John  Bond  efq.  and  now  of  George  Goodwin  efq. 

There  are  now  three  manors  in  Stanbridge,  two  of  which  it  is  probable  belonged 
to  the  ancient  family  of  Chamberleyne ; fince  one  of  them  is  to  be  traced  to  the 
Fowlers,  and  the  other  to  the  Morteynes,  both  of  which  families  inherited  eftates  by 
female  heirs  from  the  Chainberleynes,  who  poffefied  the  manor  in  the  year  1323®. 
The  manor  of  Stanbridge,  as  it  is  now  called,  was  in  the  Fowlers  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  16th  century,  afterwards  in  the  families  of  Iremonger  and  Baldwin. 
From  the  latter  it  defcended  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pitman,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by 
the  hulband  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mrs.  Gurney.  The  manor  of  Morteynes, 
alias  Reynes  defcended  by  a female  heir  from  the  Morteynes  to  the  Dicons.  In  1 547, 
it  was  purchafed  by  the  family  of  Reynes  of  Clifton-Reynes.  After  feveral  inter- 
mediate conveyances,  it  came  into  poffeflion  of  the  Brandreths  about  the  year  1700, 
and  having  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Duncombes,  was  purchafed  of  Brandreth 
Duncombeefq.  in  1786,  by  John  Franklin  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  Another 
manor  called  Morrells,  from  a family  who  poffefied  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
was  at  that  time  called  the  manor  of  Stanbridge,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
principal  manor,  fince  that,  which  is  new  called  the  manor  of  Stanbridge,  then  paid  a 
quit-rent  to  it.  From  the  Morrells,  this  manor  paffed  to  the  family  of  Brocas,  and 
from  them  to  the  Ellinghams,  who  were  in  poffeflion  at  leaft  150  years.  In  1746, 

* Fuller’s  Worthies. 
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Thomas  Ellingham  conveyed  it  to  John  Capon  and  John  Franklin.  It  is  now  the 
foie  property  of  John  Franklin  efq.  of  Rulhmore. 

In  the  chapel  at  Stanbridge  is  a monument  in  memory  of  Henry  Honner  and 
Jane  his  wife,  who  lived  together  in  wedlock  about  60  years  : he  died  in  1627, 
at  the  age  of  95;  Ihe  in  1629,  at  the  age  of  86.  There  have  been  no  burials 
in  the  other  chapels,  nor  have  they  any  cemeteries. 

Lidlington,  or  Lituington,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke  and  deanery 
of  Flitt,  lies  three  miles  and  a half  weft  of  Ampthill,  and  about  8 miles  fouth- 
weft  of  Bedford.  The  manor,  which  had  been  parcel  of  the  poffeffions  of  the 
abbefs  and  convent  of  Barking,  was  conveyed  to  King  Henry  VIII.  by  Dorothy 
Barleigh  the  laft  abbefs,  two  years  before  the  furrender  of  that  monaftery. 
Having  for  many  years  belonged  to  the  family  of  Chefter,  who  had  a feat  at 
Litlington,  it  was  fold  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  laft  baronet,  in  1769,  to  Mr. 
Ifaac  Hawkins ; who,  in  1774,  conveyed  it  to  the  late  earl  of  Upper  Offory.  It 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  in  confequence  of  an  exchange  which 
took  place  in  1801,  between  the  late  duke,  and  the  prefent  earl  of  Offory. 

The  manor  of  Goldingtons,  in  this  parilh,  belonged  to  a family  of  that  name, 
one  of  whom  lies  buried  in  the  parilh  church.  On  the  tomb  is  his  effigies  on 
a brafs  plate,  in  armour,  with  an  imperfedt  date  (148..)  This  eftate  belonged 
afterwards  to  the  family  of  Reynes,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the 
Diconsg.  Soon  after  the  year  1600  it  was  in  the  Snaggs  h,  of  Marfton-Morteyne,  who 
poffeffed  it  for  more  than  a century.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Spencer. 
The  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Barking,  in 
Effex.  Under  the  Inclofure  Act  which  paffed  in  1775,  an  allotment  of  land  was 
affigned  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the  earl  of  Upper  Offory,  then  impropriator.  The 
redlorial  allotment  was  included  in  the  exchange  before-mentioned, 

Luton,  in  the  hundred  of  Flitt  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  is  a confiderable 
market  town  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire.  It  lies  on  the  road  from  London 
to  Ampthill  and  Bedford,  near  the'  31ft  mileftone.  The  market,  which  is  on 
Monday,  is  noted  for  its  abundant  fupply  of  corn.  It  is  of  great  antiquity,  being 
mentioned  in  the  furvey  of  Doonffday,  where  the  tolls  are  valued  at  100s.  per 
annum.  There  are  two  annual  fairs,  April  1 8th  and  Odtober  18th.  The 
number  of  houfes  in  the  parilh,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in 
j8oi,  purfuant  to  the  Population  Adt,  was  612,  of  inhabitants  3095. 

The  manor  of  Luton,  having  been  part  of  the  royal  demefne,  was  given  by 
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William  the  Conqueror  to  Geoffrey,  earl  of  Perch By  a fubftquent  grant  it 
became  the  property  of  Robert,  earl  of  Gloucefler k,  and  having  again  reverted 
to  the  crown,  was  granted  by  King  Stephen,  to  Richard  Waudari1,  and  afterwards 
by  King  Richard  I.  to  Baldwin  de  Betun,  earl  of  Albemarle  m.  William  Marefhall, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  who  married  the  earl  of  Albemarle’s  daughter  and  heir,  gave 
it  to  the  famous  Fulk  de  Brent,  who,  in  1216,  obtained  a confirmation  from 
king  John  of  the  honour  of  Luton  \ It  is  probable  that  the  cattle  built  at  Luton  in 
1221,  which  is  reprefented  in  the  chronicle  of  Dunftaple  as  having  been  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  neighbouring  town,  was  one  of  the  fortreffes  of  this  haughty  and 
oppreflive  baron. 

Upon  the  banifhment  of  De  Brent,  Luton  was  re-granted  to  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, who,  thus,  as  the  above-mentioned  Chronicle  obferves,  recovered  what  with 
foolitti  prodigality  had  been  given  away0.  Eleanor,  widow  of  William  Marefhall, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  fitter  of  king  Henry  III.,  who  married  to  her  fecond  hufband,  Simon 
de  Montford,  Earl  of  Leicefter,  held  the  manor  of  Luton  in  dower  till  her  death, 
which  happened  in  1274 p : it  then  devolved  to  the  reprefentatives  of  Sibil,  Countefs 
of  Derby,  who  was  one  of  the  co-heireffes  of  William  Marefhall  the  elder,  earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  died  many  years  before,  leaving  feven  daughters,  two  of  whom 
brought  parts  of  this  manor  into  the  families  of  Mohun  and  Kymeq.  From 
one  of  thefe  it  is  probable  a part  patted  to  the  family  of  Bonham,  who  had 
fome  fhare  of  the  manor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II. r;  but  the  greater  part,  and  it  is 
probable  the  whole  eventually,  became  vetted  by  purchafe  of  the  other  feveralties 
in  the  family  of  Hugh  de  Mortimer,  who  married  Agatha,  one  of  the  co-heirefles 
of  the  above-mentioned  Countefs  of  Derby.  This  branch  of  the  Mortimers  became 
extinft  in  the  male  line  in  the  fourth  generation  after  this  match  s.  John  Crefley, 
as  their  coufin  and  heir,  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Luton  in  1403  '.  Soon  after 
this  it  appears  to  have  been  vetted  in  the  crown,  for  in  1406,  king  Henry  V.  grant- 
ed the  manor  of  Luton-Mortimer  to  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  France u. 

The  next  poflettfor  on  record  is  John  Lord  Wenlock,  whofe  family  appears  to 
have  owned  eftates  in  Luton  at  an  earlier  period w.  Leland  fays,  that  this  Lord 
Wenlock,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Tewkefbury  in  1472,  left  an  heir-general, 

' Dugdale’s  Baronage.  k Lives  of  the  abbots  of  St.  Alban’s,  annexed  to  Mat.  Paris.  1 Ibid. 
m Cart.  Antiq.  infra  Tur.  Lond.  "Pat.  iS  Joh.  0 Hearne’s  Chron.  Dunft.  p Ibid.  ’Efch. 
Edw.  1.  and  Dugdale’s  Baronage.  r Records  of  Luton  manor  communicated  by  Mr.  Brown. 

‘ Dugdale.  ' Records  of  Luton  Manor.  “Pat.  4 Henry  V. 

” Lord  Wenlock’s  grandfather  was  a Wyvell  ; he  married  into  the  family  of  Wenlock  and  affqmed 
the  name.  William  Wenlock,  prebendary  of  Brownfwood,  who  died  in  1392,  had  eftates  in  Luton. 
He  was  brother  to  Joan  Wenlock,  who  married  Lord  Wenlock’s  grandfather.  Sir  Thomas  Wenlock, 
who  was  knight  of  the  fhire  in  the  three  firft  years  of  King  Henry  VI.  was,  it  is  probable,  of  this  family. 

P 2 who 


io8 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 

who  married  a kinfman  of  archbifhop  Rotheram,  one  of  the  founders  of  Lincoln- 
College  in  Oxford.  Others  have  fuppofed  that  the  Luton  eftates  Were  granted  by  King 
Edward  IV.  to  the  archbifhop,  as  attainted  property*.  The  family  alliance,  men- 
tioned by  Leland,  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  pedigrees  in  the  heralds  college. 
It  appears  on  record,  that  certain  houfes  in  London  which  had  devolved  to  the 
crown,  not  by  the  attainder,  but  by  the  death  of  Lord  Wenlock  without  ilfue, 
were  granted  in  1475  t0  Thomas  Rotheram,  then  bifhop  of  Lincoln y.  The 
grant  of  Luton  does  not  appear  on  record.  It  is  certain  that  John  Rotheram,  bro- 
ther of  the  bifhop,  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Luton  and  the  hundred  of  Flitt  in 
1476 z,  and  that  Thomas  Lawley  efq.  who  by  pedigrees  of  the  family,  appears  to  have 
been  heir-general  of  Lord  Wenlock,  conveyed  Luton  and  feveral  manors  or  farms  in 
that  parifh  to  bifhop  Rotheram,  in  1477  *•  This  conveyance,  it  is  probable,  might 
h^ve  been  obtained  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  title,  even  if  there  had  been  a 
grant  from  the  crown.  The  manor  of  Luton  continued  in  the  Rotheram  family  till 
the  year  1614,  when  it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Robert  Napier  bart.  of  Mercheflon, 
in  Scotland b.  Sir  John  Napier,  the  lafl  heir-male  of  that  family,  who  died  in  1747, 
bequeathed  it  to  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Frances  Napier,  by  whofe  bequefl  it  became  the 
property  of  Francis  Herne  efq.  Mr.  Herne,  in  1763,  fold  it  to  John,  earl  of 
Bute,  whofe  fon  (created  Marquis  of  Bute  in  1796)  is  the  prefent  proprietor,  and 
has  his  chief  country  feat  at  Luton-Hoo  in  this  parifh. 

The  manor  ofHoo,  or  Luton-Hoo,  was  the  ancient  inheritance  of  the  family  of 
Hoo,  or  De  Hoo,  who  are  faid  by  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  to  have  been  fettled  there 
before  the  Norman  conquefl c.  Sir  Robert  de  Hoo  was  knight  of  the  fhire  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  Sir  Thomas  Hoo,  K.  G.  who  was  made  Lord  Hoo,  ofHoo,  in 
Bedfordfhire,  and  Lord  Haftings  in  1447,  died  in  1454  without  male  iffue.  Anne, 
his  only  daughter  by  his  fecond  wife,  brought  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Sir  Geffrey 
Boleyn,  who  was  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1460.  The  tradition  of  the  place  is, 
that  his  great-grand-daughter,  Anne  Boleyn,  queen  to  King  Henry  VIII.  was  born  at 
this  place.  Her  father  fold  the  manor  of  Luton-Hoo  in  1523  to  Richard  Farmer, 
merchant,  whofe  heir  conveyed  it  in  1575  to  John  Brocket  efq.  In  1601  it 
was  purchafed  of  Mr.  Brocket’s  reprefentatives  by  Robert  Napier  efquire d,  and 
paired  with  the  manor  of  Luton  to  the  Marquis  of  Bute. 

Luton-Hoo,  the  marquis’s  feat,  ftands  in  the  midft  of  a well-wooded  park  about 
three  miles  from  the  town.  The  old  park,  which  confifled  of  about  300  acres, 
inclofed  by  Sir  Robert  Napier,  was  enlarged  to  1200  by  the  late  Lord  Bute, 

* Hiftory  of  Luton  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  p.  14,  26,  and  31.  7 Pat.  15  Edw.  IV.  “Records 

of  Luton  Manor.  * Cl.  17  Edw.  IV.  1 Records  of  Luton  manor.  ‘Hiftory  of  Hertford- 
(hire.  d Records  of  the  manor. 
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who  employed  Brown  to  lay  it  out.  It  now  contains  about  1500  acres.  The 
river  Lea,  which  rifes  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Iioughton-Regis,  a little  beyond 
Leagrave,  a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  runs  through  the  park,  where  it  fupplies  two 
pieces  of  water,  the  one  containing  14,  the  other  50  acres.  A part  of  the  houfe 
at  Luton-Hoo  was  rebuilt  by  the  Napiers,  but  fome  parts  of  it  appear  tp  be 

of  a more  ancient  date.  The  late  Earl  of  Bute  began  building  a very  {lately 

manfion  on  the  fite,  from  a defign  by  Mr.  Adam ; the  eaft  front  and  the 
fouth  wing  only  were  completed.  The  principal  rooms,  particularly  the  library, 
which  is  146  feet  in  length,  the  drawing-room  and  the  faloon,  are  on  a magnificent 
fcale.  The  colleflion  of  pictures  is  very  large  and  valuable,  chiefly  of  the  Italian 
and  Flemifh  fchools.  Among  the  portraits  are,  Margaret  queen  of  Scots,  with 

her  fecond  hufband  Archibald  Douglas ; the  firfl  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Earl  of 

Strafford,  General  Ireton,  Mr.  Pym,  Mrs.  Lane,  who  aflifted  King  Charles  II.  in  his 
efcape  after  the  battle  of  Worcefler  ; Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys,  Ben  Jonfon, 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  Dr.  Armflrong,  and  the  late  Earl  of  Bute,  by  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds.  The  chapel  is  fitted  up  with  very  rich  Gothic  carving  in  wood,  faid  to 
have  been  originally  executed  for  Sir  Thomas  Pope  at  Tittenhanger  in  1548,  and 
brought  to  Luton  by  Sir  Robert  Napier.  The  late  Earl  of  Bute  formed  a botanic 
garden  at  Luton,  but  he  afterwards  removed  his  valuable  collection  of  plants  to 
his  feat  at  Chrift-Church  in  Hampfhire. 

Ancient  records  defcribe  feveral  eflates  in  this  parifh  by  the  name  of  Manors, 
befides  thofe  already  mentioned  ; as  Fennel’s  Grove,  Langley’s,  Bennett’s,  North- 
wood,  Stapleforth,  Eaft-Iiide,  Weft-Hide,  Stoppefley,  Great  Hampfted-Someries, 
Hayes,  Bailiffs,  Dallowe,  Leagrave,  Lightgrave,  or  Lucy’s,  Bifcot,  &c.  It  is 
probable,  that  fome  of  thefe  originated  from  the  divifions  and  fub-divifions  of  the 
manor  among  the  heirs  of  Sibella  countefs  of  Derby.  None  of  them  poffefs  at 
prefent  any  manerial  rights.  The  eight  firfl  are  enumerated  in  the  conveyance 
from  Mr.  Lawley  to  bifhop  Rotherham.  All  traces  of  Bennett’s  and  Northwood 
appear  to  be  loft.  A wood,  called  Fennel’s  Grove,  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of 
Bute.  Langley’s  and  Stapleforth  are  two  farms,  which  paffed  to  the  Napiers,  and 
now  belong  to  the  Marquis  of  Bute ; the  latter  now  forms  part  of  Luton  park. 
Eaft-Hide,  a reputed  manor,  which  pays  a quit-rent  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Luton,  was  purchafed  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century  by  Philadelphia,  reliCt 
of  Sir  Thomas  Cotton  bart.  who,  not  long  afterwards,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Floyer, 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  David.  It  was  purchafed  of  him  by  Dr.  Bettefworth,  chan- 
cellor of  the  diocefe  of  London,  who  died  in  1779,  and  is  now  the  property  and 
refidence  of  his  widow.  The  houfe  was  built  by  Lady  Cotton.  The  manor  of 
Weft-Hide,  alias  Aynell’s,  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Bute  : Stoppefley  was  anciently 
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in  the  Hoos  ; in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  this  manor  and  Hayes  belonged  to  the 
family  of  Catefby  b,  and  were  afterwards  in  the  Cheynes c : Stoppefley  now  belongs 
to  the  Marquis  of  Bute.  Hayes,  which  is  a fmall  eflate  within  Stoppefley,  is  the 
property  of  Mr.  Morris.  Dallowe  and  Bailiffs  or  Bailies  both  belong  to  the  Marquis 
of  Bute.  Bailiffs  was  formerly  in  the  family  of  Field  d,  Dallowe  in  the  Crawleys, 
of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Napiers. 

The  manor  of  Lightgrave,  or  Leagrave,  was  from  1305  to  1455  Family 

of  Lucy',  and  is  prefumed  to  be  the  fame,  which,  in  the  feventeenth  century,  being 
then  called  Lucy’s,  or  Lewfy’s,  was  in  the  family  of  Wingate f.  This  eflate  lying 
principally  in  the  parifh  of  Toddington,  is  now  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s,  having 
been  purchafed  in  1782,  of  John  Miller  efq.  by  the  truflees  under  his  grand-father’s 
will.  The  manor  of  Bifcdt,  or  Limbury-cKW-Bifcot,  which  was  alfo  in  the  Win- 
gates g,  is  now  the  property  of  John  Crawley  efq. 

The  manor  of  Great  Hampfled  was,  as  early  as  the  year  1309,  in  the  baronial 
family  of  Somery h.  In  1464,  it  was  conveyed  to  Lord  Wenlock  by  the  name  of 
Great  Hampfled-Someries  This  eflate  paffed  from  the  Rotherhams  to  the  Craw- 
leys. A field  called  Grathamfled,  being  the  fite  of  the  reputed  manor  or  manor- 
farm  of  Great  Hampfled  or  Grathamfled,  is  flill  the  property  of  John  Crawley 
efq.  whofe  anceflors  were  poffeffed  alfo  of  another  farm,  now  the  Marquis  of  Bute’s, 
called  Someries,  where  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  manfion,  fuppofed  to 
have  been  begun  and  left  unfinifhed  by  Lord  Wenlock ; but  they  appear  to  be 
of  a more  recent  date,  and  are  probably  the  ruins  of  a manfion  belonging 
to  Sir  John  Rotherham,  who  certainly  refided  at  Someries,  which  came  to  the 
Crawleys  by  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Sir  Francis  Crawley,  one  of  the 
Juflices  of  the  Common  Pleas k,  who  died  in  1649.  J°^n  Crawley,  grandfather 
of  Sir  Francis,  was  of  Nether- Crawley  in  the  parifh  of  Luton.  His  defcendant, 
John  Crawley  efq.,  has  a feat  called  Stockwood  in  this  parifh. 

Befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  the  Marquis  of  Bute  has  two  other  inferior 
manors  in  this  parifh,  called  Brach  and  Farley.  Brach  belonged  to  the  Rotherams 
and  Napiers,  and  was  purchafed  by  the  late  Earl  of  Bute,  with  the  Luton  eflate, 
of  Mr.  Herne.  Farley  was  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
St.  Alban’s  j - it  was  afterwards  the  feat  of  a branch  of  the  Rotherams.  King  James, 
on  his  progrefs  in  1605,  fpent  a night  at  Sir  John  Rotherham’s  near  Luton1. 

At  Farley  or  Farleigh,  which  is  about  two  miles  from  Luton,  was  an  ancient 
hofpital  given  by  King  Henry  II.  to  the  great  foreign  hofpital  of  Santingfield  inPicardy, 

> Efch.  Eliz.  ' Efch.  Car.  x.  d Efch.  Eliz.  e Efch.  Edw.  I— Edw.  IV. 

‘ Efch.  Car.  r.  E Ibid.  h Efch.  2 Edw.  II.  1 Cl.  3 Edw.  IV. 

k Bedfordfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  1 Leland’s  Colledlanea,  vol.  i.  p.  626. 
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to  which  the  matter  and  brethren  of  Farleigh  were  made  fubordinate  m.  William 
Wenlock,  prebendary  of  Brownfwood,  was  made  matter  of  this  hofpital  in  1379". 
Having  been  feized  by  King  Henry  VL  as  belonging  to.  an  alien  houfe,  it  was  given 
by  him  to  the  Provoft  and  Scholars  of  King’s  College  in  Cambridge  °.  The  matter 
of  Farley  hofpital  appears  to  have  had  a manor  in  Farley  p.  It  is  probable,  that  it 
was  the  fame  which  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  and  that  the  Provoft  and  Scho- 
lars of  King-’s  College,  who  have  not  at  prefent  any  eftate  in  Luton,  conveyed  it  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Alban’s,  in  exchange  for  other  lands. 

The  parifh  church  of  Luton  is  a handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure  : the  tower  is  com- 
pofed  of  flint  and  other  ftones  in  chequer-work.  The  chancel  was  built  by  John 
Whethamfted,  abbot  of  St.  Alban’s,  in  the  15th  dentury.  On  the  fouth  fide  are  four 
ftone  feats  richly  ornamented  ; in  the  fpandrils  are  the  arms  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fefl'or,  the  kingdom  of  Mercia,  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s,  king  Offa,  abbot  Whet- 
hamfted, &c.  Above  is  the  abbot’s  motto  Valles  abundabunt . There  is  a 
chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  feparated  from  it  by  two  lofty  and  elegant 
Gothic  arches.  The  following  infcription,  preferved  in  an  heraldic  manufcript  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum  q,  fhews  that  it  was  built  by  Sir  John  Wenlock,  before  the  year 
1461  ) for,  in  that  year,  he  was  created  baron  Wenlock. 

“ Jefu  Chrift  moll  of  myght, 

Have  mercy  on  John  Le  Wenlock  Knight, 

And  on  his  wife  Elizabeth, 

Who  out  of  this  world  is  pad  by  death, 

Which  founded  this  chapel  here, 

Help  them  with  your  hearty  prayer, 

That  they  may  come  to  that  place, 

Where  ever  is  joy  and  folace.” 

This  infcription,  and  the  portrait  of  Lord  Wenlock,  which  was  formerly  in  the  eaft 
window  r,  have  been  deftroyed  or  removed.  The  arms  of  Wenlock  ftill  remain 
quartered  with  Hoo,  and  furrounded  by  the  garter.  The  fame  arms  are  over  the 
fcreen  which  divides  the  chapel  from  the  chancel,  impaling  thofe  of  Lady  Wenlock, 
who  was  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir  John  Drayton.  Under  one  of  the  arches  is 
an  altar-tomb,  on  which  is  the  effigies  of  an  ecclefiaftic  in  his  robes,  fuppofed  to  be 
that  of  William  Wenlock,  prebendary  of  Brownfwood  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
St.  Paili,  and  matter  of  the  hofpital  of  Farleigh,  who  died  in  1392,  and  directed 
'his  body  to  be  buried  at  Luton.  The  infcriptions  on  the  tomb  appear  to  confirm 

ro  Tanner,  n Hiftory  of  Luton,  p.  36.  c Pat.  26  Hen.  VI.  Pt.  1, 
f Pope  Nicholas’s  Taxation.  * Harl.  MSS.  No.  1 5 3 t . 

* Hiftory  of  Luton,  p.  1 7. 
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the  conje&ure  j but  the  arms,  which  are  feveral  times  repeated,  (Arg.  a chevron 
between  three  crofs  croflets  G.)  are  not  thofe  of  Wenlock.  It  is  poflible  that  they 
might  have  been  borne  by  the  hofpital  of  Farleigh,  or  that  of  Santingfield,  to  which 
it  was  fubordinate.  The  tomb,  if  it  tfe  that  of  William  De  Wenlock  above  men- 
tioned, muft  have  exifted  before  the  arch  was  built,  and  was  probably  removed  to  its 
prefent  fituation  by  Lord  Wenlock  (who  appears  to  have  been  great-nephew  of  the 
prebendary),  when  he  founded  the  chapel.  The  following  infcriptions  have  been 
frequently,  but  very  erroneoufly,  printed  j they  are  imperfect,  but  what  remains  is 
very  legible. 

On  the  north  fide : — 

*c  In  Wenlok  brad  I 

In  this  toun  Lordfchipes  had  I 

Her  am  I now  fady 

Chriftcs  moder  help  me  Lady 

Under  thes  ftones 

For  a tym  fchal  I refte  my  bones 

Dey  mot  I ned  ones 

Myghtful  God  grant  me  thy  wones/’ 

On  the  fouth  fide : — 

“ — illelmus  fie  tumulatus 
De  Wenlok  natus, 

In  ordine  prelbiteratus. 

Alter  hujus  villc 
Dominus  meus  fuit  ille 
Hie  licet  indignus 
Anime  Deus  eflo  benignus.’* 

It  is  probable  that  Elizabeth  Lady  Wenlock  was  buried  in  this  chapel,  and  that 
Lord  Wenlock  intended  it  for  his  own  place  of  fepulture ; but  lofing  his  life  in  the 
battle  of  Tewkelbury,  he  was  buried  in  the  conventual  church  at  that  place,  where 
an  altar-tomb  in  the  north  wall  of  the  nave  has  been  aferibed  to  him  ; though,  as 
the  arms  on  the  furcoat  of  the  recumbent  figure  are  not  thofe  of  Wenlock,  it  is 
more  probable  that  it  was  intended  for  fome  other  perfon.  Le  Neve  has  doubted 
the  fatt  of  Lord  Wenlock’s  being  flain  at  Tewkelbury,  from  the  circumftance  of  his 
having  found  the  will  of  John  Wenlock,  bearing  date  1477,  fubfequent  to  that 
battle  \ It  certainly,  however,  was  not  the  will  of  Lord  Wenlock,  for  King  Edward 
IV.  in  1475  granted  certain  houfes  in  London,  which  had  efeheated  to  the  crown  by 
the  death  of  John  Lord  Wenlock  without  iflue,  to  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln '.  There 
is  no  reafon,  therefore,  for  doubting  the  accuracy  of  our  hiftorians  on  this  point. 

• See  Hillory  of  Luton,  p.  46.  * Pat.  15  Edw.  IV. 
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In  the  Wenlock  chapel  are  feveral  altar-tombs,  dripped  of  their  braffes.  It  appears 
by  fome  ancient  heraldic  notes  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  ",  that  they  are  the  tombs  of 
the  Rotherams  of  Someries.  One  of  them  was  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Rotheram, 
nephew  of  the  archbifliop  of  York,  who  married  Katharine,  only  child  of  Anthony 
Lord  Grey  of  Ruthin,  fon  of  Edmund  Earl  of  Kent.  This  Anthony  Lord  Grey, 
who  is  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to  have  died  without  iffue,  lies  buried  in  the  fame 
chapel,  where  alfo  were  depofited  the  remains  of  Sir  Francis  Crawley,  one  of  the 
Judices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  who,  having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  Parliament 
for  favouring  the  claims  of  King  Charles  I.  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  fhip-money,  was 
removed  from  his  fituation.  He  died  in  1 649.  His  fon  Francis  Crawley,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer,  who  died  in  1682,  is  buried  alfo  in  this  chapel. 

In  the  north  aide  were  the  monuments  of  the  Rotherams  of  Farleigh  w.  John 
Rotheram  of  this  family  was  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  1652  \ In  the  north  aide 
was  alfo  the  tomb  of  John  Hay,  deward  to  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  who 
repaired  the  church  of  Luton  at  his  own  charge,  and  died  in  1454  L 

At  the  wed  end  of  the  fouth  aide  is  the  mutilated  figure  of  an  ecclefiadic,  hold- 
ing a crofs.  In  the  fame  aide  is  the  tomb  of  John  Bettefworth,  LL.  D.  chancellor 
of  the  diocefe  of  London,  who  died  in  1779.  In  the  north  tranfept  is  the  tomb 
of  John  Ackworth  efq.  who  died  in  1513.  The  following  motley  infcription, 
excepting  the  three  fird  words,  which  have  been  removed,  remains  on  a brafs  plate 
round  the  verge : 

f “ 0 man,  <whoe' er~\  thou  be  ! timor  mortis  fhowlde  trowble  thee  ; for  when  thou  leeft  wenyft,  veniet 
te  mors  fuperare,  and  fo grave  grevys,  ergo  mortis  memoreris.  Jefu  Mercy,  Lady  help.” 

At  the  wed  end  of  the  nave  is  an  elegant  Gothic  baptidery,  of  an  octagonal 
form.  (Seep.  31.) 

William,  the  king’s  chamberlain,  had  the  church  of  Luton  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  furvey.  It  was  afterwards  annexed  to  the  manor,  when  in  the  podeflion 
of  Robert  Earl  of  Glouceder.  Robert,  abbot  of  St.  Alban’s,  procured  it  for  his 
convent  of  Robert  Waudari,  to  whom  King  Stephen  had  given  Luton  upon  the  Earl 
of  Glouceder’s  rebellion.  King  Henry  II.  afterwards  feized  on  this  church  as  part  of 
the  royal  demefne,  but,  by  the  intercefiion  of  the  abbot,  redored  it  to  the  convent ; 
and  the  tithes  were  then  appropriated  to  defray  the  expence  of  entertaining 
drangers z.  The  Marquis  of  Bute  has  now  two  thirds  of  the  impropriation.  The 
great  tithes  of  Stoppefley,  which  were  granted  by  C>ueen  Mary  to  Sir  Thomas 

“ Harl.  MSS.  1531-  w Hift.  of  Luton.  * Ant.  Wood.  5 Hift.  of  Luton. 

z Lives  of  the  Abbots  of  St.  Alban’s,  annexed  to  Mat.  Paris,  p.  1017. 
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Pope,  and  by  him  given  to  Trinity  College  in  Oxford,  are  held  by  his  Lordffiip 
as  leffee  under  that  college  : the  remainder  belongs  to  Mr.  Crawley.  The  Marquis 
is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Thomas  Pomfret,  father  of  the  poet,  was  firfl  curate,  and  then  vicar,  of  Luton. 
Dr.  Johnfon  fays  that  John  Pomfret,  the  poet,  died  in  1703,  in  the  36th  year  of  his 
age.  Thomas,  fon  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pomfret  and  Mrs.  Catharine  his  wife,  was 
baptized  at  Luton,  March  12,  1667,  as  appears  by  the  parilh  regifter.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  this  entry  agrees  with  the  poet’s  age  ; and  that,  among  a numerous  family, 
all  of  whom  wrere  baptized  at  Luton,  the  name  of  John  does  not  occur. 

There  was  a fraternity  in  the  church  of  Luton,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity  ; a 
regifter-book  of  which,  containing  the  accounts  of  the  brotherhood  from  the  year 
1528  to  1 547,  with  many  curious  particulars  relating  to  their  anniverfaries,  feafts, 
& c.  is  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute. 

Marston-Morteyne,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke,  and  deanery  of' 
Flitt,  lies  about  feven  miles  fouth-weft  of  Bedford,  and  about  four  from  Ampthiil. 
It  had  formerly  a market  on  Tuefdays,  and  a fair  at  Lady-Day,  granted  to  John 
De  Morteyne b,  who  was  feveral  times  knight  of  the  (hire.  The  Morteynes  held 
this  manor  many  years  under  the  barony  of  Cainhoe.  It  was  afterwards  fuccef- 
fively  in  the  families  of  Reynes,  Dicons c,  and  Snagg d.  The  lafl  heir  male  of  the 
Snaggs  ferved  the  office  of  ffieriff  in  1705.  It  is  prefumed,  that  the  manor 
was  purchafed  of  his  reprefentatives  by  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  by  her 
bequeathed,  with  the  reft  of  her  Bedfordffiire  eflates,  to  her  grandfon,  the  Hon. 
John  Spencer.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Spencer. 

The  manor  of  Nether  Shelton  in  this  parilh,  which  had  belonged  to  the  priory 
of  Caldwell,  was  formerly  in  the  Cheyne  family®.  It  is  now  the  property  of  John 
Fofter  efq. 

, The  pariffi  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  building  : the  tower,  which  is  fquare, 
and  maffive,  (lands  detached  from  it.  In  the  chancel  is  an  altar-tomb,  with  the 
effigies,  on  a brafs  plate,  of  Thomas  Reynes  efq.  lord  of  the  manor,  who  died  in 
1451,  and  his  wife  Alice.  There  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  family  of  Snagg. 
The  advowfon  of  the  rectory  is  veiled  in  the  mailer  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College 
in  Cambridge.  The  pariffi  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  Parliament  paffed  in 
1796,  but  the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Wroxill,  a hamlet  in  this  pariffi,  had  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe,  dedicated  to 
St.  Leonard  the  Martyr : it  was  endowed  with  glebe,  and  the  tithes  of  the  hamlet f. 


b Cart.  17  Edw.  II.  c Thomas  Dicons,  who  inherited  by  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Reynes,  died 
in  1549.  Elch.  )'  Efch.  Car.  I.  c Efch.  Eliz.  1 Chantry  Roll  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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There  are  now  no  traces  of  the  building.  The  manor  of  Wroxill,  in  the  fifteenth 
century,  was  in  the  family  of  Saunderfon g,  afterwards  in  the  Catefbys h ; it  is  now 
the  property  of  Mr.  James  Bayly. 

The  manor  of  Hoe,  which  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Trally,  defcribed  in 
ancient  records  as  in  this  parifh,  is  now  confidered  to  be  in  the  adjoining  parifh  of 
Wotton. 

Maulden,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke,  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  about  a 
mile  and  a half  from  Ampthill.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Elftow,  and 
afterwards  to  the  Carys.  King  James,  in  1617,  granted  it,  on  failure  of  male 
iflue  from  Henry  Cary,  Lord  Hunfdon,  to  Sir  John  Boteler1.  After  feveral  con- 
veyances, it  became  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Dacres,  who  in  1635  fold  it  to 
the  Earl  of  Elgin,  of  Houghton  Park,  in  the  adjoining  parifti.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  the  Earl  of  Aylef- 
bury,  in  1738. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  ancient  family  of  Faldo,  who  were 
fettled  here  before  the  reign  of  Edward  III k.  They  are  now  extinft.  Adjoining 
the  church  is  a maufoleum,  of  an  oftagonal  form,  erefted  in  1656  by  Thomas 
Earl  of  Elgin,  in  memory  of  his  fecond  wife  Diana,  daughter  of  Lord  Burleigh, 
and  relift  of  John  Earl  of  Oxford.  In  the  centre  is  a figure,  in  white  marble,  of 
the  Countefs  in  her  fhroud  rifing  out  of  an  oval  farcophagus.  Mr.  Pennant,  in  his 
Journey  from  Chefter,  fays  the  common  people  called  it  the  Lady  in  the  punch- 
bowl. The  maufoleum  is  furrounded  by  niches,  fuppofed  to  have  been  intended 
for  the  ftatues  of  her  defcendants.  One  only  is  pccupied,  containing  that  of  her 
hufband,  who  died  in  1663.  On  the  floor  is  a bull  of  her  grandfon  Edward 
Bruce  efq.  eldefl  fon  of  Robert  Lord  Bruce.  Underneath  the  maufoleum  is  a 
columbarium,  the  burial-place  of  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury’s  family.  The  earl  is 
patron  of  the  reftory.  An  aft  for  inclofing  the  parifh  pafled  in  1796,  when  an 
allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  reftor  irf  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  afiigned 
to  the  poor  in  lieu  of  their  right  to  peat  from  Maulden  Moor.  John  Pomfret,  the 
poet,  was  reftor  of  Maulden. 

Melchborn,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden,  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  near 
the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire,  about  1 2 miles  north  of  Bedford.  It  had  for- 
merly a market  on  Fridays,  and  a fair  at  the  feflival  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  granted 
in  1264  to  the  knights-hofpitallers ',  to  whom  Adeliza  de  Clermont,  wife  of  Gil- 

5 Cl.  38  Hen.  VI.  11  Efch.  Eliz.  1 Duke  of  Bedford’s  Records.  k Bedfordthire  Fedi- 
grees  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum.  1 Cart.  49  Hen.  III. 
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bert  de  Tonbridge,  Earl  of  Clare,  gave  the  preceptory  of  Melchborn  ; her  grand- 
fon,  Roger,  Earl  of  Clare,  gave  them  the  manor  and  church  m. 

Leland,  who  was  at  Melchborn  in  1538,  fpeaks  of  the  preceptory  as  “ a right 
Si  fair  place  of  fquare  done  danding  much  upon  pillerd  vaultes  of  done,  with  good- 
e<  ly  gardeins,  orchards,  and  ponds,  and  a parke  thereby n.”  The  preceptory  he 
calls  an  ancient  drudure,  but  fays  that  the  hall  was  built  by  Sir  William  Wedon, 
the  lad  prior  of  the  knights-hofpitallers.  The  preceptory,  which  was  valued  at 
241I.  9s.  iofd.  per  annum,  was  granted  to  the  hofpitallers  on  the  re-edablifiiment  of 
their  order  by  Queen  Mary,  in  1558,  and  upon  their  fecond  fuppredion,  was  given 
by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  fird  Earl  of  Bedford  °.  It  has  been  many  years  in 
the  noble  family  of  St.  John,  and  dnce  they  have  forfaken  Bletfoe,  has  been  their 
chief  reddence.  The  houfe  appears  to  have  been  built  about  the  reign  of 
King  James  or  Charles  I. : the  front  has  been  modernifed.  In  the  drawing  room 
are  portraits  of  Margaret,  countefs  of  Richmond,  and  the  fird  Lord  St.  John,  of 
Bletfoe.  The  prefent  Lord  St.  John  has  improved  the  gardens,  and  has  built  fe- 
veral  hot-houfes  and  confervatories  for  the  culture  of  exotics. 

The  parifh  church  was  modernized  and  neatly  fitted  up  by  the  late  Mr.  Whit- 
bread, Lady  St.  John’s  father.  A brafs  plate  is  preferved  in  memory  of  Robert 
Pavely  efq.  who  died  in  1377.  The  St.  Johns  inherited  confiderable  property  in 
Bedfordlhire  by  a marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  this  family.  An  organ  was  put  up 
at  Melchborn  in  1800,  by  Lord  St.  John,  who  maintains  an  organid  at  his  own 
expence.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  knights-hofpitallers,  are 
now  veded  in  Lord  St.  John,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Meppershall,  orMEPSHALL,  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  lies  about  two  miles 
fouth  of  Shefford.  The  manor  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  family  of  Mepper- 
fhall,  who  held  it  by  the  fervice  of  attending  the  king  in  his  wars  with  a horfe  of  no 
fixed  price,  a coat  of  mail,  a fword,  lance,  iron  head-piece,  and  a little  knife  p. 
They  continued  in  podefiion  as  late  as  the  year  1453  s;  f°on  a^ter  which,  their 
edates  paded  by  marriage  to  the  Botelers r.  The  manor  of  Mepperdiall  now 
belongs  to  the  daughters  of  the  late  Thomas  Poynter  efq.  to  whofe  family  it  paded 
by  purchafe,  from  the  Fleetwoods,  about  the  year  1768.  A moated  fite  near  the 
church-yard  was,  it  is  probable,  the  feat  of  the  Mepperlhalls. 

The  manor  of  Polehanger,  in  this  parilh,  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of 
Chickfand,  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  George  Odborn  bart. 

"'Dugdale.  n Leland’s  Itin.  ® Tanner.  * Blount’s  Tenures,  « Efch.  Edw.  II. — Henry  VI. 
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The  monaftery  of  Warden  had  an  eftate  in  this  parifh  called  Woodhull  Grange. 
Soon  after  the  Reformation  it  was  in  the  noble  family  of  Grey,  and  is  now,  by  in- 
heritance, the  property  of  Lady  Lucas. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  tombs  of  the  Mepperflialls  and  Botelers,  with  their 
effigies  in  brafs.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford, 
is  vefted  in  the  mafter  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cambridge.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  this  parifh  being  fituated  in  two  counties,  is  noticed  in  the  furvey  of 
Domefday  ; a part  of  it  is  in  an  infulated  portion  of  Hertfordfhire.  The  dining 
parlour  of  the  old  parfonage  houfe,  which  flood  within  a moated  fite,  and  has 
lately  been  removed,  was  on  the  boundary  of  the  two  counties.  The  beam  had 
the  following  infcription,  alluding  to  this  circumflance  : 

“ If  you  with  to  go  into  Hertfordlliire, 

Hitch  a little  nearer  the  fire.” 

The  prefent  parfonage-houfe  flands  alfo  in  the  two  counties.  The  church  is  an 
Bedfordffiire. 

Near  this  place,  in  Hertfordfhire,  is  an  ancient  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Thomas, 
of  which  a farther  account  will  be  given  in  the  defcription  of  that  county. 

Milbrook,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornfloke  and  deanery  ofFlitt,  is  a fmall 
village,  fcarcely  a mile  from  Amptbill.  At  this  place  was  a cell  of  Benedidine 
monks,  belonging  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s,  which  was  removed  about  the  year 
1 1 19,  by  Geffrey,  the  1 6th  abbot  of  that  monaftery,  to  Moddry,  otherwife  Beau- 
lieu, in  Hertfordfhire  5,  the  prior  of  which  place  had  a grant  of  free  warren  in  Mil- 
brook,  in  1294'.  The  manor  having  belonged  fucceffively  to  the  St,  Amands  and 
Beauchamps,  was  purchafed  of  the  latter  by  Sir  John  Cornwall,  who,  in  1442,  was 
created  Baron  of  Milbrook.  Not  long  after  the  death  of  this  brave  officer,  who  was 
better  known  by  his  other  title  of  Lord  Fanhope,  Milbrook  became  vefted  in  the 
crown,  and  was  annexed  to  the  honour  of  Ampthill.  The  leafe  of  the  manor  is 
now  vefted  in  the  Earl  of  Upper-Offory,  in  confequence  of  an  exchange  with  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford,  who  was  leffee  of  the  honor  of  Ampthill. 

The  parifh  church  ftands  on  a hill  which  overhangs  the  village.  From  the 
church-yard  is  an  extenftve  profped  over  the  vale  of  Bedford.  In  the  church  win- 
dows are  the  arms  of  Lord  Fanhope,  with  the  garter.  In  the  chancel  is  a tablet  to 
the  memory  of  Dr.  George  Lawfon,  redor,  who  died  in  1684.  He  was  employed 
by  his  patron,  Robert,  earl  of  Aylefbury,  in  feveral  confidential  meffages  relating 

5 Lives  of  the  Abbots  of  St.  Alban’s  annexed  to  Mat.  Paris  1008.  ' Cart.  22  Edw.  I. 
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to  the  Rettoration.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Aft  of  Parliament  patted 
in  1795,  when  a fmall  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  reftor,  who  was  farther 
compenfated  by  a com  rent,  charged  on  lands  allotted  to  the  Earl  of-  Offory, 
who  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  The  reftor  had  an  allotment  alfo  in  lieu  of 
fern,  on  Milbrook  warren,  and  there  was  an  allotment  to  the  poor  for  fuel. 

Milton-Bryant,  more  properly  Milton-Bryen,  in  the  hundred  ofMan- 
fhead,  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  lies  about  two  miles  from  Woburn,  a little  to  the 
north  of  the  London  road.  The  family  of  Bryen,  and  the  abbot  of  Woburn  had 
anciently  manors  in  this  parifh u.  Since  the  Reformation  the  manor  of  Milton- 
Bryant  has  been  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Stanton  w and  Johnfon.  It  is  now  the 
property  and  feat  of  Sir  Hugh  Inglis,  whofe  firft  wife  was  the  daughter  and  foie 
heirefs  of  the  late  Henry  Johnfon  efq.  Sir  Hugh  was  created  a baronet  in  1801. 
Robert  Fitz-Bryen,  gave  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory  to  Merton  abbey,  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  II x.  It  is  now  in  the  crown.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Aft  of 
Parliament  patted  in  1793,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  reftor 
in  lieu  of  his  glebe,  and  a corn  rent,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Milton-Ernest,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies 
about  five  miles  from  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  Higham-Ferrers.  It  took  its  name 
from  the  family  of  Erneys,  Harneys,  or  Ernefl,  (for  they  are  thus  varioufly  de- 
fcribed  in  records,)  who  poffeffed  the  manor  from  the  year  1 3 1 6 y,  or  earlier,  till 
1 542,  when  it  patted  to  the  family  of  Thrnor,  of  Haverill  in  Suffolk,  by  mar- 
riage with  the  heirefs  of  Sir  Walter  Ernefl7'.  Sir  Chriflopher  Turnor,  baron  of 
the  Exchequer,  was  of  this  family,  poffeffed  the  eflate,  refided  at  Milton,  and  lies 
buried  in  the  parifh  church.  His  fons  fold  the  manor  to  Sir  Thomas  Rolt  of  Sa- 
comb,  of  whofe  widow  it  was  re-purchafed,  about  the  year  1700,  by  Sir  Edmund 
Turnor,  younger  brother  of  the  judge,  and  his  grandfon  John.  In  1719,  Edmund 
Turnor  efq.  of  Stoke-Rochford,  fold  it  to  Sir  George  Byng,  afterwards  Vifcount 
Torrington,  who  had  married  Margaret  Matter,  a grand-daughter  of  Sir  Chrifto- 
pher  Turnor.  It  was  afterwards  the  praperty  of  Mrs.  Stukely,  fitter  of  Margaret, 
Lady  Torrington,  who  bequeathed  it  to  Withers  Bramtton  efq.  of  Hall-Place,  near 
Battngttoke. . In  1799,  Mr.  Bramtton  fold  it  to  Mr.  Robert  Gibbins,  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

The  manor  of  Baffets,  in  this  parifh,  tvas  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  family  of 

“ Nomina  Villarum,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  N°  6281,  Harl.  MSS.  w Efch.  Car.  I. 

* Manning’s  Hiftory  of  Surrey,  I.  251.  3 Nomina  Villarum.  2 From  the  information  of 
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Rolt,  of  Milton,  a branch  of  the  Rolts  of  Sacomb.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Boyden.  There  is  a third  manor  called  Babbs,  which  is  now  in  feveralties,  be- 
tween T.  Fiiher  efq.  Mr.  Ellis  Shipley,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Wyatt. 

In  the  parifli  church  are  monuments  of  the  families  of  Turnor  and  Rolt.  The 
great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s.  In  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  the  redtory  belonged  to  the  family  of  Franklyn.  Sir  Ed- 
mund Turnor,  who,  it  is  probable,  purchafed  of  the  Franklyns,  in  the  year  1693  mu‘ 
ficently  endowed  the  vicarage  with  the  great  tithes,  then  let  at  iool.  per  annum , 
and  a parfonage  houfe.  His  defcendant,  Edmund  Turnor  efq.  of  Panton,  in  Lin- 
colnfhire,  is  the  prefent  patron.  Among  many  other  adls  of  charity  for  which  Sir 
Edmund  Tumor  hands  recorded  as  a public  benefadlor,  is  the  foundation  of  an  alms- 
houfe  at  this  place  in  the  year  1695,  for  fix  poor  perfons,  which  he  endowed  with 
lands  in  Milton,  Clapham,  and  Oakley,  now  let  at  34I.  per  annum.  An  aft  of 
Parliament  paffed  for  inclofing  the  parifh  in  1803,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
affigned  to  the  vicar  in  lieu  of  the  great  and  fmall  tithes. 


Northill,  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree,  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  about 
eight  miles  nearly  eaft  of  Bedford,  was  called  in  ancient  records  North-Yevel.  It 
was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Trally,  or  Traylly.  Sir  John  Traylly,  the  laft  heir- 
male  of  that  family  (who  were  not  fummoned  to  Parliament  as  barons  later  than 
the  reign  of  King  John  z),  died  feifed  of  it  in  1350®.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
John  Harvey  efq.  of  Ickwell-bury  who  purchafed  it,  in  1802,  of  John  Robinfon 
efq.  of  Benfton-Hall,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  An  anceflor  of  Mr.  Robinfon’s, 
nearly  a century  ago,  married  an  heirefs  of  the  Bromfall  family,  who  were  for  a con- 
fiderable  time  proprietors  of  this  manor.  Owen  Thomas  Bromfall  efq.  who  is  fup- 
pofedto  have  been  the  lafl  heir-male  of  the  family,  was  buried  at  Northill  in  1731. 

The  manors  of  Thorncote,  Hatch,  Brookend,  and  Budna,  which  belonged 
for  many  years  to  the  Bromfalls,  were  purchafed  of  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  Gray’s- 
Inn,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Godfrey  Thornton  efq.  of  Moggerhanger. 

The  manors  of  Upper  and  Lower  Caldecot,  and  the  manor  of  Ickwell,  have 
been,  for  more  than  a century,  in  the  family  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  John  Har- 
vey efq.  who  has  a feat  in  this  parilh  called  Ickwell-bury.  Mr.  Harvey  has  two 
other  eftates,  called  the  manors  of  Hartfholm  and  Blundells,  in  the  two  Caldecots. 
Mr.  Fyfhe  Palmer  has  a feat  at  Ickw’ell,  wThich  he  inherits  from  the  Fyfhes. 
Humphrey  Fyfhe  efq.  of  Ickwell,  was  fheriff  of  the  county  in  1684.  An- 
other  manor  of  Caldecot,  in  Northill,  having  been  previoufly  in  the  families  of 
Fyfhe,  Moore,  Ratchford,  and  Vaughan,  was  conveyed  in  1714,  to  Mrs.  Stukely, 
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whofe  nephew,  the  Hon.  John  Byng,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  of  Gray’s 
Inn. 

The  pariih  church,  a large  and  handfome  Gothic  drudure,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  built  in  the  beginning  of  Henry  IV.’s  reign  ; at  which  time  it  was  made 
collegiate  by  Sir  Gerard  Braybroke,  one  of  Sir  John  Traylly’s  executors.  In  the 
roof  of  the  porch,  which  is  of  done,  are  the  arms  of  Traylly,  a crofs  flory  between 
four  martlets.  Northill  college  was  founded  in  the  year  1405,  for  a warden  or 
mafter,  and  a difcretionary  number  of  fellows,  chaplains,  or  miniders,  who  were 
to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  Sir  John  Traylly  and  Reginald  his  fon,  both  then  deceafedb. 
The  lands  belonging  to  this  college,  valued  at  61I.  5s.  3d.  per  annum , were  granted, 
in  1548,  to  William  Fitzwilliam c. 

In  the  chancel  of  Northill  church  are  monuments  of  the  Harveys  of  Ickwell-bury ; 
and  the  following  epitaph  for  Capel  Berrow,  a theological  writer  of  fome  note, 
author  of  a treatife  “ On  the  Lapfe  of  human  Souls,”  who  was  forty  years  curate 
of  the  pariih : “ Quicquid  fuit  mortale  Rev*.  Capel  Berrow,  A.  M.  Honimi.  Gul. 
Comitis  Cowper  a facris,  fub  hoc  marmore  conditur  ; immortale  vero  ut  pium  eft 
credere,  coelum  confcendit  beatorum  ordinibus  afcribendum.  Quippe  ft  quern  virtus 
egregia,  fingularis  humanitas,  cultufque  numinis  fervidus  ac  frequens,  merito  com- 
mendant,  hunc  integerrima  plane  vita,  facile  ingenium  ac  liberale  ut  animus  uni 
fceleri  infenfus,  laudibus  abunde  cumularunt.  Hujus  paroch.  40  circiter  annos 
pallor  miro  quodam  impetu  verborum  et  deledu  munus  divinum  illuftravit ; et 
quid  verum  atque  decens  non  dixilfe  folum  vifus  ed  orator  fed  infpirantem  fui 
cordis  tabulam,  etiarn  et  tranfcripfiffe.  Patri  quidem  optime  promerito,  5 Cal.  Nov. 
1751,  vita  defundo  act.  anno  70,  hoc  pietatis  et  affedus  monumentum  filii  lugentes 
pofuere.”  The  ead  window  of  the  chancel  is  fitted  up  with  dained  glafs,  by 
J.  Oliver,  confiding  of  the  royal  arms,  thofe  of  the  grocers’  company,  and  of 
feveral  of  their  maders  and  wardens ; and  the  arms  of  Margaret  Lady  Slayny,  with 
whofe  money,  given  in  trud  to  the  grocers’  company  for  charitable  purpofes,  the 
impropriate  redory  and  advowfon  of  Northill,  formerly  belonging  to  the  collegiate 
church,  were  purchafed  in  1664.  The  grocers’  company  prefent  to  the  benefice, 
now  called  a redory,  having  fince  that  time  been  endowed  with  fuch  of  the  great 
and  fmall  tithes  as  were  included  in  the  purchafe,  viz.  the  great  tithes  of  Beedon, 
Thorncot,  Hatch,  Budna,  and  Brookend,  with  fome  few  exceptions,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fmall  tithes,  excepting  thofe  of  the  college  farm,  and  a few  other 
lands.  Mr.  Harvey  of  Ickwell-bury  has  the  great  tithes  of  Northill,  Ickwell,  and 
the  two  Caldecots,  with  fome  few  exceptions.  Allotments  of  land  were  made  to 
the  feveral  proprietors  of  tithes  under  an  inclofure  ad,  which  palled  in  the  year 

b Pat.  6 Hen.  IV.  * Tanner. 

1780. 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


121 


1780.  Some  further  allotments  for  tithes  appear  to  have  been  made  to  the  incum- 
bent of  Northill,  under  an  aft  which  paflfed  in  1796  for  the  inclofmg  of  this 
parilh  and  Blunham. 

Oakley,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  on  the 
banks  of  the  Oufe,  about  four  miles  north-well;  of  Bedford.  The  manor  was,  at 
an  early  period,  in  the  baronial  family  of  Argentine1 * 3 ; it  was  afterwards  held  by 
the  family  of  Reynes  under  the  Lords  Roos b,  and  acquired  the  name  of  Oakley 
Reynes.  It  became  veiled  in  the  crown,  on  the  attainder  of  Lord  Vaux  in  1464°. 
A younger  fon  of  the  fil'd  Lord  Mordaunt  fettled  at  Oakley  in  the  fixteenth  century  ; 
it  is  probable  that  he  acquired  the  manor  either  by  grant  or  purchafe.  His  defcen- 
dants  were  certainly  poffeffed  of  it  in  1679  ; in  which  year  it  was  alienated  to  Sir 
Creffwell  Levinz,  one  of  the  Juflices  of  the  Common  Pleas d.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  the  Levinz 
family  in  173 7.  The  Duke  has  a villa  at  Oakley,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Oufe,  which  was  his  country-feat  before  he  fucceeded  to  the  title. 

The  parilh  church  appears  to  have  been  built  by  one  of  the  family  of  Reynes, 
who  lies  buried  under  an  Ogie  arch  in  the  fouth  wall,  where  is  his  effigies  in  robes, 
on  an  altar-tomb,  with  his  arms,  and  two  other  coats.  The  great  tithes,  which 
were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Caldwell,  are  now  veiled  in  the  provolt  and 
fellows  of  Eton  College,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  Duke  of  Bedford 
is  leffee  under  the  College.  An  Aft  of  Parliament  palled  for  inclofmg  this  parilh 
in  1803,  when  allotments  of  land  in  lieu  of  tithes  were  affigned  to  the  impropriators, 
and  to  the  vicar. 

Odell,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  upon  the  banks 
of  the  Oufe,  one  mile  from  Harold,  and  about  ten  miles  north-weft  of  Bedford,  on 
the  borders  of  Northamptonlhire.  In  1222  William  Fitzwarren  had  a grant  of  a 
market  at  this  place  on  Thurfdays e.  The  next  year  a prohibition  was  ilfued,  com- 
manding that  the  market  lhould  not  be  held,  if  it  proved  detrimental  to  the  neigh- 
bouring market  of  Olney  in  Buckinghamffiire f.  It  is  mod  probable  there  was 
then  no  market  at  Harold.  The  market  at  Odell  was  confirmed  in  1242  s,  but  has 
long  been  difufed.  A fair  is  held  annually  on  the  Thurfday  and  Friday  in 
Whitfun-week. 

Odell,  anciently  called  Wahul  or  Wodhull,  was  the  feat  of  an  ancient  barony, 
belonging,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  to  Walter  Flandrenfis,  whofe  pode- 

1 Cart.  Edw.  II.  b Efch.  17  Edw.  III.  c Efch.  4 Edw.  IV.  d Duke  of  Bedford’s 
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rity  were  called  De  Wahul h.  Several  manors  in  Bedfordfhire,  Northamptonfhire, 
and  Buckinghamfhire,  were  parcels  of  the  barony.  The  family  of  Wahul  were 
not  fummoned  to  parliament  after  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  but  they  continued  in 
the  male  line,  and  called  themfelves  the  Lords  Wahul  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
when  the  heir  female  of  Anthony,  titular  Lord  Wahul,  married  Richard  Chet- 
wode,  a younger  fon  of  Roger  Chetwode  efq.  of  Oakley  in  Staffordfhire '.  Sir 
Richard  Chetwode,  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  being  pofiefled  of  the  manor 
of  Odell,  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  obtain  the  title  of  Lord  Wahul,  by  peti- 
tion to  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  His  defcendant,  Knightly  Chetwode,  renewed  the 
claim  about  the  middle  of  the  lad:  century,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs k.  The 
manor  of  Great  Wodhull  or  Odell  had  been  long  before  fold  by  the  Chetwodes 
to  the  Alflons  ’.  Sir  Thomas  Alfton  of  Odell  was  created  a baronet  in  1642.  The 
prefent  baronet,  Sir  John  Alflon,  reftdes  in  Cambridgefhire.  Odell  is  the  feat  and 
property  of  Thomas  Alfton  efq. 

Leland,  who  vifited  Bedfordfhire  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  defcribes  Odell 
Caftle  as  “ ftrange  ruins  belonging  to  the  Lord  Bray.”  It  feems  difficult  to  reconcile 
this  with  its  defcent  from  the  Lords  Wahul  to  the  Chetwodes,  which  is  proved  by 
~ various  records.  Odell  Caftle  ftands  on  an  eminence,  and  commands  a beautiful 
view  of  the  river  Oufe,  and  the  adjacent  country  : very  little  remains  of  the  old 
building  ; the  prefent  houfe  is  chiefly  modern.  The  fouth  front  was  built  by  Lady 
Wolftenholme,  relict  of  Sir  Rowland  Alfton,  who  died  in  1698. 

The  manor  of  Little  Odell  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  part  of  the 
eftate  of  Euftace  Earl  of  Boloigne  j and  continued,  for  a confiderable  time,  to  be 
part  of  the  honor  of  Boloigne,  but  was  afterwards  annexed  to  the  barony  of 
Wahul  ra. 

The  parifli  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  building,  and  has  feveral  monuments  of 
the  family  of  Alfton.  The  chantry-roll  for  Bedfordfhire n mentions,  that  there  was 
an  endowment,  before,  . the  Reformation,  for  the  maintenance  of  a lamp  in  this 
church,  and  for  a drinkings  that  is,  a church  ale.  Mr.  Alfton  is  patron  of  the 
redtory.  In  1556  Sir  Ofwald  Butler,  redtor  of  Odell,  did  penance  in  the  parifh 
church,  by  order  of  Cardinal  Pole,  for  living  with  his  wife0.  The  parifh  of  Odell 
has  been  inclofed  under  an  Adi  of  Parliament  which  pafled  in  1776,  when  an  allot- 
ment of  land  was  affigned  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Pavenham,  or  Pavingham,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clop- 
ham,  lies  about  fix  miles  north-weft  of  Bedford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the 

h See  Cooper’s  Hiftory  of  Odell,  in  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  ‘Ibid.  y Ibid.  ‘Ibid.  m Ibid. 
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Pabenhams p,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  an  heir  female,  to  the  Tyringhams  \ It 
has  fince  been,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  Alfton  family,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Thomas  Alfton  efq.  The  Mafter  and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge have  a manor,  and  the  impropriate  redtory  of  this  parilh,  and  are  patrons  of 
the  vicarage,  which  is  united  to  Felmerfham.  In  the  church  are  tombs  of  the 
families  of  Alfton  and  Franklyn.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Adt  of  Par- 
liament, in  1769,  when  allotments  of  land  in  lieu  of  tithes  were  affigned  to  the 
impropriators,  and  to  the  vicar.  Stafford  bridge  over  the  Oufe,  with  a caufey  of 
thirty-five  arches,  paffable  for  carriages,  but  without  a fence,  is  in  this  parilh. 

Pertenhall,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Huntingdonlhire,  about  three  miles  from  Kimbolton.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  Peyvres r and  Dayrells ; from  the  latter  it  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the 
Mowbrays5.  Sir  William  Compton,  being  feil'ed  of  it  in  1518,  fold  it  to  Bifhop 
Fox,  the  founder  of  Corpus  Chrifti  College  in  Oxford,  by  whom  it  was  given  to 
that  Society. 

The  knights  templars  had  the  advowfon  of  the  church,  and  an  eftate  ftill  called 
Knights  Templars,  where  is  the  fite  of  a moated  manfion.  Sir  Edward  Montague, 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  had  an  eftate  in  Pertenhall,  parcel  of  the 
manor  of  Hoo,  and  held  under  that  of  Kimbolton f.  The  manors  of  Pertenhall- 
How,  and  Bell’s  alias  Conington’s-fee,  were  fold  by  Simon  Taylor  efq.  in  1790,  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pagett,  and  are  now  the  property  of  William  Pagett  efq.  John 
Sifmey  efq.  has  another  manor  in  Pertenhall,  which  he  inherited  from  the  family  of 
Deane. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  a crufader,  with  his  effigies  in  ftone ; 
and  in  the  chancel  that  of  Dr.  John  King,  redtor  of  Chelfea,  author  of  feveral 
tracts  and  fermons,  who  died  in  1732.  His  defcendant,  the  Rev.  John  King,  is 
now  patron  of  the  redlory  of  Pertenhall.  The  parin'!  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Adt 
of  Parliament,  paffed  in  1796,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  redtor 
in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Potesgrave,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  lies 
about  two  miles  and  a half  from  Woburn,  between  the  two  great  roads.  The 
manor  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of  Woburn  ; and  having  been  granted  by  king 
Edward  VI.  to  Lord  Clinton  and  Say,  was  foon  afterwards  conveyed  to  the  family 
of  Saunders  ; and,  having  fince  paffed  by  the  fame  title  as  Battlefden,  was,  together 

' Efch.  Hen.  III.  &c.  ’ Efch.  Rich.  II.  r Cart.  Hen.  III.  * Cl.  12  Edvv.  IV. 
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with  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  the  property  of  the  late  Sir  Gregory  Page  Turner 
bart.  who  died  fince  the  account  of  that  parilh  was  printed,  and  is  fucceeded  in 
title  and  eftate  by  his  fon  Gregory  Ofborne,  a minor.  The  manor  of  Lovelfbury 
in  Potefgrave  belonged  to  the  family  of  Morton  in  the  fourteenth  century u.  It 
has  fmce  been  united  to  the  manor  of  Potefgrave.  A third  manor,  which  was  in  the 
family  of  Lucy  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  to  that  of  Edward  IV.  w and  afterwards 
in  the  family  of  Fitzjeffrey,  is  fuppofed  alfo  to  have  been  united  to  Potefgrave.  In 
the  church  are  fome  tombs  of  the  Saunders  family. 

Potton,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  is  a confi- 
derable  market-town  on  the  borders  of  Cambridgefhire,  forty-eight  miles  from 
London.  The  market,  which,  though  not  fo  great  as  formerly,  is  ftill  well  fup- 
plied  with  all  forts  of  grain,  particularly  wheat  and  barley,  is  held  on  Saturday. 
The  date  of  the  charter  has  not  been  found  on  record.  A fair  on  the  feftival  of 
St.  James  was  granted,  in  1227,  to  Henry  deBraybroke,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
King’s  Bench x,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  then  polfeiTed  of  the  manor.  There 
are  now  four  fairs,  Feb.  2,  Old  Lady-day,  Old  Midfummer-day,  and  Oft.  2 6. 
A great  fire  happened  at  Potton  in  the  year  1783,  when  more  than  fifty  dwelling- 
houfes  were  deftroyed,  befides  out-houfes,  &c.  The  damage  was  computed  at 
upwards  of  25,000k  Above  6000k  were  collefted  for  the  pooreft  of  the  fufferers. 
Since  this  accident  the  market  is  faid  to  have  declined.  The  number  of  houfes, 
according  to  the  returns  made  to  Parliament  in  1801,  purfuant  to  the  Population 
Aft,  was  239  ; that  of  inhabitants  1103. 

The  manor  of  Potton  was  in  the  Nevills  from  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  to  the 
year  1431 y,  and  afterwards,  for  many  generations,  in  the  Burgoynes  of  Sutton. 
It  has  fince  been  in  the  Torrington  family,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Samuel 
Whitbread  efq.  M.  P.  whofe  father  purchafed  it  in  1795.  The  De  la  Poles  had  a 
manor  in  Potton  in  the  fourteenth  century  % which,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  was 
in  the  family  of  Tanfield  % being  then  called  the  manor  of  Potton-Mynchmaured. 
It  has  long  been  united  to  the  other  manor b. 

The  great  tithes  of  Potton  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  the  Minories  in 
London,  in  the  year  1394.  They  now  belong  to  the  parilh  of  Thackfled  in  Elfex, 
having  been  purchafed,  under  a decree  in  Chancery,  with  a fum  of  money  bequeathed 
to  that  parilh  by  William  Lord  Maynard  in  1698,  for  charitable  ufes c.  The  vicar- 
age of  Potton  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown.  When  the  parilh  was  inclofed,  under  an 

" Tomb  in  Woburn  church.  w Efchcats.  * Cart.  II  Hen.  III.  y Efch. 

* Cl.  36  Edw.  III.  a Efcheats.  b The  a£t  for  inclofing  the  parilh  of  Potton,  in  1774, 

fpeaks  alfo  of  the  manors  of  Potton- Re&oria  and  Potton-Burdett,  as  being  then  the  property  of  Lord 
Torringtonf  1 Morant’s  Effex. 
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Adt  of  Parliament,  which  paffed  in  1774,  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  in  lieu 
of  the  vicarial  tithes. 

PuniNGTON,  or  Podington,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clop- 
ham,  lies  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonlhire,  thirteen  miles  north-well  of  Bedford, 
and  about  five  miles  from  Higham  Ferrers.  King  Henry  III.  in  1227,  granted  the 
manor  of  Pudington  to  Ifolda  de  Dover,  till  fuch  time  as  he  fhould  think  fit  to 
reflore  it  to  the  heir's  of  Reginald  Damartin,  Earl  of  Boloigne,  whofe  property  it  had 
formerly  been  ; in  which  cafe  he  promifed  to  grant  her  an  equivalent d.  The 
manor  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  Greys  of  Ruthin,  and  in  the  Bromfletes  e. 
In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  being  veiled  in  the  crown,  it  was  annexed  to  the  honor 
of  Ampthill.  In  1557  it  was  granted  to  George  Bredymanf.  In  King  James’s 
reign  it  was  in  the  family  of  Payne,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  an  heir  female  to  that 
of  Child.  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Child,  who  died  in  1647, 
married  George  Orlebar,  ancellor  of  Richard  Orlebar  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor  s, 
who  has  a feat  in  the  parilh,  called  Hinwick-Houfe,  built  about  the  year  1710. 
The  fite  of  the  ancient  manor-houfe,  which  appears  to  have  been  a callellated  man- 
fion h,  is  occupied  by  a farm. 

Hinwick-Hall,  a fhort  diflance  from  Mr.  Orlebar’s,  anciently  the  property  of  the 
Pabenhams  and  Tyringhams’,  was  the  feat  of  General  Livefay,  who  died  in  1717, 
and  lies  buried  in  Pudington  church,  where  there  is  a monument  to  his  memory. 
He  was  a defcendant  of  Sir  Michael  Livefay,  the  regicide,  of  whom  there  was  a 
few  years  ago  a portrait  at  Hinwick-Hall.  This  manfion  is  now  in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  Wagllaff,  defcended  in  the  female  line  from  General  Livefay’s  brother.  The 
ellate  is  divided  among  feveral  co-heirs,  of  whom  the  prefent  occupier  is  one. 

In  Pudington  church  are  monuments  of  the  families  of  Payne,  Child,  and  Orle- 
bar. The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Canons- Alhby  in  Northamptonlhire,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  have  of  late 
years  palled  with  the  manor.  In  the  library  at  Hinwick-Houfe  is  a Cartulary  of  the 
priory  of  Canons-Alhby.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Adi  of  Parliament 
paffed  in  1765,  when  allotments  of  land  were  afligned  to  the  impropriator  and 
vicar  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Pulloxhill,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  is  fituated  on  a hill  about 
fix  miles  fouth-eall  of  Ampthill.  It  was  parcel  of  the  ancient  barony  of  Cainhoe, 

4 Cart.  11  Hen  . III.  e Efch.  Edw.  II. — IV.  f Mr.  Orlebar’s  Papers. 

* Cooper’s  account  of  Pudington,  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  b Ibid.  1 See  Efch.  Hen.  Ifl.  &c. 
where  it  is  called  the  manor  of  Hinwick, 
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under  which  it  was  for  fome  time  held  by  the  family  of  Pyrot k.  At  the  time  of 
the  dilfolution  of  monafteries,  the  manor  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple.  The 
demefne  lands  and  the  manor-houfe  were  granted  by  king  Edward  VI.  in  1 548,  to  Sir 
Thomas  Palmer.  The  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Lady  Lucas,  as  reprefentative 
of  the  Greys,  earls  of  Kent,  who  poffeffed  it  fo^feveral  generations.  The  abbot  of 
Woburn  had  a manor  in  this  parifh,  perhaps  that  of  Beeches  and  Upbury,  of 
which  George  Fitz  efq.  died  feifed  in  1601,  as  appears  by  his  epitaph  in  the  parifh 
church.  The  manor  of  Ragons,  with  lands  in  Pulloxhill  and  Flitton,  was,  in  the 
year  1521,  in  the  family  of  Hill ],  who  in  1691  fold  it  to  the  Earl  of  Aylefbury. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of 
the  Aylefbury  family,  in  1738.  In  the  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  William 
Bryers,  who  died  in  1653.  The  redtory  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  were  given 
by  John  Pyrot  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple.  They  are  now  veiled  in  Lady 
Lucas. 

Ravensden,  in  the  hundred  of  Barford  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  four  miles 
north-eafl  of  Bedford.  The  Pigots,  Latimers,  and  Mowbrays,  had  manors  in  this 
parifh,  as  parcels  of  the  barony  of  Bedford.  The  Goftwicks  purchafed  of  the  Mow- 
brays. Their  eftate,  which  feems  to  have  been  confidered  as  the  principal  manor, 
was  fold  to  the  Marlborough  family  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century.  In  1774 
it  was  purchafed  by  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  who,  not  long  afterwards,  conveyed  it 
to  the  father  of  Mifs  Butcher,  the  prefent  proprietor. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Southoufe,  widow,  gives  a deputation  to  a game-keeper  for  avenfden 
Grange  in  this  parifh  ; and  E.  W.  Scrimfhire  Green  efq.  for  Ravenfden  Grange  in 
this  parifh,  and  Thurleigh.  One  of  thefe,  it  is  probable,  belonged  to  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Warden,  who  had  a manor  in  this  parifh  m.  The  great  tithes  of 
Ravenfden  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham  : they  are  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Renhold  (anciently  Ronhale),  in  the  hundred  of  Barford  and  deanery  of 
Eaton,  lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  north-eafl  of  Bedford.  It  was  parcel  of  the 
eftate  of  the  Beauchamps,  barons  of  Bedford,  from  whom  it  feems  to  have  paffed  to 
the  Latimers  and  Nevills.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Goftwicks " by  purchafe,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  John  Polhill  efq.  The  monaftery  of  Warden  had  a manor  in 
Renhold,  which  became  their  property  in  1324  °.  Probably  this  was  Howberry,  the 
feat  of  the  Bechers  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  till  about  the  year  1780,  when  it 
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was  purchared  by  the  family  of  Polhill.  It  is  now  the  property  of  J.  Polhill 
efq.  who  has  alfo  the  manors  of  Salphobury  and  Flavills  in  this  parifh.  The 
great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham.  Mrs.  Stevens,  being 
the  impropriator  in  1749,  gave  them,  after  the  deceafe  of  one  or  two  perfons, 
of  whom  the  late  Richard  Orlebar  efq.  of  Hinwick  was  the  lad  furvivor,  to  the 
vicar  and  his  fuccelfors  for  ever.  Mr.  Polhill  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Ridgmont,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornfloke  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  which  lies 
about  three  miles  north-eafl  of  Woburn,  is  called  in  old  records  Rugemont,  i.  e.  the 
red  hill ; a name  very  appropriate  to  its  fituation  and  the  colour  of  the  foil.  The 
principal  manor  in  this  parifh  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Woburn,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  Another  manor,  called 
the  manor  of  Segenhoe-cum-Ridgmont,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey, 
parcel  of  the  barony  of  Wahul,  under  which  it  was  a long  while  held  by  the  Greys, 
Lords  of  Ruthin,  and  Earls  of  Kent.  A branch  of  this  family  fettled  at  Ridg- 
mont, which  from  them  was  called  formerly  Ridgmont-Grey.  Thomas,  grandfon 
of  Reginald  Lord  Grey,  was  created,  in  1450,  Lord  Grey  of  Rugemont.  He  was 
attainted,  at  the  acceflion  of  king  Edward  IV.  for  his  adherence  to  the  houfe  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  died  without  ififue.  The  manor  of  Segenhoe-cum-Ridgmont  was  the 
property  of  the  late  Thomas  Potter  efq.  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Juftices  for  Wales, 
who  had  a feat  at  Ridgmont,  now,  together  with  the  manor,  belonging  to  Dr. 
Macqueen,  who  married  his  daughter.  Dr.  Macqueen  has  alfo  the  manor  of 
Bevans  in  this  parifh,  fo  called  from  an  ancient  family  which  were  fettled  there 
as  early  as  the  thirteenth  century p.  The  laft  of  the  name,  a refpeftable  yeoman, 
has  lately  quitted  Ridgmont,  to  refide  at  Leighton-Bufard.  There  was  anciently 
a caflle  at  Segenhoe,  which  exifled  as  late  as  the  year  1276  q : it  is  probable  that 
it  was  then  a feat  of  the  barons  of  Wahull. 

The  manor  of  Brogborough  in  this  parifh  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  fur- 
vey, and  long  afterwards,  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Wahull  or  Odell.  From  1308 
till  1573%  if  not  lat.er,  it  was  held  by  the  noble  family  of  Grey,  under  that 
barony.  It  afterwards  came  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted,  in  1628,  to  Ditch- 
field  and  others,  conveyed  in  1632  to  the  family  of  Stone,  and  by  them,  in  1702, 
to  the  anceflors  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  is  the  prefent  proprie- 
tor. Brogborough  Park,  having  continued  in  the  crown,  was,  after  the  death  of 
king  Charles  I.  fold  to  John  Okey,  one  of  the  regicides.  After  the  Reftoration  it 
was  granted  to  Mr.  John  Afhburnham,  and  was  fold  by  his  defcendant.  Lord  Afh- 
burnham,  about  1725,  to  the  Radcliffes  of  Hitchin  in  Hertfordfhire,  who  for  fome 

r Efch.  Edw.  II.— Eliz, 


p Chron.  Dunft. 


' Ibid. 


2 


time 


128 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


time  refided  at  Brogborough  Park.  The  houfe  has  been  long  deferted.  The  eftat-e 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Frances  Radcliffe,  relid  of  the  late 
John  Radcliffe  efq. 

Bickerings  Park  in  this  parifh,  was,  it  is  probable,  the  feat  of  John 
Bekeryng,  who  was  knight  of  the  (hire  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  It  was  in  the 
crown,  in  the  17th  century,  and  after  the  Reftoration  was  granted  to  John 
Afhburnham  efq.  In  1725,  Lord  Afhburnham  fold  it  to  the  Radcliffes ; and  it 
is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Deirne  Radcliffe,  who  has  lately  affumed  the 
name,  on  his  marriage  with  Mifs  Clarke,  niece  and  heir  of  the  late  John  Rad- 
cliffe efq. 

Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Odell,  fays  that  there  was  formerly  a church  at 
Segenhoe,  which  has  been  demolifhed.  It  is  certain  that  Walter  de  Wahul  gave  the 
redory  of  this  parifh,  by  the  name  of  the  church  of  Segenhoe,  to  the  priory  of  Dun- 
ftaple,  about  the  year  nooa.  The  impropriation  is  now  vefted  in  the  Duke  of 
Bedford,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Ad 
of  Parliament  paffed  in  1796,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  impro- 
priator in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Risely,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  about  11  miles 
north  of  Bedford,  appears  to  have  been  anciently  parcel-  of  the  barony  of  Traylly, 
under  which  it  was  held  by  the  families  of  Burnell b and  Croyfer c.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  St.  John,  whofe  anceflors  poffeffed  it  as 
early  as  the  year  1399  d.  Another  manor  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  Dayrells6, 
and  Pertefhills  or  Percellsf;  from  1629  to  1674,  it  was  in  the  family  of  Elmes,  of 
whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Crefwell  Levinz,  one  of  thejuftices  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas s.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather 
purchafed  it  of  the  Levinz  family,  in  1737.  The  church  was  given  by  Alice  de 
Tonbridge  to  the  knights  templars  h,  and  was  afterwards  granted,  with  moft  of  the 
property  of  that  order,  to  the  hofpitallers.  The  impropriation  is  now  vefted  in 
Lord  St.  John,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  This  parifti  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
Act  of  Parliament  paffed  in  1793.  An  allotment  of  land  was  aftigned  to  the  impro- 
priator for  the  great  tithes,  and  a corn  rent  to  the  vicar.  The  vicarage  had  been 
endowed  with  the  tithes  of  hay. 

Roxton,  in  the  hundred  of  Barford  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  eight  miles 
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north-eafl  of  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  St.  Neot’s.  The  manor  was,  in  1316,  the 
property  of  Walter  de  Baa1’,  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  St.  Johns'  and  Mor- 
daunts k.  It  now  belongs  to  a minor  of  the  name  of  Metcalfe,  in  whofe  family  it  has 
been  for  a confiderable  time.  Sir  George  Throckmorton,  in  the  year  1541,  gave  an 
eftate  in  this  pariih  to  King  Henry  VIII.  who,  in  1547,  granted  it  to  William 
Box.  This  eftate,  then  called  the  manor  of  Throckmortons,  or  Boxes,  in  Rox- 
ton,  was,  in  the  .17th  century,  in  the  family  of  Delawne1,  who  poifelfed  alfo  ano- 
ther eftate  called  the  manor  of  Collefdon,  or  Fitzjeffreys,  being  probably  the 
fame  which  one  of  that  family  died  feifed  of  in  1480,  and  which  had  been 
before  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  family  of  Bofom  ™.  Thefe  eftates  have  been 
for  many  years  annexed  to  the  principal  manor.  In  the  pariih  church  is  an  altar- 
tomb  in  memory  of  Roger  Hunt,  of  Chahefione , a hamlet  of  this  pariih,  who 
was  appointed  baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  1439.  The  great  tithes  of  Roxton,  for- 
merly appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Caldwell,  are  vefted  in  the  mailer  and  fcholars  of 
Trinity- College,  in  Cambridge,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

Salford,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  on  the  borders 
of  Buckinghamlhire,  about  12  miles  fouth-weft  of  Bedford.  It  was  formerly  the 
property  of  a family  who  took  their  name  from  the  place,  afterwards  of  the  Drake- 
lows",  and,  at  a later  period,  of  the  Charnocks,  ofHulcot,  from  whom  it  paffed 
by  marriage  to  the  Herveys,  of  Chilton  in  Buckinghamlhire : it  is  now  the  joint 
property  of  the  four  daughters  of  the  late  Rev.  Edward  Hervey.  In  the  pariih 
church  are  fome  ancient  monuments  of  a family  who  bore,  for  their  arms,  a plain 
chevron.  One  of  them  has  the  effigies  of  a crufader,  with  an  angel  at  his  head, 
and  two  lions  at  his  feet,  under  an  ogie  arch,  richly  ornamented.  The  great 
tithes  of  Salford,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham,  are  now 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Barbara  Hervey,  foie  patronefs  of  the  vicarage,  which  is 
united  to  Hulcot. 

Sandy,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  fo  called  from 
the  nature  of  its  foil,  lies  about  nine  miles  ealt  of  Bedford,  three  from  Potton,  and 
^tbout  the  fame  diftancefrom  Bigglefwade.  The  manor  in  1346,  after  the  death  of 
Roger  de  Beauchamp,  of  Eaton,  who  appears  to  have  had  only  a life-intereft  in  it, 
paffed,  in  confequence  of  fome  family  fettlement,  to  the  Engaynes  °.  Thomas 

h Nomina  Villarum  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  1 Collins’s  Peerage.  k Mr.  Cooper’s  Papers. 

1 Efch.  Car.  I.  m Nomina  Villarum,  and  Efch.  Hen.  VJL.-  n Cart.  Edw.  III.  and  Cl.  Rot. 
Hen.  VI.  0 Efch.  20  Edw.  III. 

VOL.  I. 


S 


Lord 


i3° 


BEDFORDSHIRE. 


Lord  Engayne,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1367,  left  only  female  heirs.  William 
Lord  Spencer  died  feifed  of  this  manor  in  1636  p.  Lewis,  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Hum- 
phrey Monoux,  of  Wootton,  in  this  county,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1660, 
was  of  Sandy,  which  has  ever  fince  been  in  the  family,  and  is  now  the  property 
* and  feat  of  Sir  Philip  Monoux  bart. 

The  Hafells  in  this  parifh  is  the  feat  of  Francis  Pym  efq.  whofe  father,  William 
Pym  efq.  of  Radwell,  became  poffeffed  of  it,  together  with  the  manor  of  Halelefs, 
alias  Hafells,  by  a marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Keylock  Kingfley  efq.  who  died  in 
1749.  This  manor  was  in  the  Burgoynes  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  was  fold  by  John  Burgoyne  efq.  in  1633,  to  Ephraim  Huit,  who  the  next  year 
fold  it  to  Robert  Brittain,  great-grandfather  of  Baron  Brittain,  of  whom  it  was 
purchafed  by  Mr.  Kingfley,  in  1721. 

" Mr.  Pym  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Girtford  in  this  parifh,  a confiderable  hamlet 
on  the  great  north  road,  with  a bridge  over  the  Ivel.  This  manor  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Caldwell,  and  was  granted  in  1540  to  the  Burgoynes.  In  1613  it  was 
fold  by  William,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  to  Francis  Lord  Ruffel.  Having  paffed  by 
fucceffive  alienations  to  the  families  of  Taylor,  Bromhall,  Edwards,  and  Pulleyne, 
x it  was  purchafed  of  the  latter  by  Mr.  Kingfley,  in  1741. 

Beejlon , another  hamlet  in  this  parifh,  lies  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  in 
/ the  hundred  of  Wixamtree.  The  manor  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbot  of  War- 

den, who  became  poffeffed  of  it  about  the  year  1386,  in  exchange  for  two  manors 
in  Cambridgefhire  q.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Godfrey  Thornton  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  monuments  of  the  Kingfleys  and  Pyms.  The  burial 
place  of  the  Monoux  family  is  at  Wootton.  Sir  Philip  Monoux  is  patron  of  the 
redory,  to  which  a manor  is  annexed. 

Certain  fields  in  this  parifh  were  inclofed  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament-  paffed  in  1780, 
and  the  remainder  by  an  Ad  which  paffed  in  1798,  when  an  allotment  having  been 
made  in  lieu  of  tithes,  one  third  was  affigned  to  the  redor,  and  the  remainder 
to  Sir  Philip  Monoux,  charged  with  a corn-rent  to  the  redor  : an  allotment  of  land 
was  given  to  the  poor  for  fuel,  and  a fmall  allotment  to  the  parifh  clerk  in  addition 
to  his  falary. 

An  account  of  the  ancient  encampment  in  this  parifh,.  and  of  the  antiquities  dif-„ 
covered  in  its  neighbourhood,  will  be  found  in  the  introdudion,  under  the  head 
of  Roman  remains,  p.  24. 

Sharnbrook,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  about 
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nine  miles  north-weft  of  Bedford.  The  principal  manor,  which  appears  to  have  been, 
at  an  earlier  period,  in  the  St.  Johns r,  was  for  feveral  generations  in  the  Botelers, 
who  had  for  fome  time  a feat  at  Sharnbrook.  It  was  purchafed  of  Sir  Philip 
Boteler  bart.  of  Tefton,  in  Kent,  by  Admiral  Samuel  Cornifh,  who  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1765,  being  defcribed  of  Sharnbrook,  in  Bedfordlhire,  and  died  in  1770. 
This  manor,  with  Tofte  and  Temple-Hills,  was  given  by  Sir  Samuel  to  his 
nephew  Samuel  Pitchford,  who  took  the  name  of  Cornilh,  and  is  now  admiral  of 
the  white.  The  manor  of  Tofte  belonged  to  the  Botelers,  by  a grant  from  the 
crown  : the  manor  of  Temple-Hills  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  eftate,  which, 
having  belonged  to  the  knights  templars,  was  granted,  in  1316,  to  John  Lord 
Grey,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  truftees  for  the  fervice  of  the  Holy  Land s.  Thefe 
manors  were  all  purchafed  of  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  by  Sir  Samuel  Cornifh,  in  or 
about  the  year  1765. 

The  priory  of  Newenham  had  a manor  in  this  parifh  ; the  family  of  Cobb,  who 
were  fettled  at  Sharnbrook  for  feveral  generations,  had  two  manors  here,  called  Pa- 
rentynes  and  Langtons,  one  held  under  the  hundred  of  Willey,  the  other  of  the 
manor  of  Harold  '.  Thefe,  together  with  the  manor  of  Oufe,  are  now  the  property 
of  John  Gibbard  efq.  whofe  uncle  purchafed  them  of  the  family  of  Bullock.  Mr. 
Gibbard  has  alfo  a fmall  eftate  called  Cobb-Hall,  and  the  impropriate  tithes,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Cobbs,  and  afterwards  to  the  Orlebars.  Before  the  Re- 
formation they  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  at  Leicefter.  The  vicarage 
is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown.  In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  a handfome  Gothic  build- 
ing, with  a fpire,  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Boteler  and  Antonie. 

Colworth  Houfe  in  this  parifh,  the  feat  of  William  Lee  Antonie  efq.  M.P.  be- 
came the  property  of  the  Antonie  family  about  the  year  1700.  It  devolved  to  the 
prefent  pofieffor,  who  was  fon  of  William  Lee  efq.  of  Totteridge,  and  grandfon  of 
Sir  William  Lee,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  by  the  bequeft  of  Ri- 
chard Antonie  efq.  The  principal  part  of  the  houfe  was  built  by  John  Antonie  efq. 
chief  clerk  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  ; the  wings  were  added  by  Mr.  Lee,  during 
his  fon’s  minority.  It  is  now  one  of  the  mod  elegant  manfions  in  the  county. 

Shelton,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  on  the  borders 
ofNorthamptonfhire,  14  miles  from  Bedford.  The  manor  was  formerly  in  the  St. 
Johns u,  afterwards  in  the  families  of  Bendifh  w and  Dillingham,  and.  now  belongs 
to  Mr.  Harris,  yeoman.  Lord  St.- John  has  two  turns  in  the  patronage  of  the  rec- 
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tory;  and  Mr.  Freeman,  ofLong-Buckby,  in  Northamptonfhire,  one.  The  parifh 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  paffed  in  1794,  when  a corn-rent  was 
given  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Shitlington,  anciently  Sethlingdone , in  the  hundred  of  Clifton  and  deanery 
of  Shefford,  lies  about  four  miles  from  that  town.  The  manor  was  in  the  Napier 
family  as  early  as  the  year  1651  x ; and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  had  been  before 
in  the  Rotherams,  who  preceded  the  Napiers  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  manor  of  Luton. 
After  the  death  of  Sir  John  Napier,  the  laft  baronet  of  that  family,  in  1747,  the 
manor  of  Shitlington  was  fold.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Jofeph  Mufgrave  efq.  who 
•purchafed  it,  in  1760,  of  Robert,  Earl  of  Holdernefs. 

Shitlington-Bury,  which  feems  to  have  been  formerly  the  manor  houfe,  was  left, 
in  1764,  by  John  Brifcoe  efq.  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Suffex,  for  life,  which  has  occa- 
fioned  Shitlington-bury  to  be  defcribed,  in  fome  books  and  maps,  as  a feat  of  the  earls 
of  Suffex.  After  the  earl’s  death,  Mr.  Brifcoe  gave  the  eflate  in  fee  to  the  heirs  at 
law  of  the  two  daughters  of  Grey  Longueville  efq.  of  Shitlington.  On  the  earl’s 
death,  in  1 800,  one  moiety  defcended  to  Grey  Arnold,  whofe  father,  Thomas  Ar- 
nold, although  in  the  humble  ftation  of  a toll-gatherer  at  a turnpike  near  Dunftaple, 
and  fupporting  a numerous  family  with  a fmall  pittance,  honourably  refufed  to  de- 
prive his  fon  of  his  patrimony,  by  felling  his  reverfionary  intereft  in  this  eftate, 
though  the  money  arifmg  from  the  fale  would  have  refcued  himfelf  and  family 
from  poverty.  T’his  Thomas  Arnold  was  grandfon  of  Margaret,  the  elder  daugh- 
ter of  Grey  Longueville  efq.  above-mentioned.  The  other  moiety  defcended  to  the 
wife  of  Mr.  George  Antt,  as  reprefen tative  of  the  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  Lon- 
gueville. 

S- 

The  manor  of  Afpley-bury,  in  this  parifli,  was  many  years  in  the  family  of 
Franklin.  It  is  now  the  property,  of  Jofeph  Mufgrave  efq.  whofe  uncle,  of  the  fame 
name,  inherited  it  by  bequeft,  from  his  relation,  Sir  Thomas  Franklin  bart.  who 
died  in  1728.  This  manor  extends  into  Ion  and  Gravenhurff. 

The  parifh  church  is  a large  and  handfome  Gothic  ftructure.  The  tower,  which 
fell  down  in  1701,  was  re-built  in  1750,  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  George  Story, 
then  curate,  by  a brief,  a fubfcription,  and  a parifh  rate.  In  the  church  are  mo- 
numents of  the  families  of  Longueville  and  Brifcoe  ; and  the  tomb,  with  his  effigies 
on  a brafs  plate,  of  Mathew  de  Affchton,  re&or  of  Shitlington,  and  canon  of 
Lincoln,  who  died  in  1400.  The  rectory  and  rectorial  manor,  given  in  ancient 
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times  to  the  abbey  of  Ramfey,  by  JEtheric  bifliop  of  that  fee,  who  purchafed  them 
of  fome  Danes,  to  whom  they  had  been  given  by  King  Canute7,  are  now  veiled  in 
the  Mailer  and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  The  vicarage,  which  is 
endowed,  is  in  the  gift  of  that  College.  The  pariih  of^Shitlington  has  been 
inclofed  by  an  Adi  of  Parliament  paffed  in  1802,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
ailigned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Soul, drop,  fometimes  written  Southdrop,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and 
deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  in  the  north  part  of  the  county,  about  eleven  miles  from 
Bedford.  The  manor  belongs  in  part  to  Admiral  Corniih,  and  in  part  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford.  That  which  belongs  to  the  Admiral  was  formerly  in  the 
Cobbs,  and  was  purchafed,  with  Sharnbrook,  of  Sir  Philip  Boteler,  in  or  about 
1765,  by  Sir  Samuel  Cornilh.  The  other  has  paffed  with  the  manor  of  Knotting. 
The  pariih  church  has  been  lately  re-built,  excepting  the  fpire,  which,  being  fituated 
on  high  ground,  is,  though  not  lofty,  a confpicuous  objedl  for  feveral  miles  round. 
The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  redlory,  which  is  confolidated  with  Knot- 
ting. The  parifh  of  Souldrop  has  been  inclofed,  under  an  Adi  of  Parliament  which 
paffed  in  1770.  An  allotment  of  land  was  ailigned  to  the  redlor  in  lieu  of  the 
tithes  of  open  fields,  and  a tithe-rent  of  two  {hillings  in  the  pound  for  the  old 
inclofures. 

Southill,  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree,  lies  about  two  miles  north  of  Shef- 
ford,  about  four  miles  fouth-weft  of  Bigglefwade,  and  about  nine  miles  from  Bed- 
ford. In  ancient  records  it  is  called  South  Yevel.  The  manor  belongs  to 
Lord  Ongley,  by  defcent  in  the  female  line  from  Samuel  Ongley  efq.  who  was 
fheriff  of  the  county  in  1703,  and  tvas  afterwards  knighted.  His  Lordfhip  has 
alfo  the  manor  of  Stanford  or  Stamfordbury  in  this  pariih.  The  monks  of  Warden 
Abbey  had  a manor  in  this  pariih  in  1369,  called  Gatelins-Bury. 

Sir  George  Byng,  a celebrated  naval  officer  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 
and  George  I.  purchafed  an  ellate,  and  fettled  in  this  pariih.  In  1721  he 
was  created  a peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Byng  of  Southill,  and  Vifcount 
Torrington,  He  died  in  1733,  and  lies  buried  in  the  pariih  church.  His 
unfortunate  fon,  Admiral  John  Byng,  who  feems  to  have  fallen  a vidlim  to  the 
violence  of  party,  was  bom  and  interred  at  Southill.  There  is  an  infcription  to 
his  memory  in  the  family  columbarium , which  may  be  thought  to  betray  too  much 
refentment  for  fo  facred  a place,  though  fome  allowance  is  undoubtedly  to  be  made 
for  the  feelings  of  his  family.  The  prefent  Lord  Torrington  fold  his  ellate  at 

i . . 
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Southill  to  the  late  Mr.  Whitbread  in  1795.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon, 
Samuel  Whitbread  efq.  M.  P.  whofe  feat  ranks  among  the  firft  in  the  county. 

Southill-Houfe  was  built  about  the  year  1795,  by  Holland.  The  internal 
decorations  are  very  elegant.  Over  the  doors  of  fome  of  the  principal  rooms  are 
animals  in  balfo-relievo  by  Garrard,  and  paintings  of  live  game  by  Gilpin.  In  the 
billiard-room  is  a colle&ion  of  Garrard’s  models  of  Iheep  and  cattle.  Over  the 
book-cafes  in  the  library  are  portraits  of  the  principal  clerks  in  the  late  Mr.  Whit- 
bread’s brewery  ; and  over  the  chimney-piece,  that  of  Mr.  Whitbread  himfelf, 
placed  there  by  his  fon,  with  the  following  appropriate  and  modeft  motto,  “ Nobis 
hsec  otia  fecit.” 

In  the  parifli  church  is  a monument  for  Dilly  the  bookfeller,  who  died  in  1779, 
and  feveral  memorials  of  the  family  of  Nodes.  In  the  columbarium  belonging  to 
the  Byngs  are  feveral  infcriptions  in  memory  of  that  family ; George  Vifcount  Tor- 
rington,  1732-3  ; Pattee  Vifcount  Torrington,  1746-7;  George  Vifcount  Torring- 
ton,  1750,  Sec.  &c.  It  is  (hut  up  from  public  view.  The  great  tithes  of  Southill 
were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham.  The  vicarage,  which  is  now  con- 
folidated  with  Old  Warden,  is  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford.  Mr.  Whitbread  is  the 
patron.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  A£t  of  Parliament  palled  in  1 797, 
when  allotments  of  land  were  made  to  Mr.  Whitbread  and  Mr.  Barber,  as  impro- 
priators of  the  great  tithes,  and  to  the  vicar.  The  number  of  acres  in  the  parifh 
was  then  computed  at  2600. 

Stagsden,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  which  lies  five 
miles  weft  of  Bedford,  on  the  road  to  Newport-Pagnell,  belonged  to  the  family  of 
Jemys  from  the  year  13 1 1 to  1428  % and  palfed  afterwards,  by  heirs  female,  to  the 
families  of  Ravenhall  and  Finaunce3.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Hampden,  by  inheritance  from  his  anceftors,  the  Trevors.  The  great  tithes, 
which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newenham,  are  now  veiled  in  the  Mafter 
and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  Lord  Hampden  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage. 

Little  Staughton,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  about 
four  miles  from  Kimbolton,  was  fo  called  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the  adjoining  parifli 
of  Great  Staughton,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon.  The  manor  was  formerly  in 
the  families  of  Peyvreb  and  Dayrellc.  In  1700  it  was  purchafed  of  John  Spicer, 
alias  Hilder,  by  Henry  Kinglley  efq.  whofe  grand-daughter  brought  it  in  marriage 

2 Efch.  Edw.  II.— Hen.  VL  1 See  Efch.  6 Hen.  VI.  and  37  Hen.  VI.  b Cart.  Hen.  III. 
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to  William  Pym  efq.  of  Radwell  in  Herts,  father  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  Francis 
Pym  efq.  of  the  Hafells,.in  the  parifh  of  Sandy. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Gery  of  Bufhmead. 
The  redlory  is  in  the  patronage  of  Chrift-Church  College,  in  Oxford.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Knights  Templars.  Certain  common  fields  in  this  parifh,  contain-, 
ing  about  1000  acres,  have  been  inclofed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  paffed  in  1801, 
when  an  allotment  was  made  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Stepingley,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornfloke  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  about 
three  miles  fouth-weft  of  Ampthill.  The  manor  paffed  through  the  fame  hands  as 
Ampthill,  being  parcel  of  that  honor,  till  the  exchange  between  the  late  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  the  Earl  of  Offory,  when  the  leafe  of  this  manor  was  referved  by  the 
former,  and  is  now  veiled  in  his  brother,  the  prefent  Duke,  who  is  patron  of  the 
reflory.  The  family  of  Abbot  of  Stepingley  Park  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff 
in  i68  i and  1722.  The  advowfon  was,  in  ancient  times,  given  to  the  priory  of 
Dunflaple  by  Robert  de  Stepingley d. 

Steventon,  or  Stevington,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clop- 
ham,  lies  about  fix  miles  from  Bedford,  to  the  north  of  the  road  to  Olney.  The 
manor  was  the  property  of  Roger  de  Quincy,  Earl  of  Winchefler,  who  died  in 
1264%  and  paffed,  by  the  marriage  of  a co-heirefs  of  his  brother  Robert,  to  Baldwin 
Wakef,  who  in  1281  had  the  king’s  licence  to  build  a caflle  in  Steventon  Marfh2. 
After  the  death  of  Thomas  Lord  Wake,  it  came  by  marriage  to  the  Planta- 
genets,  Earls  of  Kent  and  Huntingdon,  and  Dukes  of  Exeter.  Joan  Plantagenet, 
the  fair  maid  of  Kent,  whofe  fecond  hufoand  was  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  died 
feifed  of  it  in  i386h,  when  it  defcended  to  the  fon  of  her  firft  hufoand,  Thomas 
Flolland,  Earl  of  Kent,  who  became  Duke  of  Exeter.  Anne,  Duchefs  of  Exeter,  filler 
of  King  Henry  IV.  died  feifed  of  it  in  1476  It  is  probable  that  Steventon  Caflle,  ' 
of  which  there  are  now  no  remains,  was  the  refidence  of  fome  of  the  above-men- 
tioned noble  and  illuflrious  perfons.  The  manor  of  Steventon  has  been  for  a con- 
fiderable  time  in  the  Alflon  family,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Alflon  efq. 
The  church  of  Steventon  was  given,  in  the  reign  of  King  John  k,  to  the  nuns  of 
Harold,  to  whom  the  great  tithes  were  appropriated  : they  are  now  the  property  of 
Earl  Spencer.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Upon  the  inclo- 
fure  of  the  parifh  of  Pavingham  under  an  A£l  of  Parliament  paffed  in  1 769,  the 
vicar  of  Steventon,  being  entitled  to  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of  copyhold  tything  in 

a Chron.  Dunft.  e Efch.  Hen.  III.  f Dugdale’s  Baronage.  E Pat.  9 Edw.  I. 
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that  parifh,  had  an  allotment  of  land  affigned  him  in  lieu  of  them.  Seven  acres  of 
land  "were  given  to  the  church  of  Steventon,  before  the  Reformation,  for  a drinking 
or  church  ale.  In  the  centre  of  the  village  is  an  ancient  crofs,  confiding  of  a tall 
fhaft,  with  a capital,  placed  on  an  afcent  of  Heps. 

Stondon,  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  lies  three  miles  fouth-eafl  of  Shefford,  on 
the  borders  of  Hertfordfhire.  The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  the  Mepperflialls 
afterwards  to  Lord  Wenlock  and  the  Rotheramsm,  and  at  a later  period  to  the 
noble  family  of  Grey.  It  is  now  the  property  of  their  reprefentative,  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Lucas.  The  prefent  incumbent,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Leach,  is  patron  of 
the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Shefford.  Lower  or  Nether- Stondon  is  a 
hamlet  of  this  parifh. 

Stotfold,  in  the  hundred  of  Clifton,  lies  about  five  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Shef- 
ford, on  the  borders  of  Hertfordfhire,  near  the  road  to  Baldock.  A manor  in 
Stotfold,  which  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Bedford,  and  defcended  by  female 
heirs  to  the  Mowbrays  and  Berkeleys,  was  given  by  the  Marquis  of  Berkeley  to  Sir 
Reginald  Bray  n.  This,  by  the  name  of  Lord  Bray’s  manor,  is  the  property  of 
Ifaac  Hindley  efq.  who  purchafed  it,  in  1786,  of  the  Dentons,  whofe  anceflor 
acquired  it  in  like  manner  of  the  Anfells  in  the  year  1617.  Another  manor  in 
Stotfold  was  given  by  one  of  the  Beauchamps,  Barons  of  Bedford,  to  the  priory  of 
Newenham ; and,  after  the  Reformation,  was  granted,  in  1546,  to  Richard 
Kyrke.  After  having  been  for  a fhort  time  in  the  families  of  Butler  and  Anfell,  it 
palTed  to  the  Lyttons,  of  whofe  defendants  it  was  purchafed,  in  1795,  by  the  pre- 
fent proprietor,  Mr.  John  Williamfon.  The  Matter  and  Scholars  of  Trinity  College 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  and  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  which,  with  the 
reflorial  manor  now  veiled  in  the  College,  was  given  by  Simon  de  Beauchamp  to 
the  priory  of  Chickfand. 

Stretly,  in  the  hundred  of  Flitt  and  deanery  of  Dunflaple,  lies  about  fix  miles 
from  Luton,  a little  to  the  well  of  the  road  to  Ampthill.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
the  manor  was  in  the  Gobions  °,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Bote- 
lers.  In  1637  John  Ford  Boteler  died  feifed  of  the  manors  of  Stretly  and  Sharpen- 
hoe,  leaving  an  only  fon,  William,  who  had  been  an  ideot  from  hfs  birth p.  At 
his  deceafe  the  title  became  extincl.  This  manor  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of 
Nodes,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  inheritance  to  the  Goldfmiths.  It  was  lately  the 
property  of  Mr.  Marfhall,  and  is  at  prefent  the  fubjedl  of  a fuit  in  Chancery. 

Efch.  Edw.  II.  & III.  m Cl.  «Edw.  IV.  " Rot.  Pari.  VI.  529.  0 Efch. 
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The  family  of  Wingate  had  a feat  at  Sharpenhoe , a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  for 
feveral  generations q ; and  here  it  was  that  Edmund  Wingate,  the  arithmetician,  is 
faid  to  have  been  born.  The  manor  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  John  Smyth, 
in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  feveral  years.  James  de  Cauz  had  a chantry  in  his 
chapel  at  Sharpenhoe  in  1235  k At  this  hamlet  is  a charityTchool  for  eight  chil- 
dren, founded  in  1686  by  Richard  Norton,  and  endowed  with  a rent-charge  of  10I. 
per  annum. 

The  great  tithes  of  Stretly  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  de 
Bofco , commonly  called  Markate.  They  are  now  the  property  of  J.  R.  Cuthbert 
efq.  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Studham,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  lies  about  fix  miles  fouth  of  Dun- 
flaple, on  the  borders  of  Hertford  (hire,  in  which  county  a confiderable  part  of  the 
parifh  is  fituated.  The  manor  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  anciently  in  the  Wahuls, 
who  had  a feat  at  Shortgrave  in  this  parifh.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  De  la  Poles. 
John  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  gave  it  to  the  church 
of  Windfor5,  under  which  it  is  now  held  on  leafe  by  George  Goodwin  efq. 
Robert,  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Newbury,  is  faid  to  have  died 
feifed  of  the  manor  of  Studham  in  Bedfordfhire '.  It  is  probable  that  this  was  fome 
other  effate  in  the  parifh. 

The  manor  of  Humberjhoe , a hamlet  partly  in  this  parifh  and  partly  in  Cad- 
dington,  formerly  written  Humbriceflho  or  Humbrilifhoe,  lies  partly  in  Hertford- 
fhire.  In  the  13th  century  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Young,  who  founded  a 
chantry  in  their  chapel  there u.  At  a later  period  it  belonged  to  the  families  of 
Ferrers  w and  Coppin.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  William  Shone  by  a late  pur- 
chafe  from  Mr.  Lambert,  who  bought  it  of  the  Coppins. 

Barworth , a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  lying  wholly  in  Hertfordfhire,  had  a chapel  of 
eafe,  long  ago  dilapidated.  William  Eldefdone  founded  a chantry  in  this  chapel  in 
1 236 x.  The  manor,  of  which  nothing  is  now  known,  was  given  by  King  Henry  II. 
to  the  priory  of  Dunilaple.  Shortgrave  in  this  parifh,  formerly  a feat  of  the  Wahuls y, 
is  now  the  joint  property  of  Jofeph  Vandermeulen,  Wortham  Hitch,  and  John 
Hitch,  efqrs. 

The  parifh  church  was  dedicated  in  1 22oz.  The  great  tithes  and  reflorial  manor  of 
Studham  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Dunflaple.  They  are  now  the  joint  property 
of  Edward  Nicolls  efq.  the  Rev.  John  Wheeldon,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
late  Thomas  Vaux  efq.  The  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunflaple,  is  in 
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the  gift  of  the  crown.  Three  acres  of  land  were  given  to  the  church  before  the 
Reformation,  for  the  purpofe  of  buying  frankincenfe. 

Sundon,  anciently  Soningdon,  in  the  hundred  of  Fhtt,  lies  about  five  miles 
north-eaft  of  Dunftaple.  It  had  formerly  a weekly  maiket  on  Fridays,  and  a fair 
granted  by  the  crown  in  1316  z.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Clares,  earls  of 
Gloucefler.  Richard,  Earl  of  .Cornwall,  and  king  of  the  Romans,  poffeffed  it  40 
years,  in  right  of  his  wife  Ifabel,  widow  of  Gilbert  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucefler.  It 
had  fcarcely  reverted  to  the  Clares,  when  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  became  pof- 
feffed  of  it,  in  1272,  by  marrying  the  filter  of  Gilbert,  then  Earl  of  Gloucefler, 
grandfon  of  his  father’s  wife3.  The  manor  paffed  afterwards,  by  conveyance,  to 
Bartholomew  de  Baddlefmere  and  Margaret  his  wife b,  and  by  marriage  from  the 
Baddlefmeres  to  the  Tiptofts c.  It  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  Scroops  of 
Bolton d,  and  the  Cheynes  ; the  latter  of  whom  continued  to  poffefs  it  fo  lately  as 
the  beginning  of  the  lafl  century e : about  which  time  it  became  the  property  of 
William  Clayton  efq.  who  was  created  an  Irifh  peer  by  the  title  of  Lord  Sundon, 
in  1735.  It  was  lately  the  property  of  Sir  John  Buchanan  Riddell  bart.  by  inhe- 
ritance from  his  uncle,  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  purchafed  it  of  Lord  Sundon’s  heirs. 
The  prefent  proprietor,  J.  R.  Cuthbert  efq.  bought  it  of  Sir  J.  B.  Riddell  in  1803. 
In  the  church  are  fome  tombs  of  the  Cheynes.  The  great  tithes,  which  were 
appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Margate  or  Markate,  are  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Cuthbert.  He  is  alfo  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunftaple. 
This  parifn  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Aft  of  Parliament  paffed  in  1768.  Upper 
Sundon  is  a hamlet  in  this  parifh. 

Sutton,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Snefford,  lies  about 
three  miles  north-eaft  of  Bigglefwade,  and  about  a mile  and  a half  fouth  of  Potton, 
In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II.  Robert  Foliot,  a baron,  married  Margaret,  daughter 
and  foie  heir  of  Richard  de  Reincourt,  lord  of  Sutton  in  Bedfordfhire f;  which  paffed 
in  like  manner,  by  heirs  female,  to  the  baronial  families  of  Ledet,  Braybroke,  and 
Latimer g.  There  is  a current  tradition h,  that  it  belonged  afterwards  to  John  of 
Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancalter,  who  gave  it  by  a rhyming  grant  to  Roger  Burgoyne, 
anceftor  of  the  prefent  poffeffor  ; and  a moated  fite  in  the  park  is  known  by  the 
name  of  John  of  Gaunt’s  Caftle.  The  tradition,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  grant, 
appears  to  be  totally  deftitute  of  foundation ; and  there  is  no  pofitive  evidence  that 

z Cart.  Edw.  II.  * Chron.Dunft.  * Rot.  Pari.  II.  430.  ‘ Dugdale’s  Baronage,  vol.  ii. 

* Dugdale.  * Magna  Britannia.  * Dugdale.  8 See  the  Matches  in  Dugdale. 

k See  Coke’s  Copyholder. 
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it  was  ever  poffeffed  by  the  Duke  of  Lancafler.  It  appears,  that  he  claimed  the 
manor  in  1365,  as  being  entitled  to  it  under  a deed,  by  which  it  was  entailed  on 
the  heirs  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Lancafler.  The  manor  was  then  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Elizabeth  Latimer,  widow 1 j the  verdid  is  not  recorded.  It  is  probable,  that  a 
compromife  took  place ; for  the  manor  of  Potton,  which  was  entailed  alfo,  by 
the  fame  deed,  on  the  heirs  of  the  Earl  of  Lancafler,  defcended  to  the  Nevilles,  as 
heirs  of  the  Latimer  family  : but  Sutton  appears  to  have  been,  in  1433,  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Thomas  Swinfordk,  probably  a fon  of  John  of  Gaunt’s  wife,  by 
her  firfl  hufband.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  families  of  Enderby  and  Powley 1 ; 
the  Powleys  appear  to  have  continued  in  poffeffion  as  late  as  the  year  1568. 

The  Burgoynes,  who  had  been  fettled  at  a more  remote  period  in  Cambridge- 
fhire,  firfl  appear  on  record  as  poffeffed  of  lands  in  this  county  about  the  year 
1456;  when  William  Burgoyne  died  feifed  of  part  of  the  manor  of  Wootton  °\ 
Richard  Burgoyne,  who  died  in  1463,  had  the  manor  of  Bofoms  in  Wootton,  and 
other  lands,  but  none  in  Sutton".  Thomas  Burgoyne,  who  died  in  1516,  and 
was  buried  at  Sutton,  is  the  firfl:  who  appears  to  have  been  connected  with  this 
parifh ; and  the  family  feems  not  to  have  been  poffeffed  of  the  manor  till  after  the 
year  1568,  probably  by  purchafe  from  the  Powleys.  John  Burgoyne  efq.  was 
created  a baronet  in  1641.  His  immediate  defcendant,  Sir  Montague  Burgoyne 
bart.,  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  handfome  monuments  of  the  Burgoyne  family. 
The  learned  Bifhop  Stillingfleet  was  prefented  to  the  redory  of  Sutton  by  Sir 
Roger  Burgoyne,  the  fecond  baronet.  Here  he  is  faid  to  have  written  his  Origines 
Sacra.  He  refigned  the  living  in  1 665.  The  redory  is  now,  by  purchafe  from 
the  Burgoynes,  in  the  patronage  of  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford.  An  Adi  of  Parlia- 
ment paffed,  in  1742,  for  facilitating  the  inclofure  of  this  parifh,  and  fecuring  an 
equivalent  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Tempsford,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  is  fituated 
on  the  great  northern  road,  between  Bigglefwade  and  Eaton-Socon,  near  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Oufe  and  the  Ivel.  Our  ancient  hiflorians  fpeak  of  this  place  as  a 
Danifh  town,  which  was  taken  by  King  Edward  in  921  °.  In  1010,  being  then 
in  poffeffion  of  the  Englifh,  it  was  burnt  by  an  army  of  Danes  p.  The  manor 
was  anciently  in  the  families  of  Brettville q and  Blundell r,  it  was  purchafed  of  the 


1 Placit.  &c.  de  terris  in  Turr.  Lond.  (Co.  Bedford,  N°  20.) 
under  the  name  of  Harpeden.  1 Efch.  Hen,  VII.  and  Eliz. 

" Efch.  Edw.  IV.  * Sax.  Chron.  •“  Ibid, 
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latter  by  Roger  de  la  Leye,  and  palled,  by  marriage  with  his  daughter  and  heir, 
to  Hugh  de  Bray s.  This  manor  was  the  property  and  feat  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Payne  bart. ; it  was  purchafed  by  his  father,  Sir  Gillias  Payne  bart.  in  1772,  of 
Melfrs.  Berners  and  Hagar,  who  married  the  co-heirelfes  of  the  Bendifh 
family. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Chetwode  and  Payne.  The 
reftory  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown ; the  advowfon  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory 
of  St.  Neot’s '.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  A£t  of  Parliament  palfed  in 
1 777,  wken  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  a 
rent  for  the  tithes  of  old  inclofures. 

, . , . . T ' ’ . . x.  * 

Thurley,  or  Thurleigh,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Eaton, 
lies  about  eight  miles  north  of  Bedford.  John  de  Hervey,  anceltor  of  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  became  polfelfed  of  a manor  in  Thurleigh  by  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of 
John  Harman  or  Hammon”;  he  made  Thurleigh  his  principal  feat,  and  died 
about  the  year  1292;  his  family  were  feveral  times  knights  of  the  Ihire.  Sir 
George  Hervey,  who  was  knighted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  for  his  bravery  at  the  fiege  of 
Tournay,  died  in  152 6,  leaving  his  manor  of  Thurleigh  to  Gerard,  his  illegitimate 
fon  by  Margaret  Smart,  who  was  knighted,  and  took  the  name  of  Hervey w:  his 
defendants  continued  at  Thurleigh  till  the  death  of  John  Hervey  efq.  in  1715: 
but  this  manor  had  been  alienated  at  an  earlier  period,  and  was*  in  1708,  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  John  Holt,  of  whofe  defendant,  Thomas  Holt  efq.  it  was  purchafed, 
in  1790,  by  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford.  Another  manor  was  in  the  St.  Johns, 
as  early  as  the  year  1391  x,  and  was  purchafed  of  the  Earl  of  Bolingbroke  by 
the  anceltor  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  John  Crawley  efq.  of  Stockwood  in 
Luton. 

Blackburn-Hall,  alias  Black-Bull-PIall,  now  a farm-houfe,  in  this  parilh,  within 
a moated  fite,  had  been  the  property  of  the  Fitz-jefferys,  of  Creakers,  in  Barford, 
for  a confiderable  time  preceding  the  year  1651,  when  it  palfed  out  of  that  family 
by  mortgage,  and  was  purchafed  in  1707,  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  mortgagees, 
by  Sir  Nathan  Wright  bart.  In  1733,  it  was  fold  by  the  Wrights  to  Robert  Bell 
efq.  maternal  grandfather  of  the  late  William  Gery  efq.;  it  is  now  the  property  of 
his  fon-in-law  the  Rev.  Hugh  Wade  Gery. 

The  Franklyns  had  a feat  at  Thurleigh  for  feveral  generations y. 

Mr.  Crawley  is  lelfee  of  the  impropriate  tithes  under  Trinity-College,  Cambridge, 
and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Near  the  church-yard  is  a circular  mount,  with  an 

5 Mr.  Bray’s  Papers.  1 Plac.  See.  de  terns  in  com.  Bed.  in  Turr.  Lond.  “ Collins’s  Peerage. 

w Ibid.  * Ibid.  y Bedfordfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 
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entrenchment,  called  Bury  Hill,  which  appears  to  have  been  the  file  of  an  ancient 
manfion,  perhaps  that  of  John  de  Hervey  before- mentioned. 

Tilbrook,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Huntingdonlhire,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Kiinbolton,  on  the  road 
from  Wellingborough  to  that  town.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  Cdares,  Earls  of 
Gloucefter,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  Humphrey  Stafford,  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, who  died  in  1460  r.  In  1485  it  was  confirmed  to  Catharine,  widow  of 
Jafper,  Duke  of  Bedford  % and  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Sir  James  Fitzgarret, 
who  was  attainted  in  1538  a.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Lord  St.  John,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time.  His  Lordlhip  is 
alfo  patron  of  the  redlory.  Theparilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Adi  of  Parliament, 
paffediniSoo,  when  a fmall  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  redtor,  who  was 
farther  compenfated  by  a corn-rent.  The  parilh  contains  about  1380  acres. 

Tii.sworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead,  lies  about  four  miles  north-weft  of 
Dunftaple,  near  the  Watling-Street.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  family  of 
Morteye b,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Chamberleynes.  In  the 
1 6th  century  it  was  in  the  family  of  Fowler  0.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Charles 
Chefter  efq.  whofe  father,  a younger  brother  of  the  late  Lord  Bagot,  took  the 
name  of  Chefter  on  fucceeding  to  the  eftates  of  Sir  Charles  Bagot  Chefter  bart.  the 
laft  heir  male  of  the  Chefters,  of  Chichley,  in  Buckinghamfhire  and  of  Tilfworth. 
Sir  Anthony  Chefter,  their  anceftor,  was  created  a baronet  in  1619.  The  old 
manfion,  which  was  a feat  of  the  Fowlers,  and  afterwards  of  the  Chefters,  is  in  a 
ftate  of  dilapidation..  .. 

In  the  parifii  church  are  monuments  of  Sir  Elenry  Chefter  K.B.  who  died  in  1 666, 
andfome  of  the  Fowler  family,  There  is  alfo  an  altar-tomb  with  the  effigies  of  an 
ecclefiaftic  under  a Gothic  arch,  and  a .flab,  with  an  ancient  French  infcription,  in 
memory  of  Adam  de  Tullefworth.  The  great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Beachwood.  The  manor  was  inclofed  by  an  Adi  of  Parliament  paffed  in 
1 767,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  Mr.  Chefter,  in  lieu  of  the  great 
tithes,  and  the  annual  fum  of  31I.  10s.  was  fettled  in  lieu  of  fmall  tithes  on  the  vicar. 
Mr,  Chefter  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunftaple. 

Tingrith,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  ofFlitt,  lies  about  four 
miles  eaft  of  Woburn,  about  two  miles  and  a half  north, of  Toddington,  and  about 

y Efch,  Hem  VI.  z Hot.  Pari.  VI.  284.  a Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 

b Nomina  Villarum  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum.  N°  62S1.  Harl.  MSS.  c Efch.  Eliz. 
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five  miles  nearly  to  the  fouth  of  Ampthill.  The  manor,  which  had  been  the  property 
of  Lord  Fanhope,  was  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Grey  and  Cheyned. 
Robert  Hodgfon,  whofe  monument  is  in  theparifh  church,  died  feifed  of  it  in  161 1. 
After  this  it  was  in  the  family  of  Charnock,  of  whom  it  wras  purchafed,  about 
1710,  by  the  anceftor  of  Charles  Dymoke  Willaume  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor, 
who  is  patron  of  the  redory,  and  has  a feat  here.  Part  of  Tingrith  is  within  Sir 
John  Everett’s  manor  of  Weftoning. 

Toddington,  in  the  hundred  of  Manfhead,  feven  miles  from  Ampthill,  and  five 
from  Dunftaple,  was,  till  of  late  years,  a confiderable  market  town.  The  market  was 
originally  held  onThurfdays,  by  grant  from  King  Henry  III.  in  1 2 1 8 e.  It  was  changed 
to  Saturday,  by  a charter  of  King  Edward  II.  in  1 3 1 6,  which  charter  was  confirmed  by 
King  Richard  II.  in  1385  f.  In  1681,  the  market  at  Toddington  was  fo  confiderable, 
that  fixteen  butchers  rented  flails  in  the  market-place  s.  It  declined  by  degrees, 
and  has  been  of  late  wholly  difcontinued.  The  market-houfe  was  pulled  down 
in  1799,  and  the  materials  fold.  It  is  probable,  that  it  had  been  before  difcontinued, 
and  afterwards  revived,  as  Leland  does  not  include  Toddington  in  his  lift  of  the 
market  towns  in  Bedfordfhire.  A fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  George,  was  granted 
by  the  charters  of  1218  and  131b.  The  prefent  fairs  are  five  in  number;  April 
25th,  the  firft  Monday  in  June,  September  4th,  November  2d,  and  December  16th. 
The  number  of  houfes,  as  returned  to  Parliament,  in  1801,  purfuant  to  the  Popu- 
lation Adi,  was  360  ; that  of  inhabitants,  1143* 

The  manor  of  Toddington  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror,  to  Ernulfus  de 
Hefdin,  anceftor  of  the  Earls  of  Perch  ; on  the  death  of  Thomas,  the  laft  earl,  in 
1216,  his  heir,  the  bifhop  of  Chalons  fold  it  to  William  Marefhall,  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke h.  Eleanor,  widow  of  William  Marefhall,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  (filler  of 
King  Henry  III.)  held  it  in  dower  in  1231  *.  Contemporary  with  this  was  another 
fmaller  manor,  of  which  William  Longefpee,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  was  feifed,  in 
1 2 1 7 k.  It  was  then  valued  at  5I.  per  annum. 

In  the  early  part  of  Henry  IIl.’s  reign,  Paulinus  Peyvre  had  the  manor  of  Tod- 
dington, which,  at  firft,  it  is  probable,  he  held  under  the  Marefhalls,  and  in  1224, 
he  acquired,  of  Hugh  Wadlowe,  all  his  eftate  in  Wadlowe,  probably  the  fame 
which  is  now  called  the  manor  of  Wadloes,  on  condition  of  providing  him  with 
clothes  and  maintenance  during  his  life This  Paulinus  Peyvre,  fteward  of  the 
houfehold  to  King  Henry  III.  was  a man  of  mean  origin,  ahd  when  he  went  to  court, 

d Efch.  Eliz.  e Cl.  Rot.  Hen.  III.  1 Pat.  9 Ric.  II.  1 Papers  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
reftor.  h See  the  Account  of  Newbury,  in  Berkfhire.  1 Chron.  Duuft.  Cl.  1 Hen.  III. 
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was  not  pofleffed  of  two  carucates  of  land  ; but  by  means,  lawful  and  unlawful,  as 
Matthew  Paris  obferves,  acquired  fuch  wealth,  that  he  foon  became  pofieffed  of  more 
than  500  carucates : a mod  infatiable  purchafer  of  lands,  fays  .the  hiftorian,  and  a 
molt  incomparable  builder.  Not  to  fpeak  of  thofe  in  other  places,  his  houfe  at  Tod- 
dington  was  like  a palace,  with  a chapel,  chambers,  and  other  buildings,  covered 
with  lead,  which  raifed  the  admiration  of  the  beholders.  His  workmen  are  faid  to 
have  received  1 00  s.  and  more  than  1 o marks  a week  for  their  wages.  The  fite  of 
this  noble  manfion  is  not  known.  The  Chronicle  of  Dunftaple  mentions,  that 
Paulinus  Peyvre  built  the  chamber  over  his  gate  at  Wadlowe,  in  1244.  It  is  not 
improbable,  that  he  might  have  had  a houfe  at  Toddington,  and  another  at  Wad- 
lowe, then  a confiderable  hamlet,  about  a mile  diftant  from  Toddington,  of  which 
not  a fingie  houfe  remains,  but  there  are  confiderable  traces  of  buildings  in  a field 
which  goes  by  the  fame  name.  Near  the  church  at  Toddington,  is  a mount  called 
Conger-Hill,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  keep  of  a caftellated  manfion,  and  there 
are  confiderable  earth-works  near  it.  This  might  have  been  the  fite  of  Sir  Paulinus 
Peyvre’s  manfion.  This  favourite  of  fortune  died  in  1251.  John  Lord  Grey  mar- 
ried his  widow,  and  having  purchafed  of  the  King  the  marriage  of  his  fon,  then  a 
minor,  married  him  to  his  own  daughter,  at  his  manor  of  Water-Eaton,  in  Buck- 
inghamfhire.  Queen  Eleanor,  the  confort  of  King  Edward  I.,  had  the  cuflody  of  this 
manor  during  John  Peyvre’s  minority  m. 

Mary,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Peyvre,  the  fixth  in  defcent  from  Sir  Paulinus, 
married  Sir  John  Broughton,  whofe  daughter  and  co-heir,  Anne,  brought  this 
manor  in  marriage  to  Sir  Thomas  Cheney  K.  G.  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports.  His  fon  Henry  was  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1563,  fhe  being  then 
on  a vifit  to  him  at  Toddington.  In  1572,  he  was  created  Lord  Cheney,  of  Tod- 
dington. Dying  in  1587,  without  iffue,  his  ellates  devolved  to  his  wife,  who  -was 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lord  Wentworth,  of  Nettlefled,  and  were  inherited  by  her  re- 
lations. In  the  month  of  July,  1608,  Toddington  was  honoured  with  a vifit  by 
King  James  I. n 

On  the  death  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cleveland,  in  1667,  the  barony  of  Wentworth, 
and  this  eftate,  pafled  to  his  grand-daughter  and  foie  heir,  Henrietta,  who  became 
Baronefs  Wentworth  in  her  own  right,  and  refided  at  Toddington,  with  an  illuflri- 
ous  inmate,  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Monmouth.  In  an  ancient  plan  of  the  manor- 
houfe,  two  adjoining  rooms  are  called  the  Duke  of  Monmouth’s  parlour,  and  my 
Lady’s  parlour.  The  Duke’s  attachment  to  Lady  Wentworth  continued  to  his 
death.  On  the  fcaffold,  he  fpoke  in  vindication  of  her  honour,  although  it 
was  fufficiently  notorious,  nor  did  he  deny  it  to  the  divines  who  attended  him, 
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that  they  lived  together  as  man  and  wife,  after  he  had  forfaken  the  Duchefs  Lady 
Wentworth  is  faid  to  have  died  broken-hearted,  in  confequence  of  his  untimely 
end.  It  is  certain  that  Ihe  furvived  his  execution  but  a few  months.  Upon  her 
death  the  barony  of  Wentworth,  and  this  eftate,  palled  to  Lady  Anne,  wife 
of  John  Lord  Lovelace,  and  were  inherited  by  their  daughter  Martha,  who 
attended  at  the  coronation  of  Queen  Anne,  as  Baronefs  Wentworth.  She 
married  Sir  Henry  Johnfon,  a rich  fhip-builder  at  Poplar,  who  refided  at 
Toddington  with  his  lady,  and  was  buried  there  in  1719.  His  only  daugh- 
ter, by  a former  wife,  married  Thomas,  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  became  pof- 
fefled  of  this  eftate,  which  is  now  veiled  in  the  truftees  of  the  late  Right  Honoura- 
ble Thomas  Conolly,  who  was  fon  of  his  daughter.  Lady  Anne.  The  manor  of 
Youngs,  in  this  parilh,  feems  to  have  palled  by  the  fame  title,  and  is  now  veiled  in 
Mr.  Conolly’s  truftees. 

Lord  Cheney  built  a noble  manfion  at  Toddington,  about  half  a mile  from  the 
church,  of  which  nothing  now  remains  but  the  kitchen,  which  is  remarkably  fpa- 
cious,  having  two  fire-places,  each  12  feet  in  width,  and  a few  rooms  fitted  up  as  a 
farm-houfe.  The  greater  part  of  the  building  was  pulled  down  by  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford, about  the  year  1745.  It  appears  by  an  ancient  plan  of  the  houfe  p,  that  it  occu- 
pied four  fides  of  a quadrangle,  at  each  corner  of  which  was  a turret : the  north  and 
fouth  fronts  were  2 1 o feet  in  length;  the  chapel  was  30  feet  by  24;  the  tennis- 
court  65  feet  in  length,  and  a marble  gallery,  58. 

The  manor  of  Wadloes  before-mentioned,  did  not  pafs  to  the  Wentworths. 
Early  in  the  17th  century  it  was  in  the  family  of  Aftrey  q,  of  whom  it  was  inhe- 
rited by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Francis  Penyfton  efq.  who,  referving  the  manor, 
has  fold  the  farm  to  John  Wingate  Jennings  efq.  of  Harlington.  The  manor  of 
Charlton , a hamlet  in  this  parilh,  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Cox,  who  purchafed  it  of  the 
prefent  Vifcount  Howe.  It  has  of  late  years  palled  through  feveral  hands. 

The  parilh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure;  the  frieze,  on  the  outfide, 
is  decorated  with  various  grotefque  figures  of  animals.  The  north  and  fouth 
tranfepts,  belonging  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  are  in  a moll  lhameful  Hate  of  dilapi- 
dation. In  the  fouth  tranfept  are  fome  ancient  monuments  of  the  Peyvres ; as  ap- 
pears by  the  arms : one  of  them  was  a crufader.  In  the  fame  tranfept  are  monu- 
ments of  Anne,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Cheney,  K.G.  1561,  Henry  Lord  Cheney, 
1587,  and  his  widow,  Jane  Lady  Cheney,  1614.  On  each  of  thefe  were  the  ef- 
figies of  the  deceafed,  now  much  mutilated,  and  lying  on  the  ground,  mingled 
with  the  broken  ornaments  of  the  tombs,  and  the  dung  of  birds  and  bats.  The 
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north  tranfept,  which  was  the  burial  place  of  the  Wentworths,  is  not  in  a much  better 
condition.  The  coftly  monument  of  Henrietta,  Lady  Wentworth,  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth’s  miftrefs,  who  died  in  1686,  on  which  her  mother,  who  furvived  her 
ten  years,  directed  the  large  fum  of  2000I.  to  be  expended,  and  another  monument, 
which  appears  to  have  been  no  lefs  coftly,  in  memory  of  Lady  Maria  Wentworth, 
who  died  at  the  premature  age  of  18,  in  1632,  are  in  a ftate  little  better  than  thofe 
of  the  Cheneys.  The  windows  of  the  aifle  being  without  glafs,  and  the  roof  much 
decayed,  they  are  daily  receiving  frelh  injury,  by  being  expofed  to  the  ravages  of 
the  weather,  and  the  depredations  of  children.  In  the  epitaph  on  Lady  Maria 
Wentworth,  the  following  paffage,  alluding  to  her  early  death,  affords  a curious 
fpecimen  of  the  extravagant  mode  of  expreflion  in  that  age.  The  writer  tells  us 
that 

• — “ Her  foul  grew  fo  fall  within, 

“ It  broke  the  outward  (hell  of  Sin, 

“ And  fo  was  hatch’d  a cherubim.” 

In  a more  fober  ftrain,  he  defcribes  her  character  as  very  amiable,  by  faying 
that  {he  was 

“ Good  to  the  poor,  to  kindred  dear, 

“To  fervants  kind,  to  friendfhip  clear, 

“ To  nothing  but  herfelf  fevere.” 

In  the  chancel  is  a monument  in  memory  of  Giles  Bruce,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John 
Bruce,  of  Winham,  in  Suffolk,  who  died  at  Toddington,  in  1595,  being  on  a 
viftt  to  his  fifter  Alice,  then  attending  on  the  Lady  Cheney.  Mr.  Conolly  is  patron 
of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunftaple.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed 
by  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  paffed  in  1797,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  made  to  Mr. 
Conolly,  as  entitled  to  a moiety  of  the  great  tithes  ; and  an  allotment  not  to  exceed 
150  acres  was  made  to  the  reftor,  who  was  alfo  to  have  acorn-rent,  equivalent  to 
his  farther  intereft  in  the  other  moiety.  The  number  of  acres  in  the  parifh,  was 
then  computed  at  2800. 

Abraham  Hartwell,  a learned  writer  of  the  1 7th  century,  was  reftor  of  Tod- 
dington, where  he  founded  a library  for  the  ufe  of  his  fucceffors  r. 

John  Reinolds,  the  epigrammatift,  is  faid,  by  Anthony  Wood,  to  have  been  a 
native  of  this  place. 

In  the  year  1443,  a hofpital  was  founded  at  Toddington,  in  honour  of  St.  John 
the  Baptift,  by  Sir  John  Broughton,  for  three  poor»men,  and  a mafter,  or  chaplain, 
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who  were  to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  Thomas  Peyvre,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  their 
anceftors.  Sir  John  Milner  was  the  laffc  mailer  of  this  hofpital,  which  was  dilfolved 
by  the  lord  warden  Cheney,  without  the  king’s  licence.  It  was  feized,  in  confe- 
quence,  by  the  crown,  but  afterwards  granted  to  the  Cheney  family  \ There  are, 
now,  no  traces  of  the  hofpital ; the  Hones  were  ufed  in  building  the  market-houfe 
which  has  been  lately  pulled  down.  Its  fite  was  near  the  fpot  which  is  called 
Conger-Hill. 

Toternhoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead,  lies  about  two  miles  to  the  well  of 
Dunltaple.  It  belonged  formerly  to  the  families  of  Cantilupe  and  Zouche  '.  Sir  Re- 
ginald Bray  became  poffelfed  of  it  by  a grant  from  the  crown,  in  1513.  It  has 
fince  palTed  with  Eaton-Bray,  and  is  now  the  property  of  William  Beckford  efq. 
The  church  was  given  by  Walter  de  Wahul,  of  Shortgrave,  to  the  priory  and  con- 
vent of  Dunllaple,  who  endowed  the  vicarage  in  1220”.  The  late  Alderman 
Wilkes  was  poffelfed  of  the  redory  and  advowfon,  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  a 
defcendant  of  the  celebrated  phyfician,  Dr.  Mead.  Since  the  death  of  Mifs  Wilkes, 
they  are  become  the  property  of  his  nephew.  Toternhoe  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dun- 
ltaple. 

Turvey,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  on  the  borders 
of  Buckingham Ihire,  eight  miles  from  Bedford,  in  the  road  to  Olney.  Eultace  le 
Mordaunt,  grandfon  of  Sir  Olbert  le  Mordaunt,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  became  poffelfed  of  the  manor  of  Turvey,  by  marriage  with  the 
heirefs  of  Sir  William  de  Alneto,  or  Dawney  w.  William  Mordaunt,  in  1297, 
had  the  king’s  licence  to  inclofe  a park  at  Turvey x,  which  became  the  chief 
feat  of  that  ancient  family.  Sir  John  Mordaunt  was  created  Baron  Mordaunt  of 
Turvey,  in  1532.  His  defcendant,  John,  Lord  Mordaunt,  was  created  Earl  of 
Peterborough,  in  1628.  Turvey-Hall,  having  been  long  deferted  by  its  noble 
owners,  and  occupied  as  a farm,  was  fold  by  the  prefent  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
to  the  late  William  Fuller  efq.  a banker  in  London,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  his  daughters.  The  manor  was  fold  to  Charles  Higgins  efq.  whofe  nephew, 
John  Higgins,  jun.  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  Mr.  Higgins’s  feat  is  called  (for  what 
reafon  does  not  appear)  Turvey- Abbey.  There  is  no  record  or  trace  of  a religious 
houfe  here,  nor  does  any  part  of  the  parilh  appear  to  have  been  monaltic  property, 
excepting  a fmall  manor  which  belonged  to  the  Priory  of  St.  Neot’s.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  Mr.  Higgins’s  houfe  might  have  been  the  fite  of  that  manor. 

5 Papers  in  the  poffefiion  of  Mr.  Dixon,  the  re&or.  ‘ Efch.  Rich.  II — Edw.  IV. 
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Edward  Dudley  efq.  who  died  in  1641,  was  feifed  of  an  eftate  in  this  parilh, 
called  the  manor  of  Turvey held  under  the  Earl  of  Peterborough’s  manor  of  Tur- 
vey.  He  left  three  daughters,  co-heirelfes y.  This  eftate  came  afterwards  to  the  Mor- 
daunts,  who  polfelfed  the  whole  landed  property  of  the  parilh.  Its  name  has  been 
long  forgotten. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  monuments  of  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  and  the  three  firft 
barons.  Sir  John  was  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  father  of  the  firft 
Lord  Mordaunt.  He  died  in  1504,  having,  by  his  will,  founded  a chantry  in  the 
parilh  church  of  Turvey,  and  endowed  it  with  lands  for  the  fupport  of  two  chaplains, 
to  pray  for  the  fouls  of  himfelf,  nis  kindred,  and  his  anceftors.  His  effigies  is  re- 
prefented  in  armour,  over  which  is  a robe  with  a collar  of  S.  S.  His  lady  is  in  a 
robe,  with  a rich  coif.  The  monument  of  John,  the  firft  Lord  Mordaunt,  who 
died  in  1562,  has  the  effigies  of  himfelf  and  his  lady.  He  is  reprefented  in  armour 
with  a robe.  She  is  in  arobe  with  puckered  fleeves,  and  has  the  angular  head  drefs,  which 
was  worn  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  monument  of  Henry,  the  fecond  Lord 
Mordaunt,  is  in  the  north  chancel,  and  has  his  effigies,  in  armour,  between  thofe  of 
his  two  wives,  under  an  open  canopy  fupported  by  columns  of  the  Doric  order. 
In  the  fame  chancel  is  a plain  altar-tomb  to  the  memory  of  Lewis,  the  third  Lord 
Mordaunt.  Charles,  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  reign 
of  George  II.  both  as  a foldier  and  ftatefman,  was  buried  in  the  vault  under  this 
chancel,  without  any  memorial.  The  monuments  above-mentioned,  have  been  all 
engraved  for  the  hiftory  of  the  houfe  of  Mordaunt,  a very  rare  work,  one  of  the 
few  copies  of  which  is  in  the  college  of  arms.  Over  the  altar  at  Turvey  is  a picture 
of  our  Saviour  and  his  difciples  on  the  road  to  Emmaus,  given  to  the  parilh  by  the 
prefent  redor.  Upon  the  fale  of  Lord  Peterborough’s  eftates,  the  late  Mr.  Fuller 
purchafed  a moiety  of  the  great  tithes,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  foreign 
priory  of  St.  Neot’s z,  and  afterwards  to  that  of  Newenham.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  his  daughters,  who  are  patroneffes  of  the  redory.  The  other  moiety  belongs  to 
the  redor.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  Ad  of  Parliament,  palled  in  1783 : 
the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Warden,  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree  and  deanery  of  Shefford,  lies  about 
three  miles  weft  of  Bigglefwade,  and  about  nine  from  Bedford.  It  had,  formerly, 
a market  on  Tuefdays,  granted  in  1218,  to  Henry  de  Braybroke,  one  of  the  king’s 
juftices  itinerant,  together  with  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul a.  The 
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market  was  confirmed  in  1307,  to  John  de  Bodes,  together  with  a fair  on  the  feflival 
of  St.  Leonard b. 

At  this  place  was  a monaftery,  called  the  Abbey  of  Warden,  or  De  Sarfis , 
founded  in  1135  by  Walter  D’Efpec,  for  Ciftercian  monks  from  Rievaux,  and 
dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Maryc . In  the  year  1217  Fulk  de  Brent,  a powerful 
baron,  whofe  enormous  outrages  feem  to  have  rendered  him  the  terror  of  the 
country,  treated  the  monks  of  this  convent  with  much  cruelty,  on  account  of  a 
difpute  about  a wood,  and  carried  thirty  of  them  prifoners  to  Bedford  Caltle.  Yet 
fuch  was  the  afcendancy  of  the  church  at  that  period,  that  he  who  fet  the  civil 
power  at  defiance,  was  glad  to  make  his  peace  by  fubmitting  to  receive  manual 
difcipline  from  the  monks  in  the  chapter-houfe  at  Warden,  at  the  fame  time  con- 
firming to  them  the  wood  about  which  the  difpute  had  arifen,  and  promifing 
them  his  protection  ever  after d.  The  revenues  of  Warden  Abbey,  at  the  time  of 
its  fuppreffion,  were  eltimated  at  389I.  16s.  6|d.  clear  yearly  value6.  The  fmall 
remains  which  are  to  be  feen  of  the  conventual  buildings  are  of  brick,  of  no  great 
antiquity.  A confiderable  part  of  what  is  reprefented  in  Buck’s  View,  was  pulled 
down  about  the  year  1790.  The  fite  of  Warden  Abbey,  now  the  property  of 
Mr.  Whitbread,  is  nearly  two  miles  from  the  parilh  church.  In  1669,  it  was  a feat 
of  Sir  Ralph  Bovey  f. 

The  manor  of  Warden  belonged,  in  12-50,  to  Adeliza  Wake2,  afterwards  to  the 
St.  Amarids,  who,  in  1343,  gave  a moiety  of  it  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  in  ex- 
change for  lands  in  Milbrook h.  The  manor,  which  was  of  late  years  in  the  Palmers 
of  Warwicklhire,  is  now  the  property  of  Samuel  Whitbread  efq.  M.P.  whofe  father 
purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Charles  Palmer,  in  1773.  The  eftateis  tithe-free. 

Lord  Ongley  has  a feat  in  this  parilh.  His  father  was  created  an  Irifh  peer  in 
1776,  by  the  title  of  Lord  Ongley,  of  Old  Warden.  The  late  Lord  Ongley’sname 
was  Henley.  He  took  the  name  of  Ongley  as  heir  of  Samuel  Ongley,  of  Warden, 
the  firftbf  the  family  who  fettled  at  this  place,  about  the  year  1690.  He  was  a 
merchant  in  London,  one  of  the  dire&ors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  the  firft 
deputy -governor  of  the  South -Sea  Company.  He  ferved  the  office  of  Iheriff  for 
the  county  in  1705,  and  was  afterwards  knighted. 

In  the  window  of  the  parilh  church  is  the  figure  of  an  abbot  of  Warden.  The 
only  monument  of  any  note  is  that  of  Sir  Samuel  Ongley,  who  died  in  1726,  with 
a ftatue  of  the  deceafed  in  a Roman  drefs.  In  the  church-yard  is  the  maufoleum  of 
the  late  Lord  Ongley,  ereded  by  his  widow.  Mr.  Whitbread  is  patron  of  the  vi- 
carage, which  is  confolidated  with  Southill. 
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Weston-Ing,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  lies  about  four 
miles  from  Ampthill,  on  the  road  to  Toddington.  It  had  formerly  a market  on 
Monday,  granted  in  1304,  by  King  Edward  I.  with  an  annual  fair  on  the  feftival  of 
the  tranflation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr '.  It  was  anciently,  by  the  name  of  Wefton- 
Tregoz,  the  property  of  the  Clares,  earls  of  Gloucefter  k.  Early  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  it  was  purchafed  of  Juliana  de  Sandwich,  daughter  and  heir  of  Matilda 
de  Averenches  (who  married  Ilamon  Crevequer,  a Kentifh  baron,)  by  William 
Inge1,  the  fame,  it  is  fuppofed,  who  was  appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s- 
Bench  in  13x7.  From  him  this  place  acquired  the  name  of  Wefton-Inge,  which 
it  fill  retains.  After  the  death  of  William  Inge,  fon,  it  is  probable,  of  the  Chief 
Juftice,  in  1370,  this  manor  devolved  on  William  Lord  Zouche,  who  had  married 
his  grand-daughter  m.  In  1542,  George  Zouche  furrendered  the  manor  to  the 
crown  ".  Oueen  Mary  gave  it  to  her  god-daughter,  Mary  Curzon,  who  was 
one  of  her  maids  of  honour.  She  married  Sir  George  Fermor,  anceftor  of  the 
Earl  of  Pomfret0.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  John  Everitt,  whofe  father  pur- 
chafed  it  of  the  Pomfret  family  in  1767.  Worth-End  and  part  of  Tingrith  belong 
to  this  manor.  The  church  was  given  by  Gilbert  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  to 
the  knights-templars p,  and  afterwards  belonged  to  the  abbefs  and  convent  of  Elftow, 
to  whom  the  great  tithes  were  appropriated.  They  are  now  veiled  in  Francis 
Penyfton  efq.  by  inheritance  from  the  Aftreys.  Sir  John  Everitt  is  patron  of 
the  vicarage 

Whipsnade,  in  the  hundred  ofManlhead,  lies  about  four  miles  nearly  fouth  of 
Dunftaple,  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire.  The  principal  manor,  now  the  pro- 
perty of  William  Beckford  efq.  appears  to  have  pafied  with  Eaton-Bray.  Another 
manor  is  claimed  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Thomas  Vaux  efq.  The  redtory, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Dunftaple,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown.  Shortgrave  is 
partly  in  this  parifh,  and  partly  in  Studham.  In  1798,  Mr.  Beckford  procured 
an  A£t  of  Parliament  for  inclofing  certain  woods  and  grounds,  containing  232 
acres,  when  a rent-charge  of  30 1.  per  annum  was  fecured  to  be  paid  to  the  parifh  in 
aid  of  the  poor  rate. 

Wilden,  in  the  hundred  of  Barford  and  deanery  of  Eaton,  lies  about  five  miles 
north-eaft  of  Bedford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Pabenhams,  who  conti- 
nued to  poflefs  it  for  a confiderable  timer.  The  Duchefs  of  Bedford  died  feifed  of 
it  in  1473  s*  ft  was  afterwards  for  many  years  in  the  Goftwicks,  of  whom  it  was 

1 Cart. 32  Edw.  I.  k Dugdale’s  Baronage.  1 Harl.  MSS.  Brit.  Muf.  6073.  m Dugdale. 

" Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  0 Collins’s  Peerage.  p Dugdale’s  Baronage. 
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purchafed  by  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  the  Marlborough  family.  Mr.  Wag- 
Itaffe  has  a fmall  manor  in  this  parifh,  called  Sextons,  which  has  been  for  a confi- 
derable  time  in  his  family.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of  the  redory. 
Francis  Dillingham,  one  of  the  tranflators  of  the  Bible,  was  redor  of  this  parifh. 

Wilhamsted,  in  the  hundred  of  Bedbornftoke,  lies  about  four  miles  fouth  of 
Bedford.  The  manor  was  granted  to  John  de  Grey  in  1483.  John  Warner, 
M.  D.  dted  feifed  of  it  in  1565  s,  when  it  was  inherited  by  his  nephew,  Thomas 
Norwood.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Carteret.  A manor  in 
this  parifh  was  given  to  Elftow  abbey,  in  1078  '.  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  manor 
of  Maid-Berry,  in  Wilhamfled  and  Elftow,  of  which  Richard  Fitzhugh  died 
feifed  in  1557  u. 

The  great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  ElftoW  abbey  : the  vicar  has  now  one-third, 
and  the  remainder  is  divided  between  two  lay  impropriators.  Lord  Carteret  is  pa- 
tron of  the  vicarage,  in  confequence  of  an  exchange  with  Sidney-Suftex  College, 
Cambridge.  Wilhamfled  is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford. 

Wellington,  in  the  hundred  of  Wixamtree,  lies  nearly  five  miles  eaft  of  Bed- 
ford, near  the  road  to  St.  Neot’s.  It  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Bedford,  and 
defcended  by  a co-heirefs  of  the  Beauchamps,  to  the  Mowbrays,  earls  and  dukes  of 
Norfolk,  who,  as  Leland  informs  us,  had  an  old  manor-place  there,  where  they 
fometimes  “ lay  for  a ftarte  w”.  From  the  Mowbrays  it  palled  by  inheritance,  to 
John  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  who  fell  at  Bofworth-field.  On  his  attainder,  it 
was  granted,  in  1485,  to  John,  Earl  of  Oxford  : but  it  is  probable,  that  it  was  foon 
after  reftored  to  the  Howards ; for  Leland,  who  vifited  this  county  not  long  after- 
wards, fays,  “ Mr.  Goftewik  beyng  borne  in  Willingtoun,  boute  this  lordfhip  of 
the  Duke  of  Northfolk,  now  lyving,  and  hath  made  a fumptuus  new  building  of 
brike  and  tymbre  a fundamentis , in  it,  with  a conduct  of  water  derivid  in  leade 
pipes.” 

An  A£t  of  Parliament  pafted  in  1541,  to  fecure  the  manor  of  Willington  to  Mr. 
Goftwick,whowas  fon  of  Sir  John  Goftwick,  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  toKingHenry  VIII. 
William  Goftwick,  of  Willington,  was  created  a baronet  in  1 6 1 2 ; his  defcendant . 
Sir  William  Goftwick,  reprefented  the  county  of  Bedford  in  Parliament,  during  a 
great  part  of  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Oueen  Anne.  Having  impoverilhed  his 
eftate  by  frequent  ele&ion-contefts,  this  manor,  among  others,  was  fold  in  1731, 

5 Efcb.  Eliz.  ' Rennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  62.  u Efch.  Ph.  and  Mar. 
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to  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford, whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  the  Marlborough  family,  in  1774. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  a handfome  Gothic  ftrudture,  are  feveral  monu- 
ments of  the  family  of  Goftwick : the  earlieft  is  a brafs  plate,  in  memory  of  Robert 
Goftwick  efq.  who  died  in  1 3 1 5^.  The  monument  of  Sir  John  Goftwick,  Mafter  of 
the  Horfe  to  King  Henry  VIII.  was  put  up  in  1541,  by  hisfon,  foon  after  his  purchafe 
of  the  manor.  The  arms  on  Sir  John’s  monument  differ  from  others  of  the  Goft- 
wick family ; having,  on  the  chief,  three  horfes’  heads  couped,  in  allufton  to  his 
office,  inftead  of  three  mullets.  The  monument  of  Sir  William  Goftwick,  the  firft 
baronet,  who  died  in  the  year  1615,  has  his  effigies  in  alabafter,  in  armour.  That 
of  Sir  Edward  Goftwick,  who  died  in  1632,  is  a mural  monument,  with  the  effigies 
of  himfelf  and  his  lady,  in  kneeling  attitudes.  The  title  is  extinft.  The  great 
tithes  of  Willington,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Bedford,  were  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Newenham.  They  are  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  is 
patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Wimington,  in  the  hundred  of  Willey  and  deanery  of  Clopham,  lies  on  the- 
borders  of  Northamptonfhire,  about  three  miles  from  Higham-Ferrers.  The  manor 
continued,  for  fome  time,  in  the  descendants  of  Alured  de  Lincoln,  who  held  it 
when  the  furvey  of  doomfday  was  taken7.  In  1222  it  belonged  to  Peter  de  Suevia. 
Soon  afterwards  it  reverted  .to  the  Crown,  and  was  granted  to  Robert  de  la  Bruere. 
About  the  year  1260,  it  paffed  from  the  family  of  Welton  to  that  of  Nowers,  by 
marriage.  Hugh  Curteys  purchafed  it  about  the  year  1351.  About  1397  it  feems 
to  have  been  conveyed  by  his  representatives  to  the  baronial  family  of  Bromflete. 
In  1555  it  was  the  property  of  Henry,  Earl  of  Derby,  whofe  wife,  Lady  Margaret 
Clifford,  was  a lineal  defcendant  of  one  of  the  co-heireffes  of  Henry  Lord  Bromflete. 
In  1621  this  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Bletfoe,  from  whofe  reprefentatives  it 
paffed  in  1708,  to  John  Sawyer.  In  1713  it  became  the  property  of  Major  Genera! 
Livefey,  and  is  now,  in  feveralties,  among!!;  his  reprefentatives. 

The  parifh  church,  a very  elegant  Gothic  ftrudture,  was  built  by  John  Curteys, 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  mayor  of  the.  Staple  at  Calais,  who  died  in  1391,  as  appears 
by  the  infcription  on  his  tomb.  The  braffes  of  himfelf  and  his  wife  Albreda, 
are  remarkably  well  preferved.  They  are  on  a flab  of  black  marble,  under 
Gothic  canopies.  In  the  chancel  are  braffes,  of  Sir  Thomas  Bromflete,  cup- 
bearer to  King  Henry  V.  who  died  in  1430,  and  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  of 

The  family  of  Goftwick  was  fettled  at  Willington  as  eaily  as  the  year  1209,  as  appears  by 
tome  Bedfordlhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  y Cooper’s  Hiftory  of  Wimington,  in  the 

Bibl.  Top.  Brit,  from  whence  the  fubfequent  dates  are  taken. 
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Sir  Edward  St.  John,  and  heirefs  of  the  Lord  de  Vefci,  who  died  in  1407.  The 
Rev.  Wm.  Bromwich  was,  in  Feb.  1803,  patron  of  the  reftory  j the  advowfon 
was  then  on  fale. 

Woburn,  in  the  hundred  of  Manlhead  and  deanery  of  Flitt,  is  a market  town 
fituated  on  the  great  road  to  Manchefter  and  Leeds,  42  miles  from  London.  The 
market,  which  is  held  on  Fridays,  was  granted,  in  1242,  to/ the  abbot  of  Woburn2. 
There  are  four  annual  fairs  ; January  1,  March  23,  July  13,  and  September  25. 
The  town  of  Woburn  fuffered  feverely  by  fire  in  the  year  1595  a,  and  in  1724  b ; 
the  laff  time  about  50  houfes  were  confumed.  The  number  of  houfes  in  Wo- 
burn parilh,  according  to  the  return  made  to  Parliament  in  1801,  purfuant  to 
the  Population  Aft,  was  277  j the  number  of  inhabitants  1563.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth vifited  Woburn  in  I572c.  King  Charles  I.  halted  at  this  town  the  26th  of 
Auguff  1645,  on  route  from  Wales  to  Oxford,  and  flept  at  the  houfe  of  the 
Earl  of  Bedford d,  who  was  then  in  the  fervice  of  the  Parliament. 

Hugh  de  Bolebec,  in  1145,  founded  an  abbey  of  Ciflercian  monks  at  Wo- 
burn6. In  1234,  this  monaltery  was  fo  poor  that  the  eftablilhment  was  for  a 
time  broken  up,  and  the  monks  difperfed  into  different  convents  till  their  debts 
were  difchargedf.  By  various  benefaftions  their  revenues  were  fo  much  im- 
proved, that,  at  the  general  diffolution  of  monafteries  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
they  were  eftimated  at  39 1 1.  1 8s.  2d.  clear  yearly  value2.  The  laft  abbot  was 
hanged  at  Woburn  for  denying  the  king’s  fupremacy.  The  fite  of  the  abbey 
was  granted,  in  1547,  to  John  Lord  Ruffel,  afterwards  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  has 
been  ever  fince  the  chief  feat  of  that  noble  family.  There  are  no  remains  of  the 
conventual  buildings. 

Woburn  houfe,  a magnificent  manfion  occupying  four  fides  of  a quadrangle, 
was  almofl  wholly  rebuilt  by  Flitcroft,  for  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  about  the 
middle  of  the  laft  century.  The  Rate  apartments  are  fitted  up  in  that  ftyle  of 
coftly  magnificence  which  then  prevailed.  The  gallery  exhibits  a large  and  rnofl 
interefting  colleftion  of  portraits,  among  which  are  to  be  feen  thofe  of  many  illuf- 
trious  characters  of  the  houfe  of  Ruffel,  and  other  families  allied  to  them  by 
marriage.  Some  curious  portraits  alfo  are  difperfed  in  other  rooms ; among  the 
molt  remarkable  are  thofe  of  Philipiof  Spain  and  Queen  Mary,  by  Sir  Antonio  More. 
A catalogue  raifonne  of  the  piftures  at  Woburn  was  drawn  up  by  the  late  Earl  of 


'•  Cart.  26  Henry  III.  2 A pamplet  was  publilhed  on  the  fubjeft  bearing  that  date. 

* Hiftorical  Regifter.  c Queen  Elizabeth’s  Progreffes.  d Symonds’s  MSS.  in  the  Britilh 
Mufcum.  e Tanner,  f Chron.  Dunft.  E Tanner. 
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Orford,  at  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  requed,  not  long  before  his  death.  Among  the 
portraits  lately  added,  is  a fine  picture  of  Thomas  Kellegrew,  the  celebrated  wit 
in  Charles  the  Second’s  reign.  The  collection  of  pictures  by  the  old  mailers  is 
large  and  valuable.  Several  of  thofe  defcribed  by  Pennant  have  been  exchanged 
for  others.  Among  the  more  recent  additions  (by  the  late  Duke)  are  a choice 
cabinet  collection,  in  a fmall  room  at  the  end  of  the  library,  fitted  up  in  the 
Etrufcan  ftyle.  It  confifls  of  fome  very  valuable  pictures  by  Cuyp,  Teniers,  Berg- 
hem,  and  Rubens,  and  a celebrated  cattle  piece  by  Paul  Potter.  The  library  (57 
feet  by  24)  was  fitted  up  by  the  late  Duke.  Over  the  book  cafes  are  portraits  of 
artifts ; Titian,  Rembrandt,  Rubens,  Tintoret,  Teniers,  and  Kneller,  by  them- 
felves ; the  others  principally  by  Vandyke.  The  great  {tables,  mentioned  by 
Pennant  as  part  of  the  cloifters  of  the  abbey,  were  pulled  down  by  the  late  Duke, 
and  their  fite  is  occupied  by  a fuite  of  rooms.  The  prefent  (tables  form  the  wings 
of  a very  handfome  building,  the  centre  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  tennis  court 
and  riding  houfe.  The  former  is  108  feet  in  length;  the  riding-houfe,  including 
a gallery  at  the  end  for  fpeCtators,  130.  A colonnade,  a quarter  of  a mile  in  length, 
leads  from  the  Duke’s  private  apartments  to  the  (tables,  tennis  court,  and  other 
buildings. 

Large  fums  have  been  expended  in  altering  the  level  of  the  ground  near 
the  houfe,  which  (lands  about  the  centre  of  an  extenfive  park.  Numerous 
plantations  were  made,  both  in  the  park,  and  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  by  the 
Duke’s  grandfather ; others  have  been  more  recently  laid  out,  to  the  great  im- 
provement of  the  fcenery ; but  its  character  is  more  that  of  grandeur,  than  of 
piCturefque  beauty. 

The  late  Duke’s  favourite  purfuits  are  well  known  to  have  been  experimental  agri- 
culture and  the  breeding  of  cattle.  For  this  purpofe  he  kept  feveral  farms  in  his  own 
hands.  The  principal  farm-yard  is  in  the  park,  about  half  a mile  from  the  houfe. 
The  buildings  of  every  kind,  for  the  ufes  of  the  farm,  are  upon  the  molt  extenfive 
fcale,  and  abound  with  every  convenience  that  could  be  devifed;  one  of  the  mod 
remarkable  is  the  room  condruCted  for  lhewing  the  (heep  at  the  annual  (hearing, 
which  has  been  kept  for  feveral  years  pad  with  great  hofpitality.  The  prefent 
Duke  follows  the  deps  of  his  late  brother  in  patronizing  agricultural  improve- 
ment, and  keeps  up  all  the  eftabli(hments  which  he  formed  with  a view  to  that 
purpofe.  On  the  farm  at  Woburn  is  a mill  for  malting,  threlhing,  winnowing, 
&c.  and  other  conveniencies  for  the  abridging  and  expediting  of  labour,  mod  of 
which  were  condruCted  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Salmon,  the  Duke's 
clerk  of  the  works,  the  ingenious  inventor  of  feveral  ufeful  improvements  in  agri- 
cultural implements. 
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The  manor  of  Woburn  was  given  to  the  abbey  by  the  founder h,  and  was  granted 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  anceftor,  together  with  the  conventual  fite. 

The  manor  of  Birchmore,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  to  Woburn  abbey,  and,  after 
the  reformation,  was,  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  family  of  Stanton,  from 
whom  it  paffed,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Pickerings.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  grandfather  purchafed  it  of  Sir  Edward 
Pickering  bart.  in  174 7. 

It  appears  by  the  Liber  Regis  that  Birchmore  had  formerly  a church,  to  which 
the  chapel  of  Woburn,  called,  in  moil  records,  Old  Woburn,  was  annexed. 
In  a furvey  of  the  parifh,  made  by  Sir  Jonas  Moore  in  1661,  a garden,  about  200 
yards  weft  of  Birchmore  houfe,  is  called  the  church-yard.  This  fufficiently  de- 
notes the  fite  of  the  old  church.  - Woburn  chapel,  now  the  parifh  church,  was 
given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  in  1242.  The  great  tithes,  by  the  name  of 
the  re&ory  of  Birchmore,  were  appropriated  to  the  monaftery  in  1308  k.  They  are 
now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  The  benefice  is  a donative  in  his  Grace’s 
patronage. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Francis  Stanton, 
fheriff  of  the  county,  who  died  in  1635.  His  fon  Edward  was  an  eminent 
divine  among  the  Puritans.  In  the  fouth  aifle  is  the  tomb  of  John  Morton,  fon  of 
John  Morton,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Lovels-bury,  in  Potefgrave,  who  died  in  1394. 
The  tower  hands  detached  from  the  reft  of  the  building,  at  the  north-weft  corner. 
The  church  was  undergoing  a thorough  repair,  which  it  feemed  much  to  need, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  1800. 

Adjoining  the  church-yard  is  a free  fchool,  founded  by  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford,  who  died  in  1582.  Francis  Lord  Ruffel,  in  1622,  gave  a falary  of  10I. 
per  annum  to  the  mafter,  which  has  been  fince  increafed  to  35I.  A copy  of  the 
ftatutes  is  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s  muniment  room  in  London. 

There  is  an  alms-houfe  in  this  parifh  for  12  poor  perfons,  founded  by  the 
Bedford  family.  It  is  endowed  with  30I.  per  annumy  and  the  endowment  was 
confirmed  by  an  act  of  Parliament  in  1761. 

Wootton,  in  the  hundred  of  Redbornftoke,  is  a very  pleafant  village,  lying  about 
5 miles  fouth-weft  of  Bedford.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  Beauchamps,  barons  of 
Bedford,  and  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  Botetorts,  Latimers,  and  Nevilles  ’. 
John  Neville,  Lord  Latimer,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1543  m.  Early  in  the  17th  cen- 

6 Dugdale's  Monafticon.  1 Duke  of  Bedford’s  Records.  k See  Tanner. 

1 See  Cardington.  m Efch,  Henry  VIII. 
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tury,  it  became  the  property  of  the  Monoux  family.  Humphrey  Monoux,  of 
Wootton,  was  created  a baronet  in  1 660.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his  descendant, 
Sir  Philip  Monoux  bart.  who  refides  at  Sandy.  The  manor  houfe  at  Wootton 

is,  or  was  lately,  in  the  occupation  of  Col.  Lake.  The  manor  of  Hoe,  in 
this  parifh,  was  formerly  in  the  Archer  family  ",  afterwards  in  the  Botelers,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  Admiral  Cornifh,  whofe  uncle,  Sir  Samuel  Cornilh,  bought 

it,  about  the  year  1765,  of  Sir  Philip  Boteler  bart.  The  manor  of  Pillinge,  in 
Wootton,  or  Wootton  Pillinge,  was  part  of  Lord  Fanhope’s  property0,  and  was 
afterwards  in  the  family  of  Long  p.  Sir  Francis  Clerke,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1632, 
bequeathed  it  to  Sidney  Suffex  College,  in  Cambridge q.  Richard  Burgoyne  efq. 
who  died  in  1464,  wras  feifed  of  a manor  called  Bofoms,  in  this  parifh  r. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  tombs  of  the  Monoux  family,  among  which 
are  thofe  of  all  the  baronets,  and  of  Lieut.  Monoux,  who  was  flain  in  the  adion 
with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth’s  army  in  1 685  5 he  was  buried  at  Chard  in  Somer- 
fetfhire,  and  his  body  afterwards  removed  hither.  Wootton  lies  in  the  deanery  of 
Bedford.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Newen- 
ham,  are  now  the  property  of  Sir  Philip  Monoux,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

"Wrest  ling  worth,  in  the  hundred  of  Bigglefwade  and  deanery  of  Shefford, 
lies  on  the  borders  of  Cambridgefhire,  about  three  miles  from  Potton,  and  about  five 
from  Bigglefwade.  King  Henry  III.  in  1218,  gave  the  manor  to  Ifabella  de  Dover, 
till  fuch  time  as  he  fhould  pleafe  to  reftore  it  to  the  heirs  of  Reginald  Damartin, 
Earl  of  Boulogne,  whofe  property  it  had  been,  promifing  in  that  cafe  to  give  her 
a penfion  in  lieu  of  it s.  After  this  it  was  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Hunter- 
combe  r and  Raghton  j from  the  latter  it  pafled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Afplions u. 
In  1475,  it  was  granted  to  Anthony  Lord  Grey,  of  Ruthin x;  in  1485,  to  Mar- 
garet Countefs  of  Richmond y,  who  fettled  it  on  Thomas  Earl  of  Derby.  Of  late 
years  it  was  in  the  family  of  Downing,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Jacob  Whitting- 
ton efq.  An  eftate  in  Wreftling worth,  which  belonged  alfo  to  the  Downings, 
forms  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  college,  which  is  to  be  built  in  Cambridge, 
purfuant  to  the  will  of  Sir  Jacob  Downing.  The  redory  of  Wrefllingworth  is  in 
the  gift  of  the  crown.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  Parliament, 
paffed  in  1801,  when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  to  the  redor,  and  to  the 
redor  of  Co.ckayne  Hatley,  Thomas  Ryder,  efq.  and  others  who  had  portions  of 
tithes  in  Wrefllingworth  5 under  the  fame  ad,  part  of  Hartley  field  was  allotted 

n Efch.  Edw.  IV.  0 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  p Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  and  Eliz.  q See  his  will. 

J Efch.  Edw.  IV.  ! C.  i'i  Henry  III.  1 Efch.  Edw.  III.  " Efch.  Hen.  V.  and  VI. 

x Pat.  14.  Edw.  IV.  y Rot.  Pari.  vol.  vi. 
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and  added  to  the  pari(h  of  Wreftlingworth,  which  was  computed  to  contain  about 
i860  acres. 

Yielden,  in  the  hundred  of  Stodden  and  cjeanery  of  Eaton,  lies  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Northamptonfhire,  about  14  miles  from  Bedford.  It  was  anciently 
called  Ivelden,  or  Givelden,  and  was  the  feat  and  property  of  the  barons  Traylly, 
who  poffeffed  this  and  other  manors  in  the  county  when  the  furvey  of  Doomfday 
was  taken.  They  were  not  fummoned  to  Parliament  after  the  reign  of  King  John  % 
but  their  defendants  in  the  male  line  continued  in  poffeffion  of  this  manor  till  the 
year  1360,  or  later.  The  caftle  of  Yielden  is  reprefented  in  the  inquifition  of  that  date, 
as  having  fallen  entirely  to  decay a.  Its  fite  is  called  the  Caflle-field,  where  the  prefent 
appearance  of  the  earth- works  fhews  it  to  have  been  a place  of  great  flrength.  What 
became  of  the  manor  of  Yielden  does  not  appear  on  record.  It  is  not  improbable  that- 
it  formed  part  of  the  endowment  of  Northill  college,  founded  by  the  executors  of  Sir 
John  Traylly,  the  lad  heir  male  of  the  family.  It  is  certain  that  it  was,  at  a fubfequent 
period,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  family  of  St.  John.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
John  Crawley  efq.  of  Stockwood,  near  Luton,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Sir 
Jeremy  Vanacker  Sambroke,  whofe  family  purchafed  it  of  the  Earl  of  Bolingbroke 
in  1706.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory  was  given  by  Geffrey  Traylly,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  I.  to  the  monks  of  Thorney b.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  St.  John 
family,  and  was  fold  by  the  Earl  of  Bolingbroke,  in  1706,  to  the  then  bifhop  of 
Peterborough,  of  whofe  fon,  Robert  Clavering  efq.  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Bunting,  the  prefent  patron  and  incumbent. 

John  Pocklington,  redor  of  Yielden,  was  author  of  a fermon,  entitled,  “ Sunday 
no  Sabbath,”  preached  at  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln’s  vifitation  at  Ampthill,  in 
1635  c.  It  gave  fuch  offence  to  the  puritans,  that,  in  the  year  1640,  an  order  of 
Parliament  was  iffued,  condemning  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  commoa 
hangman  in  London  and  in  the  two  Univerfities. 

z Dugdale.  1 Efch.  34  Edw,  III.  b Dugdale’s  Baronage,  vol.  i-  c Ant,  Wood; 
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BERKSHIRE. 


INTRODUCTION. 

ETYMOLOGY. 

A SSER  MENEVENSIS,  an  ancient  Englifh  hiflorian,  informs  us,  that  this 
county  derives  its  name  from  a wood,  called  Barroc ; he  adds,  that  it 
abounded  in  box,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this  circumftance  had  any  connexion 
with  the  name.  Barroc  wood  is  mentioned  among  the  property  of  the  nuns  of 
Ambrefbury,  in  a charter  of  King  John3;  and  it  is  probable,  that  it  was  fomewhere 
on  or  near  the  Downs,  between  Wantage  and  Lamborn,  as  the  other  eftates, 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  fame  charter,  are  fituated  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Ancient  Inhabitants  and  Government. 

Camden  mentions  Berkfhire  as  the  feat  of  the  Attrebatii  or  Attrebates.  It  is 
univerfally  allowed,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  county  was  anciently  inhabited  by 
that  people,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  a colony  of  the  Attrebates,  in  Gaul ; 
but  it  is  the  opinion  of  moll  antiquaries  of  the  prefent  day,  particularly  of  the 
learned  Mr .,  Whitaker b,  that  the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  Berkfhire,  where  is  now  the 
hundred  of  Bray,  was  inhabited  by  a people  called  the  Bibroci,  and  a fmall  portion 
of  it,  bordering  on  Hampfhire,  by  the  Segontiaci.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
Roman  government,  Berkfhire  formed  a part  of  Britannia  Superior;  but  afterwards, 
when  the  kingdom  was  fubdivided,  it  was  included  in  the  diftridl  of  Britannia 
Prima.  During  the  Saxon . Heptarchy,  this  county  belonged  to  the  kingdom  of 
the  Well  Saxons ; and  after  the  whole  of  Britain  became  united  into  one  monarchy, 
it  was  comprifed  within  the  diflrift,  called  Wejt-Saxon-Lcege . 

a Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  I.  192.  b See  his  Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  I.  92,  93. 
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Hi/lorical  Events . 

The  earlieft  mention  of  any  hiftorical  fad  connected  with  this  county  is  in  the 
reign  of  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  which  commenced  in  the  year  758.  The 
Chronicle  of  Abingdon0  informs  us,  that  Offa,  having  conquered  Kinewulf,  king 
of  the  Weft  Saxons,  feized  on  all  the  country,  from  the  town  of  Wallingford  to 
Afhbury,  which  lay  between  the  Ickeneld  Street  and  the  Thames. 

In  the  year  871  the  Danes,  having  made  an  irruption  into  Weffex,  were  defeated 
at  Englefield  in  this  county,  by  Earl  Athelwolf d.  After  this  battle  they  retreated  to 
Reading,  where  they  entrenched  themfelves ; and,  in  a fally  from  that  place,  mads 
a fuccefsful  attack  upon  the  army  of  King  Ethelred : this  fkirmifh  proved  fatal  to 
the  brave  Athelwolf'.  A few  days  afterwards  was  fought  the  famous  battle  of  Afh- 
down,  in  which  Ethelred,  affifted  by  Alfred,  his  brother  and  illuftrious  fucceffor, 
defeated  the  Danes,  killed  their  king  Bacfeg,  or  Bafregh,  and  drove  them  back  to 
Reading  f. 

Antiquaries  have  differed  much  in  opinion  concerning  the  fite  of  this  battle. 
Bifhop  Gibfon,  in  his  edition  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  fays,  that  fome  have  fuppofed 
the  JEfcefdune  of  that  Chronicle  to  have  been  Afhenden,  in  Buckinghamfhire ; an 
opinion  which  certainly  has  nothing  to  fupport  it  but  ftmilarity  of  name.  The  learned 
prelate  himfelf  fuppofed  it  to  have  been  at  Afton/  a village  in  Berldhire,  about 
five  miles  fouth-weft  of  Wallingford  : he  refts  his  opinion  upon  another  paffage  in 
the  fame  Chronicle,  which  fays,  that  in  1016  the  Danes  went  from  Wallingford, 
by  way  of  JEfcefdune , to  Cwicchehnjlawe , becaufe  Afton  lies  nearly  in  a line  from 
Wallingford  to  Cuckhamfley  Hill,  called  by  the  common  people  Cuchinjlow , or 
Scuchinjlow,  and  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Cwicchehnjlawe.  Mr.  Wife,  fuppofing 
the  large  entrenchment  on  the  Downs  above  Uffington,  and  another  at  fome  diftance 
below,  towards  the  weft,  to  be  the  editior  locus  & inferior  locus  of  After,  who  has 
defcribed  this  battle  more  minutely  than  any  other  hiftorian,  is  of  opinion,  that  the 
fite  of  this  adtion  was  on  the  Downs,  near  Afhbury,  where  Lord  Craven  has  a feat, 
now  called  Alhdown  Park  ; and  that  the  figure  of  the  White  Horfe,  near  Uffington, 
was  a memorial  of  the  vidtory.  He  confeffes,  that  the  paffage  which  induced 
bifhop  Gibfon  to  fuppofe  Afton  to  be  the  JEfcefdune  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  bears 
hard  upon  his  hypothefis  ; but  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,  he  fuggefts,  that  the 
paffage  might  have  been  erroneoufly  tranferibed,  and  that  the  true  reading,  perhaps, 
was,  that  the  Danes  went  by  way  of  Cwicchehnjlawe  to  JEfcefdune . 

' In  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  Cotton  MSS.  Claudius  B.  VI.  d Saxon  Chron.  * Ibid. 

f Alfer’s  Account  of  this  battle  may  be  feen  in  Gale’s  Hift.  Ang.  Scrip.  111.  163,  164,  and  that  of 
Simon  Dunelmenfis  in  the  Decern  Scriptores  I.  125,  126. 
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Molt  modern  writers  have  fubfcribed  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wife ; but  there 
are  ftrong  reafons  for  fuppofing,  that  this  battle  was  not  fought  at  either  of  the 
places  already  mentioned.  In  the  furvey'of  Domefday,  Afton  is  written  EJlone , its 
etymology  being  in  common  with  many  places  of  the  fame  name,  the  Eaft  town  : 
Afhbury  is  the  Eijfeberie  of  the  furvey,  which  lay  within  the  ancient  hundred  of 
Hillejlau.  The  Afhdown  (. Ajjedone ) of  the  furvey  was  in  the  hundred  of  Nachede- 
dorne,  which  correfponds  with  the  modern  hundred  of  Compton.  This  place 
fufficiently  agrees,  both  as  to  its  nameg  and  fituation,  with  the  little  that  is  to  be 
gathered  from  our  hiftorians,  refpeding  the  fite  of  this  adion. 

The  Ajjedone  of  the  furvey  feems  to  have  been  in  or  near  the  parifli  of  Athamp- 
ftead,  and  to  have  included  th£  manor  of  that  place,  of  which  no  mention  is  there 
made.  At  a later  period,  the  manors  of  Alhampftead  and  Ajjedone , or,  as  it  is 
called  in  records  of  a more  modern  date,  AJlodown , appear  to  have  been  uniformly 
held  by  the  fame  proprietors,  and  feem  to  be  defcribed  as  adjoining  eftates.  They 
may  be  traced  down  through  the  families  of  De  la  Beche  and  Langford,  as  late  as 
the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII h.  Any  fubfequent  notice  of  the  manor  of  Afhdown 
(which  was  held  of  the  honour  of  Tutbury)  has  been  fought  for  in  vain : the 
name  feems  to  have  been  loft ; but  it  is  evident,  that  its  fite  mull  be  in  the  hundred 
of  Compton,  and  in  or  adjoining  to  the  parilh  of  Afhampftead  ; and  here,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, that  the  fite  of  the  battle  of  Afhdown  muff  be  looked  for.  The  expreflions 
of  editior  locus  and  inferior  locus , to  which  Mr.  Wife  attaches  fo  much  confequence, 
fuppofing  that  they  referred  to  the  ftrong  pods  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  White 
Horfe,  feem  to  import  nothing  more  than  the  upper  and  the  lower  ground,  and  may 
apply  to  any  fpot  in  a hilly  country;  nor  is  there  any  thing  in  Affer’s  defcription  of 
the  battle,  which  intimates  that  either  party  occupied  any  ftrong  poft. 

Suppofmg  Cuckhamfley  Hill  to  be  the  Cwicchelnjlawe  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle, 
the  route  from  Wallingford,  by  way  of  Afhampftead,  to  that  place  would,  it  is  true, 
be  fomewhat  circuitous ; and  that  it  was  circuitous,  the  expreflion  of  going  by  way 
of  JEJceJdune  to  Cwicchelmjlawe  feems  to  imply.  Afhdown  Park  lies  in  an  oppofite 
direction.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  Cwicchelmjlawe  was  the  large  trad  of  land, 
given  by  Cenwallus,  in  the  year  648,  to  Cuthred,  the  fon  of  Cwicchelm,  which  land 
is  faid,  in  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  to  have  been  near  to  iEfcefdune,  and  might  have 
been  called  Cwicchelnjlawe  by  Cuthred,  in  honour  of  his  father. 

* Bromton’s  manner  of  fpelling  the  name  (AfTchedon)  approaches  very  near  to  that  of  the  furvey. 

h Efch.  Edw.  III.  & Hen.  VIII.  The  manorof  Afhbury  (including  Afhdown  Park)  belonged  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Glaftonbury  from  a very  early  period  till  the  difiblution  of  that  monaftery. 
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The  Chronicle  of  Melros  mentions  another  battle  at  Reading,  after  that  at  Alh- 
down‘.  The  Danes  fpent  the  winter  of  872  in  that  town*. 

Camden,  and  mod  fucceeding  antiquaries,  have  fuppofed  Eddington,  near  Weft- 
bury,  in  Wiltlhire,  to  have  been  the  Ethandune  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  where 
Alfred  gained  a decifive  victory  over  the  Danes  in  878.  Dr.  Beke,  the  learned 
Profeffor  of  Modern  Hiftory  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  has  favoured  us  with  fome 
very  ingenious  conjectures,  which  amount  almoft  to  proofs,  that  this  battle  was 
fought  at  Eddington,  near  Hungerford,  in  Berkfhire.  Alfred’s  intention  appears 
to  have  been  to  furprize  the  Danes  with  a force,  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly  col- 
lected. Accordingly,  the  people  of  Somerfetfhire,  Hampfhire,  and  Wiltlhire,  having 
reforted  to  his  llandard  at  Ecbyrhtejiane , (afterwards  called  Brigbtricbejione , and 
now  Brixton,  in  Wiltlhire,)  he  fet  forward  the  next  morning  at  day-break,  it  being 
then  the  middle  of  May,  and  palfed  the  following  night  at  JEglea,  or  Iglea ; and, 
advancing  the  following  day,  totally  defeated  the  Danes,  and  purfued  them  with  his 
cavalry  to  their  fortified  camp.  As  Eddington,  near  Weltbury,  is  fcarcely  ten 
miles  from  Brixton,  there  feems,  as  Dr.  Beke  obferves,  an  evident  abfurdity  in  fup- 
pofing  that,  if  fo  much  time  had  been  taken  up  in  moving  fo  Ihort  a diltance,  any 
furprize  could  have  been  intended,  or  could  have  been  fuccefsful,  if  attempted  in  fo 
dilatory  a manner.  He  fuppofes,  therefore,  that  the  day  before  the  aCtion,  Alfred 
made  a long  and  forced  march  of  about  thirty-five  miles  over  the  Downs,  with  his 
cavalry,  and  reached  JEglea , or  Iglea , which  place  he,  with  great  probability,  con- 
jectures to  have  given  name  to  the  hundred  of  Eglei  ’,  in  Berklhire,  which  lies  to 
the  north  of  Eddington,  and  that  the  next  morning  he  attacked  the  Danilh  army 
by  the  road  from  Shefford. 

The  learned  profeflfor  relts  his  opinion  chiefly  on  thefe  circumltances,  that 
Eddington,  near  Weltbury,  was  much  too  near  to  Brixton ; for  Alfred  palfed  the 
night,  after  a march  from  day-break  in  the  middle  of  May,  at  JEglea,  Ihort  of  the 
fcene  of  action  ; that  the  ancient  village  of  Daneford  (now  Denford),  and  the  town  of 
Hungerford  (anciently  Ingleford ),  are  adjoining  to  Eddington,  and  the  hamlet  of 
Englewood,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Kennet,  at  a very  Ihort  diltance ; names 
which  feern  to  imply  fome  confiderable  battle  between  the  two  nations,  of  which  we 
have  otherwife  no  mention  in  hillory ; and  it  is  a further  corroboration,  that  the 
hundred  of  Eglei,  which  no  doubt  derived  its  name  from  fome  place  not  far  dillant, 
(though  its  fite  is  not  now  known,)  adjoined  to  Eddington  on  the  north.  It  may 
be  remarked,  that  the  manor  of  Ethandune , which  Alfred  leaves  by  will  to  his  wife 

1 Gale’s  Hift.  Ang.  Scrip.  I.  144.  k Sax.  Chron.  p.  S2. 

1 The  two  ancient  hundreds  of  Eglei  and  Cheneteberie  are  now  united  into  one,  by  the  name  of 
Kentbury  Eagle. 
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Ealhfwith , is  mentioned  with  other  Berkshire  lands ; and  there  is  no  doubt,  that 
it  was  the  manor  of  Eddington,  near  Hungerford,  now  the  property  of  Sit 
W.  J.  James  bart. 

In  1006  the  Danes  laid  wafte  this  county  with  fire  and  fword : they  burnt 
Reading,  Wallingford,  Cholfey,  and  a great  many  villages,  having  marched  by  way 
of  JEfcefdune  to  Cwicchelmjlawe , as  before  mentioned : they  returned  by  another 
route,  and  obtained  a victory  over  the  Saxons  near  the  river  Kennet m. 

The  Chronicle  of  Robert  of  Gloucefter,  fpeaking  of  thefe  ravages  of  the  Danes, 
fays : — 

,c  Meft  wo  hii  dude  in  Borrcfiyre  and  up  AfTefdoune, 

And  fo  about  Quychelmefley,  and  fo  in  many  toune.” 

In  101 1,  Berkfhire  was  under  the  dominion  of  king  Ethelred".  Swain,  king  of 
Denmark,  appears  to  have  been  at  Wallingford  in  1012  °. 

During  the  wars  between  king  Stephen  and  the  friends  of  the  emprefs  Maud, 
the  caftles  of  Faringdonp  and  Newbury9  were  taken  by  the  royal  party.  Walling- 
ford was  one  of  the  ftrongeft  garrifons  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  place  of  her  retreat 
when  fhe  fled  from  her  enemies  at  Oxford.  It  was  often  befieged  by  Stephen,  who 
built  a fort  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  to  attack  it  with  more  effect ; but  it 
was  defended  till  the  termination  of  the  war,  by  its  brave  governor  Brien  Fitz- 
Count r.  The  peace  which  enfued  was  made  beneath  its  walls : the  neighbouring 
caflle  of  Brightwell,  in  this  county,  and  that  of  Reading,  were,  by  the  treaty  then 
made,  given  up  to  Henry  duke  of  Normandy s.  During  king  Richard’s  abfence  in 
Paleftine,  his  brother  John  came  over  from  Normandy  into  England,  and  feized  the 
caftles  of  Wallingford  and  Windfor.  Windfor  was  foon  retaken  by  the  king’s 
friends ; and  afterwards  both  caftles,  purfuant  to  the  articles  of  a truce,  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Queen  Dowager1.  In  1213,  two  amicable  meetings  were  held 
in  this  county,  between  king  John  and  his  barons,  the  one  at  Wallingford,  in  No- 
vember, and  the  other  in  December  at  Reading u.  In  1216  Wallingford  was 
fortified  by  the  kingw,  and  Windfor  was  befieged  by  the  barons  x.  In  1263, 
Windfor  Caftle  was  taken  by  Simon  de  Montforty.  In  1389,  a temporary  recon- 
ciliation was  effe&ed  between  king  Richard  II.  and  the  difcontented  nobles,  at 
Reading,  by  the  mediation  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter z. 

m Simon  Dunelm.  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  & Sax.  Chron.  135.  " Sax.  Chron.  140. 

0 Ibid.  143.  p Brompton  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  I.  1033.  1 Holinfhed. 

r See  Gervas,  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  I.  1361  & 1373.  s Mat.  Paris,  72.  c Holinfhed. 

u M.  Paris,  207,  208.  w Holinfhed.  x M.'  Paris,  241 . y Ibid.  851.  z Holinfhed 
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During  the  difaftrous  civil  war  in  the  17th  century,  this  county  was  frequently 
the  fcene  of  adlion  between  the  contending  parties.  King  Charles  fettled  a ftrong 
garrifon  at  Wallingford,  which  continued  there  as  long  as  the  royil  party  were 
capable  of  making  any  Hand,  and  was  not  taken  till  the  clofe  of  the  war,  being  one 
of  the  laft  garrifons  that  furrendered.  Windfor  was  garrifoned  by  the  parliament, 
in  O&ober  1642,  and  continued  in  their  poffefiion  the  whole  of  the  war.  Prince 
Rupert  once  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  upon  it.  The  unfortunate  monarch  fpent 
his  laft  Chriftmas  there  as  a prifoner.  Reading  was  at  firft  garrifoned  by  the  par- 
liament ; but  its  governor,  Harry  Marten,  quitted  it  on  the  approach  of  the  king’s 
army,  in  October  1642  s.  The  king  had  then  the  head-quarters  of  his  horfe  at 
Abingdon ; and  being  poffeffed  of  Reading,  as  well  as  Wallingford,  commanded 
the  whole  of  this  county,  excepting  the  neighbourhood  of  Windfor  \ 

In  April,  1643,  Reading  was  taken  by  the  parliament,  after  a fiege  of  ten  days'. 
In  September,  1643,  was  fought  the  firft  battle  of  Newbury,  in  which  the  Earls  of 
Sunderland  and  Carnarvon,  and  the  accomplifhed  Lord  Falkland,  loft  their  lives : 
both  parties  claimed  the  vi&ory d.  The  Earl  of  Effex  marched  after  the  action  to- 
wards Reading,  where  he  halted  a few  days  ; he  then  drew  off  all  his  forces  from 
that  town,  which  was  again  made  a garrifon  for  the  king,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Jacob  Aftley e.  When  king  Charles  returned  to  Oxford,  after  the  battle  of 
Newbury,  he  left  a garrifon  at  Donnington  Caftle,  near  that  town,  which  was 
bravely  defended  by  its  governor,  Col.  Boys,  during  feveral  fieges ; and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  caftle  was  nearly  demolilhed,  and  he  had  at  one  time  to  refill  the 
attack  of  the  whole  of  Effex’s  army,  he  fuccefsfully  maintained  his  poll  to  the 
laft  f. 

In  the  fpring  of  1644,  the  parliament  became  mailers  of  all  Berklhire,  excepting 
the  garrifon  at  Wallingford.  The  king’s  army,  having  been  quartered  a month  at 
Newbury,  marched  to  Reading ; and  after  a few  days  halt,  difmantled  the  fortifi- 
cations, upon  which  that  town  was  immediately  taken  poffefiion  of  by  the  parliament. 
The  royal  army,  after  quitting  Reading,  held  a rendezvous  on  the  Downs,  near 
Compton,  and  were  quartered,  for  fome  days,  in  Wantage,  and  the  neighbouring 
villages  L After  this  the  infantry  were  ordered  to  Abingdon,  for  the  purpofe  of 
defending  that  town ; but  the  general  quitted  it,  without  attempting  any  refiftance, 
on  the  approach  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  with  his  army.  Abingdon  now  became  a 
garrifon  for  the  parliament  under  Col.  Browne,  and  proved  a very  troublefome 

9 

a Clarendon  II.  70.  8vo.  edit.  6 Ibid.  II.  82.  ° Ibid.  II.  230.  d See  Clarendon  II. 

346.  34J.  and  Vicars’s  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  410.  420.  e Clarendon  II.  348. 

‘ See  more  particulars  in  the  account  of  the  parith  of  Shaw.  * Walker’s  Hiftory,  p.  13. 
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neighbour  to  Oxford.  Some  attempts  were  made  by  the  royalifts  to  regain  it,  but 
without  fuccefs h.  In  Odober,  1644,  a fecond  battle  was  fought  near  Newbury  : 
the  Earl  of  Effex,  in  his  route  to  Newbury,  where  the  king  was  quartered,  marched 
from  Bafing,  through  Aldermafton,  Padworth,  and  Bucklefbury.  Ihis  fecond 
battle  of  Newbury,  like  the  firft,  \vas  not  fo  decifive  but  that  both  parties  claimed 
the  victory  *.  The  king,  having  accomplifhed  his  purpofe  of  relieving  Donnington 
Caftle,  v/hofe  brave  governor  he  knighted,  marched  to  Lamborn,  and  thence,  by 
way  of  Marlborough,  to  Hungerford,  and  from  Hungerford,  through  Faringdon, 
to  Oxford.  The  Earl  of  Effex  marched  his  army  into  winter-quarters  at  Reading, 
Abingdon,  &c. 

In  1645,  Sir  Stephen  Hawkins  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  on  the  par- 
liamentary garrifon  at  Abingdon;  and  Cromwell,  with  the  fame  ill  fuccefs,  attacked 
the  king’s  garrifon  at  Faringdon  k.  About  the  fame  time  he  was  more  fuccefsful 
in  a ikirmilh  at  Radcot-bridge,  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  took  Sir  William 
Vaughan  and  Col.  Littleton  prifoners,  with  200  of  their  troops  The  only  adion 
which  happened  in  Berkfhire,  in  1646,  and  the  laft  in  that  county  during  the  war, 
was  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  Abingdon  by  Prince  Rupert,  in  March  m.  In  the 
fummer  of  that  year,  Wallingford  and  Faringdon  were  furrendered  to  the  parlia- 
ment". Sir  Thomas  Fairfax’s  head  quarters  were  at  Reading,  in  July,  1647. 

A fight  Ikirmilh  at  Reading,  in  December  1688  °,  was  the  only  adion,  ex- 
cepting a more  trifling  affair  at  Twyford  in  this  county p,  which  took  place 
previoufly  to  the  happy  revolution,  which  feated  the  Prince  of  Orange  on  the 
throne  of  thefe  realms. 

Ancient  and,  modern  Divifion  of  Berkfhire. 

When  thefurvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  this  county  was  divided  into  22  hun- 
dreds. Wallingford  and  Windfor  were  affeffed  feparately.  The  hundreds  were, 

Benes,  or  Beners,  now  Barne(h ; 

Blitberie  (Blewbury)  ; 

Borchedeberie,  or  Borcheldeberie  (Bucklebury) ; 

Bray,  ftill  retaining  that  name  ; 

Cerledone,  now  Charlton  -> 

Cheneteberie  j now  un;te(j  by  the  name  0f  Kentbury-Eagie  ; 

Eglei  3 

Eletesford,  Helitesford,  or  Hefliteford  ; 

Gamesfel,  now  Ganfield ; 


h See  Clarendon  II.  484,  485,  487,  554.  Heath’s  Chron.  57,  75,  7 6. 

‘ See  more  particulars  under  the  account  of  Newbury..  k Clarendon  II.  54 6,  550,  553,  &.c. 

Heath  65,  66,  75,  97.  1 Heath  75.  m Perfect  Occurrences,  March  1646. 

" Heath  107,  109.  0 See  Kennet’s  Hiftorv.  * Magna  Britannia — Berklhire. 
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Hilleflau  ; 

Hornimere,  now  Hormer ; 

Lamborne,  or  Lambourn,  ftill  retaining  the  fame  name  ; 

Merceham  (Marcham)  ; 

Nachededorne  ; 

Radinges,  or  Redinges  (Reading)  ; 

Riplefmere,  ftill  retaining  the  fame  name  ; 

Roeberg  ; 

Seriveham,  or  Shrivenham,  ftill  retaining  the  latter  name  ; 

Sudtone  (Sutton)  ; 

Tacceham,  or  Thatcham  ; 

Wanating,  or  Wanting  (Wantage),  ftill  retaining  that  name  ; 

Wifol. 

The  prefent  number  of  hundreds  is  only  twenty ; of  thefe,  eleven  retain  their 
ancient  names.  The  modern  hundreds  are,  Compton,  Cookham,  Faircrofs, 
Faringdon,  Morton,  Ock,  otherwife  Oke,  Sunning,  Theale,  and  Wargrave.  The 
parifhes  which  were  in  Blitberie,  or  Blewbury  hundred,  are  now  included  in  that  of 
Moreton,  excepting  Blewbury  itfelf,  which  is  in  Reading.  The  parifhes  which 
were  in  the  hundred  of  Borchedeberie  (Bucklebury),  are  now  in  Faircrofs  and 
Reading.  Thofe  which  were  in  the  hundred  of  Eletesford,  are  now  in  Moreton  ; 
excepting  Cholfey,  which  is  in  that  of  Reading.  Thofe  which  were  in  the 
hundred  of  Hilleflau,  are  now  added  to  Shrivenham.  The  parifhes  which  were  in 
the  hundred  of  Merceham,  or  Marcham,  are  now  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  ex- 
cepting Beffils-Legh,  which  is  in  that  of  Hormer.  Mofl  of  the  parifhes  which 
were  in  the  hundred  of  Nachededorne,  are  now  in  that  of  Compton  ; the  others 
in  Faircrofs.  Thofe  which  were  in  the  hundred  of  Roeberg,  are  now  in  Fair- 
crofs. Thofe  which  were  in  the  hundred  of  Sudtone,  are  now  in  Ock,  excepting 
Weft  Hendred,  which  is  in  Wanting,  and  Stanford,  which  is  in  Ganfield.  Thofe 
which  were  in  the  hundred  of  Thatcham,  are  now  in  Faircrofs  and  Reading. 
Thofe  which  were  in  the  hundred  of  Wifol,. are  now  in  that  of  Faringdon,  ex- 
cepting Bufcot,  which  is  in  Shrivenham.  The  modern  hundred  of  Sonning,  or 
Sunning,  was  formerly  included  in  the  hundred  of  Cerledone,  now  Charlton  ; 
that  of  Wargrave  was  included  in  Charlton  and  Ripplefmere ; that  of  Cookham, 
in  Eletesford.  The  modern  hundred  of  Theale,  appears  to  have  been  taken  out 
of  Reading,  which  was  formerly  very  extenfive. 

A few  parifhes  appear  to  have  been  removed  out  of  one  hundred  into  another. 
Remenham,  which  was  anciently  in  Beners,  is  now  in  Charlton.  Swallowfield 
which  was  in  Charlton,  is  now  in  Reading. 

The  hundreds  of  Barnefh,  or  Beynhurft,  Bray,  Cookham,  and  Ripplefmere, 
are  in  the  Crown.  The  hundreds  of  Faircrofs  and  Kentbury-Eagle  are  held  on 
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leafe  under  the  Crown  by  the  Earl  of  Craven,  the  hundreds  of  Ock  and  Moreton 
by  Mrs.  Sarah  Hucks.  Alexander  Cobham  efq.  is  lord  of  the  hundred  of  Charlton. 
Richard  Pottinger  efq.  of  Compton ; William  Hallet  efq.  of  Faringdon  ; Samuel 
Worthington  efq.  of  Ganfield  and  Wanting ; the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  of  Hormer, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon ; Richard 
Benyon  efq.  of  Reading  and  Theale  ; the  Hon.  and  Rev.  the  Lord  Biftiop  of  Dur- 
ham, and  others,  truftees  adling  under  Lord  Barrington’s,  will,  of  Shrivenham  ; 
Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Sunning ; and  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Braybroke,  of 
Wargrave. 

The  following  is  a lift  of  manors  mentioned  in  the  Survey  of  Domefday,  with 
their  modern  names  as  far  as  they  could  be  afcertained. 


Abingdon 

- - Abingdon 

Boroardefcote  - 

- Bufcot 

Acenge,  in 

the  hundred  of  Thatcham 

Boufore 

- Boxford 

Aneborne 

- Enborne 

Bradfelt 

- Bradfield 

Apleford 

r Appleford,  in  Sutton- 

Brai 

- Bray 

' l Courtney 

Bras*,  in  the  hundred  of  Beners 

Apletune 

- Appleton 

Brintone 

- Brimpton 

Ardintone 

- - Ardington 

Briftoldeftone 

- Bright-Walton 

Affedone 

C Afhdown,  in  the  hun- 

Briftowelle 

- Brightwell 

" i dred  of  Compton 

Catmere 

- Catmere 

Avingtone 

- - Avington 

Cedeledorde 

- Chaddleworth 

Bagenor 

- - Bagnor,  in  Speen 

Cedeneorde,  in  the  hunded  of  Eglei 

Baiorde 

- - Bay  worth, in  Sunningwell 

Celrea 

- Childrey 

Baftedene 

- . - Bafiildon 

Celfeia 

- Cholfey 

Bechefgete, 

in  the  hundred  of  Cheneteberie 

Cerletone 

- Charlton,  in  Wantage 

Becote 

- - Becket,  in  Shrivenham 

Cernei 

- Charney,  in  Longworth 

Bedene 

- - - Beedon 

Ceveflau 

- Challow 

Bedretone 

- - Betterton, ‘near  Lockinge 

Cheneteberie 

- Kentbury 

Beneham 

- - Beenham 

Chenitune 

f Kennington,  in  Radley 

Berceham 

- - Barkham 

l and  Sunningwell 

Bertune 

- Barton,  in  Abingdon 

Cherfwelle 

- Carfwell 

Bifteham 

- - Bitham 

Chingeftune 

- KingftondBagpuze 

Blitberie 

- Blewbury 

Cilletone,  or  Ciltone 

- Chilton 

Bocheland 

- Buckland 

Civelei 

- Cheveley 

Bochentone 

Bochefore, 

C Bockington,  in  Lam- 

Clevore 

- Clewer 

- i 

i bourn 

in  the  hundred  of  Cheneteberie 

Clopcote 

t Clapcote,  near  Walling- 
I ford 

Borcheldeberie  - Bucklebury 

Cocheham 

- Cookham 

Borgefelle 

- Burfield 

Cochefwelle 

- Coxwell 

* This  place,  which  is  defcribed  as  having  a church,  is  unlike  in  name  to  any  place  now  known. 
Dr.  Beke  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  Binfield,  anciently  Benersfield,  which  gave  name  to  the  hundred, 
and  of  which,  otherwife,  there  is  no  mention. 


Colefelle, 
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Colefelle,  or  Colelhalle 

ColeihiU 

Gofei  - - Goofey 

Comenore 

- Cumner 

Greneham  - - Greenham,  in  Thatcham 

Contone 

- Compton 

Hacheborne  - - Hagbourn 

Coferige 

- Courage,  in  Cheveley 

Hameftede  - 5 Hampfted-Marihail,  and 

Crocheham 

- Crookham,  in  Thatcham 

\ Hampfted- Norris 

Crocheftrope  fuppofedtobeColdthrop,inThatcham 

Hanlei  and  Hannei  - Hanney 

Deneford 

- Denford,  in  Avington 

Harewelle,  or  Harwelle  Harwell 

Denchefworde 

- Denchworth 

Helderaianftune  - Aldermafton 

Deriton,  in  the  hundred  of  Taceham 

Henret  - - Eaft  and  Weft  Hendred 

Dideorde 

- Dudworth,  in  Windfor 

Hentone  - - Hinton 

Draicote 

- Draycot,  in  Longworth 

Herlei  - - Hurley 

Draitune 

- Drayton 

f Maiden- Earley,  and 

Dudochesforde 

- Duxford,  in  Hinton 

Herlei,  Erlei, or  Hurlei -j  Earley-White  Knights 

Elridge,  in  the  hundred  of  Cheneteberie 

*•  in  Sunning 

Eddevetone 

- 

Hevaford,fuppofedtobe  Hatford 

Edtune,  or  Eltune 

- Eaton,  in  Appleton 

Hildeflei,  Hilflei,  or  ? ^ 
Hiflelew  - 3 ^ 

Eiffeberie 

- Afhbury 

Elentone 

- Elynton,  in  Cookham 

Hingepenne  - - Inkpen 

Elinge 

C Elyng,  in  Hampfted- 
l Norris 

__  . „ t Oakfield,  in  Stratfield- 

Hocfelle  - -<  . 

1 Mortimer 

Elleorde 

- Aldworth 

Hodicote  - » Hodcot  in  Weft-llfley 

Hurterige  - - Hartridge 

Engelfelle,  or  Inglefelle  Englefield 

Efeldeborne  - 

f Shaldbourn,  or  Shaw- 
1 bourn 

Ingheflote,  cr  Inglefol  Hungerford 
Lachinges  - - Lockinge 

Eflages 

- Shaw 

Lamborne  - - Lamborn 

Eftone 

- Afton-Tirold 

T n * f Lekhampfted,  in 

■Lecaneltede  - - i .-u  , 

L Uneveley 

Eftralei 

' Streatly 

Etingedone 

Etone 

- Yatendon 

- Eaton-Haftings 

Ledecumbe,  or  Leden-  i 
cumb  - | Letcombe 

Faleflei,  or  Farellei 

- Fawley 

Leie  - - Beflils-Leigh 

Ferendone 

- Faringdon 

Lewartone  - » Leverton,  in  Hungerford 

Fermeberge 

- Farnborough 

Lierecote,  in  the  hundred  of  Gamesfel,  or  Ganfield 

Finchameftede 

- Finchampfted 

Linford  - - Lyford,  in  Hanney 

Fivehide 

- Fyfield 

Lolindone  *,  in  the  hundred  of  Eletesford 

Follefcote 

C Fowlefcot,  in  South- 

Lonchelei,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading 

\ Morton 

Losfelle,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere 

Frieliford 

- Frilford,  in  Marcham 

Merceham  - - Marcham 

Frileiham 

- Friliham 

Middletune  - - Milton 

pEaft  and  Weft-Ginge  in 

Migeham  - - Midgham,  in  Thatcham 

Gainz 

•{  Lockinge  and  Weft. 
L Hendred 

,,  l North  and  South-More- 

Mortune  - - S 

t ton 

a 


* On  the  downs  between  Cholfey  and  Aldworth  is  a clump  of  trees,  called  Lollingdon  clump,  and 
farm  of  the  fame  name. 
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Nacfrededorne  * 

>T.n  i Knighton,  in  Compton- 

Nuteton  - ■■  s t>  i 

L Beauchamp 

Niwetune  - - Newington,  in  Buckland 

Offelle,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading 

Gffentone  - - Uffington 

Offetune  - - Ufton 

Ollavintone  - - Woolhampton 

Olvelai  - - Woolley,  in  Chaddleworth 

Olvricetone  - - Woolfton,  in  Uffington 


Soleham 
Soninges 
Soningtwell 
Soteffiroc 
Sotwell 
Spone 
Sperfolt 
Stanforde 
worde 
Stivetune 


and 
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~ Sulharr. 

* - Sunning 

” - Sunningwell 

- Shotteffirook 

• - Sotwell,  or  Satweli 

- Spene 

- - Sperffiolt 

Stan-  r Stanford  in  the  Vale,  and 
l Stanford -Dineley 
- - Steventon 


Optone 

- Upton,  in  Blewbury 

Stradfeld 

- Stratfield  Mortimer  • 

Ordegefton 

- Odftone,  in  Affibury 

Taceham 

- - Thatcham 

Ordia 

f Longworth,  and  Little- 

Tobenie 

- - Tubney 

I worth  in  Faringdon 

Uluritone 

- - Newbury 

Ortone,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere 

Wachenesfield 

Walingeford 

f- Watchfield,  in  Shriven- 

Pandeborne,  or  Pan’ge 
borne 

Pangborn 

( ham 

- - Wallingford 

Peife,  or  Pcfei  - 

- Pufey 

Waliford 

- Welford 

Peteorde 

- Padworth 

Walfinge 

- - Wafing 

Porlei 

- Purley 

Wanetinz 

- - Wantage 

Praxmere,  probably 

Peafemore 

Wareford 

- Garford,  in  Marchani 

Radinges,  or  Redingi 

es  Reading 

Warwelt 

- - Warfield 

Rameham 

- Remenham 

Watcumbe 

C Watcombe,  in  Great 

Sanford 

- Sandford 

{.  Shefford 

Selingefell,  in  the  hundred  of  Cerledone 

Wenesfelle 

- Winkfield 

Serengeford 

- Shillingford 

Weregrave 

- Wargrave 

Seriveham 

- Shrivenham 

Weftun 

- Wefton,  in  Welford 

Sevacoorde 

- Seacourt,  near  Witham 

Wibalditone,  in 

the  hundred  of  Blitberie 

Sewelle,  fuppofed  to  be  Sulhamfted 

Wille 

- Wild,  inHampfted-Norris 

Siford 

f Great  and  Little  Shef- 

Windefores 

- - Windfor 

t ford 

Winteham 

- - Witham 

Sipene 

- Shipton,  near  Abingdon 

Wintreburne 

- - Winterbourn 

Soanesfelt 

- Shinfield 

Wifelei 

- Whiftley,  in  Hurft 

Sogoorde 

fSugworth,  in  Sunning- 

Witeham 

- Wittenham 

1 well 

Witelei 

- Whitley,  near  Reading. 

Solafel 

- Swallowfield 

Arberfield,  Afhampfted,  Didcot,  Eaft  Garfton,  Hurft,  Radley,  Rufcombe,  Sand- 
hurft,  Sandleford,  Sunninghill,  Tidmarfh,  Tylehurft,  Weft  Woodhay,  Wokingham, 

* This  place  is  defcribed  as  having  a church,  and  it  gave  name  to  the  hundred  ; there  is  no  town  or 
village  at  all  refembling  it  in  name,  in  either  of  the  modern  hundreds  of  Compton  or  Faircrofs.  Dr. 
Beke  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  Market- Ilfley,  as  being  the  moll  confiderable  place  within  that  dif- 
tri£t.  It  is  certain  that  the  name  mull  have  undergone  an  entire  change,  unlefs  it  was  fome  place 
which  has  been  quite  depopulated,  and  of  which  every  memorial  has  been  loft. 

Vol.  I.  Z 
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and  feveral  confiderable  hamlets  and  manors,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  furvey ; 
nor  are  the  parifhes  of  Binfield,  Peafemore,  Ilatford,  and  the  Sulhamfteds,  unlefs 
they  are  meant  to  be  defcribed  under  the  names  of  Bras,  Praxmere,  Hevaford,  and 
Sewelie. 

Ecclefajlical  Divifon  of  Berkfire. 

This  county,  which  lies  within  the  diocefe  of  Salifbury,  is  fubjefl  to  an  arch- 
deacon, whofe  jurifdidlion  is  co-extenfive  with  the  county,  and  is  divided  into  four 
deaneries,  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Reading,  and  Wallingford.  Cardinal  Wolfey’s 
lift,  quoted  by  Camden,  makes  the  number  of  parifhes  140.  The  prefent  number 
is  14S.  This  number  includes  feven  parifhes,  which  have  parochial  chapels  fubjedl 
to  other  churches,  two,  (Tubney  and  All  Saints,  in  Wallingford,)  whofe  churches 
have  been  deftroyed,  and  the  three  new  pari  flies  of  North  and  South  Hinkfey  and 
Wotton.  There  are  24  chapels  of  eafe.  Several  others  have  been  deftroyed, 
among  which  are  thofe  of  Bay  worth,  Earley,  near  Reading,  Eaftbury,  Farlow, 
Kennington,  Upper  Lamborn,  Langley,  Ounham,  North  and  South  Standen,  and 
Watchfield.  The  benefices  of  White-Waltham  and  Shottefbrook  were  confolidated 
in  1744.  Of  the  148  parifhes,  67  are  vicarages,  and  a few  others  donatives.  The 
great  tythes  of  almoft  the  whole  of  thefe  were  appropriated  to  religious  houfes,  and 
nearly  40  of  them  are  now  in  lay  hands. 

Monajlerles , Colleges , and  Hofpitals. 

The  Benedictine  monks  had  two  great  abbies  in  this  county,  Abingdon  and 
Reading,  the  abbots  of  which  were  mitred  ; a priory  at  Sandleford,  near  Newbury, 
and  cells  at  Hurley  and  Wallingford.  The  Benedictine  nuns  had  a priory  at  Brorn- 
hale,  in  Windfor  foreft.  The  Auftin  canons  had  priories  at  Bifhamr,  and  at 
Poghley  in  Chaddleworth.  The  Ciftercians  had  a cell  at  Faringdon.  The  Knights 
Hoipitallers  had  preceptories  at  Bifhani  and  Brimpton.  At  Steventon  was  an  alien 
priory,  fubjedt  to  the  abbey  of  Bee,  in  Normandy.  Ancient  records  and  hiftorians 
fpeak  of  monafteries  at  Bradfield,  Cholfey,  Reading,  and  Helenftow,  in  Abingdon, 
which  were  deftroyed  before  the  eonqueft.  At  Shottefbrook  and  Wallingford  were 
colleges,  both  fupprefled  at  the  diflblution.  The  Royal  Chapel  of  St.  George,  at 
Windfor,  full  remains  collegiate.  At  Abingdon  two  ancient  hofpitals  ftill  exift  j 
one  of  them  was  refounded  in  1533,  and  the  name  altered  from  St.  Helen’s  to 
Chrift’s  Church.  There  are  ancient  hofpitals  ftill  remaining  alfo  at  Donnington, 

1 When  this  monaftery  was  refounded  by  king  Hen.  VIII.  it  was  replenithed  with  Benediftine 
monks,  under  an  abbot,  who  was  mitred  ; but  this  eftablifhment  was  of  very  fhort  duration. 
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Newbury,  and  Lamborn  : two  hofpitals  at  Reading,  and  one  at  Wallingford,  were 
fupprefied  and  deftroyed  before  the  Reformation.  There  were  hofpitals  alfo  at 
Hungerford  and  Fyfield,  which  have  been  long  fince  deftroyed. 

Market  and  Borough  Towns. 

This  county  has  no  city ; Abingdon  and  Reading  are  the  county  towns.  The 
Lent  Affizes,  and  the  Epiphany  Seftions,  are  held  at  Reading ; and  the  Summer 
Aflizes  and  Hilary  Seftions  at  Abingdon ; the  Michaelmas  Seftions  either  at  Ab- 
ingdon or  Reading,  as  the  magiftrates  {hall  determine  ; the  Eafter  Seftions  are  held 
at  Newbury. 

There  are  four  parliamentary  boroughs  in  this  county ; Abingdon,  Reading, 
Wallingford,  and  Windfor.  Abingdon  returns  only  one,  the  others  two  members 
each.  The  county  returns  two  members.  Newbury  is  an  ancient  borough,  and 
in  the  reign  of  Edw.  I.  made  a return  of  burgefles  to  parliament s.  Thatcham  is 
defcribed  in  ancient  records  as  a borough,  but  never  made  any  return  of  bur- 
gefles ft 

The  prefent  number  of  market-towns  in  this  county  is  twelve ; Abingdon, 
Reading,  Newbury,  Windfor,  Wallingford,  Maidenhead,  Wokingham,  Faringdon, 
Hungerford,  Eaft  llfley,  Lamborn,  and  Wantage.  The  firft  feven  of  thefe  are 
incorporated.  Abingdon,  Reading,  Newbury,  Wallingford,  and  Windfor,  have 
great  corn-markets : Newbury,  Reading,  Abingdon,  Wallingford,  and  Windfor, 
export  great  quantities  of  flour,  barley,  and  malt  to  London.  At  Newbury  the  old 
cuftom  of  pitching  the  corn  in  open  market  is  ftill  kept  up,  and  the  farmers  deal 
for  ready  money u.  llfley  is  a very  great  market  for  lean  fheep  ; it  is  faid  that  there 
have  been  inftances  of  a fale  of  20,000  on  a market  day ; the  annual  average  is 
faid  to  be  not  lefs  than  250,000 w.  Wokingham  market  is  remarkable  for  its 
abundant  fupply  of  poultry,  bought  up  by  higlers  for  the  confumption  of  the  me- 
tropolis. Faringdon  and  Abingdon  have  great  horfe  fairs ; Lamborn  a great  fair 
for  heifers  in  calf,  colts,  &c.  Four  thoufand  fwine,  for  the  London  and  Oxford 
markets,  are  faid  to  be  flaughtered  annually  at  Faringdon,  between  the  beginning 
of  November  and  April  ft 

Balking  (a  hamlet  of  Uffington),  Bafilden,  Catmere,  Cookham,  Eaft  Hendred, 
Hinton,  Kentbury,  Shrivenham,  Speen,  Stanford  in  the  Vale,  Thatcham,  War- 
grave,  Weft  Woodhay,  and  Yatendon,  had  formerly  markets,  all  of  which  have 
been  long  ago  difcontinued.  The  market  at  Cookham  is  mentioned  in  the  furvey 

J Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria.  ' Ibid,  u Pearce’s  Agricultural  Survey  of  Berkfliire. 

w Ibid.  x Ibid. 
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of  Domefday  : the  charters  for  the  others  are  to  be  found  among  the  records  in  the 
Tower. 


Population. 

It  appears  by  fome  obfervations  on  the  ancient  population  of  this  county,  (com- 
municated by  Dr.  Beke,  Profeffor  of  Modern  Hiftory  at  Oxford,)  that,  at  the  time 
of  the  Norman  furvey,  it  amounted  to  between  40,000  and  45,000  fouls  ; and  he 
fuppofes,  that,  in  1377,  the  number  was  nearly  the  fame;  for,  in  that  year,  the 
heads  taxed  were  22,723,  exclufive  of  paupers,  children,  and  the  clergy ; but  both 
thefe  periods,  he  obferves,  were  not  many  years  after  events  of  the  moll  deftruftive 
nature ; for  “ Every  page  of  the  Domefday  furvey  indicates  the  defolation  caufed 
by  the  Norman  invafion  ; and  the  pellilence  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  III.  appears,  on 
credible  evidence,  to  have  carried  off  one-third  of  the  people.”  In  1700  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  this  county  is  faid  to  have  been  about  75,000.  The  number  of 
inhabited  houfcs  in  Berklhire,  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  then  made  to  Par- 
liament under  the  Population  Aft,  was  20,573,  °f  uninhabited  houfes  622,  and  of 
inhabitants  109,215:  of  thefe  52,821  were  males,  and  56,394  females : 38,155 
were  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  and  16,921  in  trades,  manufaftures,  or 
handicraft. 

The  following  account  of  the  numbers  of  houfes,  families,  and  perfons,  is  taken 
from  the  above-mentioned  return,  and  arranged  alphabetically : 


Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Perfons. 

Abingdon  - 

- 

867 

22 

*°37 

4 35$  ' 

Barton  1 Townflups  t 

- 

I 

O 

I 

13, 

Norcot  °f  \ 

- 

14 

I 

14 

69 

Shippon  \ Abingdon  f 

- 

29 

O 

29 

121S 

Aldermaiton  ... 

- 

132 

O 

142 

672 

Aldworth  - 

- 

5° 

4 

50 

273 

Appleto-n  - 

■ - 

65 

3 

87 

34* 

Arborfitld  - 

- 

29 

2 

42 

171 

Ardington  - 

65 

2 

65  > 

344 

Afhampfted  - - 

- 

58 

I 

7° 

3H 

Afhbury  - 

- 

122 

O 

142 

654 

Afton  Tirold  - 

- 

60 

2 

60 

294.; 

Avington  - 

- 

13 

O 

13 

57 

Bark'nam  - - - > - 

- 

37 

4 

39 

185- 

Bafilden  - 

. - 

127 

5 

*35 

623 

Beech-hill  lTyt,linS  in  the  Pari{h| 
3 of  Stratfield  Saye  *3 

- 

35 

2 

35 

184 

* Stratfield  Saye  itfelf  is  in  Hampfflire. 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Perfons. 

Beedon 

• 

• 

62 

I 

62 

303 

Beenham 

- 

- 

70 

2 

73 

38l 

Befils  Legh 

- 

- 

19 

O 

20 

99 

Binfield 

- 

- 

J50 

8 

CO 

M 

808 

Bilham 

- 

- 

- 86 

0 

114 

596 

Blewbury 

- 

- 

- 

120 

4 

120 

553 

Afton-Upthorpe 

1 in  the  Parilh  of  f 

- 

37 

2 

39 

196 

. — Upton 

3 Blewbury  i 

- 

47 

4 

57 

217 

Boxford 

• 

- 

37 

1 

59 

293 

Weftbrook  (in  Boxford) 

23 

0 

28 

I23 

Bradfield 

-■ 

l S3 

6 

*53 

678 

Bray 

- 

$°6 

21 

526 

2403 

Bright-waltham 

- 

78 

0 

80 

420 

Brightwell 

- 

IOX 

5 

1 10 

49 1 

Brimpton 

- 

84 

1 

88  . 

33° 

Buckland 

- 

- 

128 

1 

*53 

690 

Carfwell  (in  Buckland) 

8 

1 

9 

37 

Bucklebury 

. 

- 

215 

3 

223 

1122 

Burghfield 

- 

- 

J3° 

2 

146 

738 

Bufcot 

- 

' 

IS 

2 

83 

409 

Chaddleworth 

- 

- 

- 

61 

1 

77 

385 

Cheveley 

- 

- 

170 

1 

171 

735 

Leckhampftead  | 

Winterbourne  J 

Ty things  of  Cheveley 

{ 

43 

64 

1 

0 

68 

66 

330 

• 357 

Childrey 

- 

- 

- 

81 

3 

84 

402 

Chilton 

- 

- 

48 

2 

48 

244 

Cholfey 

- 

- 

161 

6 

161 

814 

■ Moulsford  (in  Cholfey) 

- 

32 

1 

36 

152 

Clewer 

- 

- 

- 

1 91 

4 

212 

1007 

Colefhill 

- 

- 

51 

0 

69 

261 

Compton 

, 

- 

- 

97 

2 

102 

488 

Compton-Beauchamp 

- 1 

- 

23 

0 

23 

1 19 

Cookham 

- 

- 

- 

325 

9 

3+6 

2239 

Great  Coxwell 

■- 

- 

- 

43 

4 

59 

241 

Cumner 

. 

63 

0 

91 

- 406 

« Botley 

18 

2 

18 

68 

Bradley 

1 

0 

1 

7 

Chawley 

Chilfwell 

>in  the  Parilh  of  Cumner< 

13 

T 

0 

0 

*3 

1 

72 

7 

Hill-end 

13 

0 

18 

64 

Stroud  _ 

'■v 

1 1 

0 

12 

64 

Denchworth 

- 

- 

33 

0 

44 

229 

Drayton 

- 

- 

90 

3 

90 

4S4 

Dudcot 

9 

* **’ 

o . 

34 

0 

38 

1S1 

Eaton 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 


Eaton-Haftings 

Enborne  .... 

Englefield  - - 

Faringdon  - - 

• Little  Coxwell  -j  • 

Liltlewo  tl  7 l n ^ar'^1  Faringdon 

and  Thorpe  J J 
Farnborough  .... 

Favvley  - - - 

Finchampftead  .... 

Frihham  » - 

Fyfield 

Eaft  Garfton  - 

Goofey  - - 

Grampound  Townfliip  * - 

Eaft  Hagbourn  - - - 

Weft  Hagbourn  (in  the  Parifh  of  Eaft  Hagbourn) 

Eaft  Hampfted  - . 

Hampfted-Marfhall  ... 

Hampfted-Norris  ... 

Weft  Hanney  - - - 


Eaft  Hanney7 
Lyford  j 


m 


the  Parifti  of  Weft  Hanney 


Harwell 
Hatford 
Eaft  Hendred 
Weft  Hendred 
North  Hinkfey 
South  Hinkfey 
Hinton 
Hungerfordf 
Hurley 

Hurft  J,  Newland  liberty 

Whiftley  liberty 

Winnerlh  liberty 

Eaft  Ilfley 


22 

46 

62 

3°4 

42 

7 

'32 

4? 

25 

83 

42 

67 

hi 

21 

36 

102 

39 

87 

49 

168 

70 

112 

24 
122 

19 

115 
62 

25 

36 

54 
3 S3 
170 

55 

116 
64 

1 12 


linhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Pei  funs. 

J 

20 

13  7 

4 

58 

2 75 

0 

lip 

336 

5 

38* 

1691 

1 

51 

225 

0 

7 

48 

0 

34 

189 

CT 

43 

213 

2 ' 

38 

186 

r 

96 

463 

3 

42 

CO 

5 

82 

3*5 

2 

128 

609 

0 

27 

*39 

1 

42 

172 

2 

112 

499 

1 

38 

196 

4 

1 14 

566 

0 

67 

271 

5 

173 

855 

4 

74 

33o  ~ 

0 

”5 

535 

0 

30 

124 

0 

141 

671 

0 

*9 

114 

5 

155 

683 

5 

63 

309 

0 

3'o 

hi 

2 

40 

162 

1 

54 

275 

l5 

402 

1987 

0 - 

179 

9*5 

0 

63 

25S 

4 

117 

616 

5 

82 

329 

2 

*35 

5*2 

* The  Berklhire  part  of  the  fuburbs  of  Oxford,  lying  within  the  parifh  of  St.  Aldate’s  in  that 
city. 

f Part  of  the  parifh  of  Hungerford  (not  included  in  the  above  return)  is  in  Wiltfhire,  containing 
55  inhabited  and  one  uninhabited  houfe,  57  families  and  305  inhabitants. 

J The  liberty  of  Broad  Hinton,  which  is  in  this  parifh,  lies  in  Wiltfhir-e;  it  contained,  in  1801,  75 
inhabited  houfes,  the  fame  number  of  families,  one  uninhabited  houfe,  and  406  perfons  not  included 
in  the  above  return. 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 


Uninhabited 

Houles. 


Families. 


Peifons, 


Weft  Ilfley 

Inkpen 

Kentbury 

Kingfton-Bagpuze 

JLamborn 

— Upper  Lamborn 

Blagrave 

Eaftbury  and 


l 


in  the  Parifti  of  Lamborn 


Bockhampton 
Langford  - 

Little  Faringdon  (in  the  Parifti  of  Langford) 

Letcombe-Baffet  - - - 

Letcombe-Regis  - - 

Eaft  Challow 

Weft  Challow  ^ 


l 


in  the  Parifti  of  Letcombe-Regis 
r .}  in  the  Parifti  of  Longworth  { 


Eaft  Lockinge 
Longworth 

— Charney 

Draycot-Moor 

Marcham  ... 

Frilford  ")  . f 

Garford  i Camlets  of  Marcham  -j 

Maidenhead  (in  the  Parilhes  of  Cookham  and  Bray*) 
Milton  - 

North  Moreton 
South  Moreton 

Newbury  - - - 

Fadworth  - 

Pangbourn  - 

Peafemore  - 

Purley  - 

Pufey  - 

Radley  - 

Thorpe-wick  (in  Radley) 

Kennington  (in  Radley  and  Sunningwell) 

Reading  (Parifti  of  St.  Giles) 

Whitley  (in  the  Parifti  of  St.  Giles) 

Parifti  of  St.  Lawrence 

-• Parifti  of  St.  Mary  - V. 

Remenham  - 

Rufcomb  - - 

Sandhurll  - - - 


48 

127 

282 

56 

i97 

64 

65 

79 

79 

23 

45 

95 

53 

27 

57 
79 
40 
20 

144 
2 3 
37 

66 

55 

72 

93i 

44 

78 

54 
27 

16 

46 

3 

17 

651 

4 
561 

539 

56 
27 
34 


0 

63 

7 

127 

8 

332 

1 

63 

3 

220 

0 

75 

2 

72 

1 

83 

i' 

85 

ir 

27 

0 

45 

1 

98 

2 

55 

0 

27 

2 

59 

0 

85 

1 

43 

1 

27 

0 

144 

2 

31 

1 

40 

4 

179 

0 

66 

2 

64 

3 

74 

34 

971 

0 

48 

2 

131 

0 

56 

1 

27 

2 

16 

0 

78 

0 

4 

2 

21 

XO 

7 69 

0. 

4 

*3 

706 

9 

660 

2 

66 

0 

37 

2 

43 

34i 

590 

143° 

280 

964 

346 

337 

398 

356 

l3l 

230 

394 

229 

185 
245 
401 
216 
141 
607 
1 48 
183 
949 
3 10 
282 
320 
4275 
218 

593 

266 

153 

65 

368 

25 

86 

3416 

28 

3170 

3i56 

299. 

170 

222 


* The  houfes  and  inhabitants  in  Maidenhead,  feem  to  have  been  included  alfo  in  the  returns  of  the 
refpedive  parifhes  of  Cookham  and  Bray. 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Perfonj. 

Sandleford  ... 

3 

O 

3 

18 

Satwell 

25 

3 

30 

68 

Seacourt,  extra-parochial 

7 

0 

7 

3® 

Shalbourn  * 

92 

0 

109 

502 

Shaw  and  Donnington  - 

96. 

5 

IOI 

424 

Eaft  Shefford 

9 

0 

16 

7° 

Weft  Shefford 

88 

2 

90 

422 

Shillingford  . 

53 

1 

65 

253 

Siiilton  - 

40 

0 

56 

253 

Shin  field  -(-  - 

96 

4 

100 

462 

Hartley-Dummer  (in  Shinfield) 

45 

1 

5i 

252 

Shottefbrooh- 

17 

0 

20 

94 

Shrivenham  - 

1 12 

0 

127 

6i  1 

Bourton  ~)  | 

r 52 

0 

53 

2 57 

Fearnham  1 

26 

I 

34 

158 

36S 

Longcot  ^ *n  t^ie  Par*^  Shrivenham  < 

l 6S 

2 

75 

Watchfield  j | 

L 57 

1 

61 

3°5 

Speen  - - - 

71 

0 

7i 

408 

Benham  T • , f 

42 

1 

55 

256 

0 1 1 j (in  the  parifli  1 

opeenhamland  J-  r 0 r -5 

140 

7 

148 

712 

Wood  Speen  and  Bagnor  J 0 ^Peen  £ 

79 

10 

91 

371 

Sparfliolt  - 

4 

87 

410 

Kingfton-Lifle,  and  Farlow  (townfhips  of  Sparfholt)  34 

0 

49 

261 

Stanford  in  the  Vale, 

124 

5 

132 

607 

Stanford-Dingley 

28 

3 

28 

133 

Steventon  - 

IOI 

8 

130 

537 

Stratfield-Mortimer 

- 12S 

4 

13 1 

694 

Streatley  - 

106 

3 

106 

556 

Sulham  ... 

19 

1 

23 

118 

Sulhamfted- Abbots 

51 

2 

66 

305 

Griefley  liberty  (in  Sulhamfted  Abbots) 

i7 

1 

20 

87 

Sulhamfted  Bannifter 

46 

1 

64 

259 

Sunning,  including  Woodley 

*87 

4 

228 

111J 

Early  liberty  1 in  the  parifh  f 

73 

2 

78 

43  <5 

Sandford  3 of  Sunning  \ 

23 

1 

27 

122 

Sunninghill  ... 

138 

20 

155 

0 

0 

Sunningwell 

34 

0 

39 

197 

Sutton-Courtney 

141 

1 

166 

874 

Sutton-Wick^  Townfhips  of  f 

3 6 

1 

39 

198 

• Appleford  j"  Sutton  Courtney  l 

3*5 

2 

37 

200 

* Part  of  this  parifh,  not  included  in  the  above  return,  containing  52  houfes, 

58  families, 

and  272 

perfons,  lies  in  Wiltfhire. 

f Part  of  this  parifh,  not  included  in  the  above  return,  containing  28  inhabited,  and  one  unin- 
habited houfe,  30  families,  and  155  inhabitants,  lies  in  the  county  of  Wilts. 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houles. 

Families. 

Perfons, 

Swallowfield 

vO 

^5 

4 

" 1 

-S*  1 

890 

Thatcham  ' » 

- 

407 

17 

4r9 

1995 

Greenham  7 in  the  Parifh  of  f 

- 

132 

3 

135 

633 

Midgham  J Thatcham  1 

. 

45 

0 

58 

34° 

Tidmarfh 

- 

24 

3 

27 

i34 

• Tubney  4 

- 

13 

0 

1 3 

79 

Tylehurfl  * - 

- 

254 

8 

262 

1353 

Uffington 

- 

76 

6 

109 

432 

Balking  7 in  the  Parifh  of  f 

- 

0 

32 

!73 

Woolfton  1 Uffington  1 

- 

33 

0 

57 

208 

Ufton 

- 

53 

0 

67 

334 

Wallingford,  Parifh  of  All  Saints 

17 

0 

18 

80 

Clapcote,  in  the  Parifh  of  All  Saints 

8 

0 

8 

55 

Parifh  of  St.  Mary  the  More 

- ■ 

154 

. 3 

184 

721 

Parifh  of  St.  Peter 

- 

75 

1 * 

So 

396 

Wallingford  Caflle,  extra-parochial 

- 

3 

0 

3 

14 

Laurence  Waltham  • 

hi 

'7 

116 

572 

White  Waltham 

- . 

ll5 

6 

n6 

55  2 

Wantage 

- 

473 

16 

493 

2 339 

— Charlton  “i  Hamlets  r 

- 

46 

2 

5^ 

247 

— * Grove  > of  -j 

93 

2 

95 

397 

— Weft  Lockinge  J Wantage  t 

- 

I4 

0 

' H 

60 

Warfield 

158 

2 

161 

820 

Wargrave 

- 

222 

3 

276 

ii34 

Waling 

- 

9 

0 

18 

102 

Welford 

• 

170 

4 

J93 

866 

Old  Windfor 

- 

118 

6 

132 

669 

New  Windfor  f 

- 

3°7 

' 33 

580 

3122 

Didworth,  a Hamlet  of  Windfor 

- 

13 

0 

75 

Windfor  Caftle 

- 

0 

0 

0 

239 

Winkfield  - 

- 

238 

9 

293 

1465 

Witham 

- 

40 

0 

58 

246 

Little  Wittenham 

23 

2 

25 

i34  * 

Long  Wittenham 

- 

94 

0 

116 

45i 

Wokingham  Town 

* 

280 

18 

3H 

1380 

Wokingham  Parifh  (exclufive  of  the  Town) 

- 

136  ■ 

4 

144 

647 

Weft  Woodhay 

- 

22 

2 

29 

109 

Woolhampton  - 

- 

43 

0 

60 

322 

Wotton  - - 

- 

43 

0 

48 

236 

Yattendon 

- 

52 

1 

52 

253 

The  parifh  of  Catmere,  which  is  omitted 

in  the  parliamentary  report,  contains 

13  houfes  ; 

and  69 

inhabitants ; eleven  of  the  houfes,  containing 

45  inhabitants,  are  in 

the  hamlet  of  Lilly. 

* This  parifh,  in  1783,  contained  only  206  houfes  and  1058  perfons. 

f Exclufive  of  that  part  of  the  town  which  lies  within  the  parifh  of  Clewer,  and  is  ftated  in  the  re- 
port to  contain  168  inhabited,  and  3 uninhabited  houfes,  226  families,  and  688  inhabitants. 
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Principal  Land  Owners  of  the  County , at  various  Periods,  and  principal  extinB 

Families. 

When  the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  46  manors,  in  this  county,  were 
veiled  in  the  Crown.  Berklhire  has  always  been  a favourite  royal  refidence.  The 
Saxon  monarchs  had  palaces  at  Abingdon,  Faringdon,  Wantage,  and  Old  Windfor. 
King  Henry  I.  in  the  year  mo,  removed  his  court  from  Old  to  New  Windfor, 
which  has  ever  fince  continued  to  be  one  of  the  chief  royal  palaces,  and  is  the  prin- 
cipal fummer  refidence  of  our  prefent  gracious  Sovereign ; who,  befides  the  princely 
domain  of  Windfor  foreft,  retains  in  his  own  hands  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
manors,  and  the  adjoining  hundreds  of  Bray,  Cookham,  Beynhurft,  and  Rip- 
plefmere. 

At  the  time  of  the  Domefday  furvey,  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon  had 
3 1 manors  in  Berklhire,  which  they  kept  in  their  own  hands,  befides  feveral  others, 
of  which  they  had  the  fee.  The  greateft  lay-proprietor  was  Henry  de  Ferrars,  Earl 
of  Derby,  anceflor  of  the  noble  family  of  Ferrars  of  Chartley,  who  had  22  manors ; 
William  Fitz-Anfculf,  anceftor  of  the  Paganels,  had  1 2 manors ; the  Earl  of  Evreux 
had  nine  manors ; Gilbert  de  Bretville,  Walter  Fitz-Other,  anceftor  of  the  Windfors, 
Geffrey  de  Mandeville,  and  Ralph  de  Mortimer,  had  fix  manors  each ; Robert 
D’oiley,  five  j Hafcoit  Mufard,  Roger  de  Iveri,  Humphrey  Vis  de  Lou,  Turftan 
Fitz-Rolf,  and  Theodoric,  the  King’s  goldfmith,  four  each ; Gilbert,  brother  of 
Anfculf,  William  de  Ow,  William  Lovet,  and  William,  brother  of  Corbucion, 
three  each.  No  other  perfon  had  more  than  two. 

Very  few  of  thefe  eftates  continued  long  in  the  fame  families  which  pofiefled 
them  at  the  time  of  the  furvey.  The  Windfors  retained  the  manor  of  Hagbourn 
for  three  centuries,  but  the  reft  of  their  eftates  had  long  before  pafled  into  other 
hands.  The  Mortimers  held  Stratfield-Mortimei',  and  fome  other  manors  in  this 
county,  for  feveral  generations.  Fitz-Anfculf’s  eftates  defcended  from  the  Paganels 
to  the  baronial  family  of  Somery,  and  eventually  became  divided  among  co-heirs. 
The  Mufards  pofiefled  their  eftates  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third.  After  the 
foundation  of  Reading  abbey,  that  monaftery  became  pofiefled  of  feveral  manors  in 
this  county. 

Between  the  periods  of  the  Norman  Conqueft  and  the  Reformation,  few  inftances 
occur  of  lay  families,  whofe  landed  property  in  Berklhire  was  very  extenfive. 
Among  thofe  whofe  eftates  were  molt  confiderable  may  be  reckoned  the  Achards, 
whofe  name  firft  occurs  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.j  the  Fitz-Warrens,  who  became 
pofiefled  of  property  in  this  county  in  the  reign  of  King  John ; the  De  la  Beches, 
and  their  heirs  and  fuccefiors  the  Langfords,  who  became  extinct  in  the  reign  of 
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King  Henry  VIII.  j the  families  of  Norris  and  Befils;  the  De  ia  Poles,  who 
fucceeded  to  large  eftates  by  a match  with  the  heirefs  of  Thomas  Chaucer,  fon  of 
the  poet,  who  feems  to  have  poffeffed  them  in  right  of  his  wife,  an  he  refs  of  the 
Burgherfts  ; the  family  of  Effex,  and  the  Winchcombes.  All  thefe  families  are  long 
fince  extinft  in  the  male  line,  and  moil  of  their  lands  alienated.  The  eftates  of  the 
Achards  palled,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  Delamares  and  Forfters ; thofe  of  the  Pitz- 
Warrens  to  the  Bourchiers.  Some  of  the  eftates  of  the  Norris  family  are  ftih  in  th  e 
poffeffion  of  their  reprefentatives,  the  Berties : thofe  of  the  Befils  family  paf-Wd,  by 
a female  heir,  to  the  Fettiplaces,  who  became  very  numerous,  and  had  ex:en:ivo 
landed  property  in  this  county,  a fmall  part  of  which,  confiding  principally  of  a 
manor  in  Childrey,  which  they  poffeffed  long  before  their  match  with  the  heirefs  of 
Befils,  (as  early  as  the  reign  of  King  John,)  is  now  the  property  of  Charles  Fetch 
place  efq.  their  reprefentatrve  in  the  female  line.  His  father,  Robert  Bulhell  efq.  af- 
fumed  the  name,  on  the  death  of  Sir  George  Fettiplace  bart.  the  laft  heir  male  in  : 4 3 , 
The  families  of  Effex  and  Winchcombe  acquired  large  property  in  this  county,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  The  eftates  of  the  former  family  (now  extinfl)  were  parte- 
inherited  from  the  family  of  Rogers,  of  Benham,  and  partly  acquired  by  purcm 
and  grant.  The  founder  of  the  Winchcombe  family  was  the  celebrated  clothier, 
John  Smallwood,  alias  Winchcombe,  commonly  called  jack  of  Newbury,  famous 
for  his  opulence  and  patriotifm : Henry  Winchcombe,  his  defcendant,  was  created  a 
baronet  by  King  Charles  II.  both  the  title  and  family  are  extintt  : their  eftates  paffed 
by  marriage  to  the  Packers,  who  were  of  Shillingford,  early  in  the  17th  century, 
and  from  them,  by  another  female  heir,  to  the  Hartleys,  who  are  now  the  reprefen- 
tatives of  both  families. 

Fuller  obferves,  in  his  quaint  language,  ce  that  the  lands  of  Berklhire  are  very 
fkittilh,  and  apt  to  call  their  owners which  he  imputes,  not  fo  much  to  the  un- 
rulinefs  of  the  hearts,  as  to  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  the  riders ; and  expreffes  a hearty 
wilh,  that  the  Berklhire  gentry  may  be  better  fettled  in  their  faddles,  fo  that  the 
fweet  places  in  this  county  might  not  be  fubject  to  fo  many  mutations.  This  au- 
thor’s remark  might  be  applied,  with  equal  propriety,  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  landed 
property  in  this  county.  There  are  but  few  large  eftates  which  have  continued 
many  generations  in  the  fame  family.  One  or  two  have  been  already  mentioned. 
The  eftates  of  the  Nevilles,  who  became  poffeffed  of  large  property  in  this  county, 
partly  by  marriage  with  the  Stavertons,  but  principally  by  grant  from  the  crown, 
foon  after  the  Reformation,  now  belong  to  their  reprefentative,  Lord  Braybrooke.  The 
large  eftates  of  the  Craven  family  have  been  in  their  poffeflion  nearly  two  centuries. 
The  families  of  Reade,  Head,  and  Southby,  of  whom  future  mention  will  be  made, 
have  poffeffed  eftates  in  Berklhire  for  fomewhat  more  than  two  centuries.  The 
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families  of  Englefield,  Eyfton,  and  Clarke,  for  a Hill  longer  period.  But  the 
principal  objeCt  of  the  prefent  head  is  to  treat  of  extintt  families,  or  fuch  as  are  no 
longer  connected  with  the  cbunty. 

John  Hungerford  efq.  who  died  without  iflue,  feifed  of  th'e  manor  of  Hungerford- 
Ingleford,  in  1729,  was  the  lalt  of  that- ancient  and  noble  family,  who  feems  to  have 
had  any  connection  with  this  county.  John  Peach  Hungerford  efq.  of  Dingley- 
Hall,  in  Northamptonlhire,  is  a lineal  defcendant  of  one  of  the  branches  of  this 
family.  The  Vachells,  of  Coley,  near  Reading,  who  are  mentioned  by  Fuller  as 
one  of  the  molt  ancient  families  in  the  county,  quitted  all  connection  with  it  in  the 
early  part  of  the  laft  century,  and  removed  into  Cambridgefhire.  The  family  of 
Pufey,  which  became  extinCt  in  the  male  line  by  the  death  of  Charles  Pufey  efq.  in 
1710,  are  faid  to  have  been  fettled  at  Pufey  before  the  Conquelt,  and  to  have  held 
that  eltate  by  cornage,  or  the  fervice  of  a horn,  under  a grant  of  King  Canute. 
Camden  and  Fuller  both  mention  this  circumltance  : the  latter  obferves,  that, 
though  perfons  of  regard,  none  of  the  name  appear  as  ftieriffs  of  the  county.  It 
may  be  obferved  alfo,  that  their  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  lift  of  gentry,  bear- 
ing date  1433  ; yet  it  is  certain,  that  the  family  wras  of  great  antiquity,  and  had 
been  fettled  at  Pufey  at  a very  early  period.  Henry  Pufey  uras  lord  of  a manor  in 
Pufey,  in  the  year  1316,  as  appears  by  the  Nomina  Villarum , in  the  Britilh  Mufeum y, 
being  the  only  record  of  a public  nature,  in  which  the  name  has  been  found  to 
occur ; but  there  are  family  deeds,  which  prove  that  the  anceftors  of  this  Henry 
Pufey  had  been  fettled  at  Pufey,  at  leaft  fix  generations  before  his  time  $ that  he 
himfelf  was  afterwards  a knight,  and  that  feveral  others  of  the  family  were  alfo  of 
equeftrian  rank z.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  the  eftate,  who  has  taken  the  ancient 
family  name,  is  the  honourable  Philip  Pufey,  uncle,  by  the  half  blood,  of  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Radnor,  who  became  poffefled  of  it  by  gift  of  the  two  nieces  of  the  laft 
Mr.  Pufey.  The  Wollafcots,  who  had  confiderable  eftates  at  Brimpton,  Wool- 
hampton,  &cc.  became  extinCt  not  many  years  ago : the  Earl  of  Fingal  married  the 
heirefs  of  that  family.  The  Pleydells,  who  had  eftates  at  Colelhill  and  Shrivenham, 
are  reprefented  by  the  earl  of  Radnor.  The  Blagraves,  of  Bulmarfh  and  Southcot, 
who  were  of  the  former  place  early  in  the  1 6th  century,  are  extinCt  in  the  male  line  : 
a daughter  of  the  laft  Mr.  Blagrave  is  now  the  wife  of  a gentleman  of  the  fame 
name,  John  Blagrave  efq.  of  Calcot,  whofe  family  had  been  fettled,  for  a con- 
fiderable time,  at  Watchfield,  in  Shrivenham.  The  Nelfons,  who  were  fettled  at 
Chaddlewonh  about  two  centuries  ago,  became  extinCt  in  1748  : they  are  reprefented, 
in  the  female  line,  by  Richard  Waiter  Nelfon  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor  of  the 

J No.  6281.  Harl.  MSS.  * See  a pedigree  of  the  family  of  Pufey,  in  the  Archeologia, 

vol.  XII.  p.  400. 
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eftate.  The  Lovedens,  who-came  out  of  Buckingham (hire,  and  are  mentioned  in 
the  lift  of  gentry  of  that  county,  A.  D.  1433,  became  extind  in  the  male  line,  by 
the  death  of  Edward  Loveden,  in  1713  : their  prefent  reprefentative  is  Edward 
Loveden  Loveden  efq.  of  Bufcot  Park.  The  Tippings,  who  fettled  at  Woolley 
park  in  1566,  became  extinct  in  1798.  The  Lenthalls,  who  have  poffeffed  Befds- 
. Legh  nearly  two  centuries,  ftill  retain  that  eftate,  but  have  no  refidencein  Berkfiiire. 
Captain  Pocock,  who  poffeffes  a manor  in  Hagbourn,  which  has  been  in  his  family 
nearly  two  centuries,  has  no  refidence  in  this  county.  The  family  of  Pocock  were 
very  numerous  in  Berkfttire,  and  are  to  be  met  with  in  records  of  the  15th  century. 
The  Archers,  who  fettled  at  Welford  about  the  year  1650,  became  extind  in  the 
male  line  by  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Archer,  in  1800.  The  Breedons,  who  fettled 
at  Bere-Court,  near  Pangbourn,  in  1671,  became  extind  in  the  male  line,  by  the 
death  of  the  late  John  Breedon,  M.  D. ; they  are  reprefented  by  the  prefent  proprietor 
of  Bere-Court,  who  has  taken  the  name. 

Ancient  and  Prefent  Nobility  of  Berkjhire,  including  ihofe  who  have  taken  their  Titles 
- from  Places  in  that  County. 

Camden  obferves,  that  the  county  of  Berks  had  given  title  to  no  man.  In  1620, 
not  long  after  the  date  of  this  obfervation,  Francis  Norris  was  created  Earl  of  Berk- 
fnire,  but,  dying  without  male  iffue,  the  title  very  foon  became  extind.  In  1625, 
Thomas  Howard  was  created  Earl  of  Berkfhire.  Henry  Bowes  Howard,  the  fourth 
Earl,  having  fucceeded  to  the  Earldom  of  Suffolk,  on  the  failure  of  male  iffue  in  an 
elder  branch  of  the  family,  the  titles  have  been  ever  fince  united.  James  Bertie, 
Lord  Norris,  was,  in  1682,  created  Earl  of  Abingdon  : the  title  is  now  enjoyed  by 
his  great  grandfon.  William  Lord  Knolles  was  created  Vifcount  Wallingford,  in 
1616.  This  title  is  ftill  nominally  enjoyed  with  the  Earldom  of  Banbury,  by  a 
defcendant,  whofe  claim  has  not  as  yet  been  recognized  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
Sir  William  Craven  was  created  Baron  Craven,  of  Hampfted-Marftiall,  in  1627,  and 
Vifcount  Craven,  of  UfHngton,  in  1664.  This  title  became  extind  at  his  death  ; 
but  the  barony,  purfuant  to  a patent  of  1665,  devolved  to  a collateral  branch  of 
the  family.  The  prefent  Lord  Craven  was,  i8oj,  created  Vifcount  UfHngton, 
and  Earl  of  Craven.  Nev.bury  gave  the  title  of  Baron  to  Charles  Fitzroy,  natural 
fon  of  King  Charles  II.  who  was  created  Duke  of  Southampton  in  1675.  Baron 
of  Oakingham  was  one  of  the  titles  of  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  when  he  was 
created  an  Englifih  Peer. 

The  following  perfons,  when  fummoned  to  parliament,  or  created  Peers,  were 
defcribed  as  of  places  in  this  county.  Thomas  St.  Amand,  Lord  St.  Amand,  of 
Woodhay,  1299;  Thomas  Weft,  who  married  his  daughter  and  heir,  Lord  St. 
Amand,  of  Woodhay,  1344  ; Nicholas  de  Carru,  Lord  Carru,  of  Moulsford,  1300; 
Vol.  I.  *Aa  3 Nicholas 
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Nicholas  Ue  la  Beche,  Lord  De  la  Beche,  ofAldvvorth,  1344;  Neville  Lovelace, 
Lord  Lovelace,  of  Harley,  1627;  Sirjacob  Aflley,  Baron  A ftley,  of  Reading,  1644; 
Lord  Bernard  Stuart,  Baron  Stuart,  of  Newbury,  and  Earl  of  Litchfield,  1644; 
William  Cadogan,  Baron  Cadogan,  of  Reading,  1716.  All  thefe  titles  are  extindt. 
Theprefent  Lord  Cadogan  is  Lord  Cadogan,  of  Oakley,  in  Buckinghamlhire,  under 
a patent  of  1718. 

Noblemen’s  Scats . 

The  prefent  feats  of  the  nobility  in  this  county  are,  Aflidown  Park,  the  Earl  of 
Craven’s;  Witham,  the  Earl  of  Abingdon’s;  Colefifiil,  the  Earl  of  Radnor’s,  in  the 
occupation  of  his  fon,  Lord  Vifcount  Folkftone;  Eaft-Hampfted  Park,  the  Marchionefs 
of  Downlhire’s;  White-Knights,  the  Marquis  of  Blandford’s;  and  Billingbere,  Lord 
Braybrooke’s ; Becket  Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  noble  family  of  Barrington,  is  about  to 
be  altered  and  enlarged  ; Benham  Place,  one  of  the  feats  of  the  late  Lord  Craven,  is, 
by  purchafe  from  her  fon,  the  property  of  his  relief,'  now  the  confort  of  his  Serene 
Idighnefs,  the  Margrave  of  Brandenburgh  Anfpach,  who  refides  there  in  the 
fummer  feafon.  There  are  no  remains  of  Hampfted-Marftval,  once  the  magnificent 
feat  of  the  Craven  family.  Lord  Lindores  has  a feat  at  Bray,  called  Gay’s,  of  which 
he  became  pofleffed  in  right  of  his  wife,  one  of  the  co-heirefles  of  Sir  Thomas  Reeve. 
The  Dowager  Lady  Onflow  refides  at  Old  Windfor.  The  Dowager  Lady  Howard 
of  Walden,  occupies  the  feat  of  the  late  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Eyre,  at  Rufcomb. 
Lord  Dorchefter  has  lately  purchafed  Stubbins,  in  Bilham,  for  his  own  refidencej 
and  Lord  Afhbrook,  Beaumont  Lodge,  in  Old  Windfor. 

Baronets  extind , and  cxi/ling. 

The  exthidt  Baronets  of  this- county  are  Eflex,  of  Becket,  created  in  16 1 2 ; 
For fler,  of  Aldermafton,  1 620,  extindt  in  1 7 1 1 ; Darrell,  of  Weft  Woodhay,  1 622 ; 
Yate,  of  Buckland,  in  1622,  extindt  in  1690;  Vanlore,  of  Tylehurft,  1628;  Pratt, 
of  Coleffiill,  1641 ; Henn,  of  Winkfield,  1642  ; Draper,  of  Sunninghill  Park,  1660; 
Morland,of  Sulhamfted-Bannifter,  1660;  Rich,  of  Sunning,  166 1,  extindt  in  1803; 
Fettiplace,  of  Childrey,  1661,  extinct  in  1743;  Craven,  of  Sparfholt,  1661, 
extindt  in  1670;  of  Winchcombe,  of  Bucklebury,  1661,  extindt  in  1703  ; Braham, 
of  New  Windfor,  1662;  Purefoy,  of  Wadley,  1662;  Hoby,  of  Bilham,  1666, 
extindt  in  1766  ; Kenrick,  of  Whitley,  1679  ; Ayfhcombe,  of  Lyford,  1696,  extindt 
in  1718. 

The  Baronets  who  now  have  feats  in  the  county,  are  Sir  John  Throckmorton, 
of  Buckland;  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews,  of  Shaw;  Sir  William  Eaft,  of  Hall-Place ; 
Sir  W.  J.  James,  of  Langley  Park;  Sir  George  Bowyer,  of  Radley;  and  Sir 
Stephen  Lulhington,  of  South-Hill : Bafilden,  the  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Francis 
Sykes,  has  devolved  to  his  grandfon,  a minor.  The  anceftor  of  the  Throck- 
mortons  was  of  Warwickfiiire,  when  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a 
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Baronet ; the  family  became  pofiefied  of  Buckland,  their  Berkfhire  feat,  by  a 
marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Yate.  Sir  Walter  James  James,  who  was  created 
a Baronet  in  1791,  took  the  name  of  James,  on  inheriting  the  eftates  of  a 
family,  who  had  confiderable  property  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hungerford,  and 
other  parts  of  the  county,  for  nearly  two  centuries.  His  own  paternal  name 
was  Head,  being  defcended  from  a family  of  confiderable  antiquity,  who  acquired 
Langley  and  other  eftates  by  purchafe  from  the  De  la  Poles a.  Sir  W.  J.  James 
has  not  of  late  refided  at  Langley.  Sir  Francis  Englefield,  when  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  a Baronet  in  1612,  was  defcribed  of  Wotton-Raftet,  in  Wiltfhirej  his 
anceftors  had  refided  for  many  generations  at  Englefied,  in  this  county,  where  at 
a very  early  period  they  held  the  manor  under  the  Barons'  Paganel  and  Somery. 
The  manor  of  Englefield  was  forfeited  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  fome 
property  in  that  parifh  remained,  till  very  lately,  in  the  family.  The  immediate 
anceftors  of  Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield,  the  prefent  Baronet,  who  is  defcended 
from  Anthony,  the  fifth  fon  of  Sir  Francis  above  mentioned,  were  of  White- 
Knights,  in  Sunning,  which  having  been  fold,  he  has  now  no  refidence  in  the 
county,  but  ftill  retains  a confiderable  eftate  in  the  parifh  of  Sunning.  Fawley,  the 
feat  of  the  Moores,  whofe  anceftor  was  created  a Baronet  in  1627,  was  fold 
by  Sir  John  Moore,  in  1765,  to  the  Vanfittarts.  The  prefent  Baronet,  Sir 
Thomas  Moore,  refides  in  Hampfhire.  The  anceftors  of  Compton  Reade,  who 
was  created  a Baronet  in  1 660,  being  defcribed  of  Barton,  near  Abingdon,  refided 
at  that  place  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  prefent  Baronet  is  of  Hunt- 
ridge  in  Oxfordfhire.  Barton  Court,  and  other  eftates  in  Berkfhire,  are  ftill  in  the 
family,  being  now  the  property  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Reade.  William  Stonhoufe, 
whofe  anceftors  were  fettled  at  Radley,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was  created 
a Baronet  in  1628.  Another  patent  was  granted  to  the  family  in  1670,  under 
which  the  prefent  Sir  Thomas  Stonhoufe,  who  refides  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  enjoys 
the  title.  The  Radley  eftate  has  pafied  by  a female  heir  to  Sir  George  Bowyer, 
whofe  father,  the  late  Admiral  Bowyer,  being  then  of  Radley,  was  created  a 
Baronet  in  1794,  and  in  1799  fucceeded  to  the  title  of  his  elder  brother,  Sir 
William  Bowyer  bart.  of  Denham-Court,  in  Buckinghamfhire.  The  late  Sir  Charles 
Knowles  was  of  Lovel-Hill,  in  the  parifh  of  Winkfield,  when  created  a Baronet  in 
1765.  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hamond,  when  created  a Baronet  in  1783,  was  of 
Holly-Grove,  in  the  parifh  of  Old  Windfor,  but  has  fince  quitted  the  county. 
Sir  Henry  Martin,  when  created  a Baronet  in  1791,  was  defcribed  of  Lockinge, 
in  this  county  $ but  he  had  no  other  connexion  with  that  place,  than  occafionally 

a From  the  information  of  Sir  W.  J.  James  bart- 
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occupying  Mr.  Baftard’s  houfe.  Sir  Charles  Saxton  was  defcribed  of  Circourt,  in 
Denchworth,  when  created  a Baronet  in  1794;  Sir  Nathaniel  Dance  Holland,  of 
Wittenham,  in  1800;  and  Sir  Thomas  Theophilus  Metcalfe,  of  Chilton,  in  1802. 
The  three  Baronets  laft  mentioned  have  eftates,  but  no  feats,  in  the  parifhes  of 
which  they  are  defcribed.  Sir  Nathaniel  Duckenfield,  a Chelhire  Baronet,  has  a 
feat  at  Stanlake,  in  this  county,  lately  purchafed.  Sir  John  Coxe  Hippefley  has 
a feat  at  Warfield  Grove  ; and  Sir  John  Harrington,  at  Old  Windfor. 

The  late  Sir  Archer  Croft  had  a feat  called  Dunftan  Houfe,  in  the  parifli  of 
Thatcham,  which,  in  the  letter-prefs  accompanying  Rocque’s  map,  publilhed  in 
1761,  is  called  one  of  the  fined:  feats  in  the  county.  It  has  been  pulled  down 
fince  Sir  Archer’s  death,  and  the  eftate  fold. 


Principal  Gentry  and  their  Seats. 

<c  Many  neat  houfes  and  pleafant  feats  there  be,”  fays  Fuller,  “ in  this  county, 
both  on  the  Kennet  and  Thames,  as  Aldermafton,  Englefield,”  &c.  Thefe  flill  rank 
among  the  molt  diltinguilhed  in  the  county,  in  which  clafs  alfo  may  be  placed, 
Bufcot  Park,  Holme  Park,  in  Sunning ; Padworth  Houfe,  Pufey  Houfe,  Sandle- 
ford,  and  Swallowfield.  The  following  lift  of  gentlemen’s  feats  will  be  found,  it 
is  hoped,  pretty  full  and  accurate.  It  is  almoft  impoffible  to  avoid  fome  omiflions, 
particularly  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  county,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  Windfor 
Foreft;  where  it  is  probable  there  are  many  elegant  namelefs  villas,  which  it  would 
be  difficult  to  enumerate  : 


Aldermafton,  1 the  feat  fWm.  Congreve  efq. 
Appleton,  J of  L Robert  Southby  efq. 
Arborfield,in  the  occupation  of  S.  W. Barrett  efq. 


Ardington, 

Afcot  (in  Wink- 
field),  - 
Babham-end 
(Cookham),  - 
Barton  (Kentbury),  v. 
Beams  (Shinfield), 
Bear  Place  (War- 
grave), 

Beenham, 

Bere- Court  (Pang- 
born), 


W.  Wifeman  Clarke 
efq. 

Danl.  Agace  efq. 

Adml.  Sir  G.  Young 
«,  C.  Dundas  efq.  M.P. 
H.  L.  Hunter  efq. 

Mofes  Ximenes  efq. 
Rev.  Mr,  Boftock 

_ Rev.  Dr.  Breedon 


Betterton, 

Bill  Hill  (Hurft), 
Binfield,  - 


(Pope’sHoufe), 

Bifham  Abbey, 
Bradfield  Houfe, 
Bradfield  Hall, 
Braywick  Houfe, 

• Lodge, 

Bucklebury, 


Bufcot  Park,  - 


'Rev.  John  Collins 
Col.Levefon  Gower 
O.  E.  Elliot  efq. 
Claude  Ruffel  efq. 
Thomas  Neate  efq. 
GVanfittartefq.M.P. 
Rev.  Hen.  Steevens 
<(  Stephen  Wilfbn  efq. 

' Hon.  T.  Windfor 
Thomas  Slack  efq. 
The  Hartleys,  now 
belonging  to  W. 
H.  H.  Hartley, 
a minor. 

,E.  L.  Loveden  efq. 


Calcot 
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Calcot  (Tylehurft)," 
Canon  Hill  (Bray), 
Carfwell(Buckland) 
Chaddleworth, 

Eaft  Challow, 

Charlton,  - . ^ , 

Coley  Houfe(  Read- 
ing),  - - 

Compton-Beau- 
champ, 

Culham  Court, 


'John  Blagrave  efq. 
James  Law  efq. 

T.  W.  C.  Perfect  efq. 
R.  W.  Nelfon  efq. 

E.  Turner  efq. 

Wm.  Price  efq. 


J.  MacConnell  efq. 
J.A.Wrightefq.M.P. 
(in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  Morell.) 
-Hon.  Fr.  Weft. 
Donnington  Caftle  Houfe,  in  the  occupation  of 

Col.  Stead. 


Priory, 

Down  Place  (Bray), 
Earley  Court  (Sun- 
ning), 

Englefield  Houfe, 
Farley  Hill  ( Swal- 
low field),  - 
Faringdon  Houfe, 
Fern  Hill  (Wink- 
field),  - - 

Greenham  (Thatch- 
am),  - 

Haines  Hill(Hurft), 
Ham  Floufe  ( W ant- 
age),  - - 

Hendens  (Bray), 
Eaft-Hendred, 

Hey  wood  (White 
Waltham),  - 
Hinton 
Hodcot 

Holme  Park  ( Sun- 
ning), - - 

Holly-Grove  (Old 
Windfor),  - 
Hurft  Houfe  - 
Inholmes  (Lam- 
born),  - - 

Ives  Place  (Bray), 
Kingfton-Bagpuze, 
Kingfton-Lifle, 
Vol.  I. 


>«< 


'F.  Cowflade  efq. 

John  Huddlefton  efq. 
Rt.  Hon.  SirWilliam 
Scott,  M.  P. 

R.  Benyon  efq.M.P. 

R.  Stephenfon  efq. 
Wm.  Hallet  efq. 

Francis  Knollys  efq. 

James  Croft  efq. 

Mrs.  Colleton. 

Mrs.  Walcot  (in  the 
occupation  of  Mrs. 
Goodlake.) 

Rev.  Dr.  Trenchard. 
Bafil  Eyfton  efq. 

John  Sawyer  efq. 
Rev.  John  Loder. 
The  late  J.  Head  efq. 

Richard  Palmer  efq. 

— Mackay  efq. 


Mrs.  Wowen 
— Seymour,  a minor. 

Thos.  Wyatt  efq. 
Adam  Blandy  efq. 

L A.E.  M.  Atkyns,  efq. 


Lady  Place  (Hurley)," 
Lockinge, 

Lovel  Hill  (Wink- 
field),  - - 

Luckley  Houfe 
(Wokingham),  - 
Maiden-Earley  (Sun- 
ning), - - 

Maidenhead 


ll-j' 


-rt 


"G.A.ICempenfelt  efq. 
I.  P.  Ballard  efq.  M.P. 

Charles  Shard  efq. 

C.  Fyfhe  Palmer  efq. 


Marcham, 

Midgham  (Thatch- 
am), 

Milton, 

Oakfield  Houfe 
(Stratfield-Mortimer) 


Edw.  Golding  efq. 
villas  of  Sir  Wm.  Herne  and  Sir 
Ifaac  Pocock. 
George  Elwes  efq. 


Wm.  Poyntz  efq. 
Mr.  Barrett. 

Mrs.  Brocas. 


Pad  worth-Houfe,  in  the  occupation  of  E.Clarke  efq. 
Penel  Place  (Old 


Windfor,  - - 

Prior’s  Court  (Cheve- 
' ley), 

Profpedl  Hill  (Tyle- 
hurft), 

Purley, 

Purley  Hall, 

Pufey, 

Saint  Leonard’s  Hill 
(Clewer), 
Sandleford, 

Selwood  Park  (Sun- 
ning Hill),  - . 

Shinfield,  - 
Shottelbrooke,  - 
Sparlholt,  - - 


Standen  Houfe  - 
Sulhamfted-  Bannifter 
Sunninghill  Park, 
Sutton-Courtney 
Re&ory,  - - 

Swallowfield, 

Temple  Hall(Bilham) 
Tidmarih,  - 
Wadley, 


Bb 


James  Bonnell  efq.  * 
Lewis  Buckle  efq.  (at 
prefent  uninhabited.) 

I . E.  Liebenrood  efq 
Hon.  Mrs.  Storer. 
Rev.  Dr.  Wilder. 
Hon.  Philip  Pufey. 

General  Harcourt. 
M,  Montagu  efq. 

James  Sibbaldefq. 
y g <(  Alex.  Cobham  efq. 
A.  Vanfittart,  efq. 
The  late  Gen.  Gab- 
bit,  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams. 

Thos.  Michell  efq. 
Wm.  Thoytts  efq. 

J.  Crutchley  efq. 

Fr.  Juftice  efq. 

T.  Hare  Earle  efq. 

O. Williams  efq.M.P. 
Robert  Hopkins  efq. 
IWm.  Y.  Mills  efq. 

W ailing- 
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Wallingford, 


Waltham  Place, 
Wafing,  - ■ - 
Welford,  - - 

Weft  Court  (Finch- 
amfted,)  - - 

White’s  Place 
(Cookham),  - 
Willows  (Bray),  « 
Old  Windfor 
Manor  houfe, 


'The  late  Mr.  Juftice 
Blackftone,  now 
the  property  of  his 
fon. 

George  Grant  efq. 

Win.  Mount  efq. 

J.  A.  Houblon  efq. 
(unoccupied). 

Rev.  Ellis  St.  John 

G.  H.  Leycefter,efq. 

Townley  Ward  efq. 

_ H.  Ifherwood  efq. 


Old  Windfor  Lodge,  ~l  ‘o  fWm.  Webber  efq, 
Winkfield  Park,  - (.  3 Thos.  Bingley  efq. 

Place,  - j / Stanlake  Batfon  efq. 

Wcft-Woodhay,  - belonging  to  Robert  Orby 

Sloper  efq.  at  pre- 
fent  unoccupied. 
Mr.  James  Wheeble. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie 
Mrs.  Crewe. 

Rev.  P.  Wroughton. 
I.  A.  Gallini  efq. 


Woodley  (Sunning), 
Woodfide  Houfe 
(Old  Windfor), 
Woolhampton, 
Woolley  Park  (Chad- 
dleworth ) , - - 

Yattendon,  - - 


Fuller,  after  quoting  the  lift  of  Berkftiire  gentry,  as  returned  by  the  commiflioners 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  Henry  VI.  adds,  “ Gardeners  complain  that  fome  kinds  of 
flowers  and  fruits  will  not  grow  profperoufly,  and  thrive  kindly,  in  the  fuburbs  of 
London  : this  they  impute  to  the  frnoke  of  the  city  offenfive  thereunto.  Sure  I 
am,  that  ancient  gentry  in  this  county,  fown  thick  in  former,  come  up  thin  in  our 
age.” 

“ Of  names  which  were  in  days  of  yore, 

Few  remain  here  of  a great  ftore.” 

It  is  remarkable,  that  there  is  not  one  family  defcended,  in  the  male  line,  from 
any  of  the  gentry  enumerated  in  the  above-mentioned  lift  now  left  in  the  county ; 
and  it  is  believed,  that  Sir  H.  C.  Englefield  is  the  only  perfon  fo  defcended,  who 
poflefles  an  eftate  in  it.  Many  of  the  Berkftiire  gentry,  neverthelefs,  are  of  ancient 
families,  who  have  been  long  fettled  in  the  counties,  from  which  they  have  emigrated. 
The  Eyftons,  of  Eaft  Hendred,  although  their  name  does  not  occur  in  the  -lift,  were 
fettled  at  that  place  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  III. ; having,  by  a marriage  with  the  heirefs 
of  De  Arches,  become  pofiefied  of  the  manor,  which  has  defcended,  in  an  uninter- 
rupted male  line,  to  the  prefent  proprietor.  The  Clarkes  became  pofleffed  of 
Ardington,  their  prefent  refidence,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  The  Southbys  have 
been  fettled  at  Appleton  about  two  centuries ; and  the  Seymours,  at  Inholmes, 
about  the  fame  time ; the  Loders  were  of  Harwell,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  afterwards  of  Balfdon  Park,  in  Kentbury,  from  whence  they  removed  to 
Hinton  ; the  Prices  were  of  Farnborough,  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  17th  cen- 
tury ; the  family  of  Juftice  have  been  fettled  for  feveral  generations  at  Sutton- 
Courtney ; the  Vanfittarts,  for  nearly  a century,  at  Shottelbrooke. 
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Among  the  deferted  and  dilapidated  manfions  of  the  extinft  gentry  may  be 
reckoned  Little  ShefFord,  the  feat  of  the  Befils  family,  and  afterwards  of  the  Fetti- 
places ; Ockholt,  the  feat  of  the  Norris  family;  Shillingford,  the  feat  of  the  Packers ; 
and  Welford,  the  feat  of  the  Archers.  Yattendon,  another  feat  of  the  Norris  family, 
has  been  pulled  down,  and  Befds-Legh,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  Fettiplaces,  and 
afterwards  of  the  Lenthalls. 

Geographical  and  geological  Defcription  of  Berkfhire. 

This  county  is  of  a very  irregular  form  : according  to  Rocque’s  menfuration,  it 
is  207  miles  in  circumference  : its  greatefl  length,  from  Old  Windfor  to  the  County 
-Crofs,  near  Hunger  ford,  42  miles : its  greatell  breadth,  from  Witham,  near  Oxford, 
to  the  borders  of  Hamplhire,  fouth  of  Newbury,  28  miles  and  an  half;  and  its 
narrowed;,  from  the  Thames,  by  Reading,  to  the  borders  of  Hamplhire,  in  a diredl 
fouth  line,  only  feven  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Oxfordlhire  and  Buck- 
inghamlhire,  on  the  ealt  by  Surrey,  on  the  fouth  by  Hamplhire,  and  on  the  well  by 
Wiltlhire ; at  the  north-well  corner  it  juft  touches  upon  Gloucellerlhire.  A part 
of  Wiltlhire,  detached  at  a confxderable  diltance  from  the  rell  of  that  county,  lies 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wokingham  and  Reading,  furrounded  by  Berkfhire,  in- 
cluding part  of  the  parilhes  of  Wokingham,  Kuril,  Shinfield,  and  Swallowlield. 
Two  Berklhire  parilhes,  Langford  and  Shilton,  lie  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Thames, 
furrounded  by  Oxfordlhire. 

The  following  valuable  obfervations  on  the  geology  and  agriculture  of  this  county, 
have  been  obligingly  communicated  by  Dr.  Beke : — “ By  a careful  meafure  of 
Rocque’s  Map b of  Berkfhire,  corrected  as  to  longitude  and  latitude,  by  the  trigono- 
metrical furvey,  and  the  allronomical  obfervations  which  have  fettled  the  longitude 
of  Oxford,  I find  that  Berklhire  contains  about  464,500  acres.  The  parilhes. of 
Langford  and  Shilton  are  included  in  this  calculation,  which  lie  north  of  the  Thames, 
and  are  furrounded  by  Oxfordlhire,  and  the  parts  of  Wiltlhire  are  omitted,  which 
lie  in  and  near  the  precincts  of  Windfor  Foreft. 

“ The  bafis  of  the  following  geological  and  agricultural  divifion  of  Berklhire  is 
Rocque’s  map,  of  which  the  topographical  accuracy  is  very  highly  and  defervedly 
efteemed.  Changes  have  happened  fmce  his  furvey  was  taken,  chiefly  in  confequence 
of  inclofures ; but  their  effects  are  accounted  for  in  the  following  ellimate,  which 
may  be  depended  upon  as  not  materially  erroneous. 

b Kocque  makes  the  area  of  Berkfliire  fomewhat  too  large  as  to  geographical  extent ; but,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  confiderably  under-rates  the  meafure  of  degrees,  and  confequently  his  fcale  of  miles  is  a 
little  too  long,  and  his  calculation  in  acres  too  low. 
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255,000 

72.000 

25.000 

25.000 

30.000 
27,500 

434>5°° 


“ Since  the  cultivation  of  any  country  muft  always  depend  much  on  its  geology,  I 
Ihall  give  a fhort  {ketch  of  the  fuperficial  Jlrata , which  are  molt  worthy  of  obferva- 
tion  in  this  county.  Clofe  to  the  Thames,  in  the  northern  part  of  it,  there  is  a 
narrow  but  very  fertile  line  of  meadow,  from  which  the  land  rifes,  in  moft  parts 
gently,  to  a line  of  moderately  elevated  hills,  extending  from  Oxford  to  Faringdon. 
The  fubjlratum  of  this  elevated  line  is  generally  calcareous  ftone,  of  various  degrees 
of  hardnefs,  being  part  of  the  fame  Jlratum , which,  with  few  interruptions,  erodes 
the  kingdom  in  a north-eaftern  dire&ion,  from  the  weft  of  Dorfetlhire,  nearly 
parallel  to  the  great  line  of  chalk,  and  a few  miles  diftant  from  it.  This  line  of 
the  county  is  in  general  very  good,  dry  corn  land,  though  in  fome  parts  too  fandy. 
Gently  defeending  from  this  to  the  fouth  is  the  remarkably  fertile  vale  of  Berklhire, 
which  crofles  the  county  from  the  parifli  of  Shrivenham,  on  the  weft,  to  Cholfey, 
on  the  eaftern  boundary.  At  prefent,  as  when  the  Domefday  furvey  was  taken,  the 
weftern  part  of  this  vale  is  employed  as  pafture  land,  chiefly  dairy,  while  the  fides 
and  eaftern  part  are  arable,  and  may  be  reckoned  fome  of  the  moft  produdlive 
wheat  land  in  the  kingdom.  The  foil  of  this  vale,  in  general,  is  a ftrong,  grey,  cal- 
careous loam,  which  evidently  owes  its  excellence  to  the  intimate  mixture  of  vegetable 
mould  with  cretaceous  earth.  It  is  fuch  ds  may  be  found  at  the  foot  of  chalk 
hills,  quite  acrofs  the  kingdom,  on  the  north-weft  fide ; but  the  fertility  differs 
confiderably,  according  to  the  various  proportions  of  the  component  parts.  Every 
where,  in  the  whole  extent  of  this  narrow  vale,  from  Dorfetlhire  to  Norfolk,  the 
foil  is  of  the  fame  general  defeription  ; though  fome  parts,  as  the  Vale  of  Aylefbury, 
and  of  the  White  Horfe,  are  perhaps  of  rather  greater  extent,  and  more  remarkable 
fertility.  Next  to  this  vale,  on  the  fouth,  are  the  chalk  hills,  which  here  preferve 
their  general  character,  on  their  north-weft  fide,  rifing,  by  a very  fteep  afeent,  in 
general  bare  of  wood,  and  with  a fine  turf. 

“ It  may  be  generally  remarked  of  the  whole  north-weft  part  of  the  great  chalk 
Jlratum  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  is  lefs  indented,  more  elevated,  and  more  fteeply 

terminated 


“ The  arable  land  in  Berklhire  amounts  to  about  - 
The  meadows,  in  different  parts,  and  dairy  land  in  the  vale 
Sheep-walks,  chiefly  uninclofed,  on  the  chalk  hills  - 

Other  dry  paftures,  parks,  &c.  ------ 

Waftes,  chiefly  barren  heaths  ------ 

Other  fpace,  occupied  by  buildings,  courts,  fences,  roads,  rivers,  See. 
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terminated  than  on  the  oppofite  fide,  where,  in  general,  it  finks  gently,  becoming 
gradually  more  and  more  covered' with  reddiffi  foil  and  gravel,  till,  in  many  places, 
it  is  entirely  loft.  Though  the  chalk  Jlratum  erodes  quite  through  the  whole 
county,  yet  it  is  only  in  the  weftern  part  of  it  that  it  is  fo  elevated  as  to  be  chiefly 
a fheep-walk.  The  Thames,  entering  the  chalk  hills  at  Streatley,  croffes  them 
obliquely,  from  thence  onwards  leaving  their  more  elevated  part  on  the 
north  of  the  river,  in  Oxfordfhire  and  Buckinghamfhire ; fo  that  the  eaftern  part 
of  that  Jlratum , in  Berkfhire,  is  fufficiently  covered  to  become  better  adapted  to 
tillage  than  to  fheep-walk.  The  fheep-walks,  on  the  elevated  part  of  the  chalk 
ridge,  in  Berkfhire,  are  of  very  good  quality,  but  not  of  great  extent,  when  com- 
pared with  thofe  of  Wiltfhire  and  Dorfetfhire.  To  the  fouth  of  them  is  a vale, 
which,  beginning  about  the  middle  of  Wiltfhire,  continues,  almoft  in  a ftraight  line, 
from  thence  to  the  eaftern  fea,  having  in  it  the  channel  of  the  Kennet,  from 
Hungerford  almoft  to  Reading,  and  that  of  the  Thames,  from  Bray,  in  Berkfhire, 
to  the  fea. 

“ The  land  defeends  gently,  in  general,  from  the  chalk  hills  to  the  middle  of  this 
vale,  on  the  north,  and  is  ufually  a reddifli  earth,  more  or  lefs  mingled  with  chalk 
or  flints  ; good  arable  land,  and  not  badly  wooded.  The  lower  part  of  the  vale  is 
gravelly,  but  with  fome  very  fertile  corn  land,  a deep  loam,  eafily  cultivated.  The 
whole  courfe  of  the  river  Kennet  is  through  a bed  of  peat,  from  Hungerford 
to  Reading.  In  that  town  it  paffes  between  two  hills ; and  it  feems,  that  anciently 
the  channel  between  them  could  not  have  been  fufficiently  depreffed  to  prevent  the 
river  from  forming  a morafs,  in  its  whole  extent,  for  about  35  miles  above  this 
obftru6tioi\.  South  -of  the  Kennet,  not  far  from  Hungerford,  there  begins  a tradl 
of  poor  gravel  and  clay ; at  firft,  for  many  miles,  very  narrow,  but  becoming  of 
confiderable  width  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  county,  and  continuing,  with  few 
interruptions,  quite  to  Blackheath,  in  Kent,  being  every  where  very  ferruginous, 
and  in  many  parts  exceedingly  barren.  The  fouthern  boundary  of  the  county  every 
where  paffes  through  this  line  of  coarfe  land,  of  which  the  greater  part  is  uncultivated, 
and  produces  little  but  heath. 

“ In  confequence  of  the  great  extent  of  barren  heath,  on  the  fouthern  border  of 
this  county,  in  its  eaftern  parts,  and  of  the  Iheep-walks  on  the  chalk  hills,  the  quan- 
tity of  cultivated  land  does  not  exceed  the  general  average  of  the  kingdom.  With 
refpeft  to  what  remains  in  a ftate  of  nature,  its  quality  is  rather  the  caufe  why  it 
remains  unimproved,  than  any  want  of  enterprize  in  the  proprietors.  The  fheep- 
walks  on  the  chalk  hills  can  fcarcely  be  made  more  valuable  than  in  their  prefent 
ftate,  either  to  the  proprietors,  or  the  public  3 though  the  tenant,  who  has  only  a 
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temporary  filtered,  might  derive  great  profit,  for  a few  years,  by  ploughing  them. 
The  heaths  in  the  forefi  mull  depend,  for  improvement,  on  the  comparative  value  of 
money,  and  of  the  produce  of  agriculture  ; and  it  cannot  be  expected  in  any  great 
extent,  unlefs  the  value  of  that  produce  wifi  evidently  afford  a rent  to  the  improver, 
which  (hall  be  a lull  indemnification  for  his  expences.” 

Dr.  Reke  remarks,  that  the  cultivation  of  Berkfhire,  at  the  time  of  the  Domefday 
iurvey,  was  very  confiderable,  particularly  in  all  the  parts  well  of  Reading,  as 
appears,  not  only  from  thevnumber  of  carucates,  which,  being  about  2125,  will, 
according  to  the  generally  fuppofed  quantity  of  a carucate,  give  about  160,000  acres, 
two-thirds  of  the  prefent  quantity  of  arable  land,  but  from  the  great  number  and 
high  annual  value  of  the  mills.  “ The  ancient  toll  for  grinding  being  about  a 
fifteenth  of  the  clear  average  rent  of  the  mills,  amounted  to  about  a twenty- 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  annual  landed  value.”  It  is  to  be  remarked,  alfo,  that  fome 
large  and  fertile  parifnes,  as  Tyiehurft,  Tidmarfh,  and  Beeiiham,  are  omitted  in 
the  furvey,  and  feveral  (hares  of  mills  are  mentioned,  the  remaining  parts  of  which 
are  unnoticed. 

Under  this  head  little  occurs  in  addition  to  the  profefior’s  obfervations : it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  perhaps,  that  of  the  438,977  acres,  at  which  Mr.  Rocque 
eftimates  the  total  extent  of  this  county,  two  pariflies  alone,  Lamborn  and 
Thatcham,  contain  25,342  acres,  Winkfield  about  9000,  and  twelve  other  pariflies 
upwards  of  7000  each.  There  are  fome  extenfive  wade  lands  in  the  eafiern  part 
of  the  county,  as  Maidenhead  thicket,  and  feveral  parts  of  Windfor  forefi:,  and  its 
neighbourhood.  This  celebrated  forefi  was  formerly  of  much  greater  circuit  than 
it  is  at  prefent,  extending  itfelf  into  Buckinghamfiiire  and  Surrey  c,  and  over  the 
whole  of  the  fouth-eaftern  part  of  Berkftiire,  as  far  as  Hungerford.  The  vale  of 
the  Kennet  was  disforefted  by  charter  in  1 226 d.  Norden’s  map  of  the  forefi  % 
taken  in  the  year  1607,  makes  its  circuit  77  miles  and  a half,  exclufively  of  the 
liberties  which  extended  into  Buckinghamfiiire,  the  true  limits  of  which  he  could 
not  afcertain.  It  was  then  divided  into  17  walks,  including  Fiennes  Bailiwick, 
within  which  were  fituated  the  pariflies  of  Remenham,  Hurley,  Wargrave,  Bray, 
the  two  Walthams,  Shottefbrooke,  Hurft,  Rufcomb,  and  Binfield.  The  circuit  of 
the  forefi,  as  defcribed  in  Rocque’s  map,  appears  to  be  about  56  miles,  including 


e The  foreft,  on  the  Surrey  fide  of  the  Thames,  included  Cobham  and  Chertfey ; and,  following  the 
courfe  of  the  river  Wey,  extended  up  to  the  town  of  Guildford,  as  appears  by  a furvey,  taken  at 
the  laft  court  of  Swannimote,  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  now  in  the  pofieffion  of 
T.  B.  Richards  efq.  4 Cart,  n Hen.  III.  * In  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 
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the  whole  pariflies  of  Arborfield,  Barkham,  Binfiejd,  Eaft-Hampfted,  Finch- 
hampfted,  Sandhurft,  Sunninghill,  Warfield,  Winkfield,  New  and  Old  Windfor, 
together  with  part  of  the  parifhes  of  Bray,  Clewer,  Hurft,  Wokingham, 
Swallowfield,  and  White  Waltham.  A great  part  of  Bagfhot  heath  is  within  the 
forefi: ; the  greater  part  of  mod  of  the  parifhes  within  its  limits  is  in  culture. 
Windfor  great  park  has  been  reduced  by  his  prefent  Majefty,  from  3800  to  1800 
acres,  2000  acres  having  been  brought  into  cultivation^ 

The  fouth  and  eaft  fides  of  the  county  have  a large  proportion  of  woodland. 
The  predominant  wood  of  the  county  is  hazel,  occafionally  mixed  with  oak,  beech, 
afii,  and  alder.  The  chief  quantity  of  timber  is  at  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the 
county,  in  and  about  Windfor  Forefi:,  in  the  vale  of  the  Kennet,  and  by  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  where  are  fome  entire  woods  of  beech.  It  is  in  this  part  of 
the  county  that  we  mufl  look  for  pi&urefque  and  pleafing  fcenery,  particularly  in 
Windfor  Forefi,  the  road  from  Reading  to  Wallingford,  and  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  between  Henley  and  Maidenhead.  From  the  high  ground  between  Bafilden 
and  Afhampftead,  there  is  a very  rich  profpeft  over  the  vale  of  Kennet,  towards 
Hampfhire;  from  the  downs,  about  Letcombe  Caftle,  a very  extenfive  view  over 
the  vale  of  White  Horfe,  towards  Oxfordfhire.  The  high  grounds  between  Henley 
and  Maidenhead  afford  fome  very  beautiful  views  of  the  Thames,  and  the  well- 
wooded  banks  on  the  Buckinghamfhire  fide  of  the  river.  The  profpeft  from 
Windfor  Caftle  is  well  known,  and  juftly  admired  for  its  richnefs  and  extent,  as  well 
as  for  the  many  interefting  obje&s  which  it  embraces. 


Natural  History. 

Fojfils. — This  county  does  not  produce  any  valuable  minerals,  nor  any  great 
variety  of  extraneous  fofiils.  There  is  a Jiratum  of  fand  about  two  feet  thick,  in 
a field  called  Catfgrove,  near  Reading,  in  which  are  great  quantities  of  large 
oyfter  fliells,  lying  immediately  beneath  a Jiratum  of  fuller’s  earth.  Woodward 
obferves  that  the  fame  Jiratum  of  fand,  with  oyfter  {hells,  is  to  be  found,  at  various 
depths  from  15  to  25  feet,  for  two  miles  on  every  fide  of  Redding8.  The  fame 
author  alfo  mentions  Echini  of  feveral  kinds,  and  a (hark’s  tooth,  as  found  at 
Catfgrove  \ Foftil  {hells  of  various  kinds,  and  other  marine  produ&ions,  are  to  be 

1 Catal.  vol,  2.  p,  41.  a.  22.  " Gatal.  vol.  2.  p.  jjo. 


1 Pearce’s  Agricultural  Survey, 
d.  27.  and  d.  32.  p.  52.  e.  id. 


feen 


BERKSHIRE. 


192 

feen  in  great  abundance,  bedded  in  the  Jlratum  of  lime  ftone,  which  at  fome  diftance 
follows  the  courfe  of  the  chalk  hills,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Faringdon. 
Woodward  mentions  anomice , fhark’s  teeth,  and  parts  of  filhes,  found  at  Faringdon'; 
and  ajlroita , &c.  found  at  Abingdon.  Echini , and  other  extraneous  foflils,  have 
alfo  been  found  near  Wokingham.  Woodward  mentions  the  thigh  bone  of  an  ox, 
dug  up  in  a gravel  pit  in  Windfor  Park  k ; and  mofs-earth,  and  branches  of  birch 
trees,  in  the  marlhes  of  Windfor  Foreft 1 . Peat  is  found  in  the  vale  of  the  Kennet, 
on  both  fides  of  the  river,  for  feveral  miles  above  and  below  the  town  of  Newbury. 
The  Jlratum  of  peat  lies  at  various  depths  below  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and 
varies  in  thicknefs  from  one  to  8 or  9 feet;  gravel  is  Ufually  found  underneath  itm . 
The  peat  is  fold  for  14s.  per  load,  and  the  alhes  for  three  pence  halfpenny  per 
buftiel,  to  the  farmers,  to  whom  they  afford  an  excellent  manure ; horns,  heads, 
and  bones  of  various  animals,  have  been  found  in  the  peat. 

It  will  here  be  proper  to  mention  thofe  remarkable  ftones  of  a fine  filiceous  grit, 
called  by  the  country  people  Sarfden  ftones,  or  the  grey  weathers , which  are 
fcattered  over  the  Berkfhire  and  Wiltfhire  downs ; they  appear  to  have  been  re- 
moved by  fome  violent  concuflion  of  the  earth,  as  they  evidently  lie  on  ftrata  to 
which  they  do  not  naturally  belong.  The  greateft  number  of  them  are  to  be  feen. 
in  a valley  near  Afhdown  Park,  on  a ftratum  of  chalk  ; others  on  a bed  of  clay,  in 
the  parifli  of  Compton-Beauchamp n . They  are  frequently  blafted  with  gun- 
powder, and  ufed  for  pitching,  &c.  but  are  too  hard  to  be  worked. 

Rare  Plants. — This  county  does  not  produce  many  rare  plants.  The  Iaft  edition 
of  Camden  gives  a fhort  lift,  but  none  of  them  are  very  rare : among  thofe  which 
occur  the  leaft  frequently  are,  the  Salix  rubra , the  Myrica  Gale , and  the 
Monotropa  hypopythys.  Dr.  Abbot  has  lately  communicated  to  the  editor  of  the 
Englifh  Botany,  the  Afarum  Europaum  found  by  himfelf  in  the  beech-woods  be- 
tween Henley  and  Maidenhead.  The  Iberis  Amara  is  to  be  found  growing  abun- 
dantly as  a weed  in  the  corn  fields  near  Wallingford.  The  Antirrhmum  monf- 
pejjulanum , or,  as  it  is  called  by  Dr.  Smith  in  the  Englifh  Botany,  Antirrhinum  repens , 
a plant  of  rare  occurrence,  grows  abundantly  on  the  chalky  banks  of  Henley  hill, 

1 Catal.  vol.  1.  part  2.  p.45.  f.  200.  f.  206.  ibid.  p.  84.  n.  7 6.  p.  85.  n.  95.  and  n.  99. 

k Ibid.  p.  87.  o.  5.  1 Ibid,  part  2.  p.  17. 

“ Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  4.  p.  109.  113.  Colle&ions  towards  a parochial  hi  dory  of  Berkfhire  in  Bibl. 

Top.  Brit.  p.  34.  “ See  fome  obfervations  on  thefe  ftones  by  the  Hon.  Daines  Barrington. 

Archaeologia,  vol.  8.  p.  442. 
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which  lies  in  the  parifh  of  Remenham,  in  Berkfhire.  Dr.  Beke  has  found  the 
Lycopodium  felago,  and  the  Lycopodium  inundatum , in  a bog  on  Ufton  Common, 
the  Lycoperdon  fornicatum , at  Sulhamfted,  the  Gentiana  Pneumonanthe , on  Sul- 
hamfted Common,  and  the  Aftragulus  glycyphyllus , near  Twyford  turnpike.  The 
Galanthus  nivalis  gro'ws  very  plentifully  in  a wild  Hate  in  Ufton  woods,  and  the 
Euphorbia  Lathyris  is  naturalized  on  feveral  ftony  banks  in  the  fame  neighbour- 
hood. 

Mineral  Springs. — The  only  mineral  fprings  of  any  note  in  this  county,  are  thofe 
at  Cumner  and  Sunninghill,  the  firft  a mild  cathartic,  the  other  a very  weak  chaly- 
beate. That  of  Cumner  was  formerly  in  fome  repute,  but  has  been  long  difufed. 
There  is  a ftrong  chalybeate  fpring  called  Gorrick-well,  near  Luckley  Houfe,  in  the 
parifh  of  Wokingham,  and  fome  fprings  near  Windfor,  of  the  nature  of  the 
Epfom  waters  ° . 

Rivers. 

The  principal  rivers  of  Berldhire  are  the  Thames,  the  Kennet,  the  Loddon, 
the  Ock,  the  Lambourn,  and  the  Auborn. 

The  Thames,  the  chief  of  Britifh  rivers,  forms  the  boundary  of  this  county, 
during  a courfe  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  feparating  it  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Oxford  and  Buckingham,  and,  on  its  Berldhire  fide,  palling  by  the  towns 
of  Abingdon,  Wallingford,  Reading,  Maidenhead,  and  Windfor,  and  the  vil- 
lages of  Bufcot,  Eaton-Haftings,  Witham,  Sutton-Courtney,  Streatley,  Pang- 
bourn,  Purley,  Sunning,  Wargrave,  Remenham,  Hurley,  Bilham,  Cookham, 
Bray,  Clewer,  and  Old  Windfor.  It  is  navigable  as  high  as  St.  John’s  bridge 
near  Lechlade,  where  it  fir  ft  becomes  a boundary  to  this  county.  The  bridges 
over  it,  as  far  as  its  courfe  is  connected  with  Berkfhire,  are  Radcot,  an  ancient 
bridge  of  three  arches  on  the  road  from  Faringdon  to  Burford  ; Tadpole  bridge, 
on  the  road  from  Buckland  to  Bampton ; New  bridge p,  on  the  road  from 
Abingdon  to  Whitney  ; Enfham  bridge,  of  fix  arches,  built  about  the  year  1777 
by  the  late  Earl  of  Abingdon,  on  the  road  from  Oxford  to  Gioucefter  ; the  bridge 
leading  from  Oxford  towards  Abingdon q ; Burford  and  Culbam  bridges,  at  and 


0 Mr.  Brokefby,  in  his  letter  on  the  antiquities  and  natural  hiftory  of  England,  printed  in  the 
fixth  vol.  of  Leland:s  Itinerary,  (p.  loo,)  mentions  a fpring  of  this  nature  at  Foli-john,  in  the  parifh  of 
Winkfield. 

p This  bridge,  notwithftanding  its  appellation,  is  a very  ancient  flruclure.  It' has  fix  arches.  Two 
annual  fairs  are  held  at  it  ; March  3 x and  September  28. 

•>  Godftow  bridge,  and  the  bridges  over  the  feveral  flreams  of  the  Thames  in  the  approach  to 
Oxford,  are  all  in  Oxfofdfhire. 

Vol.  I.  C c 
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near  Abingdon,  on  the  road  from  London  to  Cirencefter ; Shillingford  bridge, 
on  the  road  from  Oxford  to  Wallingford  ; Wallingford  bridge ; the  wooden 
bridge  between  Pangbourn  and  Whitchurch,  built  by  aft  of  Parliament  in  1792  ; 
Caverlham  bridge,  near  Reading ; Sunning  bridge  ; flenley  bridge,  formerly  of 
wood,  rebuilt  with  ftone  r in  1787,  after  a defign  of  Mr.  Hayward;  a wooden 
bridge  at  Great  Marlow,  built  in  1789;  Maidenhead  bridge,  formerly  of  wood, 
rebuilt  with  ftone  in  1780,  after  a defign  of  Sir  Robert  Taylor  ; a wooden  bridge 
which  connefts  Windfor  and  Eton,  and  Datchet  bridge. 

An  aft  of  parliament  pafled  in  the  21ft  year  of  King  James  the  Firft  for 
making  the  Thames  navigable  from  Oxford  to  Bercot,  in  Berklhire.  Under  this 
aft  certain  commiflioners  of  fewers  claim  jurifdiftion  for  that  diftrift ; the  com- 
mifli oners  of  the  Thames  claim  jurifdiftion  through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  river 
from  London  to  Lechlade.  Although  from  time  to  time  fome  of  the  moft  ma- 
terial defefts  have  been  occafionally  remedied,  yet  nothing  effeftual  was  done 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  until  after  the  year  1793,  when  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  ftate  of 
the  Thames  navigation.  Mr.  Loveden  of  Bufcot  Park,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  a zealous  advocate  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation,  was  chairman  of 
this  committee.  In  1795,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  to  explain  and  amend 
two  former  afts  of  1771  and  1775,  and  to  give  new  powers  for  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Thames.  Since  the  palling  of  this  aft  the  navigation  has  been 
materially  improved,  particularly  by  the  removal  of  Ihoals  and  the  building  of 
fome  new  locks ; but  much  remains  to  be  done,  the  navigation  being  ftill  tedious 
and  uncertain,  particularly  for  large  veflels.  In  1784  a canal  was  projefted  from 
Lechlade  to  Abingdon,  which  was  to  have  pafled  near  Bufcot,  Eaton-Haftings, 
Faringdon,  Hinton,  Longworth,  Fyfield,  and  Marcham ; but  it  was  fuccefsfully 
oppofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  perfons  who  were  interefted  in  other 
canals.  Some  years  afterwards  it  was  propofed  to  make  a canal  from  Harts 
ferry,  near  New  bridge,  to  Abingdon:  but  this  alfo  was  unfuccefsful.  In  1794, 
a canal  was  propofed  to  be  made  from  Ifleworth  in  Middlefex  to  Datchet  in 
Buckinghamlhire,  palling  through  Horton.  The  bill  for  this  canal  pafled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  was  rejefted  by  the  Lords.  It  is  now  in  contemplation 
to  make  fome  cuts  between  Oxford  and  Lechlade,  for  the  purpofe  of  very  mate- 
rially Ihortening  the  diftance,  and  avoiding  fome  inconveniences  in  the  navigation. 
One  of  the  moft  important  of  thefe  cuts  is  that  intended  to  be  made  from  Tad- 
pole bridge  to  Chimley,  which,  palling  through  Oxfordlhire,  will  fave  a diftance 

1 The  key-ftones  of  this  bridge  are  ornamented  with  malks  of  the  Tame  and  Ifis,  carved  in  ftone 
by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Darner. 
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of  nearly  four  miles.  Another  is  that  from  Botley  to  the  upper  end  of  Cumner 
meadow  through  Berkfhire,  which  will  fave  a diftance  of  more  than  feven  miles 
and  a half  out  of  eleven. 

The  Thames  in  its  courfe  through  Berkfhire,  produces  barbel,  pike,  trout,  and 
various  other  common  fifh,  befides  carp  and  tench,  fuppofed  to  be  brought  thither 
by  floods.  There  are  numerous  fifhing  weirs  on  the  river,  which  are  efteerned 
very  injurious  to  the  navigation.  It  has  been  frequently  propofed  that  an  applica- 
tion fhould  be  made  to  Parliament  for  power  to  purchafe  them. 

The  river  Kennet  having  divided  this  county  from  Wiltfhire  for  about  two 
miles,  enters  it  at  Hungerford,  thence  it  paflfes  by  Avington  and  Kentbury  (to 
which  it  gives  name)  and  between  Hampfled-Marfhal  and  Spene  to  Newbury, 
near  which  town  it  is  joined  by  the  Lambourn.  At  Newbury  it  becomes  naviga- 
ble % and  paffes  thence  through  a rich  vale,  leaving  the  villages  and  hamlets  of 
Thatcham,  Woolhampton,  Beenham,  Englefield,  Theale,  and  Tylehurft,  on  the 
North;  and  Brimpton,  Waling,  Aldermaflon Padworth,  Ufton  and  the  Sul- 
hamfteds  on  the  South,  till  it  reaches  Reading,  between  which  town  and  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Sunning  it  falls  into  the  Thames, -its  courfe  through  this 
county  having  been  nearly  30  miles. 

The  Kennet  produces  a great  variety  of  fifh,  among  which  are  trout,  pike,  barbel, 
perch,  eels,  cray-fifh,  chub,  roach,  and  dace  ; there  are  no  barbel  weft  of  Newbury  ; 
the  trout  of  this  river  have  long  been  celebrated  for  their  fize  and  flavour  ; Fuller 
fpeaks  of  them  in  his  Worthies.  The  editor  of  the  Magna  Britannia  mentions  the 
trout  of  the  Kennet  as  being  of  a prodigious  fize,  and  fpeaks  of  one  45  inches 
in  length,  taken  at  Newbury.  A gentleman  of  that  town  (Mr.  Toomer)  had  in  his 
poflefiion,  not  many  years  ago,  three  trouts  which  weighed  151b.  each,  two  of 
them  had  been  fattened  in  his  flew,  the  other  was  of  that  weight  when  taken  out 
of  the  river.  At  another  time  he  had  a trout  in  his  flew,  which  grew  till  it  at- 
tained the  weight  of  171b.  it  was  given  by  him  to  the  late  Lord  Craven,  who  fent 
it  as  a prefent  to  her  Majefty. 

The  river  Loddon,  the  fubjedt  of  Pope’s  fable  of  Lodona,  rifes  near  Alderfhot 
in  Hampfhire.  At  Biackwater  it  begins  to  be  a boundary  between  that  county 
and  Berkfhire,  and  fo  continues  for  about  eight  miles,  palling  between  Sandhurft 
and  Yately.  It  enters  Berkfhire  in  the  parifh  of  Swallowfield,  and  palling  by  that 
village  and  between  Shinfield  and  Arbor  held,  erodes  the  Wokingham  and  Read- 
ing road  at  Loddon  bridge,  the  Bath  road  at  Twyford,  and  falls  into  the  Thames 

! It  was  made  navigable  from  Newbury  to  Reading  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  which  patted  in  1715. 

1 Near  this  village  it  is  joined  by  the  Aubourn. 
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near  Wargrave  ; its  courfe  after  it  has  entered  this  county  being  about  1 2 miles. 
A brook  called  the  Emme  rifes  near  Bagfhot  rails,  and  paffing  Wokingham  falls 
into  the  Loddon  at  Sandford  mill. 

The  river  Ock  rifes  from  two  or  three  fprings  near  Uffington ; it  paffes  near 
Stanford,  Charney-Baffet,  Lyford,  and  Garford.  In  Hanney  mead  it  is  joined 
by  a brook,  which  rifing  near  Letcombe-Balfet  runs  by  Letcombe-Regis,  Wantage, 
and  Hanney ; it  then  palfes  between  Marcham  and  Drayton,  and  falls  into  the 
Thames  at  Abingdon,  the  whole  of  its  courfe  being  about  20  miles.  The  filh  of 
the  Ock  are  pike,  perch,  gudgeon,  roach,  dace,  and  x:ray-fifh.  The  pike  are 
edeemed  remarkably  fine. 

The  Aubourn  rifes  in  Berk/hire,  near  Inkpen,  but  foon  becomes  a boundary 
between  this  county  and  Hampfhire,  paffing  through  Newtown,  a few  houfes  of 
which  are  on  the  Berkfhire  fide  : it  continues  its  courfe  eaflward  till  it  has  paffed 
a place  called  Hide  End  ; when  bending  northward  it  again  enters  the  county, 
runs  in  an  oblique  direction  between  Brimpton  and  Wafing,  and  falls  into  the 
Kennet  a little  below  the  lad  mentioned  village.  Its  courfe,  from  the  farthed 
fpring  on  Inkpen  common,  to  its  junction  with  the  Kennet,  is  about  17  miles. 

The  Lambourn  rifes  amongd  the  hills  above  the  town  of  the  fame  name, 
and  running  by  the  road  fide  paffes  through  Bockington,  Eadbury,  Ead-Gardon, 
the  two  Sheffords,  Wedon,  Welford,  Eadon,  Wedbrook,  Boxford,  Bagnor, 
Donnington,  and  Shaw  ; near  the  lad  mentioned  place  it  falls  into  the  Kennet, 
its  courfe  being  about  16  miles.  Mod  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  topo- 
graphy of  this  county  relate  that  this  river  is  always  full  in  the  dimmer,  and  its 
dream  entirely  lod  in  the  winter.  The  fame  dory  is  told  in  a poem  by  Jofhua 
Sylveder,  the  tranflator  of  Dubartas.  By  the  tedimony  of  perfons  of  veracity  and 
obfervation,  redding  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  appears  that  little  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  this  tale,  but  that  the  truth  is,  that  the  river  preferves,  during  the 
whole  year,  a pretty  equal  degree  of  fulnefs,  being  feldom  affefted  by  the 
drought  of  dimmer,  or  fubjeft  to  inundations  in  the  winter.  During  the  re- 
markable drought  of  the  dimmer  of  1803,  its  fource  was  completely  dried  up  for 
fome  months.  The  Lambourn  abounds  with  the  fame  fifh  as  the  Kennet,  but  the 
trout  are  of  a paler  colour,  and  not  fo  much  edeemed. 

A dream  which  rifes  at  Ginge,  runs  through  Ead  Hendred,  Steventon,  and 
Milton,  and  falls  into  the  Thames  at  Sutton-Courtney. 

Navigable  Canals. 

The  Wilts  and  Berks  canal,  which  was  undertaken  in  1793,  under  the  dire&ion 
of  Mr.  Whitworth,  is  intended  to  enter  Berkfhire  at  Hackfon  bridge,  near  Shriven- 
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ham,  to  pafs  by  Shrivenham  and  Uffington,  to  leave  Sparlholt  and  Childrey  on  the 
fouth,  to  pafs  by  the  Challows,  and  near  Wantage,  to  which  there  is  to  be  a 
collateral  cut,  and  between  Hanney  and  Drayton  to  Abingdon.  This  canal  is 
finifhed,  excepting  that  part  which  is  to  pafs  through  Berkfhire.  The  digging  has 
lately  been  contradled  for,  as  far  as  Longcot,  a hamlet  of  Shrivenham.  The  Kennet 
and  Avon  canal,  for  the  making  of  which  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1794, 
enters  Berkfhire  at  Hungerford,  and  palfes  parallel  with  the  river  Kennet  to  Newbury: 
the  Berkfhire  part  of  this  canal  is  completed. 

Roads. 

The  great  Bath  road  enters  this  county  at  Maidenhead  Bridge,  and  palfes 
over  Maidenhead  Thicket,  through  Twyford,  to  Reading,  from  whence  it  accom- 
panies, at  a fmall  diftance,  the  courfe  of  the  Kennet  to  Hungerford,  where  it  quits 
the  county  at  about  the  65th  mile  flone.  The  road  from  London  to  Oxford' 
enters  the  county  alfo  at  Maidenhead  Bridge,  and  having  paffed  by  Hurley,  quits  it 
at  Henley  Bridge.  The  Cirencefler  road,  which  branches  off  at  Dorchefler,  enters 
Berkfhire  again  at  Abingdon  5 and,  paffing  through  Fyfield,  Kingflon-Bagpuze, 
Faringdon,  and  Bufcot,  finally  quits  the  county  at  St.  John’s  bridge,  near  Lech- 
lade.  The  road  from  Faringdon  to  Oxford  quits  the  London  road  near  Fyfield, 
and  paffes  through  Tubney  wood  and  Befils-Legh  ; leaving  Cumner  on  the  left, 
it  enters  Oxford  fhire  at  Botley. 

There  are  three  other  roads  from  London  to  Reading,  befides  that  through 
Maidenhead  already  mentioned,  all  of  which  pafs,  for  a confiderable  diftance,  through 
this  county.  One  enters  it  at  Windfor  Great  Park,  and  goes  through  Winkfield 
and  Binfield : another,  called  the  Foreft  Road,  lately  made,  paffes  through  the 
fame  villages  by  a different  courfe  from  Windfor  town  : the  third  enters  this  county 
neaf  the  Virginia  Water,  on  Bagfhot  Heath,  paffing  through  Sunninghill,  Bracknell, 
and  Wokingham,  over  Loddon  Bridge. 

The  road  from  London  to  Wantage  enters  this  county  at  Wallingford,  and 
paffes  through  Brightwell  and  Harwell.  A turnpike  road  is  continued  from 
Wantage,  through  Eaft  Challow  and  Stanford  in  the  Vale,  to  Faringdon. 

The  road  ftrom  Oxford  to  Winchefter  enters  this  county  within  the  fuburbs 
of  Oxford.  It  paffes  through  Abingdon,  Drayton,  Steventon,  Eaft  Ilfley,  Beedon, 
and  Newbury,  about  three  miles  beyond  which  town  it  enters  Hampfhire.  The 
road  to  Hungerford  quits  the  laft-mentioned  road  two  miles  beyond  Steventon,  and 
paffes  through  Wantage  and  Weft  Shefford. 

The  road  from  Oxford  to  Chichefter  enters  this  county  at  Shillingford  Bridge, 
and  paffes  through  Wallingford,  Moulsford,  Streatley,  Bafilden,  Pangbourn,  and 
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Aldermadon : a little  beyond  the  lad-mentioned  village  it  quits  the  county.  From 
Pangbourn  a turnpike  road  continues  through  Purley  to  Reading. 

The  road  from  Reading  to  Bafingdoke  paffes  through  Swallowfield,  and  quits 
the  county  at  the  entrance  of  Heckfield  Heath. 

A turnpike  road,  from  Lambourn  to  Newbury,  paffes  by  the  fide  of  the  Lam- 
bourn  dream  through  Ead  Gardon : the  two  Sheffords,  Welford,  Boxford,  and 
Donnington. 

Mod  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  Berkfliire  are  very  good  : the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
the  private  roads  in  the  fouth  eadern  part  of  the  county,  particularly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Reading ; in  the  Vale  of  White  Horfe,  they  are  very  deep  and  miry, 
and  in  the  winter  feafon  almod  impadable. 

Manufactures. 

Berkshire  was  formerly  one  of  the  principal  feats  of  the  clothing  manufacture, 
which  flourilhed  particularly  in  the  towns  of  Abingdon,  Reading,  and  Newbury ; 
and,  it  is  probable,  extended  itfelf  to  other  neighbouring  towns  and  villages. 
Some  ancient  records  fpeak  of  fulling-mills  at  Ead  Hendred,  which  was  formerly  a 
market  town.  This  manufacture  continued  to  be  carried  on  to  a confiderable  extent, 
in  Fuller’s  time  (the  middle  of  the  17th  century)  ; but  it  foon  afterwards  declined, 
and  has  for  feveral  years  been  wholly  difcontinued.  There  are  fome  cotton  manu- 
factories near  Newbury,  and  a large  paper-mill : another  paper-mill  at  Bagnor,  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  a large  blanket  manufactory  at  Greenham  Mills,  near 
Thatcham.  Sacking,  and  coarfe  weather-proof  coats,  are  made  at  Abingdon  and 
Wantage.  The  filk  manufacture  is  carried  on  at  Wokingham,  to  a fmall  extent. 

In  the  parifh  of  Bifham  are  fome  very  ancient  mills,  called  Temple  Mills,  as 
having  belonged  formerly  to  the  Knights  Templars.  In  the  early  part  of  the  lad 
century,  being  employed  for  making  brafs  and  copper  pans  and  kettles,  they  were 
known  by  the  name  of  Bifham  Abbey  Battery  Works.  The  proprietors  having 
been  engaged  in  the  unfortunate  fpeculations  of  the  South  Sea  year,  the  lofs  occa- 
fioned  by  working  the  Temple  Mills  is  noticed  in  fome  of  the  journals u,  among  the 
bubbles  of  that  memorable  period.  In  1748,  Temple  Mills  continued  to  be 
employed  for  making  brafs  and  copper  pans  and  kettles ; and  there  were  two  other 
mills,  one  for  making  thimbles,  and  the  other  for  p re  fling  oil  from  rape  and  flax 
feed,  both  faid  to  have  been  attended  with  great  advantage  to  the  proprietors x. 
In  1759,  the  mills  were  worked  for  brafs  and  copper  only,  by  their  proprietor, 

* See  Mift’s  Journal,  Nov.  26,  1720.  1 Tour  through  Great'  Britain,  vol.  IV.  8vo.  1748. 

vol.  II.  p.  71. 
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William  Ockenaen  efq.  one  of  the  members  for  the  borough  of  Marlow.  Temple 
Mills  are  now  the  property  of  Owen  Williams  efq.  who  fucceeded  his  late  father  in 
the  representation  of  the  borough  of  Marlow.  The  late  Mr.  Williams  purchafed  the 
mills  in  1788,  of  George  Pengree  efq.  whofe  uncle  was  the. immediate  fucceffor  of 
Mr.  Ockenden.  The  manufactures  now  carried  on  at  thefe  mills,  which  are 
efteemed  forne  of  the  mod  complete  and  powerful  of  the  kind  in  the  kingdom,  are 
confined  to  the  rolling  of  copper  fheets,  for  various  purpofes,  the  rolling  of  copper 
bolts  for  the  navy,  and  other  {hipping,  and  hammering  out  copper  pans  and 
bottoms  for  diftilleries,  &c.  There  was  alfo  a mill  for  drawing  brafs  wire ; but  it 
has  not  been  worked  for  the  lad  eight  or  nine  years. 

Upon  the  whole,  Berklhire  cannot  be  confidered  as  a manufacturing  county,  as 
may  be  clearly  feen  by  the  proportionate  number  of  perfons  employed  in  agricul- 
ture, and  thofe  employed  in  trade,  manufactures,  and  handicraft,  according  to  the 
returns  made  to  Parliament  under  the  Population  Aft,  in  1801  j the  former  being 
38,155,  the  latter  only  16,921. 

Antiquities. 

Roman  Remains. — Traces  of  Roman  buildings  have  been  found  in  the  parilh  of 
White  Waltham,  in  Weycock  field7  in  the  parilh  of  Lawrence  Waltham  % and  at  a 
place  called  Wickham  Rufhes,  near  Csefar’s  Camp,  on  Baglhot  Heath.  Roman 
bricks,  &c.  are  alfo  faid  to  have  been  found  at  Old  Windfor.  Great  quantities 
of  Roman  pottery  were  difcovered  in  1783,  at  a farm  called  the  Roundabout,  near 
Baglhot  Park,  and  alfo  at  Wickham  Bulhes  before  mentioned3.  A large  urn, 
probably  Roman,  was  found  in  Spene-moor,  about  one  mile  and  a half  weft  of 
Newbury,  under  a tumulus  of  earth,  eight  feet  highb.  Roman  coins  and  urns  have 
been  found  at  Lawrence-Waltham,  St.  Leonard’s  Hill,  near  Windfor  % at  Walling- 
ford, on  Bagftiot  Heath,  and  at  Wantage.  Leland  fays,  that  they  were  found 
within  the  camp  on  Sinodun  Hill,  but  none  have  been  feen  there  of  late  years. 
Stukeley^  mentions  a Poman  altar,  dedicated  to  Jupiter,  dug  up  in  1730,  at  Fril- 
iham,  near  Spene.  It  has  been  faid  that  there  are  two  Reman  mile  ftones  between 
Streatley  and  Aldworth d.  We  were  not  able,  on  inquiry  in  the  neighbourhood, 
to  learn  where  they  are  fituated. 


1 Lei.  Itin.  vol.  I.  pref.  p.  ix.  2 Lei.  Itin.  vol.  I.  p.  122.  3 Archaeol.  vol.  VII. 

p.  200.  203.  b Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  L.  p.  109.  115.  c A bronze  lamp,  prefented  by 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  other  antiquities,  were  dug  up  here  in  the 
beginning  of  the  laft  century,  but  it  is  not  certain  that  any  of  them  were  Roman.  d Berklhire 

Queries,  in  vol.  IV.  of  Bibl.  Top.  Brit. 
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Roman  Roads  and  Stations  e. — “ Berkfhire  is  traverfed  by  ancient  roads,  or  rather 
pieces  of  ancient  roads,  in  many  different  directions,  but  there  is  no  county  in  which 
there  is  more  difficulty  to  reconcile  them  to  any  general  theory,  or  to  fix,  with 
precifion,  the  points  to  which  they  tend  ; and  whether  it  is  a caufe  or  a confequence 
of  this  uncertainty,  out  of  no  lefs  than  three  undoubted  Roman  towns  within  the 
prefent  limits  of  Berkfhire,  the  fite  of  one  only  (Spene)  has  been  afcertained,  and 
that  not  without  fome  difficulty : the  name  of  another  ( Bibrade ) is  known,  but 
antiquaries  do  not  agree  in  its  pofition  ; and  though  we  are  enabled  by  the  remains 
of  the  third  to  fix  its  fituation  with  much  probability,  its  name  is  utterly  loft. 

“ The  mod  marked  Roman  road  that  goes  through  any  part  of  Berkfhire,  is  the 
great  road  from  Glevitm  (Gloucefter)  to  London ; nothing  can  be  more  decided 
than  this  road  from  Cirencefter  by  Cricklade,  Stratton , and  Wanborough,  to  its 
entrance  into  this  county,  or  more  ftriking  than  its  elevated  creft,  raifed  many  feet 
above  the  downs,  in  various  parts  of  its  courfe : from  Baydon  it  enters  Berkfhire, 
leaving  Lambourn  and  the  Sheffords  on  its  left,  and  Innholmes  and  Newtown  on  its 
right,  erodes  the  turnpike  road  from  Oxford  to  Hungerford,  between  the  25th  and 
26th  mile  ftones,  and  continues  ftraight,  without  pafling  through  any  village,  till  it 
arrives  at  Wickham  ; one  folitary  ale-houfe,  however,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Hare 
and  Hounds,  (lands  direCtly  upon  it,  being  a half-way  houfe  for  the  drovers  between 
Spene  and  Baydon : from  Wickham  it  goes  over  Wickham  Heath,  and  falls  into 
the  modern  high  road  from  Bath  to  London,  near  the  58th  mile  ftone,  in  lefs  than 
a mile  after  which  it  muft  have  reached  the  ftation  of  Spina,  or  Spene. 

“ No  antiquities  have  been  difeovered  to  fix  the  exact  fite  of  this  town;  but  the 
name  and  diftance  are  fufficient  to  convince  us,  that  it  muft  have  been  within  the 
parifh  of  Spene;  and  the  neighbouring  town  of  Newbury  has  probably  rifen 
from  its  ruins : indeed  an  argument  may  be  brought  from  the  Itineraries,  which  will 
reduce  this  point  almoft  to  a demonftration ; becaufe  the  two  Roman  roads, 
travelled  in  the  13th  of  Antonine  and  12th  of  Richard,  one  from  Durocornoviutn , 
and  the  other  from  Aqua  Solis , appear  to  have  met  at  Spina , which  is  confirmed  by 
the  courfe  of  parts  of  thefe  roads,  vifible  at  the  prefent  hour ; but  it  is  impoflible 
for  two  roads  going  to  London,  qne  from  Cirencefter,  and  the  other  from  Bath,  to 
have  met  at  any  other  place  than  in  the  parifh  of  Spene,  according  to  the  diftances 
afligned  in  the  Itineraries. 

“ So  far  we  have  proceeded  with  fome  degree  of  certainty ; but  the  courfe  of  the 
Roman  road  from  Spina  to  London  has  never  yet  been  afcertained  : there  are  two 
lines  it  may  have  taken  ; the  firft  towards  Silchefter,  to  which  it  feems  to  point 
when  laft  feen,  and  where  it  would  join  the  great  weftern  Roman  road  from  Old 
Sarum  to  London  ; or  it  may  have  continued  eafterly  more  in  the  courfe  of  the 

' Communicated  by  the  Bithop  of  Cloyne.  See  note,  p 25. 
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prefent  Bath  road  to  Lawrence- Waltham,  and  eroded  the  Thames  at  Bray,  which 
many  writers  fuppofe  to  have  been  Bibrade.  I am  rather  inclined  to  prefer  the 
former  courfe ; and  to  the  objection,  that  the  itinerary  diflance  from  Spina  to 
Calle-va  (if  Silchefler  be  Calleva ) is  more  than  the  real  diflance,  it  maybe  anfwered, 
that  the  Roman  road  might  have  proceeded  fome  miles  in  the  line  of  the  prefent 
turnpike  road,  till  it  met  the  road  from  Silchefler  to  Streatley,  or  Wallingford, 
which  falls  into  it  near  the  village  of  Thatcham,  and  this  little  detour  would  give 
the  number  of  miles  wanted. 

“ The  Roman  road  from  Silchefler  to  London,  above-mentioned,  pafled  in  all 
probability  through  the  fouth-eaflern  borders  of  this  county,  by  Park  Lane,  Stanford \ 
and  Finchampftead.  Traces  of  it  appear  for  fome  miles  on  Bagfhot  heath,  not  far 
from  Wickham  Bufhes,  where  it  is  called  the  Devil’s  Caufeway,  being  raifed  with 
a trench  on  each  fide  of  it,  and  not  lefs  than  go  feet  wided ; it  feems  to  bear  for 
Old  Windfor  or  Staines,  in  a line  on  the  other  fide  of  which,  on  Hounflow  heath, 
it  was  plainly  difeovered  by  General  Roy,  at  the  fide  of  our  modern  weflern  road. 

It  mufl  alfo  be  obferved,  that  near  the  courfe  we  fuppofe  this  Roman  road  to  have 
taken,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  Bagfhot  Park,  and  at  the  fame  diflance  from 
the  crofs  road  leading  from  Bagfhot  to  Bracknell,  in  a farm  above  Heatly  Bottom, 
called  Roundabout,  Roman  pottery  has  been  found,  and  part  of  a Roman  camp; 
the  fame  kind  of  pottery  has  alfo  been-  found  in  great  abundance  near  Wickham 
Bufhes e : all  which  tends  to  confirm  the  idea,  that  the  great  weflern  road  to  London, 
in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  paffed  through  or  near  this  part  of  the  county  of  Berks. 
By  attending  carefully  to  the  bearings  of  the  Devil’s  Caufeway  where  it  is  vifible, 
more  accurate  conjectures  may  be  formed  of  its  courfe. 

c<  It  is  yet  uncertain  whether  traces  of  any  Roman  road  remain  between  Silchefler 
and  Streatley  on  the  Thames'",  between  Silchefler  and  Wallingford,  and  between 

Silchefler 

A Gough’s  Camden,  Vol.  I.  p.  164.  This  was  levelled  when  the  ridings  were  cut  acrofs  the  heath, 
and  is  now  called  the  Devil’s  Riding.  0 Archseolog.  ut  fup. 

f Dr.  Beke,  profeffor  of  modern  hiftory  at  Oxford,  in  a paper  read  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
Ftb.  9,  1S04,  fuppofes  Moulsford  on  the  Thames,  to  have  been  the  Thamefs  of  the  1 8th  iter  of  Richard, 
of  Cirencefter  ; from  which  place  he  fuppofes  the  road  to  have  proceeded  through  Sotwell  and 
Cholfey,  and  from  thence  through  Streatley,  Pangbourn,  Englefteld,  and  Sulhamfted,  towards 
Silchefter. 

The  Profeffor  (as  well  Mr.  Reynolds  in  his  Commentary  on  the  Iter  Britanniarum)  fuppofes  the 
Roman  ftation  of  Calleva  to  have  been  at  Coleyr  manor,  near  Reading  ; and  that  the  Iken-eld-ftreet 
eroded  the  Thames  at  Moulsford,  and  not  at  Streatley  as  is  commonly  hippofed.  Mr.  Coates,  in  his 
-Hiftory  of  Pleading,  p.462,  obferves  upon  this  conjecture  “ that  there  are  no  traces  of  a Roman 
road  or  vicinal  way  leading  to  Reading,  nor  have  any  coins  or  other  remains  of  the  Romans  been  ever 
difeovered  there.” 
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Silchefter  and  Lawrence-Waltham  : it  is  faid  that  there  are  fome  traces  of  the  latter  to 
be  found  near  Mr.  Palmer’s  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wokingham.  There  is  a 
great  bank  fouth  of  the  Kennet,  and  another  as  remarkable  north  of  it ; and  though 
the  laft,  which  is  called  the  Giant’s  Caufeway,  certainly  bears  towards  the  ford  of 
the  lkening-Street,  over  the  Thames  at  Streatley,  yet  both  of  them  appear  to  me 
to  have  been  rather  the  boundaries  of  fome  Britilh  tribe,  than  parts  of  any  Roman 
road : and  it  is  by  no  means  impoffible  that  the  former  may  be  the  continuation 
of  Wanfdike,  the  eaftern  end  of  which  is  unknown. 

“ The  Ikening  or  Ikeneld-Street , whofe  courfe  we  have  before  traced  through  Bed- 
fordfhire  to  the  borders  of  this  county,  enters  Berkfhire  by  a ford  over  the  Thames 
at  Streatley,  Hill  preferving  its  old  charafter,  with  no  marks  of  having  been  paved  or 
raifed  ; and  here,  as  in  many  other  places,  it  divides  into  two  great  branches : one  of 
thefe,  under  the  name  of  the  Ridgway , continues  on  the  edge  of  the  high  ground  by 
Cuckhamfley,  Letcombe,  and  White-horfe  hill,  into  Wiltlhire,  and  this  I conceive 
to  be  the  proper  lkening-Street ; while  the  other,  under  the  name  of  the  WJiridge , 
according  to  Stukeley,  goes  by  Hampftead  Hermitage,  and  the  long  lane,  towards 
Newbury  and  Street  to  Old  Sarumg. 

Dr.  Beke  mentions  part  of  a Roman  road  from  Silchefter,  palling  in  a right  line  almoft  due  eaft 
through  Stratfield-Mortimer,  Stratfield-Say,  and  Stratlield-Turgin,  falling  into  the  great  Weftern-road 
near  Blackwater ; and  another  on  the  Berkfhire  hills  called  the  Old-ftreet  way,  which  may  be  traced 
from  Wantage  to  Thatcham,  from  whence  it  was  probably  continued  to  Silchefter.  He  alfo  men, 
tions  “ a remarkable  fofs,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Silchefter  on  the  north-weft,  which  begins 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  Ufton  church,  and  runs  ftraight  throoigh  the  whole  of  the 
parifhes  of  Ufton,  Padworth,  and  Aldermafton,  excepting  where  interrupted  in  two  or  three  places  by 
boggy  vallies  of  very  fmall  extent.  The  common  people  call  it  Grimmer’s  Dike.” 

! Mr.  Wife  has  defcribed  the  courfe  of  the  Ikeneld-ftreet,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  Berkfhire,  the 
Ickleton-way,  as  proceeding  from  Streatley  on  the  Thames  to  Blewbury,  but  is  uncertain  of  its  courfe 
from  hence  to  Wantage  ; “ but  immediately  after  it  has  paffed  Wantage,  it  goes,  as  he  obferves,  by 
its  true  name  Ickleton-way,  all  under  the  hills  (as  before,  under  the  Chiltern  through  Bucks  and 
Oxfordfhire)  between  them  and  Childrey,  Sparfholt,  Uffington,  and  the  Whitehorfc-hill,  leaving 
Woolfton  and  Compton  on  the  right  hand;  thence  to  Afhbury  and  Bifnopfton,  pointing  towards 
Abury  in  Wiltlhire. ” We  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  notice  of  its  courfe  from  Wantage 
to  Streatley  by  Mr.  Church,  furveyor  of  Wantage.  “ The  Ickleton-way  has  been  ploughed  up  acrofs 
Wantage  Eaftfield  till  it  enters  Charlton  (a  hamlet  of  Wantage),  it  then  paftes  through  Weft  Lockinge. 
It  is  loft  acrofs  Mr.  Baftard’s  park  in  Eaft  Lockinge,  but  appears  again  from  that  park  to  Ginge 
brook,  in  Ardington  parifh.  It  paftes  by  White’s  barn  in  Sparfholt-Court  manor,  and  is  afterwards 
ploughed  up  for  fome  way,  but  appears  again,  after  crofting  the  Newbury-way,  by  Wiltfhire’s 
and  Halve-hill  barns,  in  Eaft  Hendred  parifh  ; from  thence  through  the  parifhes  of  Harwell,  Well 
Hagbourne,  and  the  hamlet  of  Upton,  to  the  village  of  Blewbury,  and  through  the  parifhes  of 
Afton-Tirrold,  and  Cholfey,  to  Moulsford  on  the  Thames,  and  thence  to  Streatley ; from  Upton 
to  Streatley,  it  forms  part  of  the  new  turnpike  road  from  Wantage  to  Reading.”  1 
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sc  Another  very  old,  and  perhaps  a Roman  road  enters  the  county  on  its  north 
weflerly  borders  from  Wiltfhire,  under  the  name  of  the  Port-way,  a title  common 
to  Roman  roads  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  : it  paifes  near  Uffington,  Wantage, 
and  Hendred,  and  feems  to  point  for  fome  fpot  fouth  of  Wallingford.  If  it  croffed 
the  Thames  below  Wallingford,  it  may  poffibly  join  the  road  leading  from  Dor- 
chefler  to  London.  Traces  of  a road  from  this  north  part  of  Berkfhire  are  alfo 
vifible  between  Wantage  and  Thatcham,  under  the  name  of  the  Old  Street,  from 
whence  it  probably  proceeded  towards  Silchefler. 

“ The  only  certain  itinerary  Jiations  within  the  limits  of  Berkfhire,  are  Spina  and 
BibraEie.  With  refpebl  to  the  firfl,  the  refemblance  of  the  name,  the  bearing  of  the 
different  roads,  the  diflance  and  other  marks,  as  I obferved  before,  well  known  to 
antiquaries,  have  led  all  writers  to  agree  on  fixing  it  at  or  near  Spene  ; but  there  is 
greater  difference  of  opinion  in  determining  on  the  fite  of  BibraEle.  Mr.  Whitaker, 
in  p.  43  of  the  appendix  to  the  firfl  vol.  of  his  Hiflory  of  Manchefter,  is  flrenuous 
for  Bray  : but  Bray  mufl  be  at  leafl  25  miles  from  London  by  the  nearefl  road 
and  the  1 2th  iter  of  Richard,  from  which  alone  we  obtain  any  notice  of  this  flation, 
places  BibraEle  at  the  diflance  only  of  20 ; nor  can  I learn  that  any  traces  of  a 
Roman  road  have  been  difcovered  either  to  the  W.  or  E.  of  the  town,  or  that  any 
coins,  or  bricks,  or  other  confiderable  marks  of  a flation,  have  been  dug  up  on  the 
fuppofed  fite  of  it.  We  cannot  therefore  decide  on  this  point  till  after  a more  ac- 
curate examination : at  the  fame  time,  we  muft  allow  that  Bray  has  as  fair  a claim  as 
any  place  in  its  neighbourhood,  (though  the  diflance  perhaps  might  better  fuit  Old 
Windfor,)  to  the  honour  of  having  been  a Roman  flation. 

“ I am  not  ignorant  that  a third  itinerary  flation,  that  of  Pontes  mentioned  in  the 
7th  iter  of  Antonine,  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  antiquaries  to  be  fituated  in  Berk- 
fhire, and  that  Mr.  Horfley  in  particular,  whofe  opinion  is  always  entitled  to  refpeft, 
inclines  to  place  it  either  at  Old  Windfor  or  St.  Leonard’s  hill ; but  as  what  has 
been  advanced  on  this  fubjefl  is  merely  conjectural,  and  the  arguments  feem  in  my 
opinion  to  be  more  in  favour  of  Staines,  we  cannot  reckon  Pontes  among  the  Berk- 
fliire flations,  its  fite  being  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Thames,  without  flronger 
reafons  than  have  yet  been  produced. 

“ It  is  an  odd  circumflance,  that  while  Spina  and  BibraEle , which  are  two  ac- 
knowledged Roman  towns,  have  no  certain  remains  to  identify  their  fituations, 
there  fhould  be  another  town  in  the  fame  county,  abounding  in  Roman  remains, 
of  whofe  ancient  name  we  are  ignorant  : this  is  Wallingford,  which  appears  to  have 
been  of  great  importance  fo  early  as  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  where  the  form 
of  the  ramparts,  not  the  caflle  which  is  of  later  date,  is  pronounced  by  many 
judges  to  be  Roman,  and  where  coins  of  the  Emperors  Pofthumus,  Gordianus,  &c. 
have  been  often  found.  Thefe  circumflances  have  led  all  our  antiquaries  to  agree 
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in  fixing  a Roman  town  on  its  fite,  and  fome  have  given  it  the  name  of  Calleva  : 
but  the  7 th  iter  of  Antonine,  which  fiates  Calleva  to  be  44  miles  from  London 
and  22  from  Winchefter,  appears  decifive  againd  that  idea  ; for  Wallingford  is  at 
leaf!  46  miles,  meafured  from  Hyde  Park  corner,  from  the  fird  of  thefe  cities,  and 
not  lefs  than  35  miles  from  the  other;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  fum  of  the 
miles  in  this  7th  iter  agreeing  exaftly  with  the  particulars,  we  are  not  at  liberty  to 
alter  any  of  the  numbers : Wallingford  therefore  feems  to  have  been  a Roman 
town,  the  name  of  which  has  not  come  down  to  us. 

“ There  are  two  banks  and  ditches  running  north  and  fouth  over  Greenham 
heath,  and  another  in  the  lhme  dire&ion  over  Mortimer  heath,  which  fome  have 
fuppofed  was  part  of  a Roman  road  towards  Streatley  or  Wallingford.” 

Ancient  Church  Architcclure. — Berklhire  affords  many  fpecimens  of  the  Saxon 
architecture,  the  mod  remarkable  of  which  is  Avington  church.  This  building  re- 
mains nearly  in  its  original  date  ; it  is  frnall  and  quite  plain  on  the  outfide  ; wdthin 
the  walls  it  meafures  75  feet  by  14  feet  7 inches.  The  nave  is  feparated  from  the 
chancel  by  an  arch  richly  ornamented  with  zig-zag  moulding,  and  a great 
variety  of  grotefque  heads,  fpringing  from  two  enriched  piers,  which  lean 
outwards f ; The  arch  is  remarkable,  being  formed  of  the  fegments  of  two  circles 
having  different  centres.  The  chancel  appears  to  have  had  originally  a groined  roof 
of  done,  the  lower  part  of  fome  of  the  groins  remain,  which  are  enriched  with  rofes. 
At  the  ead  end  are  three  frnall  round-headed  window's. 

In  the  churches  of  St.  Nicholas  at  Abingdon,  Aldermadon,  Chaddleworth, 
Charney g , Childrey,  Cholfey,  Hanney,  Hatford,  North  Hinkfey,  Hurley,  Kent- 
bury,  Shalbourn,  Shaw,  Stanford-Dingley,  and  St.  Leonard  at  Wallingford,  and 
in  the  ancient  chapel  of  Little  Coxwell,  are  doors  with  circular  arches,  and  zig-zag 
and  other  Saxon  mouldings  and  ornaments.  Sunning-hill  church  is  an  ancient 
Saxon  building.  On  the  impod  moulding  of  one  of  the  arches  of  the  tower, 
between  the  nave  and  chancel,  is  an  infeription  in  very  ancient  chara&ers  (fee  the 
annexed  plate,  fig.  2.),  which  may  be  read  thus  : Undecimo  Kalendarum  Martii 
obiit  L'tvingus  Prejbiter  h. 

1 This  appears  to  have  been  their  original  pofition,  fince  the  outfide  walls  are  upright  ; a fimilar  effedl 
may  be  obferved  in  feveral  of  our  ancient  Saxon  churches. 

s There  is  a rude  piece  of  fculpture  in  bas-relief  on  the  north  wall  of  this  church,  which  has 
probably  been  placed  under  the  arch  of  a door-way. 

h There  are  fome  obfervations  on  this  infeription  in  the  Archaeologia,  vol.  ii.  p.  129,  by  the  late 
Dean  Milles,  who  obferves  that  the  ftyle  and  fituation  of  the  infeription  fhew  it  to  have  been  rather 
commemorative  than  fepulchral ; and  that  the  name  of  Livi/igus  occurs  frequently  as  a Saxon  proper 
name,  and  the  Saxon  names  being  difufed  after  the  Conqueft,  makes  it  probable  that  this  pritft  lived 
n.ot  long  after  this  period. 
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The  nave  of  Windfor  church  may  be  clafled  among  the  fpecimens  of  Saxon 
architecture  in  this  county  ; the  arches  are  circular  and  the  columns  maflive,  with 
Saxon  ornaments.  The  chui'ches  of  Padworth,  Bucklebury,  Thatcham,  and  Tid- 
marlh,  exhibit  confiderable  remains  of  the  more  enriched  Saxon  architecture, 
wherein  we  fee  maflive  pillars  and  circular  arches  enriched  with  a profufion  of 
ornaments;  among  which  many  of  thofe  ufed  by  the  Romans  may  be  diftinguifhed. 
The  Chancels  of  Padworth,  Finchampfted  and  Remenham  churches  are  femi- 
circular  at  the  eaft  end ; that  of  Tidmarfh  terminates  in  the  half  of  an  hexagon. 
The  door  of  the  fchool-houfe  at  Wantage,  formerly  a chapel,  has  a circular 
arch  enriched  with  fpiral  mouldings  and  grotefque  heads. 

The  doors  of  Sparfholt,  Shilling-ford,  and  Lambourn  churches,  have  circular 
arches  with  fome  of  the  Saxon  ornaments,  and  flender  fliafts  on  each  fide,  in  the 
ftyle  of  the  early  Gothic  architecture,  after  the  introduction  of  which  it  is  pro- 
bable that  thefe  works  were  executed. 

Great  Shefford  and  Welford  churches  having  circular  towers  at  the  weft  end, 
with  fmall  round-headed  windows,  may  be  clafled  with  the  Saxon  buildings ; an 
oCtangular  ftory  has  been  added  to  the  former,  and  a Gothic  fpire  to  the  latter. 
In  Sutton-Courtney  church,  fome  of  the  arches  which  are  flightly  pointed  have 
the  zig-zag  and  other  Saxon  mouldings  ; the  capitals  of  the  pillars,  and  the  win- 
dows of  the  tower,  are  alfo  in  the  Saxon  ftyle. 

The  churches  of  Ufftngton,  Englefield,  and  Faringdon,  and  the  chapel  at 
Little  Faringdon,  exhibit  fome  ftriking  fpecimens  of  the  early  Gothic.  Uffington 
church  is  large  and  handfome,  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  and  retains  much  of  its 
original  architecture  ; the  windows  are  lancet-ihaped,  with  flender  detached  pillars.. 
Englefield  church  has  maflive  columns  between  the  north  and  fouth  aifle,  the  capi- 
tals of  which  are  ornamented  with  flowers,  &c.  The  arches  are  pointed  ; the  win- 
dow at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aifle  is  remarkably  elegant,  having  three  lancet- 
ihaped  lights,  between  which  are  flender  detached  pillars  ; fome  parts  of  this 
-window  are  enriched  with  flowers h.  The  chancel  of  Faringdon  church  has- 
fmall  lancet-ihaped  windows  ; the  nave  has  circular  arches  and  maflive  columns, 
the  capitals  of  which  are  enriched  with  flowers ; the  tower  is  fupported  by  large 
cluftered  columns  and  pointed  arches.  Beedon  and  Cheveley  churches  have  alfo 
narrow  pointed  windows  with  flender  pillars.  Welford  church  has  confiderable 
remains  of  the  early  Gothic  ftyle  in  the  chancel,  and  in  the  elegant  fpire,  which 
has  been  engrafted  on  the  more  ancient  circular  tower  at  the  weft  end.  Some 

* Thefe  flowers  of  four  petals  are  a prevailing  embellifnment  of  the  early  Gothic  architecture  s 
they  are  frequently  placed  within  deep  hollow  mouldings-,  when  they  produce  a very  rich 
cffett. 
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remains  of  this  ftyle  are  aifo  to  be  feen  in  three  arches  behind  the  altar,  and  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  cloifter  in  St.  George’s  chapel  at  Windfor,  being  part  of 
the  building  ereQed  there  by  King  Henry  the  Third,  in  the  27th  year  of  his 
reign. 

This  county  exhibits  very  few  good  examples  of  the  Gothic  archite&ure  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  The  church  of  Shottefbrook,  which  was  built  about  the  year  1337 
by  Sir  William  Truffel,  is  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  with  a plain  fpire  in  the  centre. 
The  upper  part  of  the  eaft  window  of  the  chancel  is  elegantly  ramified  ; as  is  alfo 
that  of  Warfield,  which  appears  to  be  of  about  the  fame  age.  The  arches  againft 
the  north  and  fouth  walls  of  Aldworth  church,  over  the  tombs  of  the  De  la 
Beches,  are  much  enriched  with  quatrefoils,  rofes,  crockets,  & c.  in  the  prevail- 
ing tafte  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third. 

The  only  example  of  any  confequence  in  Berkfture,  of  the  latter  ftyle  of  Gothic 
archite&ure,  is  St.  George’s  chapel  at  Windfor,  unqueftionably  one  of  the  moll 
complete  and  fplendid  now  exifting  : every  part  of  it  appears  to  have  been 
finifhed  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  it  is  in  a date  of  the  mofl  perfeft  prefervation. 
The  vaulted  roof  of  this  edifice,  and  indeed  every  part  of  the  infide,  is  enriched 
with  a great  profufion  of  tracery,  including  an  infinite  variety  of  devices.  It  was 
begun  by  King  Edward  the  Fourth,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Richard  Beau- 
champ, Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  but  was  not  finifhed  till  the  reign  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth.  After  the  death  of  Bifhop  Beauchamp  in  1482,  Sir  Reginald  Bray, 
prime  minifter  to  King  Henry  the  Seventh,  had  the  chief  management  of  the  build- 
ing ; and  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  magnificent  fabrick  is  as  much  indebted  to  the  good 
tafte  of  that  ftatefman  for  its  beautiful  decorations,  as  its  completion  was  af- 
fifted  by  the  liberality  of  his  pecuniary  contributions. 

Ancient  Jlained  Glafs. — In  the  eaft  window  of  the  chancel  of  Warfield  and  of 
Shottefbrook  churches,  there  are  confiderable  remains  of  ftained  glafs  in  the 
upper  compartments,  apparently  coeval  with  the  buildings,  which  are  in  the  ftyle 
of  the  fourteenth  century.  In  great  Shefford  and  Childrey  churches  there  are 
fome  remains,  but  of  no  great  confequence.  The  great  weft  window  of  St. 
George’s  chapel  at  Windfor  is  filled  with  ancient  ftained  glafs,  confifting  of  a 
great  variety  of  fingle  figures  of  faints,  coats  of  arms,  &c.  colle&ed  from  the 
different  windows  of  the  chapel,  and  put  together  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Lockman,  Dean  of  Windfor  in  1774. 

Rood-Lofts , Gothic  Niches,  &c. — In  Marchamand  Sutton-Courtney  churches  there 
are  wooden  rood-lofts.  In  Great  Shefford  church,  near  the  north  door,  is  a niche 

richly 
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richly  ornamented  with  pinnacles,  &c.  In  Fifield,  over  the  altar,  a rich  border 
of  foliage  in  ftone-work ; in  the  centre,  a niche  for  an  image,  with  open  arches 
and  rich  Gothic  canopies. 

Fonts . — Moft  of  the  ancient  fonts  in  this  county  are  circular;  feveral  of  them 
which  are  of  this  form  are  varioufly  ornamented.  Avington  is  furrounded  with  gro- 
tefque  figures  rudely  executed  in  bas-relief ; Clewer,  Enborne,  and  Sulham- 
fted-Abbots,  with  circular  arches  and  a zig-zag  moulding ; Bright-Walton, 
with  circular  interlaced  arches ; Woolhampton,  with  plain  circular  arches,  in  one  of 
which  is  a rude  figure  in  bas-relief  holding  a key  in  his  right  hand  and  a book  in 
his  left:  Purley  has  a zig-zag  moulding  with  grotefque  heads,  and  round  inter- 
laced arches ; Great  Shefford  has  rich  fcrolls  of  foliage,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  en- 
riched Saxon  architecture  : Sutton-Courtney  is  furrounded  with  Saxon  arches 
and  pillars,  between  which  are  flowers  and  foliage  ; Finchampited,  with  beaded 
and  plain  mouldings ; Welford,  with  circular  interlaced  arches  refting  on  pillars  in 
the  early  Gothic  ftyle  : Childrey  is  of  lead,  and  evidently  very  ancient,  having 
the  figure  of  an  abbot  feveral  times  repeated.  Englefield  is  in  the  early  Gothic 
ftyle,  with  trefoil  arches,  and  rofes.  The  font  at  Shotteforook  is  oCtangular, 
with  Gothic  arches,  enriched  with  crockets,  pinnacles,  &c. ; that  at  Hurley  is 
alfo  octangular,  and  ornamented  with  Gothic  tracery.  Moft  of  the  other  fonts 
in  this  county  are  little  ornamented  and  unworthy  of  notice. 

Stone  Stalls  and  Fifcince. — The  moft  remarkable  ftone  ftalls  in  the  Berklhire 
churches  are  in  thofe  of  Faringdon,  Welford,  Uflmgton,  Spariholt,  and  Warfield. 
The  three  firft  are  probably  of  the  age  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  and  coeval  with 
the  churches,  which  are  of  the  earlieft  ftyle  of  Gothic  architecture.. 

The  ftone  ftalls  at  Faringdon  are  three  in  number,  and  of  equal  height ; the 
piers  or  pillars  by  which  they  were  feparated,.  are  gone  ; a pifcina  with  a plain 
trefoil  arch,  is  attached  to  them  at  the  eaft  end.  Thofe  in  Welford  church  are  alfo 
three  in  number,  one  of  them  higher  than  the  other'  two ; they  are  feparated 
by  detached  pillars,  having  plain  bafes  and  capitals  enriched  with  foliage.  In 
Uflmgton  church  are  three  ftone  ftalls  of  unequal  heights,  with  a pifcina  adjoin- 
ing; they  much  refemble  thofe  at  .Welford,  except  that  the  capitals  of  the  pillars 
are  plain,  and  the  arches  more  pointed. 

Thofe  in  Warfield  and  Spariholt  churches  are  in  the  more  enriched  ftyle  of  the 
14th  century.  The  former  are  three  in  number  and  of  equal  height,  with  a pifcina 
adjoining.  In  Spariholt  church  are  three  ftone  ftalls  and  a pifcina , uniform  and 
richly  ornamented  with  trefoils,  crockets,  finials,  and  pinnacles ; the  ftalls  are 
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feparated  by  detached  pillars,  with  plain  capitals  and  bales.  The  three  done  flails 
In  Shottefbrook  church,  with  a pifcina  adjoining,  are  plain  with  trefoil  arches, 
and  coeval  with  the  church,  which  was  built  about  the  year  1337.  In  Chil- 
drey  church  are  three  of  equal  height,  with  plain  trefoil  arches ; the  fame  num- 
ber in  Fifield  church,  with  a pifcina.  Aldworth,  Steventon,  Tidmarfh,  and 
Harwell  churches  have  two  done  dalls  in  each.  Adjoining  to  thofe  at  Harwell 
is  a pifcina.  In  Avington  church  there  is  a dngle  feat,  with  a plain  circular  arch 
and  a pifcina.  In  Compton-Beauchamp  is  one  long  done  feat  with  an  arm  on 
each  fide  ; and  there  is  a pifcina , the  body  of  which  is  detached  from  the  wall.  In 
Eaton-EIadings  is  one  done  feat  with  a plain  pointed  arch. 

Ancient  Tombs. — In  the  chancel  of  Woolhampton  church  there  is  the  following 
infcription  round  a blue  dab  : — “ Hie  jacet  Ricardus  de  Herclond  Red  or  hujus 
led  conditor  cancelli.  From  the  form  of  the  windows  of  the  chapel,  which  are 
narrow  and  lancet-draped,  and  alfo  from  that  of  the  letters  of  the  infcription,  it  feems 
to  be  of  the  thirteenth  century 

There  are  many  rich  examples  in  this  county  of  the  tombs  of  the  fourteenth 
century;  being,  for  the  mod  part,  thofe  of  Crufaders,  under  ogee  arches,  varioudy 
decorated.  The  mod  remarkable  are  thofe  in  Aldworth  church,  where  are  to  be 
feen  no  fewer  than  eight  altar  tombs,  with  the  effigies  of  the  deceafed : fix  of  thefe 
are  arranged  under  arches,  againd  the  north  and  fouth  walls  of  the  church ; the 
two  others  under  the  arches  between  the  nave  and  fouth  aide.  The  arches  in  the 
north  aide  are  the  mod  perfect  ; they  are  richly  ornamented  with  trefoils,  rofes, 
crockets,  pinnacles,  &c.  In  the  fouth  aide,  the  fird  tomb  from  the  ead  end  has  the 
effigies  of  a man  in  plated  armour,  with  furcoat,  drawing  his  fword : he  appears  to 
have  been  crofs-legged  ; but  the  legs  and  left  hand  are  broken  off.  The  fecond 
tomb  from  the  ead  end  has  the  effigies  of  a female,  in  a long  loofe  robe,  with  her 
left  hand  on  her  bread  ; the  right  hand  is  gone.  There  are  the  remains  of  figures 
of  angels  fupporting  her  pillow.  The  third  tomb,  in  this  aide,  has  the  mutilated 
figure  of  a man,  who  appears  to  have  been  habited  in  a coat  which  reaches  below 
the  knees : the  hands  have  been  joined  in  prayer. 

The  effigies  on  the  altar  tombs  under  the  three  arches,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
church,  are  all  of  Crufaders.  The  fird  from  the  ead  end  is  in  plated  armour, 
a good  deal  ornamented,  with  a furcoat.  This  figure  is  much  mutilated.  The  head 
is  raifed,  being  fupported  by  the  right  hand.  The  fecond  figure,  under  the  central 
arch  of  the  north  aide,  appears  to  be  of  Totternhoe  done : it  is  a good  deal  muti- 
lated : his  right  hand  is  on  his  bread,  the  left  on  the  handle  of  his  fword : on  his 


* See  plate,  page  204,  fig.  x. 
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left  arm  is  a fhield.  He  has  a head-piece  and  gorget  of  mail,  with  a furcoat. 
This  figure  is  fix  feet  four  inches  in  length,  and  the  laft-mentioned  figure  feven 
feet  two  inches.  Thofe  on  the  other  tombs  in  this  church  do  not  appear,  when 
perfect,  to  have  exceeded  the  common  fize,  though  they  have  been  often  defcribed 
as  of  gigantic  proportions.  The  figure  at  the  wed  end  of  the  north  aide,  which  is 
in  plated  armour,  with  a furcoat,  is  much  mutilated.  Between  the  nave  and  fouth 
aide,  under  the  arch  next  to  the  chancel,  on  a large  altar  tomb,  are  the  figures  of 
a knight  and  his  lady,  much  mutilated  : he  appears  in  plated  armour,  with  a furcoat, 
having  a dog  under  each  leg,  and  a lion  at  his  feet ; under  his  head  is  a helmet. 
The  head  of  the  lady  is  broken  off:  die  has  a dog  at  her  feet.  This  appears  to 
have  been  the  tomb  of  Nicholas  Lord  De  la  Beche1.  Under  the  next  arch  is 
the  mutilated  figure  of  a knight,  in  plated  armour  and  furcoat.  All  thefe  tombs 
in  Aldworth  church  have  been  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  family  of  De  la 
Beche ; if  they  were  fo,  it  is  probable  that  Nicholas  Lord  De  la  Beche,  who  built 
the  church,  erected  fome  of  them  in  memory  of  his  anceftors,  who  had  not  actually 
been  buried  at  that  place,  fince  their  number  feems  too  great  for  the  fuccefiive 
poffeffors  of  Aldworth,  who  were  of  the  De  la  Beche  family. 

In  the  chancel  of  Sparffiolt  church  there  is  an  altar  tomb,  ornamented  with 
tracery  and  fhields,  on  which  is  the  effigies  of  a Crufader,  under  an  ogee  arch,  richly 
ornamented  with  trefoils,  crockets,  &c.j  a fimilar  tomb  and  arch  are  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  chancel,  without  any  effigies.  In  the  fouth  tranfept  of  the  fame  church, 
under  the  fouth  window,  are  two  altar  tombs,  on  each  of  which  is  the  effigies  of  a 
lady,  carved  in  wood,  in  a long  robe,  with  veil  and  wimple,  and  angels  fupporting 
the  pillow.  At  the  feet  of  one  of  the  figures  are  two  dogs,  and  of  the  other  a 
lionefs  : the  fide  of  one  of  thefe  tombs  is  ornamented  with  nine  figures  of  armed 
knights,  in  different  attitudes,  under  arches  enriched  with  foliage  ; they  appear 
to  be  coeval  with  the  tranfept  in  which  they  (land.  In  the  fame  place  is  the  muti- 
lated figure  of  a knight,  carved  in  wood,  reding  on  a flab  of  ftone  on  the  floor  : 
he  is  in  plated  armour  and  furcoat,  having  a lion  at  his  feet. 

Under  the  north  window  of  the  north  tranfept  of  Childrey  church,  beneath  an 
ogee  arch,  ornamented  with  trefoils,  flowers,  and  crockets,  lies  the  effigies  of  a 
crufader,  carved  in  ftone,  in  mail  and  furcoat,  in  the  a£l  of  drawing  his  fword, 
having  a lion  at  his  feet : a fimilar  figure  is  to  be  feen  under  an  obtufe  arch,  in  the 
fouth  wall  of  the  fouth  aifle  of  Englefield  church,  undoubtedly  defigned  for  one  of 
the  ancient  family  of  Englefield.  In  the  fame  place,  under  a fimilar  arch,  is  the 
effigies  of  a lady,  carved  in  wood,  in  the  drefs  of  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth 
century  : it  appears  formerly  to  have  been  painted. 
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‘ See  the  account  of  Aldworth,  in  the  Parochial  Topography. 
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There  is  the  figure  of  a crufader,  carved  in  wood,  under  an  ogee  arch,  in 
Burgh  field  church.  At  Inkpen,  alfo,  is  a tomb  with  the  effigies  of  a crufader  : 
and  at  Bafilden,  in  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chancel,  on  the  outfide,  an  arch, 
richly  ornamented  with  trefoils,  pinnacles,  and  Gothic  tracery,  under  which  for- 
merly lay  a mutilated  figure  of  the  founder  : it  is  now  walled  up. 

In  Childrey  church,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  is  an  altar  tomb,  under  a 
rich  Gothic  canopy,  having  an  ogee  arch,  beneath  which  is  an  obtufe  one,  orna- 
mented with  trefoils,  crockets,  &c.  and  in  the  fpandrils  with  oak  leaves,  acorns,  and 
animals.  Over  thefe  are  two  rows  of  fmall  arches  of  tracery,  formerly  enriched 
with  pinnacles. 

In  Shillingford  church,  in  the  north  window  of  the  chancel,  is  an  altar  tomb 
for  John  de  Blewbury,  a pried,  who  died  in  1372,  with  a flab  of  Purbeck  marble, 
formerly  enriched  with  brafles,  which,  from  the  traces  that  remain,  appear  to  have 
confifted  of  the  figure  of  the  deceafed,  under  a rich  Gothic  canopy,  with  his  arms  : 
over  the  tomb  is  the  pointed  arch  of  the  window,  ornamented  on  the  Tides  with 
quartrefoils  and  rofes.  At  the  north  end  of  the  north  tranfept  of  Shottefbrooke 
church  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  William  Truflel,  who  founded  the  college  at  that  place 
in  1337,  and  his  lady.  It  is  ornamented  with  Gothic  tracery  of  trefoils:  over 
the  tomb  are  canopies,  very  richly  ornamented  with  trefoils,  crockets,  pinnacles, 
and  fhields : the  infide  of  the  canopies  is  alfo  richly  ornamented  with  tracery. 

In  the  fouth  tranfept  of  Cumner  church  are  two  pointed  arches,  under  which  are 
tombs,  with  erodes  florees , faid  to  have  been  for  fome  of  the  abbots  of  Abingdon. 
At  Hatford  is  the  tomb  of  the  founder,  with  his  effigies,  in  a tunic,  holding  a heart 
in  his  hand,  with  a hound  at  his  feet.  In  Wantage  church  is  an  altar  tomb,  with 
the  effigies  of  one  of  the  Fitzwarren  family,  of  the  order  of  the  Garter  k. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  altar,  in  St.  George’s  chapel,  at  Windfor,  is  the  tomb  of 
King  Edward  the  Fourth,  being  a large  flab  of  touchflone,  over  which  is  ere&ed  an 
open  fereen,  highly  enriched  with  Gothic  tabernacle  work  of  iron,  gilt1.  The 
vault,  containing  the  royal  corpfe,  was  opened  in  the  year  1789,  when  the  Ikeleton 
was  found  in  a plain  leaden  coffin  m. 

In  Fy field  church  there  is  an  altar  tomb  for  Sir  John  Golafre,  who  died  in  1442, 

k See  the  account  of  Wantage  in  the  Parochial  Topography.  1 This  fereen  is  engraved  in 

Sandford’s  Genealog.  Hid.  p.  391.  ill  edit.  It  has  been  ufually  deferibed  as  of  Heel,  and  fometimes 
of  brafs  gilt.  Dr.  Lind,  who  has  carefully  examined  it  with  Mr.  Davis,  his  Majefty’s  blackfmith 
at  Windfor,  and  obligingly  communicated  to  us  the  refult  of  this  examination,  fays,  “ that  the  frame 
is  of  worked  bar-iron,  and  the  fmall  rich  Gothic  compartments  of  plate-iron,  cut  with  a ftamp-punch. 
The  whole  of  this  work  appears  to  have  been  executed  in  the  moll  fimple  manner  poffible,  and  put 
together  with  fimilar  fimplicity.”  m See  an  account  of  this  difeovery,  communicated  to  the  So- 

ciety of  Antiquaries  by  the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury.  Monum.  Vctuft.  Vol.  III.  PI.  VII. 
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with  his  effigies  in  armour,  underneath  which  is  the  figure  of  a fkeleton  in  a fliroud. 
In  the  fame  church  is  alfo  an  altar  tomb  of  a Lady  Gordon,  who  died  about  1527* 
Over  it  is  a flat  arch,  the  whole  being  richly  ornamented  with  gilded  tracery,  on  a 
blue  ground.  There  is  a rich  Gothic  monument  of  the  fame  form,  in  Englefield 
church,  for  Sir  Thomas  Englefield,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
Juftice  of  Chefter,  who  died  in  1513. 

Of  flabs  and  monuments,  inlaid  with  braffes,  in  this  county,  the  following  are 
the  moft  remarkable : — Several  in  Childrey  church,  for  the  family  of  Kingdom 
partly  of  brafs,  and  partly  of  lead.  The  altar  tomb  of  John  Ifbury,  in  the  chantry, 
founded  by  him  in  Lambourn  church,  has  a brafs  of  him  on  the  top,  and  arms 
round  the  fides,  fome  parts  of  which  are  enamelled.  There  is  a brafs  of  Sir  Ivo 
Fitzwarren,  at  Wantage,  now  placed  againfl  the  wall  of  the  church  ; in  the  Rutland 
chapel,  in  St.  George’s  chapel  at  Windfor,  a very  rich  brafs  plate,  gilt  and 
enamelled,  againfl;  the  wall,  containing  the  figures  of  Anne  Duchefs  of  Exeter,  filler 
of  King  Edward  IV.  and  her  fecond  hufband,  Sir  Thomas  St.  Leger,  knt.  each  in  a 
kneeling  pofture.  The  Duchefs  died  in  the  year  1475. 

Monaflic  Remains. — Of  the  magnificent  abbey,  built  by  Henry  L at  Reading, 
little  more  than  rude  heaps  of  Hones  are  now  to  be  feen ; the  wral!s  have  been 
nearly  dripped  of  all  architectural  decoration?.  The  crypt  of  the  great  hail  remains 
in  this  date.  In  a garden,  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Bellafyfe,  are  the  walls  of  a large 
room,  belonging  to  the  abbey ; in  the  upper  part  of  which  are  fome  circular  arches, 
coeval  with  the  original  building.  The  Abbey  Mills,  which  are  dill  remaining, 
exhibit  alfo  feveral  Saxon  arches.  The  gateway  of  the  abbey  is  not  of  very 
ancient  date.  At  Reading  are  confiderable  remains  of  the  church  of  the  Grey  Friars, 
now  converted  into  a Bridewell ; the  columns  of  the  nave  are  cludered  ; the  roof  is 
gone.  The  great  wed  window,  and  the  columns,  are  in  the  dyle  of  the  thirteenth 
century. 

There  are  no  remains  of  the  abbey  church  at  Abingdon.  Among  the  buildings 
now  occupied  as  a brewery  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Child,  are  fome  ancient  rooms 
belonging  to  the  monaflery,  fupported  by  vaults  with  groined  roofs,  reding  on  (hort 
pillars.  Two  of  thefe  rooms,  each  34  feet  by  14,  have  two  large  openings  in  the 
wall  by  which  they  are  feparated ; the  door-way  has  a pointed  arch.  In  one  of 
them  there  is  a fire-place,  which  has  had  flender  pillars  on  either  fide,  with  octa- 
gonal (hafts,  and  capitals  of  foliage,  in  the  dyle  of  Henry  the  Third’s  reign  (figured 
in  the  annexed  plate)  : one  of  the  (hafts  is  gone.  The  windows  of  thefe  rooms  are 
evidently  of  a more  modern  date.  The  gateway  of  the  abbey,  which  is  not  of  very 
ancient  date,  is  now  ufed  as  a prifon. 

At  Hurley  there  are  fome  remains  of  the  BenediCtine  monadery,  founded  by 
Geffrey  de  Mandeville : the  circular  door- way,  with  zig-zag  ornaments,  at  the  wed 
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end  of  the  parifh  church,  formerly  the  chapel  of  the  convent,  was,  it  is  probable,  a 
part  of  the  original  dru&ure,  which  was  dedicated  in  1086.  The  refe&ory  has  been 
converted  into  {tables,  which  retain  the  ancient  pointed  arches  of  the  windows. 

An  ancient  pointed  door-way,  which  now  forms  one  of  the  entrances  to  the  feat 
of  George  Vanfittart  efq.  is  the  only  veftige  of  the  conventual  buildings  at  Bifham. 
There  are  no  remains  of  Bromhale  nunnery,  nor  of  the  priories  of  Poghly,  Sandleford, 
or  Wallingford.  The  collegiate  church  alfo,  at  Wallingford,  has  been  wholly 
deftroyed  : fome  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  pried  and  clerks  remain.  The 
parifh  church  of  Shottefbrooke  belonged  to  the  college  at  that  place,  and  wra§  built 
by  the  founder,  Sir  William  Truffell : there  are  no  remains  of  the  college.  The 
college  of  St.  George  at  Windfor,  which  has  flourifhed  for  many  centuries  under  the 
aufpices  of  Royal  Patronage,  has  been  already  fpoken  of,  and  will  be  more  particularly 
deforibed  in  the  account  of  that  town. 

Cajlles  and  Sites  of  Caftles. — Fird  in  the  rank  of  cadles,  both  in  point  of  antiquity 
and  confequence,  is  Windfor  cadle,  originally  built  by  William  the  Conqueror^ 
enlarged  and  improved  from  time  to  time,  by  fucceeding  monarchs,  as  will  be  found 
more  particularly  mentioned  under  the  head  of  Windfor,  in  the  parochial  topography, 
and  dill  retaining  its  ancient  magnificence.  Of  Wallingford,  formerly  a building 
of  great  extent  and  confequence,  nothing  more  than  the  fragment  of  a wall  remains, 
except  the  ditches  and  earth- works,  which  are  of  large  extent.  Of  Donniagton 
cadle,  nothing  appears  but  the  ruins  of  the  gate,  confiding  of  two  towers.  The 
fites  of  the  cadles  of  Faringdon,  Newbury,  Reading,  and  Brightwell,  are  unknown. 
Scarcely  a vedige  remains  of  that  of  the  De  la  Beches,  at  Alaworth  : a farm-houfe 
at  prefent  occupies  the  fite  of  it,  where  feveral  foundations  of  walls,  built  with 
flints,  have  lately  been  dug  up. 

Ancient  Manfion-houfes . — The  mod  remarkable  private  manfion  in  this  county, 
in  point  of  antiquity,  is  the  manor-houfe  at  Appleton.  This  building  dands  near 
the  church,  and  is  furrounded  with  a moat.  The  principal  entrance  is  through  a door- 
way, having  a circular  arch  with  various  plain  mouldings,  and  feveral  fmall  pillars 
on  each  fide,  with  capitals  of  foliage : this  door-way  leads  into  a paffage,  at  the 
end  of  which  was  formerly  a fimilar  one  ; and  on  one  fide  of  the  paffage  are  two 
plain  door-ways  with  circular  arches.  The  other  parts  of  the  building  have  been 
altered  from  tjieir  original  form.  It  is  probable,  from  the  dyle  of  the  principal 
door-way,  that  it  is  as  ancient  as  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II.  which  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  it  does  not  appear  that  this  building  ever  formed  any  part  of 
a religious  houfe. 

Witham  houfe  is  an  irregular  embattled  building,  having  a tower  in  the 
centre  of  the  ead  front,  under  which  is  the  principal  entrance  by  a bridge  over  a 
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moat.  It  was  built  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII.  by 
Sir  Richard  Harcourt,  who  became  poflefled  of  the  manor  of  Witham  in  1480. 
Some  alterations  appear,  from  the  form  of  the  windows,  to  have  been  made  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  or  James  I. n 

Cumner-place,  which  was  one  of  the  country-feats  of  the  abbots  of  Abingdon, 
having  been  the  reftorial  houfe  referved  in  the  hands  of  the  abbot,  Hands  on  the 
well  fide  of  the  church-yard.  It  is  built  round  a quadrangle,  and  retains 
nearly  its  original  form.  The  hall,  now  ufed  as  a granary,  and  the  chapel  occu- 
py the  weft  ftde  of  the  quadrangle,  and  from  the  ftyle  of  the  windows  feem 
to  have  been  built  as  early  as  the  fourteenth  century.  Several  alterations  appear 
to  have  been  made  by  Anthony  Forfter,  the  firft  grantee  of  the  eftate  after  the 
diflolution  of  the  monaftery.  The  initials  of  his  name,  with  the  date  1571, 
appear  over  a door-cafe  in  the  hall.  Part  of  the  building  is  now  converted  into 
a farm-houfe. 

The  reftorial  houfe  of  Sutton-Courtney,  which  alfo  belonged  to  the  abbots  of 
Abingdon,  is  ftill  Handing,  and  the  feat  of  Francis  Juftice  efq.  Some  parts  of 
it  have  been  altered ; but  feveral  of  the  original  windows  remain,  which  appear 
to  be  of  nearly  the  fame  age  as  the  oldeft  part  of  Cumner-place. 

At  Little-Shefford  is  an  ancient  uninhabited  manfion-houfe,  in  the  ftyle  of  the 
buildings  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth’s  reign  ; the  hall  of  which  is  now  ufed  as  a barn. 

Ockholt  manor-houfe,  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Norreys  family,  now  a farm  houfe, 
appears  to  have  been  built  before  the  Reformation.  In  the  hall  is  a large  bay- 
window,  filled  with  coats  of  arms,  which  appear  coeval  with  the  building  ; among 
them  are  thofe  of  the  Abbey  of  Abingdon  and  of  the  Norreys,  with  their  motto,. 
“ Feythfully  ferve,”  frequently  repeated. 

Camps  and  Earth  Works. — This  county  having  been  frequently  the  fcene  of  military 
operations  in  remote  times,  exhibits  the  remains  of  many  ancient  camps.  It  is  not 
an  eafy  matter  to  determine  by  what  people  they  have  all  been  formed  : it  is  pro- 
bable, however,  that  thofe  of  an  irregular  Ihape,  upon  the  Downs,  as  Letcombe 
and  Uffington  caftles,  both  in  very  commanding  fituations,  were  originally  Britilh,. 
and  afterwards  ufed  by  the  Romans,  The  former,  w’hich  is  almoft  circular,  has  a 
double  vallum,  and  inclofes  an  area  of  nearly  26  acres  : there  is  an  entrance  on  the 
eaft  fide.  The  entrenchments  and  ditches  of  this  camp  contain  eight  acres  and  a 
half.  Uffington  caftle,  a large  camp  on  the  White-Horfe  Hill,  juft  above  the 
village,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  nearly  refembles  that  already  defcribed  : it  is 
about  700  feet  in  diameter,  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  500  from  north  to  fouth,  and  is; 

* There  is  a view  of  Witham,  engraved  by  Kip,  in  the  Theatre  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  pi.  35. 
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furrounded  with  a high  vallum,  and  a {lighter  one  on  the  outfide.  The  views  from 
the  inner  vallum  are  very  extenfive  in  every  dire&ion. 

About  half  a mile  north-weft  of  Uffington  caftle,  above  the  village  of  Compton- 
Beauchamp,  is  another  camp,  called  Hardwell  caftle,  in  form  approaching  to  a 
fquare,  except  where  it  is  interrupted  by  the  broken  edge  of  the  hill.  It  is  furrounded 
by  a double  vallum,  except  where  the  ground  is  fo  fteep  as  not  to  require  it. 
The  dimenfions  are  about  140  paces  by  180.  It  is  probable,  from  its  form,  that 
this  camp  was  a work  of  the  Romans.  Roman  coins  have  been  found  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

In  this  place  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  the  vallum,  which  appears  to  have 
furrounded  the  town  of  Wallingford,  and  was  unqueftionably  a Roman  work : 
at  the  fouth-weft  angle  it  is  very  entire,  for  the  fpace  of  about  270  paces  on  the 
fouth  fide,  and  370  on  the  weft.  This  vallum  is  fingle,  and  appears  to  have  had 
a wet  ditch,  which  rendered  it  very  fecure. 

Near  Little  Coxwell  are  the  remains  of  a camp,  which  appears  to  have  been  of 
a fquare  form.  Its  double  ditch  is  nearly  entire  on  the  weft  fide  : few  traces  of  the 
works  remain  in  other  parts.  This  camp  commands  a very  extenfive  view  of  the 
vale  of  White-Horfe,  and  the  upper  parts  of  Gloucefterlhire  and  Oxfordlhire. 
On  an  elevated  fpot  on  Bagfhot-heath,  near  Eaft-Hampfted,  is  a ftrongcamp  of  an 
irregular  form,  following  the  lhape  of  the  hill,  commonly  called  Casfar’s  camp, 
and  fuppofed  to  be  a Roman  work;  it  is  about  560  paces  in  length,  and  280  in 
width  about  the  middle  of  it.  The  view  from  this  camp  is  very  extenfive  ; it  lies 
near  the  great  Roman  road,  leading  from  London  to  the  weftern  part  of  the 
itfland  ; and  at  a fmall  diftance  from  Wickham-Bufhes,  where  various  Roman 
remains  have  been  difcovered. 

Cherbury  camp,  about  a mile  from  Pufey,  in  an  infulated  part  of  the  parifh 
of  Longworth,  is  oval.  Its  diameter  in  the  wideft  part  is  310  paces;  in  the  nar- 
rowed, 21 1 ; it  is  furrounded  by  a triple  vallum. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  Afhdown  park,  near  the  park  wall,  is  a circular  camp  about 
140  paces  in  diameter,  with  a fingle  vallum,  commonly  called  Alfred’s  caftle. 
Within  the  area  there  is  an  appearance  very  like  the  traces  of  a building.  Two 
miles  from  Faringdon,  on  the  road  to  Highworth,  at  a place  called  Badbury-hill, 
there  is  a camp  nearly  circular,  with  a ftrong  vallum,  probably  a Danifli  work  °. 

On  Sinodun-hill,  in  the  parifh  of  Wittenham,  near  the  Roman  ftation  of 
Dorchefter,  there  is  a large  camp  of  an  irregular  form,  the  vallum  of  which  is 
very  ftrong  and  follows  the  fhape  of  the  hill.  Lelands  fays,  that  Roman  coins 

* Leland  calls  this  * a great  ditche,  or  rather  a camp  of  war,  as  fum  fay,  dikid  by  the  Danes  for  a 
fure  campe.”  Itin.  vol.  II.  f.  2j. 
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a . The  White  Horse  374  feet  in  length  . 

b.  The  Declivity  called  by  the  Co utotrv  People  the  Manger 

c.  Dragon  Hill . 

d.d.  lifting  ton  Ids  tie  . 
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had  been  often  found  in  this  place.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was  occu- 
pied by  the  Romans,  though  perhaps  originally  a Britifh  work. 

In  an  inclofed  field,  about  half  a mile  from  Little  Coxwell,  there  is  a fpace  of 
fourteen  acres  called  Cole’s  Pits , in  which  are  273  pits,  for  the  moil  part  circular, 
excavated  in  the  fand,  the  depths  of  which  in  general  vary  from  7 to  22  feet; 
the  diameter  of  one  of  them  is  40  feet.  The  late  Hon.  Daines  Barrington,  who 
gave  an  account  of  them  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  fuppofes  that,  as  neither 
Hone  nor  any  valuable  minerals  could  have  been  dug  from  them,  they  were  the 
habitations,  or  hiding  places,  of  the  ancient  Britons p. 

A little  way  to  the  wedwardof  Uffington  cadle  before-mentioned,  near  the  ridge- 
way  leading  over  the  Downs,  there  is  a confiderable  tumulus , commonly  called  Way- 
land-Smith ; over  which  are,  irregularly  fcattered,  feveral  of  the  large  flones 
called  Sarfden  Jlones,  found  in  that  neighbourhood  ; three  of  the  larged  have  a 
fourth  laid  on  them  in  the  manner  of  the  Britifh  cromlechs . It  is  mod  probable 
that  this  tumulus  is  Britijh. 

Near  Uffington  cadle  is  alfo  the  rude  figure  of  a horfe  wffiich  gives  name  to  the 
hill,  formed  by  cutting  away  the  turf ; this  appears  to  be  of  great  antiquity,  and 
more  likely  to  have  been  a work  of  the  Britons  than,  as  it  has  been  ufually  fup- 
pofed,  a memorial  for  Alfred’s  viflory  over  the  Danes : the  figure  of  a horfe,  a 
good  deal  refembling  that  above-mentioned,  frequently  occurs  on  the  Britifh  coins. 
Jud  under  the  White-Horfe  hill  there  is  a round  hill  called  Dragon-hill,  which  Mr. 
Aubrey  and  others  have  fuppofed  to  be  the  tumulus  of  fome  Britifh  chief ; it  is  not 
however  by  any  means  certain  that  it  is  an  artificial  mount.  Many  tumuli  are 
difperfed  on  the  Berkfhire  downs,  efpecially  in  the  way  from  Uffington  to  Lambourn, 
where  a groupe  of  them  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Seven  Barrows. 

Mifcellaneous  Antiquities. — In  digging  a grave  at  Kentbury,  in  1762,  a large 
quantity  of  Saxon  coins  were  found  of  Edred,  Edwy,  and  Edmund  q ; and  on 
rebuilding  the  bridge  over  the  Kennet  at  Newbury,  in  1770,  fome  ancient  knives, 
fpoons,  and  Englifh  coins,  &c. r Various  antiquities  were  difcovered,  in  the  year 
1705,  at  St.  Leonard’s  hill  near  Windfor,  confiding  of  feveral  fpear-heads,  pieces  of 
a trumpet,  a fpur,  and  a bronze  lamp,  prefented  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries s;  the  latter  was  fuppofed  to  be  Roman,  but  it  has  not  the 
appearance  of  fo  high  antiquity. 

p See  Archseolog.  vol.  VI.  p.  2 36 — 243.  Mr.  Coates,  in  the  corrections  and  additions,  at  the  end 
of  his  hiftory  of  Reading,  mentions  “ pits  in  Early  field,  near  Reading,  called  the  Mafe -holes,”  be- 
tween 15  and  20  feet  deep,  and  covering  nearly  an  acre  of  ground.  11  Gough’s  Camden,  vol.  1. 
p.  159.  1 Ibid..  5 Ibid. 
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This  county,  like  Bedfordlhire,  has  had  no  hiftorian.  The  work  called  Alh- 
mole’s  Antiquities  of  Berklhire  is  improperly  fo  termed.  It  was  publifhed  after  his 
death,  and  has  no  other  pretenfion  to  being  called  by  his  name,  than  that  it  con- 
fifts  chiefly  of  church  notes  copied  from  fuch  as  were  collected  by  that  in- 
duftrious  herald  and  antiquary,  and  by  him  depofited  in  the  Heralds’  College.  The 
fcanty  information  which  it  contains  of  other  matters  was  colle&ed  by  the 
editor.  Mr.  Rowe  Mores  had  an  intention  of  writing  a topographical  hiftory 
of  this  county,  and  made  colle&ions  for  that  purpofe.  The  anfwers  from  fome 
of  the  clergy  to  his  circular  queries  are  printed  in  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica 
Britannica.  A copious  hiftory  of  Reading  has  been  lately  publilhed  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Coates.  In  Alhmole’s  Hiftory  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  there  is  a 
fhort  account  of  the  caftle,  chapel,  and  college  at  Windfor,  of  which  he  intended 
to  have  publiihed  a complete  hiftory.  A hiftory  of  Windfor  was  publiihed  in  1 749, 
by  J.  Pote,  a bookfeller  at  Eton.  The  information  contained  in  the  following  brief 
parochial  account  has  been  colle&ed  from  the  fame  fources  as  that  for  Bedfordlhire  ; 
namely,  from  public  records  and  a perfonal  furvey  of  the  feveral  parilhes,  aflifted 
by  occafional  communications  from  the.  clergy  and  others,  to  all  of  whom  we 
beg  to  return  our  acknowledgments,  particularly  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rawbone, 
vicar  of  Buckland,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw,  vicar  of  Wantage,  and  James  Payn  efq. 
of  Maidenhead.  Dr.  Beke’s  communications  have  added  much  value  to  the  fore- 
going introduction. 


Abingdon,  or  Abington,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  is  a large  market 
and  borough  town,  fituated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ock  and  the  Thames,  56  miles 
from  London,  on  the  road  to  Cirencefter.  It  gives  name  to  a deanery. 

The  town,  which  is  of  great  antiquity,  was  originally  called  Seovechelham,  or 
Seulham.  A manufcript  in  the  Cottonian  library,  fpeaking  of  its  ancient  ftate, 
defcribes  it  as  a large  and  wealthy  city,  where  was  the  royal  refidence,  whither 
the  people  reforted  to  aflift  at  the  great  councils  of  the  nation,  and  where, 
before  the  eftablilhment  of  Chriftianity,  the  Britons  had  a place  of  religious 
worlhip 

* See  Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  vol.  i.  p.  99.  t.i/U-  <L 
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In  the  reign  of  Centwin,  King  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  who  died  in  686,  Ciffa,  one 
of  his  viceroys,  or  his  nephew  Heane,  or  perhaps  both  jointly,  founded  a 
monaftery  in  this  town,  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  for  12  monks  of  the  Bene- 
di&ine  order,  of  whom  Heane  was  made  abbot u.  At  his  requeft  Ceadwall,  the 
fon  and  fucceffor  of  Centwin,  not  only  confirmed  to  him  and  his  monks  the  ftte 
of  their  monaftery,  but  gave  them  alfo  the  town  of  Seovechefham,  with  all  its 
appendages,  commanding  that  it  fhould  be  thenceforwards  called  Abbendon x, 
which,  according  to  the  account  of  a monkifh  writer  of  the  13th  century,  was  the 
name  of  a hill  near  Bayworth,  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Sunningwell,  where 
tfie  abbey  was  firft  built.  This  hill  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  called  from  Aben,  fon 
of  a noble  Briton,  who  efcaped  from  the  maflacre  of  Hengift,  and  retiring  thither 
led  a life  of  extraordinary  piety y.  The  fa£t  of  the  monaftery  having  been 
eftablifhed  for  a few  years,  fomewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bagley  wood  % 
before  its  removal  to  Seovechefham,  is  generally  admitted  ; but  the  moft  intelli- 
gent antiquaries  have  confidered  the  ftory  of  Aben  to  be  fabulous,  and  that  the 
name  of  Abendon,  given  to  this  ancient  town  in  the  reign  of  Ceadwall,  was  occa- 
fioned  by  its  connexion  with  the  abbey,  in  confequence  of  that  monarch’s  muni- 
ficent donation.  The  original  building  was  120  feet  in  length,  being  circular  at 
the  eaft  and  weft  ends a. 

Having  flourifhed  for  nearly  two  centuries,  this  abbey  was  deftroyed  by  the 
Danes  in  the  reign  of  King  Alfred b,  who,  to  complete  the  ruin  of  the  poor 
monks,  took  away  from  them  the  town  of  Abingdon,  and  the  whole  of  their 
eftates,  becaufe  they  had  not  made  what  he  efteemed  a fufficient  requital  to  him 
for  vanquifhing  their  enemies  the  Danes.  His  grandfon,  Edred,  reftored  the  pof- 
feflions  of  the  convent,  and  laid  the  firft  ftone  of  a new  monaftery  c.  The  work 
was  completed  by  St.  Ethelwold  the  abbot  (who  was  afterwards  bifhop  of  Win- 
chefter),  and  his  fucceffor  Ordgar,  who  was  made  abbot  in  963.  King  Edgar 
feems  to  have  acquired,  undefervedly,  the  credit  of  having  reftored  this  abbey  ; for 
his  charter,  as  printed  by  Dugdale,  only  confirms  what  had  been  before  given  by 
Edred.  Numerous  benefa&ions  contributed  to  raife  it  to  the  higheft  rank  among 
the  monaftic  inftitutions  of  the  kingdom  j it  became  one  of  the  mitred  abbies, 
and  fo  extenfive  was  the  landed  property  of  the  abbot  and  convent,  even  at  an 

u Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  Tanner’s  Notitia  Monaftica,  and  Br.  Willis’s  Mitred  Abbies. 

1 Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  vol.  I.  p.  98.  — 1 

y Hiftory  of  the  foundation  of  the  abbey  of  Abingdon  (written  in  the  reign  of  Henry  111. 
among  the  Cottonian  MSS.  Claudius  C.  IX. 

* Hearne  fuppofes  at  Chillwell  farm,  in  the  parifti  of  Cumner  ; but  the  writer  of  the  MS.  above- 
mentioned,  fays  near  Bayworth. 

1 Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  vol.  I.  p.  98.  6 Leland’s  Colleftanea,  vol.  II.  p.  253.  c Ibid. 
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early  period,  that,  when  the  Norman  Survey  was  taken,  they  had  more  than  30 
manors  in  the  county  of  Berks,  in  their  own  pofleflion,  befides  feveral  others 
which  were  held  under  them  as  lords  of  the  fee.  Their  clear  yearly  rental,  at  the 
time  of  the  diifolution,  was  1876I.  10s.  qd. 

In  the  year  1073,  Egelwinus,  Bilhop  of  Durham,  was  imprifoned  in  the  abbey 
at  Abingdon,  a.nd,  as  the  Chronicles  relate,  famifhed  to  death d.  Geffrey  of 
Monmouth,  the  hiflorian,  is  faid,  by  Godwin,  to  have  been  abbot  of  Abingdon, 
and  to  have  been  buried  in  that  convent.  Among  other  eminent  perfons  who 
have  received  fepulture  there,  may  be  reckoned  St.  Edward,  lung  and  martyr, 
and  Robert  D’Oiliy  the  builder  of  Oxford  caflle,  a powerful  baron  in  the  reign  of 
William  the  Conqueror e.  In  1326  the  abbey  was  plundered  by  the  townfmen  of 
Abingdon  f. 

Leland  defcribes  this  monaftery  as  a magnificent  pile  of  building  : the  conven- 
tual church  and  the  eaftern  part  of  the  convent  were  built  by  the  Norman  abbots ; 
the  {lately  weft  front  by  the  abbots  Afchefdune  and  Sante,  in  the  fifteenth 
century.  It  appears  that  part  of  the  precindls  of  the  abbey  were  embattled,  for 
which  the  abbot  had  a licence  from  King  Edward  III.  in  1330  g.  Camden  de- 
fcribes the  ruins  as  exhibiting,  in  his  time,  evident  marks  of  its  former  grandeur. 
Browne  Willis  fpeaks  of  the  gate-houfe  as  the  only  remaining  veftige  of  the 
abbey  ; but  there  are  Hill  feveral  remnants  of  it  among  the  old  buildings  now 
occupied  as  a brewery  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Child  h.  The  abbey  gate-way  is 
now  ufed  as  a gaol. 

'The  laft  abbot  of  Abingdon,  Thomas  Penthecoft,  alias  Rowland,  was  among 
the  firft  to  acknowledge  the  king’s  fupremacy.  For  his  ready  compliance  he 
was  rewarded,  after  the  furrender  of  his  convent,  which  took  place  in  1538, 
with  a penfion  of  200I.  per  annum  ; befides  the  capital  manfion  and  park  at 
Cumner  (which  had  been  his  country-feat  as  abbot  of  Abingdon)  for  life,  or  till 
the  King  fhould  give  him  preferment  to  the  amount  of  223I.  per  annum.  Browne 
Willis 1 regards  this  ample  grant  as  a full  refutation  of  the  charges  which  were 
brought  againfl:  this  prelate  by  the  vifitors  of  religious  houfes ; but,  although  fuch 
charges  were,  perhaps  in  this  and  many  other  inftances,  either  wholly  without 
foundation,  or  much  exaggerated  to  ferve  an  interefted  purpofe,  yet  it  may  be 
prefumed,  from  what  we  know  of  that  monarch’s  charafter,  that  a ready  com- 
pliance with  his  will  was,  in  his  eyes,  the  greatefl  of  virtues,  and  non-compliance 
the  word;  of  crimes,  as  the  abbot  of  Reading  and  many  others  found  to 
their  coft. 

11  Holinfhed.  * Br.  Willis’s  Mitred  Abbies.  f Hen.  Knighton,  inter  Decern  Scriptores,  2551. 

s Fat.  4 Edw..  III.  p.  1.  h See  p.  211.  1 In  his  Mitred  Abbies. 
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The  fite  of  the  abbey  at  Abingdon  was  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  and 
afterwards  to  Sir  Thomas  Wroth  \ It  is  now  in  feveralties ; Mr.  Child  has  that 
part  where  his  brewery  is  carried  on ; Mr.  Phillips,  of  Culham,  is  proprietor  of 
that  part  which  adjoins  the  mills. 

Cilia,  filter  of  Heane,  founder  of  the  abbey,  or,  as  fome  fay.  Cilia,  filter  of 
King  Ceadwall,  about  the  year  690,  founded  a nunnery  at  Abingdon  in  honour 
of  St.  Helen,  of  which  Ihe  was  the  firft  priorefs.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to 
Witham,  in  this  county '.  The  fite  of  the  nunnery  at  Abingdon  was  called  after- 
wards the  manor  of  St.  Elen’s,  and  gave  name  to  a family  that  poffeffed  it  for  a 
confiderable  time.  In  the  year  1371  it  was  conveyed  by  Matilda,  filter  and  heir 
of  Philip  de  St.  Elen,  to  Aylmer  Lord  St.  Amand  m,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1403". 
The  feoffees  of  Eleanor  de  St.  Amand  conveyed  it,  in  1427,  to  Thomas  Chaucer 
and  others,  commiffioners  of  the  fraternity  of  the  Holy  Crofs 0 ; and  it  is  fup- 
pofed  now  to  form  part  of  the  property  of  Chrifl’s  holpital  in  this  town,  to 
which  almoft  the  whole  of  the  eftates  of  the  above-mentioned  fraternity  were  granted 
by  King  Edward  VI. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that,  at  a very  early  period,  long  before  the 
abbey  was  built,  Abingdon,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  Seovechefham,  as  it  was 
then  called,  was  a royal  refidence.  It  feems  to  have  been  deferted  by  the  Saxon 
Kings  for  many  years,  when  Olfa,  King  of  the  Mercians  and  Weft  Saxons,  on  an 
accidental  vifit  to  Abingdon,  became  enamoured  of  a fpot  called  the  Ifle  of 
Anderfey,  over  againft  the  monaftery ; where  was  then  a building  inhabited  by 
certain  wealthy  perfons  who  had  taken  the  religious  habit,  having  bequeathed 
their  property  to  the  church  after  their  deceafe,  but  referving  the  poffeftion  of  it 
during  life.  For  this  illand  the  king  gave  the  abbot  and  convent  the  manor  of 
Goofey,  which  they  continued  to  poffefs  till  the  diffolution,  and  built  in  the  illand 
a palace  which  was  for  a while  his  refidence.  His  fon,  Egfrid,  clofed  his  fhort 
reign  there  in  694.  During  the  reign  of  Kenwulf,  his  fuccelfor,  the  palace  was 
deferted  by  its  royal  owner,  and  w'as  inhabited  only  by  his  huntfmen,  falconers, 
and  other  fervants,  who  became  a great  nuifance  to  the  convent.  At  the  requeft 
of  Abbot  Rethunus,  and  in  confideration  of  the  manor  of  Sutton  and  1 20  pounds 
of  filver,  the  king  reftored  the  illand  to  the  monks,  with  a promife  that  it  Ihould 
never  more  become  the  fite  of  a royal  palace p.  Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  mentions 
the  illand  of  Anderfey  as  lying  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  town,  between  the  old  and 
new  bottom  of  Ifis,  over  againft  St.  Helen’s ; and  fays,  that  the  fite  of  the  fortrefs 
was  in  his  time  occupied  by  a barn. 

k Tanner.  1 Ibid.  * Clauf.  Rot.  n Efch.  Hen.  IV.  ° Ancient  records  belonging  ta 
the  corporation  of  Abingdon.  p Dtigdale’s  Monafticon,  vol.  I.  p.  9S. 
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Although  Abingdon,  after  this  tranfaclion  with  Kenwulf,  was  no  longer  a royal 
refidence,  yet  it  appears  that  our  monarchs  fometimes  kept  their  court  there,  being 
guefts  to  the  monks,  as  they  ufually  were  in  all  towns  where  they  had  no  palace, 
and  there  was  a monaftery,  which  had  fuitable  accommodations  for  their  reception. 
William  the  Conqueror  kept  his  Eafter  at  Abingdon,  in  1084,  being  moft  fplendidly 
entertained  by  Robert  D’Oilly,  who,  through  the  king’s  favour,  was  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  barons  of  that  age.  His  fon-in-law,  Milo  Crifpin,  and  Ofmund,  bilhop  of 
Sarum,  were  the  only  perfons  admitted  to  dine  at  the  king’s  table.  When  the 
monarch  quitted  Abingdon,  he  left  his  younger  fon,  afterwards  King  Henry  I.  to 
be  educated  in  the  convent,  under  the  infpeftion  of  Robert  D’Oilly  q.  The  royal 
youth  profited  fo  much  under  his  tutor,  that  he  obtained  the  appellation  of  Beau- 
clerc,  by  which  he  w'as  ever  after  diftinguilhed.  King  Henry  III.  kept  his  court  at 
Abingdon,  in  1276,  as  appears  by  the  Chronicle  of  Dunftaple. 

The  infurreclion  mentioned  by  our  hiftoriansr,  which  broke  out  in  1431,  whilft 
King  Henry  VI.  was  in  France,  made  its  appearance  in  this  town,  of  which  William 
Mandeville,  one  of  the  ringleaders,  was  bailiff5.  The  objedl  of  the  infurgents  was 
to  level  all  diftin&ions ; and  their  enmity  was  chiefly  directed  againft  the  clergy, 
whofe  heads  they  threatened  to  make  as  cheap  as  fheep’s  heads,  three  or  four  a 
penny.  The  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  on  hearing  of  the  commotion,  haftened  to 
Abingdon,  where  he  foon  reftored  peace  by  feizing  Mandeville,  the  principal  ring- 
leader, whom  he  fentenced  to  inftant  execution. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  great  civil  war  between  Charles  I.  and  his  parlia- 
ment, the  king  had  a garrifon  at  Abingdon,  where  he  eftablifhed  the  head  quarters 
ofhishorfe'.  Prince  Rupert  was  there  with  his  army  in  December,  1642.  On 
the  17th  of  April,  1644,  the  king,  attended  by  the  Prince  and  the  Duke  of  York, 
brought  the  queen  to  Abingdon,  from  whence  Ihe  foon  afterwards  removed  to 
Exeter u.  A few  days  after  the  royal  army  quitted  Reading,  in  the  month  of  May, 
1644,  the  King  held  a council  of  war  at  Abingdon,  from  whence  he  returned  to 
Oxford,  leaving  his  infantry  behind  him,  with  inftrudtions  to  defend  the  town, 
if  the  enemy,  who  were  expedled  to  follow,  fhould  advance  from  the  eaft,  where, 
befides  fome  very  indifferent  fortifications,  they  had  the  advantage  of  the  river  ; 
but  if  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  weft,  the  garrifon  fhould  draw  out  and  fight 
them,  unlefs  they  fhould  find  their  numbers  to  be  very  fuperior.  But  on  the 
approach  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  with  his  army,  although  they  advanced  from  the 
eaftward,  the  general,  whofe  name  feems  not  to  be  recorded,  immediately  gave 


’ Rennet’s  Parochial'Antiquities,  p.  69.  r See  Holinfhed.  5 Little’s  MS. 

Hiltory  of  Abingdon.  * Clarendon,  vol.  II.  p.  8-.  8vo.  edit.  u Walker’s  Hiilorical 

Difcourfes,  p.  10,  11. 
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orders  to  quit  the  town,  and  the  whole  army  marched  to  Oxford  \ On  the  2 5th 
of  May,  being  the  day  after  the  king  returned  to  Oxford,  the  Earl  of  Effex  took 
poffeffion  of  the  town,  plundered  it,  and  placed  there  a garrifon  for  the  parliament, 
of  which  General  Browne,  a very  diftinguifhed  officer,  and  one  of  the  members  for 
the  city  of  London,  was  made  governor. 

A few  days  afterwards,  on  the  31ft  of  May,  as  Sir  Edward  Walker  informs  us, 
Waller’s  army,  which  had  been  quartered  near  Wantage,  entered  Abingdon,  com- 
mitted freffi  plunder  on  the  inhabitants,  and  fawed  down  the  crofs.  The  new 
garrifon  at  Abingdon  proved  fo  very  troublefome  a neighbour  to  Oxford,  particularly 
by  obftru&ing  the  communication  between  that  town  and  Wallingford,  that  various 
attempts  were  made,  on  the  part  of  the  royalifts,  to  regain  poffeffion  of  it.  The  firft 
was  by  the  Earl  of  Cleveland,  who,  with  150  horfe,  contrived  to  enter  the  town, 
endeavouring  to  take  it  by  furprize  ; but,  on  the  alarm  being  given  to  the  garrifon, 
in  which  were  1000  foot  and  400  horfe,  he  was  obliged  to  give  over  his  attempt, 
and  fecure  his  retreat ; which  he  did  with  little  lofs y.  Soon  afterwards  Sir  Henry 
Gage  attempted  to  build  a fort  at  Culham  Bridge,  but  was  mortally  wounded  in  a 
Tally  made  by  the  governor2.  Another  attempt  was  made  in  1 6/15,  by  Sir  Stephen 
Hawkins,  with  no  better  fuccefs,  when  the  governor  was  abfent  in  London3.  In 
March,  1646,  Prince  Rupert  made  an  attack  on  the  town ; and,  getting  within  the 
works,  placed  500  men  in  the  abbey,  but  was  in  the  end  overpowered,  and  com- 
pelled to  retreat b.  A cruel  cuftom  is  faid  to  have  prevailed  within  this  garrifon,  of 
hanging  all  the  Iriffi  prifoners  without  a trial ; a practice  fo  notorious,  that 
“ Abingdon  law”  became  proverbial c. 

Abingdon  increafed  much  in  population  and  wealth,  by  the  building  of  Burford, 
or  Borford  Bridge,  near  the  town,  and  another  bridge  at  Culhamford,  about  half  a 
mile  eaft  of  it.  The  dangerous  paffage  at  the  fords,  and  the  frequent  inundations  of 
the  intermediate  road,  made  their  communication  with  the  metropolis  very  pre- 
carious ; but  after  thefe  bridges  were  built,  it  was  not  only  rendered  certain,  but 
Abingdon  became  a confiderable  thoroughfare,  the  road  to  Cirencefter,  and  other 
places  towards  the  weft,  which  had  before  pafled  by  a more  circuitous  route  through 
Wallingford,  being  now  brought  through  this  town.  Camden  mentions  fome 
ancient  verfes,  formerly  in  St.  Helen’s  church,  which  attributed  the  honour  of  this 
great  public  work,  accompliffied  in  the  year  1416,  to  King  Henry  V.  but  with 
how  little  reafon  may  be  feen  by  a perufal  of  that  monarch’s  charter d,  the  fubftance 
of  which  is  to  the  following  purport : — Having  been  given  to  underftand,  that  the 

x Clarendon,  vol.  II.  p.484.  y Ibid.  II.  487.  z Ibid.  II.  354.  and  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  70. 

1 Heath,  p.  94.  h Perfed  Occurrences,  March,  1646.  c Heath,  p.  75,  7 6. 

* Pat.  4 Hen.  V. 
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highway  leading  from  Abingdon  to  Dorchefler,  by  Borford  and  Culhamford,  was 
rendered  fo  dangerous  by  the  inundation  of  the  river  Thames,  that  his  fubjefts 
could  not  pafs  that  way  without  imminent  peril  of  their  lives,  and  that  John  Hou- 
chons,  John  Bret,  and  the  community  of  the  faid  town  of  Abingdon,  had  an 
intention  of  building  two  bridges,  of  their  own  bounty,  one  at  Borford,  the  other 
at  Culhamford,  and  of  making  a caufey  between  the  bridges,  at  their  own  coil, 
and  that  of  others  who  might  contribute  to  aflifh  them  in  the  work  ; he,  therefore, 
grants  his  royal  licence  and  proteftion  that  they  may,  at  their  own  coll,  and  that 
of  other  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood,  build  the  faid  bridges,  conftruft  the 
caufey,  and  keep  them  in  repair,  without  let  or  moleftation  from  himfelf,  or  his 
fuccelfors,  their  (heriffs,  bailiffs,  juftices,  &c.  &c.  according  to  the  ufual  form  of 
fuch  licences.  John  Houchons,  or  Hutchins,  mentioned  in  the  charter,  laid  the 
firfl  done  on  St.  Alban’s  day.  He  and  John  Banbury  were  zealous  promoters  of 
the  work,  and  purchafed  the  ground  of  the  abbot,  for  which  they  gave  him  115!.'. 
Neither  the  abbot,  nor  any  of  the  monks,  appear  to  have  diftinguilhed  themfelves 
as  benefactors.  Sir  Peter  Befils  gave  the  (tones  from  his  quarries  at  Befils-Legh 
and  Sandford  ; and  by  his  will  in  1424,  his  lands  and  tenements  in  Abingdon, 
towards  a fund  for  repairs.  The  greateft  benefaftor  was  Geffrey  Barbour,  a mer- 
chant of  Abingdon,  who  gave  1000  marks  towards  the  building,  and  for  making 
the  caufey.  In  1430,  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  to  make  the  bridges  and  road  a 
free  paffage  for  ever.  In  1453,  William  Hales  and  Maud  his  wife  added  three 
arches  to  one  of  the  bridges,  the  road  being  (till  fometimes  fubjeft  to  inundations. 
Many  of  the  above  particulars  are  recounted  in  ancient  rhymes,  on  a tablet,  put  up 
in  1457,  by  Richard  Forman f,  in  Chrift’s  Hofpital  at  Abingdon.  The  following 
lines,  defcribing  the  inconveniences  of  the  ferry,  may  ferve  as  a fpecimen  : 

“ And  if  it  were  a beggar  had  breed  in  his  bagge, 

He  fchulde  be  ryght  foone  ibid  for  to  goo  aboute, 

And  of  the  pore  penylefs  the  hireward  wold  have, 

A hood  or  a girdel,  and  let  hem  goo  withoute.” 


The  whole  is  printed  in  Afhmole’s  Colleftions. 

Leland  (peaks  of  Abingdon,  as  having  a confiderable  clothing  manufactory  : the 
town,  fays  he  “ (tondith  by  clothing.”  Before  Queen  Mary’s  reign  this  manufactory 
appears  to  have  declined  ; and  the  town,  from  that  caufe,  and  partly  perhaps  in  con- 

' This  and  many  other  curious  particulars  relating  to  the  bridges,  the  fraternity  of  the  Holy  Crofs, 
&c.  are  talcen  from  a MS.  hittory  of  Abingdon,  colie&td  by  Francis  Little,  one  of  the  principal 
burgelfcs  in  the  year  1627,  from  ancient  documents  then  exifting,  in  the  pofTcfiion  of  the  corporation. 
The  prefent  corporation  obligingly  favoured  us  with  accefs  to  the  manufcript. 

* See  Little’s  MS. 
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fequence  of  the  diffolution  of  the  abbey,  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  Sir  John  Mafon, 
a native  of  Abingdon,  who,  from  a mean  origin,  rofe  to  an  honourable  flation  in 
the  courts  of  King  Edward  VI.  Queen  Mary,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  filled  the 
honourable  poll  of  Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  was  induced  to  lay  its 
grievances  before  his  fovereign  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary  ; whofe  charter,  bearing 
date  1556,  recites  that  c<  the  town  had  fallen  into  great  ruin  and  decay  by  the  dila- 
pidations of  houfes,  fulling  mills,  &c.  and  was  like  to  come  and  fall  into  extreme 
calamities.”  The  parifh  of  St.  Elelen’s,  according  to  an  account  taken  by  com- 
mand of  cardinal  Pole  in  1555,  the  year  before  this  charter,  contained  only  1400 
inhabitants2;  their  number  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  under  the  Population 
Aft,  was  3836.  In  confequence  of  Sir  John  Mafon’s  reprefentation,  Queen  Mary 
granted  the  townfmen  lands  to  the  value  of  102I.  6s.  76.  -per  annum,  to  enable 
them  to  pay  their  fee-farm  rent,  and  to  maintain  the  fate  and  reputation  of  the 
town.  She  granted  them  alfo  a charter  of  incorporation,  under  which  the  town  is 
governed  by  a Mayor,  two  Bailiffs,  and  nine  Aldermen;  and  the  privilege  of 
fending  one  member  to  parliament.  Richard  IVfayot,  the  firfl  mayor,  was  buried 
in  1 579  ; his  widow  furvived  till  1614,  being  at  the  time  of  her  death  104  years  of 
age.  The  firfl:  member  elefted  for  the  town,  was  Oliver  Hyde  efq.  The  right  of 
eleftion  was  veiled,  by  Queen  Mary’s  charter,  in  the  corporation;  but  of  late  it  has 
been  deemed  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  at  large,  not  receiving  alms. 

Queen  Mary’s  charter  contains  a grant  of  a market  on  Monday,  and  five  fairs,  the 
firfl  Monday  in  Lent,  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  St.  Margaret  (July  20),  St. 
Edmund  the  Bifhop,  and  St.  Andrew.  The  prefent  fairs,  being  fix  in  number,  are 
held  on  the  firfl  Monday  in  Lent,  St.  Mark  O.  S.  June  20,  St.  James  O.  S.  the 
Monday  after  Michaelmas  day,  and  December  it. 

There  are  now  two  markets,  Monday  and  Friday ; the  firfl  is  a great  mart  for 
com;  the  Friday’s  market  is  principally  for  the  delivery  of  corn  fold  on  the  pre- 
ceding Monday.  The  market-houfe  is  a large  building  of  freeflone,  erefted  about 
the  year  1700.  It  fupports  a hall,  in  which  are  held  the  Summer  Aflizes  for  the 
county.  The  Eafler  Seffions  are  held  alfo  at  Abingdon.  The  Michaelmas  Seffions 
are  held  either  at  Abingdon  or  Reading,  at  the  option  of  the  magiflrates. 

The  moft  confiderable  manufafture  of  the  town,  of  late  years,  has  been  that  of 
dreffmg  hemp  and  making  lacking,  which  has  conflituted  the  principal  employment 
of  the  poor.  A great  trade  is  carried  on  in  malt  for  the  London  markets.  An  aft 
of  parliament,  for  paving  the  town  of  Abingdon,  paffed  in  1794. 

The  manor  of  Abingdon,  which  belonged  to  the  monaflery,  became  afterwards, 
by  royal  grant,  veiled  in  the  corporation. 


1 MS.  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 


The 


224 


BERKSHIRE. 


tq.n.vn- . 


The  manor  of  Barton,  or  Barton-Court,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Helen’s,  belonged 
to  the  abbey,  and  was  granted,  foon  after  the  diffolution,  to  the  family  of  Reade. 
Compton  Reade  efq.  of  Barton,  was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  It  has  long  ceafed 
to  be  a refidence  of  the  family;  but  the  eflate  is  ftill  their  property,  and  now  belongs 
to  the  Dowager  Lady  Reade.  Near  Barton  farm  is  a clofe  belonging  to  the  corpo- 
ration, called  the  Prytany , where  the  broken  victuals  from  the  abbey  are  faid  to  have 
been  diftributed. 

The  manor  of  Shippon , a hamlet  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Helen’s,  which  was  parcel 
alfo  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  abbey,  now  belongs  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  having  been  annexed  to  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall. 

The  manor  of  Norcot , a hamlet  in  the  parifhes  of  St.  Helen’s  and  St.  Nicholas, 
belonged  alfo  to  the  abbey : in  1631  it  was  the  property  of  John  Lyon,  who  died 
that  year,  leaving  two  nephews  of  the  names  of  Hyde  and  Gifford,  joint  heirs  of 
his  eflates.  Norcot  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  George  Bowyer  bart. 

Lacie’s-Court,  now  a farm  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Bowles,  was  for  fome  time, 
about  the  middle  of  the  1 7th  century,  the  property  and  refidence  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Peter  Heylin1', 

There  are  two  parifh  churches  in  Abingdon,  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas  and  St. 
Helen.  That  of  St.JSTicholas  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  about  the  year  1300,  by 
Abbot  Nicholas  de  Coleham ; but  the  circular  door  at  the  weft  end,  with  zigzag 
ornaments,  appears  to  be  of  a much  earlier  age.  Leland  fays  that  this  was  “ of  old 
tyme,  the  chefe  paroche  chirche  of  Abyndon,  but  (when  he  wrote)  the  greateft 
reforte  of  all  the  towne  was  to  St.  Helens.”  Divine  fervice  is’  now  performed  only 
occaftonally  in  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas.  The  benefice  is  a redory  in  the  patronage 
of  the  chancellor ; but  its  profits  are  fo  fmall,  that  they  are  deemed  infufficient  for 
the  maintenance  of  a minifter  to  officiate  conftantly.  Hearne,  in  his  edition  of 
Leland’s  Colledanea,  fays  that  it  was  endowed  with  the  tythes  belonging  to  a dila- 
pidated chapel  at  Bay  worth,  which  formerly  conftituted  the  endowment  of  a charnel 
chapel,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  area  on  which  the  abbey  church  flood. 

The  church  of  St.  Nicholas  contains  little  that  is  remarkable.  In  one  of  the 
windows  are  the  arms  of  Richard  Plantagenet,  Duke  of  York.  The  only  monu- 
ment of  any  note,  is  that  of  Walter  Dairell  efq.  of  Lillingfton-Dairell,  in  Bucking- 
hamfhire,  recorder  of  Abingdon,  who  died  in  1628.  The  epitaph  records  his 
virtues  in  the  quaint  ftyle  of  panegyrick  then  in  ufe. 

The  church  of  St.  Helen’s  is  a large  Gothic  building,  with  a handfome  fpire ; it 
has  a fpacious  chancel  and  nave,  on  each  fide  of  which  are  two  aifles.  The  farther 
aifle  on  the  fouth  fide  was  built  for  a gild,  in  1539,  by  a perfon  who  lies  buried 


* Ant.  Wood’s  Athen.  Oxon. 
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under  an  altar  tomb  In  the  north  wall,  as  appears  by  part  of  an  infcription  Hill 
remaining;  the  name  is  concealed  by  the  flairs  of  a gallery ; the  initials  R.  A.‘ 
occur,  with  the  above  mentioned  date  on  feveral  of  the  fhields  which  furround  the 
cornice.  Our  Lady’s  aide  was  ceiled,  at  the  expence  of  Nicholas  Gould,  one  of  the 
fraternity  of  the  holy  crofs,  and  his  wife  Amy,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  It  had 
formerly  this  infcription : 

“ In  the  worlhip  of  our  Lady 

Pray  for  Nicholas  Gould  and  Amy.” 


The  fame  perfons  are  faid  alfo  to  have  ceiled  the  chancel  of  our  Lady,  and  put  up 
in  the  roof,  the  figures  of  kings  of  the  family  of  Jeffe,  and  Prophets.  Several 
of  thefe  figures  remain  with  the  names  of  Nathan,  Solomon,  8cc.  written  under 
- them,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  aiile,  under  Gothic  canopies  richly  carved  in  wood. 
The  tradition  is,  that  they  were  removed  from  the  abbey  after  the  diffolution,  but 
they  feem  to  have  been  made  for  the  roof  where  they  are  now  placed.  Underneath 
are  fome  Latin  infcriptions,  in  monkifh  rhymes,  from  which  we  learn  that  William 
Beve  was  founder  of  the  chapel,  that  William  Cholfey  repaired  the  roof,  and  that 
Henry  Bernington  gave  the  veflments  and  a filver  crofs.  It  is  probable  that  this  was 
the  chapel  where  the  fraternity  of  the  holy  crofs  ufed  to  attend  divine  fervice,  and 
that  the  above  mentioned  benefaftors  were  members  of  that  fociety.  In  a gallery 
of  this  aide  hangs  a tablet,  with  a portrait  of  Mr.  William  Lee,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  92.  The  portrait  is  accompanied  by  a genealogical  tree  and  an  infcription,  which 
records  that  he  had  17  children  (of  which  15  were  by  his  fecond  wife),  78  grand- 
children, and  102  great-grand-children.  This  tablet  has  been  engraved.  Mr. 
Lee’s  epitaph,  which  is  printed  in  Afhmole’s  Colle&ions,  has  been  removed  or 
obliterated.  It  Rates  that  he  died  in  1637,  having  been  53  years  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal burgeffes  of  Abingdon,  and  five  times  mayor,  and  “ that  he  had  in  his  life- 
time iffue  from  his  loynes  200,  lacking  but  three.”  In  the  nave  is  a brafs  plate 
which  covers  the  bones  of  Geffrey  Barbour,  the  great  benefadlor  of  the  town,  who 
died  April  21,  1417.  They  were  removed  from  the  abbey  after  the  diffolution. 

. He  had  been  bailiff  of  Briftol,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his  deceafe,  a merchant  at 
Abingdon.  At  the  fouth  end  of  the  north  aide  is  an  altar  tomb,  in  memory  of 
John  Royfe,  founder  of  the  grammar  fchool,  who  died  in  1571.  In  the  north 
aide,  near  the  entrance,  is  a monument  by  Hickey,  which  was  erefted  purfuant  to 
the  will  of  Mrs.  Hawkins,  who  died  in  1780,  having  bequeathed  the  fum  of  400I. 
for  that  purpofe.  It  commemorates  the  deceafed,  her  father,  mother,  and  filler; 
* 

1 Perhaps  Roger  Amyce  the  elder,  whole  fon  of  the  fame  name  was  one  of  the  hrft  governors  of 
Ch rift's  hofpital,  in  Abingdon. 
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and  her  lover,  the  Rev.  Walter  Hart,  vice-principal  of  St.  Mary  Hall,  in  Oxford, 
(author  of  the  life  of  Guftavus  Adolphus),  who  died  in  1768,  on  the  eve  of  their 
intended  marriage.  Mrs.  Hawkins  left  money  for  preaching  four  annual  fermons, 
on  hated  days ; one  of  which,  the  fifth  of  January,  was  the  anniverfary  of  Mr. 
Hart’s  death. 

The  vicarage  of  St.  Helen’s  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown.  The  parifii  regifter  be- 
gins in  1538.  The  following  curious  entry  {hews  that  the  fpring  affizes  were 
formerly  held  here,- — “ 1569 — buried  the  3 day  of  Marche,  Margery  Towffeye, 
widdow,  who  was,  at  the  aflize  then  holden,  quite  of  wichecrafte  layde  to  her 
charge,  and  dyed  this  day  in  the  flreete,  fodenlie  as  {he  was  going  on  her  bufinefs.” 

There  are  meeting-houfes  in  this  town  for  the  Prefbyterians,  Anabaptifts,  and 
Quakers.  George  Benfon,  an  eminent  divine,  was  for  fome  years  minifter 1 * * at  that 
of  the  Prefbyterians,  which  has  been  eftablifhed  many  years. 

In  the  year  1288,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  built  a chapel  at  Abingdon,  on 
the  fpot  where  St.  Edmund,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  born m : wonderful 
miracles  were  reported  to  have  been  obferved  in  this  chapel,  the  year  after  it  was 
built.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  flood  on  the  weft  fide  of  St.  Edmund’s  lane". 
Robert  Rich,  brother  of  the  archbifhop,  and  author  of  his  life,  and  his  fifters, 
Margaret  and  Alice,  fucceflively  prioreffes  of  Catefby,  and  canonized  as  faints,  were 
all  natives  of  Abingdon  °.  At  a later  period  Sir  John  Mafon  before  mentioned, 
and  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  fecretary  of  the  Latin  tongue  to  King  James  I. p may  be  men- 
tioned as  eminent  natives  of  this  place.  The  late  primate  of  Ireland,  a diftinguiffied 
theologian,  was  born  at  Abingdon,  in  1729,  being  the  fon  of  the  rev.  Jofeph 
Newcome,  vicar  of  St.  Helen’s. 

At  a very  early  period  there  was  at  Abingdon  a brotherhood,  or  fraternity  q, 
who,  having  eredled  a very  handfome  rood,  or  crofs,  in  the  church  of  St.  Helen, 
called  themfelves  the  Brethren  of  the  Holy  Crofs.  As  early  as  the  year  1389, 
they  maintained  a prieft,  and  had  two  proftors  chofen  annually,  to  manage  their 
affairs.  It  was  by  the  exertions  of  the  members  of  this  community,  that  the  bridges 
at  Burford  and  Culhamford  were  built.  In  the  year  1442,  they  wrere  firft  incor- 
porated by  royal  charter,  and  empowered  to  poffefs  lands  of  40 1 . -per  annum , yearly 
value,  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  in  repair  the  road  between  Dorchefter  and 
Abingdon,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  thirteen  poor  men  and  women,  and  a chaplain 
to  officiate  in  St.  Helen’s  church.  There  were  feven  commiffioners,  or  truftees,  who 
had  the  overfight  of  this  fraternity ; among  whom  were  Sir  John  Golafre  and 

1 Biograph.  Brit.  m Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary.  " Kcnnet’s  Paroch.  Antiquities, 

p.313.  0 Fuller’s  Worthies.  p Granger.  9 The  whole  account  of  this  fraternity 

of  the  Holy  Crofs  is  taken  from  Little’s  MS.  partly  in  his  own  words. 
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Thomas  Chaucer,  fon  of  the  poet.  To  this  period  is  attributed  the  ere&ion  of  the 
beautiful  crofs,  which  flood  formerly  in  the  market-place,  and  which  was  demolifhed 
by  the  parliamentary  army  in  the  civil  war.  Among  the  arms  with  which  it  was 
ornamented  were  thofe  of  Sir  John  Golafre.  This  crofs  was  repaired  in  1605,  at 
the  inflance  of  Mr.  Little,  the  hiflorian  of  Abingdon,  who  himfelf  gave  30 1.  towards 
it.  Moft  of  the  principal  gentry  of  the  county  were  contributors.  It  is  faid,  that 
when  the  accommodation  with  the  Scots  was  celebrated  in  this  town,  by  order  of 
parliament,  in  1641,  the  106th  pfalm  was  fung  at  the  crofs  by  2000  choiriflers  r« 
Richard  Symonds,  an  officer  in  King  Charles’s  army,  who  was  at  Abingdon  in  May, 
1644,  defcribes  it  as  odlagonal,  and  fays,  that  it  was  adorned  with  three  rows  of 
ftatues,  confi fling  of  Kings,  Saints,  and  Bifhops 5.  A few  days  after  Symonds  was 
at  Abingdon,  this  crofs,  which  Sir  Edward  Walker,  in  his  hiflorical  difcourfes,  calls 
4C  the  greatefl  ornament  of  the  place,  being  a goodly  piece  for  beauty  and  antiquity, 
Handing  upon  pillars  in  the  market-place,”  was  fawn  down  by  the  foldiers  belonging 
to  Waller’s  army '.  There  is  a view  of  it  among  the  paintings  at  the  eafl  end  of 
Chrifl’s  Hofpital,  which,  though  not  well  drawn,  gives  a pretty  good  idea  of  its 
form.  To  return  to  the  account  of  the  gild,  or  brotherhood  : — it  appears  that,  in 
1457,  they  fupported  two  chaplains,  one  of  whom  was  called  the  rood  priefl,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  pray  for  the  benefaftors  to  the  rood  ; and  the  other,  the  bridge  priefl, 
who  was  to  pray  for  the  benefadlors  to  the  bridges  and  road.  Their  falary  was 
61.  13  s.  4d.  each.  About  this  time  it  appears,  that  “ they  made  annually,  on  the 
3d  of  May,  being  the  day  of  the  invention  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  a very  bountiful  feafl, 
unto  which  came  many  of  the  brethren  and  fillers  of  the  fociety.  They  fpent, 
ufually,  six  calves,  which,  in  thofe  days,  coll  but  2s.  2d.  a-piece  ; 16  lambs,  which 
cofl  i2d.  a-piece;  above  80  capons,  which  coll  3d.  a-piece;  above  80  geefe, 
which  cofl  2§d.  a-piece;  800  eggs,  which  cofl  5d.  a hundred;  many  marrow- 
bones, much  fruit  and  fpice,  great  quantities  of  milk,  cream,  and  flour  (wheat  was 
good  cheap,  being  fold  for  I2d.  a quarter,  in  the  33d  year  of  Henry  VI.)  ; befides 
all  this  proviflon,  they  had  much  fent  them  by  tenants,  and  by  the  brethren  and 
fillers  of  the  faid  fraternity.  They  had  alfo,  at  their  feafls,  12  priefts,  to  fing  a 
dirge,  to  whom  they  gave  4d.  a-piece  for  their  pains.  They  had  12  minflrels ; 
fome  from  Coventry,  and  fome  from  Maidenhead,  to  make  them  merry,  to  whom 
they  gave  2s.  3d.  a-piece,  befides  their  diet  and  horfe-meat.  They  had,  likewife, 
at  their  feafls,  a folemn  proceflion,  according  to  the  blind  fuperflition  and  zeal  of 
thofe  dark  days,  pageants,  plays,  may-games,  all  to  captivate  the  fenfes  of  the  zealous 

r See  Gough’s  Britifh  Topography,  I.  164.  s Symonds’s  MSS.  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

* Sir  Edward  Walker’s  Hiflorical  Difcourfes,  p.  13. 
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beholders,  and  to  allure  the  people  to  the  greater  liberality  ; for  they  did  not  make 
their  feafls  without  profit,  but  thofe  that  fat  at  dinner  paid  one  rate,  and  thofe  that, 
for  want  of  room,  did  Jiand , paid  another ; fo  that  they  of  the  fraternity  that 
governed  the  feafl  (who  were  cpmmonly  four  in  number),  always  made  gain  to  the 
common  flock,  for  public  ufes.  Their  feafls  were  kept  a long  time  in  Banbury 
Court,  in  Well  St.  Helen-Street ; afterwards  in  a houfe  of  their  own,  given  them 
by  Mr.  William  Dyer,  vicar  of  Bray,  in  Eafl  St.  Helen-Street,  commonly  called 
the  Brotherhood-feafl-houfe,  which  is  now,  1627,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Eyfton 
gent. u”  King  Richard  III.  granted  the  fraternity  a new  charter,  and  extended 
their  licence  of  mortmain  to  iool.  per  annum.  Out  of  gratitude  they  took  the  part 
of  that  monarch.  Their  eflates,  which  became  forfeited  to  the  fuccefsful  competitor 
for  the  crown,  were  reflored  in  i486,  and  a free  pardon  granted  to  the  fraternity. 
In  1547,  the  gild  was  diffolved,  the  rental  of  their  eflates  being  then  8 5 J.  15  s.  6d. 
per  annum.  King  Edward  VI.  at  the  requefl  of  Sir  John  Mafon,  granted  a new 
charter  in  1553,  to  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  incorporating 
them  by  the  name  of  the  Governors  of  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  which  hofpital  had  been 
built  in  1446,  in  St.  Helen’s  church-yard,  by  the  diffolved  fraternity,  for  the  re- 
ception of  13  poor  perfons  maintained  by  them.  The  new  charter  granted  lands 
of  the  yearly  value  of  65I.  11s.  (being  part  of  the  old  endowment),  for  the  repair 
of  four  bridges,  the  great  or  new  bridge,  Culham  Bridge,  Ock  Bridge,  and  St. 
Helen’s  Bridge,  with  the  roads  between  them,  for  the  fupport  alfo  of  feven  men 
and  fix  women  in  the  alms-houfes,  and  other  poor  and  needy  perfons  in  the 
town.  King  Charles  II.  extended  their  licence  of  mortmain  to  iool.  per  annum . 
When  the  alms-houfes  were  firft  founded,  the  paupers  who  refided  in  them  were 
allowed  one  penny  a- week  each;  in  1457,  4s*  a-quarter.  Upon  the  firft  endow- 
ment of  the  hofpital,  after  the  Reformation,  their  allowance  was  Sd.  a-week  each, 
i2d.  on  Eafler-day,  and  3L  5s.  among  them  yearly,  for  their  liveries.  In  1627 
they  had  2s.  6d.  a-week  each,  and  61.  10s.  for  their  liveries.  In  1718  a new  build- 
ing was  ereCted,  out  of  the  hofpital  funds,  in  which  18  poor  perfons  are  maintained; 
there  are  now  14  in  the  old  hofpital;  they  have  all  6s.  a-week  each,  and  clothes 
once  in  two  years.  Thofe  on  the  old  foundation  have  gardens,  and  are  allowed  fuel  ; 
the  others  none.  The  principal  benefactors  towards  the  repair  of  the  bridges,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  alms  people,  at  the  time  of  the  original  effabli fitment,  were 
Geffrey  Barbour,  Sir  Peter  Befils  % and  Eleanor  Lady  St.  Amand,  heirefs  of  the 
• Sr. 

• Little’s  MS.  31  Both  Geffrey  Barbour  and  Sir  Peter  Befils  bequeathed1  large  fums  of  money  for 
•habitable  ufes.  Barbour,  befidea  his  benefactions  to  the  gild,  gave  30-  marks  for  the  marriage  of  ten-poor 

women. 
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St.  Elen  family.  The  firfl  fermon,  in  commemoration  of  benefactors,  was  preached 
by  Archbifhop  Laud,  before  his  promotion  to  the  bench.  The  original  hofpital, 
built  in  1446,  of  timber  and  plalter,  is  If  ill  Landing:  on  the  front  are  foine  old 
paintings,  with  figures  intended  for  Geffrey  Barbour,  King  Edward  VI.  and  Sir 
John  Mafon,  together  with  various  allegorical  devices,  alluding  to-  the  duty  of 
alms-giving.  At  the  eaff  end  is  a rude  reprefentation  of  the  old  crofs  at  Abingdon. 
In  the  hall  are  portraits  of  Geffrey  Barbour,  Sir  Peter  Befils,  King  Edward  VI.  Sir 
John  Mafon,  Lionel  Bollock,  whofe  family,  defeended  from  the  Bollocks  of  Chefhi-re, 
refided  for  feveral  generations  at  ahoufe  near  Abingdon,  called  Fitzharrisv,  Thomas 
Teafdale,  founder  of  Pembroke  College,  and  other  benefactors.  The  two  former 
are  undoubtedly  of  a later  age  than  the  perfons  they  are  faid  to  reprefent. 

Leland  fpeaks  of  an  ancient  hofpital  and  church,  without  the  weft  gate,  both 
dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptifl.  The  hofpital,  he  fays,  was  endowed  by  one  of  the 
abbots,  for  12  poor  perfons.  This  hofpital  flood  where  the  play-ground  of  the 
free-fehool  now  is  ; part  of  the  chapel  remains  r the  hofpital,  which  was  removed 
into  the  vineyards,  was  rebuilt  in  1801,  at  the  joint  expence  of  the  corporation 
and  Bernard  Bedwell  efq.  The  paupers  in  this  hofpital  (four  men  and  their  wives) 
receive  one  Lulling  a-week  each  from  the  corporation,,  and  one  Lulling  from  Mr; 
Fountain.  There  is  another  ancient  hofpital  near  St.  Helen’s  church,  rebuilt  out 
of  the  funds  of  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  in  1797,  for  fix  men  and  their  waves,  who  re- 
ceive one  Lulling  a-week  each,  and  a two-penny  loaf. 

Mr.  Twitty,  in  1707,  gave  the  fum  of  1700I.  to  build  and  endow  an  alms-houfe 
for  three  poor  aged  men  and  three  poor  women.  A benefaClion  of  200I.  has  fince 
been  added  by  Mr.  BedwelL  This  alms-houfe  is  in  St.  Helen’s  church-yard.  The 
penfioners  receive  about  four  fhilling.s  a-week  each,  and  they  have  clothes  every 
other  year- 

John  Royfe,  in  the  year  1563,  founded  a free-fehool  in  this  town  for  63  poor, 
boys.  Thomas  Teafdale,  the  firfl  fcholar  on  Royfe’s  foundation z,  gave  by  will  the 
fum  of  5000I.  to  Baliol  College,  in  Oxford,  to  purchafe  lands  for  the  maintenance 
of  feven  fellows  and  fix  fcholars,  to  be  chofen  from  Abingdon  fchool,  by  the  maker 
and  governors  of  Chrift’s  Hofpital.  Baliol  College  having  declined  the  bequefl,  it 

women,  all  his  wood  and  coals  to  be  divided,  among  his  poor  neighbours,  the  wood  by  the  load,  and  the 
coals  by  the  quarter;-  and  the  refidue  of  his  eftate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  repair  of  high-- 
ways.  Sir  Peter  Befils  gave  money,  and  divers  fair  manors  and  lordlhips  in  charity  and  portions  of  money, 
to  marry  maidens.  He  founded  a college  of  White  Monks  at- Oxford,  and  gave  -6ool.  to  repair  any 
wrong  that  he,  or  any  of  his  anceilors,  had  done  to  any  man,  and  what  was  not  claimed  on  that  fcore 
to  be  given  to  the  poor.  Little’s  MS.  from  which  all  the  particulars  relating  to  the  ancient  ftate  of 
the  hofpital  are  taken. 

y Bevkfhire  Pedigrees- in  the  Britifh  Mufeum...  1 Little’s  MS, 
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was  given  to  Pembroke  College,  which  was  founded  in  1624,  principally  with  a 
view  to  this  benefaction;  Richard  Wightwick,  reCtor  of  eafl  llfley  and  Hampfted- 
Norris,  who  is  efteemed  the  joint  founder,  having  only  endowed  it  with  three 
fellowlhips  and  four  fcholarfhips.  At  prefent  there  are  very  few  boys  in  the  fchool 
at  Abingdon,  who  are  on  the  foundation.  It  has  been  many  years  a flourifhing 
feminary.  Thomas  Godwin,  the  learned  author  of  the  Roman  and  Jewifh  antiqui- 
ties, was  head-mafter  of  this  fchool.  Among  perfons  of  eminence,  who  have 
received  their  education  here,  may  be  reckoned  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt,  Dr.  New- 
come,  the  late  primate  of  Ireland,  already  mentioned  as  a native  of  this  town,  the 
late  Rev.  Richard  Graves,  author  of  the  Spiritual  Quixote  and  many  other 
works ; and,  among  living  characters,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Wintle,  reCtor  of  Bright- 
well,  the  able  tranflator  of  the  Prophet  Daniel ; and  William  Holwell,  the  editor 
of  Dionyfius  HalicarnafTeus. 

A perfon  of  the  name  of  Bennet  left  a benefaCtion  for  the  education  of  fix  poor 
boys,  who  are  inftruCled  by  the  ulher  of  Royfe’s  fchool. 

Aldermaston,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  fouth  of  the  Kennet,  on  the 
borders  of  Hampfhire,  eight  miles  S.  E.  of  Newbury,  and  about  12  S.  W.  of 
Reading. 

The  royal  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Gage,  on  its  route  from 
Oxford  to  Bafmg  Houfe,  in  1644,  halted  at  this  village;  on  their  return,  finding  the 
enemy  in  poffieffion  of  the  place,  they  went  by  another  road  \ The  Earl  of  Eflex 
was  with  his  army  at  Aldermafton,  in  the  month  of  OCtober,  the  fame  year,  and 
marched  thence  by  way  of  Padworth  and  Bucklebury  Heath,  to  Newbury b,  im- 
mediately before  the  fecond  battle  which  was  fought  near  that  town.  The  Earl  of 
Manchefter  lay  at  Sir  Humphrey  Fofter’s  houfe,  the  17th  of  OCtober,  on  his  route 
from  Reading  to  Newbury c. 

The  manor  of  Aldermafton  is  faid  to  have  been  given  to  Richard  Achard,  by 
King  Henry  I. d It  certainly  was  in  the  poffieffion  of  one  of  that  family  and  name, 
fo  early  as  the  year  1229%  and  continued  to  belong  to  his  defendants  in  the  male 
line,  till  about  the  year  1358,  when  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  De  la  Mares f,  and 
from  them  about  1 500  to  the  Forfters.  Sir  George  Forfter,  who  was  fheriff  of 
Berkfhire  and  Oxfordfhire  in  1514,  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  De  la  Mare  efq.  His  father,  Humphrey  Forfter,  who  ferved  the  office  of 
iheriff  for  the  fame  counties  in  1472,  is  defcribed  by  Fuller  as  of  Aldermafton: 

3 Clarendon’s  Hift.  of  the  Rebellion,  8vo.  II.  529.  331.  b Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  6a. 

c Coates’s  Hiftoryof  Reading,  p.  42.  d Leland.  * Col.  Rot.  1 3 Hen.  III.  f Efch. 
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it  appears  more  probable  that  he  was  of  Harpeden,  in  Oxfordlhire,  which  was  the 
family  feat  before  they  became  connected  with  Aidermafton.  Sir  Humphrey  Forfter, 
fon  of  Sir  George,  was  one  of  the  efquires  of  the  body  to  King  Henry  VIII.  His 
defcendant,  Sir  Humphrey,  was  honoured  with  a vifit  from  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1601; 
in  1620  he  was  created  a baronet.  William  Lord  Stawell,  having  married 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  William  Pert  efq.  foie  heirefs,  in  right  of  her  mother, 
of  Sir  Humphrey  Forfter  bart.  by  whofe  death  the  title  became  extinct  in 
1711,  became  pofTefled  of  this  manor,  which  palled  to  Ralph  Congreve  efq.  in 
confequence  of  his  marriage  with  Charlotte,  only  furviving  child  of  Lord  Stawell 
above  mentioned,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth.  Aidermafton  is  now  the  property  of 
William  Congreve  efq.  a collateral  relation  of  Ralph  Congreve  above  mentioned, 
who  died  without  iffue. 

Aldermaflon-houfe,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Congreve,  was  almofl  wholly  rebuilt  by 
Sir  Humphrey  Forfter  in  1636.  A large  ftack  of  chimneys  in  brick-work,  va- 
rioufly  ornamented,  evidently  exhibits  the  remains  of  a much  more  ancient 
manfion.  The  windows  of  the  hall,  and  fome  other  rooms,  are  decorated  with 
coats  of  arms  in  flamed  glafs,  reprefenting  the  matches  of  the  families  of  Achard, 
De  la  Mare,  and  Forfter.  The  hall  is  very  lofty,  and  is  furrounded  by  a fpacious 
gallery.  The  houfe  having  been  lately  fitted  up,  and  all  the  ornaments  reftored 
as  they  were  in  1636,  exhibits  a curious  fpecimen  of  the  ftyle  of  decoration  then 
in  ufe. 

In  the  parifh  church'  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  Forfter  family,  particularly 
an  altar  tomb  of  alabafter,  with  the  figures  of  Sir  George  Forfter,  who  died  in 
1 526,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  heirefs  of  the  De  la  Mares ; round  the  fides,  under 
Gothic  canopies,  are  fmall  figures  of  eleven  fons  in  armour,  and  eight  daughters,' 
with  the  angular  head-dreffes  of  that  time.  The  tomb  of  one  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Achard  is  denoted  by  the  arms,  but  the  infcription  is  gone. 

The  benefice  of  this  parifh,  which  lies  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  has  been 
called  a vicarage,  but  improperly;  there  is  no  income  whatever  annexed  to  it,  and 
the  minifler  has  been  appointed,  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  without]  any  particular  form,  and  without  receiving  inflitution 
from  the  bifhop.  The  lord  of  the  manor  has,  ever  fince  that  period,  received 
all  the  tythes,  both  great  and  fmall,  which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Sherbourn,  paying  a fmall  quit-rent  to  Queen’s  College,  in  Oxford®. 
It  is  erroneoufly  dated  in  Bacon’s  Liber  Regis , that  the  patronage  of  the  Vicarage , 
as  it  is  there  called,  is  veiled  in  that  college.. 


8 From  the  information  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bird,  the  late  minifter* 
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Robert  Dixon,  minifter  of  this  parilh  in  1706,  built  four  alms-houfes  for  poor 
widows. 

There  are  three  annual  fairs  at  Aldermafton,  May  6,  July  7,  and  Od.  11. 

Aldworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Compton,  and  deanery  of  Newbury,  lies  in  a 
very  retired  fituation,  about  five  miles  from  Market-1111  ey ; about  1 1 miles  from 
Newbury,  by  way  of  Hampfted-Norris ; about  nine  miles  from  Wallingford  ; and 
about  1 2 from  Reading,  by  way  of  Streatley.  The  manor  of  Aldworth,  which,  at 
the  taking  of  the  Norman  Survey,  had  belonged  to  Theodoric  the  goldfmith,  was 
conveyed  in  1276,  by  Thomas  de  Clare,  to  Robert  de  Mufgros,  and  confirmed  to 
liim  and  his  heirs  the  fame  year,  by  the  royal  charter51.  Iiawife,  daughter  and 
heir  of  this  Robert,  brought  it  in  marriage  to  the  noble  family  of  Ferrars,  of 
Chartley*,  together  with  the  manor  of  Hampfted-Norris,  formerly  called  Hampfted- 
Ferrars,  and  other  eftates  in  this  neighbourhood.  There  was  another  manor  in 
Aldworth,  which,  with  that  of  De  la  Beche,  in  the  fame  parilh,  belonged,  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  to  the  De  la  Beches.  Edmund  De  la  Beche,  Archdeacon 
of  Berks,  who  was  of  this  family,  was  committed  to  Pomfret  Caftlein  1322,  for 
being  concerned  in  the  efcape  of  Maurice  Lord  Berkeley,  and  Lord  Audley,  from 
Wallingford*.  Sir  Nicholas  De  la  Beche  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the  Black 
Prince’s  education,  and  was  afterwards  lieutenant  of  the  Tower1.  In  1338,  he 
had  the  king’s  licence  to  make  a caftle  of  his  manfion,  called  De  la  Beche,  in  this 
parilh™.  In  1340,  King  Edward  III.  having  returned  from  France,  forely  incenfed 
againft  thofe  whom  he  had  entrufted  with  the  care  of  levying  money  in  his  abfence, 
for  not  making  him  timely  remittances,  difplaced  fome  of  his  principal  minifters, 
and  committed  feveral  of  the  judges,  and  Sir  Nicholas  De  la  Beche,  to  the  Tower". 
De  la  Beche  was  foon  reftored  to  favour,  was  employed  the  following  year  in  the 
wars  of  Britany,  fummoned  to  Parliament  as  a baron  in  1342;  and  in  1343  was 
made  fenefchal  of  Gafcony  °.  He  died  in  1347,  without  iffue.  Margaret,  his 
widow,  married  Sir  Thomas  Arderne,  and  refided  at  another  feat  of  the  family, 
Beaumys  Caftle,  near  Reading  ; from  whence  (he  was  forcibly  carried  away  by  John 
de  Dalton,  and  his  accomplices,  in  1349  p.  It  has  been  faid,  that  theheirefs  of  the 
De  la  Beches,  of  Aldworth,  married  into  the  Whitlock  family11  j but  this  match 
appears  to  have  applied  to  a branch  of  the  De  la  Beches,  which  continued  much 
later  in  the  male  line1-.  The  Aldworth  eftates,  immediately  on  the  death  of 

Nicholas 

k Cart.  4 Edw.  I.  1 Dugdale.  k Holinfhed.  1 Holinfhed  and  Dugdale. 

B1  Pat.  12  Edw.  III.  " Holinfhed.  ° Dugdale.  * See  PvOt.  II.  126.  and 

Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  461,  462.  ’ See  Afhmole’s  Colie&ions.  r John 

Whilloek,  anceftor  of  Sir  James  and  Sir  Bulftrode  Whitlock,  married  Agnes,  daughter  and 

heir 
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Nicholas  Lord  De  la  Beche,  pafled  to  the  fillers  of  John  De  la  Beche,  who  preceded 
Nicholas  in  the  poffeffion  of  thofe  eftates,  and  died  feifed  of  them  in  1328  \ It  is 
probable,  that  he  was  an  elder  brother.  One  of  thefe  co-heirefles  appears  to  have 
married  an  ancellor  of  the  Danvers  family.  Joan,  the  elder,  married  Sir  Andrew 
Sackville,  anceflor  of  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  and  had  by  him  a fon  of  the  fame  name  \ 
who  poifeifed  part  of  the  property  of  the  De  la  Beches,  the  whole  of  which,  as  far  as 
relates  to  Aldworth,  feems  to  have  centered  in  Sir  Thomas  Langford,  and  Joan  his 
wife,  purfuant  to  an  entail  in  a family  fettlement u ; it  is  not  improbable,  that  this 
Joan  was  the  elder  of  the  above-mentioned  co-heireffes,  who,  after  the  death  of 
Sir  Andrew  Sackville,  might  have  married  Sir  Thomas  Langford.  Several  ancient 
monuments  in  the  pariffi  church x,  are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  ere  died  in 
memory  of  the  De  la  Beches.  Capt.  Symonds,  who  vifited  Aldworth  church  in 
1 644,  fays,  that  Mr.  Grace,  who  was  then  vicar,  informed  him,  that  an  altar  tomb 
in  the  middle  of  the  church,  on  which  are  the  figures,  in  brafs,  of  a perfon  in 
armour,  and  his  lady,  was  that  of  Nicholas  Lord  De  la  Beche,  and  that  a pedigree 
of  the  family,  fairly  written  on  parchment,  formerly  hung  at  the  eafl  end  of  the 
fouth  aifle;  but  that  when  Queen  Elizabeth  vifited  Aldworth,  in  one  of  her  pro- 
greffes,  the  Earl  of  Leicefler  took  it  down  to  fhew  her  Majefly,  and  it  was  never 
replaced7.  Sir  Thomas  Langford,  above  mentioned,  died  in  1391  % and  his  de- 
fendants, feveral  of  whom  ferved  the  office  of  fherifF,  continued  at  Aldworth  till 
1509,  when  John  Langford  efq.  died  feifed  of  the  manors  of  Aldworth  and  De 
la  Beche,  having  covenanted  that  Ann,  his  only  child,  then  nine  years  of  age, 
ffiould,  when  ffie  came  to  years  of  difcretion,  marry  either  Walter,  fon  and  heir  of 
Henry  Smith,  or  Thomas,  fon  and  heir  of  John  Spencer a : perhaps  death  relieved 
her  from  making  the  choice : it  does  not  appear,  at  lead  from  records,  that  the 
manor  of  Aldworth,  or  any  of  the  other  Berkfhire  eflates  which  belonged  to  the 
Langfords,  were  ever  in  the  families  of  Smith  or  Spencer.  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  the  manor  of  Aldworth  was  the  property  of  Sir  John  Norris,  from  whom 
it  defended  to  the  Berties.  In  1756,  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon, 
by  the  father  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Sunning.  There 
are  no  remains  of  De  la  Beche  Caftle.  Its  fite,  now  called  Beche  Farm,  is  the 
property  of  Mr.  Charles  Stevens,  of  Peafemore. 

heir  of  Robert  De  la  Beche,  about  the  year  1434,  Wm,  Whitlock,  firft  Coufin  of  Sir  James  Whitlock, 
was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Beeches,  near  Wokingham,  fo  called  from  this  family.  Pedigree  of  Whit- 
lock, communicated  by  Ralph  Bigland  efq.  Norroy  King  of  Arms. 

* Efch.  9 Edw.  II.  * Collins.  u See  Efch.  44  Edw.  III.  under  the  name  of 

De  la  Beche.  * See  an  account  of  thefe  monuments,  p.  208.  ■ y Symonds’s  MS.  Notes 

in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  1 Efch.  14  Rich.  II.  1 Efch.  1 Hen.  VIIJ. 
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The  redory  of  Aldworth  was  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Bromhale,  in  1 307. 
It  now  belongs  to  the  mafter  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College,  in  Cambridge, 
who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  vicar  enjoys  a beneficial  leafe  of  the  great 
tythes  under  the  college. 

Appleton,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about  five 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Oxford.  The  manor  which  had  belonged  to  Robert  de 
Stokes,  was,  in  1308,  granted  to  Giles  de  la  Mote,  Groom  of  the  King’s  Cham- 
bers b.  The  mere  early  part  of  its  hiftory  is  entirely  enveloped  in  obfeurity,  which 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  the  manor-houfe,  which  Hill  exifts,  is  undoubtedly  of  a 
more  ancient  date,  and  exhibits  a very  rare  fpecimen  of  a private  manfion  of  fo 
remote  a period c.  From  the  De  la  Motes,  the  manor  of  Appleton  palled,  by  female 
heirs,  to  the  families  of  Fitzwarren,  Gallon,  and  Petyt d.  It  was  afterwards  in  the 
Fettiplaces.  Sir  John  Fettiplace  fold  it,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the 
Hanleys,  of  whom,  before  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  it  was  purchafed  by  the 
ancellors  of  Robert  Southby  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  refides  in  the  ancient 
manfion  above  mentioned,  which  Hands  near  the  church. 

The  manor  of  Tinteynes  in  this  parilh,  which  pafied,  by  a female  heir,  from  the 
family  of  Befils,  of  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Befils-Legh,  to  the  Fettiplaces  % was 
purchafed  a few  years  ago,  by  Mr.  Southby,  of  Mr.  Cook,  who  bought  it  of  the 
Fettiplace  family.  There  appears  to  have  been  formerly  a confiderable  manfion  at 
Tinteynes,  within  a moated  fite. 

The  manor  of  Eton,  in  this  parilh,  commonly  called  Eton  juxta  Cumner,  which 
belonged  formerly  to  the  family  of  St.  Hilary,  pafied,  by  a female  heir,  to  Aylmer, 
Lord  St.  Amand,  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Sir  John  Golafref;  and,  at  a later 
period,  of  Sir  Thomas  White,  who  gave  it  to  his  newly-founded  college  of  St.  John 
the  Baptill,  in  Oxford. 

In  the  parifh  church  at  Appleton,  is  a handfome  monument  of  Sir  John  Fetti- 
place, who  died  in  1593,  with  his  effigies  in  armour,  and  the  tomb  of  John  Good- 
ryngton,  with  the  figure  in  brafs  of  a Ihrouded  Ikeleton.  He  died  in  1518,  and 
his  widow  became  a nun  at  Syon.  There  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of 
Southby.  The  prefident  and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  College,  in  Oxford,  are  patrons 
of  the  redory. 

Arborfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Sunning,  is  fituated  about  four  miles  fouth-weft 
of  Wokingham,  and  about  five  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Reading.  It  is  probable  that 

v Pat.  1 Edw.  II.  c See  p.  212.  A See  Efch.  7 Ecfw.  IV.  e Efch.  7 Hen.  VIII. 

1 See  Efch.  4 Hen.  IV.  & 20  Hen,  VI. 
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the  manor,  which  lies  within  the  manor  of  Sunning,  belonged  formerly  to  the 
Bullocks,  of  this  place ; an  ancient  family,  feveral  of  whom  ferved  the  office  of 
ffieriff  in  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  centuries.  One  of  them  is  called,  in  their 
pedigree,  Hugh  with  the  brazen  handg.  In  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century, 
this  manor  was  in  the  Standens.  William  Standen  efq.  of  Arborfield,  was  ffieriff 
of  the  county  in  1615.  Edward  Standen,  the  lad  heir  male  of  this  family,  was  the 
perfon  alluded  to  in  the  well-known  ballad  of  Molly  Mogg  of  the  Rofe h.  He  died 
about  the  year  17^0,  when  his  eftates  devolved  on  his  heir,  Richard  Aldworth  efq. 
father  of  the  prefent  Lord  Rraybroke,  then  a minor,  and  were  fold  by  his  guardian, 
under  an  aft  of  Parliament  (4  Geo.  II.)  to  Pelfant  Reeves,  father  of  John  eeves 
efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  There  is  a handfome  monument  for  Pelfant  Reeves  efq. 
in  the  pariffi  church.  The  manor-houfe,  an -old  manfion  near  the  church,  built  by 
the  Standens,  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Wifdom  Barrett. 

Lord  Braybroke  is  patron  of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading ; 
the  advowfon  was  referved  when  the  manor  was  fold  by  his  father’s  guardian.  This 
pariffi  contains  about  1300  acres. 

Ardington,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  is  a fmall 
village,  about  two  miles  eaft  of  'Wantage.  The  manor  was  anciently  parcel  of 
the  barony  of  St.  Walery.  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  King  of  the  Romans, 
died  feifed  of  it  in  1272’.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Longefpees  and  Lacys,  Earls 
of  Salifbury  and  Lincoln  k ; from  the  latter  it  paffed-  to  the  Cobhams,  before  the 
year  1326  *.  St.  John  de  Cobham  gave  it  to  King  Edw.  III.  in  1364,  referving  a 
life  intereft  in  itm.  In  1368,  the  king  bellowed  the  manor  of  Ardington,  defcribed 
as  having  then  lately  belonged  to  his  aunt,  Mary  Countefs-Marffiall",  on  his  favourite 
Alice  Perrers0.  It  became  forfeited  upon  her  attainder,  which  took  place  after  the 
King’s  death,  and  was  granted  to  John  Holland,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  brother  of 
King  Richard  II p.  Reverting  to  the  crown,  after  the  death  of  his  fon,  John  Duke 
of  Exeter,  it  was  given,  in  1483,  to  Richard  Lord  Grey,  the  Queen’s  fon,  and 
his  iffue  maleq.  It  is  now  the  property  of  William  Wifeman  Clarke  efq.  whofe 
anceftors  have  poffeffed  it  more  than  two  centuries.  In  the  pariffi  church  is  the 
monument  of  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  who  was  ffieriff  of  the  county  in  1626,  and 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Temple  bart.  The  great  tythes  were  appropriated 

s Berkfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum.  h From  the  information  of  the  prefent  reftor, 

Mr.  Hodgkinfon.  1 Efch.  56  Hen.  III.  k Dugdale’s  Baronage.  1 Efch.  19 

Edw.  II.  m Pat.  38  Edw.  III.  " Mary  Brotherton,  Countefs  of  Norfolk,  and 

Countefs-Marlhall,  was  relift  of  Ralph  de  Cobham.  See  Efch.  3 6 Edw.  III.  0 Pat. 

42  Edw.  III.  r Pat.  8 Ric.  II.  See  another  grant  to  the  fame  Earl,  Pat.  12  R.  II. 

q Pat.  22  Edw.  IV. 
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to  Ofeney  Abbey  ; they  are  now  held  under  ChrilPs  Church  College,  In  Oxford,  by 
Mr,  Clarke.  The  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  that  college. 

Ashampsted,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  nine  miles  north-eafl  of 
Newbury,  and  about  eleven  north-well  of  Reading.  In  1329  Sir  Gilbert  de 
Ellesfeld  gave  lands  to  King  Edward  III.  for  the  manor  of  Alhamplled,  and  died 
feifed  of  it  in  i344r.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Langfords5,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  Robert  Hopkins  efq.  of  Tidmarlh,  by  a late  purchafe  from  the  family  of  Gill, 
who  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  it  about  forty  years. 

Thomas  de  Colelhill  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  the  Wyle,  in  Alhamplled,  in 
the  year  1352b 

The  manor  of  Hartridge,  in  this  parilh,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  ellate  which 
was  anciently  held  by  the  tenure  of  keeping  a Gofs-hawk  for  the  King u.  This  ellate 
belonged,  at  a remote  period,  to  a family  of  the  fame  name,  and  was  afterwards 
fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Percy,  Romaine,  and  Waytex.  The  manor  of  Hart- 
ridge is  now  the  property  of  Robert  Baker  efq. 

The  parochial  chapel  of  Alhamplled  is  annexed  to  the  vicarage  of  Bafilden. 
The  impropriate  reftory  was,  in  1619,  the  property  of  Sir  William  Kingfmill.  It  was 
afterwards  in  the  family  of  Sayer,  and  palled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Gills,  of  whom 
it  was  lately  purchafed  by  Mr.  Hopkins. 

\ 

Ashbury,  in  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  on 
the  borders  of  Wiltfhire,  about  ten  miles  well  of  Wantage,  about  fix  north-well  of 
Lambourn,  and  about  eight  fouth  of  Faringdon.  The  manor  of  Alhbury  was  given 
by  King  Edred,  to  the  monaltery  of  Glallonburyy : after  the  dilfolution  it  was 
granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  (in  1544)  to  the  family  of  Elfex,  of  whom  it  was 
purchafed  in  1625,  by  Sir  William  Craven,  afterwards  Lord  Craven,  anceltor  of 
the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Craven,  who  has  a feat  at  Afhdown  Park,  in 
this  parilh. 

The  manor  of  Edwinflone  or  Idllone,  has,  from  time  immemorial,  paffed  with 
that  of  Alhbury.  The  manor  of  Ordellone  or  Qdllone,  was,  as  early  as  the  year 
1518,  in  the  family  of  Rogers  % from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  that  of  Effex. 
In  the  year  r 598  it  was  fold  by  Sir  William  Effex,  to  Sir  Edward  Filher,  and  by 
the  latter  in  1626  to  Sir  William  Craven.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Craven, 
who  has  a fourth  manor  in  this  parilh,  called  Kingllon-Winllow.  Idjlone , Odjione , 
and  Kingjl on -Win/low,  are  hamlets  to  Alhbury. 

1 Efch.  iS  Edw.  III.  The  manor  is  called  in  the  Record,  Yefhampfted.  5 Efch.  Ric.  II.  See. 

' Efch.  26  Edw.  III.  u Blount’s  Jocular  Tenures.  * Efch.  Edw.  I.  and 

Hen.  VI.  y Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  z Efch.  9 Hen.  VIII. 
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The  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells  is  patron  of  the  fmecure  reftory.  Upon  a vacancy 
in  the  vicarage,  the  redor  appoints  one  out  of  three  perfons,  nominated  by  the  pre- 
fident  and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  College,  in  Oxford.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed, 
under  an  aft  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1770,  when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned 
to  the  reftor  and  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes;  and  rents  in  lieu  of  tithes  of  the  old 
inclofures.  In  the  aft  of  parliament,  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  Magdalen 
College  are  dated  to  be  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

Aston-Thorold  or  Tirold,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton  and  deanery  of 
Abingdon,  lies  about  five  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Wallingford,  and  about  the  fame 
diflance  north-eafl  of  Ilfley.  It  is  the  EJlone  or  Eafl-town  of  Domefday,  and 
certainly  not  the  fite  of  the  celebrated  battle  between  the  Danes  and  Saxons,  which 
was  fought  at  JEfcefdune.  A manor  in  this  parifh,  which  belonged  to  the  abbey 
of  Noion,  in  Normandy1*,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  granted  after  the  fuppreffion  of 
alien  priories,  to  the  De  la  Poles,  Dukes  of  Suffolk,  who  were  poffeffed  of  it  in 
1495 b.  Another  manor  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Pratell,  in  Normandy, 
was  granted  by  King  Henry  V.  in  1413,  to  the  priory  of  XVitham,  in  Somerfetfhire. 
The  manor  of  Aflon-Tirold,  comprifing,  probably,  both  thefe  eflates,  was  given 
by  Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  to  King  Edward  VI.  in  1547.  In  the  17th  century  it  was 
in  the  Sambourns,  afterwards  in  moieties,  between  the  families  of  Hatton  and  White; 
one  moiety  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Fuller  efq.  the  other  of  Meffrs.  Jofeph 
and  John  Fuller. 

The  prefident  and  fcholars  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  are  patrons 
of  the  redory.  The  parifh  was  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1742. 

Avington,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newbury,  lies  two  miles  and  a half 
to  the  fouth-eafl  of  Hungerford.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  Longefpees,  Earls  of 
Salifbury,  from  whom  it  paffed  fucceffively  by  female  heirs  to  the  Lacys,  Earls  of 
Lincoln,  and  the  Lords  Strange  of  Knockin c.  It  is  probable,  that  at  a later  period  it 
was  in  the  families  of  Coventry  and  Choke.  Rich  Choke  married  the  heirefs  of 
the  Coventrys  of  Avington d;  hisgrandfon,  Francis,  was  knighted  in  1643  e.  Some 
years  ago,  the  manor  of  Avington  was  in  the  family  of  Jones,  of  Ramfbury,  in 
Wiltfhire.  William  Langham  efq.  younger  brother  of  the  late  Sir  James  Langham 
bart.  having  married  the  heirefs  of  that  family,  took  the  name  of  Jones,  and  was 
created  a baronet.  Dying  without  iffue,  Avington,  with  feveral  other  Berkfhire 
manors,  devolved,  upon  the  death  of  his  widow,  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett  bart.  who 
is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

1 See  Pat.  6 John.  b Rot.  Pari.  VI.  p.  475.  ' Dugdale’s  Baronage.  <!  Berk- 
shire Pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum.  * Ant.  Wood. 
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In  the  parifli  church,  which  exhibits  a very  curious  fpecimen  of  Saxon  archi- 
tecture, and  has  a very  fmgular  font  of  rude  workmanfhipf,  are  fome  memorials 
of  the  family  of  James,  of  Denford.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  is  patron  of  the  reCtory. 

Barkham,  in  the  hundred  of  Charlton,  lies  two  miles  and  a half  fouth-weft  of 
Wokingham,  and  about  feven  fouth-eaft  of  Reading.  The  manor  is  mentioned, 
in  fome  ancient  records,  as  an  appendage  to  Finchampfted  In  the  17th  century  it 
was  in  the  Standens  of  Arborfield h ; afterwards  in  the  Pitts,  of  Kingfton,  in  Dor- 
fetfliire,  and  in  the  Fonnereaus : it  was  purchafed  of  the  latter,  by  the  late  Hon. 
Admiral  Levefon  Gower,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  Colonel  Levefon  Gower, 
of  Bill-Hill.  Colonel  Gower  is  patron  of  the  reCtory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Reading.  The  Rev.  David  Davies,  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  author  of  a work, 
entitled  “ The  Cafe  of  Labourers  in  Hufbandry  hated  and  confidered.” 

Barrington  lies  about  three  miles  from  Burford,  near  the  road  to  Northleach. 
Though  feveral  miles  diftant  from  the  reft  of  the  county,  about  half  of  the  village 
and  parilh  is  fituated  within  an  infulated  part  of  Berkfhire ; the  church  being  in 
Gloucefterlhire,  it  will  be  treated  of  in  the  defcription  of  that  county. 

Basilden,  or  Basildon,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  8 miles 
from  Reading,  on  the  road  to  Wallingford.  It  had  formerly  a weekly  market 
granted  by  King  Edward  II.  in  1309,  together  with  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St. 
Barnabas '.  A moiety  of  the  manor  was  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Boteler, 
St.  Amand,  and  Braybroke  k ; the  other  moiety  in  the  De  la  Beches  and  Lang- 
fords '.  Thefe  moieties  became  afterwards  united.  The  manor  of  Bafilden  was 
bequeathed  by  Rachael,  Countefs  of  Bath  m,  to  her  nephew,  Sir  Henry  Fane  K.  B. 
whofe  fon  was,  in  1718,  created  VifcountFane  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Bafilden- 
park  continued  to  be  the  feat  of  this  noble  family  till  the  death  of  the  laft  Lord 
Fane,  in  or  about  the  year  1766,  not  long  after  which  it  was  purchafed  of  his 
only  furviving  filters,  the  late  Countefs  of  Sandwich  and  the  Countefs  de  Salis,  by 
Francis  Sykes  efq.  who  built  a noble  manfion  at  Bafil  den-park  from  the  defigns  of 
Mr.  Carr  of  York.  Mr.  Sykes  was  created  a baronet  in  1782.  Upon  his  death, 
in  1804,  Bafilden-park  devolved  to  his  fon,  Sir  Francis  William  Sykes  bait,  who 

f See  p.  204  and  207.  * See  Nomina  Villarum,  anno  1316,  in  the  Britidi  Mufeum. 

h Alhmole.  1 Cart.  2 Edw.  II.  k Cart.  2 Edw.  II.  Clauf.  25  Edw.  III.  & Efch.  4 Henry  IV. 

1 Efch.  Edw.  III.  Ric.  II.  & c.  m Second  daughter  of  Francis,  Earl  of  Weilmorland  ; married 
firft,  to  Henry  Boucliier,  Earl  of  Bath,  afterwards  to  the  Earl  of  Middlefex. 
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furvived  him'  only  a few  months ; being  fucceeded  in  his  title  and  eftates  by  his  fon 
Francis,  a minor. 

Thomas  Yonge,  the  elded  fon  of  Thomas  Yonge,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
Common  Pleas  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and  anceftor  of  Sir  George  Yonge  bart. 
fettled  at  Bafdden11.  His  defendant,  Roger  Yonge  efq.  who  died,  in  1684,  at 
the  age  of  96,  “ having  been  60  years  in  the  commilfion  of  the  peace,”  lies 
buried  in  Bafdden  church.  When  the  Norman  Survey  was  taken,  there  were 
two  churches  at  Bafdden.  It  is  probable  that  one  of  them  was  at  Upper-Bafdden, 
about  two  miles  from  the  prefent  parilh  church.  The  great  tithes  were  formerly 
appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Lyra,  and  afterwards  to  the  college  of 
Shottelbrooke 0 ; they  are  now  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Sykes ; he  is  patron  alfo 
of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Wallingford.  Bafdden  Heath  was  in- 
clofedby  an  aft  of  parliament  palled  in  1744. 

Beedon,  formerly  Budon,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  8 miles 
from  Newbury,  on  the  road  to  Oxford,  and  2 miles  and  a half  from  Illley.  It 
was  formerly  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Lille  family.  Alice  de  Lille  had  the 
royal  licence  to  make  a park  at  Beedon  in  1336 p.  It  afterwards  palfed,  by 
marriage,  to  the  Berkeleys,  and  was  probably  one  of  the  ellates  alienated  from 
that  noble  family  by  the  Marquis  of  Berkeley.  This  manor  has  been  in  the 
family  of  Reade  for  more  than  two  centuries,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
dowager  Lady  Reade,  together  with  the  manor  of  Stanmore , a hamlet  of  this 
parilh,  and  the  impropriate  tithes,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Abingdon.  She  is  alfo  patronefs  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Newbury.  Beedon  church  was  formerly  a chapel  to  Farnborough. 

Beenham,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Bath  road,  about  8 miles  from  Newbury,  and  about  10  from  Reading.  The 
manor  belongs  to  the  Rev.  Sir  Charles  Rich  bart.  who  purchafed  it  in  1793 
previoully  to  which  it  had  been,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  Marquis  of  Annan- 
dale’s  family.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bollock,  elder  brother  of  Sir  Charles  Rich,  has  a 
feat  in  this  parilh,  which  h£  inherited  from  the  Hopfons.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
Stackhoufe,  author  of  the  Hillory  of  the  Bible  and  the  Body  of  Divinity,  was 
vicar  of  Beenham,  and  lies  buried  in  the  parilh  church,  where  is  a tablet  to  his 
memory  with  the  following  infcription  : “ Juxta  reconditum  ell  quod  mortale  fuit 
Thomas  Stackhoufe,  A.  M.  hujus  ecclefise  per  annos  19  vicarii,  qui  pro  Chrilliana. 

n Kimber’s  Baronetage.  c See  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  v.  p.  129.  p Cart.  10  Edw.  III. 
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fide  ftrenuus  admodum  propugnator  non  fine  gloria  militavit ; qui  plus  fcire  vo- 
lunt  fcripta  fua  confulant.  Ex  hac  vita,  grata  alterius  vice  corpore  fuo  folutus 
emigravit  O&obris  Idibus  A.  S.  1752.  iEtatis  fuse  72.”  There  are  memorials 
in  the  parifh  church  for  the  Hopfons  and  Beringtons.  The  great  tythes,  which 
were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Reading,  were  purchafed  by  Sir  Charles  Rich 
of  Philip  Lybbe  Powys  efq.  in  1802.  Mrs.  Mary  Stevens,  widow  of  the  late 
incumbent,  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage. 

Besils-Legh,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about 
5 miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Oxford  on  the  road  to  Faringdon.  The  manor  be- 
longed anciently  to  the  family  of  Legh q,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  a female  heir, 
to  that  of  Befils.  On  the  death  of  William  Befils  efq.  in  1516,  the  manor  of 
Befils-Legh  devolved  to  Edmund  Fettiplace,  who  married  Elizabeth,  his  daughter 
and  foie  heir r.  William  Lenthall,  fpeaker  of  the  long  parliament,  purchafed 
Befils-Legh  of  the  Fettiplaces,  and  occafionally  refided  there ; his  fon,  Sir  John 
Lenthall,  was  governor  of  Windfor  callle  under  Cromwell.  He  died  in  1681, 
and  lies  buried  at  Befils-Legh,  where  are  a few  other  memorials  of  the  family.  In 
the  manor-houfe  at  this  place,  now  pulled  down,  was  formerly  the  celebrated 
pi&ure  of  Sir  Thomas  More’s  family,  now  at  the  priory  in  Burford,  the  feat  of 
John  Lenthall  efq.  who  is  lord  of  the  manor  of  Befils-Legh  and  patron  of 
the  re&ory. 

Binfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Cookham,  and  deanery  of  Reading,  is  fituated 
in  Windfor  forefl  about  three  miles  north-eafi:  of  Wokingham,  and  nearly  11 
fouth-weft  of  Windfor.  The  manor  was,  in  1548,  furrendered  by  Lord 
Sandys  to  King  Edward  VI.  and  has  ever  fince  been  in  the  crown.  There 
are  three  inferior  manors  in  the  parifh,  the  mod  extenfive  of  which  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Claude  Ruffel  efq.  who  has  a feat  at  Binfield.  This  eflate,  defcribed  as 
the  manor  of  Binfield,  was  purchafed,  in  1595,  of  the  Staffords  of  Bradfield,  by 
John  Dancaftle  efq.  whofe  defcendant  of  the  fame  name  conveyed  it,  in  1754,  to 
William  Pitt  efq.  uncle  of  the  prefent  William  Moreton  Pitt  efq.  by  whom  it  was 
fold,  under  an  aft  of  parliament  in  1778,  to  Buckworth  Herne  efq.  By  fubfe- 
quent  alienations  it  paffed  through  the  hands  of  William  Coxe  efq.  and  Lord 
Kinnaird  ; of  the  latter  it  was  purchafed,  in  1795,  by  the  prefent  proprietor.  A 
fecond  manor,  called  Depers,  or  Diaper,  was  fome  time  ago  the  property  of 
Mr.  Webb,  afterwards  of  Col.  Hawley,  and  now  of  Mr.  Zechariah  Boult.  The 

q Thomas  de  Legh  was  lord  of  the  manor  in  1316.  See  Nomina  Villarum.  Harl.  MSS.  No.  6281. 

' Efch.  7 Hen.  VIII. 
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The  third,  called  Buckhurd,  belongs  to  Mr.  Charles  Cove,  and  was  feme  time 
ago  the  property  of  Robert  Southey  efq. 

Binfield  is  generally  faid  to  have  been  the  birth-place  of  Pope  ; but  Dr.  Wilfon, 
the  late  reflor,  afeertained  that  he  did  not  come  there  till  he  was  fix  years  of  age. 

It  is  certain  that  this  celebrated  poet  fpent  the  early  part  of  his  life  in  this  village  ; 
that  the  furrounding  feenery  of  Windfor  fored  fuggeded  fome  of  the  fird  effu- 
fions  of  his  mufe,  and  that  he  continued  to  refide  at  Binfield  till  he  purchafed  the 
villa  at  Twickenham,,  which  dill  goes  by  his  name.  The  fite  of  Pope’s  houfe  at 
Binfield  is  now  the  refidence  of  Thomas  Neate  efq. 

There  are Teveral  elegant  villas  at  this  place,  the  beauty  of  the  fituation,  its  vicinity 
to  Windfor,  and  ready  accefs  to  the  metropolis,  having  been  drong  inducements 
to  perfons  cf  fortune  to  fix  themfelves  in  fo  definable  a fpot.  The  mod  confpi- 
cuous  is  that  of  Onefiphorus  Elliot  Elliot  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Blount  of  Sodington,  ba- 
ronets ; and  of  the  families  of  Dancadle  and  Lee,  the  latter  of  whom,  during  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  lad  two  centuries,  inhabited  an  old  manfion,  now  pulled 
down,  which  dood  near  the  eighth  mile  done  on  the  road  to  Windfor.  After  the 
extindlion  of  the  Lee  family,  it  came  by  inheritance  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Stirling, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  who  redded  at  Binfield,  and  was  buried  there  in 
1739  ; as  appears  by  his  tomb  in  the  chancel.  The  more  modern  monuments  of 
note  are  thofe  of  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  who  commanded  the  Britifh  fleet  at 
the  taking  of  Pondicherry,  and  died  in  1794;  and  of  the  celebrated  female  hido- 
rian  Catharine  Macauley,  who,  after  her  marriage  with  a fecond  hufband,  called 
herfelf  Macauley  Graham : fhe  is  deferibed  by  that  name  on  her  monument, 
which  is  ornamented  with  her  portrait  on  a medallion.  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham 
died,  in  1791,  at  Binfield,  where  die  redded  during  the  latter  part  of  her  life. 
The  reftory  of  Binfield  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Bisham,  anciently  Bisteham  or  Bustleham,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerfli 
and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies  4 miles  and  a half  north-wed  of  Maidenhead,  and 
not  quite  a mile  from  Great  Marlow  in  Buckinghamlhire,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river. 

The  manor  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  de  Ferrars  ; whofe 
grandfon,  Robert  Earl  Ferrars,  gave  it,  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  to  the 
Knights  Templars,  who  are  faid  to  have  had  a preceptory  there  s . After  the 
fuppreflion  of  that  order,  it  was  fucceflively  in  the  pofleflion  of  Thomas,  Earl  , 
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of  Lancafter',  Hugh  le  Defpencer  uy  and  Eubulo  L’Eftrange x.  In  1335,  it  was 
granted  by  king  Edward  III.  to  William  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salifbury  y,  who,  two- 
years  afterwards,  procured  the  royal  licence  for  founding  a monaftery  at  Bilham, 
for  canons  regular  of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin,  and  endowing  it  with  lands  of  300I. 
per  ann. K Within  the  walls  of  this  convent  were  interred  the  following  noble 
perfons : William,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  fon  of  the  founder,  who  diltinguilhed  him- 
felf  at  the  battle  of  Poi&iers 3 ; John,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  who,  confederating 
againft  King  Henry  IV.  was  flain  at  Cirencefter  in  1401  b ; Thomas,  Earl  of  Salif- 
bury, the  famed  hero  of  Henry  the  Fifth’s  reign,  who  loft  his  life  at  the  fiege  of 
Orleans  in  1428';  Richard  Neville,  Earl  of  Salifbury  and  Warwick,  who  was 
beheaded  at  York,  in  1460,  for  his  adherence  to  the  houfe  of  Lancafter  dj  Richard 
Neville,  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick  and  Salifbury,  and  his  brother  John,  Marquis 
of  Mouritague,  who  both  fell  at  the  battle  of  Barnet,  1470 e j and  the  unfortunate 
Edward  Plantagenet,  Earl  of  Warwick,  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence f,  who,  bred 
up  from  his  cradle  in  prifon,  was  beheaded  in  1499  f°r  attempting  to  tafte  the 
fweets  of  liberty.  The  founder  is  faid  to  have  been  buried  at  the  White  Friars g ; his 
fon  directed,  by  his  will,  that  a monument  fhould  be  ere&ed  to  his  memory  at 
Bilham h.  Moft  of  the  above-mentioned  illuftrious  chara&ers  had  fplendid  monu- 
ments in  the  conventual  church,  but  thefe  were  all  deftroyed  after  the  diffolution 
of  the  abbey,  without  regard  to  the  rank  or  famed  exploits  of  the  deceafed,  nor 
even  excepting  the  tomb  of  Salifbury,  “ the  mirror  of  all  martial  men — who  in 
thirteen  battles  overcame — and  firfl  trained  Henry  V.  to  the  wars  i.” 

The  priory  of  Bilham  was  furrendered  to  the  king  at  the  time  of  the  diffolution 
of  the  fmaller  monafteries  in  1536,  although  it  does  not  feem  to  have  fallen  under 
the  defcription  of  thofe  to-  which  the  a£t  of  parliament  extended,  for  its  rental 
amounted  to  285I.  ns.  od.f  clear  yearly  value.  The  next  year  the  king  reftored 
the  convent,  increafmg  its  poffeflions  with  the  lands  of  the  abbey  of  Chertfey,  and 
the  diffolved  priories  of  Ankerwyke,  Little  Marlow,  and  Medmenham,  and 
changing  its  eftablilhment  to  an  abbot  and  13  monks  of  the  Benedictine  order1'. 
The  general  diffolution  of  monafteries  happened  foon  afterwards,  when  its  re- 
venues were  eftimated  at  661 1.  14s.  9d .per  ann.  William  Barlow,  who  was  prior  of 
Bilham  at  the  firft  furrender  in  1536,  was  made  bilhop  of  St.  Afaph  that  year,  and 

* See  Pat.  15  E.  II.  u Ibid.  * Pat.  8 Edw.  III.  y Pat.  9 Edw.  Ill,  z Pat.  11 
Edw.  III.  1 Dugdale.  b His  body  was  firft  buried  in  the  abbey  at  Cirencefter,  whence  it  was 
removed  to  Bilham  by  Maud  his  widow.  See  Dugdale’s  Baronage,  and  the  Monafticon. 

* Brooke’s  Catalogue  of  Nobility.  d He  was  firft  buried  at  Pomfret,  but  afterwards  removed 

to  Bilham.  See  Brooke’s  Catalogue  of  Nobility.  e Dugdale’s  Baronage.  f Brooke’s 

Catalogue  of  Nobility.  f See  Dugdale.  b Ibid.  * Shakfpeare*  ■ * Magna  Britannia. 


was 


243 


BERKSHIRE. 

was  fucceffively  translated  to  St.  David’s,  Bath  and  Wells,  and  Chichefler.  He 
married  after  the  Reformation ; and  it  is  remarkable  that  he  had  five  daughters,  who 
were  all  married  to  bilhops King  Edward  VI.  granted  the  fite  of  Bifham  abbey 
to  his  father’s  repudiated  wife,  Anne  of  Cleve,  who  having  Surrendered  it  to  the 
crowm  again  in  1552  m,  it  was  then  given  to  Sir  Philip  Hoby,  a zealous  proteftant, 
who  had  been  of  the  privy  council  to  King  Henry  VIII.  Queen  Elizabeth  paid  a 
vifit  to  his  nephew,  Sir  Edward  Hoby,  in  1 592".  This  Sit  Edward  was  governor 
of  Queenborough  caftle,  and  a gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber.  He  was  a dif- 
tinguifhed  Speaker  in  the  four  lafl:  parliaments  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  As  a writer, 
he  difplayed  his  talents  only  in  controversial  divinity.  The  learned  Camden,  who 
dedicated  his  Hibernia  to  him,  has  taken  more  than  one  opportunity  of  commend- 
ing his  abilities  and  acknowledging  his  friendfhip.  Sir  Edward  Hoby  died  in  1617. 
Anthony  Wood  fays,  that  he  left  a natural  fon,  Peregrine,  by  one  Catharine 
Pinkney,  from  whom  the  Hobys  of  Bifham  defcended ; but  the  Baronetage  of 
1727  makes  Peregrine  the  fon  of  Sir  Edward  by  his  third  wife,  who  was  of  the 
Umpton  family.  Edward  Hoby,  fon  of  Peregrine,  was  created  a baronet  in 
1666.  The  Rev.  Sir  Philip  Hoby  bart.  the  lafl:  heir  male  of  the  family,  died  in 
1766,  when  this  eftate  went  to  the  Mills  of  Hampfliire,  who  were  connected  with 
the  Hobys  by  marriage.  Bifham  abbey  is  now  the  feat  of  George  Vanfittart  efq. 
one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire,  who  purchafed  it  with  the  manor,  of  the  widow  of 
Sir  John  Hoby  Mill  bart.  who  died  in  1780.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  con- 
ventual buildings,  except  an  ancient  door-way,  now  the  entrance  of  the  houfe. 

In  an  aifle,  or  chapel,  adjoining  the  parifh  church,  is  a window  richly  orna- 
mented with  the  arms  and  quarterings  of  the  Hoby  family.  This  chapel  was  built 
by  the  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Hoby,  one  of  the  learned  daughters  of  Sir  Anthony 
Coke,  of  Gidea  hall  in  Effex,  for  the  fepulture  of  her  hufband,  who,  being  ambaf- 
fad^r  at  Paris,  died  there  in  the  year  1566  ; being  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  as 
Anthony  Wood  obferves,  afting  too  zealoufly  for  his  miflrefs.  His  body  was 
brought  to  England  and  interred  in  this  chapel,  whither  Lady  Hoby  caufed  the 
body  of  his  elder  brother,  Sir  Philip,  who  died  in  1558,  to  be  removed,  and 
erected  to  their  memory  a very  coftly.  monument,  with  their  effigies  in  armour.  It 
is  infcribed  with  a long  epitaph  in  Latin  verfe,  written  by  Lady  Hoby ; whofe 
compofitions  of  this  nature  are  very  numerous.  Sir  Thomas  Hoby  publifhed  a 
tranflation  of  Caftiglione’s  Courtier.  There  is  a very  handfome  monument  alfo 
for  Lady  Hoby,  who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  John  Lord  Ruffe!,  and  another 
for  Margaret,  wife  of  Sir  Edward  Hoby. 

: ‘Biograph.  Brit.  Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  " Queen  Elizabeth’s  Progreffes. 
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Stubbins,  in  this  parilh,  formerly  the  feat  of  Charles  Ambler  efq.  is  now  the 
property  and  refidence  of  the  Earl  of  Dorchefter,  who  has  lately  purchafed  it  of 
Elilha  Bifcoe  efq. 

Temple-houfe,  in  this  parilh,  was  built  by  the  late  Thomas  Williams  efq.  M.  P. 
for  Marlow,  and  proprietor  of  the  Temple  Mills,  where  an  extenfive  manufacture 
of  brafs  and  copper  has  been  carried  on  for  nearly  a century.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty and  feat  of  his  fon,  Owen  Williams  efq.  who  fucceeded  his  father  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  borough  of  Marlow. 

The  great  tithes  of  Bilham,  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbey,  are  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  Vanfittart,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Blewbury,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  lies  about  eight  miles  fouth-eaft  of 
Abingdon,  nearly  feven  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Wallingford,  and  about  four  miles 
north-eaft  of  Ilfley.  The  manor  belonged  to  Reading  abbey.  After  the  dilfolu- 
tion  it  continued,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  crown.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
John  Phillips  efq.  whofe  uncle  purchafed  it,  in  1762,  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Francis  Cottington  efq.  who  died  in  1 7 54.  Mr.  Cottington,  whofe  family  had  been 
many  years  in  polfelfion  of  this  manor  °,  was  a collateral  defcendant  of  Francis, 
Lord  Cottington,  king  Charles’s  fecretary. 

The  manor  of  Nottingham’s-fee,  in  Blewbury,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the 
family  of  Kidwelly,  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Thomas  Humfrey. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  ancient  memorials  for  the  family  of  Latton,  who, 
fo  early  as  the  year  1324 p,  had  a feat  at  Upton,  in  this  parilh,  where  they  continued 
during  the  following,  and  a part  of  the  1 6th  century.  Dame  Alice  Daunce,  wife 
of  Sir  John  Daunce,  furveyor-general  to  king  Henry  VIII.  who  died  in  1523,  as 
appears  by  her  epitaph,  was  of  this  family.  The  impropriate  rectory,  to  which  a 
manor  is  annexed,  was  formerly  the  corps  of  a prebend  in  the  church  of  Sarum, 
and  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  bilhops  of  that  diocefe,  as  an  augmentation 
of  their  fee.  It  is  now  held  under  the  bilhop,  on  a beneficial  leafe,  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  the  fons  of  the  clergy.  The  bilhop  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  lies 
within  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

There  are  chapels  of  eafe  at  Upton  and  AJlon-Upthorpe , two  hamlets  in  this 
parilh.  There  were  anciently  two  manors  in  Upton  : Upton-Moels,  which,  on  the 
death  of  the  laffc  Lord  Moels,  in  1337,  palfed,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Lords 
Bottreaux9,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Kidwelly r and  Upton-Ruflels, 
which,  in  1297,  was  in  the  Rulfels5,  and  afterwards,  fuccefiively,  in  the  families  of 

0 Court  Rolls  of  the  Manor.  p Afhmole.  9 Efch.  11  Edw.  III.  and  2 Edw.  IV. 

1 Efch.  Rich.  III.  and  Eliz,  5 Efch.  25  Ed.  I. 

CheJrey, 


BERKSHIRE. 


245 


Chelrey Bekyngham u,  Windfor x,  and  White  y.  There  is  now  only  one  manor 
in  this  hamlet,  which  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Phillips.  It  was  purchafed  by  his  uncle 
of  the  Tomkins  family,  who  had  polfelfed  it  for  many  years.  The  tithes  of 
Upton  belonged  formerly  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bermondfey,  to  whom  they 
were  given,  in  1072,  by  Wynebald  de  Baalun2,  Certain  common  fields  in  Upton 
were  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1790;  the  hamlet  of  Afton- 
Upthorpe,  by  an  aft  palfed  in  1792,  and  the  parilh  of  Blewbury,  by  an  aft,  palfed 
in  1803  : the  lands  were  not,  by  either  aft,  exonerated  from  tithes. 

A fchool-houfe  was  built  in  the  church-yard  at  Blewbury,  in  1 709,  by  Mr. William 
Malthus,  who  endowed  it  with  lands  at  Noke,  in  Oxfordlhire,  for  the  education  of 
30  boys  and  30  girls.  Mr.  Middleton  Bacon  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  one  poor 
man  in  1735. 

Boxford,  anciently  Boxore,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  four  miles  from 
Newbury,  near  the  road  to  Lambourn.  The  manor  feems  to  have  belonged,  at  a 
very  early  period,  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  as  a member  of  Welford. 
It  has  palfed  through  the  fame  hands  fince  the  dilfolution,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  John  Archer  Houblon  efq.  The  manor  of  Wejibrook , a hamlet  in  this  parilh, 
is  claimed  by  Mr.  Houblon,  as  a member  of  Boxford,  and  by  Lord  Craven,  as  an 
appendage  to  Benham-Valence.  Both  parties  appoint  game-keepers. 

Mrs.  Wells,  wife  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patronefs  of  the  reftory,  which  is 
in  the  deanery  of  Newbury.  Ounham  and  Wyfield , or  Wife  hold,  are  hamlets  in  this 
parilh  : at  the  former  was  a chapel  of  eafe,  which  has  been  deltroyed  many 
years. 

Bradfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  eight  miles  to  the  fouth-well  of 
Reading.  King  Ina  founded  a monallery  here  before  the  year  699,  as  appears  by 
a grant  of  that  monarch  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon a.  It  is  probable, 
that  it  was  not  of  long  continuance,  as  there  is  no  other  record  of  its  exiftence. 

The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  baronial  family  of  Somery b,  who  appear  to  have 
had  a feat  here.  In  1325,  it  was  granted  to  Hugh  le  Defpencer0.  It  was  after- 
wards in  the  Suttons.  John  Sutton  fold  it  to  Sir  Nicholas  De  la  Beche,  for  an 
annuity  of  50  marks'1.  When  John  Dalton  forcibly  carried  away  Margaret, 

* Efch.  9 Hen.  IV.  B Efch.  16  Edvv.  IV.  * Etch.  Car.  I.  y In  1669  it 

belonged  to  James  White,  of  Putney,  whole  grandfon  fold  it  to  the  Rev.  Michael  Johnfon— — 
Papers  in  the  poffefiion  of  William  Bray  efq.  2 Manning’s  Surrey,  vol.  I.  p.  192. 

3 Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  b Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Edw.  II.  c Dugdale’s  Baronage.. 

d Pari.  Rot.  vol.  II.  p.  1.7 6. 
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Lady  De  la  Beche,  and  married  her,  the  king  feized  on  this  manor,  and  granted  a 
leafe  of  it  to  Michael  le  Poyning e.  It  reverted  afterwards  to  the  Langfords,  as 
reprefentatives  of  the  De  la  Beches.  Sir  William  Langford,  who  was  fheriff  of 
Berkfhire  and  Oxfordfhire  in  1404,  refided  at  Bradfield,  and  was  buried  there. 
The  family  became  extinct  in  1 509  f.  This  manor  was  afterwards  in  the  Staffords e. 
About  the  year  1700,  it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Samuel  Thompfon.  In  T754, 
William  Thompfon  efq.  fold  it  to  Henry  Stevens  efq.  grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Stevens,  who  is  now  lord  of  the  manor,  patron  of  the  rectory,  and  incumbent.  The 
advowfon  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  was  purchafed  in 
1750,  by  the  grandfather  of  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Mr.  Septimus  Turton.  Some  ancient 
flint  walls,  and  other  traces  of  building  on  the  fite  of  the  manor-houfe,  feem  to 
denote,  that  it  was  a manfion  of  confiderable  confequence.  The  old  barn,  which 
ftill  remains,  is  191  feet  in  length.  Bradheld-houfe,  the  refidence  of  Mr.  Stevens, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  lodge.  A manfion  in  this  parifh,  called  Bradfield- 
Hall,  was  built  a few  years  ago,  "by  Stephen  Wilfon  efq.  who  is  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

Rufhall,  a nominal  manor  in  this  parifh,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Bunny,  of  New- 
bury. Elias  Afhmole,  the  celebrated  herald  and  antiquary,  had  an  eftate  in  this 
parifh,  which  he  acquired  by  his  marriage  with  Lady  Mainwaring,  relict  of  Sir 
Thomas  Mainwaring,  recorder  of  London,  and  daughter  of  Sir  William  Forfter, 
of  Aldermafton  h.  In  the  parifh  church  are  memorials  for  the  families  of  Thompfon 
and  Blandy. 

Dr.  Pordage,  a celebrated  enthufiafl,  placed  by  Baxter  at  the  head  of  the 
Behmenifls,  was  re&or  of  Bradfield  ; he  was  rejected  in  1654,  when  William  Lloyd, 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Worcefter,  was  prefented  by  Elias  Afhmole;  but  he  refigned 
it  foon  afterwards  to  avoid  a law-fuit,  the  right  of  prefentation  being  claimed  by 
Sir  Humphrey  Forfter1. 

Bray  gives  name  to  a hundred,  which  is  only  co-extenfive  with  the  parifh.  It 
lies  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  about  five  miles  north-weft  of  Windfor,  and  about 
a mile  and  a half  nearly  fouth  of  Maidenhead. 

The  principal  manor  has  been  from  time  immemorial  in  the  crown,  having  been 
occafionally  granted  for  life  to  fome  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  royal  family : 
of  late  years  it  has  been  leafed  out  to  private  perfons.  The  laft  leafe,  which  was 
granted  in  1771,  to  Charles  Ambler  efq.  was  purchafed  in  1783,  by  Lord  Brudenell, 

* Pari.  Rolls,  voL  II.  p.176.  1 Efch.  1 Hen.  VIII.  ! Efch.  Eliz.  h Life  of  Aihmole. 

[ Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  no. 
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SOW  Earl  of  Cardigan,  in  trull  for  his  Majelly.  The  moll  remarkable  cullom  of 
this  manor  is,  that,  in  default  of  male  heirs,  lands  are  not  divided  among  females  of 
the  fame  degree  of  kindred,  but  defcend  folely  to  the  eldell k. 

The  manor  of  Crafwell,  or  Crefwells,  in  this  parilh,  was  given  by  Sir  John 
St.  Philbert  to  king  Edward  III.  and  by  him  granted  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Windfor,  under  whom  it  has  ever  fince  been  held  on  leafe.  The  leafe,  which  had 
been  many  years  veiled  in  the  family  of  Meeke,  was  fold,  about  the  year  1780,  to 
Mr.  Fuller,  the  banker.  The  old  manor-houfe  on  this  ellate  is  uninhabited. 

S.tx 

The  manor  of  Foxleys,  which  took  its  name  from  the  family  of  Foxley,  to 
whom  it  belonged  in  the  14th  century1,  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families 
of  Murray  and  Banning.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Vanfittart,  a minor  $ 
his  grandfather,  Henry  Vanfittart  efq.  who  was  loll  in  the  Aurora  frigate,  pur- 
chafed  it,  in  1765,  of  William  Mackworth  Praed  efq. 

The  manor  of  Ocholt,  or  Ockholt,  belonged  at  an  early  period  to  the  family  of 
Norreys,  ancellors  of  the  Lords  Norreys  of  Rycote.  Richard  de  Norreys,  cook  to 
Eleanor,  Queen  of  Henry  III.  had  a grant  of  Ocholt  from  that  monarch  in  1 267, 
fubje£t  to  a fee-farm  rent  of  forty  Ihillings.  The  grant  hates  it  to  have  been  an 
encroachment  from  the  forefl  m.  Sir  William  Norreys,  who  was  commander  in  the 
king’s  army  at  the  battle  of  Stoke n,  died  feifed  of  this  ellate  in  1 507  °.  It  was 
afterwards  in  the  Fettiplaces  p.  The  family  of  Finch,  of  Hertfordlhire,  became 
polfelfed  of  it  about  the  year  1679  ; in  1786,  they  fold  it  to  the  late  Penyhon 
Portlock  Powney  efq.  in  whofe  reprefentatives  it  is  now  velletj.  The  manor  houfe, 
which  is  an  ancient  hrudlure,  was  a feat  of  the  Norreys  family.  In  the  hall  is  a 
large  bay  window  full  of  coats  of  arms  in  Itained  glafs,  among  which  are  thofe  of 
the  abbey  of  Abingdon  with  the  mitre,  and  of  the  Norreys  family,  feveral  times 
repeated,  with  their  motto  “ Feythfully  ferve.”  This  ancient  family  had  two 
other  manors  in  this  parilh,  Mores,  or  Moores,  and  Hynden.  The  manor,  or 
reputed  manor  of  Moores,  has  fince  palfed  through  a variety  of  hands.  It  was 
the  property  of  the  late  George  Proftor  efq.  whofe  family  purchafed  it  in  the  year 
1738.  The  manor  of  Hynden  having  been  purchafed  of  Lord  Norris,  about  the 
year  1 609,  by  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  was  given  by  him  to  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, for  the  fupport  of  the  public  library,  which  he  had  then  lately  founded q. 
There  is  another  reputed  manor  called  Hendens,  which  was  fucceflively  in  the 

\ 

k From  the  information  of  James  Payn  efq.  fteward  of  the  manor,  who  has  favoured  us  with  many 
particulars  from  the  Court  Rolls,  relating  to  the  other  manors. 

1 Efch.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  III.  John  Foxley  hadalicence  to  make  a park.  See  Edw.  II. 
m Pat.  52  Hen.  III.  " Dugdale’s  Baronage.  0 Efch.  22  Hen.  VII.  p Efch.  Hen.  VIII, 

* See  his  letter  annexed  to  Hearne’s  Chron.  Glafton.  p.  634. 
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families  of  Folham  and  Winder.  It  was  purchafed  in  1762  by  Sir  Thomas 
Reeve,  and  is  now  the  property  and  refidence  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trenchard,  who 
married  his  elder  daughter.  In  1444  John  Bray,  efquire  of  the  body  to  king 
Henry  VI.  held  in  fee  a houfe  and  lands,  faid  to  have  been  formerly  called  John 
of  Bray's  place,  and  afterwards  Hevyndens  r , perhaps  one  of  the  above-men- 
tioned eflates. 

The  manor  of  Ives,  which  extends  into  the  parifli  of  Cookham,  belonged  to 
Bifham  abbey,  and  was  afterwards  granted  for  life  to  Anne  of  Cleve.  In  1610 
it  was  granted  to  George  Salter  and  John  Williams,  by  whom  it  was  fold  to  Sir 
William  Garway  in  1617  s.  *649  h was  alienated  by  the  Garways  to  John 
Whitfield  efq.  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Powneys.  In  1794,  it  was 
purchafed,  in  trull  for  his  Majefly,  by  Gen.  Goldfworthy.  Ives  place  near 
Maidenhead,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  Powneys,  is  now  the  property  and  refi- 
dence of  Thomas  Wyatt  efq. 

The  manor  of  Lowbrooke,  alias  Lillybrooke,  was  the  property  of  the  late 
Henry  Partridge  efq.  fome  time  Chief  Juflice  of  Ely,  in  whofe  family  it  is  known 
to  have  been  as  early  as  the  year  1659.  It  now  belongs  to  his  fon,  who  is  a 
minor. 

Fyfield  houfe,  a reputed  manor  or  manor-farm,  was  many  years  in  the  family 
of  Winch,  and  defcended  from  them  to  the  Micldems,  in  whom  it  is  now  veiled. 

At  Holyport,  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  is  a manfion  called  Chuffs,  which  was  in 
the  family  of  Hayes  from  the  year  1674  till  after  the  death  of  the  late  James  Hayes 
efq.  fome  time  one  of  his  Majefly’s  juftices  for  Wales,  whofe  fecond  fon,  Charles 
Hayes  efq.  refides  in  another  houfe  at  Holyport.  It  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Waghorn. 

Down-place,  in  this  parifh,  was  the  refidence  of  Jacob  Tonfon  the  bookfeller ; 
afterwards  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  John  Huddleflon  efq.  who 
purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Barker  Church. 

Braywick  and  Holyport  are  confiderable  hamlets  in  this  parifh.  There  are  feveral 
cluflers  of  houfes  in  other  parts  of  the  parifh,  as  Oakley-green,  Eafl-Oakley,  Fyfield, 
and  Tutchen-end.  The  fouth  fide  of  Maidenhead  is  in  the  parifli  of  Bray.  Between 
that  town  and  the  bridge  is  the  villa  of  Sir  William  Herne,  alderman  of  London. 
At  Braywick,  are  Braywick  houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Windfor,  and 
Braywick  lodge,  that  of  Thomas  Slack  efq. 

Gay’s  houfe,  in  this  parifli,  the  feat  of  Lord  Lindores,  came  into  his  Lordfhip’s 
poffeffion  in  right  of  his  lady,  who  was  the  younger  daughter  and  co-heir  of  the 
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late  Sir  Thomas  Reeve.  Mr.  Townly  Ward  has  a villa  in  this  parilh,  called  the 
Willows : he  has  a ferine  ornee  alfo,  called  Bullock’s  Hatch  ; and  is  the  prefent 
lelfee  of  Monkey-ifland,  fo  called  from  a whimfical  ftrudure  (ornamented  with 
figures  of  monkeys),  built  by  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough, 

The  principal  monuments  in  the  parifh-church  at  Bray,  are  thofe  of  Sir  William 
Paule,  1685,  and  William  Norreys  efq.  ufher  of  the  order  of  the  Garter,  1592. 
There  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Hanger.  Alhmole  has  recorded  the 
tombs  of  Sir  William  Laken,  one  of  the  jultices  of  the  King’s  Bench,  1475  ; fome 
of  the  Foxley  family,  1436,  &c. ; Sir  Thomas  Stewkly,  1569,  &c. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Cirencelter.  King  Edward  VI.  in  1547,  granted  the  redorial  manor,  together 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  to  John  King,  bilhop  of  Oxford,  and  his 
fuccelfors  in  that  fee.  Canon-Hill,  the  feat  of  James  Law  efq.  is  the  redorial 
houfe,  held  on  leafe  by  him,  under  the  fee  of  Oxford.  The  late  Henry  Partridge 
efq.  was  lelfee  of  a portion  of  the  tithes  j the  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  his  fon,  a 
minor ; the  remainder  are  held  on  leafe,  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Jacob  Wilkinfon 
efq. 

Fuller,  in  his  Worthies  of  England,  publilhed  in  1661,  relates  a dory  of  the 
verfatility  of  a vicar  of  this  parilh,  who  is  faid  to  have  conformed  readily  to  every 
change  of  religion,  during  the  reign  of  Flenry  VIII.  and  his  three  immediate  fuc- 
celfors,  and  to  have  been  Heady  only  in  one  principle,  which  was  to  live  and  die 
Vicar  of  Bray.  The  writer  of  the  well-known  fong  of  the  Vicar  of  Bray  has 
altered  the  date  of  the  original  dory,  applying  it  to  the  17th  century,  and  making 
the  vicar’s  verfatility  Ihew  itfelf  by  the  frequent  variation  of  his  political  principles! 
Thomas  Brown,  vicar  of  this  parilh,  died  in  1759,  at  the  great  age  of  94,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  epitaph.  The  parilh  of  Bray  has  been  inclofed,  under  an  ad  of  par- 
liament,  palled  in  1786 ; the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

There  is  an  alms-hcufe  at  Bray,  called  Jefus  Hofpital,  founded  by  William  God- 
dard efq.  in  the  year  1627,  for  40  poor  perfons,  fix  of  whom  mull  be  free  of 
the  Filhmongers  Company  : thefe  have  an  allowance  of  12  fhillings  a-week,  if 
married  ; feven  fhillings,  if  fingle.  The  remainder  of  the  penfioners  mull  be  per- 
fons 50  years  of  age,  who  have  been  houfe -holders  in  the  parilh  of  Bray,  for  20 
years ; their  allowance  is  two  fhillings  a-week.  They  all  have  wood  and  coals,  and 
a gown  or  coat  every  year.  William  Cherry  efq.  founded  a fchool  for  the  edu- 
cation of  20  poor  boys,  and  endowed  it  with  lands,  which  produce  an  income  of 
about  30I.  per  annum.  The  mailer’s  falary  is  20I.  Bray  is  by  fome  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  Bibrncle  of  Richard  of  Cirencelter3. 

5 See  p.  2or, 
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Bright-Waltham,  alias  Bright-Walton,  commonly  called  Brickleton,  in 
the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  nine  miles  nearly  north  of  Newbury.  The 
manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Battle  in  Suffex,  was  granted  by  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  William  and  Thomas  Effex b.  It  was  afterwards  for  many  years 
in  the  family  of  Eyre,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  in  1800,  by  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor,  the  Rev.  William  Wroughton,  of  Woolly  Park.  Mr.  James  Cole  is 
patron  of  the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury.  The  reftor  and 
church-wardens  have  a right  of  fending  two  boys  of  this  parifh  to  the  fchool  at 
Chaddleworth. 

Brightwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies 
about  two  miles  weft  of  Wallingford.  There  was  formerly  a caftle  at  this  place, 
which  in  1153  was  delivered  up,  by  King  Stephen,  to  Henry  II.  then  Duke 
of  Normandy,  purfuant  to  an  agreement  made  between  them,  when  the 
peace  was  concluded c at  Wallingford,  and  probably  was  then  demolifhed.  Its 
Hte  is  not  known,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  flood  within  the  moat  where  is  notir 
the  manor  farm.  The  principal  manor  has  belonged,  from  time  immemorial,  to  the 
fee  of  Winchefter  : the  bifhop  holds  a court  annually,  as  lord  paramount. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  following  memorial  for  Thomas  Godwyn,  author  of 
a well-known  treatife  on  the  Roman  and  Jewifh  Antiquities : “ Depofitum  Thonue 
Godwyn , S.  T.  P.  viri  integerrimi,  pietate , literatura^  morum  fuavitate  fpedabilis 9 
redoris  hujus  ecclefuz  vlgilantijfimi , cujus  merita  melius  pojleris  tranfmittent  fcripta 
quam  marmor.  Hunc  lapidem  uxor  ejus  Phelipps  Godwyn  amoris  ergo  mare  ns  pofuit . 
Qbiit  Martii  20.  Anno  Dom.  1642.”  There  is  a memorial  alfo  for  Robert  Court, 
fome  time  auditor  to  Prince  Arthur,  who  died  in  1509.  He  was  proprietor  of  the 
manor  of  Makeney,  in  this  parifh,  and  built  a houfe  there  for  his  refidence d.  This 
manor  belonged,  fome  time  fince,  to  Matthew  Martin  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  had 
been  a confiderable  time : having  undergone  an  intermediate  alienation,  it  is  now 
the  property  of  Robert  Dalzell  efq.  of  Wallingford.  The  bifhop  of  Winchefter  is 
patron  of  the  redlory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Wallingford ; befides  the  tithes 
of  this  parifh,  the  reftor  is  entitled  alfo  to  the  greater  part  of  thofe  arifing  from  an 
eftate,  in  the  parifh  of  Harwell,  belonging  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter. 

Anthony  Wood  fays,  that  Bifhop  Gauden  was  redtor  of  this  parifh  in  1635  ; but  he 
was  evidently  mifinformed,  for  it  appears,  that  Dr.  Thomas  Godwyn  abovementioned 
was  re£tor  from  the  year  1629,  if  not  before,  till  his  death  in  1642';  Edward 
Bernard,  a learned  aftronomer,  and  Savilian  profeffor  of  that  fcience  in  the  uni- 

b Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  c Mat.  Paris,  p.  72.  d Lcland.  * From 

the  information  of  Mr.Wintle.  It  appears,  by  the  parilli  regifter,  that  Frances,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Godwyn,  re£tor,  was  buried  at  Abingdon,  in  1629. 
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verfity  of  Oxford,  was  reft  or  from  1691  to  1697*4  The  Rev.  Thomas  Wintle, 
the  prefent  reclor,  has  diftinguilhed  himfelf  as  an  Hebraift,  particularly  by  his  able 
tranflation  of  the  prophet  Daniel. 

Brimpton,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  fix  miles  fouth-eafl  of  New- 
bury. The  manor  belonged  formerly  to  the  Brimptons g,  afterwards  to  the  family 
of  Stoke1'.  The  Wollafcots,  a Roman  Catholic  family,  poffeffed  it  for  nearly 
two  centuries ; upon  the  death  of  the  lad  heir  male,  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the 
Earl  of  Fingal,  who  fold  it,  about  the  year  1786,  to  the  late  John  Crewe  efq.  of 
Bolefworth  Cattle,  in  Chelhire,  together  with  the  manor  of  Salford,  in  this  parilh, 
both  now  the  property  of  his  widow. 

The  Knights  Templars  are  faid  to  have  had  a preceptory  at  Brimpton.  When 
the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  there  were  two  churches  in  this  parilh ; one 
in  Roger  de  Lacy’s  manor,  the  other  in  Robert  Fitzgerald’s.  Adjoining  to  a farm- 
houfe,  about  half  a mile  from  the  church,  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  eccle- 
fiaftical  building.  In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Wollafcots. 
The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  together  with  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury,  have  long  been  annexed  to  the  manor.  Hide-end 
is  a hamlet  in  this  parilh. 

Buckland,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  lies  a little  to  the  north  of  the  London 
road,  four  miles  from  Faringdon.  The  manor  was,  in  1227,  the  property  of  Hugh 
de  Bocland,  either  fon  or  grand-fon  of  Hugh  de  Bocland,  the  grand-Jutticiar  or 
chief- Judice  of  England  ; his  grand-daughter,  Matilda,  brought  it  in  marriage  to 
William  D’Averenches,  a Norman  baron.  They  had  a daughter  who  married 
Hamon  Crevequer,  and  left  co-heirelfes,  one  of  whom  (Ifolda)  having  married 
Nicholas  de  Lenham,  this  manor  was  enjoyed  by  their  pofterity,  till  about  the  year 
1376,  when  it  was  recovered,  after  a long  fuit,  by  Sir  Thomas  Befils,  as  being 
defcended  from  a daughter  of  John  D’Averenches,  fon  of  William  and  Matilda ; 
whereas  the  Lenhams  were  defcended  from  a daughter,  who,  as  was  before- 
mentioned,  married  Hamon  Crevequer’1.  The  manor,  thus  recovered,  continued  in 
the  Befils  family  till  1425,  or  later.  Thomas  Chaucer,  fon  of  the  poet,  was  pof- 
feffed of  it  in  1436  ; his  daughter,  Alice,  brought  it  in  marriage  to  William  De  la 
Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  Upon  the  attainder  of  Edmund  De  la  Pole,  Earl  of 
Suffolk,  King  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  to  his  favourite  Sir  Charles  Brandon,  whom  he 

f Biograph  Brit.  - z Cart.  Edw.  II.  Efch.  Edw.  III.  h Efch.  5 H.  VI. 

’ From  the  papers  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rawbone,  who  has  been  many  years  making  collections  for  this 
parilh,  from  which  he  has  obligingly  permitted  us  to  take  notes. 
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created  Duke  of  Suffolk  : in  1535,  the  duke  gave  it  back  to  the  king  in  exchange, 
under  an  a£t  of  parliament,  which  was  obtained  for  that  purpofe.  In  1 545  it  was 
granted  to  the  family  of  Yate.  Edward  Yate,  the  fourth  in  defcent  of  the  Yates 
of  Buckland,  was  created  a baronet  in  1622.  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  bart. 
of  Coughton,  in  Warwicklhire,  who  died  in  1721,  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Sir  Charles  Yate  bart.  filler  and  heirefs  of  Sir  John  Yate,  by  whofe  death,  in 
2690,  the  title  of  baronet  in  the  Yate  family  became  extinct.  The  prefent  lord 
of  the  manor  is  Sir  John  Throckmorton  bart.  who  has  a handfome  feat,  built  by 
his  father  Sir  Robert,  about  the  year  1757.  Wood,  of  Bath,  was  the  architedl. 

A manor  in  Buckland,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Knights  Hofpitallers,  wTas 
granted  in  1544,  to  John  Yate  and  Tobias  Pleydell.  Yate  having  purchafed 
Pleydell’s  lhare,  it  has  fince  paffed  with  the  principal  manor  k,  being  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  John  Throckmorton. 

The  manor  of  Carfwell,  in  this  parilh,  was  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Abberbury, 
in  1385,  as  a compenfation  for  the  fums  of  money  he  had  expended  on  the  king’s 
account,  whilll  he  was  guardian  to  him,  in  his  minority '.  Sir  Richard  Abberbury 
fold  it,  in  1393,  to  Katherine  Befils  and  her  fon  Peter,  from  whofe  family  it  paffed, 
by  a female  heir,  to  the  Fettiplaces,  of  Eall  Shefford.  In  1577,  Sir  John  Fettiplace 
fold  it  to  John  Southbym,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  more  than  two  centuries. 
Henry  Southby  efq.  who  died  in  179 7,  bequeathed  it  to  his  nephew,  the  late  Sir 
Thomas  Hayward,  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  brought  it  in  marriage  to  the 
prefent  proprietor,  T.  W.  Chamberlain  Perfect  efq.  The  manor-houfe  was  for 
many  years  a feat  of  the  Southbys. 

The  manor  of  Barcot,  in  this  parilh,  was  in  the  family  of  Holcot  or  Hulcote, 
from  1292  till  1575,  when  William  Hulcote,  the  laft  of  the  family,  left  it  to  a 
nephew  of  the  name  of  Hutchinfon  n.  This  William  Iffulcote  was  a man  of  very 
fingular  character ; he  w7as  imprifoned  for  his  religion  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  but,  to  efcape  the  fire,  fubferibed  the  articles : After  the  reformation,  he 
became  a zealous  lay-preacher,  and  was  accullomed  to  mount  the  pulpit  in  a velvet 
bonnet  and  damalk  gown,  and  fometimes  with  a gold  chain 6 : his  will,  which 
is  very  quaint  and  whimfical,  diredls  his  heart  to  be  buried  at  Buckland.  In  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.  the  manor  of  Barcot  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Henry  Marten p. 
Judge  Advocate  General,  father  of  the  profligate  Harry  Marten,  the  regicide,  who 
fquandered  away  the  whole  of  that  fortune  which  his  father  had  acquired  by  his 
profefiional  labours.  This  manor  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Loder,  relidl  of  the 
late  Charles  Loder  efq.  of  Lechlade,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  for  many  years. 

k Dr.  Rawbone’s  Papers.  1 Pat.  9 Rich.  II.  * Dr.  Rawbone’s  Collections.  n Ibid. 

0 Ant.  Wood.  r Dr.  Rawbone’s  Collections. 
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Mr.  Loder  has  bequeathed  the  reverfion,  after  the  death  of  his  widow  and  brother, 
to  Charles  Stevens  efq.  of  Kencot,  in  Oxfordfhire. 

The  manor  of  Newenton  or  Newington,  in  this  parifh,  was  granted,  in  1544,  to 
Sir  Alexander  Unton.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Keate.  In  1620  it  was 
purchafed  by  Sir  Henry  Pratt,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  about  100  years,  and 
was  then  fold  in  lots.  The  priory  of  Goring  had  an  eflate  in  this  parifh. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Hulcote,  Yate,  and  Southby. 
The  manor  of  the  redtory  was  purchafed  of  Sir  Thomas  Befils,  by  William  de 
Edindon,  bifhop  of  Winched er,  and  given  by  him  to  his  newly-ere&ed  monaflery 
of  Bonnes-hommes,  at  Edindon,  in  Wiltfhire q.  At  the  diffolution  it  was  annexed 
to  the  fee  of  Briftol,  under  which  it  has  been  long  held  on  leafe,  by  the  families  of 
Yate  and  Throckmorton.  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  as  leffee,  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  parifh  of  Buckland  has 
been  inclofed,  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1802,  when  an  allotment  of  land 
was  given  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes ; the  parifh  was  then  eflimated  to  contain 
2074  acres.  The  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  the  great  tithes.  There  is 
a fmall  parochial  library  at  Buckland.  The  late  Mr.  Southby,  left  an  endow- 
ment of  lands,  now  let  at  2d.  per  annum , and  200I.  S.  S.  annuities,  for  the 
endowment  of  a Sunday  fchool.  Mrs.  Hayter  gave  the  farther  fum  of  200I.  S.  S„ 
annuities. 

Burghildbury,  or  Bucklebury,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  lies  feven  miles 
to  the  north-eafl  of  Newbury.  The  manor,  wrhich  belonged  to  Reading  abbey, 
was  granted,  in  1539,  to  John  Winchcomber,  fon  of  the  opulent  clothier  of  that 
name,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Jack  of  Newbury.  Henry  Winchcombe  efq. 
of  Bucklebury,  was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe,  who  died 
in  1703,  left  two  daughters,  co-heireffes ; Frances,  the  elder,  was  married  to  the  cele- 
brated Lord  Bolingbroke,  who,  in  her  right,  poffeffed  this  eflate,  and  occafionally 
refided  at  Bucklebury : leaving  no  iffue,  the  manor  of  Bucklebury  defcended  to 
the  Packers,  as  heirs  of  the  younger  daughter.  Henry  Packer  efq.  the  lafl  heir 
male  of  this  family,  left  it  to  his  filler’s  fon,  the  late  Winchcombe  Plenry  Hartley 
efq.  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  county,  and  died  in  1794;  it  is 
now  the  property  of  his  only  child,  Winchcombe  Henry  Howard  Hartley,  a minor. 
The  manor-houfe,  which  was  built  by  John  "Winchcombe,  the  grantee,  is  now 
occupied  by  a tenant.  In  one  of  the  bed-chambers  is  a portrait  of  Mr.  Winchcombe, 
with  the  date  1 550,  and  his  age  61.  There  is  a copy  of  this  pi£ture,  which  has 
been  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to  have  been  intended  for  John  Winchcombe,  the  father, 
in  a room  over  the  new  market-houfe,  at  Newbury. 

q Dr.  Rawbone’s  Collections.  r Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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In  the  parlfh  church  are  memorials  of  Frances  Lady  Bolingbroke,  and  feveral 
of  the  families  of  Winchcombe,  Packer,  and  Hartley.  In  the  church-yard  is  a 
large  yew-tree,  nine  yards  in  girth.  The  great  tithes  of  Bucklebury,  which  at  the 
time  of  the  reformation  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Reading5,  are  now  annexed 
to  the  manor,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery 
of  Newbury.  The  manor  of  Marjlon  or  Martlefione , a hamlet  in  this  parifii,  be- 
longed to  the  family  of  Norreys,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. ' afterwards  to  the 
Braybrookes u.  Sir  Jeffrey  Martell,  being  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  built  a chapel 
at  Marfton,  and  agreed  with  the  then  vicar  of  Bucklebury,  to  officiate  in  it  every 
other  Sunday,  upon  payment  of  a quarter  of  wheat  and  a quarter  of  millen,  at 
Chriftmas,  and  certain  monies  at  Eafter  ; this  payment  has  long  ceafed,  but  the  duty 
is  continued.  Richard  Wightwick,  the  founder  of  Pembroke  College  in  Oxford, 
being  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  left  the  fee  of  it  to  the  College,  fubjedl  to  a leafe  of  500 
years  to  his  own  family;  and  either  he  himfelf,  or  one  of  his  fucceffors  in  the  eftate, 
charged  it,  in  the  mean  time,  with  an  annuity  of  70I  .per  annum  to  the  college.  The 
laft  heir  male  died  in  1728,  leaving  two  daughters,  the  furvivor  of  whom,  Mrs. 
Wyld,  having  no  iffue,  bequeathed  her  intereft  in  this  eftate  to  a female  friend, 
from  whom  it  paffed  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ouchterlony.  The  ' 
manor  of  Marfton  is  held  under  the  abbey  manor  at  Eaft-Hendred.  The  reftorial 
tithes  of  this  hamlet  are  annexed  to  the  vicarage  of  Bucklebury.  There  are  twro 
other  hamlets  in  the  parifii,  called  Chapel-row  and  Hawteridge.  Some  lands  in 
Hawteridge  are  in  the  parifii  of  Sutton-Courteney,  near  Abingdon.  The  parifii  of 
Bucklebury  has  a right  of  fending  children  to  the  fchool,  founded  by  Lady  Frances 
Winchcombe,  at  Thatcham ; in  which,  at  prefent,  there  are  twenty  children  from 
this  parifii. 

Burfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Reading.  A manor  in  Burfield,  which  belonged  to  Reading  abbey,  (having  been 
annexed  to  the  office  of  Almoner,)  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1540,  to 
Sir  John  Williams x,  who  appears  to  have  refided  at  the  manor-houfe  of  this  eftate, 
called  Burfield  Place  ; his  fecond  fon  was  created  Lord  Williams,  of  Thame.  This 
manor  defcended  to  the  Norris  family,  and  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Sir 
William  Coventry,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  in  1689,  by  Francis  Parry  efq.  who 
had  been  envoy  to  Portugal,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Three-fourths  of  this  eftate 
were  fold  by  his  reprefentatives,  in  1742,  to  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  and  purchafed  of 
the  Earl’s  grandfon,  by  the  late  Bernard  Brocas  efq.  hufband  of  Mrs.  Brocas,  the 

8 They  had  been  appropriated  to  the  hofpital,  founded  by  Abbot  Hugh,  and  were  confirmed  to  it 
by  Bifhop  Herbert.  See  Coates’s  Hiltory  of  Reading,  p.  279.  It  is  moil  probable  that  they  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  abbey,  on  the  fuppreffion  of  that  hofpital.  * Efch.  u Efch.  Eliz. 

* Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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prefent  proprietor.  The  other  fourth  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Morgan, 
prebendary  of  Gloucefter,  whofe  mother  was  one  of  the  filters  and  cc-heirs  of 
Charles  Parry  efq.  who  died  in  1740. 

The  manor  of  Burfield  or  Nethercourt,  in  Burfield,  now  the  principal  manor, 
was  in  1441  the  property  of  Sir  John  Drayton7,  one  of  whofe  daughters  brought 
it  in  marriage  to  the  Barentynes.  Not  long  afterwards  it  became  veiled  in  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VII.  in  tail  male  to  Sir  Gilbert  Talbot  % 
from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Shrewlbury. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  an  ancient  tomb,  with  the  figure  of  a crufader,  in  wood. 
Lord  Shrewlbury  is  patron  of  the  redtory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading. 
The  bridge  over  the  Kennet,  near  this  place,  is  of  great  antiquity ; a toll  was 
granted  for  its  repair  in  1280% 


Buscot,  anciently  Burwardscot,  in  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham,  and 
deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about  five  miles  from  Faringdon,  on  the  road  to  Ciren- 
celter,  and  about  one  mile  from  Lechlade,  in  Gloucelterlhire.  The  manor  was  in 
the  ancient  family  of  Stonor,  of  Oxfordlhire,  in  the  year  1479  b,  an<^  probably  at 
a much  earlier  period  : in  1557  it  was  purchafed  of  Sir  Francis  Stonor,  by  Walter 
Loveden  efq.  The  firlt  of  the  Loveden  family,  who  refided  in  this  county,  came 
from  Crenden,  in  Buckinghamlhire.%  where  his  family  were  of  confiderable  anti- 
quity, and  fettled  at  Lambourn,  having  married  an  heirefs  of  the  family  of  Erie,  of 
that  place : they  afterwards  removed  to  Fyfield  and  Bufcot.  Edward  Loveden 
efq.  in  whom  the  male  line  became  extinft,  died  a bachelor  in  1749,  having  be- 
queathed his  eltates  to  his  great-nephew,  Edward  Loveden  Townfend,  the  prefent 
proprietor,  then  an  infant,  and,  by  his  will,  directed  that  he  fhould  take  his  name 
and  arms.  Bufcot-houfe,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Loveden,  was  begun  in  1780,  and  com- 
pleted in  1783.  It  forms  a confpicuous  object  from  the  Faringdon  road  : the  park 
is  laid  out  on  the  fite  of  a farm,  which  was  re-purchafed  by  Mr.  Loveden,  after 
having  been  out  of  the  family  150  years.  The  manors  of  Mychell’s  Court  and 
Paynell’s  Court,  fo  called  probably  from  families  to  whom  they  belonged  at  a 
remote  period d,  have  been  held  with  the  manor  of  Bufcot,  ever  fince  the  time  of 
the  Stonors.  Mychell’s  Court  was  before  in  the  family  of  Ma'undeville*.  The 
manor  of  Philpot’s  Court,  in  this  parilh,  was,  it  is  probable,  the  property  of  the 
Baron  St.  Philibert,  lord  of  the  adjoining  manor  of  Eaton-Haltings,  and  took  its 
name,  though  now  Itrangely  transformed,  from  him.'  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke 


7 Cl.  Hen.  VI.  z Rot.  Pari.  VI.  477.  * Pat.  8 Edw.  I.  b Mr.  Loveden’s 

Papers.  c They  were  originally,  of  Lincolnfhire.  d Paynell’s  Court  was  certainly,  in  1326, 

the  property  of  Richard  Paynell,  and  was  then  called  a third  part  of  the  manor  of  Bufcot.  Placit  apud 
Weft.  7 Cl.  Edw.  III. 
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of  Suffolk,  died,  feifed  of  it  by  the  name  of  Phelberdes f.  It  was  afterwards  by 
grant,  it  is  probable,  in  the  Beckinghams,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  an  heir  female, 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the  Windfors.  In  1639  Sir  Andrew  Windfor 
fold  it  to  Sir  Edward  Yate  bart.  whofe  fon  John  fettled  it  on  his  daughter  Anne, 
wife  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Talbot.  It  became  afterwards,  either  by  purchafe  or 
failure  of  iffue,  the  property  of  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton  bart.  who  married  Mary 
Yate,  filter  of  Mrs.  Talbot,  and  was  purchafed  of  the  late  baronet  by  Mr.  Loveden. 
This  parilh,  which  contains  about  2850  acres  of  land,  was  inclofed  by  a decree  of 
Chancery,  in  1614.  The  compofition  then  made  for  tithes  was  fet  alide  by  the 
late  redor,  who  inllituted  a fuit  in  Chancery  for  that  purpofe.  Mr.  Loveden  is 
patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  now  valued  at  nearly  700I.  -per  annum . 

Catmere,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  about  ten  miles  north  of  New- 
bury, and  about  four  miles  nearly  weft  of  Illley.  Although  it  now  contains  only  a 
farm-houfe  and  a cottage8,  it  had  formerly  a market  on  Mondays,  granted  by  King 
Edward  I.  in  1306,  and  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Margaret11.  The  manor  was 
anciently  the  joint  property  of  the  Gafcelyns'  and  Turbevilles,  who  feern  to  have 
married  co-heireffes.  The  Turbevilles  were  afterwards  in  poffeffion  of  the  whole, 
which  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  De  Arches  and  Eyfton  k.  It  is  now 
the  property  of  Bafil  Eyfton  efq.  of  Eaft-Hendred,  whofe  anceftors,  in  the  male  line, 
have  polleffed  it  for  about  four  centuries  and  a half.  The  church  was  formerly  a 
chapel  to  Farnborough.  It  is  now  a redory,  united  to  Peafemore,  in  the  deanery 
of  Newbury,  and  in  the  patronage  of  John  Archer  Iioublon  efq. 

Ch  addle  worth,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  nine  miles  north-weft 
of  Newbury.  The  manor  was  given,  by  William  the  Conqueror,  to  Robert 
D’Oilly.  Having  reverted  to  the  crown,  it  became  afterwards  the  property  of 
Eleanor,  the  queen  of  Edward  1. 1 In  1283,  it  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Ambref- 
bury,  in  Wiltfhirem.  In  1544,  it  was  purchafed  of  William  Sharington  efq.  groom 
of  the  privy  chamber,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted  on  the  diffolution  of  monafteries, 
by  Henry  Brouncker,  whofe  heir,  William  Brouncker,  fold  it  in  1576  to  William 
Nelfon  efq.  chief  prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  whofe  family  be- 
came extind  in  the  male  line,  by  the  death  of  Thomas  Nelfon  efq.  in  1 748.  The 
prefent  proprietor,  Richard  Walter  Nelfon  efq.  is  fon  of  Richard  Walter  efq.  who 
married  Mr.  Nelfon’s  eldeft  daughter  and  co-heir  j the  other  daughters  died  un- 

* Dugdale.  * Executively  of  the  hamlet  of  Lilly,  in  which  are  thirteen  houfes  belonging  to 

this  parifh.  h Cart.  34  Edw.  I.  ‘ Ibid,  and  Efch.  Edw.  III.  11  From 

the  information  of  Mr,  Eyfton.  1 Efch.  12  Edw.  I.  m Pat.  12  Edw.  I. 
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married.  Elizabeth,  the  laft  furvivor,  bequeathed  all  her  intereft  in  this  manor, 
and  other  eftates,  to  her  nephew,  Richard  Walter,  requelling  that  he  would  take 
the  name  of  Nelfon,  in  addition  to  his  own.  The  fmgular  cultom  by  which  a 
widow  recovered  her  free-bench,  forfeited  by  incontinency,  well  known  to  have 
been  formerly  in  ufe  in  the  manor  of  Enborne,  prevailed  alfo  in  this  manor".  The 
family  of  Tate  had  an  eltate  in  this  parilh,  called  the  manor  of  Frankleyns  which 
is  not  now  known ; but  it  is  probable,  that  it  forms  part  of  the  ellate  of  Mr.  Nelfon, 
who  has  fome  fields  called  by  that  name. 

In  the  parilh-church  and  church-yard  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Nelfon, 
Tipping  of  Woolley-Park,  and  Blandy.  The  rettory  was  given  to  the  monaftery 
of  Poghly,  by  the  founder p : it  is  now  veiled  in  the  church  of  Wellminller.  The 
dean  a»d  chapter  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

The  monaftery  of  Poghly  above-mentioned  was  founded  about  the  year  1 1 60, 
upon  the  fite  of  a hermitage,  at  a place  called  Ellensfordmere,  in  this  parilh,  for 
Auftin  canons q.  It  was  fupprefied  by  Cardinal  Wolfey,  among  the  fmaller  monaf- 
teries  in  1532,  when  its  revenues  were  found  to  be  about  7 il.  per  annum*.  The 
king  granted  the  priory,  and  all  its  eftates,  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Weftminfter ; 
and  they  were  re-granted,  after  the  general  diffolution,  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
that  church.  The  fite  of  the  monaftery,  of  which  no  veftige  remains  s,  is  now  a 
farm  houfe,  fituated  in  a very  retired  fpot,  among  woods,  about  a mile  and  a half 
from  Chaddleworth.  The  ellate  was  held  on  leafe,  under  the  dean  and  chapter, 
by  the  late  Mr.  John  Wafey,  of  Newbury. 

Woolley-Park,  in  this  parilh,  where  was  formerly  a free  chapel ',  is  the  feat  of 
the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  the 
Minories  in  London,  was  granted  in  1540,  to  Richard  Tate u.  Not  many  years 
afterwards  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Tates  by  John  Read,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  who, 
in  1566,  conveyed  it  to  Thomas  Tipping,  and  Bartholomew  his  fon.  Woolley- 
Park  continued  to  be  a feat  of  the  Tipping  family,  till  the  death  of  Bartholomew 
Tipping  efq.  in  1798.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton,  in 
right  of  his  wife,  Mary- Anne,  niece  and  foie  heirefs  of  the  late  Mr.  Tipping.  The 

n See  Nelfon’s  edition  of  Blount’s  Law  Di&ionary,  the  editor  of  which  work  was  of  this  family. 

0 See  Efch.  Ph.  and  Mar.  p Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  ’ Tanner.  1 Ibid. 

! There  were  fome  ruins  of  the  priory  remaining  in  1759,  as  appears  by  the  vicar's  anfwers  ta 
Mr.  Rowe  Mores’s  queries  in  the  Bibl.  Top.  Brit. 

1 This  chapel,  by  the  name  of  Wulvely,  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Poghly  by  the  founder,  as 

annexed  to  the  church  of  Chaddleworth  (Dugdale).  There  were  no  remains  of  it  in  1759,  but  the 
fite  was  known.  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  “ Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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houfe,  built  by  Bartholomew  Tipping  efq.  in  1690,  was  much  altered  in  1799,  by 
the  prefent  proprietor,  from  defigns  of  Mr.  Jeffrey  Wyatt. 

Mr.  William  Saunders,  who  died  in  1720,  founded  a fchool  at  Chaddleworth, 
for  the  education  of  eight  poor  children ; two  of  Chaddleworth,  two  of  Bright- 
Walton,  two  of  Leckhamfted,  one  of  Fawley,  and  one  of  Great-Shefford : the 
children  are  cloathed  and  apprenticed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity.  Mrs.  Sufan 
Winn,  filler  of  Mr.  Saunders,  left  10I.  per  annum , for  educating  ten  poor  children 
of  Chaddleworth. 

Cheveley,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  five  miles  north  of  Newbury, 
The  manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  is  the  joint 
property  of  Sir  Walter  James  James  bart.  and  William  Capel  efq.  of  Preflbury,  in 
Glouceflerfhire.  The  grandfather  of  Sir  W.  J,.  James,  and  the  grandfather  of  the 
late  Chriftopher  Capel  efq.  (from  whom  Mr.  Capel,  of  Preftbury,  inherits  this- 
and  other  eftates),  married  two  co-heirelfes  of  the  name  of  Pocock,  whofe  family 
had  poflefled  the  manor  of  Cheveley  for  a confiderable  time.  The  great  tithes, 
which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury,  are  annexed  t.o  the 
manor. 

There  are  three  hamlets  in  this  parilh,  which  have  chapels  of  eafe,  Winterbourne , 
Leckhamjied , and  Oare.  Winterbourne  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth-well  of 
Cheveley.  The  manor  of  Winterbourne-Main  was  fo  called  from  Maen  Fitz- 
Richard,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1261*.  It  was  afterwards  fuceeflively  in  the 
Greys  of  Rotherfield  y,  and  the  Abberburys z.  Sir  John  Phelip  died  feifed  of  it  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  V. a We  have  not  been  able  to  afeertain  any  thing  of  its  fub- 
fequent  hiftory.  In  the  chapel  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Pocock,  Henlhaw, 
and  Wefton.  The  manor  of  Leckhamjied, , (which  hamlet  lies  nearly  four  miles  to 
the  north-weft  of  Cheveley,)  was  granted  by  King  Edward  II.  to  his  favourite. 
Piers  Gaveftonb.  In  1337,  it  was  fold  by  Sir  Matthew  Fitzherbert  to  Sir  Nicholas 
de  la  Beche,  who  had  a confirmation  from  the  crown  in  1338  c : no  notice  of  this 
manor  has  been  found  in  records  of  a later  date.  The  manor  of  Oare , v,  hich  had 
belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  furrendered  to  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  1547,  by  Edward  Baslhed.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of 
Calvert  j and,  having  undergone  feveral  intermediate  alienations,  was  purchafed 

* Efch.  45  Hen.  III.  1 Efch.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  III.  * Efch.  Rich.  II. 

* Efch.  Hen.  V.  b Cart.  Edw.  II.  « Clauf.  11  Edw.  II.  and  Pat.  12  Edw.  III. 

4 Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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of  the  late  Mr.  Brummell  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  William  Mount  efq.  of 
Waling. 

The  manor  of  Priors-Court,  alias  Currage,  in  this  parilh,  belongs  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Weftminfter.  Prior’s-Court-houfe  was  held  for  many  years  under 
that  church,  by  the  family  of  Barton,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Buckle,  wife 
of  Lewis  Buckle  efq.  and  daughter  of  the  late  Mrs.  Batchelor,  of  Fulham,  who  was 
filler  of  Dr.  Barton,  the  late  warden  of  Merton  College,  in  Oxford  : it  is  at  prefent 
uninhabited.  North-Heath  and  Snelfmore  are  hamlets  in  this  parilh.  At  North-, 
Heath  is  a fchool,  founded  in  1753,  by  Philip  Henlhaw  efq.  and.  endowed  with 
1 cl . per  annum,  for  the  education  of  to  boys  and  10  girls.  Bradley  farm,  in  this 
parilh,  was  anciently  held  with  the  manor  of  Langley,  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of 
Hamplled-Norris,  by  the  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford.  It  is  now  the  joint  property 
of  Sir  W.  J.  James  bart.  and  Mr.  Capel,  by  inheritance  from  the  Pococks. 

Childrey,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  three 
miles  weft  of  the  town  of  Wantage. 

Sir  Edward' Walker,  in  his  Hiftorical  Difcourfes  % informs  us,  that  King  Charles  I. 
accompanied  by  his  own  troop,  took  up  his  quarters  at  this  village,  for  one  night, 
on  the  10th  of  April,  1644. 

There  were  three  manors  in  Childrey,  when  the  Norman  Survey  was  taken, 
which  feem  to  have  continued  feparate  to  the  prefent  time.  It  has  been  erroneoully 
ftated,  that  Childrey  was  firft  divided  into  three  manors,  upon  occafion  of  its  being 
left  between  three  co-heirelfes  of  Sir  John  Childrey f.  The  three  manors  afe  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  names  of  Frethorne,  Maltravers,  and  Rampions,  or  more  properly 
Rampanes : it  was  the  manor  of  Frethorne  only  which  belonged  to  the  Childreys, 
or  Chelreys,  as  their  name  is  fpelt  in  ancient  records.  John  Frethorne  died  feifed 
of  the  manor  of  Chelreye,  in  1353,  leaving  a brother  Walter E,  from  whom  it 
probably  paffed  by  purchafe  to  Sir  Edmund  Chelrey,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in 
1372  *.  The  family  of  Chelrey  were  of  confequence  in  the  county  before  this  time, 
and  it  is  probable  had  their  refidence  at  this  place ; for  it  appears,  that  Henry  de 
Chelrey  was  Iheriff  for  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Oxford,  in  1336.  Thomas 
Chelrey  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Frethorne,  in  Chelrey,  in  1407,  leaving  a 
daughter  Elizabeth,  and  two  grand-daughters,  (the  children  of  his  daughter  Sibella,) 
co-neirefies.  Elizabeth,  his  daughter,  brought  this  manor  in  marriage  to  John 
Kingfton  ’,  wnofe  defcendant,  Nicholas  Kingfton,  died  feifed  of  it  in  151 5,  leaving 
an  only  daughter,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Lifle k.  The  manor  of  Frethorne  is  now 

e Page  8.  1 See  Afhmole’s  Colle&ions  and  Magna  Britannia.  * Efch.  Edw.  III. 

h Ibid.  * Efch.  Hen.  IV.  * Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  , 
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the  property  of  Mr.  Roycroft,  having  been  purchafed  in  or  about  the  year  1769, 
of  the  family  of  Knight,  to  whom  it  belonged  when  Afhmole’s  Collections  were 
publiflied  in  1720. 

The  manor  of  Maltravers  was  fo  called  from  the  baronial  family  of  that  name, 
who  were  poffefl'ed  of  an  eftate  in  Childrey  before  the  year  1300  *.  This  manor 
was  for  many  years  in  the  Ayfhcombs  of  Lyford  m,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Shippery.  The  manor  of  Rampions  (more  properly  Rampanes)  took  its  name 
from  William  de  Rampane,  who,  at  a very  early  period,  held  lands  in  this 
parilh n ; which  palled  foon  afterwards  to  the  Fettiplaces,  an  ancient  family,  who 
poffefl'ed  this  manor  for  feveral  centuries,  and  had  a feat  at  Childrey.  John  Fetti- 
place, of  Childrey,  was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  On  the  death  of  Sir  George 
Fettiplace,  the  laft  baronet,  in  1743,  the  male  line  of  this  family  became  extind  j 
and  the  manor  of  Rampions,  with  other  ellates,  paffed  to  the  fon  of  Robert 
Bulhel  efq.  of  Caftle-Prior,  in  Worcefterfhire,  (by  Diana,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Fettiplace,)  who  took  the  name  of  Fettiplace,  and  was  father  of  Charles  Fetti- 
place efq.  the  prefent  poffeffor.  The  manor-houfe  has  been  long  deferted  by  the 
family,  and  in  part  pulled  down  ; what  remains  is  occupied  by  a tenant. 

In  the  church  are  feveral  ancient  monuments  of  the  Fyndernes,  Kingllons,  and 
Walronds.  The  brafs  figures  of  William  Fynderne  and  his  lady  (1444)  are  . inlaid 
with  lead.  An  altar  tomb  in  the  north  tranfept,  with  the  figure  of  a crufader 
under  an  ogee  arch  richly  ornamented,  is  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Sir  Edmund 
Chelrey.  The  windows  are  ornamented  with  ftained  glafs.  In  the  fouth  tranfept, 
or  St.  Catherine’s  aifle,  was  a chantry  founded  by  William  Fettiplace,  in  honour  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  the  holy  Trinity,  and  St.  Catherine.  In  the  windows  are  the 
arms  of  Fettiplace,  Befils,  &c.  The  font,  which  is  of  lead,  is  circular,  and 
divided  into  compartments,  on  each  of  which  is  the  figure  of  an  abbot. 

The  prefident  and  fcholars  of  Corpus-Chrifti  College  in  Oxford  are  patrons  of 
the  redory.  Dr.  Edward  Pocock,  the  learned  Orientalift,  who  died  in  1691, 
was  redor  of  this  parifh  °.  Childrey  has  been  inclofed  under  an  ad  of  parliament 
paffed  in  1772,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  to  the 
redor. 

William  Fettiplace,  of  Childrey,  in  the  year  1526,  gave  a moiety  of  the  manor 
of  Letcombe-Baffet,  and  other  eftates  in  Berkflnre,  to  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of 
Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  on  condition  of  their  keeping  in  repair  St.  Catherine’s 
aifle  at  Childrey,  in  which  he  had  founded  a chantry,  and  an  alms-houfe  which  he 

1 See  Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Dusrdale’s  Baronajre.  m See  Efch.  E!iz.  and  Alhmok’s  Berklhire. 

O o 

“ Seethe  Cartulary  of  Beaulieu  abbey  in  the  Cotton.  MSS.  Nero  A.  XII. 

0 Granger’s  Biographical  Hiftory. 
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had  built  there  for  the  habitation  of  three  poor  men  of  the  parifhes  of  Childrey 
and  Letcombe-Baffet.  They  were  alfo  to  pay  the  chantry  pried,  who  was  to  keep 
a free  fchool  for  all  the  poor  children  of  Childrey,  81.  per  annum , and  to  allow  gd. 
a-week  each  to  the  poor  men,  3s.  4c!.  yearly  for  a gown,  and  2s.  8d.  for  fuel ; the 
refidue  of  the  rents,  after  fulfilling  thele  fpecific  bequeds,  was  to  be  expended  by 
the  provod  and  fcholars  in  exhibitions,  or  otherwife,  at  their  diferetion.  The  chap- 
lain of  the  chantry  was  not  to  be  otherwife  beneficed ; and  the  founder  directed, 
that  if  he  fhould  become  a fornicator,  or  fliould  keep  hounds,  or  be  a common 
hunter,  or  a difrer-up  of  contention  in  the  town  of  Childrey,  or  the  parts  adjacent, 
he  fhould  “ be  forthwith  amoved .”  He  was  to  be  well  fkilled  in  grammar,  to  enable 
him  to  keep  the  free-fehool ; he  was  to  teach  the  children  “ the  alphabet,  the 
the  Lord’s  Prayer,  the  Salutation  of  the  Blefied  Virgin,  the  Apodle’s  Creed,  and 
all  other  things  neceffary  to  enable  them  to  adid  the  pried  in  the  celebration  of  the 
mafs,  together  with  the  pfalm  de  profundis , and  the  ufual  prayers  for  the  dead  ; 
to  teach  them  likewife  Englifh,  the  14  articles  of  faith,  the  ten  commandments, 
the  feven  deadly  fms,  the  feven  facraments  of  the  church,  the  feven  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghod,  the  feven  works  of  mercy,  as  well  corporal  as  fpiritual,  the  five  bodily 
fenfes,  and  the  manner  of  confeffion.  And  if  any  fhould  be  apt  and  difpofed  to 
learn  grammar,  he  was  to  indrutt  them  therein  after  the  bed  and  mod  diligent 
manner  that  he  could p.”  The  rector  and  fcholars  of  Lincoln  college  were  made 
vifitors.  The  falary  of  81.  per  ann . is  dill  continued  to  the  fchoolmader,  who  has 
a refidence  under  the  fame  roof  with  the  alms-houfe.  The  alms-men  now  receive 
nearly  3I.  3s.  per  annum  each,  being  fomewhat  more  than  the  pittance  allowed  by 
the  founder. 


Chilton,  near  Hungerford,  is  partly  in  this  county  and  partly  in  Wiltfhire  j 
as  the  church  and  village  are  in  Wiltfhire,  it  will  be  more  particularly  treated  of 
under  that  county.  The  manor  of  Chilton  and  Leverton,  extending  into  Berkfhire, 
is  now  the  property  of  John  Pearfe  efq.  of  Chiltcn-lodge : it  was  purchafed  about 
the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  by  Sir  Buldrode  Whitlocke,  whofe  defendants  fold 
it  to  Governor  Holwell : after  experiencing  fome  intermediate  alienations,  it  was 
purchafed  of  Meflrs.  Ranfon,  Morland,  and  Co.  by  the  prefent  proprietor. 


Chilton,  in  the  hundred  of  Compton  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about 
three  miles  and  a half  north  of  Ilfley.  The  manor  was  many  years  in  the  family 
of  Windfor  % afterwards  in  the  Yorkes  ; from  whom,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
it  pafied  by  an  heir  female  to  the  Hungerfords r.  It  then  acquired  the  name  of 

p See  the  Founder’s  ordinances  and  his  will,  printed  in  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannica. 

3-  See  Efch.  Ric.  II.  Hen.  V.  and  Hen.  VI.  r Efch,  Hen.  VII.  and  Hen.  VIII. 
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Chilton-Hungerford.  In  1700  it  was  fold  by  Sir  George  Hungerford  to  Mr. 
Knapp,  whofe  grand-daughter  brought  it  into  the  family  of  Peers,  of  Chiflehampton 
in  Oxfordfhire,  of  whom  it  has  been  lately  purchafed  by  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Sir  Thomas  Theophilus  Metcalfe  bart.  John  Walker  Heneage  efq.  of  Compton- 
houfe  in  Wiltfhire,  is  patron  of  the  redtory. 

' Cholsey,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  Wallingford.  KingEthelred  founded  a monaftery  at  this  place  in  986,  to  make 
atonement  for  the  murder  of  his  brother  Edward  the  Martyr.  It  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  deftroyed  by  the  Danes  in  1006,  when  we  are  told  that  they  burnt 
Reading,  Ceolfey , and  other  places  in  Berkfhire  s.  King  Henry  I.  in  his  charter, 
by  which  he  grants  this  manor  to  Reading  abbey,  fpeaks  of  the  monaftery  at 
Cholfey  as  having  been  many  years  deftroyed *.  The  abbot  of  Reading  had  a feat 
here,  which  was  granted,  in  1 555,  to  Sir  Francis  Englefield.  The  manor,  which  was 
referved  by  the  crown,  was  afterwards  granted  to  William  Knolles,  Vifcount  Wal- 
lingford (afterwards  Earl  of  Banbury),  from  whofe  family  it  pafled  to  that  of  Rich, 
Earls  of  Warwick,  and  is  now  the  property  of  their  reprefentative,  Lord  Kenfington. 

On  this  eftate  is  a very  remarkable  barn  51  feet  in  height,  54  in  width,  and  303 
in  length.  A tablet  on  the  wall,  near  one  of  the  doors,  records  the  following 
very  extraordinary  and  almoft  incredible  anecdote  of  manual  labour  : “ In  this 
barn  John  Laneftey  threflied,  for  Mr.  Jofeph  Hopkins,  5 quarters  7 bufhels  and  a 
half  of  wheat  in  13  hours,  on  March  15,  1747.”  Wonderful  as  this  may  appear, 
it  is  univerfally  believed  in  the  neighbourhood.  TheEIopkins  family,  who  are  ftill 
tenants  of  the  eftate,  vouch  for  its  truth  ; and  Lanefley  bimfelf  ftill  lives  to  tell  the 
ftory.  He  is  now  (Jan.  1805)  his  93^  year>  and  has,  till  wdthin  thefe  few 
months,  worked  ever  fince  in  the  fame  farm,  and  received  full  wages  as  a labourer 
in  hufbandry  ; it  is  only  during  the  prefent  winter  he  has  become  dependant  on 
parochial  relief.  It  is  underftood  that,  in  the  performance  of  the  above-mentioned 
feat,  he  had  every  aftiftance  that  could  be  rendered  him,  except  an  a&ual  par- 
ticipation of  the  threfhing ; that  two  or  three  men  were  conftantly  employed  in 
placing  the  ears  of  corn,  thinly  fcattered,  under  his  flail,  and  removing  the  ftraw  as 
foon  as  threflied. 

When  the  Survey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  the  church  of  Cholfey  belonged  to 
the  abbey  of  Mount  St.  Michael,  in  Normandy  ; it  was  afterwards  given  to 
Reading  abbey-  Lord  Kenfington  is  the  prefent  impropriator  of  the  great  tythes.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  is  patron  of  the  \icarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Wallingford. 

Moulsford , in  this  parifh,  by  the  Thames’  fide,,  on  the  road  from  Wallingford  to 
Reading,  has  a chapel  of  eafe,  in  which  are  fome  monuments  of  the  GifFard  family. 


• Sim.  DuntJm. 
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William  Giffard  efq.  who  died  in  1694,  was  the  firlt  prefident  of  Fort  St.  George, 
in  Africa.  The  manor  of  Moulsford  was  given  by  King  Henry  I.  to  Girardus  Fitz- 
walter,  anceftor  of  the  Carews  u,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  were  ftiled  Barons 
Carru  and  Mulesford  : they  continued  in  poffeffioii  of  this  manor  till  1472  *,  and 
perhaps  later.  It  was  afterwards  a feat  of  the  Sambourns : Sir  Henry  Sambourn, 
of  Moulsford,  was  fheriff  of  the  county  in  1631.  It  is  how,  by  a late  purchafe,  the 
property  of  Robert  Baker  efq. 

Clewer,  or  Cleworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere,  and  deanery  of  Reading, 
is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  The  village  lies  about  a mile  weft  of 
Windfor,  but  the  parilh  extends  into  that  town,  and  comprifes  a confiderable  part 
of  ity.  The  manor  of  Clewer  was  granted,  in  1257,  to  Matthew  Belli2.  It  was 
afterwards  in  the  Cifrewalts  % an  ancient  family,  which  became  extindl  in  the  male 
line  about  the  year  1450.  Sir  William  Laken,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  married  one  of  the  co-heirelfes.  Thomas,  Lord  Sandys,  gave  this  manor  to 
King  Edward  VI.  in  i548b.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Arthur  Vanfittart  efq.  in 
whofe  family  it  has  been  nearly  a century.  The  family  of  Brocas  had  a manor  in 
this  parilh,  which  appears  to  have  formed  the  endowment  of  our  Lady’s  chantry,  in 
the  church  of  Clewer c.  It  was  fometimes  called  the  manor  of  Clewer-Brocas. 
This  family  had  alfo  the  manor  of  Did  worth,  or  Dudworth  Maunfell d,  a hamlet  of 
Windfor,  adjoining  to  this  parilh.  Thefe  manors  are  now  the  property  of  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Keppel,  widow  of  the  Bilhop  of  Exeter,  having  been  bequeathed  to  her 
by  her  father,  Sir  Edward  Walpole,  who  purchafed  them  of  Topham  Beauclerk  efq. ; 
previoully  to  this  they  had  been  many  years  in  the  family  of  Topham. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Hayes,  of  Holyport.  Some  very 
indifferent  verfes,  on  a brafs  plate,  commemorate  Martin  Expence,  a famous  archer, 
who  fhot  a match  againfl  a hundred  men,  near  Bray.  The  provolt  and  fellows  of 
Eton  College  are  patrons  of  the  redlory. 

The  feat  of  General  Harcourt,  at  St.  Leonard’s  Hill,  in  this  parilh,  was  built  by 
the  Duchefs  of  Glouceller,  when  Countefs  of  Waldegrave,  on  the  lite  of  a cottage  : 
It  was  purchafed  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  about  1781.  The  adjoining  feat  of  the 
late  Mr.  Birch,  now  belonging  to  his  reprefentatives,  was  for  fome  time  the  property 
and  relidence  of  Lilly  Aynfcombe  efq.  who,  about  the  year  1750,  purchafed  and  re- 
built the  old  manfion,  which  had  been  a feat  of  Frances,  Duchefs  of  Somerfet. 

* ' 

u Camden.  * Efch.  11  Edvv.  IV.  y Nearly  170  houfes,  according  to  the  returns 
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Coleshill,  in  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about 
four  miles  from  Faringdon,  and  two  miles  from  Highworth,  in  Wiltlhire,  being  on 
the  borders  of  that  county.  The  manor  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Bonnes-hommes, 
at  Edindon,  in  Wiltfhire,  by  their  founder,  William  de  Edindon,  bilhop  of  Win- 
chelter.  After  the  reformation,  it  was  given  to  Thomas  Lord  Seymour,  the  Lord- 
Admiral  f and,  after  his  attainder,  was  fucceffively,  either  by  leafe  or  grant,  the 
property  of  Anne,  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  and  Arthur  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton.  In 
1601,  it  belonged  to  Sir  Thomas  Freake,  and,  in  1626,  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Henry 
Pratt,  alderman  of  London,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1641  : his  only  daughter 
becoming  heir  to  her  brother,  Sir  George  Pratt,  the  fecond  and  lad  baronet  of  the 
family,  brought  Colelhill,  by  marriage,  to  the  family  of  Pleydell,  who,  many  years 
before,  had  an  eflate,  called  in  fome  records  a manor,  in  Colelhill,  which  they 
appear  to  have  inherited  from  a family,  who  took  their  name  from  the  village,  and 
polfefTed  this  eflate  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I. e A younger  branch  of  the 
family  of  Pleydell  (the  elder  branch  being  feated  at  Shrivenham)  continued  to  refide 
here f,  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  Anthony  Pleydell,  of  Colelhill,  died 
without  ilfue.  The  manor  of  Colelhill  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  whofe 
father  married  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Mark  Stuart  Pleydell  bart.  grandfon 
of  Thomas  Pleydell  efq.  of  Shrivenham,  who  married  Sir  George  Pratt’s  filter. 
Colelhill-houfe,  now  occupied  by  Lord  Folkllone,  eldelt  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Radnor, 
was  builfcby  Inigo  Jones,  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and  Hill  retains  its 
original  formg. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parilh  church,  on  the  north  fide,  is  a handfome  monument 
for  Sir  Henry  Pratt  bart.  who  died  in  1647,  and,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  one  of  a more 
modern  date,  of  artificial  Hone,  executed  in  the  Gothic  Ityle,  in  memory  of  Sir 
Mark  Stuart  Pleydell  bart.  and  his  lady.  The  fouth  tranfept  is  all  that  remains  of 
a chapel,  built  about  the  year  1499,  by  Thomas  Pleydell  efq.  of  Colelhill,  who  died 
in  1527.  It  is  now  fitted  up  as  a pew  for  Lord  Radnor’s  family.  In  the  fouth 
wall  are  preferved  two  ogee  arches,  under  one  of  which  lies  the  effigies  of  Agnes 
Pleydell,  wife  of  the  founder : on  the  ealt  wall  is  a brafs  tablet,  containing  a 
genealogical  account  of  the  Pleydell  family,  and  an  extradl  from  the  will  of  Thomas 
Pleydell.  On  the  well  fide  is  an  elegant  marble  cenotaph,  by  Rylbrach,  in  memory 
of  the  Hon.  Harriot  Bouverie,  only  child  of  Sir  M.  S.  Pleydell,  and  wife  of  the 
Hon.  William  Bouverie,  afterwards  Earl  of  Radnor.  In  the  ealt  window  of  the 
chancel  is  the  Nativity,  in  llained  glafs,  bought  at  Angers,  in  1787,  by  the  Earl  of 

' See  a genealogical  tablet  of  the  Pleydells,  in  Colefhill  church.  f Pedigree  of  the  Pleydclls 

in  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  Berks.  c A receipt  for  one  of  the  chimney  pieces,  now  in  the  pofleffion  of 
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Radnor,  and  put  up  at  his  expence.  The  great  tithes  were  given  with  the  manor, 
by  William  de  Edindon,  Bifhop  of  Winchefler,  to  the  monaflery  founded  by  him 
at  Edindon,  in  Wiltfhire.  The  impropriation  is  now  veiled  in  the  Earl  of  Radnor, 
who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  The  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Winchefler  had  an  eflate 
in  Colefhill,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  which  was  given  by  Walter  Lacy 
with  his  daughter,  when  fhe  became  a nun  in  that  convent. 

Compton,  in  the  hundred  of  that  name,  and  deanery  of  Newbury,  lies  about 
two  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Ilfley.  The  manor  of  Wefl-Compton,  in  this  parifh, 
is  the  paramount  manor  of  the  hundred.  It  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbey  of 
Wherwell,  in  Hampfhire.  After  the  diffolution,  it  was  given  to  the  bifhops  of  Bath 
and  Wells,  who  had  an  eflate  in  this  parifh  as  early  as  the  year  1:3 1 6 h.  This  manor, 
with  the  hundred  of  Compton,  has  been  held  on  leafe  for  a confiderable  time,  by 
the  family  of  Potenger. 

The  manor  of  Eafl-Compton,  in  this  parifh,  was  fucceflively  in  the  families  of 
Mufgros  *,  De  la  Beche,  and  Langford.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Walter 
James  James  bart.  to  whofe  anceflors,  the  Heads,  it  was  granted  by  the  crown,  in  or 
about  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  An  eflate  in  this  parilh,  called  the  manor  of 
Stokes,  which  belonged  to  the  Norris  family  k,  is  not  now  known.  Sir  W.  J.  James 
is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  and  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to 
Reading  abbey. 

Compton-Beauchamp,  or  Compton-Regis,  in  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham, 
and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about  eight  miles  well  of  Wantage,  and  about  fix 
miles  nearly  to  the  fouth  of  Faringdon.  The  manor,  which  is  called,  in  fome 
ancient  records,  Compton  juxta  Shrivenham,  and  Compton  juxta  White-horfe, 
was  anciently  in  the  baronial  family  of  Somery 1 : it  was  held  under  them  by 
William  de  Beauchamp  m,  whofe  defcendants,  the  Earls  of  Warwick,  were,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  lords  of  the  manor".  In  1524,  it  belonged  to  the  Fettiplaces °, 
and  at  a later  period  to  the  Pyles.  Sir  Gabriel  Pyle  died  feifed  of  it  in  1623  p. 
His  fon  Francis,  who  was  of  Compton-Beauchamp,  was  created  a baronet  in  1628. 
From  the  Pyles  this  eflate  paffed,  by  marriage,  about  the  year  1670,  to  the  family 
of  Richards,  of  Yaverland,  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight.  Mr.  Richards,  the  lafl  heir  male 
of  this  family,  bequeathed  it,  in  cafe  of  his  daughter’s  dying  without  iffue,  to 

11  Nomina  ViUarum,  No.  6281.  Had.  MSS.  ' Confirmed  to  Mufgros  by  Cart.  4 Edvv.  I. 

k Efch.  6 Eliz.  1 Efch.  Edvv.  I.  and  Edvv.  II.  m Efch.  1 Edvv.  I. 
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Mr.  Wright,  then  town-clerk  of  Oxford,  and  maternal  grandfather  of  the  prefent 
proprietor,  John  Atkvns  Wright  efq.  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for 
that  city. 

The  hamlet  of  Knighton , in  this  parifli,  is  attached  to  the  hundred  of  Ewelm,  in 
Oxfordlhire.  The  manor,  which  was  given  by  the  Baron  St.  Walery  to  the  canons 
of  St.  Fridefwide,  in  Oxford  % belonged,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  the 
family  of  George r ; in  1623,  to  the  Pyles 5 ; and  feems  to  have  pafled  fince  that  time, 
with  Compton-Beauchamp,  being  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Atkyns  Wright. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Richards.  Mr.  Atkyns 
Wright  is  patron  of  the  rettory.  The  parifli  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  par- 
liament, pafled  in  1794*.  the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Cookham,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerfh,  and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies  about  three 
miles  north  of  Maidenhead,  part  of  which  town  is  within  the  parifli.  Cookham 
itfelf  was  formerly  a market  town.  The  Survey  of  Domefday  values  the  tolls,  of 
what  was  then  called  the  New  Market  at  Cookham,  at  20s.  per  annum.  It  has  now 
two  annual  fairs.  May  16th  and  October  nth.  The  principal  manor  has  been  in 
the  crown  from  time  immemorial.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  out  on  leafe.  I11 
1784,  a leafe,  as  yet  unexpired,  was  purchafed  by  Janies  Lord  Brudenell,  now  Earl 
of  Cardigan,  as  truftee  for  his  Majelty.  The  tenants  of  this  manor,  as  being  of  the 
ancient  demefne  of  the  crown,  are  toll-free  in  all  markets,  and  exempt  from  ferving 
on  juries.  The  fuit-holders,  or  thofe  who  have  fuit-hold  eftates  within  the  manor, 
pay  a heriot  of  the  belt  horfe  and  faddle  ; or,  fliould  the  deceafed  not  have  pofiefled 
a horfe,  the  bell  of  his  houfehold  goods,  and  half  a year’s  quit  rent. 

The  manor  of  Great  Bradley,  in  this  parifli,  belonged  formerly  to  the  St.  Quin- 
tins,  from  whom  it  pafled,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Lords  Fitzhugh '.  Being  veiled 
in  the  crown,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  granted  to  Thomas  Farmer 
efq. u In  1705  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Turbevilles,  in  whofe  family  it  had  then 
been  for  many  years,  by  Edward  Colfton  efq.  well  known  for  his  numerous  and 
munificent  benefa&ions  to  the  city  of  Briftol.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his 
defcendant  in  the  female  line,  Edward  Francis  Colfton  efq.  whofe  grand-father 
changed  his  name,  on  fucceeding  to  this  and  other  confiderable  eftates. 

The  manor  of  Pinkneys  belonged  to  an  ancient  family,  from  whom  it  derived  its 
namex,  afterwards  to  the  Bulftrodesy  and  Wallers*.  It  has  of  late  years  been 

q Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  r Efch.  5 Efch.  Jac.  I.  ' Efch.  Edw.  III. — Edw.  IV. 

u From  the  information  of  James  Payn  efq.  fteward  of  the  king’s  manor.  x Efch.  Hen.  VI. 

* Efch.  Edw.  IV.  1 Temp.  Jac.  I. 
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fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Hall,  Draper,  and.  Radcliffe,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  Mr.  John  Hufley. 

The  manor  of  Bullocks,  alias  Whites  Place,  the  property  and  feat  of  George 
Hanmer  Leycefter  efq.  was  purchafed  by  his  grand-father,  George  Leycefter  efq.  in 
1763.  It  had  been,  by  purchafe,  the  property  of  Ralph  Moore,  who  died  feifed  of 
it  in  1577  a ; and  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Smith5.  Part  of  the  manor  of 
Hyndens,  formerly  mentioned  % extends  into  this  parifh.  The  Norris  family,  who 
were  its  ancient  owners,  had  another  eft  ate  in  this  parifh,  called  the  manor  of 
Elynton  and  Spencers.  The  prior  and  convent  of  Bifham  had  a manor  in 
Cookham,  given  them  by  their  founder,  the  Earl  of  Salifbury.  The  Brocas  family 
had  a manor  here  in  the  fifteenth  century.  An  eftate  at  Babham-end,  in  this  parifh, 
fo  called  from  the  ancient  family  of  Babham,  was,  from  1696  to  1718,  the  property 
and  refidence  of  Plenry  Wafhington  efq.  who,  by  the  tradition  of  the  place,  is 
erroneoully  fuppofed  to  have  been  anceftor  to  the  celebrated  general  of  that  name. 
Samuel  Young  efq.  fon  of  Admiral  Sir  George  Young,  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
this  eftate,  in  right  of  his  mother,  who  was  daughter  of  Dr.  Battle.  Sir  George 
Young  has  himfelf  a villa,  near  the  farm,  and  holds,  in  right  of  his  wife,  the 
nominal  manor  of  Elynton  above  mentioned.  It  is  deferibed  in  the  record  of 
Domefday,  as  a manor,  by  the  name  of  Elentone.  This  eftate,  which  lies  about  a 
mile  and  a half  to  the  north  of  Maidenhead,  is  now  deferibed  as  the  reputed  manor 
of  Kniglit-Ellington,  other  wife  Ealington’s,  confiding  of  a farm,  called  Spencer’s. 

The  ancient  name  of  Maidenhead  is  faid  to  have  been  South-Elington,  or  Eal- 
ington. 

In  the  parifh  church  of  Cookham  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Farmer  of 
Bradley,  Babham,  and  Weldon.  A brafs  plate,  near  the  entrance  into  the  chancel, 
commemorates  Sir  Edward  Stockton,  a vicar  of  this  parifh,  who  is  ftyled  “ Pylgrym 
of  Jerufalem,  and  canon  profeffed  of  the  houfe  of  our  Lady  at  Gifborough,  • in 
Yorkfhire.”  The  great  tithes  of  Cookham  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of 
Cirencefter.  They  are  now  the  property  of  William  Plumer  efq.  M.  P.  who  is 
patron  of  the  vicarage,  and  has  a confiderable  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Harwood, 
which  has  been  in  his  family  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  It  was  before  that  time 
the  property  of  Sir  John  Herbert,  who  purchafed  it  of  the  Weldons.  North-town, 
Cookham-Dean,  and  Pigmy’s-Green,  are  in  this  parifh. 

Partly  in  this  parifh,  and  partly  in  that  of  Bray,  ftands  the  town  of  Maidenhead , /■-  ■■ 
a well-known  thoroughfare  on  the  road  to  Bath  and.  Oxford.  Its  ancient  name  is 
faid  to  have  been  South-Ealington.  The  manor  of  Elentone  is  deferibed,  as  above- 

a Epitaph  in  Afhmole’s  Berks.  B Temp.  Jac.  I. — From  the  information  of  Mr.  Payrn 
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mentioned,  in  the  Norman  Survey.  Leland  tells  us  (from  tradition  it  is  prefumed), 
that  it  acquired  its  prefent  name  of  Maidenhead  from  the  great  veneration  paid  there 
to  the  head  of  a Britifh  Virgin.  As  the  town  is  called  Maydenehithe,  or  Maiden- 
hithe,  in  the  moil  ancient  records  which  are  to  be  found  relating  to  it d,  perhaps  it 
may  be  thought  more  probable,  that  it  was  originally  the  name  of  the  fpot  where 
the  bridge-  now  is,  and  where  there  was  in  ancient  times  a great  wharf  for  timber'. 
Before  the  building  of  the  bridge,  the  great  road,  which  now  paifes  through 
Maidenhead,  went  through  Burnham,  and  crofTed  the  Thames  near  Cookham,  at 
Babharn  ferry,  oppofite  to  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  a hollow  way,  now  al'moft  over- 
grown, leading  up  Cliefden  hill.  Camden  dates  the,  building  of  the  bridge  about 
the  year  1400 ; but  it  is  evident,  from  records,  that  it  was  built  fome  time  before 
the  year  1297  f.  It  is  not  improbable  that  a new  town  arofe  foon  after  this,  on  the  fite 
of  a hamlet,  which  had  been  called  South-Elyngton,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  fite 
of  a manor  of  the  fame  name,  which  lies  a mile  and  a half  more  to  the  north  ; and 
that  it  acquired  the  name  of  Maidenhithe  from  the  bridge,  which  had  been  fo 
called.  A chapel  was  foon  afterwards  built  there,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  and 
St.  Mary  Magdalen.  John  Hufbands  gave  a fum  of  money  for  the  endowment  of 
a chantry ; and  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  were  incorporated  in  1352,  as  the 
fraternity,  or  gild,  of  the  brethren  and  lifters  of  Maydeneth,  or  Maidenhithe  z.  A 
charter  of  King  Henry  VI.  bearing  date  1452,  places  the  fraternity  under  the 
diredlion  of  the  chantry  prieft,  who  was  to  be  called  the  fupervifor,  or  overfeer.  It 
appears  that  one  of  the  principal  obje&s  of  the  gild  was  to  keep  Maidenhithe  bridge 
in  repair ; for  which  purpofe  a toll  was  granted  at  the  bridge,  and  a toll  for  all 
commodities  fold  in  the  market h.  After  the  reformation  the  town  was  incorporated 
anew,  by  the  name  of  the  warden  and  burgeffes  of  Maidenhead.  King  James  II. 
granted  them  another  charter  of  incorporation,  with  the  ftyle  of  mayor,  bridge- 
mafters,  and  burgeffes.  Two  of  the  burgeffes,  who  are  eleven  in  number,  are 
annually  elefled  bridge-mafters.  The  high  fteward,  the  fteward  or  recorder,  the 
mayor,  and  the  mayor  of  the  preceding  year,  are  juftices  of  the  peace.  The  mayor 
is  clerk  of  the  market,  coroner,  and  judge  of  a court,  which  is  held  once  in  three 
weeks.  The  corporation  have  the  power  of  making  bye-laws.  There  is  a gaol  for 
debtors  and  felons.  The  market,  granted  by  the  charter  of  1452,  is  ftill  held  on 
Wednefdays,  being  a confiderable  mart  for  corn.  There  are  three  annual  fairs  : 
Wednefday  in  Whitfun  Week,  Sept.  29,  and  Nov.  30.  The  revenues  of  the 

* Clauf.  14  Edw.  I.  Pat.  26  Edw.  I.  &c.  ' Leland.  1 The  bridge,  which  was 

of  timber,  had  then  been  built  long  enough  to  have  been  decayed,  and  a toll  for  three  years  was  granted 
for  its  repair.  See  Pat.  26  Edw.  I.  * This  charter  is  recited  in  the  charter  of  Hen.  VI. 

h Pat.  50  Hen.  VI. 
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corporation  confirt  chiefly  of  the  tolls  of  the  market  and  bridge.  The  chapel  is 
within  the  parilh  of  Cookham.  The  fmall  endowment  given  by  Mr.  Huibands, 
being  only  4I.  13s.  4d.  per  annum , has  been  paid  out  of  the  exchequer  fmce  the 
diflolution  of  chantries.  The  editor  of  the  Magna  Britannia,  publilhed  in  1720, 
fays,  that  the  minifter  was  then  chofen  by  the  inhabitants  in  Common-hall.  He  is 
now  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  bridge-mailers.  Formerly  the  appointment  was 
verted  in  the  vicar  of  Cookham,  with  confent  of  the  vicar  of  Bray.  The  chapel  is 
faid  to  be  exempt  from  epifcopal  jurifdi&ion. 

Maidenhead  bridge  was  originally  of  timber.  In  1688  it  was  fortified  to  impede 
the  approach  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  towards  the  metropolis,  and  its  defence 
entrurted  to  the  Irilh  ; but  fome  of  the  townfmen  of  Maidenhead  beating  a Dutch 
march  in  the  night,  they  took  alarm,  and  abandoned  their  port,  leaving  their 
cannon  behind  them.  The  foundation  of  the  prefent  bridge,  of  which  Sir  Robert 
Taylor  was  the  architect,  was  laid  in  1772.  One  of  the  piers  divides  the  counties  of 
Berks  and  Buckingham.  Between  Maidenhead  bridge  and  the  town,  on  the 
Cookham  fide,  is  a villa,  belonging  to  Sir  Ifaac  Pocock : nearer  to  the  town  is  an 
alms-houfe,  founded  in  1659,  by  James  Smith  efq.  falter  and  citizen  of  London, 
for  eight  poor  men  and  their  wives*  endowed  by  him  with  40I.  per  annum , to  which 
Mrs.  Smith  added  81.  to  buy  fuel. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Maidenhead,  as  returned  to  parliament  in  1801, 
was  949  ; but  either  fome  miftake  was  made  in  the  enumeration,  or  the  population 
has  been  much  increafed  within  the  Ihort  time  fince  elapfed,  for  we  are  credibly 
informed  that  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  is  at  lead  1 , 1 00. 

Great  Coxwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Faringdon,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon, 
lies  about  two  miles  fouth-weft  of  Faringdon.  The  manor,  which  had  been  part 
of  the  royal  demefne,  was  given  by  King  John,  to  Beaulieu  abbey,  in  1204*. 
After  the  reformation,  it  was  granted  to  the  family  of  Morys  or  Mores,  who  had 
been  leflees  under  the  abbey  k.  In  this  family  it  continued  till  the  year  1638,  when 
it  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Henry  Pratt  bart.  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent 
proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Radnor '.  The  manor-houfe,  great  barn,  and  fome  lands 
annexed,  did  not  pafs  with  the  manor,  but  were  purchafed  in  1700,  under  Lady 
Pratt’s  will,  by  her  grandfon,  George  Pratt  Richmond,  alias  Webb  efq.  m from 

* Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  Vol.  II.  k See  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  1 See  the  account  of  Colefhill,  p.  264. 

* Lady  Pratt,  by  her  will,  bearing  date  July  14,  1697,  dire&ed  the  whole  of  her  eftate  at  Coxwell, 
to  be  fold,  to  pay  her  debts,  or  at  leaft  fuch  part  as  fhould  be  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  The  manor- 
houfe  and  barn  above-mentioned,  and  150  acres  of  land,  being  fold  purfuant  to  this  direction,  were 
purchafed  by  her  grand-fon,  Dec.  16,  1700.  See  the  Hiftory  of  Great  Coxwell,  in  the  Bibl.  Top. 
Brit. 
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whom  it  defcended  to  John  Richmond  Webb  efq.  lately  deceafed.  The  great 
barn  above-mentioned,  is  much  inferior  in  fize  to  that  of  Cholfey,  being  only 
148  feet  by  40,  but  it  is  a remarkably  fine  piece  of  mafonry,  and  may  probably 
lad  as  many  centuries  as  have  elapfed  fince  it  was  built  by  the  abbots  of  Beaulieu. 
The  walls  are  four  feet  thick,  and  the  roof  is  fupported  by  two  rows  of  large 
upright  timbers,  reding  upon  maffy  done  piers. 

It  is  faid  in  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica  Britannica,  that  there  was  a cell  of 
Cidercians  at  Coxwell,  but  no  authority  is  quoted  ; and  it  feems  by  records  in  the 
Cartulary  of  Beaulieu  abbey,  of  which  a lid  is  given  in  the  fame  work,  that  they 
had  only  a grange  there n. 

In  the  church  are  fome  tombs  of  the  family  of  Mores,  ancedors  of  Edward  Rowe 
Mores,  the  antiquary,  who  projected  a Hidory  of  Berkfiiire,  but  had  made  little 
progrefs  in  the  undertaking,  as  appears  by  his  papers,  publilhed  in  the  Bibliotheca 
Topographica  Britannica.  He  had  caufed  engravings  to  be  made  of  the  church  at 
Coxwell,  the  manor-houfe,  great  barn,  &c.  which  were  publiflied  in  No.  XIII.  of 
the  above-mentioned  work.  In  the  chancel-window  are  the  arms  of  the  feveral 
podedors  of  the  manor,  put  up  by  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  who  is  impropriator  of  the 
great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  Beaulieu  abbey.  The  bilhop  of  Salilbury  is  patron 
of  the  vicarage. 

Cumner,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies  about  three 
miles  nearly  wed  of  Oxford.  The  manor  belonged,  from  a very  early  period,  to 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon.  Cumner-houfe,  which  had  been  always  re- 
ferved  in  the  hands  of  the  abbots,  as  a place  of  retirement  in  cafe  of  ficknefs  or 
plague,  at  Abingdon,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  Thomas  Penthecod, 
alias  Rowland,  the  lad  abbot  for  life  °.  After  his  death  it  was  the  feat  of  Anthony 
Forder  efq.  who  lies  buried  in  Cumner  church.  His  epitaph  reprefents  him  as  a 
very  amiable  man,  very  learned,  a great  mufician,  builder,  and  planter ; but  his 
character  dands  by  no  means  clear  of  the  imputation  of  having  been  accedary  to  the 
murder  of  the  Countefs  of  Leiceder,  at  his  own  houfe  at  Cumner,  whither  die  was  fent 
for  that  purpofe  by  her  huiband;  Sir  Richard  Vemey,  one  of  the  Earl’s  retainers, 
was  the  chief  agent  in  this  horrid  bufmefs p.  A chamber  is  diewn  in  the  ruined 
manfion,  which  adjoins  the  church-yard  at  Cumner,  called  the  Dudley-Chamber, 
where  the  countefs  is  faid  to  have  been  murdered,  and  afterwards  thrown  down 
dairs,  to  make  it  appear  that  her  death  was  accidental q.  ’ She  was  buried  at  Cum- 
ner, but  her  body  was  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Mary’s  Church,  in  Oxford.  The 

" See  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  No.  XIII.  p.  2.  and  p.  12.  0 Leland’s  Colledlanea,  vo).  VI.  p.  195 — 199. 

F See  Afhmole’s  Berkfhire.  1 Dugdale  mentions  the  Countefs  of  Lcicefter’s  death,  as 

hnppening'at  Mr.  Forfter’s  houfe  at  Cumner,  by  a fall  down  Hairs  “ as  ’/was  faid.”  Baronage,  vol.  II. 
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manor  of  Cumner  was  granted,  in  1546,  to  George  Owen  efq.  and  John  Bridges 
M.  D.  and  paffed  afterwards  to  Anthony  Forfter  above-mentioned.  It  now  belongs 
to  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  many  years.  Part  of 
the  old  manfion,  which  was  formerly  the  abbot’s  place,  is  fitted  up  as  a farm-houfe. 
The  Ihell  of  the  remainder,  though  in  a ftate  of  dilapidation,  is  nearly  entire  ; fome 
part  of  it  appears  to  have  been  rebuilt  after  the  reformation,  by  Mr.  Forfier.  Over 
a chimney-piece,  in  one  oftthe  rooms,  are  the  arms  of  the  abbey  of  Abingdon,  a 
lion  rampant,  and  fome  other  coats.  Ihis  manfion,  which  was  the  rectorial-houfe, 
is  held  on  leafe,  under  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  together  with  the  great  tithes. 

There  are  feven  tithings  in  this  parilh,  Cumner,  Whitley,  Stroud,  Hill-end, 
Swinford,  Botley,  and  Chawley.  At  Ghilfwell-farm,  in  fome  records  called  a 
manor,  was  formerly  a chapel r : this  farm  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Abingdon.  A 
farm  in  this  parilh,  called  Bradley,  belongs  to  Merton  College. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  two  ancient  tombs  in  the  fout'n  tranfept,  fuppofed  to  be 
thofe  of  two  abbots  of  Abingdon  ; the  monument  of  Anthony  Forfter,  before 
mentioned,  and  a modern  tablet,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Buckler,  the  late 
vicar,  editor  of  the  Stemmata  Chicheleiana,  and  keeper  of  the  archives  in  the 
univerftty  of  Oxford.  In  the  church-yard  is  the  tomb  of  Richard  Brown,  a Ihep- 
herd,  aged  109.  Francis  Drope,  author  of  a book  on  the  management  of  fruit- 
trees,  formerly  in  much  efteem,  and  his  brother  John,  a phyfician  and  poet,  were 
both  natives  of  this  parilh,  of  which  their  father  was  vicar 5. 

The  great  tithes  of  Cumner,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  Abingdon,  and  the  patronage  of  the  vicarage,  have  palfed  with  the  manor.  The 
parilhioners,  who  pay  vicarial  tithes,  claim  a cuftom  of  being  entertained  at  the 
vicarage,  on  the  afternoon  of  ChriPcmas-day,  with  four  bulhels  of  malt  brewed 
into  ale  and  beer,  two  bulhels  of  wheat  made  into  bread,  and  half  a hundred 
weight  of  cheefe.  The  remainder  is  given  to  the  poor,  the  next  morning  after 
divine  ferviceh 

Denchworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  lies 
about  three  miles  north  of  Wantage,  and  nearly  nine  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Abingdon.  The  manor  of  South-Denchworth  belonged  to  David  Martun,  Bilhop 
of  St.  David’s,  who  died  in  1328  u.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Corbets  ; Sir  Roger 
Corbet  died  feifed  of  it  in  1417.  His  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Sybella,  married 
John  Grevell  \ The  manor  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Hydes,  who, 

' See  Dr.  Buckler’s  anfwer  to  Rowe  Mores’s  Queries  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  No.  XIII.  3 Ant. 

Wood.  1 Dr.  Buckler’s  anfwer  to  Rowe  Mores’s  Queries..  u Efcli.  2 Edw.  III. 

* Efch.  5 Hen.  V. 
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by  fome  fabulous  tradition  in  the  family,  were  faid  to  have  poffeffed  it  from  the 
time  of  King  Canute.  A pedigree  of  the  Hydes,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum y,  dates 
Sir  George  Hyde  K.  B.  who  died  in  1625,  and  fold  the  manor  of  South-Dench- 
worth  to  Sir  William  Cockayne,  to  have  been  the  fixth  in  defcent  from  the  firft  of 
that  family  who  fettled  at  Denchworth,  which  will  not  be  found  inconfident  with  the 
records  which  prove  the  manor  to  have  been  in  the  Corbets  fo  late  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifteenth  century.  Lord  Vifcount  Cullen,  fon  of  Sir  William 
Cockayne,  fold  South-Denchworth  to  the  Geerings,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed, 
in  1758,  by  the  provod  and  fcholars  of  Worcefler  college  in  Oxford. 

The  manor  of  Upper  and  Lower-Circourt,  in  this  parifh,  which  was  formerly 
alfo  in  the  Cockaynes,  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Charles  Saxton  bart.  whofe  father 
purchafed  it  of  the  family  of  Matthews.  In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  ‘monu- 
ments of  the  Hydes  and  Geerings.  One  of  the  former  has  an  epitaph,  confiding 
of  fome  very  lame  verfes,  all  of  which  end  with  the  name  of  Hyde.  Over  the 
porch  is  a fmall  library  for  the  ufe  of  the  vicars,  given,  in  1693,  by  Gregory 
Geering  efq.  then  lord  of  the  manor.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated 
to  the  monadery  of  Bruerne  in  Oxfordfhire,  were  purchafed  of  the  Geerings,  to- 
gether with  the  manor,  by  the  provod  and  fcholars  of  Worceder  college  in  Oxford, 
who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  par- 
liament paffed  in  1801,  when  allotments  of  land  were  adigned  in  lieu  of  the  rec- 
torial and  vicarial  tithes. 

Didcot,  or  Dudcot,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  fix  miles  wed  of 
Wallingford  (near  the  road  to  Wantage),  and  about  the  fame  didance  from  Abing- 
don. The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  the  Blunts  * and  Stonors  a.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Baker  efq.  who  purchafed  it  a few  years  ago  of  the  Blakes. 
In  the  parifh  church  is  a tomb  of  Sir  Richard  Blake,  who  died  in  1709.  The 
principal  and  fcholars  of  Brazen-nofe  college  in  Oxford  are  patrons  of  the  redory, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  It  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of 
Marlow,  in  Buckinghamfhire b. 

Drayton,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  lies  two  miles  to  the  fouth-wed  of  Abing- 
don. The  manor  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon  was 
granted,  together  with  the  impropriate  redory  and  advowfon,  by  King  Henry  VIH. 
to  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger  K.  G.  by  whofe  family  it  was  fold,  in  1561,  to  John 
Southcote  efq.  Serjeant  at  Law.  Philip  Southcote  efq.  the  lad  heir  male  of  this 

y Harl.  MS.  x 535.  2 Cart.  33  Edw.  I.  3 Efch.  Edw.  III.  Sc  Ric.  II.  b Tat.  3 Rio.  II.  Pt.  3. 
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family,  died  in  1758;  the  manor,  redtory,  and  advowfon  of  Draycot,  are  now, 
purfuant  to  the  limitations  of  his  will,  the  property  of  his  relation,  Sir  William 
Jerningham  bart.  Drayton  was  formerly  a chapel  appendant  to  St.  Helen’s, 
Abingdon,  the  prefent  vicar  of  which  church  was  militated  to  his  vicarage,  with 
the  chapel  of  Drayton  annexed  : but  the  vicars  have  not  officiated  there  for  many 
years,  nor  exercifed  the  right  of  appointing  a curate.  Drayton  is  a feparate  parifli ; 
the  benefice  is  of  very  fmall  value. 

Eaton-Hastings,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  and  deanery  of  Abingdon,  is  a very 
fmall  village,  lying  about  four  miles  north-well  of  Faringdon,  in  a retired  fituation, 
to  the  north  of  the  road  to  Lechlade.  In  1298,  Benedict  Blakenham 
conveyed  the  manor,  of  which  William  de  Haflings  had  died  feifed  in  1270%  to 
Hugh  St.  Philibert®.  After  the  death  of  John  Baron  St.  Philibert,  in  1 3 5 2 f,  it 
came  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  by  Edward  III.  in  1358,  to  Sir  William 
Truffell3,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  above  a century h.  It  was  afterwards  fuc- 
ceffively  in  the  Wenmans 1 and  Martens  k.  Of  late  years  it  has  been  in  the  Bar- 
rington family,  and  is  now  veiled  in  the  bilhop  of  Durham,  and  other  trullees, 
under  the  will  of  William  Lord  Barrington,  who  died  in  1793. 

The  only  monumental  infcription  in  the  parilh  church  worthy  of  remark,  is  that 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Beeke,  redlor,  who  died  in  1670  ; his  epitaph  informs  us  that, 
out  of  the  fmall  produce  of  this  living,  he  increafed  his  patrimony,  bought  farms, 
and  left  a handfome  fortune  to  his  nephews  and  nieces. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Rice,  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patron  of  the  redlory.  The 
parilh  contains  about  1500  acres  of  land. 

Enborne,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half 
nearly  well  of  Newbury.  The  manor  ofEalt  Enborne  was  fucceffively  in  the  families 
of  Rogers 1 and  Elfex.  Sir  William  Eifex  gave  it  to  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1543. 
The  manor  of  Well  Enborne,  or  Enborne-Cheney,  was  fucceffively  in  the  families 
of  Cranleye”1,  Wodelock",  St.  Amand°,  and  Cheyne.  John  Cheyne  gave  it  to 
King  Henry  VIII.  in  1542.  Sir  Thomas  Gawdy  poffeffed  both  thefe  manors  in 
1588  p.  Sir  Thomas  Parry,  of  Hamplled-Marlhall,  was  poffelfed  of  both  in  1590; 
they  were  afterwards  in  the  Babingtons q,  and,  in  or  about  the  year  1622,  became 

4 Efch.  6 Edw.  I.  ' Clauf.  26  Edvv.  I.  f Efch.  26Edw.  III.  ! Pat.  32  Edw.  III. 

h Efch.  3 Edw.  IV.  1 Efch.  Ph.  & Mar.  & Eliz.  k It  is  probable  that  it  was  purchafed  of 
Harry  Marten,  the  regicide,  by  Mr.  Wildman,  and  paffed  with  the  Shrivenham  eftate  to  the  Barring- 
tons. See  the  account  of  that  parifh.  1 Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  m Inq.  ad  q.  d.  I Edw.  II. 

" Efch.  Edw.  III.  * Efch.  Hen.  IV.  p Efch.  Eliz.  1 Efch.  Jac.  I. 
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the  property  of  Sir  William  Craven,  from  whom  they  have  defcended  to  the  prefent 
proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Craven. 

There  is  a remarkable  and  well-known  ancient  cuftom  in  thefe  manors,  that  if 
the  widow  of  a copyholder  fhould  marry  again,  or  be  guilty  of  incontinency,  fhe 
forfeits  her  free-bench,  or  life  interefl,  in  her  late  hufband’s  copyhold,  which  is  not 
recoverable  but  by  her  fubmitting  to  ride  into  court  upon  a black  ram  repeating 
fome  ludicrous  lines r,  which  end  with  a petition  for  her  hufband’s  land,  on 
which  the  fteward  of  the  manor  is  obliged  to  reinflate  her  in  the  copyhold.  At 
every  court,  the  jury  flill  prefent  this  as  one  of  the  ancient  cufloms  of  the  manor: 
the  penalty  has  not  been  literally  enforced  within  the  memory  of  man,  but  it  is 
faid  that  a pecuniary  commutation  has  been  received  in  lieu  of  it,  which  perhaps 
may  have  been  more  readily  accepted,  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a proper 
animal  for  the  purpofe.  The  fame  fingular  cuftom  prevailed  in  the  manor  of 
Chaddleworth.  Lord  Craven  is  patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery 
of  Newbury. 

Englefield,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  and  deanery  of  Newbury,  lies  about  fix 
miles  and  a half  nearly  weft  of  Reading,  a little  to  the  north  of  the  Bath  road. 

This  place  was  the  fite  of  a well-known  battle  between  the  Danes  and  the 
Saxons  in  871. 

The  manor  of  Englefield  was  held  under  the  baronial  family  of  Somery  in  1272  s, 
and,  probably  at  a much  earlier  period,  by  a very  ancient  family,  who  took  their 
name  from  the  village.  The  pedigrees  of  the  family  reprefent  them  as  having  been 
fettled  at  Englefield  for  fix  defcents  before  John  Englefield,  who  was  of  this  place 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  111.  Roger  de  Englefield  was  knight  of  the  fhire  in  1307. 
His  defendants  frequently  filled  the  fame  fituation,  and  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff. 
Sir  Thomas  Englefield,  who  died  in  1513,  was  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
and  Juflice  of  Chefler ; his  fon,  Sir  Thomas,  was  one  of  the  juflices  of  the 
Common  Pleas.  Sir  Francis,  his  grandfon,  having  been  convi£ted  of  adhering  to 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  fled  the  kingdom,  and  was  attainted  of  high  treafon c. 
This  manor,  having  been  thereby  forfeited  to  the  crown,  was  granted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  her  fecretary,  Sir  Francis  Walfingham  u.  Francis  Englefield,  nephew 
of  Sir  Francis  above-mentioned,  was  created  a baronet  in  1612,  being  defcribed  of 
Wotton  Baffet,  in  Wiltfhire.  His  poflerity  occafionally  refided  at  a houfe  in  this 
village,  which  had  been,  for  fo  many  generations,  the  abode  of  their  anceflors. 
It  was  fold  in  1792  by  Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield  the  prefent  baronet. 

1 See  Jacob’s  Law  Didlionary,  and  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Spe&ator.  * Efch.  Edw.  I. 

' Baronetage.  u From  the  information  of  Mr.  Benyon. 
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From  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  the  manor  of  Englefield  pafled  with  his  daughter  and 
heir  to  the  Earl  of  Clanrickard,  and  afterwards  to  John,  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  who 
married  Lady  Honora  Burgh,  the  Earl’s  daughter.  Englefield  became  the  chief 
feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  after  the  demolition  of  Bafing-houfe.  Sir  Balthazer 
Gerbier  having  publilhed,  in  1663,  a treatife  called  “ Counfel  and  Advice  to  all 
Builders,”  takes  occafion,  in  his  dedication  to  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  to  com- 
mend  Englefield  (or,  as  he  calls  it,  Henfelde)  houfe.  He  defcribes  it  as  “ a well 
feated  palace,  with  a wood  at  its  back  like  a mantle  about  a coat  of  arms  and 
fays,  that  “ its  prefent  fatisfa&ion  mult  diminifir  its  owner’s  grief  for  the  lofs  of 
Baling.”  Anne,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Lord*  Francis  "’Pawlet,  only  furviving 
fon  of  the  Marquis  by  his  fecond  wife,  brought  this  eftate  to  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Wright,  a younger  fon  of  the  Lord  Keeper.  On  the  death  of  his  fon  Nathan,  in 
1789,  Englefield  devolved  to  the  late  Richard  Benyon  efq.  fon  of  Governor 
Benyon  by  the  widow  of  Pawlet  Wright,  elder  brother  of  the  laft  mentioned 
Nathan.  It  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Richard  Benyon  efq.  grandfon  of 
the  governor.  The  houfe  is  a confpicuous  objeCt  from  the  Bath  road. 

Sir  Edward  Norris,  a military  chara&er  of  fome  celebrity,  who  particularly 
diftinguifiied  himfelf  at  the  taking  of  the  Groyne,  had  a feat  at  Englefield  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  dined  with  hint  there  during  her  ftay  at  Reading  in 
i6oix.  Sir  Edward  Norris  lies  buried  at  Englefield y.  Elias  Alhmole  the  Herald  and 
Antiquary,  whofe  collections  for  this  county  have  been  publilhed  fince  his  deceafe, 
retired  to  this  village  in  1647,  where  we  are  told  he  purfued  his  ftudies  very  clofely, 
and  amufed  his  vacant  hours  with  botany  z. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  Englefield  family,  by  whom 
the  North  aide  of  the  chancel  was  built  for  a burial  place  in  1514.  The  infcriptions 
in  memory  of  Sir  Thomas  Englefield,  the  Speaker  ; Sir  Thomas  Englefield,  the 
Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas  ; and  fome  others,  recorded  by  Alhmole,  have  been 
removed  ; the  Speaker’s  monument  remains  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel.  Sir 
Francis  Englefield,  the  firft  baronet,  was  buried  in  1631  ; Sir  Plenry,  the  late 
baronet,  in  1780,  In  the  fouth  aille,  under  two  obtufe  arches,  are  the  figures  of 
a crufader  in  mail  and  furcoat,  and  a lady.  In  this  aide  is  the  monument  of  John, 
Marquis  of  Winchefter,  who  defended  Bafing-houfe  againft  the  Parliamentary 
army  : he  died  in  1674.  On  this  monument  are  the  following  lines  : 

«*  He  who  in  impious  times  untainted  flood, 

And  midfl:  rebellion  durft  be  great  and  good, 

x Queen  Elizabeth’s  Progrefles.  y Alhmole.  1 Biograph.  Bnt. 
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Whofe  arms  afferted,  and  whofe  fufferings  more, 

Confirm’d  the  caufe  for  which  he  fought  before; 

Refts  here  rewarded  by  an  heavenly  prince, 

For  what  his  earthly  could  not  recompenfe  ; 

Pray  reader,  that  fuch  times  no  more  appear, 

Or  if  they  happen,  learn  true  honour  here. 

Afk  of  thy  ages  faith  and  loyalty, 

Which,  to  preferve  them,  Heaven  confin’d  in  thee : 

Few  fubjefts  could  a king  like  thine  deferve. 

And  fewer  fuch  a king  fo  well  could  ferve ; 

Bled  king,  blelt  fubjedl,  whofe  exalted  ftate. 

By  fufferings  rof^,  and  gave  the  law  to  fate  ; 

Such  fouls  are  rare,  but  mighty  patterns  given 
To  earth,  were  meant  for  ornaments  to  heaven. 

By  John  Dryden,  Poet  Laureat.” 

The  remainder  of  the  epitaph,  which  is  in  profe  (written  by  Sir  Edward  Walker, 
garter  king  at  arms),  fpeaks  of  the  marquis  as  a man  of  exemplary  piety  towards 
God,  and  of  inviolable  fidelity  towards  his  fovereign,  in  uffiofe  caufe  he  fortified  his 
houfe  at  Baling,  and  defended  it  againft  the  rebels  to  the  laft  extremity.  The 
remainder  is  a diffufe  account  of  his  marriages  and  ifiue.  In  the  fame  aifle  are 
memorials  of  his  fecond  lady  Honora  Marchionefs  of  Winchefter,  their  eldeft  fon, 
and  their  daughter  Lady  Honora.  There  are  fome  monuments  alfo  of  the  family 
of  Wright.  Mr.  Benyon  is  patron  of  the  redory. 

Faringdon,  a market  town  by  prefcription,  71  miles  from  London,  on  the 
road  to  Cirencefter,  now  gives  name  to  a hundred,  but  was  anciently  fituated  within 
the  hundred  of  Wifol.  The  firfl:  charter  on  record,  relating  to  this  town,  is  that 
of  1 2 1 8 % which  grants  a market  on  Mondays  to  the  abbot  of  Beaulieu  ; but  it 
appears  by  the  charter  of  1313  b,  which  changed  the  market-day  to  Wednefday, 
that  the  burgeffes  had  held  a market  on  Monday  long  before  the  grant  to  the  abbot. 
The  market  is  now  held  on  Tuefday.  There  are  three  annual  fairs ; Old  Candle- 
mas-day, Whitfun  Tuefday,  and  Odober  29th,  befides  a ftatute  fair  on  the  18th 
of  Odober  for  hiring  fervants.  A fair  is  held  at  Wadley  in  this  parifh  on  the  6th 
of  April.  The  town  is  governed  by  a bailiff  and  inferior  officers.  According  to  the 
returns  made  to  parliament,  under  the  population  ad,  in  1801,  Faringdon  and  its 
hamlets  contained  1916  inhabitants. 

Faringdon  was  part  of  the  ancient  demefne  of  the  crown.  The  Saxon  kings  had 
a palace  there,  in  which  Edward  the  Elder,  a brave  and  fuccefsfut  monarch,  paid 
the  debt  of  nature,  in  925  c.  In  the  year  1 144,  Robert,  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  built  a 
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caftle  at  Faringdon,  which  he  fortified  and  defended  againft  King  Stephen;  but  after 
a clofe  fiege  of  four  days,  it  was  taken  and  razed  to  the  ground d.  In  1203,  King 
John  gave  the  manor  of  Faringdon  to  fome  Ciftercian  monks,  who  had  fettled  in  this 
town,  on  condition  of  their  building  a monaftery  there  ; but  the  next  year,  having 
himfelf  founded  a convent  of  that  order  at  Beaulieu  in  Hamplhire,  the  donation 
was  transferred  to  them.  A few  monks  remained  at  Faringdon  in  a fmall  houfe 
which  became  a cell  to  Beaulieu  abbey.  It  appears  by  an  ancient  account-book  of 
that  monaftery,  in  the  Bodleian  library,  that  King  Henry  III.  his  Queen,  Prince 
Edward,  and  Roger  de  Mortimer  his  favourite  general,  on  fome  occafton,  fpent  a 
night  at  Faringdon,  being  entertained  at  the  coft  of  the  abbot  and  convent ; the 
expence  of  the  king’s  entertainment  amounted  to  100s.  6d.  the  queen’s  to  75s. 
Prince  Edward’s  to  50s.  6d.  and  the  general’s  to  only  4s.  The  date  does  not 
appear. 

At  Radcot  bridge,  fttuated  at  the  extremity  of  this  parifh,  was  fought  the  battle 
between  Robert  Vere,  Duke  of  Ireland,  Richard  the  Second’s  favourite,  and  the  Earl 
of  Derby  (afterwards  King  Henry  IV.)  and  other  confederate  lords.  The  duke  was 
defeated  and'efcaped  by  flight,  crofling  the  river  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  e.  King 
Charles  was  at  Faringdon  foon  after  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury f.  Faringdon- 
houfe  was  made  a royal  garrifon,  of  which  Sir  Marmaduke  Rawdon  was 
appointed  governor.  Cromwell  made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  this  gar- 
rifon, in  the  month  of  June  1645,  600  men,  from  the  garrifon  of  Abing- 

don®; a fecond  attack  equally  unfuccefsful  was  made  the  next  year,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Robert  Pye,  the  owner  of  the  houfe  h.  Sir  George  Lille 
was  then  governor.  In  this  attack,  the  fpire  of  Faringdon  church  is  faid  to  have 
been  beaten  down.  Faringdon  was  one  of  the  laft  places  which  held  out  for  the 
king  ; it  was  not  furrendered  till  the  month  ©f  June  1 646,  when  the  governor  gave 
it  up  to  the  parliament,  purfuant  to  the  articles  for  the  furrender  of  Oxford,  in 
which  Faringdon  was  included  \ 

The  manor  of  Faringdon,  which  became  again  veiled  in  the  crown  by  the  diflolu- 
tion  of  Beaulieu  abbey,  was  granted  by  Queen  Mary  to  Sir  Francis  Englefield,  after 
whofe  attainder,  Queen  Elizabeth  gave  it  to  Sir  Henry  Unton.  It  was  purchafed 
of  Sir  John  Wentworth  and  other  reprefentatives  of  the  Unton  family,  in  the 
year  1622,  by  Sir  Robert  Pye,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  the  year  1788, 
when  it  was  fold  by  Henry  James  Pye  efq.  the  prefent  poet  laureat,  fome  time  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  this  county,  to  William  Hallet  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor.  Mr.  Hallet  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Wyke  which  belonged  to  Beaulieu 
abbey,  and  has  palled  by  the  fame  title. 

d Holinfhed.  " Ibid.  { Clarendon.  ! Nov.  1,  164.4.  See  Sir  Edward  Walker’s 

Hiftorical  Difcourfes,  p.  120,  121.  h Note  to  Pyc’s  “ Faringdon  Hill,”  a poem. 

’ Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  107. 
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It  appears  by  the  ancient  MS.  In  the  Bodleian  library  already  mentioned,  that  a 
very  lingular  cuftom  prevailed  in  the  manor  of  Great  Faringdon,  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  the  mode  of  punilhing  the  incontinency  of  widows  in  the  manors  of  Chaddle- 
worth  and  Enborne.  Every  tenant’s  daughter,  on  being  convidled  of  this  crime, 
forfeited  the  fum  of  4od.  (a  confiderable  fum  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.)  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor,  which  was  not  to  be  remitted,  but  on  condition  of  the  offender’s 
appearing  in  the  lord’s  court,  carrying  a black  Jheep  on  her  back , and  making  con- 
feflion  of  her  lhamek.  The  manor  of  Little  Coxwell,  a hamlet  of  this  parifh 
(where  is  a chapel  of  eafe),  belonged  alfo  to  Beaulieu  abbey,  and  has  paffeu  with 
Great  Coxwell  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Radnor.  The  manor  of  Orde 
or  Worde  (now  Littleworth),  was  anciently  a member  of  the  manor  of  Faring- 
don. It  was  granted  by  King  Stephen  to  the  monks  of  Thame ',  who,  having 
furrendered  it  into  the  hands  of  King  Henry  II.  that  monarch  gave  it  to  the  abbey 
of  Stanley,  in  Wiltfhire.  By  fome  fubfequent  refignation  or  exchange,  it  again 
reverted  to  the  crown,  and  by  the  name,  Word,  or  Wykingefham,  was  granted, 
together  with  the  manor  of  Wadley  (which  appears  alfo  to  have  belonged  to  Stan- 
ley abbey,  as  an  appurtenance  of  Word  m),  fucceffively  to  the  families  of  Pembrugge 
and  Talbot".  King  Henry  V.  granted  the  reverfion  of  thefe  manors  to  his  brave 
comrade  in  arms,  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham  °;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  was 
ever  actually  in  polfeiTion.  They  were  afterwards  granted  to  Sir  William  Porter p; 
after  his  death,  which  happened  in  1436  % and  that  of  Margaret  Lady  Talbot, 
who  had  an  interefl  in  them  by  way  of  dower,  King  Henry  VI.  gave  both  manors 
to  the  provofl  and  fcholars  of  Oriel  College,-  in  Oxford r,  under  whom  they  have 
been  ever  fince  held  on  leafe.  The  prefent  leffee  is  William  Yarnton  Mills  efq. 
who  purchafed  this  eflate  of  the  Pyes,  in  1802.  Wadley  was,  as  early  as  1531,  the 
feat  of  the  Untons  or  Umptons5,  from  whom  it  palled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Pure- 
foys.  Henry  Purefoy  efq.  of  Wadley,  v/as  created  a baronet  in  1662.  The  title 
has  long  been  extindh  Wadley  was  fome  time  ago  the  feat  of  Charles  Pye  efq. 
who  purchafed  the  leafe  of  Sir  Willoughby  Alton  bart.  about  the  year  1764.  It 
is  now  the  refidence  of  Mr.  Mills,  the  prefent  lelfee. 

h The  words  of  the  record  are,  “ Si  filia  cujufquam  (fc.  tenentis)  fuerit  deprehenfa  in  fornicatione, 
dabit  domino  quadraginta  denarios,  vel  portabit  nigrum  ovem  ad  curiam  domini,  fcilicet  fuper  dorfum 
fuum,  et  dicet,  Ecce  porto  pudorem  pollerioris  mei.” 

1 It  is  not  clear  from  the  grant,  which  is  without  date,  amongft  the  collection  of  ancient  charters  at 
the  tower,  who  was  the  donor,  but  the  recital  in  King  Henry  II. ’s  charter  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Stanley,  makes  it  fufficiently  apparent,  by  dating,  that  it  was  given  by  the  king’s  enemies  to  the  monks 
of  Thame,  and  by  them  furrendered  to  him.  See  Dugdale’s  Monafticon. 

m See  Pope  Nicholas’s  Taxation.  n See  Efch.  49  Edw.  III.  Pat.  50  Ed.  III.  and  Efcb.  12  H.  VI. 

0 See  Efch.  6 and  12  Hen.  VI.  p Pat.  3 Hen.V.  * Efch.  14  Hen.  VI. 

' Pat.  18  Hen.  VI.  ! Thomas  Umpton  efq.  was  iheriff  that  year. 
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The  parifh  church  of  Faringdon  is  a fpacious  edifice  of  the  earliefl:  ftyle  of 
Gothic  architecture.  The  low  fquare  tower  is  faid  to  have  fuftained  a fpire  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  civil  war.  In  a chapel  on  the  north  fide,  called  the  Unton  aifle,  are 
monuments  of  the  Purefoys  of  Wadley,  and  their  anceftors  Sir  Alexander,  Sir 
Edward,  Sir  Thomas,  and  Sir  Henry  Unton ; that  of  Sir  Alexander  has  figures  in 
brafs,  of  himfelf  and  his  lady,  habited  in  furcoats,  with  their  arms  blazoned.  Sir 
Henry  Unton,  who  refided  at  Wadley,  was  knighted  for  his  bravery  at  the  fiege  of 
Zutphen.  He  was  twice  ambaflador  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  court  of  France, 
where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  by  fending  a fpirited  challenge  c to  the  Duke  of 
Guife,  for  fpeaking  difrefpe&fully  of  his  miftrefs.  Sir  Henry  died  during  his 
fecond  embafly,  in  159 6.  His  corpfe  was  brought  to  England  and  buried  at  Fa- 
ringdon ; a baron’s  hearfe  being  allowed  him,  as  having  been  at  the  time  of  his 
death  the  queen’s  ambaflador-leiger.  A MS.  account  of  his  embafly,  written  by 
himfelf,  is  preferved  in  the  Bodleian  library.  In  the  eaftern  part  of  the  north  aifle, 
which  is  called  the  Pleydell  aifle,  are  memorials  for  the  families  of  Pleydell  and  Pye. 
Sir  Robert  Pye,  who  died  in  1701,  married  a daughter  of  the  celebrated  Hampden; 
they  lived  together  60  years,  and  died  within  a week  of  each  other.  In  the  nave  is 
the  tomb  of  Sir  Marmaduke  Rawdon,  governor  of  Faringdon,  who  fuccefsfuily 
defended  the  garrifon  againfl  an  attack  of  the  parlimentary  army,  and  died 
April  26,  1646. 

Leland  mentions  a chapel  in  the  church-yard  at  Faringdon,  dedicated  to  the 
Holy  Trinity,  and  a chantry  founded  by  the  Cheynes.  There  are  no  remains  of 
either.  The  reCtory  of  Faringdon  was  formerly  a prebendal  corps  in  the  church  of 
Salifbury,  but  has  long  ago  been  diflfolved,  and  made  a lay-fee  ; the  impropriation, 
together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  is  now  annexed  to  the  manor.  The 
vicarage  is  within  the  deanery  of  Abingdon,  but  is  in  the  peculiar  jurifdi&ion  of 
the  dean  of  Salifbury.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aCl  of  parliament,  pafled 
in  1771,  when  allotments  of  land  were  afligned  to  the  impropriator  and  to  the 
vicar.  The  hamlet  of  Little  Coxwell , which  was  not  included  under  this  a£t,  has 
been  inclofed  by  a fubfequent  act,  under  which,  allotments  of  land  were  afligned 
to  the  vicar  of  Faringdon,  and  to  G.  F.  Hewitt,  James  Crowdy,  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  as  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes  of  that  hamlet ; an  allotment  was  made  to 
the  poor  for  fuel. 

Farnborough,  in  the  hundred  of  Compton,  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  north- 
eaft  of  Wantage,  and  about  1 1 miles  north  of  Newbury.  The  manor  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Fulwar  Craven  efq.  whofe  father,  the  late  Rev.  John  Craven,  acquired  it 

* Printed  in  Fuller’s  Worthies. 
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in  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Sir  Jemmet  Raymond,  who,  it  is  probable,  inhe- 
rited it,  as  he  did  his  other  ellates  in  this  county,  from  the  Jemmets.  In  the  parilh 
church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Price.  The  Rev.  Ralph  Price  is  patron  of 
the  redlory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury  ; the  advowfon  belonged  formerly 
to  the  abbey  of  Abingdon.  This  parilh  has  been  inclofed,  purfuant  to  an  adf  of 
parliament,  palled  in  1777,  when  an  allotment  of  land  wa§  alligned  to  the  re&or  in 
lieu  of  tithes.  It  appears  by  the  a£t,  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  was  entitled  to 
two-thirds  of  the  tithes  of  18  yard  lands. 

Fawley,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  and  deanery  of  Newbury,  lies  about 
five  miles  fouth  of  Wantage,  and  about  four  miles  north-call  of  Lambourn.  The  manor 
of  North-Fawley,  with  the  church  and  the  tithes  of  South  Fawley,  belonged  from  a 
very  remote  period,  to  the  nuns  of  Ambrelbury.  The  lay  manor,  which,  at  the 
time  of  taking  the  Norman  Survey,  was  parcel  of  the  royal  demefne,  was,  during 
the  14th  century,  by  the  name  of  South-Fawley,  in  the  ancient  family  of  Polhamp- 
tonu,  afterwards  in  the  Kingltons  w.  Some  time  after  the  reformation,  both  thefe 
manors  became  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Moore,  author  of  the  Reports,  who 
had  a feat  at  South  Fawley.  His  fon  Henry  was  created  a baronet  in  1627.  This 
family  have  been  erroneoully  fuppofed  to  be  defcendants  of  Sir  Thomas  More. 
Neither  the  name  nor  arms  are  the  fame,  nor  does  there  appear  to  have  been 
any  conne&ion  between  the  families.  Sir  Thomas  Moore  bart.  who  now  refides 
in  Hamplhire,  is  the  prefent  reprefentative  of  the  Moores  of  Fawley  ; the  manor  of 
which  place  was  fold  by  Sir  John  Moore,  in  1765,  to  the  Vanfntarts,  of  whofe 
family  it  was  purchafed,  in  1778,  by  Batholomew  Tipping  efq.  They  are  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton  and  Mary  Anne  his  wife,  who  wras  Mr. 
Tipping’s  niece,  and  foie  heirefs. 

In  the  church  is  a memorial  for  Mary  the  wife  of  William  Beverley  efq.  of 
Chaneho  * in  Bedfordlhire,  who  died  in  1658,  having  lived  a widow  57  years.  She 
was  mother  of  Dame  Elizabeth  Moore  of  South-Fawley. 

The  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  the  nuns  of  Ambrelbury,  are  the  property 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wroughton,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

Finchampsted,  in  the  hundred  of  Charlton,  and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies 
three  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth-well  of  Wokingham.  There  were  two  manors 
in  this  parilh ; from  a very  early  period  5 one  of  them  which  belonged,  in  1306,  to 
the  family  of  Hufe  or  Hoefe y,  palfed  about  1369,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Colneyes% 

u Efch.  Edw.  III.  Richard  de  Polhamptonwas  fheriff  in  1311.  and  1312.  w Efch.  Edw.  IV., 

1 Perhaps  Cainhoe.  y Efch.  Edw.  I. — Edw.  Ill,  * Efch.  43  Edw.  III. 
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and  was  afterwards  in  the  Pakenhams,  who,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VI.  procured 
a charter  for  an  annual  fair  on  the  Monday,  Tuefday,  and  Wednefday  in  Whitfun- 
weeka.  In  1538,  Edmund  Mervyn,  ferjeant  at  law,  who  had  married  Elizabeth, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Edmund  Pakenham,  conveyed  this  manor,  by  the  name 
of  Eaft-Court,  to  Stephen  Cawood.  In  1560,  Thomas  Cawood  conveyed  it  to  the 
families  of  Hinde  and  Harrifon.  In  1583,  the  Harrifons  had  a renewed  grant  of 
the  Whitfuntide  fair,  which  has  been  now  long  difcontinued.  In  166 r,  Richard 
Harrifon  efq.  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Harrifon  of  Hurft,  fold  the  manor  of  Eaft-Court 
to  Richard  Palmer  efq.  by  whofe  defcendant  it  was  bequeathed  to  Henry  Fyfhe  efq. 
of  Ickwell  in  Bedfordfhire,  father  of  Charles  Fyfhe  Palmer  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

The  other  manor,  now  called  Weft-Court,  was  confirmed  to  Robert  Achard, 
in  1318 b,  and  paffed,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  De  la  Mares  and  Forflers,  under 
whom,  as  fuperior  lords,  it  was  held  by  the  family  of  Perkins  % as  early  as  the 
year  1508.  From  this  family  it  paffed,  by  purohafe,  to  George  Tatterfhall  efq.  of 
Stapleford,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  whofe  daughter  brought  it  in  marriage  to  the 
Honourable  Charles  Howard,  fourth  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Ellis  St.  John,  whofe  father’s  maternal  uncle,  James  Goodyer 
efq.  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Howard.  An  annual  fair  is  held  on  the  firfh  Wednefday 
in  April,  within  Mr.  St.  John’s  manor.  Everjley  is  a hamlet  in  this  parifh. 

Frilsham,  or  Fridlesham,  a very  fmall  village  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs, 
lies  about  eight  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Newbury.  Sir  Hugh  Berwick  died  feifed 
of  the  manor  in  i409d : in  1424  it  was  in  the  Hautes6 ; afterwards  in  the  Norris 
family f,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  marriage,  to  the  Berties.  The  late  Earl  of 
Abingdon  fold  it,  about  the  year  1762,  to  Sir  George  Cornewall,  of  whom  it  was 
purchafed  in  1800,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Newbury,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mr.  Hayward. 

Fyfield,  formerly  Fyfhide,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  about  five  miles  from 
Abingdon,  and  nine  from  Faringdon,  on  the  London  road.  It  was  formerly  the 
property  and  feat  of  the  family  of  Golafre.  John  Golafre  was  knight  of  the  {hire 
in  1 337.  Sir  John  Golafre  was  employed  in  an  embaffy  to  France,  in  1389s.  Either 
this  Sir  John  Golafre,  or  a fon  of  the  fame  name,  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of 

a Cart.  27 — 39  Hen.  VI.  b Cart.  Edw.  II.  c Ancient  Survey  of  the  manor  of  Aldermafton, 
in  the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Congreve.  d Efch.  25  Hen.  VI.  ' Placit.  & c.  de  terns  in  Turr. 

Lond.  Co.  Berks.  No.  38.  { Efch.  Hen.  VII.  1 Knighton  inter  Decern  Scriptores, 
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Fyfield,  in  1442  h.  The  fame  year  a licence  was  granted  by  the  crown,  for  the 
foundation  of  a chantry,  at  the  altar  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  purfuant  to  the  will 
of  Sir  John  Golafre,  who  is  ftyled  in  the  charter,  fervant  to  King  Henry  V.  and 
King  Henry  VI. ; the  chaplain  of  the  chantry  was  to  be  called  mailer  of  the  Houle 
of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  at  Fyfield'.  It  was  endowed  with  Fyfield  Grove,  and  the 
manors  of  Baldwin’s  Court  and  Wylie,  in  Charlton.  Francis  Little,  in  his  MS. 
Hiflory  of  Abingdon  k,  fays  that  the  daughter  and  heir  of  the  lall-mentioned  Sir 
John  Golafre  married  John  De  la  Pole,  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who  loll  his  life  at  the 
battle  of  Stoke,  and  was  attainted  of  treafon.  The  manor  and  advowfon  of  Fyfield 
were  purchafed  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Lady  Gordon,  who  died  about  the  year 
1527,  by  Sir  Thomas  White,  who  gave  them  to  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  St. 
John’s  College,  in  Oxford,  founded  by  him  in  1555:  the  prefent  lelfee  under 
the  college  is  Mr.  John  Dalton. 

In  the  north  aide  of  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  John  Golafre, 
who  died  in  1442.  His  effigies  in  armour  lies  on  an  open  altar  tomb,  beneath 
which  is  the  figure  of  a Ikeleton  in  a ffiroud.  The  common  people  call  it  Gulli- 
ver’s tomb,  and  fay,  that  the  figure  on  the  top  reprefents  him  in  the  vigour  of  youth  ; 
the  Ikeleton  in  his  old  age : the  arms  of  Golafre  are  on  the  tomb,  and  in  the 
windows  of  the  church.  In  the  fame  aille  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  family  of 
White,  who  refided  at  Fyfield,  and  were,  till  of  late  years,  lefiees  of  the  manor, 
by  virtue  of  a grant  from  their  collateral  anceflor.  Sir  Thomas  White,  to  his  brother, 
previoufly  to  the  foundation  of  the  college.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is 
an  altar  tomb,  from  which  the  brafs  plates  have  been  removed,  in  memory  of  Lady 
Gordon,  above  mentioned.  It  Hands  under  an  obtufe  arch,  with  a roof  of  rich 
tracery  blue  and  gold ; over  the  arch  is  a cornice,  of  gilt  foliage.  The  editor  of 
Afhmole’s  Collections  fays,  it  was  called  the  monument  of  Lady  Gorgon.  In  the 
chancel  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Dale  and  Perrot,  of  North-Leigh,  de- 
fended from  Sir  Thomas  White’s  filler.  Charles  Perrot  LL.  D.  who  died  in  1686, 
was  thrice  chofen  to  reprefent  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  parliament.  The  pre- 
fident and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in 
the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  great  tithes  are  veiled  in  the  college.  In  1711, 
an  augmentation  of  3 oh  per  annum , arifing  out  of  the  tithes,  was  fettled  on  the 
vicar  and  his  fuccelfors.  The  Lovedens  had  a feat  at  Fyfield,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth1.  A branch  of  the  family  of  Norris,  of  Yattendon,  were  fettled 
there,  for  four  generations ro.  John  Norris,  of  Fyfield,  was  knighted  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  at  Reading,  in  1601. 

h Efch.  20  Hen.  VI.  1 Pat.  20  Hen.  VI.  k See  p.222.  ’ Berkfhire 
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East-Garston,  in  the  hundred  of  Lambourn,  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half 
from  Lambourn,  and  about  ten  from  Newbury.  In  the  reign  of  King  John,  the 
manor  was  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  de  Londres,  or  London,  Lord  of  Kidwelly, 
in  Wales,  whofe  daughter  and  heir,  Hawife,  brought  it  to  Patrick  de  Chaworth n. 
Paine,  his  fon,  left  a daughter  and  heir,  married  to  Henry  Duke  of  Lancafter, 
after  whofe  death,  on  a partition  of  his  eftates,  it  palled  to  his  elded;  daughter 
Maud,  who  married  Ralph,  fon  and  heir  of  the  Lord  Stafford,  and  afterwards 
William  Duke  of  Zeland  °.  On  the  death  of  the  Duchefs  of  Bavaria,  it  was  in- 
herited by  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancafter,  in  right  of  his  wife  Blanch.  This 
manor  was  held  by  the  fervice  of  finding  a knight,  clad  in  plate  armour,  to  ferve 
in  the  king’s  army,  for  forty  days,  at  the  lord’s  coft,  whenever  he  fhould  be  in  the 
territory  of  Kidwelly,  in  Wales,  of  which  manor  this  was  a member p.  The  Duke 
of  Lancafter  had  alfo  a manor,  called  Poghly q,  in  this  parilh,  which  was  afligned, 
with  Eaft-Garfton,  to  his  daughter  Maud.  It  is  now  a farm,  the  property  of  Mr. 
James  Harbert.  Early  in  the  17th  century,  the  manor  of  Eaft-Garfton  belonged  to 
the  Gaftrells r,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  a confiderable  time ; and  having  pafled 
to  the  family  of  Jones  of  Ramfbury,  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
bart. 

The  manor,  or  manor-farm,  of  Maidencote,  in  this  parilh,  was  anciently  in  the 
Beauchamps  of  Hacche5,  afterwards  in  the  Moores,  of  Fawleyh  It  is  now  the 
property  of  Jofeph  Butler  efq. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Gaftrell,  and  of  the  Elfyngs, 
defcended  from  Henry  Elfyng,  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  and  keeper  of  his  Majefty’s  records  in  the  tower  of  London.  Sir  Francis 
Burdettt  holds  the  great  tithes  on  leafe,  under  Chrift’s  Church  College,  in  Oxford. 
The  dean  and  chapter  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  New- 
bury. This  parilh  has  been  inclofed,  under  an  ad  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1771 ; 
the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Goosey,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  has  a parochial  chapel,  dependant  on  Stanford, 
in  the  vale  of  White-horfe,  from  which  it  is  two  miles  diftant.  The  manor  was 
given  to  the  monks  of  Abingdon,  by  king  Offa,  in  exchange  for  the  ille  of 
Andrefey,  in  the  Thames,  near  their  convent,  which  he  wanted  for  the  purpofe 
of  building  a palace ".  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I. x it  was  in  the  family  of 
Matthews,  in  whom  it  continued  till  it  was  purchafed  by  the  father  of  Clement 
Saxton  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor. 

n Efch.  Edw.  I.  ® Dugdale’s  Baronage.  T Blount’s  Tenures.  9 Dugdale. 

r Bib.  Top.  Brit.  * Efch.  Edw.  III.  * Efch,  Car.  I.  “ Dugdale’s  Monafticon. 
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East-Hagbourn,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  fix  miles  north-weft  of 
Wallingford,  and  about  eight  miles  nearly  fouth  of  Abingdon.  Sir  Edward  Walker, 
in  his  Hiftorical  Difcourfes y,  informs  us,  that  the  parliamentary  army,  under  the 
command  of  the  Earl  of  Elfex,  were  quartered  at  this  village,  on  the  24th  of  May, 
1644,  on  their  route  from  Reading  to  Abingdon. 

The  manor  of  Eaft-Hagbourn,  with  the  church,  was  given  by  King  Henry  I.  to 
his  newly-founded  monaftery  of  Cirencefter z.  It  is  probable,  that  the  abbot  had 
an  occafional  refidence  here,  a park  being  mentioned  in  the  grant  of  the  manor  to 
Sir  Francis  Knolles,  after  the  reformation3.  This  manor  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Craven,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  nearly  two  centuries. 

The  manor  of  Weji-Hagbourn , a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  which  appears  to  have  had 
formerly  a chapel  of  eafe,  was  in  the  family  of  Windfor,  from  the  time  of  William 
the  Conqueror  till  thenreign  of  Henry  VI. b or  perhaps  later.  In  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  being  then  in  the  Newton  family,  it  pafled,  by  a female  heir,  to  a younger 
branch  of  the  Windforsc.  Sir  Andrew  Windfor  died  feifed  of  it  in  1632,  foon 
after  which  it  came  to  the  Pococks,  and  is  now  the  property  of  John  Blagrave 
Pocock  efq. 

The  manor  of  Watlingtons,  in  Weft-Hagbourn,  was  granted  in  1231  to  Edmund, 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  Windfors d.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  Sir  John  Pollen  bart.  who  inherits  it  from  the  families  of  Sherwood  and 
Cowper. 

The  parilh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure : the  north  aiile  was  built  by 
John  Yorke,  who  died  in  1413,  as  appears  by  his  epitaph*.  He  married  Claricia, 
relict  of  Richard  de  Windfor,  and  was,  in  her  right,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Weft- 
Hagbourn.  There  are  fome  memorials  in  this  church  for  the  family  of  Keate, 
of  Hodcot ; and  a farcophagus,  in  memory  of  the  late  John  Phillips  efq.  of 
Culham. 

The  great  tithes  of  Eaft  and  Weft-Hagbourn  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Cirencefter. 
They  have  fince  palfed,  with  the  manor  of  Eaft-Hagbourn,  and  are  now  held  under 
Lord  Craven,  on  a leafe  for  lives,  by  John  Phillips  efq.  of  Culham.  The  Rev.  John 
Scoolt,  of  Wallingford,  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Abingdon. 

y Page  14.  2 Dugdale.  s Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  b Efch.  temp.  Hen.  VI. 

c Efch.  8 Eliz.  d Efch.  Car.  1.  ' “ Orate  fpecialiter  pro  anima  Johannis  Yorke 

fundatoris  illius  tie  qui  obiit,  14  Jul.  MCCCCXIII.”  It  is  erroneoufly  dated  by  Collins,  that  Richard 
de  Windfor  married  the  relidt  of  John  Yorke  ; for  it  appears  that  Richard  de  Windfor  died  in  1367, 
John  Yorke  in  1413.  Collins  quotes  Afhmole’s  Berkfhire,  and  has  mifconftrued  the  epitaph  of  Claricia 
Wyndfer  there  printed  : that  of  Yorke  is  omitted. 
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Near  Hagbourn  church  is  a crofs,  with  a tall  taper  ftiaft,  on  an  afcent  of  heps. 
At  Croffcot , or  Cojlcot , a fmall  hamlet  about  half  a mile  diftant,  is  alfo  a fmall  crofs ; 
and  another  by  the  road  fide  between  Croffcot  and  Hagbourn.  An  annual  fair  is 
held  at  Eaft-Hagbourn,  on  the  Thurfday  before  October  1 1. 

East-Hampsted,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere,  lies  about  three  miles  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  Wokingham. 

Eaft-Hampfted  park  was,  for  many  years,  a royal  refdence.  We  are  told  that 
Richard  II.  went  thither  to  recreate  himfelf  with  hunting,  in  the  month  of  Auguft, 
1381'.  In  1531,  Queen  Catherine,  being  at  Eaft-Hampfted  park,  the  king  fent 
fome  of  the  lords  of  his  council  thither  to  perfuade  her  to  be  conformable  to  his 
will,  and  confent  to  a divorce s.  Sir  Richard  Coningfby  was  keeper  of  Eaft-Hamp- 
fted park,  in  i6o7h.  King  James  I.  appears  to  have  refided  there  in  1622*  and 
1623  k.  Soon  after  this  the  park  was  granted  to  William  Trumbull  efq.  agent  for 
King  James  I.  and  King  Charles  I.  at  Bruffels,  and  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Privy 
Council : from  him  it  defcended  to  his  grandfon.  Sir  William  Trumbull,  one  of  the 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  in  the  reign  of  William  III.  the  friend  and  correfpondent 
of  Pope ; who,  having  fome  years  before  retired  from  public  life,  died  at  Eaft- 
Hampfted,  in  1716,  and  was  there  buried.  His  epitaph,  written  by  that  poet,  is 
extant  in  his  works,  but  is  not  infcribed  on  his  monument  in  Eaft-Hampfted  church. 
In  Pope’s  works,  alfo,  is  to  be  found  the  epitaph,  written  by  him  on  Fenton,  the 
poet,  who  died  at  Eaft-Hampfted  in  1732,  whilft  on  a vifit  to  Lady  Trumbull, 
Sir  William’s  widow,  and  was  there  buried. 

The  prior  and  convent  of  Hurley  had  a manor  at  Eaft-Hampfted,  which,  after 
the  reformation,  was,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  rebtory,  in  the  Lovelace 
family ',  and  afterwards  came  to  the  Trumbulls.  The  advowfon  now  belongs  to 
Chrift-Church  college,  in  Oxford.  The  manor  and  park  are  the  property  of  the 
Marchionefs  of  Downfhire,  whofe  father,  the  Hon.  Martin  Sandys,  married  the 
grand-daughter  and  foie  reprefentative  of  Sir  William  Trumbull.  Dr.  Durell,  the 
late  principal  of  Hertford  college,  who  diftinguilhed  himfelf  as  a learned  divine  and 
biblical  critic,  was  rebtor  of  this  parifti m. 

Hampsted-Marshall,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  four  miles  weft  of 
Newbury,  and  fix  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Hungerford.  The  manor  was  fucceflively  the 

f Holingfhed.  s Ibid.  h Norden’s  Survey  of  Windfor  Foreft,  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. . 

1 Sir  Francis  Englefield  was  knighted  at  Eaft-Hampfted,  in  1622. — Baronetage. 

k There  is  a fermon  in  print,  preached  before  the  court  at  Eaft-Hampfted,  by  George  Warburton. 

1 Efch.  Car.  I.  m Biograph.  Brit. 
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property  of  the  Marefchalls,  or  Marfhalls,  Earls  of  Pembroke,  from  whom  it  took 
the  additional  name,  the  Bigods  and  Brothertons,  Earls  of  Norfolk,  and  Earls 
Marfhall  of  England ".  Thomas,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  gave  it  in  marriage  with  his 
daughter  Alice,  to  William  de  Montacute,  in  1333  °-  It  was  afterwards  in  the 
family  of  Hankeford  p.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  belonged  to  the  Parrys. 
Camden  tells  us,  that  Sir  Thomas  Parry,  treafurer  of  the  houfhold  to  that  queen, 
who  was  fon  of  Thomas  Parry  efq.  of  the  fame  place q,  built  a fine  houfe  at 
Hampfted-Marfhall.  About  the  year  1620,  this  manor  pafied,  by  purchafe,  to  the 
Cravens ; and  Hampfted-Marfhall  became  one  of  the  chief  feats  of  that  family.  In 
the  year  1626,  Sir  William  Craven,  fon  of  Sir  William  Craven,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  was  created  Baron  Craven,  of  Hampfted-Marfhall ; and,  in  1662,  for 
fervices  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  exiled  mailer,  during  the  protedorate  of 
Cromwell,  and  the  Ioffes  which  he  had  fuftained  by  confifcation,  was  created  an 
earl.  The  fame  year,  the  houfe  built  by  Sir  Thomas  Parry  having  been  pulled 
down,  Sir  Balthazer  Gerbier  began  “ a (lately  pile  of  buildipg”  for  him  at 
Hampfted-Marlhall,  which  was  finiflied  in  the  year  i665r.  Some  clumfy  brick- 
piers,  which  remain  in  the  park,  ornamented  with  fphinxes  and  gryphons,  afford 
but  an  unfavourable  fpecimen  of  the  archited’s  talle.  The  houfe  was  almoft  wholly 
deftroyed  by  fire,  in  1718  s:  a fingular  fate  for  the  manfion  of  this  noble  earl,  who 
was  fo  celebrated  for  his  adivity  in  affilling  to  extinguifh  fires  in  the  city  of  London, 
and  its  fuburbs,  that  it  became  a common  faying,  that  his  horfe,  for  he  always 
attended  on  horfeback  at  the  firft  notice,  fmelt  a fire  as  foon  as  it  happened.  Sir 
Balthazer  Gerbier,  the  architect,  who  profeffed  alfo  the  art  of  painting,  and  is  well 
known  by  his  eccentric  projects  and  numerous  publications,  died  on  a vifit  at 
Hampfted-Marfhall,  in  1667,  and  lies  buried  in  the  parifh  church,  where,  fince 
Afhmole’s  time c,  the  flab  w'hich  covers  his  remains  has  been  infcribed  with  a fhort 
epitaph  to  his  memory.  Upon  the  death  of  Earl  Craven,  in  1697,  the  earldom 
became  extind : the  title  of  Baron  Craven,  of  Hampfted-Marfhall,  in  confequence 
of  an  entail  procured  by  the  earl,  devolved  to  the  Cravens,  of  Combe-Abbey,  in 
Warwickshire,  whofe  defcendant  v/as  created  Earl  of  Craven  in  1801,  and  is  now 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Hampfted-Marfhall,  and  patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Newbury. 

" Dugdale.  ■ Pat.  7 Edw.  III.  ■>  Efch.  Hen.  VI.  ' Berkfhire  Pedigrees. 

r See  Sir  Balthazers  epitaph,  at  Hampfted-Marfhall.  There  is  a view  of  this  houfe,  engraved  by 
Kip,  in  the  Theatre  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  pi.  45.  3 Ibid.  * In  Afhmole’s  Berkfhire,  it 

is  faid  that  there  is  no  infcription  on  his  tomb. 
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Hampsted-Norris,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  feven  miles  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Newbury,  and  about  five  miles  fouth-eafl  of  Ilfiey.  It  was  fucceffively 
called  Hampfted-Cifrewaft,  Hampfted-Ferrars,  and  Hampfted-Norris,  as  the  manor 
fucceffively  belonged  to  thofe  families.  The  Cifrewafts,  or  Sifrewafts,  pofTeffed  it 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  III. u In  1269,  Nicholas  Sifrewaft  conveyed  it  in  fee  to 
Thomas  de  Clare,  the  king’s  fecretaryx.  In  1450,  William  Lord  Ferrars,  of 
Chartley,  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Hampfted-Cifrewaft,  alias  Hampfled-Ferrars y, 
which  his  anceftors  had  for  fome  time  pofTeffed,  it  having  been  brought  into  the 
family  by  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Mufgros,  to  whom  this  manor  was  con- 
firmed by  King  Edward  I.  in  1275  z.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  this  manor  was 
in  the  Norris  family  % from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  Berties.  The  Honourable 
Peregrine  Bertie,  brother  of  the  late  Earl  of  Abingdon,  fold  it  to  Sir  John  Gallini, 
whofe  fon,  John  Andrea  Gallini  efq.  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  manor  of  Bodenhampjled , or  Bothampjled , a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  was 
fucceffively  in  the.De  la  Beches  and  Langfords b ; afterwards  in  the  families  of  Norris 
and  Bertie,  and  belongs  now  to  Mr.  Gallini. 

The  manor  of  Langley,  together  with  the  manor  or  farm  of  Bradley,  in  the 
adjoining  parifh  of  Chevely,  was  for  many  years  in  the  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford0. 
Langley  was  afterwards  in  the  De  la  Poles,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the 
anceftors  of  Sir  Thomas  Head  knt. d whofe  eldeft  fon,  in  the  year  1769,  took  the 
name  of  James,  by  act  of  parliament,  in  confequence  of  inheriting  conftderable 
eftates  from  that  family,  in  the  parifh  of  Avington,  and  elfewhere,  now  the  property 
of  his  brother,  Sir  Walter  James  James,  who,  in  1791,  was  created  a baronet, 
being  defcribed  of  Langley  park,  which  has  been  his  occafional  refidence.  Near 
the  houfe  is  a chapel  of  eafe. 

The  manor  of  Colrugge,  in  this  parifh,  was  many  years  in  the  Windfor  family e. 
Sir  Hugh  Berwyk  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Elyng,  in  Hampfted-Norris,  in  1409  f. 
In  1424,  this  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Haute g,  and  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the 
families  of  Norris  and  Bertie  : it  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Robert  Hayward,  who 
purchafed  it  of  Sir  George  Cornewall  bart. 

Hermitage , Wild,  and  Little  Hungerford,  are  in  this  parilh. 

The  great  tithes  of  Hampfted-Norris  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Goring 
in  Oxfordfhire  ; the  reftorial  eftate  now  belongs  to  the  Marchionefs  of  Downfhire, 
who  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage.  This  parifh,  which  lies  within  the  deanery  of  New= 

* See  Clauf.  2 Hen.  III.  * Pat.  54  Hen.  III.  y Efch.  Hen.  VI.  z Cart.  4 Edw.  J. 

a Efch.  Hen.  VII.  * Efch.  Edw.  III.  and  Hen.  VIII.  1 Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Hen.  IV. 

A From  the  information  of  Sir  W.  J.  James  bart.  e Efch.  Hen.  V.  6c c.  1 Efch.  Hen.  IV. 

? Bundell.  Placit.  8cc.  in  Turr.  Lond.  Co.  Berks,  No.  38. 
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bury,  has  been  inclofed,  under  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1771,  when  allot- 
ments of  land  were  ailigned  to  the  impropriator,  and  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Hanney,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  north  of 
Wantage,  and  about  feven  miles  fouth-wed  of  Abingdon.  The  manor  of  Wed- 
Hanney  belonged  to  the  alien  priory  of  Newenton-Longueville  in  Buckinghamlhire, 
after  the  fuppreffion  of  which,  it  was  given  by  King  Henry  VI.  with  other  lands 
which  had  belonged  to  that  priory,  to  the  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College  in 
Oxford,  in  whom  it  is  dill  veiled. 

The  Eydons  had  a manor  in  Well-Hanney  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. h, 
being  the  fame,  it  is  probable,  which  is  now  the  property  of  Charles  Dewe  efq.  and 
which  was  purchafed  by  his  family  in  the  year  1676. 

The  manor  of  North-Denchworth  in  this  parilh,  was  purchafed  in  the  reign  of 
King  John,  of  Ralph  de  Camois,  one  of  the  rebellious  barons,  by  Adam  Fettiplace, 
who  feems  to  have  been  the  firlt  of  that  ancient  family  who  fettled  in  Berklhire 
His  poderity  refided  many  years  at  North-Denchworth,  and  fpread  themfelves  into 
various  parts  of  the  county.  They  continued  to  poffefs  this  manor,  although  it 
had  long  been  deferted  as  a refidence,  until  the  death  of  Sir  George  Fettiplace 
bart.  the  lad  heir  male  of  the  family,  who  died  in  1743,  when  it  paffed  by  a female 
heir  to  the  fon  of  Robert  Budiell  efq.  of  Cadle-Pryor  in  Worcederlhire,  who  took 
the  name  of  Fettiplace,  and  was  father  of  Charles  Fettiplace  efq.  the  preferit  pro- 
prietor. The  manor  of  Andrews-Court  in  Wed-Hanney,  belonged  to  the  Fetti- 
places  in  1443*:  although  we  could  not  afcertain  the  fact,  as  the  ancient  name 
feems  to  have  been  lod,  yet  it  is  probable  that  this  edate  dill  forms  a part  of  Mr. 
Fettiplace’s  property  in  Wed-Hanney. 

The  hamlet  of  Eq/i-Hanney , in  this  parilh,  lies  partly  within  the  hundred  of  Want- 
ing, and  partly  within  that  of  Ock.  In  this  hamlet  were  formerly  three  manors, 
one  of  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Noion,  in  Normandy ; this  manor,  by 
the  name  of  Ead-Hanney,  alias  Prior’s  Hanney,  was  in  the  Wellelburn  family 
about  the  middle  of  the  dxteenth  century '.  Paul  Ambrofe  Cooke  died  feifed  of 
it  in  1631™;  after  his  death,  it  paffed  in  marriage  with  his  daughter,  to  the 
family  of  Heath  : it  is  probable  that  this  is  the  fame  manor,  which,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  lad  century,  was  in  the  Wymondefolds,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  I.  P.  Badard  efq.  M.  P.  who  married  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Wymon- 
defold. 

John,  Baron  St.  Philibert,  who  died  in  1333,  was  feifed  of  a manor  in  Ead- 
Hanney  n,  which  from  him  acquired  the  name  of  Philberd’s-Court.  It  belonged 

h Efch.  3J  Hen.  VIII.  1 Berkfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum  No.  1535'.  Harl.  MSS. 

k Efch.  Hen.  VI.  1 Efch.  Ph.  and  Mar.  and  Eliz.  m Efch.  Car.  I.  n Efch.  7 Edw.  III. 

afterwards 


BERKSHIRE. 


289 


afterwards  to  Alice  Perrers,  the  favourite  of  King  Edward  III.  and  was  given,  upon 
her  attainder,  to  John  Holland,  Earl  of  Huntingdon p,  who,  being  then  Duke  of 
Exeter,  was  himfelf  attainted  in  the  year  1400.  This  manor  was  granted  the 
fame  year  to  John  Windforq.  Its  fubfequent  hiftory  we  have  not  been  , able  to 
afcertain,  or  to  learn  any  thing  farther  of  an  eftate,  formerly  called  Bullock’s  Manor 
In  this  hamlet,  than  that  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Yate  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth r. 

An  aft  of  parliament  for  inclofing  the  hamlet  of  Eaft-Hanney,  puffed  in  1803, 
when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  to  Sir  William  Jerningham  in  lieu  of  a 
portion  of  tithes,  and  to  the  other  impropriators  according  to  their  refpeftive 
interefls. 

Lyford , which  lies  two  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Hanney,  in  the  hundred  of 
Ock,  is  a fmall  hamlet  of  this  parifh,  with  a chapel  of  eafe.  In  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  manor  belonged  to  the  Coudrays s,  afterwards  to  the  Pophams c,  and  at 
a later  period,  to  the  Ayfhcombes u.  Oliver  Ayfhcombe  efq.  was  created  a baronet 
in  1696  ; dying  without  male  iffue  in  1718,  the  title  became  extinft.  The  manor 
of  Lyford  was  purchafed,  in  1764,  of  Mr.  Robert  Greenaway,  by  the  truftees 
under  Mrs.  Sarah  Eaton’s  will,  who,  in  1 775,  conveyed  it  to  the  provoft  and 
fcholars  of  Worcefter  College  in  Oxford.  One  of  the  Ayfhcombe  family  founded  an 
alms-houfe  at  Lyford,  in  1603,  f°r  10  Poor  women>  eight  of  whom  have  an  allow- 
ance of  four  fhillings  a-week  each,  the  other  two  3 s.  6d.  only.  Robert  Belcher 
founded  a free-fchool  at  this  place  in  1702.  The  hamlet  of  Lyford  has  been  in- 
clofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  which  palled  in  1801,  when  allotments  of  land 
were  afligned  in  lieu  of  the  reftorial  and  vicarial  tithes.  The  provoft  and  fcholars 
of  Worcefter  College  were  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  former ; the  remainder  be- 
longed to  the  impropriators  of  Weft-Hanney. 

In  the  parifh  church  at  Weft-Hanney  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Lytcott, 
who  twice  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  of  the  county.  He  was  knighted  by  King 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  m the  camp  before  Rouen  in  1591,  and  died  at  Bafilden  in 
1599.  There  are  feveral  memorials  alfo  for  the  families  of  Ayfhcombe31  and  Yate 
of  Lyford,  and  a tablet  for  Edward  Bowles,  who  died  in  1685,  aged  89,  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  who  died  in  1718,  at  the  great  age  of  124.  The  dean  and  chapter 
of  Salifbury  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage  of  Weft-Hanney  ; the  great  tithes  are  held 
under  the  procurator  and  vicars  of  that  cathedral.  The  Eyftons  were  formerly 

» Pat.  1 2 Ric.  II.  < Pat.  1 Hen.  IV.  r Efch.  Eliz.  ! Efch.  Edw.  III. 

1 Efch.  Hen.  IV.  and  Hen.  V.  ° Efch.  Eliz. 

1 The  earlieft  date  is  that  of  John  Ayfhcombe  efq.  who  died  in  1592.  John  Ayfhcombe,  his  fon, 
ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  of  the  county,  and  died  in  1655,  at  t^ie  aSe  97- 
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Icfiees ; the  leafe  is  now  held  in  moieties  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Bowles  and  the  family  of 
Godfrey. 

Harwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  between  feven  and  eight  miles  from 
Wallingford,  on  the  road  to  Wantage,  and  about  fix  miles  fouth  of  Abingdon, 
The  manor  belonged  to  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  King  of  the  Romans  y;  his 
fon  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1299*.  In  1338,  King 
Edward  III.  granted  it  to  Sir  Nicholas  De  la  Beche  % from  whom,  it  is  probable, 
that  it  defcended  to  the  Langfords.  In  C)ueen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  this  manor,  by  the 
name  of  Princes-Harwell,  was  in  the  Loder  family b.  It  was  afterwards  in  the 
Raymonds,  from  whom  it  pafled,  by  marriage,  to  the  Rev.  John  Craven  lately 
deceafed  : it  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  John  Chetwode  bart. 

Another  manor  in  this  parilh,  called  the  Bilhop’s  Manor,  belonged  to  the  fee  of 
Wine  heller  as  early  as  the  time  of  Cardinal  Beaufort c : Richard  Hopkins  efq.  is 
the  prefent  lelfee  under  the  bifhop. 

A tablet  in  the  parilh  church  records  a fingular  benefaftion  of  Chriltopher 
Elderfield,  an  eminent  divine,  who  was  a native  of  this  parilh,  and  died  in  1652  : 
“ he  gave  lands  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing,  in  thefpring  of  every  year,  two  milch 
cows  to  be  given  to  two  of  the  pooreft  men  in  the  parilh  of  Harwell,  (burthened 
with  families,)  for  their  fuflentation.”  His  benevolent  intentions  have  proved  abor- 
tive from  the  impoflibility  of  a poor  man’s  procuring  pallure  for  a cow  in  this 
parilh,  where  the  land  is  chiefly  arable.  The  trullees  of  the  charity  purchafe  two 
cows  or  oxen,  in  the  winter,  if  the  rent  of  the  lands  will  fuffice,  kill  them,  and 
diltribute  the  meat  among  the  poor.  A lady  of  the  name  of  Jennings,  founded  an 
alms-houfe  in  the  year  1715,  for  fix  poor  widows,  and  endowed  it  with  an  allow- 
ance of  as.  6d.  weekly  to  each,  and  an  annual  fum  for  clothes.  Mr.  Anthony 
Loder  gave  an  eftate,  which  now  produces  32I.  per  annum , for  the  education  of  12 
poor  children.  Mr.  Eaton,  who  died  vicar  of  this  place  in  1772,  gave  a houfe  to 
the  fchool-malfer,  and  a confiderable  benefaftion  to  the  poor. 

The  great  tithes  of  Harwell,  which  were  given  by  Edward  the  Black  Prince  to 
the  College  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Wallingford  Caflle,  belonged,  fome  years  ago,  to  the 
family  of  Jennings,  who  fold  them  to  Sir  Jemmet  Raymond.  They  have  fince 
palled  with  the  manor.  Sir  John  Chetwode  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in 
the  deanery  of  Abingdon,  i This  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament, 
palTed  in  1802.  The  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 


Hatford,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  to  the 
fouth-eall  of  Faringdon.  The  manor,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  111.  belonged  to 

* Efch.  28  Edw.  1.  J Pat.  12  Edw.  III.  * Efch.  37  Eliz. 

Sir 


* Efch.  56  Hen.  III. 

* Pat.  20  Hen.  VI. 
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Sir  Robert  de  Hatford ; at  a later  period  it  belonged  to  Thomas  Chaucer,  fon  of 
the  poet d,  and  was  probably  part  of  the  inheritance  of  his  wife,  who  was  an 
heirefs  of  the  family  of  Burgherfl.  Alice,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Chaucer,  brought  it  in  marriage  to  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  It  be- 
came veiled  in  the  crown,  by  attainder,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  was 
foon  afterwards  granted  in  fee-farm  to  Sir  Alexander  Unton  % in  whofe  family  it 
continued  till  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Unton,  in  1596.  Of  late  years  it  has  un- 
dergone various  alienations,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Walker,  by  inheri- 
tance from  her  brother,  the  late  jofeph  Nutt  efq.  In  the  parifh  church  are  foine 
memorials  of  the  Pigott  family.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel  is  a tomb,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  that  of  the  founder ; who  is  faid,  by  tradition,  to  have  been  Sir 
Robert  de  Hatford.  Mrs.  Uvedale,  filler  of  the  late  incumbent,  is  patron  of  the 
reclory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

EasT-Hendred,  in  the  hundreds  of  Wanting  and  Reading,  lies  about  four 
miles  eafl  of  Wantage,  and  fix  miles  and  a half  nearly  fouth  of  Abingdon.  It  has 
been  erroneoufly  fuppofed  that  Eafl-Hendred  was  a great  market  town,  which  began 
to  decay  after  the  diffolution  of  monafleries.  It  is  true  that  it  had  anciently  a market 
on  Tuefdays,  long  ago  difufed  ; but  it  appears,  by  an  account  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  taken  by  order  of  Cardinal  Pole  in  1 555  f,  that  there  were  then  only 
200,  whereas  their  number,  in  the  year  1801,  according  to  the  returns  then  made 
to  parliament  under  the  Population  Aft,  was  685.  The  clothing  manufafture  ap- 
pears to  have  been  formerly  carried  on  at  Eafl-Hendred  e : an  annual  fair  is  held 
there  on  the  nth  of  Oftober.  There  are  five  manors  in  this  parifh:  the 
King’s  manor  was  anciently  part  of  the  royal  demefnes,  and  afterwards  belonged 
to -the  abbey  of  Noion,  in  Normandy11.  After  the  fuppreffion  of  alien  priories. 
King  Henry  VI.  gave  it  to  the  Carthufian  monaflery  of  Sheen,  granting  the  monks 
very  extenfive  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities,  within  the  manor ; the  market 
above-mentioned,  and  two  fairs  at  the  feftivals  of  St.  Auguftin  and  St.  Katherine  \ 
This  manor  has  continued  in  the  Crown  ever  fince  the  diffolution : the  fleward- 
fhip  of  it,  being  a nominal  office  in  the  gift  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  is 
one  of  the  places  given  for  the  purpofe  of  vacating  a feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Within  this  manor  was  an  ancient  chapel,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  the  monks 
of  Sheen,  called  the  chapel  of  Jefus  of  Bethlehem,  and  aftenvards  Champ’s 
chapel.  It  is  now  converted  into  two  tenements. 

i See  Efch.  15  Hen.  VI.  ' Records  in  the  Augmentation  OiHce.  * MS.  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library.  See  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  h See  Pat.  6 John.  * Pugdale’s  Monail. 
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The  Abbey  manor  was  given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading  by  the 
Emprefs  Maud  \ After  the  diffolution,  it  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to 
Henry  Norris,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  1616';  after  an  intermediate  alien- 
ation to  Fenton,  it  was  purchafed,  in  1622,  of  the  Earl  of  Kelly,  by  Sir  Peter 
Vanlore,  who,  the  fame  year,  fold  it  to  William  Eylton  efq.  anceflor  of  the  prefent 
proprietor. 

The  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College  in  Oxford  have  a manor  in  Eafl- 
Hendred,  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Littlemoor,  near  Oxford.  The  priory 
of  Frampton,  in  Dorfetfhire,  had  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown  on  the  fuppreflion  of  alien  monalteries : John  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford died  feifed  of  it  in  1436  m.  It  belonged  afterwards  to  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Windfor,  who  furrendered  it  to  King  Henry  VIII.  In  1539  it  was  granted  to 
John  Winchcombe,  whofe  grandfon  fold  it  in  1602,  to  John  Sherwood  efq. n It  is 
now,  by  inheritance,  the  property  of  Sir  John  Pollen  bart. 

The  manor  of  Arches  appears  to  have  been,  from  time  immemorial,  in  lay 
hands.  In  1171  it  belonged  to  William  Crofsbecy,  from  whofe  family  it  palfed 
to  the  Turbevilles,  and  from  the  Turbevilles,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  family  of 
Arches,  or  De  Arcubus,  about  the  year  1381.  William  Eyflon  of  Illeworth,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  married  Ifabel,  daughter  of  John  Stow^  by  Maud  his 
wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Rawlin  de  Arches0:  it  is  now  the  property 
of  Bafil  Eyflon  efq.  a lineal  defcendant  of  William  Eyflon  above-mentioned.  In 
the  manor-houfe  is  an  ancient  chapel,  mentioned  in  writings  as  early  as  the  year 
1323%  and  called  the  shapel  of  St.  Amand  and  John  the  Baptifl.  It  is  neatly 
fitted  up,  and  ufed  by  Mr.  Eyflon’s  family,  who  are  of  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion, for  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice.  Mr.  Eyflon’s  principal  farm  is  the 
fite  of  the  abbey  manor,  which  lies  within  the,  hundred  of  Reading. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  John  Paternoiler  held  a virgate  of  land  in  this  parifh, 
by  the  fervice  of  faying  a paicr-nojler  every  day  for  the  king’s  foul.  The  land  is 
ilill  called  Paternofler-bank q.  In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  of  the 
Eyflons.  The  bifhop  of  Salifbury  is  patron  of  the  redlory,  whfch  is  in  the  deanery 
bf  Abingdon.  That  part  of  the  parifh  of  Eafl-Hendred  called  Weflmanfide,  ex- 
cepting fuch  lands  as  lay  in  Fox  mead  and  Aldington  mead,  were  inclofed  by  adl 
of  parliament  in  1801  : the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

x Dugdalets  Monaflicon.  1 From  the  information  of  Mr.  Eyfton.  m Efch.  14  Hen.  Vf. 

n Afhmole’s  Berks,  vol.  III.  0 Ibid.  p Amida  de  Arches,  in  1323,  grants  to  Wil- 

liam her  fon,  all  her  manors  in  E^fl-Hendred,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  chapel  there.  Afhmol*. 
The  chapel  of  EaT  Hendred  is  rate  j in  Pope  Nicholas’s  Valor,  at  3).  6s.  8d,  * Afhmole’s  Berks. 
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West-Hendred,  or  Little-Hendred,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  lies  about 
three  miles  eaft  of  Wantage,  and  about  feven  miles  fouth-weft  of  Abingdon.  A manor 
in  Weft-Hendred,  was  anciently  in  the  Lilies,  who  held  it  by  grand  ferjeanty  by 
the  fervice  of  buying  the  king's  ale r.  William  Sperlholt  purchafed  it  of  the  Lilies 
in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  1. 5 and  his  defcendants  for  many  years  polfelfed  it, 
together  with  the  manor  of  Sperlholt,  or  Sperlholt-court,  in  this  parifh  c;  which  was, 
at  a later  period,  the  feat  of  the  Wifemans.  Sir  Charles  Wifeman,  who  was 
fheriff  of  the  county  in  1612,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1635”.  It  continued  in  his  de- 
fcendants till  about  the  year  1720,  belonged  afterwards  to  the  Clarkes  of  Arding- 
ton,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  W.  Towfey  of  Wantage.  The  houfe,  ad- 
joining to  which  was  an  old  chapel  of  eafe,  has  been  pulled  down. 

Another  manor  in  Welt-Hendred,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  re&ory,  was  given 
by  Nigel  de  Albini,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans x,  and  afterwards  became  the  pro- 
perty of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Wallingford.  In  1536  this  manor,  with  the 
re&ory,  were  given  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  exchange  for  the  manor  of  Eaft- 
Moulfey,  in  Surrey,  to  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  Corpus  Chrifti-College  in 
Oxford  y,  who  are  now  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  and  patrons  of  the  vicar- 
age, which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

The  manor  of  Eaft-Ginge,  in  this  parilh,  belonged  anciently  to  the  Pluknets  % 
afterwards  to  the  Benhams  and  Giffards3,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  May. 

North  or  Lawrence-Hinksey,  commonly  called  Ferry-Hinksey,  in  the 
hundred  of  Hornier,  lies  about  a mile  from  Oxford.  It  was  formerly  efteemed  a 
hamlet  of  Cumner,  till  Montague,  the  fecond  Earl  of  Abingdon,  endowed  the 
chapel  with  vicarial  tithes,  and  made  it  a feparate  parifh.  The  manor,  which 
belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  granted  to  Owen  and 
Bridges,  and  by  them  conveyed,  in  1547,  to  Sir  John  Williams  and  Sir  John 
Grefham  knts.  At  a later  period  it  was  for  many  years  in  the  family  of  Perrot.  It 
is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Harcourt,  having  been  purchafed  by  his  father,  the 
late  Earl. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a memorial  for  Thomas  Willis  gent,  who  loft  his  life  in 
the  royal  caufe  at  the  fiege  of  Oxford,  Auguft  4,  1 643.  He  was  father  of  Dr. 
Willis,  the  celebrated  phyfician,  and  anceftor  of  Brown  Willis  the  antiquary  who 
reftored  the  infcription,  and  recorded  on  the  fame  ft  one  the  death  of  one  of  his  own 

’ Blount’s  Tenures.  J Parliamentary  Rolls,  vol.  I.  p.  8.  ' See  Efch,  Edw.  III. 

* Efch.  Car.  I.  where  it  is  called  the  manor  of  Sperlholt,  alias  Southcote.  * Dugdale’s  MonaflT 
con,  vol.  Ill,  p.  ii.  7 Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  * Efch.  Edw.  I, 

4 Efch.  Edw.  III\— Eliz. 
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fons.  On  the  monument  of  William  Finmore,  fellow  of  St.  John’s  college,  who  died  in 
1 646,  is  an  epitaph  with  this  quaint  beginning  : “ Reader,  look  to  thy  feet,  honeft  and 
loyal  men  are  fieeping  under  them.  Here  lies,  &c.”  very  erroneoufly  printed  in  Afh- 
mole’s  Berkfhire  : there  are  other  memorials  of  the  fame  family.  In  the  church-yard 
is  a crofs,  with  a tall  fluted  (haft.  The  parifh  of  North-Hinkfey  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  ad  of  parliament,  which  paffed  in  1 776;  in  this  ad  the  benefice  is  called  a 
vicarage.  An  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  vicar,  and  an  allotment  to  Earl 
Harcourt  as  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes.  The  Earl  of  Abingdon  and  Earl 
Harcourt  are  alternate  patrons  of  the  benefice. 

South-Hinksey,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  about  two  miles  fouth  of  Oxford, 
formerly  a hamlet  of  Cumner,  was  made  a feparate  parifh  at  the  fame  time,  and  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  North-Hinkfey.  The  manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot 
and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  granted  to  Owen  and  Bridges,  paffed  to  the  families 
of  Williams,  Norris,  and  Bertie,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon. 
John  Piers,  archbifhop  of  York,  was  a native  of  South  Hinkfey. 

Hinton,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  lies  about  fix  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of 
Faringdon,  a little  to  the  north  of  the  road  to  Abingdon.  It  was  anciently  parcel  of 
the  barony  of  St.  Walery,  from  which  circumflance  it  acquired  the  name  of  Hinton- 
Walerys,  which,  by  length  of  time,  has  been  corrupted  to  Waldrifh  and  Waldridge. 
Henry  de  St.  Walery,  who  had  been  one  of  the  rebellious  barons  in  the  reign  of  King 
John,  had  this  manor  reftored  to  him  by  King  Henry  III.  in  I2i6b,  and  the  next 
year  procured  a charter  for  a market  at  Hinton  on  Wednefdays  % which  has  been 
difufed  from  time  immemorial.  Not  long  afterwards  the  family  of  St.  Walery 
being  extintt,  the  manor  of  Hinton  became  fucceffively  the  property  of  Walter  de 
Langton,  Lord  Chancellor d,  Hugh  le  Defpencer  the  elder  % and  Thomas  Bro- 
therton,  Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  latter  furrendered  it  to  the  crown  in  1332  f,  and  it 
was  the  fame  year  given  to  William  de  Bohun,  Earl  of  Northampton 2 : on  a divi- 
sion of  the  property  of  his  defcendant,  the  Earl  of  Hereford,  in  1421,  this  manor 
came  to  the  king.  In  1483  it  w'as  granted  to  Henry  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as 
having  been  formerly  of  the  inheritance  of  the  Bohuns h.  Hinton  is  now  the  pro- 
perty and  feat  of  the  Rev.  John  Loder,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  feveral 
generations ; Mr.  Loder  is  patron  of  the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abing- 
don. This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament  paffed  in  1760,  when 
an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes.  Duxford  is  a 
hamlet  of  Hinton. 

b Cl.  1 Hen.  III.  c Cl.  2 Hen.  III.  d Cart-  35  Edw.  I.  ' Cart.  11  Edw.  II. 

CL  6 Edw.  III.  6 Pat.  6 Edw.  III.  h Dugdale. 

Kungerford, 


BERKSHIRE. 


295 


Hungerford,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  is  a market-town,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kennet,  and  on  the  road  to  Bath,  64  miles  from  London.  A con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  parifh,  which  is  divided  into  four  tithings,  is  in  the  county 
of  Wilts.  The  tithing  of  Charnam-Street  is  wholly  in  that  county ; that  of 
Sandon-fee  is  partly  in  Wiltlhire,  and  partly  in  Berkfhire.  The  tithings  of  Hun- 
gerford, and  Eddington,  with  Newtown,  are  wholly  in  Berkfhire.  The  proba- 
bility of  Eddington  being  the  Ethandune  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  has  been  already 
fbewn1.  It  is  probable  alfo,  that  it  was  the  Ethandune , left  by  Alfred,  with  other 
eftates  in  this  county,  to  his  wife  Ealhfwitha.  The  market  at  Hungerford,  which 
is  on  Wednefdays,  has  been  held  from  time  immemorial.  It  is  mentioned  as  an 
eftablilhed  market,  in  a record  of  the  year  1297  \ There  are  three  fairs;  the 
laft  Wednefday  in  April,  the  la  ft  Wednefday  in  September,  and  the  firft 
Wednefday  in  Odtober.  The  town  is  governed  by  a conftable,  who  is  chofen 
annually.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  return  made  to  par- 
liament in  1801,  was  1987.  The  town  of  Hungerford  does  not  appear  in  the 
Survey  of  Domefday,  unlefs  it  be  by  the  name  of  Inglefol.  Camden  fays,  the  old 
name  of  Hungerford  was  Ingleford-Charnam-Street.  Perhaps  the  name  of  Ingle- 
ford  applied  only  to  the  fite  of  the  manor  of  Hungerford-Ingleford,  in  this  parifh. 
The  name  of  Hungerford  occurs,  as  now  fpelt,  in  a record  of  the  year  12041. 
The  Earl  of  Effex,  quartered  his  army  at  Hungerford,  before  the  firft  battle  of 
Newbury,  in  1 643  m.  The  king  was  at  this  town  foon  after  the  fecond  battle  of 
Newbury,  in  1644". 

The  manor  of  Hungerford  was  the  property  of  Robert  Fitz-parnell,  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  and  afterwards  of  Sayer  de  Quincy,  Earl  of  Winchefter,  who  married 
one  of  his  daughters  and  co-heirs0.  In  1297,  King  Edward  I.  granted  it  to  Ed- 
mund, Earl  of  Lancafter p,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  John  of  Gaunt,  who 
granted  the  inhabitants  a fifhery  of  confiderable  extent  in  the  KenneL  His  fon 
Henry,  before  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  being  then  Duke  of  Lancafter,  granted 
the  manor,  together  with  the  town  and  Hungerford  park,  to  Sir  Walter  Hunger- 
ford, who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1448  q.  During  the  wars  between  the  houfes  of 
York  and  Lancafter,  this  manor  was  feized  by  the  Yorkifts,  and  became  the  pro- 
perty of  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucefter ; who,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  gave 
it  to  John,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  fell  at  Bofworth-field.  Being  again  in  the 
crown,  it  was  given  by  King  Edward  VI.  with  the  park,  market,  fairs,  &c.  to  the 
Duke  of  Somerfef;  after  whofe  attainder  it  was  granted,  with  all  the  above  ap- 

* Vide  p.  162.  * Pat.  25  Edw.  I.  * Pat.  6 John.  * Heath’s  Chronicle, 

* Clarendon.  ° See  Pat.  6 John,  and  Dugdale’s  Baronage,  ? Pat.  25  Edw.  L 

' Efch,  27  Hen,  VI.  1 Pat,  2 Edw,  VI. 
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purtenances,  (the  park  excepted,)  to  the  townfmen  of  Hungerford  ; the  conftable, 
who  is  chofen  annually,  being,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  lord  of  the  manor.  In  a 
large  cheft,  with  three  locks,  is  preferved  an  ancient  bugle  horn,  faid  to  have  been 
given  by  John  of  Gaunt,  when  he  granted  the  above-mentioned  right  of  filhery. 
It  is  of  brafs,  about  1 8 inches  in  length  : on  one  fide  is  the  following  mutilated 
termination  of  an  infcription  in  black  letter : — attel;  on  the  other  fide,  the  word 
Hungerford,  In  the  town-hall  is  another  horn  of  brafs,  of  more  modern  date,  of 
the  fame  fize  and  (hape,  which  is  blown  annually  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  after 
Eafter,  at  the  Hocktide  court,  to  call  the  tenants  of  the  manor  together.  It  has 
the  following  infcription,  in  the  common  Roman  letter,  with  the  date  1634,  and 
the  name  of  Jehofophat  Lucas,  as  conftable : <e  John  a Gaun  did  give  and  grant 
the  riall  fifhing  to  Hungerford  towne,  from  Eldren  Stub  to  Irifh  Stil,  excepting 
fom  feveral  mil  pound.” 

Hungerford  park,  having  been  referved  by  the  crown  as  above-mentioned,  was 
granted  with  all  manerial  rights  within  its  limits,  in  1 595,  to  the  truftees  of  Robert, 
Earl  of  EfTex s.  In  the  following  century'  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Boyland. 
In  1 707  it  came  to  the  Stonhoufes,  who  were  alfo  proprietors  of  Standen-Hufley, 
in  this  parifli:  they  fold  it  in  1765  to  Mr.  Renou,  and  it  was  afterwards  fuc* 
ceffively  in  the  poffeffion  of  Mr.  Waters  and  Charles  Dalbiac  efq.  The  prefent 
proprietor,  John  Willes  efq.  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Dalbiac  in  1796.  There  was  no 
houfe  in  Hungerford  park  when  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Efiex  ; but  it  is  not 
improbable  that  he  was  the  builder  of  an  ancient  manfion,  pulled  down  by  Mr. 
Dalbiac,  at  the  eaft  end  of  which  were  the  arms  of  Queen  Elizabeth : a large  and 
lofty  room  over  the  fervants-hall,  was  called  Queen  Elizabeth’s  room.  Mr.  Dalbiac 
built  a modern  houfe  on  the  fite,  leaving  the  old  offices,  which  have  been  fince 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Willes. 

The  ancient  family  of  Hungerford  derived  their  name  and  origin  from  this  town, 
where  it  is  probable  that  they  had  their  refidence,  and  pofieffed  property  at  a very 
early  period.  Sir  Robert  de  Hungerford,  the  firft  perfon  of  note  of  this  family, 
mentioned  by  Dugdale,  wbo  died  about  the  year  1354,  was  buried  in  Hungerford 
church,  where  is  an  infcription  to  his  memory'  in  French,  promifing  550  days 
pardon,  on  the  word  of  fourteen  bifhops,  to  all  fuch  as  fhould  pray  for  his  foul.  Sir 
Thomas  Hungerford,  nephew  of  this  Robert,  was  the  firft  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ; his  fon,  Walter,  was  Lord  High  Treafurer  to  King  Henry  VI.  and  re- 
ceived fummons  to  parliament  as  a baron.  The  elder  branch  of  the  family  became 
extinft  in  Thomas  Lord  Hungerford,  whofe  daughter  carried  the  baronies  of  Hun- 
gerford, Bottreaux,  Moels,  and  Molins,  into  the  noble  family  of  Haftings.  Walter 

* From  the  information  of  Mr.  Willes.  * Printed  by  D’.igdale  and  AfhmoJe. 
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Hungerford,  defcended  from  a younger  fon  of  Robert  Lord  Hungerford,  who  was 
beheaded  at  Newcaflle  in  1463,  was  created  Baron  Hungerford,  of  Heytefbury,  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  in  1536.  The  title  became  extinft  by  his  attainder  in  1540;  but 
his  eflates  were  afterwards  reflored  to  the  family,  who  had  feats  at  Farley  Caflle  in 
Somerfetfhire,  Black-Bourton  in  Oxfordfliire,  Down-Amney,  and  Winrulh,  in 
Glouceflerfhire,  Cadenham  in  Wilts,  &c.  Some  of  the  family  remained  at 
Hungerford.  Henry  Hungerford  efq.  who  died  in  1673,  was  of  Standen.  John 
Hungerford  efq.  who  died  in  1729,  was  poffeffed  of  a manor  in  this  parifh,  called 
the  manor  of  Hungerford-Ingleford,  which,  it  is  probable,  his  anceflors  had  enjoyed 
at  a very  early  period  ; for  although  the  lands  of  this  family  had  been  more  than 
once  forfeited  in  turbulent  times,  yet  the  greater  part  of  them  were,  in  each  inflance, 
reflored  after  the  lapfe  of  a few  years.  This  John  Hungerford,  who  died  without 
iffue,  was  defcended  from  the  Hungerfords  of  Down-Amney.  He  was  a frequent 
fpeakerin  parliament,  where  he  reprefented  the  borough  of  Scarborough,  and  wras 
handing  counfel  for  the  Eafl  India  Company.  He  directed  by  his  will,  that  his 
eflates  fhould  be  fold,  and  bequeathed  two  thirds  of  his  refiduary  property  to  the 
provofl  and  fcholars  of  King’s  College,  in  Cambridge.  The  Hungerfords  of  Farley 
became  extindl  in  the  direct  line  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  who 
having  fold  the  Farley  eflate,  died  in  171 1,  at  the  great  age  of  115,  his  fon  and 
grand-fon  dying  before  him  without  iffue.  John  Peach  Hungerford  efq.  now  of 
Dingley-hall  in  Northamptonfhire,  near  Market-Harborough,  fome  time  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  Leicefler,  is  lineally  defcended  from 
the  Hungerfords  of  Down-Amney.  This  gentleman  retains  poffeffion  of  the 
family  vaults  in  Farley  Caflle  and  Salifbury  Cathedral. 

The  manor  of  Standen  Huffey,  in  the  Wiltfhire  part  of  this  parilh,  was  formerly 
in  the  family  of  Hufe  or  Huffie5.  At  a later  period  it  belonged  to  Sir  Reginald 
Bray,  prime  minifler  to  King  Henry  VII.  and  was  bequeathed  by  him  to 
William  Lord  Sandys,  who  married  the  only  child  of  his  brother  John.  In  1 583, 
it  was  purchafed  of  his  defcendant  of  the  fame  name,  by  Thomas  Goddard  efq. 
In  1719  the  Goddard  family  fold  it  to  Francis  Stonehoufe  efq.  whofe  reprefentative, 
Mrs.  Pearfe,  is  the  prefent  proprietor'.  The  free  chapel  of  South-Standen,  within 
this  manor,  has  long  ago  been  defecrated,  and  converted  into  a pigeon-houfe. 
Standen-Huffey  houfe  is  the  property  and  refidence  of  Thomas  Michel  efq.  who 
married  one  of  Mrs.  Pearfe’s  daughters. 

The  manor  of  North-Standen  has  been  long  annexed  to  the  Littlecot  eflatq, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Brigadier-General  Leyborne.  There  are  no  remains 
of  the  chapel  at  North-Standen. 

» Efch.  Hen.  III.  Edw.  III. 
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The  manors  of  Hudden  or  Hidden,  and  of  Eddington  in  this  parifh,  were  given 
to  the  priory  of  St.  Fridefwide  in  Oxford,  by  Edmund,  Earl  of  Lancafter  r:  after 
the  reformation,  they  were  granted,  together  with  that  of  Newtown,  to  the  family 
of  James,  who  forfeited  them  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary  for  their  attachment  to 
the  proteftant  religion".  They  were  re-granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  are  now 
the  property  of  Sir  Walter  James  James  bart.  Elis  elder  brother,  who  died  without 
xfFue,  took  the  name  of  James  on  fucceeding  to  thefe  and  other  eftates  of  the  late 
John  James  efq.  the  laft  heir  male  of  that  family. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of  Hungerford,  and  for 
the  Stonehoufes  of  Standen.  The  infcriptions  in  memory  of  Sir  Edward  Hunger- 
ford,  K.  B.  1629,  and  his  wife  Margaret,  printed  in  Afhmole’s  Colle&ions,  have 
been  removed.  In  the  porch  is  the  figure  of  an  armed  knight,  which,  it  is  pro- 
bable, belonged  to  the  tomb  of  Sir  Robert  Hungerford.  There  were  two  chantries 
in  Hungerford  church,  one  of  which  was  founded  by  this  Sir  Robert x.  The  chantrv- 
roll  in  the  Augmentation  Office,  mentions  the  chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl  at 
Hungerford,  and  the  chapels  of  North  and  South-Standen.  It  is  probable,  that 
the  chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl  belonged  to  an  hofpital  of  that  name,  which 
exifted  at  Hungerford,  as  early  as  the  year  1281.  It  was  endowed  with  lands,  and 
the  oblations  on  the  feafl  of  St.  John  the  Baptifl.  The  prior  or  warden  was  to 
celebrate  divine  fervice  thrice  in  a week,  and  to  relieve  the  poor  inhabitants  in  times 
of  fcarcity.  The  Duke  of  Lancafter  was  patron y.  No  information  can  be  obtained 
concerning  the  fite  of  this  hofpital.  The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh,  which  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  parcel  of  the  eftates  of  the  priory  of  Okeburn  % are  now 
appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 
Hungerford  lies  within  the  deanery  of  Newbury,  but  is  in  the  peculiar  jurifdidtion 
of  the  dean  of  Salifbury. 

Dr.  Samuel  Chandler,  a very  eminent  writer  among  the  proteftant  diftenters,  was 
born  at  Hungerford  in  1693  \ 

John  Hamblen  gave  4I.  per  annum  to  this  parifh,  to  endow  a charity-fchooL 
Dr.  Edward  Sheaffe,  vicar  of  the  parifh,  gave  the  fchool-houfe  in  1636.  About  12I. 
per  annum  is  appropriated  to  the  benefit  of  that  fchool,  out  of  a benefaclion  given 
by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cummins,  to  the  poor  of  this  parifh,  and  that  of  Breedon  in 
Leicefterfhire.  The  number  of  boys  to  be  educated  in  the  fchool,  is  at  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  minifter  and  church-wardens. 


* See  Pat.  6 Edw.  III.  u From  the  information  of  Sir  W.  J.  James.  1 Dugdale’s  Baronage. 
y Tanner’s  Notit.  Monaft.  new  Edition.  z See  the  Taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas.  John,  Duke 

of  Bedford,  who  poffefled,  by  grant,  the  priory  of  Okeburn,  had  the  rc&ory  of  Hungerford.  See 
Efch.  14  Hen.  VI.  [ Biograph.  Brit. 
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Hurley,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerlh,  and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies  five  miles  from 
Maidenhead,  and  four  from  Henley  bn  Thames,  near  the  Oxford-road.  Geoffrey 
de  Magnaville,  anceftor  of  the  Magnavilles  or  Mandevilles,  Earls  of  Effex,  founded 
a Benedi&ine  monaftery  at  this  place  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and 
endowed  it  with  the  manor  of  Hurley  and  other  lands b.  It  was  afterwards  made  a 
cell  to  Weflminfler  abbey.  In  1535,  its  revenues  were  valued  at  12  il.  8s.  5d. 
per  anmtm.  The  fite,  called  Lady-place  (the  convent  having  been  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin  Mary),  was  granted,  in  1545,  to  Leonard  Chamberlayne  % and,  not  long 
afterwards,  came,  together  with  the  manor  of  Hurley,  into  the  poffeffion  of  John 
Lovelace  efq.  who  died  in  1 558  d.  His  grandfon,  Sir  Richard  Lovelace,  “ knighted 
in  the  wars,”  as  his  epitaph  expreffes  it,  went  on  an  expedition  with  Sir  Francis 
Drake ; and  it  is  faid,  he  built  the  prefent  manfion  with  the  money  he  gained  in 
that  adventure.  Richard  Lovelace,  his  fon,  was  created  Baron  Lovelace  of  Hur- 
ley, in  1627.  The  title  became  extindl  at  the  death  of  Neville  Lord  Lovelace,  in 
1736.  John,  Lord  Lovelace,  is  faid  to  have  been  very  inflrumental  in  bringing 
about  the  Revolution.  He  was  captain  of  the  band  of  gentlemen  penfioners  to  King 
William.  His  great  prodigality  and  fplendid  ftyle  of  living  involved  him  in  fuch 
difficulties,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fell  a great  part  of  his  eflates,  under  a decree 
of  chancery,  to  pay  his  debts.  Hurley  is  faid  to  have  been  purchafed  by  an  attor- 
ney, on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  his  clients c.  The  manor  was  purchafed  for  the  family 
of  G reeve;  was  afterwards  the  Duke  of  Marlborough’s f,  and  is  now  the  property  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Alhbrook,  in  right  of  his  lady,  who  was  heirefs  of  the  late  Thomas 
Walker  efq.  of  Woodflock.  Lady-Place,  with  fome  lands  in  Hurley,  were  bought 
by  Mrs.  Williams,  filler  of  Dr.  Wilcocks,  bilhop  of  Rocheller,  who  had  the  An- 
gular good  fortune  (though  fine  polfefi'ed  only  two  tickets)  of  gaining,  a prize  of 
500 1.  and  another  of  20,000 1.  in  the  fame  lottery.  The  daughter  and  heir  of 
Mrs.  Williams  married  Dr.  Lewin,  chancellor  of  Rocheller,  who,  in  her  right, 
poffelled  this  ellate.  After  Mrs.  Lewin’s  death,  it  palled  to  the  late  Jofeph  Wil- 
cocks efq.  for  life;  and,  after  his  deceafe,  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Gullavus  Adol- 
phus Ivempenfelt  efq. s. 

Lady-Place,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Kempenfelt,  was  built  about  the  year  1600,  by  Sir 
Richard  Lovelace ; it  was  fitted  up  with  great  fplendour  by  John,  Lord  Lovelace, 
in  the  ^reign  of  King  William.  The  hall  and  flair-cafe  are  very  magnificent. 
On  the  principal  llory  is  a large  faloon,  the  ceiling  of  which  is  enriched  with 

k Dugdale.  r Tanner.  11  The  infcription  on  his  tomb  is  printed  in  Aflimole’s  Berkihire. 

It  is  not  now  to  be  feen  at  Hurley.  c Magna  Britan.  f Gough’s  Additions  to  Camden. 

* From  the  information  of  Mr.  Kempenfelt. 
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paintings  of  figures  the  pannels  are  ornamented  with  landfcapes \ In  the  parlour 
is  a portrait  of  the  unfortunate  Admiral  Kempenfelt  (brother  of  the  prefent 
owner  of  Lady-Place),  who  was  lofl  in  the  Royal  George.  Under  the  hall  is  a 
vault,  in  which,  according  to  tradition,  fecret  meetings  were  held  for  promoting 
the  revolution,  in  1688;  and  it  is  further  faid,  that  King  William  vifiting  Lord 
Lovelace  at  Hurley,  after  his  edablilhment  on  the  throne,  was  taken  by  his  hod  to 
fee  this  vault.  Thefe  traditionary  anecdotes  are  related  on  a tablet,  placed  at  the 
end  of  the  vault  by  the  late  Mr.  Wilcocks.  He  has  recorded  alfo  a vifit  of  General 
Paoli  to  this  vault,  in  1780,  and  of  his  prefent  Majedy,  in  1785. 

The  flables  belonging  to  Mr.  Kempenfelt’s  manfion  were  the  refe&ory  of  the 
convent,  the  windows  of  which  are  dill  remaining.  The  chapel  of  the  convent, 
now  the  parifii  church.  Hands  onx  the  oppofite  fide  of  a quadrangle.  It  was 
dedicated  by  Ofmund,  bifhop  of  London,  in  the  year  1086.  The  round  arches 
at  the  weft  end,  with  zig-zag  ornaments,  are,  it  is  mod  probable,  part  of  the 
original  drudure.  In  the  church  is  a brafs  plate,  in  memory  of  John  Doyley  efq. 
with  the  date  1492,  in  Arabic  numerals,  and  fome  monuments  of  the  Lovelace  family. 

The  great  tithes,  w’hich  were  appropriated  to  the  convent,  are  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Adrbrook,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Sir  Richard  Lovelace,  who  died  in  1639,  gave  an  augmentation  of  61.  13s. 
per  annum  to  the  vicarage,  on  condition,  that  the  vicar  Ihould  refide  on  his  benefice, 
preach  there  every  other  Sunday  at  the  lead,  and  pray  for  his  heirs,  whoever  they 
fliould  be.  He  direded  alfo,  that  10  quarters  of  clean  well-winnowed  rye  fhould 
be  given  annually,  in  equal  proportions,  to  ten  poor  perfons,  natives  of  Hurley, 
being  either  aged  or  burdened  with  large  families. 

Hall-Place  in  this  parifh,  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Ead  bart.  belonged,  in  the 
17th  century,  to  the  family  of  Alford.  Henry  Alford  efq.  died  in  1645,  at  his 
manor-houfe  of  Hall-Place'.  Sir  William  Ead  was  created  a baronet  in  17664  his 
father  purchafed  Hall-Place  about  the  year  1730, 

Hurst,  in  the  hundred  of  Sunning,  lies  about  fix  miles  ead  of  Reading,  and 
about  four  miles  nearly  north  of  Wokingham.  This  parifh  confids  of  four  liberties, 

h It  has  often  been  afferted  that  thefe  landfcapes  were  from  the  pencil  of  Salvator  Rofa,  and  that 
the  pannels  were  Cent  ever  to  Italy  to  be  painted  by  him.  They  are  about  50  in  number,  coarfely 
painted  in  a free  ftyle,  and  the  lights  heightened  with  gold  ; but  do  not  bear  the  leaft  refemblance  to 
the  works  of  the  great  mailer  to  whom  they  have  been  aferibed  ; nor  does  the  execution  of  them  feem 
fuperior  to  that  of  numberlefs  landfcapes,  to  be  feen  painted  on  pannels,  in  houfes  fitted  up  about  the 
fame  time ; and  befides,  not  only  the  pannels  round  this  room,  but  alfo  the  foffits  of  the  large  bay 
windows  which  are  of  fiucco,  are  decorated  in  a fimilar  manner,  and  evidently  by  the  fame  hand. 

a Langley’s  lliftorv  of  the  hundred  of  Delborough,  p. 
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Whiftley,  Winnerffi,  Newland,  and  Flinton,  or  Broad-Hinton.  The  iaft-mentioned 
diftrift  of  the  parifh  is  in  an  infulated  part  of  Wiltfhire.  The  church  is  in  Berk- 
fhire.  Each  liberty  has  its  own  overfeers,  and  other  officers. 

The  manor  of  Hurft,  including  the  liberties  of  Whiftley  and  Hinton,  belonged 
to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  having  been  given  to  that  monaftery  by 
King  Edgar  h In  1539,  it  was  granted  to  Richard  Ward,  and  Anne  his  wife,  from 
whofe  defcendants  it  paffed,  by  marriage,  to  the  Harrifons.  The  late  Mr.  Dalby, 
whofe family  were  the  next  poffeffors,  fold  it,  about  the  year  1785,  to  Richard  Aid- 
worth  Neville  efq.  now'  Lord  Braybrooke.  Hurft-Houfe,  formerly  the  refidence  of 
the  lords  of  the  manor,  was  built  by  Sir  Edward  Ward,  cofferer  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
and  was  afterwards  the  feat  of  Sir  Richard  Harrifon,  whofe  monument  is  in  the 
parifh  church.  It  has  been  alienated  from  the  manor,  and  is  now  the  property  and 
refidence  of  Mrs.  Wowen. 

The  manor  of  Syndlefbam,  or  Sinfham,  near  Loddon  bridge,.  which  was  anciently 
in  the  Weftwolds m,  has  been  of  late  years  in  the  Spencer  family,  and  was  net 
long  ago  purchafed  of  Earl  Spencer  by  Edward  Golding  efq.  of  Maiden-Earley, 
M.P. 

The  liberties  of  Winnerfh  and  Newdand  are  within  the  manor  of  Sunning,  which 
was  purchafed,  in  1795,  of  Sir  Thomas  Rich  bart.  by  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Holme-Park,  in  the  parifh  of  Sunning. 

Haines-Hill,  in  this  parifh,  was  the  feat  of  Sir  Thomas  Windebank,  clerk  of  the 
fignet,  and  the  birth-place  of  his  fon,  Sir  Francis  Windebank,  fecretary  of  ftate  to 
Xing  Charles  L n It  was  the  property  and  refidence  of  the  late  Mrs.  Colleton  °, 
relict  of  John  Edward  Colleton  efq.  Henry  Fairfax  efq.  grandfon  of  Thomas 
Vifcount  Fairfax,  had  a feat  on  the  Wiltfhire  fide  of  the  parifh,  inherited  from  the 
Barkers.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Palmer,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Colonel 
Knox.  Bill-Hill,  in  this  parifh,  has  been  many  years  in  the  family  of  Gower p. 
It  was  lately  occupied  by  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  and  is  now  the  refidence  of 
the  proprietor,  Col.  Levefon  Gower. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  handfome  monuments,  particularly  thofe  of 
Margaret  Lady  Savile,  wife  of  the  learned  and  munificent  Sir  Henry  Savile,  warden 
of  Merton  College,  in  Oxford,  and  founder  of  the  Savilian  Profefforfhips  In  that 
Univerfity,  who  died  in  1631,  and  that  of  Sir  Richard  Harrifon,  who  twice  raffed  a 
troop  of  horfe  at  his  own  charge,  for  the  fervice  of  King  Charles  I.  and  died  in 

k Placil.  &c.  de  terris  in  Turr.  Lond.  Com.  Berks.  No.  31.  1 From  the  information  of 

Mr.  Crofts,  the  minifter  of  Huvft.  m Efch.  Rich.  II.  n Ant.  Wood.  0 She  died 

frnce  the  lift  of  feats  in  p.  185,  was  printed.  f It  belonged  to  John  Lord  Gower,  afterwards 

Marquis  of  Stafford,  in  1746.  Simpfon’s  JEngliih  Traveller. 

1683. 
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1683.  The  figures  of  Sir  Richard  Harrifon  and  his  lady  are  executed  with  much 
fpirit,  in  white  marble,  by  Stanton.  Sir  Richard  is  reprefented  in  armour, 
kneeling  on  one  knee : his  lady  reclines,  with  one  arm,  on  a ftool,  and  in 
the  other  holds  a broken  cord.  In  the  fouth  aifle  of  the  chancel  is  a handfome 
monument,  with  the  effigies  of  the  deceafed  in  robes,  to  the  memory  of  Henry 
Barker  efq.  who  died  in  1651.  There  are  feveral  other  monuments  for  the 
families  of  Ward  (grantees  of  the  manor),  Harrifon,  Barker,  Fairfax,  Hyde,  and 
Palmer. 

Hurd  is  fituated  within  the  deanery  of  Reading,  but  is  fubject  to  the  jurifdidtion 
of  the  dean  of  Salilbury,  who  is  patron  of  the  perpetual  curacy,  and  has  the  im- 
propriation both  of  great  and  fmall  tithes,  which  are  held  for  a leafe  on  lives,  by 
Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Sunning,  whofe  family  have  been  in  poffeffion  of  the  leafe 

for  feveral  years. 

William  Barker  efq.  who  died  in  1685,  founded  an  hofpital  in  this  parifh,  for 
eight  poor  perfons,  to  w'hom  he  gave  a weekly  allowance  of  3s.  6d.  each,  and  a 
gown  every  other  year. 

Twyford , within  the  limits  of  the  liberties  of  Whiftley  and  Hinton,  is  an  hamlet 
of  Hurft,  fituated  on  the  great  road  from  London  to  Bath,  where  a fkirmifh  was 
fought  between  fome  of  King  James  lid’s  foldiers,  and  a party  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange’s,  in  1688  q.  It  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half  from  Hurft  Church  : 
about  a third  of  the  houfes  are  in  Wiltfhire ; the  reft  in  Berkfhire.  The  Norris 
family  had  an  eftate  here,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  called  the  manor  of 
Twyford r,  fubordinate  perhaps  to  that  of  Hurft;  it  has  not  been  traced  to  a later 
period  : Lord  Braybrooke’s  is  the  only  manor  now  known.  Mr.  Edward  Pole- 
hampton,  who  died  in  1721,  built  a chapel  of  eafe  at  Twyford,  and  founded  a 
charity-fchool,  for  the  education  of  ten  boys,  with  a dwelling-houfe  for  the  matter. 
He  made  the  vicars  of  St.  Sepulchre’s,  in  London,  and  St.  Mary’s,  in  Reading,  and  the 
minifter  of  Hurft,  perpetual  truftees,  and  directed  that  iol.  per  annum  fhould  be 
allowed  for  clothing : 40I.  per  annum , and  the  houfe,  for  his  refidence,  with  the 
liberty  to  take  boarders,  to  the  minifter,  provided  he  would  undertake  the  care  of 
the  fchool ; but,  in  cafe  of  his  refufal,  iol-  per  annum  to  be  dedufted  from  his 
falary,  and  given  to  a fchoolmafter,  who  fhould  have  the  ufe  of  the  houfe.  Lady 
Frances  Winch  combe  founded  an  hofpital  at  Twyford,  in  1640,  for  fix  poor  per- 
fons, who  have  an  allowance  of  is.  6d.  a-week  each,  and  a coat,  or  gown,  once  in 
two  years. 

There  are  two  annual  fairs  at  Twyford,  July  26,  and  October  11. 

11  Magna  Britannia.  r Efch.  E!iz. 
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East-Ilsley  or  Market-Ilsley,  anciently  Huldeslf.y,  or  Hildesley,  in  the 
hundred  of  Compton,  is  a fmall  market  town,  about  nine  miles  from  Newbury,  on  the 
road  to  Oxford,  and  53  miles  diCant  from  London.  The  market  is  on  Wednefdays. 
There  are  two  fairs,  March  26th  and  Augufl  26  : the  lafl  is  a large  fheep  fair.  The 
Creep-downs  in  the  neighbourhood  are  very  extenfive.  The  manor  was  anciently  in 
the  baronial  family  of  Sornery,  and  held  under  them  by  the  De  la  Poyles5.  Urias 
Babington  died  feifed  of  it  in  1605'.  Soon  afterwards  it  came  to  the  Moores  % 
who  were  of  this  place  and  Fawley.  Sir  Francis  Moore,  the  lawyer,  father  of  the 
firft  baronet  of  that  family,  was  born  at  Eaft-IlCey.  The  manor  was  devifed,  in 
1803,  by  the  late  John  Head  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  for  a confiderable 
time,  to  Robert  Southby  efq.  of  Appleton.  Mr.  Head  bequeathed  the  manor  of 
Afhridge,  in  this  parilh,  to  Mr.  John  Wafey,  of  Newbury,  fince  deceafed.  In  the 
church  is  a fingle  memorial,  with  the  date  1606,  of  the  ancient  family  of  Hildefley, 
or  Hilfey,  who  took  their  name  from  this  town,  and  are  now  extindt.  They  are 
faid  to  have  been  fome  time  proprietors  of  a manor,  in  one  of  the  Ilfleys.  Bifhop 
Hilfey,  who  fucceeded  Dr.  Fifher  in  the  fee  of  Rochefler,  was  of  this  family x, 
Brackley  Kennet  efq.  late  alderman  of  London,  was  patron  of  the  redtory,  which  is 
in  the  deanery  of  Newbury  : the  patronage  is  ftill  in  the  Kennet  family.  Richard 
Wightwick,  joint  founder  of  Pembroke  College,  in  Oxford,  was  re&or  of  Eaft- 
Ilfley  y. 

At  Kates-Gore,  in  this  parifh,  were  large  Cables,  built  by  William  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  for  his  running  horfes  z. 

West.-Ilsley,  in  the  hundred  of  Compton,  lies  about  a mile  and  a half  to  the 
north-weC  of  EaC  or  Market-Ilfley.  In  the  14th  century  the  manor  was  in  the 
family  of  Penley3:  at  a later  period,  in  the  Ramfeys  : it  is  now  the  property  of 
William  Baker  efq. 

The  manor  of  Hodcot,  the  feat  and  property  of  John  Head  efq.  lately  deceafed, 
was  purchafed  by  his  grand-father  in  1662,  of  Mr.  Southby,  of  Abingdon  j it  had 
been  before  in  the  families  of  Keate b and  Stamp  % and  at  a more  remote  period 
in  the  Somerys d.  It  is  now,  by  the  bequeC  of  Mr.  Head,  the  property  of  his 
coufin,  Robert  Southby  efq.  of  Appleton. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  Heads  of  Hodcot.  The  dean 
and  chapter  of  Windfor  are  patrons  of  the  re&ory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Newbury.  The  learned  Mark  Antonio  de  Dominis,  archbifhop  of  Spalatro,  was 

’ Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Edw.  II.  * Efch.  Jac.  I.  “ Efch.  Car.  I.  31  Ant.  Wood. 

y Magna  Britannia.  z~Rocque’s  Map.  a Efch.  Edw.  III.  b See  an  epitaph  in  Hagbourn  church, 

* Efch,.  Eliz.  1 Efch.  Edw.  I,  and  Edw.  II. 
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prefented  to  this  reflory  by  King  James  Ie.  Calybute  Downing,  a celebrated 
divine,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  and  King  Charles  II.  was  fome  time  redor 
of  this  parifli,  which  he  quitted  on  being  inftituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Hackney,  in 
Middlefex f. 

There  are  two  extenfive  breweries  in  this  village,  the  beer  of  which  has  acquired 
confiderable  celebrity. 

Inkpen,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  nearly  four  miles  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  of  Hungerford.  The  manor  was  held,  at  an  early  period,  under  the  baronial 
family  of  Somery,  by  the  Inkpens,  who  took  their  name  from  the  village g.  It  was 
afterwards  in  the  families  of  Fitchet h and  Keryell and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Craven,  whofe  ancellors  became  poflefted  of  it  nearly  two  centuries  ago. 

The  manor  of  Weft-cote,  or  Weft-court,  in  this  parifh,  was  formerly  in  the 
family  of  Hill k.  For  many  years  it  was  held  jointly  by  the  noble  families  of 
Spencer  and  Craven.  Lord  Spencer’s  fhare  was,  not  long  ago,  fold  to  Mr.  Durn- 
ford,  of  Inkpen,  who  has  fince  difpofed  of  rnoft  of  the  lands  which  were  included 
in  his  purchafe. 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Titchfield  had  a confiderable  eftate  in  this  parifh, 
given  them  by  Geffry  le  Manfell  and  Peter  Suckemond l. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  a crufader,  and  a cenotaph  in  memory 
of  Captain  Thomas  Butler,  who  was  loft  on  board  the  Scarborough,  in  the  dreadful 
hurricane  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  1780.  He  was  going  to  take  pofteflion  of  the 
Diamond  frigate,  of  which  he  had  been  appointed  Captain  by  Sir  Peter  Parker. 
The  patronage  of  the  reflory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury,  has  been  many 
years  in  the  family  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Butler,  brother  to 
Capt.  Butler,  above  mentioned.  An  annual  payment  was  fettled  on  the  reftor,  in 
lieu  of  tithes,  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafied  in  1747. 

Kentbury,  anciently  Chenetberie  and  Kennetbury,  about  three  miles 
fouth-eaft  of  Hungerford,  derives  its  name  from  the  river  Kennet,  on  the  banks  of 
which  it  is  fttuated.  It  had  formerly  a market  on  Fridays,  and  two  fairs ; one  on 
the  feftival  of  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the  other  on  that  of  St.  Simon 
and  Jude,  granted  in  the  year  1268,  to  the  nuns  of  Shaftfbury"1;  but  it  does  not 
appear  on  record,  that  they  ever  poflefted  any  property  in  this  parifli.  This  village 
gives  name  to  the  hundred  in  which  it  is  fttuated, 

•e  Granger’s  Biographical  Hiftory.  f Ant.  Wood.  s Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  II. 

*'  Efch.  Rich.  II.  ‘ Efch.  Edw.  IV.  k Efch.  Hen.  V.  1 Dugdale’s  Monaflicon. 
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The  manor  of  Kentbury-Ambrefbury  belonged  to  the  nuns  of  Ambrefbury, 
having  been  given  to  them,  at  the  firft  foundation  of  their  monaflery,  by  Queen 
Elfrida".  In  1542,  it  was  granted  to  John  Cheyne : not  long  afterwards  it  came 
to  the  Darrells,  from  whom  it  paffed,  in  marriage,  about  the  year  1670,  with  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Darrell,  to  Sir  John  Ehves,  who  fold  it  to  Philip 
Jemmet  efq.  alderman  of  London.  Alderman  Jemmet’s  daughter  brought  it  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Jonathan  Raymond.  It  is  now',  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  property 
of  Charles  Dundas  efq.  one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire,  who  refides  on  this  eftate, 
at  his  feat  called  Barton-Court.  Mrs.  Dundas's  grand-father,  Thomas  Whitley  efq. 
of  Afton-Hall,  in  Flintlhire,  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Loder  efq.  of 
Balfdon  Park,  in  this  parilh,  by  his  wife  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Jonathan 
Raymond  above  mentioned.  The  hamlets  of  Clapton  and  Elcot  are  within  this 
manor. 

The  manor  of  Kentbury-Holt  was  given  to  the  nuns  of  Eaton,  in  Warwicklhire, 
by  their  founder,  Robert  Boffu,  Earl  of  Leicefter  °.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Craven,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  nearly  two  centuries. 

The  manor  of  Ballefdon,  Balfdon,  or  Balfton,  in  this  parifh,  was  anciently  in  the 
family  of  PolhamptonF;  at  a later  period,  in  the  Darrells9.  The  Loders  were  of 
Balfdon  Park,  in  1 667  r.  It  is  now  the  property  of  John  Mackanefs  efq.  by  a late 
purchafe  from  Cuthbert  Johnfon  efq.  to  whofe  wife  it  was,  a few  years  ago, 
bequeathed  by Dixon  efq. 

The  manor  houfe,  which  is  furrounded  by  a moat,  is  now  occupied  as  a farm. 
Mr.  Mackanefs  purchafed  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  the  manors  of  Tidcomb  and 
Wallingtons,  which  had  been  bequeathed  alfo,  by  Mr.  Dixon,  to  Mrs.  Johnfon. 
The  manor  of  Tidcomb  had,  in  ancient  times,  been  fuccefhvely  in  the  families  of 
Hertrugge s,  Burton ',  Romaine u,  and  Long x.  The  capital  manfion  on  this  eflate, 
called  Wallingtons,  is  occupied  by  A.  F.  Nugnes  efq.  The  manor  of  Anville,  in 
this  parilh,  is  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  bart.  who  inherited  it  from  the 
family  of  Jones,  of  Ramfbury.  It  is  probable,  that  it  has  palfed  with  the  adjoining 
manor  of  Avington,  which  belongs  alfo  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett. 

The  manors  of  High  and  Low  Denford,  in  this  parilh,  were  formerly  the  property 
of  the  Longefpees,  earls  of  Salilbury y,  and  afterwards  of  the  Lords  Lovell  and 
Holland z.  They  came  to  the  crown  by  the  attainder  of  Francis  Lord  Lovell,  in 

* See  the  Domefday  Survey.  ° Dugdale.  T Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Edw.  III. 

5 See  Efch.  Edw.  IV. — Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  & c.  r Berkfhire  Pedigrees.  1 Efch.  Edw.  I. 

and  Edw.  II.  * Efch.  Rich.  II.  u Efch.  Hen.  V.  and  Hen.  VI.  * Efch.  Rich.  III. 

* See  Efch.  6 Edw.  III.  * Efch.  Hen.  IV.— Edw.  IV. 
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1487,  and  were  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  the  anceftors  of  the  late  John 
James  efq.  from  whom  they  devolved  to  the'prefent  proprietor,  Sir  Walter  James 
James  bart.  whofe  elder  brother  took  the  name  of  James,  by  aft  of  parliament,  on 
fucceeding  to  this  and  other  eftates  of  the  late  Mr.  James. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  the  monuments  of  Sir  William  Darrell,  of  Littlecote, 
who  died  in  1588,  and  his  nephew,  Sir  John  Darrell  bart.  of  Weft-Woodhay,  who 
died  in  1625,  and  feveral  of  the  families  of  Jemmet,  Raymond,  and  Shaw. 
That  of  Sir  Jemmet  Raymond,  who  died  at  the  age  of  93,  was  executed  by  Schee- 
maker,  and  has  bulls  of  the  deceafed  and  his  fon. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  monaltery  of 
Ambrefbury,  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 
Kentbury  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

The  tithing  of  Elcot,  in  this  parilh,  was  inclofed  by  aft  of  parliament  in  1779 : 
the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes.  Befides  the  above-mentioned  hamlets, 
to  which  manors  are  annexed,  Clapton,  Englewood,  and  Wormltall,  are  in  this 
parilh. 

Kingston-Bagpuis,  or  Bagpuze,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  on  the  road 
from  London  to  Cirencelter,  fix  miles  from  Abingdon,  and  eight  from  Faringdon. 
The  manor  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  baronial  family  of  Somery3.  A part  of 
this  ellate  feems  tp  have  been  fubdivided,  and  to  have  formed  two  diftinft  manors, 
which,  from  the  families  by  whom  they  were  afterwards  poflefled b,  acquired  the 
names  of  Kinglton-Ferrars  and  Kingllon-Longueville.  A third  manor,  retaining 
the  name  of  Kingllon-Bagpuze,  was  feveral  years  in  the  family  of  Kingllonc. 
John  Latton,  whofe  family  fettled  at  Upton,  in  the  parilh  of  Blewbury,  about  the 
1 year  1325,  removed  to  Chilton,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  having  afterwards, 
in  the  year  1542,  purchafed  the  manors  of  Kingllon-Bagpuze,  Kinglton-Ferrars, 
and  Kingllon-Longueville,  fettled  in  this  parilh d,  where  his  defendants  continued 
to  refide  till  about  the  year  1 670,  when  they  fold  their  ellates  at  Kingllon,  and 
removed  to  Elher,  in  Surrey e.  The  manors  became  afterwards  the  property  of  the 
Fettiplaces,  from  whom  they  palled,  by  marriage,  to  the  Blandys.  They  are  now, 
under  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Blandy,  veiled  in  the  trultees  of  Mr.  Adam  Blandy, 
(late  Walker,)  a minor.  The  editor  of  Alhmole’s  Collections  defcribes  feveral  coats 
of  arms  and  quarterings  of  the  Lattons,  which  were  in  the  hall  of  the  manor-houfe. 
It  is  probable,  that  thefe  are  the  fame  which  are  now  in  a room,  called  the  Star- 

a Efch.  Edw.  I.  and  Edw.  II.  b See  Dugdale’s  Baronage,  under  the  family  of  Ferrars,  and 

Efch.  Hen.  VI.  c Efch.  Edw.  IV. — Hen.  VIII.  d Alhmole’s  Berklhire,  vol.  III.  e Ibid, 
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Chamber,  at  Strawberry-Hill.  Lord  Orford’s  catalogue  fays,  that  they  belonged  to 
the  Lattons,  of  Elher,  whom  he  fpeaks  of  as  extinct.  The  prefent  manor-houfe  is 
a modern  brick  manfion.  The  parilh  church  has  been  lately  re-built : it  is  a fmall 
neat  ftru&ure.  A few  monuments  of  the  Fettiplaces  and  Blandys,  which  were  in 
the  old  church,  have  been  carefully  preferved. 

The  prefident  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College  are  patrons  of  the  re&ory,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

In  this  parilh  is  New  Bridge,  over  the  Thames,  where  two  annual  fairs  are  held, 
March  31  and  September  28.  At  this  bridge  the  parliamentary  army  were  repulfed, 
on  their  attempt  to  pafs  it,  the  27th  of  May,  i644f.  On  the  2d  of  June  following, 

Waller  palled  this  bridge  with  his  army,  without  oppofitiong. 

< 

Lambourn  is  an  ancient  market  town,  feven  miles  from  Hungerford,  and  46 
from  London.  The  market  has  exilted  from  a very  remote  period : it  is  called 
Cheping-Lambourn,  in  a charter  of  1227,  when  a fair,  at  the  feltival  of  St.  Matthew, 
was  granted  to  the  Fitzwarrens h.  The  charter  for  a market  was  renewed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VI.  and  two  fairs  granted  at  the  fellivals  of  St.  Philip  and  James, 
and  St.  Clement,  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Paul’s  ‘.  The  market,  which  is 
held  on  Fridays,  has,  of  late  years,  much  declined.  There  are  now  three  fairs ; 
the  1 2th  of  May,  the  4th  of  O&ober,  and  4th  of  December.  In  the  market-place 
is  a crofs,  confilting  of  a tall  plain  lhaft,  with  an  ornamented  capital,  on  an  afcent 
of  Heps. 

The  parilh  of  Lambourn  is  very  extenfive,  comprifmg  the  whole  of  the  hundred 
to  which  it  gives  name.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town,  and  its  hamlets, 
according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  in  1801,  was  2045.  No  hillorical 
event  occurs  relating  to  Lambourn,  except  that  King  Charles  was  there  with  his 
army,  foon  after  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury,  in  1644*. 

The  manor  of  Lambourn  was  given  by  King  Alfred  to  his  wife  Ealhfwith*, 
daughter  of  Ethelred,  Earl  of  Mercia,  who  furvived  him  four  years,  and  died  in 
904.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and  at  the  time  of  taking  the  Norman 
Survey,  it  was  part  of  the  royal  demefnes.  In  1361,  Sir  Thomas  Grandifon,  in 
whofe  family  it  had  been  for  fome  time,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Cheping-Lambourn 
to  Sir  John  Pecche  m.  Not  long  afterwards  it  came  to  the  crown.  This  manor, 
and  the  manor  of  Upper-Lambourn,  which  had  been  given  by  King  Henry  III.  to 

1 Walker’s  Difcourfes,  p.  1 6.  ? Ibid.  h Cart,  n Hen.  III.  1 Cart,  li  and  24  Hen.  VI. 

k Clarendon.  1 Alfred’s  Will,  printed  at  Oxford  in  17S8,  from  the  MS.  in  the  pofl'effion  of 

the  late  Thomas  Altle  efq,  m Cl.  4 3 Edw.  III. 
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Henry  de  Bathe,  grand  jufticiar  of  England",  and  paffed  from  his  family,  by  a 
female  heir,  to  the  Bohuns ; were  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1543,  to  Sir 
William  Effex  and  his  fon  Thomas.  In  1609,  an  a£t  of  parliament  paffed  to 
enable  their  defcendant,  then  in  poffeffion,  to  fell  his  eftates  in  Lambourn,  for  the 
payment  of  his  debts  : not  long  afterwards  thefe  manors  became  the  property  of 
Sir  William  Craven,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Craven. 

The  manor  of  Eftbury,  'in  this  pariffi,  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  family  of 
Fitzwarren.  Anne.  Duchefs  of  Exeter,  heirefs  of  the  Fitzwarrens,  and  relidt  of 
Sir  Richard  Hankeford,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1458  °.  Her  only  daughter  and  heirefs, 
by  her  firft  hufband,  brought  the  title  of  Fitzwarren  and  this  eftate  to  the  Bourchiers, 
The  manor  of  Eftbury  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  bart.  by  in- 
heritance from  the  family  of  Jones,  of  Ramfbury.  Another  manor  in  this  hamlet 
was  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Wanting9'  and  Eftbury9.  The  priory  of  Wal- 
lingford had  a manor  alfo  in  Eftbury  r. 

The  manor  of  Bockhampton,  in  this  parifh,  was  anciently  in  the  families  of  De 
Bathe5  and  Teyes',  who  had  alfo  the  manor  of  Blagrave  in  this  parilh.  The  manor 
of  Bockhampton  was  held  by  grand  ferjeanty,  by  the  fervice  of  keeping  a pack  of 
harriers  for  the  royal  hunt  at  the  king’s  charge u.  This  manor,  of  which  Margaret 
Countefs  of  Shrewfbury  died  feifed  in  1468%  is  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Holland.  It  was  not  long  ago  in  the  family  of  Garrard,  who  had  poffeffed  it  many 
years. 

William  Hobbelhort  held  an  eftate  in  this  parilh,  by  the  ferjeanty  of  carrying  the 
king’s  horn,  when  he  came  to  hunt  within  the  hundred  of  Lambourn y.  Blount, 
in  his  Ancient  Tenures,  fays,  that  the  fame  lands  were  holden  by  the  fervice, 
“ cujlodiendi  domino  regi  fex  meretrices , ad  cujlum  domini  regis z” 

The 

I * 

n Cart.  Antiq.  in  Turr.  Lond.  8 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  p Efch.  Edw.  III. 

0 Efch.  Edw.  III.— Hen.  IV.  ’ 1 Efch.  Rich.  II.  5 Efch.  Hen.  III.— Edw.  I. 

1 Efch.  Edw.  I. — Edw.  III.  u Blount’s  Tenures.  x Efch.  Edw.  IV.  1 Efch.  32  Edw.  I. 

z Mr.  Manning,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Surrey,  has  brought  forward  feveral  inftances  where  lands  were 

holden  by  fimilar  tenures,  and  different  words  have,  in  fubfequent  records,  been  fubftituted  for 
Meretrices,  as  Puellas,  Communes  fceminas,  and  lotriccs,  on  which  he  grounds  an  ingenious  and  plaufible 
argument  that  thefe  meretrices  were  no  other  than  ordinary  women  fervants,  to  be  provided  by  the  feveral 
lords  of  the  manors  holding  by  fuch  tenures,  when  the  court  was  in  their  neighbourhood.  There 
is  a decifive  authority,  however,  on  the  other  fide,  which  will  not  admit  of  the  word  being  taken  in 
any  but  its  literal  fenfe  : it  appears  that  one  of  the  duties  of  the  marlhal,  as  given  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman 
(fee  his  Gloffary  in  verbo  Marefchal)  from  the  Liber  Ruber  Scaccarii,  was  to  provide  “ douze  damoi- 
fellez  a la  Court  le  Roy,  qui  devioient  faire  feirement  a fon  Bachelcr,  qis’eUes  ne  fauveroient  aultres  putains  a la 
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The  manor  of  Bernes,  in  this  pariffi,  was  in  1 63 1 the  property  of  John  Stephens, 
who  inherited  it  from  the  Organs  \ No  further  account  of  it  could  be  obtained, 
nor  could  it  be  found  on  inquiry,  that  any  eftate  in  the  parifh  is  now  known  by  this 
name. 

The  parifh  church  of  Lambourn  is  a very  handfome  and  fpacious  Gothic  ftruc- 
ture,  in  the  form  of  a crofs.  On  the  fouth  fide  are  two  chantry  chapels,  one  of 
which,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  was  founded  by  John  Eflbury  or  Ifbury,  who  died  in 
1372  ; the  other  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  by  his  defcendant  of  the  fame  name, 
who  died  in  1485,  as  appears  by  the  epitaphs  on  their  tombs.  In  the  centre  of  the 
fouthern  chapel  is  an  altar  tomb,  on  which  is  the  effigies  of  the  founder,  John 
Ifbury,  who  died  in  1485,  in  copper,  habited  in  a furcoat,  with  his  arms  enamelled. 
John  Ifbury,  fon,  it  is  probable,  of  the  lafl-mentioned  John,  founded  an  alms-houfe 
or  hofpital  near  the  church-yard  at  Lambourn,  for  ten  poor  men.  This  hofpital 
was  liable  to  be  diffolved  at  the  reformation,  on  account  of  fuperftitious  ufages,  but 
was  continued  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  palled  in  the  31ft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
under  which  a new  fet  of  regulations  was  ordained  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  other  commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  In  1589  it  was  de- 
termined that  Francis  Alford  efq.  (fuppofed  to  have  been  the  reprefentative  of  the 
founder)  and  his  heirs,  and  the  warden  of  New  College  in  Oxford,  ffiould  have  the 
appointment  of  the  poor  men  ; and  that  the  faid  Francis  Alford,  his  heirs  and 
affigns,  ffiould  have  the  management  of  the  eftates.  In  1619,  Henry  Alford  of 
Wokingham  conveyed  the  fuperviforffiip  of  this  hofpital  to  Richard  Organ,  whofe 
lifter  and  heir  married  the  anceftor  of  the  Rev.  John  Hippefley,  of  Stow  in  Glou- 
cefterffiire,  now  joint  fupervifor  with  the  warden  of  New  College.  The  will  of  the 
founder  fpeaks  of  one  of  the  chapels  as  built  by  himfelf ; perhaps  he  rebuilt  it : the 
epitaph  of  his  father  and  of  John  Eftbury,  who  died  in  1372,  afford  evident  proof 
that  the  two  chapels  were  originally  built  by  them.  In  the  fouthern  chapel  are  fome 
memorials  of  the  family  of  Hippefley.  The  alms-men  attend  divine  fervice  every 
morning  in  this  chapel,  kneeling  round  the  tomb  of  their  founder’s  father,  which 
is  furrounded  with  a frame,  defk,  and  cuffiions  for  that  purpofe.  A copy  of  the 
prayer  that  is  now  ufed,  hangs  up  in  the  chapel : it  is  probable  that  it  was  com- 
pofed  by  the  commiffioners  under  Queen  Elizabeth’s  act,  or  altered  by  them  fo  as 
to  adapt  it  to  the  reformed  religion.  The  original  penfion  of  the  alms-men  was  8d. 
a-week  each  ; they  now  receive  three  ffiillings  a-week,  befides  a guinea  at  Chriftmas, 

Court  qu’elles  mefmes,  ne  Rilaudes  fans  avower'ie  de  ajfre  ; ne  laron  ne  mefel  quelles  ne  les  monjleront  au 
MareJJcal ; et  11  doit  pourveoir  la  Court  de  tout .” 

The  author  of  FI  da,  treating  of  the  office  of  marffial  in  time  of  peace,  Book  2.  c.  5.  fays,  that 
he  was  to  keep  the  virge  of  the  court  free  “ a meretricibus  commumbus who  were  fubjedfed  to  fevere 
puniffiments  if  taken  within  the  palace.  Fleta,  Edit.  1647,  P1  71,  ! Efch.  Car.  I. 
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and  three  loads  of  wood  each : the  referved  rents  of  74  bufhels  and  a half  of 
wheat,  and  5 1 bulhels  and  a half  of  malt,  are  divided  among  them  ; they  have 
great  coats  every  other  year,  and  are  entitled  to  fome  other  fmall  payments  in  money  \ 
In  the  north  tranfept  of  Lambourn  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Effex, 
who  died  in  1558,  with  the  effigies  of  himfelf  and  Margaret  his  lady  in  alabafter. 
There  are  fome  memorials  alfo  in  this  church  for  the  family  of  Garrard,  who  were 
fettled  at  Bockhampton  in  this  parifh  for  nearly  two  centuries,  and  for  the  Seymours 
of  Inholmes,  who  have  refided  there  nearly  as  long.  The  arms  on  their  monument 
are  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Somerfet  family.  On  the  monument  of  Edward 
Seymour  efq.  who  died  in  1798,  are  fome  verfes  by  Mr.  Pye,  the  Poet  Laureat. 
His  fon  of  the  fame  name,  a minor,  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  the  family  feat. 
The  Garrards  are  extindl  in  the  male  line  j their  reprefentatives,  by  female  defcent, 
are  John  Blagrave  efq.  of  Calcot,  and  Thomas  Goodlake  efq. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh,  which  from  an  early  period  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  were  held  on  leafe  for  many  years  under  the 
dean  and  chapter,  by  the  Garrards.  The  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  Edward  Withers 
efq.  of  Newbury.  The  dean  and  chapter  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

At  Upper -Lambourn,  a confiderable  hamlet  or  tithing  in  this  parifh,  was  formerly 
a free  chapel,  now  deftroyed.  It  belonged  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weflminfler, 
who  furrendered  it  to  the  crown  in  1 544.  According  to  the  returns  made  to  par- 
liament in  1801,  there  were  346  inhabitants  in  Upper-Lambourn,  398  in  Eaftbury 
and  Bockhampton,  and  337  in  Blagrave , another  hamlet  or  tithing.  Eaflbury  and 
Blagrave  have  been  inclofed,  by  an  adl  of  parliament  paffed  in  1776,  when  an 
allotment  of  ten  acres  was  affigned  to  the  poor,  in  lieu  of  furze.  Bockhampton 
was  inclofed  by  an  adl  paffed  in  1778  ; Upper-Lambourn  by  an  adl  paffed  in  1802. 
The  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes  by  either  adt.  In  1803,  an  a&  °f  par- 
liament  paffed  for  inclofing  Chipping-Lambourn  and  King’s-heath,  in  the  tithing  of 
Blagrave : under  this  adl,  an  allotment  of  land  in  lieu  of  tithes  was  made  to  the 
vicar. 

Langford,  about  three  miles  diflant  from  Lechladein  Glouceflerfhire,  is  fituated 
partly  in  Berkfhire,  although  detached  from  that  county.  The  village  Hands  partly 
in  Berkfhire  and  partly  in  Oxfordfhire.  The  editor  of  Afhmole’s  Colledlions  fays, 
that  the  two  counties  divide  the  church  and  church-yard. 

King  Henry  II.  gave  the  church  of  Langford,  and  lands  which  had  been  the 
property  of  Robert  bifhop  of  Salifbury,  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary  at  Lincoln. 
Thefe  lands,  confifling  of  the  manor  and  redtory  of  Langford,  now  form  the  eflates 


1 From  the  information  of  Mr.  Hippefley. 
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of  two  prebends  in  that  church  ; they  are  both  leafed  on  lives.  The  leafe  of  the 
manor  was  for  fome  time  in  feveralties  in  the  families  of  Broderwick,  Cockerill  and 
Pye  ; it  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Thomas  Myers,  of  Langford,  who  purchafed  it  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Dyneley.  The  leafe  of  the  redory,  which  is 
alfo  held  for  lives,  is  now  veiled  in  the  executors  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens.  The 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  held  on  a fub-leafe  under  the  redorial  lelfee,  is  now 
veiled  in  the  prefent  vicar,  Mr.  Johnfon.  The  vicar  receives  inflitution  from  the 
bilhop  of  Oxford,  in  whofe  diocefe  the  parilh  is  fituated,  but  the  ecclefiallical 
jurifdidion  is  veiled  in  the  prebendary  of  the  redory.  In  the  parilh  church  are 
fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Broderwick. 

King  John,  in  the  year  1204,  gave  his  lands  in  Langford  to  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent of  Beaulieu ; they  were  fituated  at  Little-Faringdon , a hamlet  of  this  parilh, 
lying  wholly  in  Berklhire,  which  perhaps  did  not  acquire  its  prefent  name  till  after 
the  above-mentioned  donation.  It  is  probable  that  Faringdon  church  and  this 
chapel  were  both  built  by  the  abbot  and  convenj:  of  Beaulieu,  and  by  the  fame 
archited,  the  flyle  being  limilar  ; from  this  circumllance  might  have  arifen  the  name 
of  the  hamlet,  after  the  chapel  was  built.  The  manor  of  Little-Faringdon  is  now  the 
property  of  James  Mufgrave  efq.  who  inherited  it  from  the  Perrots  of  Barnefley  in 
Gloucelterlhire.  This  hamlet  has  been  inclofed,  under  an  ad  of  parliament  palled 
in  1788,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  alfigned  to  the  prebendary  of  Langford, 
in  lieu  of  great  tithes,  and  a corn-rent  to  the  vicar.  Grafton , another  hamlet  of 
this  parilh,  is  wholly  in  Oxfordlhire. 

Letcomb-e-Basset,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  three  miles  to  the 
fouth-well  of  Wantage.  It  was  fo  called  from  the  Ballets,  who  were  proprietors 
of  the  manor  in  the  13th  centuryb,  having  inherited  it  from  Robert  d’Oilly,  to 
whom  it  was  given  by  the  Conqueror.  At  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Harpedens  % 
and  afterwards  in  the  Fettiplaces.  William  Fettiplace  efq.  in  1526,  gave  a moiety 
of  this  manor  to  the  provoll  and  fcholars  of  Queen’s  College  in  Oxford,  for  the 
purpofe  of  endowing  a chantry,  fchool,  and  alms-houfe,  at  Childrey.  The  prelident 
and  fcholars  of  Corpus-Chrifti  College,  Oxford,  are  patrons  of  the  redory,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  parilh  of  Letcombe-BalTet  has  been  inclofed, 
under  an  ad  of  parliament,  palled  in  1772,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned 
in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the  redor. 

Dean  Swift  retired  to  the  houfe  of  his  friend  Mr.  Gery,  the  redor  of  this  place, 
after  his  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  reconcile  Lord  Oxford  and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  in 

£ Efch.  Hen.  VI. 


b Fin.  Rot.  Hen.  III. 
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the  month  of  June  1714,  and,  during  three  months  refidence  here,  wrote  his  pam- 
phlet, entitled,  “ Free  Thoughts  on  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs d;”  it  was  not 
then  publifhed,  on  account  of  Queen  Anne’s  death,  which  happened  whilft  he 
remained  at  Letcombe,  but  was  printed  in  1741. 

Letcombe-Regis,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  two  miles  to  the  fouth- 
wefl  of  Wantage  ; it  was  fo  called,  as  having  been  parcel  of  the  ancient  demefnes 
of  the  crown.  The  manor  of  Letcombe-Regis  continued  in  the  royal  family  till 
after  the  death  of  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  King  of  the  Romans,  brother  of 
King  Henry  III.  in  1246%  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Lilies f.  A large  portion  of 
this  parifh,  rated  in  Pope  Nicholas’s  valor  at  46I.  -per  annum , was  given,  by  fome 
of  its  royal  owners,  to  the  alien  monaflery  of  Clugny,  in  Burgundy,  and  became 
a feparate  manor,  whiclvwas  purchafed  of  that  convent  in  1412,  by  'William  Por- 
ter efq.g  Both  thefe  manors  were  for  a confiderable  time  in  the  family  of  Fetti- 
place.  The  greater  manor  (probably  the  fame  which  formerly  belonged  to  the 
abbey  of  Clugny)  was  given  by  one  of  the  Fettiplace  family  to  Mr.  Scroggs,  of 
whofe  widow  it  was  purchafed  by  Bartholomew  Price  efq.  Mr.  Price’s  fon  fold  it 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Craven,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Exuperius  Turner  efq.  The  other  manor  paffed  from  the  Fettiplaces  to  the 

Sayers,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  father  of  Mr.  Hughes,  the  prefent 
proprietor.  The  manor-houfe  on  this  eflate,  which  was  encompaffed  with  a moat, 
appeared,  by  the  remains  which  exifled  within  the  memory  of  man,  to  have  been 
a manfion  of  fome  confequence.  Over  the  gate-way  was  a large  apartment  called 
the  guard-room  h.  The  cuftomary  tradition,  which  attributes  the  origin  of  moft 
ancient  houfes,  whofe  early  hiftory  is  enveloped  in  obfcurity,  to  King  John,  prevailed 
with  refpeQ:  to  this  old  manfion. 

In  the  eafl  window  of  the  parifh  church  are  the  arms  of  Langley,  of  Kent,  im- 
paling Tame,  of  Fairford.  Afhmole  mentions  the  figures  of  John  Mermylle, 
with  a hunting  horn,  and  his  wife.  Part  of  the  infcription  only  now  remains,  with 
the  arms  of  Mermylle,  Or,  a bat  volant,  vert. 

The  great  tithes  of  Letcombe-Regis  were  appropriated  to  the  nuns  of  Ambref- 
bury,  before  the  Conqueft ; they  are  now  veiled  in  the  church  of  Winchefler ; 
the  dean  and  chapter  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Abingdon.  The  townfhip  of  Letcombe-Regis,  with  the  hamlet  of  Eaft-Challow, 
have  been  inclofed  by  an  adt  of  parliament  palled  in  1801  \ the  lands  were  not 
exonerated  from  tithes. 

d Swift’s  Letters  in  the  oftavo  edition  of  his  works,  1784.  c Efch.  30  Hen.  IIL  f Efch. 

Rich.  II.  1 Pat.  13  Hen.  IV.  h From  the  information  of  the  Rev..  Mr.  Batchelor. 
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The  ancient  entrenchment  on  the  Downs,  called  Letcombe-caftle,  is  in  this 
pari  Hi. 

Weft,  or  Little-Ch allow,  and  Eojl,  or  GreauChallow,  are  both  in  this  parifh. 
The  manor  of  Weft-Challow  belonged,  at  a very  early  period,  to  the  nuns  of  Am- 
brefbury.  It  was  granted,  in  1542,  to  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  paffed  foon  after- 
wards to  the  Plotts,  and  had  been  for  feveral  generations  in  the  Pigot  family,  when 
it  was  fold,  about  the  year  1800,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pigot  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hatten, 
together  with  the  impropriation.  Petwick,  a manor  in  this  parifh,  belonged  alfo  to 
the  nuns  of  Ambrefbury,  and  has  fmce  paffed  through  the  fame  hands.  There  is  a 
chapel  of  eafe  at  Weft-Challow,  in  which  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Pigots ; 
divine  fervice  is  performed  in  this  chapel  only  once  a month.  The  lord  of  the 
manor  appoints  the  minifter,  and  has  a burial  place  for  his  family  in  the  chapel ; 
the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  carried  to  Letcombe-Regis  for  interment.  The 
hamlet  of  Weft-Challow  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1802, 
when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Eaft-Challow  belonged  anciently  to  the  Acharas1,  from  whom  it  defcended  by 
female  heirs  to  the  De  la  Mares  and  Forfters.  Challow  houfe  was  built  by  Mr. 
Bance,  of  whofe  executors  it  was  purchafed  by  Bartholomew  Price  efq.  It  is  now 
the  property  and  relldence  of  Exuperius  Turner  efq.  Near  the  manfion  is  a chapel 
of  eafe  for  the  hamlet.  The  tithes  of  Eaft-Challow  belong  to  the  family  of 
Drummond. 

East-Lockinge,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting,  lies  about  two  miles  to  the  eaft 
of  Wantage.  The  manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon, 
was  for  many  years  in  the  family  of  Keate,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Wy- 
mondefolds,  about  the  year  1720.  It  is  now  the  property  of  J.  P.  Baftard  efq. 
M.  P.  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Wymondefold. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Keate  and  Wymondefold. 
Eaft-Lockinge  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  warden  and  fcholars  of  All- 
Souls  College,  in  Oxford,  were  patrons  of  the  rectory  till  the  year  1764,  when 
it  was  annexed,  by  act  of  parliament,  to  the  wardenfhip  of  that  fociety.  The 
manor  of  Weft-Ginge,  in  this  parifh,  has  paffed  with  that  of  Eaft-Lockinge,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Baftard. 

Longworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganheld,  lies  about  eight  miles  north-weft  of 
Abingdon,  and  about  feven  miles  north-eaft  of  Faringdon,  to  the  north  of  the 
London  road.  There  were  formerly  two  manors  in  this  parifh,  one  belonging  to 

' Granted  with  Alder.nafton, — Mr.  Congreve’s  Papers, 
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the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  called  Weft-Longworth,  the  other  a lay  manor 
which  was  fuccefiively  in  the  families  of  Befils  and  Fettiplace.  The  Fettiplaces  fur- 
rendered  it  to  the  crown  in  1538.  The  manor  of  Longworth  with  the  advowfon 
(including,  probably,  the  eftate  which  had  belonged  to  the  Fettiplaces),  was 
granted  in  1552,  to  Lord  Clinton  and  Henry  Herdfon.  It  was  afterwards  in  the 
families  of  Edmayne  and  Fyfher  \ Sir  Henry  Marten,  dean  of  the  Arches,  judge  of 
the  Prerogative  Court,  and  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  who  was  efteemed  the 
firfl  civilian  of  his  age,  purchafed  this  manor  early  in  the  17th  century.  His  un- 
godly fon  Harry,  as  Wood  with  great  truth  calls  him,  reprefented  the  county  of 
Berks  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.  where  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
zealous  hatred  of  royalty,  of  which  he  gave  the  finiihing  proof  by  figning  the  death 
warrant  of  his  fovereign.  After  the  reftoration,  he  was  tried  with  the  other  regi- 
cides, and  condemned ; but  his  life  was  fpared,  his  punilhment  being  changed  to 
perpetual  imprifonment.  This  profligate  man  died  in  Chepftow-caftle  in  1680, 
having,  long  before  his  death,  fquandered  the  fortune  which  his  father  had,  from 
a fmall  beginning,  acquired  by  his  induflry  and  talents,  and  alienated  the  manor  of 
Longworth,  and  other  eftates  which  he  inherited  in  this  county  ’.  Longworth  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  John  Loder,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  a con- 
fiderable  time. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Marten.  The  monu- 
ment of  Sir  Henry  Marten  above-mentioned,  who  died  in  1641,  has  been  deftroyed. 
The  fragments  of  it  remain  in  the  north  aifle.  None  of  the  brafs  plates  mentioned 
in  Alhmole’s  notes  now  remain,  excepting  thofe  of  Richard  Yate  efq.  1498,  and 
Eleanor  Godolphyn,  1566. 

The  principal  and  fcholars  of  Jefus  College,  in  Oxford,  are  patrons  of  the 
rettory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  In  the  parifh  regifler  is  the  fol- 
lowing entry  of  the  baptifm  of  Bifhop  Fell,  who,  by  fome  writers,  is  erroneoufly 
laid  to  have  been  born  at  Sunningwell.  “ John,  fon  of  the  right  worfhipful 
Samuel  Fell,  reftor  of  Longworth,  baptized  July  16,  1625.”  On  an  oppofite  leaf 
is  the  following  note : e<  This  John  Fell  was  dean  of  Chrift-Church  and  lord 
bifhop  of  Oxford : his  father  was  dean  of  the  fame  church.  The  fon  lies  buried 
in  Chrift-Church  cathedral.” 

At  Charney-BaJJet , a confiderable  hamlet  of  this  parifh,  nearly  four  miles  fouth 
of  Longworth,  is  a chapel  of  eafe,  of  Saxon  archite&ure.  The  manor  of  Charney, 
having  been  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was 
granted,  in  1 544,  to  Sir  William  Gorfyn.  It  is  now  the  property  of  G.  A.  L, 
Keck  efq.  M.  P. 

1 Ant.  Wood. 
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The  ancient  entrenchment  called  Cherbury  camp  is  in  an  infulated  part  of  this 
parifh,  furrounded  by  Hinton  and  Pufey. 

The  manor  of  Southmeor , a hamlet  in  the  parifh  of  Long  worth,  belongs  to  the 
prefident  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College,  in  Oxford,  having  been  given  them  b y 
their  founder,  Sir  Thomas  White. 

Marcham,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  between  three  and  four  miles  to  the 
weft  of  Abingdon.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  Abingdon,  was  granted,  in  1547,  to  William  Box.  In  1646  it  was  in  the 
Pigot  family,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  purchafe,  in  1691,  to  Felix  Calvert,  and 
in  1717,  to  Robert  Meggott,  whofe  fon  John  took  the  name  of  Elwes  m oil  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  large  eftates  of  Sir  Harvey  Elwes,  in  Suffolk.  Marcham  is  now 
the  property  of  his  fon  George  Elwes  efq.  The  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  of  Up- 
wood,  in  this  parifh,  is  the  property  of  Sir  Charles  Saxton  bart. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Robert  Corbet,  who  died  in  1 403  (with 
his  effigies  engraven  on  a brafs  plate),'  and  the  monument  of  Edward  Fettiplace 
efq.  1540. 

The  great  tithes  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon  are 
now  veiled  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chrift-Church  College,  in  Oxford,  who  are 
patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  lord  of  the  manor  has  been  for  many  years  leffee  of 
the  tithes.  The  vicar  has  half  the  great  tithes  of  Frilford , a hamlet  of  this  parifh, 
about  a mile  to  the  north-weft  of  Marcham.  The  other  half  is  held  by 'Mr.  Elwes 
under  the  college.  The  manor  of  Frilford,  which  was  fucceflively  in  the  St. 
Elens,  St.  Amands n,  and  Golafres  °,  is  now  veiled  in  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of 
St.  John’s  College,  in  Oxford,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  the  founder.  The  pre- 
fident and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  College  have  alfo  a manor  in  this  hamlet. 

Garford , another  hamlet,  about  two  miles  weft  of  Marcham,  has  a chapel  of 
eafe.  The  manor,  which  was  in  the  Golafres p,  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Cra- 
ven, in  whofe  family  it  has  been  a confiderable  time.  Cothill  or  Colwell,  is  alfo  a 
hamlet  of  this  parifh. 

Milton,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  between  three  and  four  miles  to  the  fouth 
of  Abingdon.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Abingdon,  was  granted,  in  1547,  to  Lord  Wriothefley ; it  paffed  foon  afterwards 
into  the  family  of  Calton,  who  poffeffed  it  above  200  years.  This  manor  is  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  James  Barrett,  whofe  father  purchafed  it  about  the  year  1768  of 

m A life  of  Mr.  Elwes,  who  refuted  at  Marcham,  and  was  noted  for  his  great  penurioufnefs  and  other 
Angularities,  was  publi filed  by  Edward  Topham  efq.  “ Efch.  Edw.  III.  0 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  p Ibid. 
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the  Caltons.  In  the  manor-houfe  is  a chapel  fitted  up  for  the  fervice  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  the  windows  of  which  have  been  ornamented  with  ancient 
ftained  glafs.  The  Rev.  J.  G.  Warner,  the  lately  deceafed  incumbent,  was  patron 
of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  free  fc'nool  in  this 
parifh  was  built  and  endowed  in  his  life  lime  by  the  munificence  of  Mr.  Warner, 
at  an  expence  of  2000I. 

North-Moreton,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  four  miles  weft  of 
Wallingford.  Sir  Miles  Stapleton,  the  laft  heir  male  of  a family  w'ho  had  pof- 
fefled  this  manor  during  a long  feries  of  years  % died  feifed  of  it  in  1467  r,  leaving 
two  daughters  co-heirs.  Some  time  afterwards  it  became  the  property  of  Sir  Ralph 
Sadler,  who  gave  it  to  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1547.  The  prefent  proprietor  is  Ro- 
bert Hucks  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  a confiderable  time.  The  fouth  aifle 
of  the  parifh  church  is  called  Stapleton’s  Chantry.  The  nuns  of  Godftow  had  an 
eftate  in  this  parifh s.  The  rectory  is  annexed  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Berks ; the 
archdeacon  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

South-Moreton,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  about  four  miles  nearljr 
weft  of  Wallingford.  A manor  in  this  parifh  called  Hufes,  belonged,  at  an  early 
period1,  to  the  ancient  family  of  Hufe,  who  continued  to  poflefs  it  till  1409“,  and 
perhaps  later ; it  was  afterwards  in  the  Brays x,  from  whom  it  took  its  modem 
name.  The  prefent  proprietor  is  Mr.  John  Sadgrove,  who  inherited  it  from  the 
family  of  Leaver.  Mr.  Sadgrove  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Sanderville,  which  be- 
longed to  a family  of  that  name  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I y.  The  manors  of 
Adrefham  and  Fowlefcotey  a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  were  in  the  family  of  Norris,  and 
aftewards  in  the  Braybrokes z.  Adrefham  belonged  lately  to  the  Tomlinfons,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Kirby.  Fowlefcote,  now  called  Fullefcote,  belonged 
for  a confiderable  time  to  the  family  of  James,  of  Denford,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  W.  James  James  bart.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Abingdon,  was,  in  1754,  vefted  by  ad  of  parliament  in  truftees  for 
the  ufe  of  the  principal  and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  hall,  Oxford,  in  exchange  for 
an  alternate  right  of  prefentation  to  the  redory  of  Finchampfted,  given  to  that 
fociety  by  Dr.  Palmer. 

Newbury,  a large  market  town  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  is  fituated  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kennet,  near  the  road  from  London  to  Bath,  56  miles  from  Hyde- 

11  Efch.  Edw.  II.  &c.  1 Efch.  Edw.  IV.  5 Pope  Nicholas’s  Valor.  c Cart. 

55  Hen.  III.  Efch.  Edw.  III.  &c,  v Efch.  10  Hen.  IV.  1 Sir  Reginald  Bray’s  will. 

. y Efch.  Edw.  I.  z Efch.  Iden.  VII.  and  Eliz. 
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park  corner.  This  town  has  been  fuppofed  to  have  acquired  its  name  from 
having  rifen  to  confequence  after  the  decay  of  Spene,  a neighbouring  village  ; 
which,  according  to  the  opinion  of  moil  antiquaries,  was  the  Roman  town  of 
Spina.  This  conjecture  feems  to  be  fo  far  erroneous,  as  it  refpeCts  the  origin 
of  Newbury.  It  appears  that,  on  the  death  of  Thomas  Earl  of  Perch  in  1216,  his 
heir,  the  bilhop  of  Chalons,  fold  the  manor  of  Newbury,  which  had  been  the  pro- 
perty of  his  anceflor  Ernulfus  de  Hefdin,  to  William  Marfhall,  Earl  of  Pembroke  \ 
The  only  manor  mentioned  in  the  Domefday  Survey  as  belonging  to  Ernulfus  de 
Elefdin,  is  that  of  Uluritone,  in  the  hundred  of  Tacheham  (which  hundred  is  now 
within  the  modern  hundred  of  Faircrofs),  and  it  appears  to  have  been  a town,  for 
there  were  5 1 baga,  or  houfes,  which  paid  a tax  or  quit  rent  to  the  lord.  Thefe 
haga  are  mentioned  only  in  the  description  of  towns ; it  mull  be  obferved,  that 
no  mention  is  made  of  any  at  Spene  ; at  Thatcham,  which  was  an  ancient  borough 
town,  only  12,  and  at  Reading  only  29.  It  feems  clear,  therefore,  that  at  the 
time  of  taking  the  Norman  Survey,  Spene  was  only  a village ; and  Newbury  a 
town  of  confiderable  confequence,  then  known  by  the  Saxon  name  of  Uluritone, 
perhaps  a corruption  of  Ulwardetone  from  Uhvard,  who  poflefled  it  in  the  reign 
of  King  Edward  the  Confeffor.  Newbury  was  certainly  the  name  of  a caftle 
built  by  the  Earls  of  .-Perch,  who  founded  the  neighbouring  monaftery  of  Sandle- 
ford,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  was  transferred  to  the  town  inftead  of  its  ancient. 
Saxon  name. 

Our  hiftorians  inform  us  that  king  Stephen  won  Newbury  caftle  by  affault  in 
1152  b.  At  a later  period  this  town  became  the  Scene  of  two  battles,  in  the  me- 
morable civil  war  between  King  Charles  I.  and  his  parliament ; at  both  of  which 
the  king  commanded  in  perfon,  the  Earl  of  Effex  having  the  command  of  the 
parliamentary  army.  The  firfl  battle  was  fought  on  the  18th  of  September,  1643°. 
The  king  was  then  in  pofleffion  of  the  town,  whither  he  had  arrived  with  his 
whole  army  about  two  hours  before  the  Earl  of  Effex,  who  had  advanced  from 
Hunger  ford,  for  the  purpofe  of  recovering  the  town  from  Prince  Rupert.  The 
Earl,  finding  Newbury  pre-occupied  by  the  King,  flationed  his  army  on  Biggs  hill, 
within  a mile  of  the  town,  where  they  palled  the  night  of  the  17th.  The  next  day 
the  battle  was  fought  with  equal  courage  on  both  Sides,  and  with  fuch  doubtful 
fuccefs  that  each  party  claimed  the  viftory  \ for  although  the  Earl  left  the  royal 
army  the  next  day  in  poffeflion  of  the  field  of  battle,  yet  he  accomplifhed  what  he 
intended,  which  was  to  march  with  his  own  army  to  London.  On  the  king’s 
fide  fell  the  Earls  of  Carnarvon  and  Sunderland,  and  the  accomplifhed  Lord : 

a Camden.  b Holinlhed.  * Clarendon;  Heath  fays  the  20th. 

Falkland. 


BERKSHIRE. 


31$ 

Falkland.  After  the  battle  the  king  returned  to  Oxford.  The  royal  army  was 
Rationed  at  Newbury  for  about  a month,  in  the  fpring  of  164411. 

The  fecond  battle  which  was  fought  near  this  town  happened  on  the  27th  of 
October  1644;  the  king  came  to  Newbury  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  Don- 
nington  Caftle,  and,  having  fucceeded  in  his  intention,  was  waiting  for  the 
return  of  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  who  was  gone  with  a detachment  to  the  relief 
of  Banbury,  when  the  parliament  having  intelligence  of  the  weak  (late  of  the  royal 
army  at  Newbury,  the  Earl  of  Effex,  Sir  William  Waller,  and  the  Earl  of  Man- 
cheiter,  joined  their  forces,  and  being  further  reinforced  by  the  trained  bands  from 
London,  advanced  towards  the  king,  determined  to  bring  him  to  an  engagement  as 
foon  as  pofiible.  The  king  himfelf  was  quartered  In  the  town,  and  had  placed 
ftrong  guards  on  the  fouth;  the  greater  part  of  his  army  were  ftationed  in  the  village 
of  Shaw,  in  Mr.  Dolman’s  houfe,  in  a houfe  between  the  village  and  Newbury, 
about  which  an  earth-work  was  caft  up,  and  in  a mill  on  the  Kennet,  all  which 
lay  nearly  eaft  from  the  town.  The  horfe  and  artillery  were  in  two  open  fields  to 
the  north,  and  at  Spene  were  Prince  Maurice’s  foot.  The  parliamentary  army  lay 
towards  Thatcham.  Several  fkirmifhes  occurred  during  the  two  days  before  the 
general  battle,  which,  although  the  king’s  force  was  fo  inferior,  was  fought  with 
various  fuccefs,  principally  between  Spene  and  Newbury.  The  village  of  Spene 
was  taken,  during  the  contefl,  by  the  parliamentary  army.  Mr.  Dolman’s  houfe  at 
Shaw  was  attacked,  but  the  befiegers  were  repulfed  by  its  commander,  Col.  Page. 
No  perfons  of  great  note  fell  in  this  battle.  Each  party  again  claimed  the  victory. 
On  this  occafion  the  parliamentary  army  were  left  in  poffeffion  of  the  field ; they 
marched  into  Newbury,  and  made  breaft-works  and  'batteries  to  fecure  the  town, 
which  they  refolved  to  keep.  The  king  retired  to  Oxford,  where,  having  been  re- 
inforced by  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  he  returned  to  Newbury,  recovered  his 
cannon  which  he  had  left  on  the  field,  relieved  Donnington  Caftle,  and  fupplied  it 
with  provifions  in  the  face  of  the  parliamentary  army,  who  declined  quitting  their 
quarters  at  Newbury  to  give  him  battle.  He  then  marched  with  his  army  to  Lam- 
bourn  e.  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  wras  quartered  with  the  parliamentary  army  at  New- 
bury, in  April  1646.  Heath  fpeaks  of  tumults  at  Newbury  in  1664,  which  were 
fuppreffed  by  Sir  Thomas  Dolman. 

Newbury  is  a market  town  by  prefcription.  The  market,  which  is  on  Thurfdays, 
is  a great  mart  for  corn.  1 here  are  four  annual  fairs.  Holy  Thurfday,  July  5, 
September  4,  and  November  8,  being  the  feftivals  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  St. 
Bartholomew,  and  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  Old  Style:  there  is  a large  ftatute-fair 
alfo  for  hiring  fervants  on  the  fij  ft  Thurfday  after  the  10th  of  O&ober. 

* Clarendon.  * Clarendon. 
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Newbury  Tent  two  members  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  three  reprefentatives  to  a great  council  at  Wedminder,  being 
then  a confiderable  trading  town f.  It  was  formerly  celebrated  for  its  clothing 
manufa&ure,  which  though  much  declined,  had  not  been  wholly  difcontinued  till 
of  late  years  : there  are  now  fame  cotton  manufactories  near  the  town.  It  does  not 
appear  that  Newbury  has  decreafed  in  population  fince  the  removal  of  the  clothing 
manufacture  ; indeed,  the  influx  of  trade  in  confequence  of  the  ready  communication 
which  it  now  has  by  navigable  canals  with  London  and  Briflol,  has  been  fuch,  that 
on  the  contrary  it  appears  to  have  increafed  in  population  as  well  as  in  opulence.  By 
a return  made  to  cardinal  Pole,  in  1555,  when  the  clothing  trade  was  at  its 
greated  height,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  then  1600.  Mr, 
Penrofe,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  queries  of  Mr.  Rowe  Mores  in  1759,  calculates  the 
houfes  at  above  800  ; the  inhabitants  at  5000.  Willis’s  map  of  the  environs  of 
Newbury,  publilhed  in  1768,  dates  the  houfes  at  930,  the  inhabitants  at  3732  g. 
Mr.  Pearce,  in  his  Agricultural  Survey  of  Berkfhire,  in  1794,  calculates  the  in- 
habitants at  5500.  When  the  returns  were  made  to  parliament,  under  the  popu- 
lation aCt  in  1801,  the  number  of  houfes  was  found  to  be  965,  of  which  931  were 
inhabited,  the  number  of  inhabitants  4275.  It  mud  be  obferved,  that  this  does 
not  include  the  tithing  of  Speenhamland,  which  adjoins  to  Newbury,  and  appa- 
rently part  of  that  town,  although  it  is  within  the  parifli  of  Spene.  In  this  tithing 
were  147  houfes  and  712  inhabitants. 

The  town  of  Newbury  was  incorporated,  in  1586,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had 
honoured  it  with  a vifit  in  1568  h,  and,  it  is  probable,  at  other  times  in  her  Berkfhire 
progrefles.  The  corporation  confids  of  a mayor,  high-deward,  recorder,  fix 
aldermen,  and  24  capital  burgefles.  The  town  is  well  built,  and  the  dreets  fpacious. 
The  gaol  and  a town-hall,  in  which  are  held  the  Eader  feflions,  and  other  public 
meetings,  are  over  the  old  market-houfe,  an  ancient  timber  building.  Over  the 
new  market-houfe,  a brick  building  of  modern  date,  is  an  aflembly-room,  fometimes 
called  the  new  town-hall,  adjoining  to  which  are  fome  fmaller  apartments,  where 
the  private  bufinefs  of  the  corporation  is  tranfa&ed  : their  public  meetings  are  held 
at  the  old  town-hall. 

The  manor  of  Newbury  was  confirmed,  in  1220,  to  William  Marfhall,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  who  had  purchafed  it  of  the  biihop  of  Chalons,  as  already  mentioned. 
In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  it  appears  to  have  been  divided  between  the  Mohuns  and 
Mortimers,  as  coheirs  of  Sibella  de  Ferrars,  who  was  herfelf  one  of  the  coheireflfes 

f Brown  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary.  s By  this  calculation  the  number  of  Inhabitants 

Lems  to  be  very  much  under-rated,  being  fcarcely  more  than  four  to  a houfe.  h Qu.een  Eliza- 
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of  the  Marlhalls Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  died  feifed  of  a moiety  of  " 
this  manor  in  1360  k.  In  1465,  a third  part  of  the  manor  of  Newbury,  with  the 
fairs  and  market,  which  had  belonged  to  Thomas  Cornwall  efq.  was  granted  to 
Thomas  Herbert,  fquire  of  the  body  to  Edward  IV1.  In  1495,  the  manor  of 
Newbury  was  in  jointure  to  the  queen  m ; it  is  now  veiled  in  the  corporation,  to 
whom  it  was  granted  by  King  Charles  I.  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign. 

The  parilh  church  is  a handfome  ftrudure,  built  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
principally,  as  it  is  faid,  at  the  charge  of  John  Winchcombe,  a wealthy  clothier  of 
this  town,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Jack  of  Newbury.  This  celebrated 
perfon,  who  died  in  the  year  1519,  lies  buried  in  Newbury  church,  by  the  name 
of  John  Smallwode,  alias  Wynchcombe.  The  brafs  plate,  with  his  effigies,  which 
was  formerly  placed  over  his  tomb,  is  now  fixed  againft  the  eall  wall  of  the  north 
aide.  It  is  probable  that  he  had,  in  his  life-time,  been  a benefa&or  towards  the  re- 
building the  church,  which  being  unfmiffied  at  his  death,  he  bequeathed  40I. 
towards  its  completion,  as  appears  by  his  will  in  the  Prerogative  office.  This  John 
Winchcombe,  who  was  a very  wealthy  clothier,  is  faid  to  have  kept  1 00  looms  at 
work  in  his  own  houfe,  and  to  have  marched,  at  the  head  of  100  of  his  workmen, 

CJ  as  well  armed  and  better  clothed  than  any  %”  in-the  expedition  againft  James  of 
Scotland,  which  was  terminated  by  the  adtion  of  Flodden  Field.  It  is  faid,  alfo, 
that  he  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  his  monarch,  and  his  queen,  Catharine  of 
Arragon,  at  his  houfe  at  Newbury ; but  all  the  anecdotes  relating  to  this  celebrated 
perfon  muft  be  received  with  caution,  as  they  feem,  though  related  by  Fuller,  to 
have  been  taken  from  a fmall  pamphlet,  entitled,  the  Life  of  Jack  of  Newbury, 
which  was  evidently  written  many  years  after  his  death,  and  abounds  with  impro- 
babilities and  anachronifms.  There  is  a modern  edition  of  it,  printed  at  Newbury. 

A picture,  which  hangs  in  a room  over  the  new  market-houfe,  in  which  the  cor- 
poration hold  their  private  meetings,  being  a copy  from  the  original  at  Bucklelbury, 
is  erroneoufly  faid  to  be  the  portrait  of  the  celebrated  Jack  of  Newbury ; whereas 
it  is,  in  fact,  that  of  his  fon,  John  Smallwode,  alias  Winchcombe,  who  died  in 
1 557,  as  appears  by  the  pariffi  regifter.  The  date  which  accompanies  the  portrait 
is  1550,  and  the  perfon  it  reprefents  is  faid  to  have  been  then  61  years  of  age. 
This  picture  has  been  copied  for  the  fign  of  Jack  of  Newbury,  at  the  inn  of  that 
name,  which  is  faid  to  Hand  on  the  fite  of  John  Winchcombe’s  dwelling- houfe. 
John  Winchcombe,  the  fon,  became  poffefied  of  confiderable  landed  property, 
chiefly  by  the  grants  of  monaftic  eftates.  Henry  Winchcombe,  his  defcendant, 

1 See  Efch.  25  and  29  Edw.  I.  k Efch.  ,34  Edw.  III.  1 Pat.  5 Edw.  IV. 

” Parliament  Rolls.  " Fuller’s  Worthies. 


7 


was 


BERKSHIRE. 


1*1 

was  created  a baronet  in  1671.  The  title  became  extind  at  his  death.  Thp  prefent 
reprefentative  of  the  family  is  Winchcombe  Henry  Howard  Hartley,  a minor,  fon 
of  the  late  Henry  Winchcombe  Hartley  efq.  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
for  the  county. 

The  redory  of  Newbury,  which  gives  name  to  a deanery,  is  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown.  William  Twifle,  a noted  calviniflical  writer,  and  prolocutor  of  the  afiembly 
of  divines,  who  was  a native  of  Speenhamland,  was  redor  of  Newbury.  He  after- 
wards exchanged  this  benefice  for  Newton-Longueville,  in  Buckinghamfhire  ®. 
There  is  a portrait  of  him  in  the  veftry  at  Newbury. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  in  this  town,  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  King 
John,  who  granted  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Bartholomew,  for  its  fupport.  It  was 
formerly  under  the  government  of  a matter,  warden,  or  prior p.  It  is  now,  by  the 
charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  veiled  in  the  corporation,  who  allow  the  penfioners 
(fix  men  and  fix  women)  3s.  6d.  a week  each  3 befides  which  they  have  coats  and 
gowns  once  in  two  years,  1 3s.  4d.  on  St.  Thomas’s  day  ; and  53.  each,  arifing  from 
the  tolls  of  the  fair,  which  is  held  in  an  adjoining  meadow,  on  St.  Bartholomew’s 
day.  Each  perfon  has  alfo  yearly  a waggon  load  of  peat,  and  fix  fcores  of  faggots. 
The  chaplain  has  a falary  of  12I.  per  annum , under  the'  charter  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Oppofite  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  is  a fet  of  alms-houfes,  founded  by  Sir 
Jemmet  Raymond,  in  1670,  for  fix  poor  men,  and  the  fame  number  of  women, 
who  are  allowed  3s.  6d.  each  weekly  ; gowns  and  coats  every  year,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  wood  and  peat  as  the  penfioners  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital.  Thefe 
alms-houfes  have  been  rebuilt  out  of  the  fund.  Since  the  death  of  Jemmet  Ray- 
mond efq.  fon  of  the  founder,  the  vacancies  in  thefe  alms-houfes  have  been  thus 
filed  up ; the  corporation  nominate  two  perfons,  out  of  whom  the  redor 
feleds  one.  /■ 

Thomas  Pearce,  about  the  year  1671,  endowed  two  alms-houfes  for  poor  weavers ; 
Francis  Coxhed,  in  1690,  two  other  alms-houfes  for  poor  men:  thefe  are  con- 
folidated,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Prefbyterian  diflenters.  The  penfioners 
receive  3s.  6d.  a week  each,  firing,  and  great  coats  once  in  two  years. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hunt,  in  1729,  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  three  poor  widows,  the 
preference  to  be  given  to  his  neareft  of  kin.  They  receive,  under  his  will,  3s.  a 
week  each,  20s.  for  firing,  and  every  other  year  20s.  for  a gown.  The  furplus- 
money,  arifing  from  the  eftate  left  for  this  purpofe,  is  applied  to  the  teaching  of 

'v°  A.  Wood.  ? Tanner, 


VOL.  I. 


T t 


poor 


BERKSHIRE. 


332 

poor  children,  of  which  the  number  is  at  prefent  twenty-five ; Mr.  Kimber  added 
6s.  a week  to  this  fund. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Robinfon,  in  1754,  founded  three  alms-houfes  for  poor  weavers, 
and  endowed  them  with  2s.  per  week  each,  and  a waggon  load  of  peat  yearly  ; 
Mr.  Kimber  increafed  their  allowance  to  3s.  6d.  a week : they  are  fupplied  with 
clothes  according  as  the  fund  permits. 

Near  the  old  market-houfe  are  twelve  alms-houfes,  built  in  1795,  purfuant  to 
the  will  of  John  Kimber  efq.  already  mentioned,  at  the  expence  of  nearly  2000I. 
for  fix  poor  men,  and  the  fame  number  of  women.  They  are  remarkably  neat  and 
commodious ; the  allowance  to  each  of  the  penfioners  is  5s.  per  week,  and  fuel : 
they  have  clothes  every  other  year. 

Befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  there  is  an  ahns-houfe  on  St.  Mary’s-Hill, 
founded  about  the  year  1656,  by  a benefactor  now  unknown,  for  fix  old  maids, 
and  endowed  with  a weekly  allowance  of  2s.  6d.  to  each,  which,  by  Mr.  Kimber’s  * 
benefaction,  is  made  up  3s.  6d.  befides  peat  and  faggots.  There  is  another  alms- 
houfe  alfo,  called  the  church  alms-houfe,  for  fix  poor  men,  and  fix  women,  the 
founder  and  date  of  foundation  of  which  are  unknown.  This  alms-houfe,  which  was 
fituated  in  the  church-yard,  having  become  ruinous,  and  there  being  no  fufficient 
fund  for  rebuilding  it,  Sir  Jemmet  Raymond’s  old  alms-houfe  was  purchafed 
and  repaired,  for  the  reception  of  the  penfioners  belonging  to  it,  who  receive  a 
weekly  allowance  from  the  fund  of  2s.  6d.  each,  augmented  to  3s.  6d.  by 
Mr.  Kimber,  befides  peat  and  faggots. 

Mr.  John  Kendrick,  of  Reading,  who  died  in  1624,  gave  the  fum  of  4000I.  to 
provide  a workhoufe  for  the  poor  of  this  town,  and  to  furnifh  them  with  employ- 
ment. A great  part  of  this  benefa&ion  appears  to  have  been  loft,  as  at  Reading ; 
with  a part  of  it  was  purchafed  the  wharf,  and  fome  other  premifes  at  Newbury, 
which  produce  a rent  of  160I.  per  annum , at  the  difpofal  of  the  corporation: 
what  remains  is  lent,  without  intereft,  in  fums  of  fifty  pounds,  to  weavers,  for 
three  years. 

Padworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  about  eight  miles  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  Reading.  The  manor  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  family  of  Coudray q,  who 
held  it  by  the  fervice  of  finding  a failor  to  manage  the  ropes  of  the  Queen’s  vefiel, 
whenever  fhe  Ihould  pafs  over  into  Normandy r.  The  Coudrays  continued  to 
poffefs  this  manor  in  1465  s.  About  the  year  1700  it  pafled,  by  marriage,  from 
the  Brightwells,  in  whofe  pofieffion  it  had  then  been  for  a confiderable  time,  to  the 

4 Efch.  Hen.  III.  ' Blount’s  Tenures.  * Efch.  Edw.  IV. 
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Griffiths.  After  the  death  of  the  late  Mrs.  Griffith,  relict  of  Chriftopher  Griffith 
efq.  who  was  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  Berks,  it 
devolved  to  her  filler’s  fon,  Matthew  Chitty  Darby  efq.  fecond  fon  of  the  late 
Admiral  Darby,  who  has  taken  the  additional  name  of  Griffith.  Padworth-houfe, 
a handfome  modern  manfion,  (lands  on  an  eminence,  a little  fouth  of  the  Kennet, 
and  forms  a confpicuous  object  from  the  Bath  road.  It  is  now  in  the  occupation 
of  Edward  Clarke  efq. 

Another  manor,  in  this  pariffi,  was  conveyed  in  1399,  by  William  Mulfo,  to 
William  of  Wickham,  Biffiop  of  Wincheder 

The  pariffi  church,  which  is  very  fmall,  exhibits  a curious  fpecimen  of  ancient 
architecture u.  The  rectory  of  Padworth  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  and  in  the 
patronage  of  the  crown. 

Pangbourn,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Reading,  is  fituated  near  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  about  fix  miles  from  Reading,  on  the  road  to  Wallingford.  The 
manor  of  Pangbourn  was  granted,  in  the  fourth  year  of  Edward  the  fil'd,  to  Felicia 
Shortford,  who  had  been  nurfe  to  the  king’s  fon x:  in  the  year  1550,  the  fame 
manor,  then  lately  parcel  of  the  poffeffions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading, 
was  granted  to  John  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick,  (afterwards  Duke  of  Northum- 
berland,) who  was  beheaded  in  1553.  Queen  Mary  granted  this  manor  to  Sir 
Francis  Englefield,  who,  in  the  fucceeding  reign,  lod  this,  and  other  confiderable 
edates  by  attainder.  Pangbourn  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  1563,  to 
Thomas  Weldon,  cofferer  of  her  houfehold,  and  his  fon  ; the  latter,  in  1613,  fold  it 
to  Sir  John  Davis y.  In  1671,  John  Breedon  efq.  purchafed  it  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives of  the  Davis  family  ; it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Symonds  Breedon, 
who  fucceeded  to  this  edate,  on  the  death  of  John  Breedon  M.  D.  purfuant  to  the 
will  of  the  Doctor’s  father,  John  Breedon  efq.  who  died  in  1776,  and  has  fince 
taken  the  name  of  Breedon,  in  addition  to  that  of  his  own  family. 

Bere-Court,  the  feat  of  Dr.  Breedon,  was  given  by  Bingham,  Biffiop  of  Salifbury, 
to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading,  in  1230  2.  This  place  became  a dimmer 
refidence  of  the  abbots.  It  now  retains  very  few  traces  of  its  ancient  defignation, 
excepting  the  arms  of  Hugh  Faringdon,  the  lad  abbot,  among  fome  other  dained 
glafs  in  the  windows  of  the  hall.  His  figure,  mentioned  in  Affimole’s  Collections,  has 
been  removed,  and  the  chapel  pulled  down.  Since  the  Reformation,  Bere-Court 
has  paffed  with  the  manor  of  Pangbourn.  Sir  John  Davis,  above  mentioned,  who 
became  poffeffed  of  it  in  1613,  had  been  a perfon  of  fome  note  in  the  reign  of 

* Cl.  1 Rich.  II.  u See  p.  205.  11  Cart.  4 Edw.  I.  y From  the  information  of 
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Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  patronized  by  the  Earl  of  Effex,  and  was  by  him 
employed  in  fome  expeditions,  in  which  he  gained  confiderable  honour : at  the 
taking  of  Cadiz  he  was  created  a knight  banneret,  and  afterwards  had  the  com- 
mand of  a fuccefsful  expedition  to  the  ifland  of  Terceres.  When  his  patron,  the 
Earl  of  Effex  fell,  he  became  fo  far  involved  in  his  fate,  as  to  have  fentence  of 
death  paffed  upon  him  as  a traitor,  but  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  a refpite,  and 
in  1601  a free  pardon.  After  his  purchafe  of  Bere-Court,  he  retired  thither,  and 
fpent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  ftudious  retirement.  Camden  fpeaks  of  him, 
as  an  excellent  mathematician.  He  entered  deeply  alfo  into  the  fcience  of  judicial 
altrology,  then  fo  much  in  fafhion,  and  was  a pupil  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Simon 
Forman3.  Sir  John  Davis  died  in  1625,  and  lies  buried  in  Pangbourn  church, 
where  there  is  a monument  to  his  memory,  with  his  effigies  in  chalk.  There  is  a 
monument  alfo  for  the  wife  of  his  fon,  Sir  John  Davis  the  younger,  who  was  filler 
of  Sir  John  Suckling  the  poet,  and  others  of  her  family.  Anne,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  John  Davis  the  younger,  married  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  of  Hartwell,  in 
Bucks,  the  firlt  baronet  of  that  family.  Bere-Court  is  pleafantly  fituated  among 
hills,  in  a very  retired  fpot,  about  a mile  from  Pangbourn.  From  a tower  on  one 
of  the  neighbouring  eminences,  is  a fine  view  of  the  rich  fcenery  with  which  this 
part  of  Berkffiire  abounds. 

In  the  parifh  church,  befides  the  monuments  of  the  Davis  family  already  men- 
tioned, are  fome  memorials  for  the  families  of  Robinfon  and  Breedon.  The 
redlory  of  Pangbourn  belonged,  from  a very  early  period,  to  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent of  Reading.  Dr.  Breedon  is  now  patron  and  incumbent.  A wooden  bridge 
acrofs  the  Thames,  from  Pangbourn,  to  Whitchurch  in  Oxfordlhire,  was  built 
under  the  powers  of  an  a£t  of  parliament,  in  1792. 

Peasemore  or  Peysmer,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  eight  miles  tp 
the  north-well  of  Newbury,  and  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth-welt  of  Illley.  The 
manor  was  anciently  in  the  De  la  Bechesb,  from  whom  it  paffed  to  the  Langfords'. 
It  was  afterwards  the  property  of  Thomas  Chaucer  efq.  whofe  daughter,  Alice, 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk d : from  the  De  la 
Poles  it  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  family  of  Head  % who,  having  fold  the  manor, 
retained  a finall  farm,  now  the  property  of  their  defcendant  Sir  W.  J.  James  bart. 
Early  in  the  feventeenth  century,  this  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Lyford f . Wil- 
liam Lyford,  born  at  Peyfmer,  was  a member  of  the  affembly  of  divines,  and  a 
noted  writer  among  the  Puritans g.  In  the  early  part  of  the  lalt  century,  the  manor 

• Ant.  Wood.  b Efch.  Edw.  III.  « Efch.  Ric.  II.  * Efch  Hen.  VI.. 
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of  Peyfmer  was  in  the  family  of  Coward,  from- whom  it  pafied  by  marriage  to  the 
Shirleys.  Mr.  John  Shirley  bequeathed  it,  in  1776,  to  the  late  John  Archer  efq.  of 
Welford,  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  his  grandfon,  John  Archer  Houblon  efq. 
The  priory  of  Poghley  had  a manor  in  Peyfmer ; a part  of  the  parifh  is  llill  called 
Priors-fide. 

The  -only  remarkable  infcription  in  the  parifh  church,  is  that  to  the  memory  of 
Mr.  William  Coward,  lord  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1739.  This  gentleman, 
though  unknown  to  fame  for  want  of  a poet  or  hiflorian  to  fpeak  his  worth,  feems 
to  have  equalled  the  more  celebrated  man  of  Rofs,  in  the  rare  art  of  doing  much 
good  with  a fmall  fortune.  Poffeffing  only  an  income  of  1 1 ol.  per  annum , he  built 
in  his  life-time,  at  his  own  expence,  the  tower  of  the  parifh  church,  gave  the 
great  bell  and  communion  plate  (amounting  to  near  three  years  produce  of  his 
flender  income),  befides  maintaining  a hofpitable  table,  and  being  eminently  chari- 
table to  the  poor8.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Watts  of  Uffington  is  the  prefent  patron  of  the 
reCtory  ; the  reverfion  of  the  advowfon,  after  his  deceafe,  is  veiled  in  Mr.  Archer 

Houblon.  Peyfmer  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

> 

Purley,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  four  miles  north-well  of  Reading,  neat* 
the  road  to  Wallingford.  The  manor  of  Great-Purley  was,  for  feveral  generations, 
in  the  family  of  Carewh,  from  whom  it  palled  by  female  heirs  to  the  Iwarbys* 
and  St.  Johns  k.  It  was  bought  of  the  St.  John  family,  by  Sir  Robert  Mackreth, 
and  afterwards  palled,  by  two  feveral  purchafes,  to  Mr.  Martindale  and  the  late 
Anthony  Storer  efq.  who  was  about  to  build  a new  houfe  on  the  ellate,  which  has 
fince  been  ereCted  from  defigns  of  James  Wyatt  efq.  purfuant  to  the  directions  in  Mr. 
Storer’s  will,  which  appropriated  a fuin  of  money  for  that  purpofe.  Purley-Houfe 
and  manor  are  now  the  property  of  the  honourable  Mrs.  Storer,  fifler-in-law  of 
the  late  proprietor.  The  reverfion  is  veiled  in  her  fon.  A manor  in  Purley,  which 
belonged  to  Reading  Abbey,  was  granted,  in  1550,  to  John  Dudley,  Earl  of  War- 
wick, and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  fince  attached  to  the  manor  of  Great  Purley. 

The  manor  of  Little-Purley  belonged  in  1218  to  the  Cifrewalts  *,  from  whom  it 
palled  to  the  families  of  Malyns 151  and  Morris n.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  it  was 
purchafed  by  the  family  of  Lybbe,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Ph.  Lybbe  Powys  efq.  of  Hardwick,  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  Thames. 

Purley-Hall,  now  the  feat  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilder,  was  built  by  Mr.  Hawes,, 
one  of  the  South-Sea  directors  in  the  memorable  year  1720.  It  was  purchafed  of 

1 See  his  Epitaph.  h Efch.  Ric.  II.  Edw.  IV.  - * One  of  the  co-heirefics  of  Nicholas 

€arew,  who  died  in  1467,  married  Sir  John  Iwarby.  , k Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John 

Iwarby,  married  Sir  John  St.  John,  who  died  in  1512.  * Cl.  2 Hen.  III.,  and  30  Edw.  E 

-Efcb.Ric.  II.  ■ » Efch.  Edw.  IV.— Elia. 
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ais  family  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  about  the  year  1778.  It  is  fituated  in  the 
three  parilhes  of  Purley,  Sulham,  and  Whitchurch,  which  extends  acrofs  the  river 
from  the  Qxfordfhire  fide. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  memorials  for  the  families  of  Hawes,  of  Purley-Hal!, 
Hyde,  and  Liebenrood,  a tablet  in  memory  of  Thomas  Storer  efq.  with  an  infcrip- 
tion,  written  by  his  fon,  and  another  for  the  late  Anthony  Storer  efq.  In  the  eaft 
window  is  fome  Rained  glafs,  by  Mr.  Catton,  of  Purley.  The  rettory  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Reading,  and  in  the  patronage  of  the  crown. 

PuseYj  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  lies  about  five  miles  eaft  of  Faringdon,  to  the 
fouth  of  the  London  road.  The  manor  is  faid  to  have  been  granted  to  the  family 
of  Pufey  by  King  Canute,  and  an  ancient  horn  is  ftill  preferved,  by  which 
it  is  faid  to  have  been  held.  The  tenure  of  lands  by  cornage,  or  the  fervice  of  a 
horn,  was  by  no  means  unfrequent ; and  the  Pufey  horn,  as  well  as  the  family  of 
Pufey,  are  of  confiderable  antiquity  ; but  it  may  be  much  doubted,  whether  they 
poffeffed  the  manor  of  Pufey  till  long  after  the  time  of  Canute.  When  the  Norman 
Survey  was  taken,  there  were  two  manors  in  Pufey ; the  principal  manor,  which 
belonged  to  Roger  de  Iveri,  and  a fmaller  one,  which  belonged  to  the  foreign 
monaftery  of  St.  Peter  fuper  Dinam.  The  lay  manor  had,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  Confeffor,  been  the  property  of  Aluric,  a freeman.  The  firft  mention  of  the 
Pufeys  to  be  found  on  record,  is  in  the  year  1316°;  but  it  appears  by  ancient 
deeds,  in  the  poflefliqn  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  that  they  had  been  fettled  at  Pufey 
for  fix  generations  before  Henry  Pufey,  who  appears  to  have  been  then  lord  of  a 
manor  in  this  parilh.  The  family  became  extimft,  in  the  male  line,  in  1710,  by 
the  death  of  Charles  Pufey  efq.  who  bequeathed  the  manor  to  his  nephew,  John 
Allen  efq.  direfting  that  he  Ihould  take  the  name  of  Pufey,  in  addition  to  his  own. 
In  cafe  of  Mr.  Allen’s  dying  without  iffue,  it  was  entailed  on  the  iffue  male  of  his 
filters  and  his  nieces,  the  Allens,  fucceffively,  who,  upon  their  inheriting  the  eftate, 
were  to  affume  the  name  of  Pufey.  The  filters  of  Mr.  Pufey  being  deceafed  with- 
out iffue,  the  two  filters  of  Mr.  Allen  Pufey  (he  having  died  alfo  without  iffue) 
joined  in  fettling  this  eftate  on  the  Hon.  Philip  Bouverie,  uncle  by  the  half  blood 
of  the  prefent  Earl  of  Radnor,  and  nephew  of  Mr.  Allen  Pufey’s  lady,  who  was 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Bouverie  bart.  Mr.  Bouverie  has  taken  the  name  of 
Pufey,  and  has  been  many  years  in  poffeffion  of  the  eftate,  which  was  given  up  to 
him  in  the  life-time  of  Mrs.  Jane  Allen,  the  laft  furvivor  of  the  filters,  who  died  in 
1789.  Mr.  Pufey  has  a handfome  feat  in  this  parilh.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
the  Fettiplace  family  had  two  eftates  in  this  parilh,  called  the  manor  of  Bylhops, 

e See  the  Nomina  Villarum,  No.  62S1,  Harl.  MSS.  Brit.  Muf. 
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and  the  manor  of  Mauncel’s-Court.  One  of  thefe,  it  is  probable,  was  the  manor 
which  belonged  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Peter  fuper  Dinam.  Nothing  can  be 
learned  of  their  fubfequent  hillory : it  is  fuppofed  that  they  are  now  united  to 
Mr.  Pufey’s  eftate. 

Alice  Paternofter,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  held  lands  in  Pufey,  by  the  fervice 
of  faying  a Paternofter  five  times  a day,  for  the  fouls  of  the  king’s  anceftors ; and 
it  appears  that  Richard  Paternofter,  on  fucceeding  to  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  inftead 
of  paying  a fum  of  money  as  a relief  \ faid  the  Lord’s  Prayer  thrice  before  the  Barons 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  John,  his  brother,  had  done p. 

The  parilh  church  was  rebuilt  at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Allen  Pufey.  The  memo- 
rials of  the  families  of  Dogget  and  Dunch,  as  recorded  by  Afhmole,  are  in  the 
north  tranfept,  which  is  divided  from  the  nave  by  an  Ionic  Ikreen.  In  a fimilar 
tranfept,  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  a very  handfome  monument  by  Scheemaker,  in 
memory  of  John  Allen  Pufey  efq.  and  his  lady.  Mrs.  Allen  Pufey,  who  died  in 
1742,  was  daughter  of  Sir  William  Bouverie  bart.  and  fifter  of  the  firft  Lord 
Vifcount  Folkftone.  The  remarkable  epitaph  of  William  White,  recorded  by 
Alhmole,  is  now  placed  on  the  outfide  of  the  chancel.  The  Bifhop  of  Salifbury  is 
patron  of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  A corn-rent,  in  lieu 
of  tithes,  and  of  part  of  the  glebe,  was  afligned  to  the  re&or  by  aft  of  parliament, 
in  1753. 

Radley,  in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  lies  three  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of 
Abingdon.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ab- 
ingdon, was  purchafed  in  1 575,  by  George  Stonhoufe  efq.  one  of  the  clerks  of  the 
green-cloth  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  His  eldeft  fon  was  created  a baronet  in  1628. 
Sir  George  Stonhoufe,  his  fecond  fon,  having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  activity 
in  the  fervice  of  King  Charles  I.  was  obliged,  by  the  parliamentary  fequeftrators,  to 
pay  a large  fum,  as  a compofition  for  his  eftates.  The  prefent  baronet.  Sir  Thomas 
Stonhoufe,  is  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  Rev.  Sir  James  Stonhoufe  barf.  M.  D.  who  died 
in  1795.  The  Radley  eftate,  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Sir  James  Stonhoufe, 
younger  brother  of  Sir  William  Stonhoufe  bart.  and  coufin  of  the  laft  mentioned 
Sir  James,  pafled,  in  1792,  to  his  nephew,  Capt.  George  Bowyer,  who  was  created 
a baronet  in  1794,  for  his  fervices  in  the  celebrated  engagement  with  the  French 
fleet,  on  the  firft  of  June  that  year.  Sir  George  Bowyer  was  a younger  brother  of 
Sir  William  Bowyer  bart.  of  Denham-Court,  in  Buckinghamlhire,  whofe  title  alfo 
he  inherited,  upon  his  death  without  iflue,  in  1799.  Sir  George  died,  at  his  feat 
at  Radley,  December  9,  1800,  being  then  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  was  fucceeded 


p Blount’s  Tenures. 


m 


BERKSHIRE. 


128 


1 


in  title  and  ellate  by  his  fon,  now  Sir  George  Bowyer,  in  whom  both  the  baronetcies 
are  veiled. 

In  the  parifn  church  is  a very  handfome  monument,  with  the  effigies  of  the 
deceafed  in  robes,  in  memory  of  Sir  William  Stonhoufe,  the  firft  baronet  of  the 
family,  who  died  in  1632,  and  his  eldeft  fon,  Sir  John,  who  furvived  his  father 
only  four  months. 

The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon, 
are  now  veiled  in  Sir  George  Bowyer.  The  benefice,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Abingdon,  is  a donative  in  his  patronage. 

Sugworth , in  this  parilh,  was  once  a confiderable  hamlet,  now  depopulated  : the 
manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  is  now  Sir  George 
Bowyer’s.  Part  of  the  hamlet  of  Kennirgton  is  in  this  parilh. 

* % r 

Reading,  an  ancient  and  populous  borough  and  market  town,  which  gives 
name  to  a hundred,  is  fituated  on  the  road  from  London  to  Bath,  39  miles  from 
Hvd e-Park  corner. 

j 

The  firlt  mention  which  occurs  of  Reading,  in  hiltory,  is  in  the  year  871,  at 
which  time  it  is  defcribed  as  being  a fortified  town  belonging  to  the  Saxon  kings, 
but  then  in  pofieffion  of  the  Danes,  who  had  thrown  up  an  earth- work  between 
the  Thames  and  the  Kennet <!.  The  Danes  retreated  thither,  after  their  unfuccefsful 
battle  at  Englefield,  with  Earl  Ethelwolf,  who  was  foon  afterwards  llain  by  them, 
in  a fally  from  the  town r.  After  their  defeat  by  King  Alfred,  at  Afhdown,  they 
returned  again  to  Reading,  where  they  remained  unmolelted  till  the  following  year. 
They  then  marched  to  London5.  In  1006,  the  town  of  Reading  was  burnt  by  its 
old  enemies,  the  Danes ; and  a convent  of  nuns  then  exilting,  under  the  government 
of  an  abbefs,  was  dellroyed King  Henry  I.  in  1 1 2 1 , laid  the  foundation  of  a 
magnificent  abbey  on  its  hte,  which  was  completed  in  the  year  1 1 24.  This  great 
monallery,  of  which  more  particular  mention  will  be  hereafter  made,  was  the  ufual 
refidence  of  our  kings,  during  their  frequent  vifits  to  this  town : after  the  reforma- 
tion it  became,  for  a time,  one  of  their  palaces.  The  founder,  it  may  be  prefumed, 
was  not  an  unfrequent  guefl  at  the  abbey,  which  became  the  place  of  his  fepulture. 
His  funeral  was  attended  by  King  Stephen11,  William,  Earl  of  Warren,  and  four 
other  earls.  King  Stephen  was  at  Reading  in  1 140.  The  next  year  his  opponent, 
the  Emprefs  Maud,  was  received  there  with  diflinguilhed  honours  \ 


q Afierius.  r Ibid.  ' Sax.  Chron.  1 Sim.  Dunelm.  William  of  Malmfbury, 

and  King  Henry’s  Charter.  u Holinfhed.  x See  Coates’s  Hiltory  of  Reading,  from  which 

all  the  hiltorical  facts,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  the  town,  collected  by  him  with  much  diligence, 
are  taken,  urtlefs  other  authority  is  quoted. 
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In  1153,  Reading  Caftle,  which  had  been  held  by  King  Stephen,  was  given  up 
to  Henry  II.  then  duke  of  Normandy,  purfuant  to  an  agreement  made  before  the 
walls  of  Wallingford y.  It  is  faid  that  the  caftle  was  then  wholly  demoliftied. 
No  traces  of  it  remained,  even  in  Leland’s  time,  excepting  in  the  name  of  a 
ftreet z. 

King  Henry  II.  was  prefent  in  1 163,  at  a Angle  combat,  fought  between  Henry 
de  Effex,  hereditary  ftandard-bearer  to  the  king,  and  Robert  de  Montfort.  Effex, 
who  had  been  accufed  by  his  opponent,  of  cowardly  abandoning  the  royal  banner, 
upon  a falfe  rumour  of  the  king’s  being  flain,  or  taken  in  a battle  with  the  Welfh, 
was  vanquifhed,  and  left  on  the  field  as  dead  ; but  he  recovered,  and  affirmed  the 
habit  of  religion  in  Reading  abbey,  his  lands  being  forfeited  to  the  crown.  In 
1 1 64,  the  king  was  prefent  at  the  dedication  of  the  abbey  church : he  kept  his 
Whitfuntide  at  Reading  in  1 175,  and  his  Eafter  in  1 177  : in  1 184,  he  was  prefent 
at  a convocation  there,  in  which  Baldwin  was  eledled  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
In  1185,  he  went  thither  to  meet  Heraclius,  Patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  and  he  was 
there  again  the  following  year.  King  Richard  I.  held  a parliament  at  Reading, 
in  1191. 

When  the  ftudents  of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  were  driven  away  from  that  place 
by  the  cruelty  of  King  John’s  officers,  many  of  them  fettled  for  a time  at  Reading, 
that  they  might  purfue  their  ftudies  unmolefted3.  In  1212,  the  pope’s  legate  held 
a council  there,  for  the  purpofe  of  endeavouring  to  effect  a reconciliation  between 
King  John  and  the  exiled  bifhops.  In  1213,  the  king  met  the  legate  and  barons 
at  Reading5,  and  held  a parliament : he  was  there  again  in  1214  and  1216.  King 
Henry  III.  was  at  Reading  in  1226  : the  next  year  he  kept  the  feftival  of  Ghriftmas 
there:  he  was  there  again  in  1238.  In  1241,  he  held  a parliament  at  Reading, 
when  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  took  a folemn  leave,  previoufty  to  his  going  to 
the  holy-land c.  The  king  was  at  Reading  in  « 244,  1248,  and  1259.  In  1263, 
he  held  a parliament  in  the  refectory  of  the  abbey d. 

King  Edward  II.  was  at  Reading  in  1314,  when  his  officers  feized  23  quarters 
of  oats,  belonging  to  Nicholas  At-Qke,  of  Stratfield-Mortimer,  for  the  king’s 
chickens,  and  as  much  litter  as  was  valued  at  13s.  which  he  had  provided  for  the 
reception  of  his  landlord,  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David’s.  O11  a petition  to  parliament, 

y Holinlhed.  z There  can  be  little  doubt,  but  that  the  old  county  gaol,  in  Caftle-Street, 

occupied  the  fite  of  the  caftle  ; and  that  the  lancet  windows  and  round  arches,  difcovered  upon  pulling 
down  the  building  in  1798,  were  part  of  the  original  ftrubture.  Mr.  Coates  feemb  to  give  too  much 
weight  to  Hearne’s  conjedture.  See  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  145.  a Holinflied. 

b Mat.  Paris.  c Kennel’s  Parochial  Antiquities.  d Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentary. 

U u 

c 


VOL.  I. 


fatisfadlion 


BERKSHIRE. 


33° 

fatisfadtion  was  ordered  to  be  made  to  the  owner,  the  officers  having  refufed  to  pay 
either  for  the  litter  or  com  : the  oats  were  valued  at  3I.  t is.  4dc. 

In  1346,  a great  tournament  was  held  at  Reading.  In  1359,  John  of  Gaunt 
was  married  in  the  abbey  to  Blanch  Plantagenet,  daughter  of  Henry,  duke  of 
Lancafter.  In  1384,  King  Richard  II.  and  his  nobles,  being  affembled  at  Reading, 
together  -with  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  London,  John  Northampton,  late  mayor 
of  that  city,  was  convidted  before  them  of  feditious  practices,  and  fentenced  to  per- 
petual imprifonment.  In  1389,  a great  council  was  held  at  Reading,  at  which  the 
king  and  his  barons  were  reconciled  by  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancafter.  Parlia- 
ments were  held  at  Reading  in  1440  and  1451  : the  parliament  was  adjourned 
from  Weftminfter  to  Reading  in  1452,  on  account  of  the  plague.  King 
Edward  IV’s  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  Lady  Grey,  having  been  kept  fecret  for 
feveral  months,  was  firft  openly  acknowledged  at  Reading  in  1464,  on  which 
occafion  fhe  made  her  public  appearance  at  the  abbey,  being  condudted  thither  by 
the  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  and  the  Earl  of  Warwick.  In  1466,  the  parliament  was 
again  adjourned  to  Reading,  on  account  of  the  plague. 

King  Henry  VIII.  was  at  Reading  in  1509  and  1526/and  his  queen,  Catharine 
of  Arragon,  in  1529 ; the  king  was  there  again  in  1541,  the  diffolved  abbey 
being  then  one  of  his  own  palaces.  King  Edward  VI.  was  at  Reading  in  1552  : it 
being  his  firft  vifit  to  the  town,  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  who  met  his  Majefty  on 
his  arrival  at  Coley-Crofs,  prefented  him  with  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  the  mayor 
rode  before  him,  bare-headed,  to  the  palace.  Philip  and  Mary  came  to  Reading  in 
1554,  and  were  met  by  the  corporation  and  principal  inhabitants:  the  fame 
ceremony,  and  the  fame  prefent  were  repeated.  Queen  Elizabeth  feveral  times 
vifited  her  palace  at  Reading;  Ihe  was  there  in  the  years  1568,  1572,  1575, 
1592,  1602,  and  in  1603,  not  long  before  her  death : her  Majefty  had  a pew  in 
St.  Lawrence’s  church.  King  James  paffed  through  Reading  in  1612  ; his  queen, 
Anne  of  Denmark,  was  there  the  following  year. 

Michaelmas  term,  in  1625,  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  was  kept  at 
Reading,  on  account  of  the  plague  then  raging  in  London : the  High  Court  of 
Chancery,  the  courts  of  King’s-Bench  and  Common-Pleas,  of  Wards  and  Liveries, 
and  the  court  of  Requefts,  were  held  in  the  great  hall,  and  other  parts  of  Reading 
abbey,  which  was  then  going  to  decay  : the  court  of  Exchequer  was  in  the  town- 
hall,  the  court  of  Augmentations  in  the  fchool-houfe.  The  lord-keeper  lodged  at 
Sir  Edward  Clark’s ; the  lord-treafurer  and  attorney-general  at  the  Friars,  and 
moft  of  the  judges  at  the  Bear  Inn. 
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In  the  month  of'OClober,  1642,  Reading  was  one  of  the  parliamentary  ganifons, 
and  is  defcribed  as  being  well  fortified,  but  wanting  ordnance  : upon  the  approach 
of  a party  of  the  king’s  horfe,  on  the  firft  of  the  following  month,  Harry  Marten, 
the  governor,  quitted  the  town,  and  fled  with  his  garrifon.  On  the  fourth,  King 
Charles  came  himfelf  to  Reading,  whence  he  advanced  towards  London  ■>  after 
the  battle  of  Brentford,  he  returned  thither  on  the  1 9th : . after  ten  days  Ray  at 
Reading,  he  marched  to  Oxford,  having  appointed  Sir  Arthur  Afton  governor, 
with  a garrifon  of  2000  foot,  and  a regiment  of  horfe. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1643,  the  Earl  of  Effex  marched  from  Windfor  to  the 
fiege  of  Reading ; the  earl  took  his  pod  at  a knight’s  houfe,  about  a mile  from 
the  town,  on  the  fouth-weft,  (fuppofed  to  have  been  Sir  John  Blagrave’s,  at  South- 
cote),  and  began  to  batter  one  of  the  outworks  of  the  garrifon,  at  a place  called 
Harrifon’s  bam,  on  the  Newbury  fide  of  the  town : the  chief  management  of  the 
fiege  was  entrufted  to  General  Skippon : the  parliamentary  army  made  entrench- 
ments towards  the  Oxford  road.  The  king  had  a fortified  poll  at  Maple-Durham, 
and  another  at  Caverfham,  on  the  Oxfordlhire  fide  of  the  river,  both  of  which  were 
taken  by  the  befiegers  ; from  Caverlham,  which  commanded  the  town,  they  beat 
down  a fteepie,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  St.  Giles,  where  the  garrifon  had  placed 
fome  ordnance.  Within  a week  after  the  commencement  of  the  fiege,  Sir  Arthur 
Afton,  the  governor,  was  wounded  on  the  head  by  a tile,  and  fo  far  incapacitated 
that  the  management  of  the  garrifon  devolved  on  the  lieutenant-governor,  Colonel 
Fielding,  who,  on  the  25th,  hung  out  a flag  for  a parley.  The  town  capitulated 
on  the  27th ; and  it  was  agreed,  that  a poll  fhould  be  opened  on  the  Newbury 
fide,  for  the  lord-general  to  march  into  the  town : had  the  garrifon  held  out  a day 
longer,  it  would  have  been  relieved,  for  the  king  was  then  at  hand,  with  his  army ; 
but  the  accounts  of  both  parties  agree,  that  the  treaty  for  capitulation  had  begun 
before  the  king’s  approach  was  known.  Col.  Fielding  was  tried  for  the  furrender, 
and  condemned  to  lofe  his  head,  but  was  afterwards  pardoned  : Lord  Clarendon 
declares  it  as  his  opinion,  that  there  was  no  proof  againft  him,  either  of  cowardice, 
or  of  treafonable  correfpondence  with  the  enemy  ; but  he  never  recovered  the  im- 
putation, or  was  entrufted  with  any  command.  With  refpeO  to  the  practicability 
of  defence,  the  accounts  differ  widely  ; Lord  Clarendon  fays,  that  the  fortifications 
were  too  mean  to  endure  a regular  fiege : the  parliamentary  writers  reprefent  the 
town  as  ftrongly  fortified,  particularly  Vicars,  who  fays  that  people  wondered  at  its 
furrender  ; the  trenches  about  the  town  being  fo  deep  and  wide,  the  works  fo  fub- 
ftantially  made,  the  palifadoes  round  them  fo  firmly  fixed,  that  it  was  thought  5000 
men  could  fcarcely  have  taken  it  by  ftorm.  The  chief  forts  were  placed  to  guard 
the  principal  approaches  to  the  town ; one  at  the  Forbery,  another  at  the  end  of 
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Pangbourn-lane,  and  a third  at  Harrifon’s-barn,  near  the  road  to  Newbury.  The 
only  remains  of  fortifications  now  to  be  feen  are  the  high  rampart,  forming  a horn- 
work,  which  ends  at  Forbery-hill,  and  fome  earth-works  near  the  end  of  Caftle- 
Street,  fuppofed  to  be  the  file  of  what  was  called  “ the  invincible  fort,  at 
Harrifon’s-barn.” 

The  accounts  of  the  lofs  on  each  fide,  during  the  fiege,  differ  much : the 
befiegers  are  faid  to  have  loft  only  40  men  : the  lofs  of  the  garrifon  is  varioufly 
reported  : the  parifh  regifter  of  St.  Giles’s  and  St.  Mary’s  being  defective  at  that 
period,  the  real  lofs  cannot  well  be  afcertained  : at  St.  Lawrence’s  nine  foldiers 
only  were  buried.  During  the  fiege,  a fervant  of  Sir  Lewis  Dyve  fwam  acrofs  the 
Thames,  backwards  and  forwards,  to  give  intelligence  to  the  garrifon,  but  was 
taken  on  his  return.  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  the  Hudibras  of  Butler,  was  in  the  par- 
liamentary army,  and  wrote  a journal  of  the  fiege  *.  The  Earl  of  Effex  continued 
at  Reading  till  the  26th  of  May,  when  he  went  for  fome  days  to  Lord  Craven’s 
houfe  at  Caverfham,  then  in  poffeflion  of  the  parliament. 

After  the  firft  battle  of  Newbury,  which  happened  in  the  month  of  September 
that  year,  Effex  marched  to  Reading,  where  he  halted  two  days  with  his  army, 
and  then  quitted  the  town  to  the  king’s  forces,  upon  which  it  was  again  made  a 
royal  garrifon,  3000  foot  and  500  horfe  being  left  for  its  defence,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Jacob  Aftley ; who,  for  his  good  conduft  as  governor  there,  was 
created  Baron  Aftley,  of  Reading.  On  the  16th  of  May,  1644,  the  king  marched 
with  his  army  to  Reading,  and  made  Coley-houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Vachells,  his 
head-quarters  for  three  days.  During  this  fhort  flay,  he  caufed  the  works  to  be 
demolifhed  : he  then  evacuated  the  town,  and  it  was  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  Earl 
of  Effex,  who  immediately  fent  fome  troops  thither  for  that  purpofe. 

The  Earl  of  Manchefter  was  at  Reading  with  his  army  Sept.  8,  1644.  On 
the  15th  of  the  next  month,  Cromwell  came  thither  with  his  regiment  of  horfe.. 
On  the  1 7th  the  Earl  of  Manchefter  marched  from  Reading  to  Aldermafton.  On 
the  23d  of  November  fome  of  the  parliamentary  army  took  up  their  quarters  in 
the  town,  but  they  feem  to  have  had  no  regular  garrifon  there.  On  the  24th  of 
December,  Major  Crauford  marched  from  Reading,  with  4000  horfe  and  foot,  and 
took  a fupply  of  provifions  to  Abingdon.  General  Skippon  was  at  Reading  with 
his  army.  May  17th,  1645.  In  the  month  of  January,  1646,  Reading  was  gar- 
rifoned  for  the  parliament ; on  the  19th  orders  were  iffued  for  martial  law.  In  the 
month  of  April  following,  Barkftead,  the  regicide,  was  governor  of  the  garrifon. 
The  parliamentary  army  under  the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  had  their  head- 
quarters at  Reading,  July  3,  1647.  Reading  having  been  fo  long  a garrifon  town, 
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and  fo  frequently  the  head-quarters  of  one  of  the  contending  parties,  the  inhabitants 
were  almoft  ruined  by  the  heavy  contributions,  to  which  they  were  from  time  to 
time  fubjeft. 

When  Charles  II.  and  his  queen  paffed  through  Reading,  in  1 663,  the  corpo- 
ration prefented  his  Majefty  with  50  pieces  of  gold,  the  queen  with  30  ; the  fees  to 
their  fervants  amounted  to  37I.  6s.  In  1687,  James  II.  paffed  through  the  town 
on  his  road  to  Salifbury.  In  1688,  a fkirmiffi  happened  at  Reading,  in  which  fell 
the  only  officer  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  army,  who  lofc  his  life  in  the  expedition, 
which  effected  the  happy  revolution  of  that  year.  King  James’s  army,  confiding 
of  fome  Iriffi  and  Scotch  regiments,  had  been  quartered  at  Reading,  and  had. 
quitted  it  on  hearing  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  advancing  with  the  main  body 
of  his  army.  The  inhabitants,  immediately  on  their  departure,  invited  the  prince 
to  take  poffieffion  of  the  town,  and  fecure  them  from  the  Iriffi,  of  which  nation  the 
king’s  army  was  then  chiefly  compofed,  and  of  whom  they,  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom,  feemed  to  have  entertained  a great  dread.  The  king’s  army 
having  received  intelligence,  that  it  was  only  a detachment  from  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  that  had  advanced  to  Newbury,  returned  to  Reading,  and  polled  fome 
Iriffi  dragoons  to  defend  the  bridge  ; the  Scotch  were  drawn  up  in  the  market-place, 
when  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  troops  entered  the  town,  a flight  fkirmiffi  enfued,  and 
a few  lives  were  loft,  but  the  king’s  troops  foon  fled  with  precipitation,  and  left  the 
town  in  poffeffion  of  their  opponents g.  This  affair  became  the  fubjeft  of  a ballad, 
called  the  “ Reading-Skirmifh,  or  the  bloody  Iriffi,  routed  by  the  victorious  Dutch.” 
The  anniverfary  of  the  Reading  fight  is  ftill  commemorated  by  bell-ringing  in  the 
three  pariffies.  In  the  year  1700,  Queen  Anne  making  her  firft  progrefs  through 
the  town,  was  met  by  the  corporation  in  flate,  and  prefented  with  40  broad  pieces 
of  gold  in  a new  purfe. 

It  has  been  already  curfofily  mentioned,  that  King  Henry  I.  founded  Reading 
Abbey  in  1 12 1,  and  that  the  building  was  completed  in  1 124.  The  great  church 
was  built  feveral  years  afterwards,  and  was  confecrated  by  Ai'chbiffiop  Becket  in 
1164.  The  abbey  was  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St. 
John  the  Evangelift.  The  monks  were  of  the  Benedictine  order,  and  their  number 
is  faid  to  have  been  originally  200,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  exceeded  half 
that  number  at  any  fubfequent  period.  Reading  was  made  one  of  the  mitred 
abbeys,  and  endowed  by  the  founder,  with  the  town  and  manor  of  Reading,  and 
all  the  lands  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  monafteries  of  Reading,  Cholfey, 
and  Leominfter,  then  fome  time  fince  deftroyed  ; he  gave  them  alfo  the  privilege  of 
having  a mint  and  mint-mafter  at  Reading.  Ample  donations  were  bellowed  ons 


c Kennet’s  Hillory, 


the 


BERKSHIRE. 


33J 

the  convent  by  fucceeding  monarchs  and  other  benefa&ors,  till  it  became  one  of 
the  richelt  monafteries  in  the  kingdom.  Its  revenues,  at  the  time  of  the  diffolution, 
were  eftimated  at  1 93 81.  13s.  3fd.  clear  yearly  income,  which  according  to  the 
prefent  value  of  money,  is  at  leafl  2o,ocol.  per  annum.  As  a proof  of  the  fplendor 
of  its  eflablifhment,  it  appears  that  in  Abbot  Quaplode’s  time,  about  the  year  1305, 
when  great  economy  was  thought  neceffary  to  be  adopted,  on  account  of  the  monaf- 
tery  being  then  in  debt,  and  a reduction  of  their  houfehold  was  refolved  on,  37 
fervants  were  retained. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  feveral  parliaments  were  held  in  this  abbey, 
in  the  great  hall  or  refedory,  as  it  is  fuppofed.  Two  ecclefiaftical  councils  were  held 
here  alfo,  one  appointed  by  Cardinal  Pandulph,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  for 
fettling  the  differences  between  him  and  the  exiled  bifhops,  the  other  by  Archbifhop 
Peckham,  in  1279.  At  this  council,  feveral  ecclefiaftical  ftatutes  were  ordained, 
and  fome  particular  conftitutions  made  for  fupporting  the  privileges  of  the  univerfity 
of  Oxford. 

The  founder,  King  Henry  I.  and  his  fecond  Queen  Adeliza,  were  buried  in  the 
conventual  church  at  Reading,  where  alfo  were  interred,  fome  of  the  younger 
branches  of  the  houfe  of  Plantagenet.  The  coffin  of  ' the  royal  founder  was  fup- 
pofed to  have  been  difcovered  in  digging  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  houfe  of 
corredion,  in  1785,  but  Mr.  Coates,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Reading,  gives  good  reafons 
why  it  could  not  have  contained  the  remains  of  that  monarch.  In  the -year  1397, 
when  King  Richard  II.  granted  the  monks  a confirmation  of  their  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges, he  made  it  the  condition  of  their  charter,  that  they  Ihould  within  one  year 
from  that  time,  handfomely  repair  the  tomb  and  Itatue  of  their  founder h. 

. Reading  Abbey  was  diffolved  in  1539.  Hugh  Cook,  alias  Faringdon,  although 
reported  by  Dr.  London,  one  of  the  commiffioners,  to  have  been  as  conformable 
as  any  man  in  the  kingdom,  and  though  it  is  faid  that  he  had  expreffed  fentiments 
which  would  not  lead  one  to  fuppofe  that  he  would  have  been  very  obftinate  in  re- 
fufing  to  acknowlege  the  king’s  fupremacy,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  he  either  did  fo, 
or  committed  fome  other  a&,  which  was  then  deemed  treafonable,  for  on  the 
fourteenth  of  November,  in  the  fame  year  that  the  abbey  was  furrendered,  he  was 
hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  at  Reading,  with  two  of  his  monks. 

After  the  reformation,  Reading  Abbey  was  kept  by  the  king  in  his  own  hands, 
and  committed  to  the  care  of  Thomas  Vachell  efq.  In  1550,  King  Edward  VI. 
granted  it  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet.  Queen  Mary,  in  the  firft  year  of  her  reign, 
appointed  Sir  Francis  Englefield,  keeper  of  the  abbey,  manor,  park,  &c.  and  the 
feme  year  granted  the  fits  of  the  abbey  to  Sir  Henry  Jerningham,  mailer  of  her 
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houfehold.  Queen  Elizabeth  kept  the  abbey  in  her  own  hands.  King  James  L 
fettled  it  on  his  queen,  and  appointed  a keeper  of  the  houfe,  with  a lalary  of  20 1. 
per  annum , and  a keeper  of  the  ftables,  with  a falary  of  12I.  13s.  4d.  It  was  at 
this  time,  that  Camden,  fpeaking  of  Reading,  fays  “ this  monaftery  is  now  turned 
into  a palace,  with  a fine  range  of  {tables  adjoining,  furnifhed  with  excellent  horfes 
for  the  king’s  ufe.”  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  abbot’s  {tables  were  not  contemp- 
tible, for  among  the  fervants  retained  for  the  monaftery,  upon  the  reduced  efta- 
bliftunent  in  Abbot  Quaplode’s  time,  appears  a matter  of  the  horfe,  the  abbot’s 
huntfman,  his  palfry-keeper,  and  a page  under  him.  After  the  death  of  Anne  of 
Denmark,  King  James’s  Queen,  Reading  was  fettled  on  Charles  I.  then  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  about  this  time  it  ceafed  to  be  a Royal  refidence.  It  may  be  obferved, 
that  when  King  Charles  occafionally  vifited  Reading,  during  the  civil  war,  he 
took  up  his  quarters  at  Caverlham,  Coley-houfe,  or  fome  other  manfion  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  repairs  of  the  abbey  having  been 
for  fome  time  negledled,  it  was  not  then  fit  for  his  accommodation,  indeed  it  is 
faid  that  the  buildings  were  much  decayed  at  the  time  that  the  courts  of  law  were 
held  there  in  1625. 

The  materials  of  fuch  parts  of  this  princely  ftrudlure,  as  were  not  wanted  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  court,  began  to  be  carried  away  piece-meal  very  foon 
after  the  reformation.  In  1 550,  the  timber-work  of  the  ceiling  of  the  conventual 
church,  and  21  loads  of  other  timber,  were  purchafed  by  the  inhabitants  of  St. 
Mary’s  parilh,  who  were  then  rebuilding  their  church.  Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter 
gives  the  corporation  liberty  to  dig  and  carry  away  200  loads  of  free-fione  from 
the  ruins  of  the  abbey.  During  the  civil  war,  what  remained  of  the  abbey  church, 
was  ftill  further  dilapidated  ; the  ruins  of  the  north  tranfept  were  then  blown  up. 

The  Knollys  family  refided  in  the  Abbey-Houfe  during  the  civil  war.  Sir  Francis 
Knollys  and  his  fon  were  burgefies  for  Reading,  in  the  parliament  of  1642.  The 
fon  died  that  year  at  Reading,  whilft  the  Earl  of  Effex  was  in  poffeftion  of  the  town. 
Capt.  Symonds,  who  was  at  Reading  in  1644,  defcribed  the  diningroom  at  the 
Abbey-Houfe,  as  having  the  arms  and  initials  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  whofe  re- 
ception it  is  probable  it  was  fitted  up.  When  the  parliamentary*  furvey  was 
taken  in  1650,  the  Abbey-Houfe  was  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Knollys  efq. 
The  furvey  defcribes  it,  as  confiding  of  a hall,  parlour,  and  dining-room,  ten 
,chambers,  a garret,  with  a large  gallery,  and  other  fmall  rooms ; by  which  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  more  fuitable  for  the  refidence  of  a private  family,  than  that  of 
a court.  The  great  hall  of  the  monaftery  is  defcribed  as  then  remaining  “ with  a 
very  large  cellar  under  the  faid  hall,  arched,”  the  ruins  of  an  old  large  chapel  are 
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defcribed  alfo,  and  of  a kitchen  and  other  rooms,  all  fit  to  be  deftroyed,  and  the 
materials  are  valued  at  200I.  It  is  probable  that  the  greater  part  of  thefe  buildings  j 
were  foon  afterwards  taken  down.  The  crypt  only  of  the  great  hall  now  remains. 
In  a garden,  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Bellafyfe,  are  the  walls  of  a large  room,  72 
feet  by  38,  which  Sir  Henry  Englefield  fuppofes  to  have  been  the  refeftory,  the 
arches  in  the  upper  part  of  the  walls,  which  are  circular,  have  efcaped  the 
general  havock  which  has  been  made  of  the  materials  of  this  magnificent 
ftrudture,  and  are  the  only  remaining  fpecimens  of  the  original  ftyle  of  the 
building. 

Sir  H.  Englefield,  fpeaking  of  the  prefent  appearance  of  the  ruins,  juftly  obferves 
that,  “ ftript  by  deftroyers  of  more  than  ordinary  patience  and  induftry,  of  almoft 
every  Hone  which  cafed  the  walls,  they  flill,  though  built  only  of  fmall  flints,  defy 
the  injuries  of  time  and  weather,  and  have  more  the  appearance  of  rocks  than  the 
work  of  human  hands.”  Some  of  the  (tones  were  removed  not  many  years  ago, 
to  the  feat  of  the  late  Marlhal  Conway,  who  ufed  them,  in  building  a bridge  over 
the  road  from  Henley  to  Wargrave.  The  abbey  mills  remain  nearly  entire,  and 
exhibit  feveral  fmall  circular  arches,  which  appear  to  be  coeval  with  the  foundation 
of  the  monaftery.  The  gate-way  of  the  abbey,  leading  to  the  Forbury,  is  not  of 
very  ancient  date. 

The  fite  of  Reading  Abbey  was  granted,  in  1661,  to  Sir  Thomas  Clarges,  who 
fold  it  to  John  Dalby  and  Anthony  Blagrave.  Mr.  Dalby’s  (hare  was  purchafed 
of  that  family,  by  the  late  Henry  Vanfittart  efq.  who  was  unfortunately  lofl  in  the 
Aurora  frigate,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  grandfon,  a minor.  The  other  lhare 
is  frill  in  the  Blagrave  family. 

It  appears  by  a record  of  the  reign  of  King  John,  bearing  date  1205,  that  there 
was  then  a nunnery  at  Reading,  but  nothing  is  certainly  known,  either  of  its  foun- 
dation, its  abolition,  or  its  fite.  It  appears  by  the  record,  that  it  was  under  the 
government  of  a priorefs.  It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  it  (food  where  St.  Mary’s 
Church  now  is.  William  of  Malmfbury,  as  quoted  by  Dugdale,  .fays  that  the 
ancient  abbey,  which  had  been  deftroyed  many  years  before  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 
was  originally  a houfe  of  nuns. 

The  Friars-Minors,  Francifcan,  or  Grey-Friars,  having  obtained  the  papal  autho- 
rity, and  a royal  licence,  fettled  themfelves  at  Reading,  in  1233,  much  againft  the 
will  of  the  abbot  k.  He  permitted  them,  neverthelefs  to  build  their  convent  on  a 
piece  of  wafte  ground,  leading  to  Caverfham-bridge,  which  being  in  a marfhy 
fituation,  and  fubjedt  to  floods,  it  was,  with  much  (olicitation,  that  he  was  prevailed 
on,  in  1285,  to  grant  them  a new  fite  nearer  the  town,  at  the  weft-end  of  what  is 


k See  the  Chronicle  of  Dunftaple. 
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now  called  Friar-Street ; both  grants  were  upon  very  hard  terras,  for  they  were 
not  allowed  to  acquire  any  property,  or  folicit  any  donations,  but  might  accept 
what  was  gratuitoufly  bellowed  on  them.  The  building  of  the  convent  went  on 
flowly,  as  may-  be  fuppofed  from  the  poverty  of  its  inhabitants.  Robert  de  Lacy, 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  in  1306  gave  them  56  oaks,  out  of  his  wood  of  Alhridge,  in 
Windfor  forefl.  It  is  probable  that  this  was  for  the  roof  of  the  conventual  church. 
The  building  was  not  completed  in  1311,  for  Alan  de  Banbury,  who  died  that 
year,  left  a benefaCtion  of  five  (hillings  towards  it. 

The  houfe  of  the  Grey-Friars  in  Reading  was  furrendered  to  King  Henry  VIII. 
in  1539.  The  warden  petitioned  that  he  and  his  brethren,  being  aged  men,  might 
be  permitted  to  occupy  their  lodgings  during  life ; but  his  fait  was  rejected,  and  the 
houfe  granted  in  1540  to  Robert  Stanlhaw,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  privy 
chamber,  from  whom  it  palled  to  the  Vachells  : it  is  now  the  property  of  John 
Haycock  efq.  The  corporation  of  Reading  were  more  fortunate  in  their  appli- 
cation for  the  conventual  church,  which  they  wanted  for  a town-hall ; it  was  granted 
them  for  that  purpofe  in  1543.  Having  obtained  the  prefent  town-hall,  by  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  charter,  in  1560,  the  church  of  the  grey-friars  was  converted  into 
a hofpital  or  work-houfe,  and  afterwards,  in  1613,  into  tPhoufe  of  correction.  It 
was  let  many  years  for  that  purpofe,  before  the  building  of  the  new  gaol  and 
bridewell,  at  the  rent  of  20I.  per  annum,  to  the  jultices  of  the  county.  The  fouth. 
tranfept  now  ferves  as  a houfe  of  correction  for  the  town.  The  walls  of  rhe  church 
are  (till  entire:  the  roof  of  the  nave,  which  is  divided  from  two  narrow  aides  by 
cluttered  columns  and  pointed  arches,  remained  in  1786;  it  is  now  open  to  the 
air  : the  length  of  the  church  is  66  feet. 

The  corporation  of  Reading  was  originally  a gild,  which  exilted,  as  it  is  faid,  before 
the  foundation  of  the  abbey,  claiming  a charter  from  King  Edward  the  ConfelTor. 
The  townfmen  had  frequent  difputes  with  the  abbots  ; about  the  extent  of  their 
privileges,  but  they  always  ended  in  the  acknowledgment  of  a paramount  autho- 
rity, on  the  part  of  the  abbots ; who,  by  virtue  of  King  Henry  the  Firlt’s  charter, 
enjoyed  the  fame  right  of  control  over  the  town;  which,  before  the  foundation  of 
the  abbey,  was  veiled  in  the  crown.  The  members  of  the  gild  were  called  burgelfes, 
as  early  as  the  year  1 254,  when  the  right  of  the  abbots,  to  eleCt  a mailer  or  warden 
out  of  three  burgelfes,  prefented  by  the  gild,  was  recognized.  The  preceding 
year  King  Henry  III.  had  granted  the  gild  a charter  of  privileges  and  exemptions. 
In  1351  the  mailer  was  called  mayor;  the  number  of  burgelfes  was  indefinite: 
among  other  privileges  which  they  enjoyed,  was  that  of  keeping  fwans  on  the 
Thames  and.  Kennet.  King  Henry  VII.  in  1487,  enlarged  their  authority,  and 
veiled  in  them  a fuperintendance  over  the  inhabitants  in  general,  particularly  the 
manufacturers  of  cloth. 
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After  the  diffolution  of  the  abbey,  King  Henry  VIII.  granted  a new  charter  to- 
the  town,  by  which  the  mayor  and  burgeffes  were  made  a body  corporate,  with 
power  of  ele&ing  new  burgeffes  out  of  the  trading  inhabitants,  and  of  electing  a 
mayor  annually  from  among  the  moft  difcreet  of  the  burgeffes.  By  Queen  Eliza- 
beth’s charter  of  1562,  the  corporation  was  to  confift  of  a mayor,  nine  capital 
burgeffes,  twelve  fecondary  burgeffes,  a fteward,  two  cofferers,  two  or  more  fer- 
jeants  at  mace,  and  a clerk  of  the  market.  King  Charles  I.  in  1638  changed  the 
ftyle  of  the  corporation  to  that  of  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgeffes,  the  number  of 
aldermen  to  be  thirteen,  including  the  mayor,  with  twelve  affiftants.  The  officers 
under  this  charter,  wrere  a ileward,  two  chamberlains,  and  three  ferjeants  at  mace  : 
under  the  fame  charter,  the  mayor  and  his  deputy,  the  late  mayor,  the  fenior 
alderman,  the  biffiop  of  Salifbury,  and  his  chancellor,  are  juftices  of  the  peace  for 
the  borough,  and  have  the  power  of  holding  a feffions  and  court  of  record.  The 
firft  charter  of  King  Charles  II.  adds  a recorder  to  the  officers ; in  a fubfequent 
charter  of  the  fame  monarch,  the  town-clerk,  who  had  been  an  ancient  officer  of 
the  corporation,  is  firff  recognized  ; this  charter  extends  their  licence  of  mortmain, 
which  before  had  not  exceeded  500I.  per  annum , to  ioool.  per  annum.  The  charter 
of  King  Charles  I.  is  that  under  which  the  corporation  now  a£t ; but  it  is  in  fome 
inflances  departed  from,  under  the  authority  of  his  fucceffors’  charters.  The  corpo- 
ration hold  feffions  four  times  in  the  year,  and  a weekly  court  for  the  trial  of  fmalL 
offences. 

Reading  claims  to  be  a borough  by  prefcription,  having  fent  reprefentatives  to 
parliament  from  the  time  of  the  earlieft  records.  The  right  of  election  was,  in 
1708,  adjudged  to  be  in  the  freemen  not  receiving  alms,  and  the  inhabitants  paying 
fcot  and  lot : in  1716,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  right  of  election  was  in  the  inhabi- 
tants only,  paving  fcot  and  lot : Mr.  Coates  obferves,  that  the  number  of  votes  is 
eftimated  at  560. 

When  the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  29  houfes  only  were  recorded,  as 
paying  tax  to  the  king  at  Reading,  which  was  then  far  from  being  one  of  the  moft 
populous  towns  in  the  county.  After  the  foundation  of  the  abbey,  the  frequent 
refort  of  the  court  thither,  and,  at  a later  period,  the  introdu&ion  of  the  clothing 
manufa&ure,  much  contributed  to  increafe  its  population.  According  to  an  account 
taken  by  order  of  Cardinal  Pole1,  in  1555,  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  all  de- 
fcriptions  in  Reading  was  then  2500,  of  which  850  were  in  St.  Lawrence’s  pariffi, 
600  in  St.  Giles’s,  and  500  in  St.  Mary’s;  Rocque,  in  1761,  calculates  the  total 
number  in  the  three  pariffies  at  8000 ; Mr.  Pearce,  in  his  Agricultural  Survey  of 
Berkffiire,  in  1794,  eftimates  them  at  8500.  By  the  returns  made  to  parliament  in 

1801. 


* In  the  Bodleian  Library. 
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1801,  under  the  Population  Aft,  it  appears  there  were  then  in  St.  Lawrence’s 
parifh,  3170  inhabitants  ; in  St.  Giles’s,  3416  ; and  in  St.  Mary’s,  3156 ; making, 
in  the  whole,  9742.  The  increafed  population  of  late  years  may  be  attributed  to 
the  great  influx  of  trade,  occafioned  by  its  improved  communication,  by  water,  both 
with  the  metropolis  and  the  great  towns  in  the  weft.  The  town  is  divided  into  five 
wards,  called  the  High-Ward,  New-Ward,  Minfter-Ward,  Old-Ward,  and  London- 
Ward,  for  each  of  which  a conftable  is  appointed. 

The  fpring-affizes  for  the  county  have  been,  for  many  years,  held  at  Reading, 
and  the  fummer-aflizes  at  Abingdon;  it  feems  as  if,  previoufly  to  the  year  1689, 
both  aflizes  had  been  for  fome  time  held  at  this  town  m ; but,  at  an  earlier  period, 
there  is  proof  that  the  Lent-aflizes  were  fometiines  held  at  Abingdon ".  The 
Epiphany  feflions  for  the  county  are  held  at  Reading ; the  Michaelmas  feflions, 
either  at  Abingdon  or  Reading,  at  the  option  of  the  magiftrates. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  church  of  the  Grey-Friars,  having  been 
originally  granted  for  the  purpofe  of  a town-hall,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ufed  as 
fuch  till  after  Queen  Elizabeth’s  grant  of  St.  John’s  hofpital,  in  1560.  The 
upper  part  of  this  hofpital,  which  was  then  converted  into  a town-hall,  was  repaired 
in  1672,  principally  at  the  expence  of  John  Blagrave  efq.  In  1785  it  was  rebuilt, 
and  is  now  a very  handfome  room,  108  feet  in  length,  32  in  width,  and  24  in 
height.  Adjoining  to  it  is  a fpacious  council  chamber,  in  which  are,  among  others, 
the  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas  White,  founder  of  St.  John’s  college,  in  Oxford,  Arch- 
bifhop  Laud,  and  Mr.  John  Kendrick,  all  natives  of  Reading,  and  great  benefa&ors 
to  the  town.  There  are  portraits  alfo  of  Richard  Aldworth  efq.  anceflor  of  Lord 
Braybrooke,  who  was  founder  of  the  Blue-coat  fchool,  and  Sir  Thomas  Rich  barn 
a benefactor  to  that  charity. 

The  old  county  gaol,  which  flood  in  Caflle-Street,  feems  to  have  occupied  the 
fite  of  the  caflle,  which,  it  is  probable,  was  firfl  appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
prifoners  about  the  year  1314;  when,  upon  a petition,  prefented  to  parliament  by 
the  commonalty  of  Berks,  complaining  of  the  inconvenient  fituation  of  the  county- 
gaol,  then  at  Windfor,  a commiffion  was  appointed  to  inquire  where  it  might  be 
fixed,  fo  as  to  be  mofl  advantageous  to  the  king,  and  commodious  to  his  Berkfhire 
fubjeCls  °. 

The  prefent  county  gaol,  which  was  built  about  the  year  1793,  on  the  fite  of 
feme  of  the  abbey  buildings,  is  163  feet  6 inches  in  front,  and  137  feet  6 inches 
in  depth.  It  contains  a commodious  houfe  for  the  keeper,  a room  for  the  recep- 

n See  Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  461.  " See  p.  226  of  this  velume. 

* .See  Rolls  of  Parliament,  vol.  I.  p.  300. 
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tion  of  the  magiftrates,  a neat  chapel,  and  an  infirmary.  The  male  and  female 
prifoners  inhabit  each  a feparate  wing  of  the  building,  which  is  divided  into  feveral 
courts,  where  there  are  day  rooms  for  labour,  and  other  apartments.  There  are  a 
few  cells  for  the  refractory,  and  fome  for  the  purpofe  of  folitary  confinement.  The 
gate-houfe  of  the  monaftery  was,  before  the  charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  ufed  as  a 
compter  prifon.  It  has  been  mentioned  before,  that  the  church  of  the  Grey-Friars 
was,  for  many  years,  occupied  as  a houfe  of  correction  for  the  county,  before  the 
building  of  the  new  gaol  and  the  bridewell. 

Reading  has  had  a market  of  much  note,  from  time  immemorial.  It  is  a great 
mart  for  corn,  of  which  50,000  quarters  are  faid  to  be  fold  annually.  The  chief 
corn  market  is  on  Saturday.  The  Wednefday’s  market  is  chiefly  for  butchers’ 
meat,  and  other  provifions.  There  are  four  annual  fairs,  Feb.  2,  May  1,  July  25, 
and  Sept.  2 1 . Many  t’noufand  tons  of  cheefe  are  brought  to  the  September  fair, 
from  the  dairy  country,  and  fold  in  the  Forbery.  The  fair,  on  the  25th  of  July, 
(St.  James’s  day,)  was  granted  by  a charter  of  King  Henry  II.  The  founder 
granted  the  abbot  and  convent  a fair,  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Lawrence,  (Augufl:  10,) 
now  difufed.  A new  market-houfe  has  lately  been  built  for  the  fale"  of  butchers’ 
meat  and  vegetables. 

The  clothing  manufa&ure  is  faid  to  have  been  introduced  at  Reading  fo  early  a« 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  many  ftories  are  told  of  Thomas  Cole,  a rich  clothier 
of  that  period;  it  is  certain  that  it  flourifhed  in  this  town,  during  the  15th  and 
1 6th  centuries:  in  the  civil  war  it  fell  to  decay,  and  never  revived.  There 
is  now  no  manufacture  of  any  confequence  carried  on  at  Reading;  but  it  is  a place 
of  great  trade,  which  has  of  late  years  been  much  increafed  by  the  navigable  canal, 
brought  thither  from  Newbury.  There  are  feveral  excellent  wharfs  on  the  Kennet. 
The  principal  articles  of  exportation  are  hoops,  bark,  wool,  corn,  malt,  and  flour. 
The  malting  trade  is  very  extenfive,  and  it  is  faid  that  upwards  of  20,000  facks  of 
flour  are  fent  annually  to  the  metropolis.  The  high  bridge  over  the  Kennet  was  re- 
built in  1785  ; the  fame  year  the  town  was  paved  by  aCt  of  parliament.  The 
flreets  are,  for  the  moft  part,  fpacious  and  well  built. 

The  manor  of  Reading  was  given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  by  the  founder’s 
charter.  After  the  diflolution,  it  was  for  fome  time  in  the  crown,  was  fettled  on 
Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen  of  James  I.  as  part  of  her  jointure,  and,  after  her  death, 
on  Charles,  Prince  of  Wales ; wrho,  fome  years  after  he  came  to  the  throne p, 
granted  all  manerial  rights  and  privileges  appertaining  to  the  borough  to  the 
corporation. 

The  manor  of  Colley,  or  Coley,  was  at  an  early  period  in  the  Vachells,  an 
ancient  family,  who  appear  to  have  refided  at  Reading  as  early  as  the  year  1309. 


p Anno  1638. 
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John  Vachell  was  one  of  the  knights  of  the  (hire  in  1324  : his  grandfon,  or  great 
grandfon,  fettled  at  Coley  ; and  it  continued  in  his  defendants q till  the  death  of 
Tanfield  Vachell  efq.  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Reading,  which  happened  in  1705.  After  this,  Coley  came  by  purchafe  to  Colonel 
Thompfon,  whofe  daughter  brought  it  in  marriage  to  Sit*  Philip  Jennings  Clerk. 
It  became  afterwards,  by  purchafe,  the  property  of  William  Chamberlayne  efq. 
late  folicitor  to  the  treafury,  whofe  fon  has  lately  fold  it  to  John  Mac  Connell  efq. 
Coley-houfe,  the  family  feat  of  the  Vachells,  was  for  a few  days  the  refidence  of 
King  Charles  I.  during  the  civil  warr. 

The  manor  of  Whitley,  a confiderable  eflate  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles,  which 
had  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Reading,  was  granted  by  Queen  Mary  to  Sir  Francis 
Englefield  ; became  afterwards  the  property  of  the  Vachells ; was  included  in  Colonel 
Thompfon’s  purchafe  of  the  eflates  of  that  family,  and  has  from  him  defcended  to 
the  prefent  proprietor,  Mifs  Frances  Jennings. 

Whitley-Park  (the  abbot’s  park,  mentioned  by  Leland,  as  being  at  the  entrance 
of  Reading  town)  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Francis  Knollys.  It 
was  afterwards  a feat  of  the  Kendricks  ; William  Kendrick  efq.  of  Whitley,  was 
created  a baronet  in  1679  : the  title  is  extinft.  Whitley-Park  is  now  the  property 
of  Sir  William  Johnfon  bart. 

The  manor  of  South  cote,  a hamlet  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary,  has  belonged,  for 
more  than  two  centuries,  to  the  family  of  Blagrave.  The  manor-houfe  was  built  by 
John  Blagrave,  the  mathematician  : it  is  probable,  that  he  purchafed  the  manor  of  the 
Windfors,  who  pofleiTed  it  as  early  as  the  year  1 558  s.  At  a much  earlier  period 
it  feems  to  have  been  in  the  family  of  Belet.  Michael  Belet  had  free-warren  in 
Southcote  in  1338  During  the  civil  war,  Southcote  was  the  refidence  of  Sir  John 
Blagrave,  nephew  to  the  mathematician,  at  whofe  houfe  the  Earl  of  EfTex  is  fuppofed 
to  have  been  polled  on  his  advance  to  the  fiege  of  Reading.  Daniel  Blagrave,  his 
younger  brother,  reprefented  the  borough  of  Reading  in  parliament ; he  was  one 
of  the  judges  of  King  Charles  I.  and,  upon  the  Refloration,  fecured  his  fafety  by 
flight : the  family  is  now  extindl  in  the  male  line.  The  manor  and  manfion  of 
Southcote,  now  unoccupied,  are  the  property  of  John  Blagrave  efq.  of  Calcot,  in 
the  parifh  of  Tylehurfl,  who  married  a daughter  of  the  late  Anthony  Blagrave,  of 
Southcote,  the  lafl  heir  male  of  that  family.  Mr.  Blagrave,  of  Calcot,  was  the  fon 

, It  is  probable,  they  were  tenants  of  the  abbey  : after  the  diffolution,  (anno  1544),  Henry  VIII. 
granted  to  Thomas  Vachell  efq.  all  the  abbot  and  convent’s  lands  in  Coley,  of  which,  by  the  name  of 
the  manor  of  Coley,  he  is  ftated  to  have  died  feifed  in  1554.  The  defcendants  of  Mr.  Vachell 
removed,  after  the  fale  of  Coley,  to  Cambridgelhire  and  Northamptorilhire. 

' See  p.  332.  * Efch.  Ph,  and  Mary.  1 Cart.  12  Edw.  III. 
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of  Thomas  Blagrave  efq.  of  Watchfield,  in  Shrivenham,  and,  it  is  probable,  was 
defcended  from  a family  of  that  name,  who,  at  an  early  period,  poffeffed  the  manor 
of  Blagrave,  in  Lambourn.  The  Blagraves,  of  Southcote,  are  faid  to  have  been 
defcended  from  a Staffordlhire  family. 

The  manor  or  farm  of  Battle,  in  the  pariffi  of  St.  Lawrence,  which  had  belonged 
to  Reading  abbey,  was  granted  to  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  in  whofe  family  it  continued, 
in  a direct  line,  till  the  death  of  the  late  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  of  Fern-Hill,  near 
Windfor.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Francis  Knollys  efq.  late  Francis  Prankard, 
who  fucceeded  in  eltablifhing  his  claim  to  the  eftates  of  Sir  Francis,  as  the  nearefl: 
of  kin,  in  the  female  line,  and  has  ftnce  taken  the  family  name. 

There  are  three  parifli  churches  in  the  town  of  Reading,  St.  Lawrence's, 
St.  Mary’s,  and  St.  Giles’s. 

St.  Lawrence’s  church  appears  to  have  been  rebuilt,  or  confiderably  repaired,  in 
1434.  Among  the  relicks  belonging  to  this  church  in  1517,  was  “a  gridiron  of 
filver,  gilt,  with  a bone  of  St.  Lawrence  therein,  weighing  three  quarters  of  an 
ounce,  the  gift  of  Thomas  Lynd  efq.”  In  this  church  lies  buried  John  Blagrave, 
the  celebrated  mathematician,  author  of  the  Mathematical  Jewell,  and  other  works, 
for  which  he  engraved  the  plates  himfelf;  he  died  in  1611:  his  monument  has 
his  effigies,  a half  length,  under  an  arch,  habited  in  a cloak  and  ruff,  holding  a 
globe  in  one  hand,  and  a quadrant  in  the  other ; underneath  is  the  following 
infcription : 

Johannes  Blagravus, 

Totus  Mathematicus, 

Cum  matre  fepultus.” 

which  he  dire&ed  by  his  will : his  heirs  added  fome  very  indifferent  Engliffi 
verfes.  Mr.  Blagrave  bequeathed  tool,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a colon- 
nade on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  church,  which  was  performed  by  the  corporation, 
purfuant  to  his  intentions  in  1619,  as  appears  by  an  infcription,  in  which  the  donor 
is  ftyled,  “ Generofus  mathefiofque  encomiis  celeberrimus”  The  church  contains 
no  other  monument  worthy  of  notice.  There  are  a few  memorials  for  the  Ilunger- 
fords,  of  Wiltfhire,  and  a quaint  epitaph  on  a mural  monument  in  the  chancel,  to 
the  memory  of  Richard  Fynnemore,  or  Finmore,  brother,  it  is  probable,  of  William 
Finmore,  who  lies  buried  at  North  Plinkfey u ; and  it  feems  to  have  been  compofed 
by  the  fame  hand  who  wrote  the  infcription  on  his  monument : “ Under  thy  feet, 
reader,  lie  the  remains  of  Richard  Fynnemore,  his  father’s  Benjamin,  and  his  brother’s 
jofeph  ; who,  coming  from  Oxon  to  the  burial  of  a friend,  found  here  his  own 
grave,  Feb.  6,  1664.” 


See  p.  294. 
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St.  Lawrence’s  is  a vicarage  without  either  tithes  or  glebe  ; before  the  reforma- 
tion the  vicar  had  his  lodging  in  the  abbey,  the  fame  allowance  of  bread  and  beer 
as  the  monks,  feven-pence  a week  for  his  commons,  20s.  yearly  for  his  cloathing, 
a certain  portion  of  dues  and  oblations,  and  a horfe  kept  for  him  in  the  abbey 
(tables.  The  vicar’s  income  now  arifes  from  the  rent  of  pews,  cafual  emoluments, 
and  a few  fmall  benefa&ions.  In  1640,  the  patronage  was  given  by  King 
Charles  I.  through  the  intereft  of  Archbifhop  Laud,  to  the  prefident  and  fcholars 
of  St.  John’s  College  in  Oxford.  Dr.  John  Pordage,  who  was  vicar  of  St.  Law- 
rence in  1645  and  1646,  was  an  enthufiaft  of  much  celebrity,  Baxter  places 
him  at  the  head  of  the  Behmenifts;  his  fon  Samuel  was  a dramatic  poet : Thomas 
Gilbert  and  Simon  Ford,  his  fucceffors  in  the  vicarage  of  St.  Lawrence,  were 
both  writers  ; but  their  publications  were  not  of  much  importance. 

The  chapel  of  St.  Edmund  in  this  parilh,  near  the  weft  end  of  Friar-ftreet, 
was  built  in  1204  by  Lawrence  Burgefs,  bailiff  of  Reading,  by  permiflion  of  the 
abbot,  on  condition  of  his  giving  an  endowment  for  its  fupport  ; the  founder 
built  a hermitage  near  it,  in  which  he  died.  This  chapel  was  defecrated  in  the 
time  of  Abbot  Thorne,  as  appears  by  a memorial  prefented  againft  him,  in  1479, 
to  King  Edward  IV.  for  various  inftances  of  mifconduct : the  memorial  ftates, 
that  this  chapel,  wherein  were  laid  the  bones  of  many  Chriftian  people,  was  then 
become  a barn  ; it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever  reftored  to  its  former  facred 
ufe.  In  1 546  it  was  reprefented  in  a furvey  as  a barn  very  neceffary  for  the  king’s 
farm  of  Battle  ; this  barn  was  (landing  about  40  years  ago. 

In  the  church-wardens’  accounts  for  this  parifh,  which  begin  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  are  many  very  curious  entries,  from  which  the  following  are  fele&dd  j 
fome  of  thefe  are  not  printed  among  the  copious  extrafts  made  by  Mr.  Coates 
for  his  Hiftory  of  Reading. 

“ 1499.  Payed  for  horfemete  for  the  horfys  for  the  kyngcs  of  Culen,  on  May-day,  6d. 

To  mynftrel'ls  the  fame  day  I2d. 

“ ^507.  Paid  for  brede,  ale,  and  beer,  that  longyd  to  the  playe  in  the  Forebery. 

“ Received, Sunday  before  Bartholomew  day  for  the  play  in  the  Forebery,  23s.  8d. 

“ 1514.  Payd  for  a gallon  of  ale,  for  the  ringers  at  the  death  of  the  king  of  Scots,  2d, 

“ 1516.  Received  of  the  young  men  for  the  kyng  play,  43s.  ud. 

“ 1518.  of  the  tree  of  the  kyng  play,  late  ftonding  in  the  mero-at  place,  I2d. 

44  1528.  Received  of  the  kyng  game  at  Whytfontide,  42s.  9d. 

44  J541.  Paid  to  Loreman  for  playing  the  p’phett  (prophet)  on  Palm  Sunday,  2d. 

4?-  1543.  Paid  for  horfe  heyr  to  the  dean,  and  for  his  labour  to  play  the  play  in  th’  abbaye.” 

It  appears  that,  fo  lately  as  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  the  church  wardens  made 
gatherings  at  the  king’s  ale.  Thefe  extracts  illuftrate  what  is  called  the  king- 
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game,  or  Kingham,  in  the  church-wardens’  accounts  at  Kingflon  upon  Thames  V 
The  kings  of  Cologne  are,  by  a legend  of  the  Romifh  church,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
wifemen  who  made  their  offerings  to  the  infant  jefus,  and  afterwards  travelled  to 
Cologne,  where  they  were  all  buried  : this  legend  gave  rife  to  a kind  of  rude 
drama,  which  feems  to  have  been  a great  fav6urite  both  before  and  after  the 
Reformation.  The  king  play  is  mentioned  alfo  in  the  church-wardens’  account  for 
the  parifh  of  St.  Giles : thofe  for  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary  make  mention  of  gather- 
ings at  May-games  and  morrice  dances,  and  at  Hodyde. 

St.  Mary’s  church  was  rebuilt  about  the  year  1551  ; mod:  of  the  materials  for 
that  purpofe  were  purchafed  from  the  abbey-church,  then  pulled  down.  In  this 
church  is  no  monument  worthy  of  notice,  excepting  that  of  William  Kenrick,  or 
Kendrick,  faid  to  be  defcended  from  the  Saxon  kings ; he  was  brother  of  John 
Kendrick,  the  great  benefador  to  this  town,  and  grandfather,  it  is  probable,  of 
Sir  William  Kendrick,  created  a baronet  in  1679  ; the  monument- is  the  work  of 
John  and  Matthias  Chriflmas,  two  brothers,  who  were  artifts  of  fome  eminence  in 
the  reign  of  King  Charles  I. 

Sir  Francis  Englefield  having,  in  1545,  purchafed  the  impropriate  redories  of 
this  parifh  and  St.  Giles’s,  with  that  of  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Tylehurft,  gave 
them,  in  1556,  to  their  refpedive  churches  for  the  celebration  of  maffes  and  obits  ; 
for  which  reafon  they  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  In  1573  the  queen  granted  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of  St. 
Mary’s  and  St.  Giles’s  to  the  refpedive  vicars  of  the  feveral  parifhes  and  their  fuc- 
ceffors.  Both  thefe  endowed  vicarages  are  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Chriflopher  Fowler,  vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  who  was  ejeded  for  nonconformity  in 
1662,  wrote  feveral  controverfial  trads  ; his  fucceffor,  Peter  Mews,  who  had  been 
an  officer  in  the  royal  army,  was  afterwards  bifhop  of  Winchefter : after  his  pro- 
motion to  that  fee  he  did  fignal  fervice  in  his  old  profeffion,  having  the  command 
of  the  artillery  in  the  battle  fought  with  the  Duke  of  Monmouth’s  army  at 
Sedgmoor.  He  quitted  this  vicarage  in  1667,  being  fucceeded  by  Dr.  William 
Lloyd,  afterwards  bifhop  of  Worcefter.  The  three  following  vicars,  William 
Reeves,  Francis  Fox,  and  Dr.  Robert  Bolton,  were  all  authors,  their  works  being 
for  the  mofl  part  on  theological  fubjeds.  Dr.  Bolton  publifhed  alfo  fome  treatifes 
on  the  prevailing  vices  of  the  age,  and  effays  on  the  employment  of  time,  very  po- 
pular in  their  day. 

Mr.  John  Kendrick,  in  1624,  left  the  fum  of  250I.  to  be  laid  out  in  lands  for  the 


* See  Environs  of  London,  vol.  I. 
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^urpofe  of  maintaining  daily  prayers  in  this  church  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thorne  gave  1 ool.  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

There  is  an  Anabaptift  meeting  in  this  parifh,  eftablifhed  in  1655,  which  has  a 
fmall  endowment,  with  a houfe  and  burial  ground,  and  three  other  meeting- 
houfes  for  the  Independents  and  Methodifls. 

St.  Giles’s  church  contains  little  that  is  remarkable ; the  fpire,  which  is  70  feet 
in  height,  being  of  Riga  fir,  covered  with  copper,  was  built  in  1790,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  573I.  19s.  Among  the  monuments  are  thofe  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Refbury, 
a controverfial  writer,  who  died  in  1 7 1 1 ; and  the  Hon.  William  Bromley 
Cadogan,  the  late  vicar,-  a popular  divine  amongft  thofe  of  the  Calviniflic  per- 
fuafion. 

Reading  has  given  birth  to  feveral  eminent  perfons  ; Sir  Thomas  White, 
founder  of  St.  John  the  Baptift’s  College  in  Oxford,  is  faid  by  fome  to  have  been 
born  there,  being  the  fon  of  William  White,  a clothier,  who  removed  thi- 
ther from  Rickmanfworth  y;  to  which  place  Fuller  attributes  the  honour  of  his 
birth,  Archbifhop  Laud  was  born  at  Reading  in  1573,  being  the  fon  of  William 
Laud,  a clothier,  who  refided  in  Broad-flreet.  In  anfwer  to  a fpeech  of  Lord  Say, 
who  had  reproached  him  with  the  obfcurity  of  his  birth,  the  archbifhop  faid : ts  It 
is  true  I am  a man  of  ordinary,  but  very  honeft,  birth  ; and  the  memory  of  my 
parents  favours  very  well  to  this  day  in  the  town  of  Reading,  where  I was  born; 
neither  was  I fo  meanly  born  as  perhaps  my  lord  would  infiniiate,  for  my  father 
had  borne  all  offices  in  the  town,  fave  the  mayoralty'.”  John  Blagrave,  the  ma- 
thematician, is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a native  of  Reading ; but,  perhaps,  it  is 
equally  probable  that  he  was  bom  at  Bulmarfh,  the  feat  of  his  father,  in  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Sunning.  Jofeph  Blagrave,  an  aflrological  writer,  who  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  any  relation  to  the  mathematician,  was  born  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  Giles,  in  1610.  Sir  Thomas  Holt,  Recorder  of  Reading  (miflaken  by  fome 
writers  for  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Holt),  Sir  John  Barnard,  the  celebrated  alderman  of 
London  ; James  Merrick,  the  tranflator  of  the  Pfalms  ; William  Baker,  a learned 
printer ; Sir  Conflantine  Phipps,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland ; &nd  Dr.  Fhanuel 
Bacon,  author  of  fome  dramas  and  feveral  pieces  of  humour,  were  all  natives  of 
Reading. 

Leland’s  account  of  the  foundation  of  Reading  fchool  is,  that  King  Henry  VII. 
coming  to  this,  town  in  the  time  of  abbot  Thorne,  obferved  the  decayed  houfe 
©f  the  hofpital  of  St.  John,  and  alked  the  abbot  what  old  houfe  it  was  ; and  on  being 
informed,  expreffed  his  defire  that  it  fhould  again  be  converted  in  pios  ufus  ; where- 
upon the  abbot  defired  that  it  might  be  made  a grammar-fchool,  and  fo  it  was. 

7 See  Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.405.  1 Ibid,  p.411. 
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“ One  William  Dene,  (fays  the  antiquary,)  a riche  man  and  fervant  in  th’abbey  of 
Reading,  gave  200  marks,  in  money,  towards  the  advancement  of  this  fchole,  as 
appeareth  by  his  epitaphie  in  the  Abbey  chirch  of  Reading.”  It  appears  by  the 
memorial,  prefented  againft  abbot  Thorne,  which  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  Mr. 
Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  that  the  abbot  having  fupprelfed  the  hofpital  of  St. 
John,  “ tranfpofd  it  for  a frefchole,  and  feyd  unto  his  neyghbours,  that  Mailer 
Shorborne,  dene  of  Pollys,  had  graunted  him  40I.  thereto,  and  the  fcholemafler  to 
have  10  marke  a yere,  and  an  ulher  5 marke  a yere,  wheras  now  there  bethe  no 
woman  of  almys  ther  kepte,  nother  yet  no  fchole  wher  thabbot  hath  taken  the 
profits  thereof  upon  a XXXV.  yere,  and  no  good  deds  done  withalle.”  It  mud  be 
obferved,  that  Thorne,  who  continued  abbot  41  years,  died  in  i486  : King  Henry 
Vllth’s  reign  commenced  in  the  month  of  Auguft  that  year ; it  appears  clearly 
therefore,  that  the  hofpital  had  been  converted  into  a grammar-fchool,  by  abbot 
Thorne,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  had  been  endowed  by  dean  Sherborn,  and 
difcontinued.  It  is  mod  probable,  that  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  abbot’s 
fuccelfor  of  the  fame  name,  that  King  Henry  VII.  revived  the  fchool,  and 
endowed  it  with  an  annual  ftipend  of  iol.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  benefaction, 
either  of  dean  Sherborn,  or  of  William  Dene,  mentioned  by  Leland,  now  form 
any  part  of  the  endowment  of  the  fchool : it  is  mofl  probable,  that  dean  Sher- 
born’s  40  pounds  were  appropriated  by  the  abbot  to  his  own  ufe.  Since  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter,  the  annual  fum  of  iol.  paid  before  by  the  crown, 
has  been  charged  on  the  corporation  ; this  forms  the  only  endowment  of  the 
fchool,  excepting  20I.  per  annum  given  by  archbilhop  Laud,  as  an  augmentation 
of  the  mailer’s  falary.  Two  fcholarlhips  at  St.  John’s  College,  in  Oxford,  were 
annexed  to  Reading  fchool,  by  Sir  Thomas  White.  There  are  no  llatutes  for  the 
regulation  of  the  fchool ; but  Archbilhop  Laud  appointed  three  vifitors,  the  yice- 
chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  the  prefident  of  St.  John’s,  and  the  war- 
den of  All-Souls  College,  and  left  the  interell  of  24I.  for  the  expences  of  their 
reception  and  entertainment : they  vifit  every  third  year.  It  has  been  cultomary, 
for  nearly  a century  pall,  for  the  fcholars  to  recite  fpeeches,  or  perform  plays,  at 
the  time  of  this  triennial  vifitation : the  firlt  play  on  record,  is  that  of  Cato,  in 
1731.  The  prefent  mailer,  Dr.  Valpy,  has  paid  great  attention  to  the  theatrical 
reprefentations,  and  has  altered  fome  of  Shakefpere’s  plays  for  the  ufe  of  his 
fcholars. 

Leonard  Cox,  mailer  of  this  fchool  in  1529,  publilhed  a treatife  on  Rhetoric, 
dedicated  to  the  lall  abbot  of  Reading,  and  other  works  : in  1541,  King  Henry 
VIII.  granted  him  his  office  by  patent,  with  a falary  of  iol.  per  annum , charged  on 
the  reCtory  of  Cholfey.  Julinus  Palmer,  mailer  of  Reading  fchool,  was  burnt  at 
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the  flake  in  Queen  Mary’s  reign.  Among  eminent  perfons  who  received  their 
education  in  this  feminary  of  learning,  may  be  enumerated,  archbilhop  Laud, 
John  Blagrave  the  mathematician,  James  Merrick  the  tranflator  of  the  pfahns,  and 
the  Rev.  Charles  Coates,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Reading. 

The  fchool-room  for  many  years  occupied  the  lower  part  of  the  great  hall  of  St. 
John’s  hofpital,  the  upper  part  being  ufed  as  a town-hall : when  the  town-hall 
was  rebuilt,  the  fchool  continued  for  fome  time  in  its  old  fituation  ; but  having  been 
found  fubject  to  many  inconveniences,  the  prefent  mailer,  Dr.  Valpy,  in  the  year 
1790,  built  a new  fchool-room,  52  feet  in  length,  at  his  own  expence.  The  fchool- 
mafter’s  houfe,  which  was  built  by  Mr.  Hiley,  a former  mafler,  for  the  reception 
of  his  boarders,  was  rented  by  his  fucceffor,  Mr.  Spicer  ; who,  in  1771,  fet  on  foot  a 
fubfcription  for  purchafing  and  annexing  it  to  the  fchool,  for  the  maker’s  refidence  : 
liberal  contributions  were  made  by  the  corporation,  by  St.  John’s  College,  and 
by  the  neighbouring  gentry,  particularly  fuch  as  had  been  educated  in  the  fchool ; 
but  it  was  not  till  1784  that  the  intention  was  carried  into  effeft,  and  the  houfe  pur- 
chafed  for  the  fum  of  Bool,  of  Dr.  Addington,  Mr.  Hiley’s  fon-in-law,  and  veked 
in  the  corporation  as  trukees.  Dr.  Valpy  has  confiderably  enlarged  and  improved 
the  houfe,  particularly  by  the  addition  of  a fpacious  hall  and  library. 

The  blue-coat  fchool,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Giles,  was  founded  in  1646,  for 
20  boys,  by  Richard  Aldworth  efq.  who  gave,  for  its  endowment,  the  fum  of  4000 1. 
laid  out  in  lands,  now  producing  an  income  of  nearly  200I.  per  annum ; Sir 
Thomas  Rich  bart.  in  the  year  1666,  gave  the  fum  of  ioool.  laid  out  alfo  in  lands, 
which  now  yield  a rent  of  50I.  per  annum , for  the  education  of  fix  boys ; Mr.  John 
Wek,  in  1720,  gave  the  fum  of  1200I.  now  producing  49I . per  annum,  to  add  fix 
more  boys  to  the  ekablifhment ; Mr.  William  Malthus,  in  1723,  gave  a rent-charge 
of  90I.  per  annum , for  the  education  of  ten  boys;  directing  that  they  fhould  wear 
green  coats ; thefe  are  now  incorporated  into  the  fame  fchool,  and  clothed  uniformly 
with  the  others  ; Mr.  John  Pottenger  gave  15I.  per  annum , to  add  two  more 
boys  to  the  ekablifhment.  Mr.  John  Hall  having  given,  in  1696,  the  fum  of  25I. 
1 5s.  per  annum , for  the  education  of  nine  boys,  thefe  alfo  have  been  incorporated 
with  the  blue-coat  fchool,  the  whole  fund  of  which  is  now  about  400I.  per  annum  ; 
this  fchool  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  three  parilhes.  The  prefent  fchool-houfe  was 
built  in  1723,  by  the  corporation  of  Reading,  at  their  own  expence  : the  children 
belonging  to  this  fchool  are  apprenticed  out  of  the  funds. 

In  St.  Mary’s  parifh  is  a fmall  fchool,  called  the  Foundation  fchool,  for  eight  boys 
and  18  girls,  fupported  by  the  interek  of  300I.  being  part  of  a fund,  bequeathed  by 
Mr.  Jofeph  Neale,  for  charitable  purpofes. 
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The  girls’-  fchool  in  the  fame  parifh,  eftablilhed  in  1779,  for  children  of  the  three 
parilhes,  is  fupported  .by  annual  fubfcriptions,  collections  at  a fermon,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  donations.  Mr.  Alderman  Richards,  in  his  life-time,  and  by  will,  gave 
2000I. ; Awbery  Flory  efq.  by  will,  300I.;  the  Rev.  John  Spicer,  by  will,  200I.;  and 
Mr.  Frognall  iool.  More  than  20  girls  are  lodged,  boarded,  and  educated,  in  this 
fchool ; on  leaving  it,  they  are  apprenticed  as  fervants  in  refpe&able  families,  the 
charity  allowing  5I.  for  their  clothing  ; on  producing  a certificate  of  good  behaviour, 
they  have  a premium  of  half  a guinea,  when  half  their  apprenticefhip  is  expired, 
and  another  half-guinea  on  the  expiration  of  the  whole. 

Numerous  hofpitals  and  alms-houfes  have  been  founded  in  this  town,  fome  of 
which  were  abolifhed  long  before  the  reformation,  others  remain  to  the  prefent  day. 

Aucherius,  the  fecond  abbot  of  Reading,  who  died  in  1134,  founded  an  hofpital 
for  lepers,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  According  to  the  original  inftitution, 
each  perfon  was  to  have  half  a loaf  of  bread,  and  half  a gallon  of  ale,  daily ; 3d. 
every  month  for  meat ; three  ells  of  w’hite  or  black  ruffet  for  their  habit,  and  an 
ell  for  hofe  ; the  chaplain  was  to  have  fix  ells,  befides  other  articles  of  clothing, 
or,  in  lieu,  10s.  ; the  barber  was  allowed  2d.  every  month ; the  laundrefs  a barley 
loaf  daily,  and  2s.  a-year.  For  incontinence,  or  ftriking  a brother,  the  punifhment 
was  expulfion  ; for  defamation,  the  offender  was  to  fail  on  bread  and  water,  fitting 
in  the  middle  of  the  hall,  his  portion  of  meat  and  drink  being  diftributed  mean- 
while among  his  brethren  : if  he  continued  obftinate  after  three  repetitions  of  this  pu- 
nifhment, he  was  to  be  expelled.  This  hofpital  had  been  difcontinued,  and  the  lands 
belonging  to  it  converted  to  other  purpofes,  before  the  year  1413,  as  appears  by 
an  inquifition  of  that  date.  The  cuflody  of  this  hofpital  and  its  lands  was  granted, 
the  enfuing  year,  to  John  Beke. 

Hugh,  who  became  abbot  of  Reading  about  the  year  1180,  founded  an  hofpital 
near  St.  Lawrence’s  church,  for  the  conflant  fupport  of  13  poor  perfons,  and  for  the 
occafional  relief  of  13  poor  fick  perfons,  particularly  lepers  belonging  to  the  town; 
and  the  entertainment  of  Grangers  palling  through  it : the  church  of  St.  Lawrence 
was  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  the  13  refident  poor,  who,  according  to  the 
original  ftatutes,  were  clothed  and  fed : fome  mills,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
abbey  of  Leominfter,  were  appropriated  for  the  relief  of  the  fick,  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  entertaining  ftrangers : the  churches  of  Bucklebury  and  Thatcham  were 
fettled  alfo  on  this  hofpital. 

The  hofpital  of  St.  John,  near  St.  Lawrence’s  church,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
founded  by  one  of  the  abbots  of  Reading ; it  was  intended  for  “ certain  women, 
fcrving  God  night  and  day,  and  praying  for  the  king’s  e/fate,  and  the  fouls  of  the 
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founder  and  benefaftors  ;**  they  had  {C  a fair  chapel  for  divine  fervice,”  and  received 
their  bread,  meat,  and  drink  from  the  abbey  ; and  every  year  each  filler  had  a certain 
fum  of  money,  and  clothing.  Thefe  filters  were  fuch  as  had  been  the  wives  of  perfons, 
who  had  borne  fome  office  in  the  town,  and  had  fallen  into  poverty,  and,  in  their 
widowhood,  had  taken  the  veil,  and  made  a vow  of  living  unmarried  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Coates  fuppofes  this  hofpital  to  have  been  the  priory 
of  nuns  fpoken  of  in  the  claufe-roll  of  King  John.  It  appears  that,  at  a fubfequent 
period,  if  not  at  the  original  inllitution  of  the  hofpital,  there  were  brethren  alfo 
belonging  to  it,  who  had  an  allowance,  as  they  could  agree  with  the  almoner. 
Each  filler  had  a daily  allowance  of  a farthing  for  meat,  excepting  on  fall  days ; 
on  fome  great  fellivals  a penny,  and  a dilh  of  meat  from  the  abbey.  Their  chapel 
was  in  the  north  chancel  of  St.  Lawrence’s  church,  then  called  St.  John’s  chapel. 
Abbot  Thorne  fuppreffed  this  hofpital,  and  converted  it  into  a fchool,'  as  hath  been 
already  mentioned  : it  appears  that,  before  his  time,  the  inllitution  had  been  much 
abufed  ; and  that  fo  early  as  1438,  the  almoner  took  a yearly  rent  from  the  women 
who  inhabited  the  apartments  of  the  hofpital. 

A charter  of  the  year  1230,  fpeaks  of  the  Elemofinary  of  the  Blelfed  Virgin 
Mary,  at  Reading,  to  which  a grant  was  then  made a.  Perhaps  this  was  the  hofpital 
of  abbot  Hugh. 

The  moll  ancient  alms-houfe  now  exillmg  in  this  town,  is  that  of  John  Leche, 
alias  Alarder,  founded  in  the  year  1477,  for  eight  poor  perfons ; three  of  St.  Mary’s, 
three  of  St.  Giles’s,  and  two  of  St.  Lawrence’s  parilh : they  receive  a weekly 
allowance  of  is.  8d.  each,  and  have  a gown  or  coat  every  year:  this  alms-houfe, 
which  Hands  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary,  was  rebuilt  by  the  corporation  in  1775. 
Mr.  Barnard  Harrifon,  in  1617,  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  eight  poor  women  of 
St.  Giles’s  parilh,  who  receive  6s.  3d.  per  quarter  each,  from  the  benefa&ion  of 
their  founder : fome  addition  to  their  allowance  was  made  about  the  fame  time  by 
other  perfons : this  alms-houfe  has  been  lately  rebuilt.  Griffin  Jenkins,  in  1624, 
gave  five  houfes  to  be  inhabited,  rent  free,  by  poor  perfons  of  the  parilhes  of 
St.  Mary  and  St.  Lawrence,  but  left  no  endowment.  Mr.  William  Kendrick,  in 
1634,  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  four  poor  men  of  the  parilhes  of  St.  Lawrence  and 
St.  Giles,  and  for  one  woman:  the  men  to  receive  is.  6d.  a week,  the  woman  is. 
befides  5s.  a quarter,  as  laundrefs  to  the  men : the  men  to  have  a coat,  and  the 
woman  a gown,  once  in  three  years.  Sir  Thomas  Vachell,  the  fame  year,  founded 
an  alms-houfe  for  fix  aged  and  unmarried  men,  two  of  each  parilh,  and  endowed 
it  with  40I.  per  annum.  Mr.  Richard  Jeys,  in  1647,  founded  an  alms-houfe  in 
St.  Mary’s  parilh,  for  four  poor  widows,  and  endowed  it  with  lands,  now  let  at  5I.. 
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per  annum.  Mr.  John  Webb,  In  1653,  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  four  poor 
widows  of  the  parilh  of  St.  Lawrence,  who  receive  is.  a-week  each  : Mr.  John 
Hall,  in  1696,  founded  an  alms-houfe  for  five  poor  fingle  women,  two  of  St.  Giles’s 
parilh,  two  of  St.  Lawrence’s,  and  one  of  St.  Mary’s,  and  endowed  it  with  25I. 
per  annum , rent-charge,  allotting  is.  6d.  to  each  weekly,  12s.  per  annum  for  firing, 
and  1 os.  for  clothes. 

Archbilhop  Laud  gave,  by  will,  the  fum  of  look  per  annum  to  this  his  native 
town,  to  be  appropriated,  two  fucceflive  years,  to  the  apprenticing  ten  poor  boys  ; 
and  every  third  year  to  be  given,  as  marriage  portions,  to  five  poor  maids,  born  in 
Reading,  who  fhall  have  lived  in  fervice  three  years  in  the  fame  place  : this 
benefaction  is  in  the  difpofal  of  the  corporation.  Mr.  John  Blagrave  gave  a 
marriage  portion  of  20  nobles  (61.  13s.  4d.)  to  be  given  every  year  to  a poor 
maid,  who  (hall  have  lived  five  years  in  fervice,  in  Reading  : this  portion  is  drawn 
for  by  lot  on  Good-Friday,  by  three  claimants,  one  out  of  each  parilh  ; the  un- 
fuccefsful  candidates  are  entitled  to  try  their  fortune  again  the  next  year,  but  no 
one  to  have  more  than  three  chances  : the  corporation  feleCt  the  candidates.  The 
Rev.  William  Boudry  and  John  Richards  efq.  gave  by  deed,  in  1755,  the  yearly 
fum  of  7I.  14s.  6d.  to  one  of  three  poor  maids,  qualified  as  above,  to  be  drawn  for 
by  lot,  on  the  Monday  after  St.  Bartholomew’s  day  ; the  trull  of  this  charity  is 
veiled  in  the  corporation.  Mr.  Kendrick,  the  great  benefaCtor  to  the  town,  gave 
the  fum  of  look  to  be  difpofed  of  in  marriage  portions,  of  40s.  each,  to  maid  fer- 
vants  ; it  is  probable  that  the  principal  was  fo  applied  after  his  deceafe. 

Almolt  the  whole  of  Mr.  Kendrick’s  munificent  bequells,  amounting  to  no  lefs  a 
fum  than  7500k  appear  to  have  been  funk,  without  accomplilhing  the  benevolent 
purpofes  of  the  donor,  who  had  appropriated  them  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the 
fupport  of  the  woollen  manufacture  in  this  town,  which  has  been  long  ago  wholly 
removed.  A building,  now  called  the  Oracle,  was  ereCted  about  the  year  1628,  at  the 
expence  of  nearly  2000k  being  part  of  the  fum  leftby  Mr.  Kendrick,  who  had  directed 
that  a llrong  and  commodious  houfe  fhould  be  built,  in  which  the  poor  might  be 
employed  in  the  woollen  manufacture;  in  addition  to  this,  a confiderable  expence 
was  incurred  in  fitting  it  up,  and  providing  materials.  The  manufacture  was,  for 
fome  time,  carried  on  with  fuccefs ; but  was  interrupted  by  the  civil  war,  and  the 
houfe  then  converted  into  a garrifon.  Great  Ioffes  were  incurred  about  the  clofe 
of  the  17th  century  ; and  it  is  underltood,  that  there  is  no  fund  now  remaining  out 
of  Mr.  Kendrick’s  large  donations  excepting  the  fum  of  500k  which  he  exprefsly 
appointed  to  be  lent,  without  interelt,  to  clothiers  ; and  which,  fince  the  total  remo- 
val of  the  clothing  manufacture  has  been  lent  to  induftrious  young  tradefmen  of  other 

defcriptions.  The  building,  called  the  Oracle,  has  been  ufed  for  various  manu- 
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failures  ; it  being  granted  by  the  corporation  to  any  refpectable  manufacturer,  who 
will  employ  the  poor  of  the  town.  In  the  year  1749,  Mr.  John  Watts  publilhed  a 
pamphlet,  entitled,  “ the  Black  Scene  Opened,’’  complaining  of  the  various  abufes 
then  exifling,  in  the  management  of  Mr.  Kendrick’s  charities.  Various  parts  of  the 
Oracle  were  rebuilt  in  1727  and  1 767  ; the  original  portico  remains. 

Sir  Thomas  White  left  the  fum  of  iool.  to  be  lent,  without  intereft,  in  fums  of 
25I.  each,  to  four  young  men  in  the  clothing  trade. 

Various  benefactions  have  been  given  to  the  poor  of  this  town,  in  money,  bread, 
and  clothing ; among  others  is  one  of  20s.  per  annum  each,  to  five  poor 
butchers,  by  Mr.  William  Jones,  in  1669,  and  another  of  5I.  per  annum  each,  to 
eight  poor  blind  perfons  of  Reading  and  Newbury. 

A difpenfary  for  relieving  the  fick  poor,  with  advice  and  medicines,  was 
eftablilhed  at  Reading  in  1802  ; it  is  fupported  by  voluntary  contributions  : Lord 
Braybrooke  is  prefident ; the  two  members  for  the  town,  and  the  mayor  for  the 
time  being,  vice-prefidents. 

Remenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerfh,  lies  in  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the 
county,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  Henley- upon-Thames.  The  manor  belonged, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  the  Montforts b ; Lord  Lovelace  died  feifed  of  it 
in  1634°;  from  his  family  it  palled,  by  purchafe,  to  the  Whitlocks:  it  was 
afterwards  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton’s,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Strickland 
Freeman  efq.  of  Fawley,  whofe  uncle  purchafed  it  about  the  year  1760,  of 
Dr.  Cooper.  The  principal  and  fcholars  of  Jefus  College,  in  Oxford,  are  patrons 
of  the  reflory,  w'hich  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed 
by  an  a&  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1799,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned 
to  the  re&or,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

In  this  parilh  is  Park-place,  the  well-known  feat  of  the  late  Field-Marlhal  Conway, 
now  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Malmfbury.  It  had  been  the  property  and  refidence 
of  Lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  who  was  lord  of  the  manor ; and  afterwards,  for  a 
Ihort  time,  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  father  of  his 
prefent  Majefty.  The  houfe  was  confiderably  enlarged  by  Marlhal  Conway,  and' 
the  grounds,  which  poffefs  natural  advantages  that  few  places  can  boaft,  were  laid 
out  by  him  with  much  tafte,  and  with  great  attention  to  the  character  of  the 
furrounding  fcenery.  One  of  the  moll  Itriking  fituations  in  the  park  is  a fecluded 
valley,  planted  with  fine  groups  of  trees:  at  the  upper  end  is  a Grecian  ruin, 
very  happily  defigned  and  executed  ; and  at  the  bottom  a ruftic  arch,  over  which 
pafies  the  road  from  Henley  to  Wargrave.  It  was  built  of  Hones  brought  from  the 
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ruins  of  Reading  abbey  : underneath  is  feen  the  river.  On  the  hill,  a little  beyond 
the  pleafure  grounds,  is  placed  a fmall  Druidical  temple,  found  near  the  town  of 
St.  Helier,  in  the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  in  the  year  1785,  prefented  by  the  inhabitants 
to  Marfhal  Conway,  then  their  governor,  and  by  him  removed  to  its  prefent 
fituation.  Lord  Malmfbury  purchafed  Park-place  of  the  late  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Aylefbury,  Marfhal  Conway’s  widow.  His  Lordfhip  has  confiderably  improved 
the  houfe,  which  contains  a noble  library,  partly  inherited  from  his  father,  James 
Harris  efq.  the  celebrated  philologifl,  and  partly  purchafed  by  himfelf  on  the  con- 
tinent, during  his  foreign  embaflies.  In  one  of  the  rooms  is  a good  portrait  of 
Brian  Duppa,  bifhop  of  Winchefler.  Marfhal  Conway  eredted  foine  works  for  the 
diflilling  of  lavender,  near  the  foot  of  Henley-hill,  and  an  elegant  cottage,  in 
a fituation  remarkably  pi&urefque,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Culverden  : the 
lavender  plantations,  which  are  extenfive,  are  kept  up,  and  the  diflillery  continued. 

Ruscomb,  in  the  hundred  and  within  the  manor  of  Sunning,  lies  about  fix  miles 
eafl  of  Reading.  The  late  Chief  Juflice  Eyre,  who  had  a feat  at  Rufcomb,  now 
the  property  of  his  widow,  and  in  the  occupation  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Howard, 
of  Walden,  v/as  ieffee  of  the  manerial  rights  of  this  -parifh,  under  Mr.  Palmer, 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Sunning.  The  manor  and  lands  of  Rufcomb-Northbury 
were  held  under  the  prebendary  of  Combe  and  Harnham,  in  the  church  of  Salifbury, 
by  the  family  of  Knight.  The  late  William  Walter  Knight  efq.  afligned  the  leafe 
to  Robert  Palmer  efq.  who,  in  1787,  conveyed  it  to  Sir  James  Eyre,  then  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Knight,  and  of  the  Aldworths, 
of  Stanlake,  in  this  parifh,  which,  in  1746,  was  occupied  by  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough 4,  and  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Duckenfield  bart. 
The  late  Mr.  Aldworth  took  the  name  of  Neville,  in  confequence  of  an  alliance 
with  that  family : his  fon  is  now  Lord  Braybrooke.  Sir  James  Eyre  knt.  late 
lord  chief  juflice  of  the  common  pleas,  lies  buried  in  the  chancel.  The  great  tithes 
of  this  parifh  are  held  on  leafe,  by  Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Sunning,  under  the  dean 
of  Salifbury : the  dean  is  patron  of  the  benefice,  which  is  a perpetual  curacy,  with  a 
ftipend  of  30I.  per  annum , within  his  own  peculiar  jurifdi£tion, 

Sandhurst,  in  the  hundred  of  Sunning,  lies  nearly  five  miles  to  the  fouth-eafl 
of  Wokingham.  The  manor  belongs  to  Richard  Heavyfide  efq.  having  been 
acquired,  by  purchafe,  from  General  Williamfon,  whofe  family  had  poffelfed  it 
many  years.  The  great  tithes  are  impropriated  to  the  dean  of  Salifbury.  The 
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dean  is  patron  of  the  parochial  chapel,  which  is  fubjeft  to  Sunning,  and  within  his 
own  peculiar  jurifdittion.  An  extenfive  building  is  about  to  be  ere&ed  in  this 
parifh,  for  the  purpofe  of  a military  college,  from  the  defigns  of  Tames  Wyatt  efq. 

Sandleford,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  on  the  borders  of  Hampfiiire, 
two  miles  fouth  of  Newbury.  Geffrey,  Earl  of  Perch,  and  Maud,  his  wife,  about 
the  year  1 200  ',  founded  a fmall  priory  at  this  place  for  Auftin  canons,  dedicated 
to  St.  John  the  Baptifl.  A difpute  having  arifen,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
between  the  prior  and  the  -bifhop  of  Salifbury,  in  confequence  of  which  the 
monaftery  was  wholly  forfaken  by  its  inhabitants ; the  king,  at  the  inftance  of  the 
bifhop  of  Salifbury,  gave  it  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor.  In  the  reign  of 
James  I.  the  redtor  of  Newbury,  and  the  leffee  of  Sandleford,  having  had  a difpute 
about  tithes,  there  was  an  award  of  Chancery,  by  which  Sandleford,  confiding  only 
of  the  Priory-houfe,  was  declared  to  be  a feparate  and  diftindt  parifh.  The  owner 
of  Sandleford  was  always  to  have  a pew  in  Newbury  church,  and  to  pay  81.  per 
annum  to  the  redtor,  in  lieu  of  all  demands  for  tithes f.  In  confequence  of  this 
award,  the  old  chapel,  in  which  was  the  monument  of  a crufader,  probably  the 
founder,  was  difufed,  and  has  fince  been  deftroyed.  Sandleford-houfe  and  manor, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century,  belonged  to  the  Pitts,  of  Stratfield-Say,  by 
whom  the  leafe  was  fold,  in  1717,  to  William  Cradock  efq.  After  an  intermediate 
alienation,  it  was  purchafed,  in  1730,  by  Edward  Montagu  efq.  of  Denton-hall, 
in  Northumberland,  grandfon  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Sandwich.  Sandleford-houfe  was, 
for  many  years,  the  feat  of  his  widow,  the  late  celebrated  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Montagu  : 
it  was  rebuilt  for  this  lady,  principally  in  the  Gothic  ftyle,  by  Mr.  Wyatt.  The 
leafe  is  now  the  property  of  her  nephew,  Matthew  Montagu  efq.  who  is  proprietor 
alfo  of  the  adjoining  manor  of  Peckmore. 

Satwell,  or  Sotwell,  lying  about  a mile  and  a half  to  the  weft  of  Wallingford, 
has  a parochial  chapel,  dependant  on  the  church  of  St.  Leonard,  in  that  town. 
The  manor,  which  anciently  belonged  to  the  family  of  Stonor  g,  was,  of  late  years, 
in  the  Stonhoufes,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  father  of  Mr.  Hazell,  the 
prefent  proprietor. 

Shalbourn,  Shaldeborne,  or  Shawborn,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs, 
about  four  miles  fouth  of  Hungerford,  lies  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  county, 
on  the  borders  of  Hampfhire  and  Wiltfhire : part  of  the  pariftt  and  village  are  in 
Wilts.  The  manor  paffed,  in  the  13th  century,  by  marriage,  from  the  Greys  to 

* Efch.  Edw.  III. 


* It  was  before  the  year  1205. 
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the  baronial  family  of  Tatffiallh;  and  from  the  Tatfhalls,  by  female  heirs,  to  the 
Cromwells.  Sir  William  Cromwell  died  feifed  of  it  in  1429  h At  a later  period 
we  have  an  account  of  two  manors  in  this  parifh,  called  Eaft-Court  and  Weft- 
Court  : the  latter  was,  in  1473,  *n  t^le  Eamily  of  Buryk.  They  are  now  both  the 
property  of  the  Earl  of  Ayleibury,  to  whom  they  defcended  from  the  protedlor 
Somerfet,  in  confequence  of  the  marriage  of  Thomas,  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  with  the 
only  daughter  of  Henry  Seymour,  fon  of  William,  Duke  of  Somerfet,  who  was 
reftored  to  his  honours  in  1640.  Eaft-Court  was  acquired  by  the  Duke  of  Somerfet, 
in  exchange  for  other  lands,  of  Sir  Thomas  Cheyne 

The  manor  of  Oxenwood,  in  this  parifh,  is  the  property  of  Thomas  Rendall  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  Francis  Choke,  who  died  in  1561  ; it 
has  his  effigies  in  armour,  with  a beard  of  remarkable  length  : there  are  fome  memo- 
rials alfo  of  the  families  of  Cliffe  and  Mayott. 

In  the  Wiltfhire  part  of  the  village  is  an  ancient  chapel,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bams,  - 
to  which  is  annexed  a portion  of  tithes,  of  about  300  acres.  The  rectory  of  Sfral- 
bourn,  which  had  before  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Sherbourn,  conftituted  a part  of 
the  original  endowment  of  the  collegiate  chapel  of  Windfor ; the  dean  and  chapter 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  Earl  of  Aylefbury  has  lately  purchafed  the  leafe 
of  the  impropriate  parfonage  of  Mr.  Rendall : Shalbourn  is  fituated  within  the 
deanery  of  Newbury,  but  is  in  the  peculiar  jurifdi&ion  of  the  dean  of  Salifbury; 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor  have  the  archidiaconal  jurifdiction.  This  parifli 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1800,  under  which  a divifion 
was  made  between  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Wilts : the  lands  were  not  exonerated 
from  tithes. 

Shaw,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  a mile  to  the  north-eaft  of  New- 
bury. The  manor  belonged,  in  the  13th  century,  to  the  family  of  Columbers,  or 
De  Columbariis  m,  from  whom  it  paffed  to  the  Baffets,  of  Drayton n.  No  farther 
particulars  can  be  traced  relating  to  it  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  it  was 
purchafed  by  Mr.  Dolman,  an  opulent  clothier  of  Newbury,  who  feems  to  have 
poffeffed  almoft  an  equal  degree  of  confequence  with  the  Winchcombes,  of  that 
town.  In  the  year  1581,  he  completed  a ftately  brick  manfion,  on  the  fite  of  this 
manor,  now  called  Shaw-place,  which  is  faid  to  have  excited,  in  no  fmall  degree, 
the  envy  of  his  neighbours ; a circumftance,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  alluded  to  in 
the  following  infcription,  ftill  to  be  feen  over  the  portico ; “ Edentulus  ves- 

h Cl.  31  Hen.  III.  5 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  k Efch.  Edw.  IV.  * Lord  Aylefbury’s  Papers. 
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GENTIUM  dentibus  invidet  et  oculos  Caprearum  talpa  contemnit.” 
Mr.  Dolman  was  fheriff  for  the  county  in  1588. 

In  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury,  fome  of  the  king’s  troops  were  ported  in  this 
houfe,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Page,  who,  being  attacked  whilrt  there 
by  a large  body  of  foot,  repulfed  them  with  great  lofs.  A bafket-full  of  cannon- 
balls, picked  up  at  various  times  about  the  gardens  and  grounds,  are  to  be  feen  at 
Shaw-place : they  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  fired  at  it  during  the  above  mentioned 
attack ; but  it  is  more  probable  that  they  were  fpent  balls,  fired  at  the  fiege  of  the 
neighbouring  caftle  of  Donnington,  or  from  the  principal  fcene  of  action  during  one 
of  the  battles  of  Newftsury  ; for  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  cannon  were  made  ufe 
of  in  the  attack  above  mentioned,  nor  does  the  houfe  exhibit  the  appearance  of 
having  furtained  any  injury.  It  has  been  faid,  that  it  was  Sir  George  Lille,  who 
defended  Mr.  Dolman’s  houfe ; but  Lord  Clarendon,  who  gives  a very  circum- 
ftantial  account  of  the  action,  tells  us,  that  Sir  George  Lille  and  Sir  Jacob  Aftley 
had  the  command  in  that  quarter  ; and  that  it  was  Colonel  Page  who  was  ftationed 
in  the  houfe  : a party  of  the  king’s  foot  were  ported  in  Mr.  Dolman’s  garden. 

The  manor  of  Shaw  continued  in  the  Dolman  family  till  about  the  year  1727, 
when  it  was  fold  to  James,  Duke  of  Chandos.  It  was  gurchafed  of  the  duke’s 
representatives  in  1749,  by  Jofeph  Andrews  efq.  his  fon,  the  late  Sir  Jofeph 
Andrews,  was  created  a baronet  in  1766,  with  remainder  to  the  iffue  of  his  brother, 
James  Petit  Andrews  efq.  fince  deceafed,  whofe  eldeft  and  only  furviving  fon,  now 
Sir  Jofeph  Andrews  bart.  fucceeded  to  the  title  and  ertate,  on  the  death  of  his  uncle, 
which  happened  at  Shaw-place,  Dec.  29,  1800.  The  late  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews  was 
diftinguilhed  for  his  active  benevolence,  as  the  zealous  promoter  of  every  inftitution 
which  had,  for  its  objed,  either  public  utility,  or  the  relief  of  individual  diftrefs. 
Shaw-place  is  faid  to  have  been  honoured,  at  various  times,  with  royal  vifits,  in  the 
time  of  the  Dolmans 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Waverly  had  a confiderable  ertate  in  this  parifh  p. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  memorials  of  Sir  Thomas  Dolman,  the  elder,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Dolman,  the  younger,  who  died  in  1697  and  17 11  ; Lydia  Catherine, 
duchefs  dowager  of  Chandos,  who  died  in  1750;  and  Admiral  Thorpe  Fowke. 
Sir  Jofeph  Andrews  is  patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  o'f  Newbury. 

In  this  parifh,  (not  in  Spene,  as  erroneoufly  dated  by  the  editor  of  Afhmole’s 
Colledions,  and  others,)  lie  the  hamlet  and  caftle  of  Donnington , or  Dunnington. 
The  manor  of  Donnington  was  in  the  family  of  Abberbury,  as  early  as  the  year 
1292  q.  The  caftle  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  Richard  Abberbury,  who  had 
been  guardian  to  King  Richard  II.  in  his  minority,  and  was  expelled  from  court 

3 Efch.  20  Edw.  I, 
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by  the  difcontented  lords  in  1388,  for  his  adherence  to  that  monarch  \ When  Sir 
Richard  Abberbury  died,  and  when  or  how  this  caftle  and  manor  ceafed  to  be  his 
property,  cannot  be  afcertained,  as  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  death  is  not  to  be 
found  at  the  Tower  5 it  feems  that  he  was  living  in  1397:  his  fon,  who  was  that  year 
lheriff  for  Berks  and  Oxfordlhire,  being  defcribed  as  Sir  Richard  Abberbury 
the  younger.  It  has  been  faid  that  Geffrey  Chaucer,  the  father  of  Englilh 
poetry,  became  polfeffed  of  Donnington-Caftle,  about  this  time,  and  that  he  retired 
thither  in  1398,  two  years  before  his  death.  This  fad  appears  very  doubtful ; no 
connection  is  to  be  difcovered  between  the  families  of  Abberbury  and  Chaucer,  nor 
was  the  poet,  towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  in  fuch  affluent  circunfflances  as  to 
be  able  to  make  any  confiderable  purchafe.  The  molt  probable  conjecture  per- 
haps is,  that  his  fon  Thomas  Chaucer,  who  married  a rich  heirefs,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  de  Burgherft,  purchafed  Donnington  of  the  Abberburys,  in  or  about 
1398.  Thomas  Chaucer  was  fheriff  of  Berks  and  Oxfordlhire,  in  1399;  he 
was  then  defcribed  as  of  Ewelme,  which  he  polfelfed  in  right  of  his  wife,  as  part 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  Burgherlts : it  is  probable  that  he  might  have  given  Don- 
nington to  his  father  for  life,  and  that  he  afterwards  fettled  it  on  his  daughter  and 
heir  Alice,  and  her  firlt  hufband,  Sir  John  Phelip,  who  died,  feifed  of  the  manor 
and  caftle  in  her  right,  in  1415  s.  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  her  laft 
hufband,  for  ffle  was  thrice  married  c,  became  afterwards  polfelfed  of  it,  made  it 
his  occafional  refidence,  and  confiderably  enlarged  the  buildings  of  the  caftle. 
Upon  the  attainder  of  this  nobleman,  or  one  of  his  grandfons,  Donnington  became 
veiled  in  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  Charles  Brandon,  on  whom  King  Henry 
VIII.  bellowed  the  honours  of  this  unfortunate  family.  Camden,  in  whofe  time 
the  caftle  was  entire,  defcribes  it  as  an  elegant  but  fmall  ftruClure,  on  the  top  of 
a woody  hill,  commanding  a pleafant  profpeCl,  and  lighted  by  windows  on  every 
fide.  About  this  time  it  appears  to  have  belonged  to  Charles,  Earl  of  Nottingham, 
the  Lord  Admiral ; in  the  year  1570,  he  certainly  was  polfelfed  of  it,  and  in  that 
year  refounded  the  hofpital  at  Donnington.  In  1623,  Thomas  Chamberleyne  efq. 
was  defcribed  of  Donnington  Caftle u. 

In  1643,  being  then  ihe  property  of  the  Packer  family,  it  was  garrifoned  for 
the  king,  being  efteemed  an  important  poll,  as  commanding  the  road  from  Oxford 
to  Newbury ; and  the  great  road  from  London  to  Bath,  and  other  parts  of  the 
weft  of  England.  The  command  of  the  garrifon  was  given  to  Captain  John  Boys, 
who,  by  the  bravery. with  which  he  defended  it,  during  a long  liege,  Ihewed  him- 
felf  well  worthy  of  the  trull.  It  was  firft  attacked  by  the  parliamentary  army, 

r Holinfhed.  " Efch.  3 Hen.  V.  ' Her  fecond  hufband  was  the  brave  Earl  of  Salifbury, 

who  fell  at  the  fiege  of  Orleans.  u Berkfhire  Pedigrees.  Perhaps  he  was  only  a tenant. 
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eonfliling  of  three  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Middleton.  In  return  to  the  general’s  fummons,  the  governor  fent  the  following 
fpirited  reply.  w Sir,  I am  entrufied  by  his  Majefiy’s  exprefs  command,  and  have 
not  learned  yet  to  obey  any  other  than  my  fovereign ; to  fpare  blood,  do  as  you 
pleafe,  but  myfelf,  and  thofe  that  are  with  me,  are  fully  refolved  freely  to  venture 
ours,  in  maintaining  what  we  are  here  entrufted  with,  which  is  the  anfwer  of 

John  Boysx.” 

The  general  then  attempted  to  take  the  cafile  by  afiault,  but  was  repulfed  with 
confiderable  lofs.  Not  long  afterwards,  on  the  29th  of  September  1644,  Colonel 
Horton  began  a blockade,  having  raifed  a battery  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  New- 
bury, from  which  he  plied  the  caftle  fo  inceflantly  during  the  fpace  of  1 2 days, 
that  he  reduced  it  to  a heap  of  ruins,  having  beat  down  three  of  the  towers  and  a 
part  of  the  wall ; nearly  one  thoufand  great  Ihot  are  faid  to  have  been  expended, 
during  this  time  y.  Col.  Horton  having  received  reinforcements,  fent  a fummons  to 
the  governor,  who  refufed  to  liften  to  any  terms ; foon  afterwards,  the  Earl  of 
Manchefter  came  to  the  fiege  with  his  army,  but  their  united  attempts  proved  fruit- 
lefs ; and  after  two  or  three  days  more  of  ineffectual  battering,  during  which  the 
befieged  made  a very  fuccefsful  fally,  the  whole  army  rofe  up  from  before  the  walls, 
and  marched  in  different  directions z.  When  the  king  came  to  Newbury,  he  knighted 
the  governor  for  his  good  fervices. 

During  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury,  Sir  John  Boys  fecured  the  king’s  artillery, 
under  the  caftle  walls.  After  the  battle,  the  king  being  gone  with  his  army  to 
Oxford,  the  Earl  of  Effex,  with  his  whole  force,  befieged  Donnington  Caftle,  with 
no  better  fuccefs  than  others  had  done  : he  had  given  over  the  attempt  before  the 
king  returned  thither,  from  Oxford,  which  he  did  purpofely  for  its  relief,  on  the 
4th  of  November  1644:  it  was  then  re-viCtualled  without  oppofition,  and  the 
king  flept  that  night’  in  the  caftle,  with  his  army  around  him a.  The  only  part  of 
the  caftle  that  now  remains,  is  a gateway,  which  has  two  towers ; it  is  probable, 
that  the  walls  received  fo  much  injury,  that  they  were  incapable  of  repair.  The 
fite  palled  by  a female  heir  from  the  Packers,  to  the  Hartleys,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Winchcombe  Henry  Howard  Hartley,  a minor.  The  caftle-houfe,  a manfion 
not  far  from  the  caftle,  was  for  fome  time  occupied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  O’Beirne,  now 
bifhop  of  Meath  ; it  is  at  prefent  in  the  occupation  of  Col.  Stead,  who  has  refided 
there  feveral  years. 

x Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  62.  y Clarendon  and  Heath.  * Heath. 

a Clarendon. — Sir  Edward  Walker  fays,  that  King  Charles  flept  in  Donnington  Caftle  on  the  9th  of 
November. — See  his  Hiftorical  Difcourfes. 
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The  manor  of  Donnington  is  now  held  under  the  king,  by  William  Lowndes 
efq.  as  parcel  of  the  honor  of  Wallingford. 

A modern  houfe,  under  the  hill,  was  built  by  the  late  James  Petit  Andrew's  efq. 
author  of  “ the  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,  connected  u'ith  the  Chronology  of  Europe,” 
and  was  for  a time  his  feat.  He  afterwards  fold  it  to  the  late  William  Brummell  efq. 

The  fmall  priory  of  Trinitarians,  and  the  hofpital,  or  God’s  houfe,  fpoken  of  by 
bifhop  Tanner,  as  both  founded  by  Sir  Richard  Abberbury,  appear  to  have  been 
one  and  the  fame  foundation.  The  bifhop  fpeaks  of  the  priory,  as  having  been 
founded  by  Sir  Richard  Abberbury,  in  1392,  (16  Ric.  II.)  but  it  is  obferved  in  a 
note,  that  at  its  fuppreflion  in  1534,  the  principal,  in  the  deed  of  furrender,  is  not 
called  prior , but  minijier  : the  revenues  of  the  houfe  were  then  valued  at  19I.  3s.  iod. 
The  charter  of  16  Richard  II.  which  indeed  is  the  only  record  of  a religious  houfe, 
founded  by  Sir  Richard  Abberbury,  informs  us,  that  being  in  his  old  age,  he  then 
eltablilhed  at  Donnington  a houfe  of  God,  for  a minijier , and  certain  poor  perfons, 
to  pray  for  the  king’s  foul,  the  founder’s  foul,  he.  and  endowed  it  with  two  acres 
of  land,  in  Donnington,  and  the  manor  of  Yeftely,  or  Ifley,  near  Oxford.  After 
the  diffolution,  the  eftates  of  this  hofpital  continued  in  the  crown,  till  about  the 
year  1570,  when,  upon  the  petition  of  Charles  Earl  of  Nottingham,  the  Lord  Ad- 
miral, they  w'ere  reftored  to  the  hofpital,  which  from  that  time  was  called,  “ the 
hofpital  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  Donnington,  in  time  pad:  begun  to  be  founded  by 
Sir  Richard  Abberbury  knt.  and  by  Charles  Howard,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  per- 
fected and  confummated.”  It  is  probable  that  the  hofpital  was  rebuilt,  at  the 
earl’s  expence ; by  the  ftatutes b then  ordained,  the  patronage  of  the  hofpital  was 
to  be  veiled  in  the  Lord  Admiral,  his  heirs  and  afligns  : the  foundation  was  to 
confilt  of  a mailer  and  twelve  poor  brethren ; the  mailer  was  to  have  three  quarters 
and  four  bulhels  of  wheat,  annually,  and  4d.  a-day  in  money  ; the  poor  men,  one 
quarter  and  feven  bulhels  yearly,  and  2d.  a-day  in  money  ; the  allowance  to  be  in- 
creafed  according  to  the  revenues  of  the  hofpital : the  profits  of  the  ellate  are 
nowr  divided  into  fourteen  equal  lhares,  of  which  the  mailer  receives  two.  The 
patronage  is  veiled  in  Henry  Winchcombe  Howard  Hartley,  a minor,  fon  of  the 
late  Winchcombe  Henry  Hartley  efq.  as  defeended  by  female  heirs  from  the  Packers, 
who  feem  to  have  purchafed  Donnington-Callle,  and  with  it  the  patronage  of  the 
hofpital  of  the  fecond  Earl  of  Nottingham.  The  llatutes  of  the  Lord  Admiral 
give  no  directions  as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  alms-men,  who  are  to  be  “ fuch 
as  the  earl,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  in  his  or  their  diferetion  lhall  think  .meet.”  The. 

“ A Copy  of  the  Earl  of  Nottingham’s  Statutes  for  the  hofpital  at  Donnington,  may  be  feen  in  the 
JSodleian  Library  at  Oxford. 
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ordinances  of  the  original  founder  direft,  that  “ as  foon  as  any  man  has  pafied  out 
of  this  houfe,  as  by  way  of  death,  either  put  out  by  trefpafs  making,  another  fhall 
be  chofen  by  his  heirs,  of  his  poor  tenants,  either  of  his  fervants,  or  fome  poor 
man  to  whom  he  liketh  his  alms  to  give  c.” 

Not  far  from  this  hofpital  is  a houfe  called  the  priory,  the  feat  of  Frederick 
Cowllade  efq.~  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  there  is  no  record  of  any  religious 
houfe  at  this  place,  excepting  the  hofpital  of  Donnington,  which  has  been  fome 
times  improperly  called  a priory.  It  would  not  have  been  an  improbable  conjeflure, 
that  Mr.  Cowflade’s  was  the  fite  of  the  ancient  hofpital ; but  there  are  documents 
which  prove  that  the  fite  was  not  altered,  when  it  was  rebuilt  in  1570. 

Great,  or  West-Shefford,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  on  the 
road  from  Newbury  to  Lambourn,  being  nine  miles  from  Newbury,  four  from 
Lambourn,  five  from  Hungerford,  and  eight  from  Wantage.  One  of  the  Sheffords, 
but  it  is  uncertain  which,  was  in  the  Dover  family  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  was 
granted  by  King  Henry  III.  to  Payne  Paverell,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of 
Bokefworth d ; the  other  was  in  the  family  of  de  Ripariis,  or  Rivers  e.  At  a 
later  period  the  manor  of  Great-Shefford  belonged  for  a confiderable  time  to  a 
branch  of  the  Brydges  family f;  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Anthony  Brydges  efq.  the 
laft  heir  male  of  this  branch,  who  died  in  1613,  brought  it  in  marriage  to  George 
Browne  efq. g whofe  grandfon,  Sir  George  Browne  bart.  fold  it,  in  1 7 1 6,  to  Sir 
William  Trumbull h,  and  it  is  now  the  property  of  his  reprefentative,  the  marchionefs 
of  Downfhire. 

The  manor,  or  manor  farm  of  Whatcomb,  in  this  parifh,  now  the  property  of 
John  Hyde  efq.  was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Colefbill ',  and  afterwards  in  that 
of  Haute k. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Brownes,  fome  time  lords  of  the 
manor,  a younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Browne  Vifcount  Montagu.  Sir  George 
Browne,  who  died  in  1678,  was  knight  of  the  Bath,  his  younger  brother  John, 
was  created  a baronet  in  1665. 

The  principal  and  fcholars  of  Brazen-Nofe  College,  in  Oxford,  are  patrons  of  the 
redtory -which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury.  The  college  bought  the  advowfon  in 
1736,  of  Mr.  Linton,  who  had  purchafedit  in  1708,  of  Sir  George  Browne. 

c Communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coxe,  one  of  the  guardians  of  Mr.  Hartley,  patron  of  the 
hofpital.  d See  a recital  in  Cart.  6 Edw.  III.  No.  5.  when  it  was  confirmed  to  Henry  de 

Bokefworth.  c Efch.  6 Edw.  I.  f See  Collins’s  Peerage.  5 Anfwers  to 

Mr.  Rowe  Mores’s  Queries,  publilhed  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit.  h Ibid.  5 Efch.  Edw.  III. 

k Bundel.  Placit.  &c.  in  Turr.  Lond.  Co.  Berks.  No.  38. 
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Sir  Edward  Walker,  in  his  Hiftorical  Difcourfes ',  informs  us  that  King  Charles 
was  quartered  at  Shefford  on  the  19th  of  November,  1644. 

Little-Shefford  or  East-Shefford,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle, 
lies  on  the  road  from  Newbury  to  Lambourn,  being  eight  miles  from  the  former 
place  and  five  from  the  latter  ; the  manor  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  family  of 
Fettiplace.  Thomas  Fettiplace,  of  Eaft-Shefford,  married  Beatrice,  an  illegitimate 
daughter  of  John,  King  of  Portugal ; who  had  been  fuccefiively  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Earl  of  Arundel,  Gilbert  Lord  Talbot m,  and  John  Earl  of  Huntingdon n. 
The  grandfon  of  this  Thomas  Fettiplace  married  the  heirefs  of  Befils,  and  rebuilt 
the  manor-houfe  at  Eaft-Shefford,  the  ruins  of  which  yet  remain,  and  exhibit  the 
arms  of  Befils  on  the  fione-work  of  fome  of  the  windows.  Sir  Richard  Elyot, 
appointed  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  King’s  Bench  in  1515,  had  a temporary  intereft 
in  this  manor  by  marrying  the  relidt  of  one  of  the  Fettiplaces  °.  Edmund  Fetti- 
place, grandfon  of  Thomas  above-mentioned,  quitted  Shefford  for  Befils-Legh. 
This  manor,  having  been  afterwards  purchafed  by  the  Winchcombes  p,  defcended 
with  their  other  eftates  to  the  late  Winchcombe  Henry  Hartley  efq.  and  is  now  the 
property  of  his  fon  Winchcombe  Henry  Howard  Hartley,  a minor. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a handfome  monument,  with  figures  in  alabafter,  of  a man 
in  armour,  and  a female,  without  any  infcription  or  arms,  and  the  monument  of 
John  Fettiplace,  who  died  in  1524;  in  the  windows  are  the  arms  of  Fettiplace 
quartering  Befils,  and  fome  mutilated  figures  of  Saints.  Mr.  Hartley  is  patron  of 
the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

The  fchool  founded  by  Lady  Frances  Winchcombe,  at  Thatcham,  was  intended 
for  the  education  of  children  of  that  parifh,  Bucldebury,  and  Eaft-Shefford  ; but 
on  account  of  the  diftance  ^being  feven  miles),  the  benefa&ion  has  . been  of  very  little 
benefit  to  Eaft-Shefford. 

Shillingford,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half  to 
the  fouth-eaft  of  Faringdon.  The  manor,  which  before  the  Reformation  belonged 
to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  afterwards  in  the  Untons q and  Packers; 
it  was  purchafed  of  the  latter  in  1738  by  Sarah  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  William  Yarnton  Mills  efq.  who  bought  it  of  Earl  Spencer  in 
1796. 

The  manor-houfe,  an  ancient  ftone  building,  called,  it  does  not  appear  for  what 
reafon,  Shillingford  caftle,  was  many  years  ago  the  feat  of  the  Packers.  It  has 
been  for  a confiderable  time  uninhabited. 

1 Page  120.  m Berkfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britiih  Mufeum.  n Dugdale.  0 See  his  will. 

f Henry  Winchcombe  died  feifedof  it,  18  Car.  x.  11  Efch.  40  Eliz. 
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In  the  parilh  church  is  an  ancient  monument  of  John  de  Blewbury,  a pried:,  who 
died  in  1372  ; that  of  Sir  Edward  Hannes,  phyfician  to  Queen  Anne,  with  his 
buff  ; and  that  of  the  late  Lord  Alhbrook,  who  died  at  Shilling-ford  in  1780, 
being  tenant  of  the  manor-houfe : there  are  memorials  alfo  for  Edward  Neville 
efq.  fon  of  Sir  Henry,  1632  ; and  for  fome  of  the  Packer  family.  Mr.  Mills  is 
patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

Shilton  lies  partly  in  an  infulated  diftrid  of  Berklhire,  furrounded  by  Oxford- 
(hire,  two  miles  and  a half  from  Burford,  and  four  from  Bampton.  The  church 
and  part  of  the  parfonage  houfe  are  in  Oxfordthire,  the  greater  part  of  the  parilh 
in  Berkfhire.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Beaulieu,  to  whom 
it  was  given  by  King  John,  together  with  the  church,  in  1205  : fince  the  Refor- 
mation it  has  been  in  the  families  of  Unton q,  Penifton r,  Rainton s,  Bray ',  and 
Fettiplace  ; it  is  now  the  property  of  Charles  Fettiplace  efq.  The  parilh  has  been 
iiiclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament  palled  in  1794,  when  allotments  of  land  were 
made  to  the  lay  redor,  to  the  vicar,  and  other  tithe  owners. 

Shinfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Charlton,  lies  four  miles  to  the  fouth-eafl  of 
Reading : part  of  this  parilh  is  in  an  infulated  diftrid  of  Wiltlhire.  The  manor, 
which  at  an  early  period  had  belonged  to  the  St.  Johns u,  was,  about  the  year  1600, 
in  the  family  of  Marten,  from  whom  it  palled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Woilafcots  *. 
The  Earl  of  Fingal,  who  married  the  heirefs  of  the  Wollafcots,  fold  it  to  Alexander 
Cobham  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  Mr.  Cobham  has  another  fmall  manor 
in  the  parilh,  which  belonged  to  the  family  of  Hyde,  under  a grant  of  King 
James  I. 

The  manor  of  Hartley-Dummer  in  this  parilh,  lying  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  is 
the  property  of  John  Dearlley  efq. 

The  manor  of  Beams,  in  the  fame  county,  now  the  property  of  Henry  Lannoy 
Hunter  efq.  lying  partly  in  this  parilh  and  partly  in  Swallowfield,  is  the  fame  with 
Beaumys  (defcribed  in  old  records  y as  being  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  near  Reading,) 
which  belonged  anciently  to  the  De  la  Beches.  Nicholas  Lord  de  la  Beche  had  the 
king’s  licence  to  fortify  his  manor  houfe  at  Beaumys,  in  1338  z.  In  1352,  a molt 
outrageous  alfault  was  committed  at  this  callle  by  John  de  Dalton,  who,  coming 
with  an  armed  force,  killed  Michael  le  Poynings,  uncle  to  Lord  Poynings,  Thomas  le 
Clerk,  and  others,  frightened  Roger  Hunt,  the  chaplain,  to  death,  carried  away 

’ Efch.  Eliz.  r Ibid.  * Monumental  Infcriptions.  ' Ibid.  u Nomina  Villa- 

rum,  No.  6281,  Harl.  MSS.  * See  Efch.  2 Jac.  ■ y See  on  Pat.  26  Edw,  III.  pt.  r. 

a pardon  to  Hugh  Fazakerly.  2 Pat.  12  Edw.  III. 
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goods  and  chattels  to  the  amount  of  ioool.  and  took  feveral  prifoners  j among 
whom  was  Margaret  Lady  De  la  Beche,  owner  of  the  callle  (then  the  wife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Arderne3).  In  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  the  manor  of  Beaumys  was  in 
the  family  of  Stonor b.  Mr.  Hunter’s  houfe  is  in  the  parifh  of  Shinfield  ; not  far  from 
it,  on  a fmall  elevation  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Swallowfield,  is  an  ancient  moat, 
which,  it  is  probable,  was  the  fite  of  Beaumys  Callle.  Mr.  Hunter  has  another 
houfe  at  a little  diltance,  in  the  neighbouring  parilh  of  Stratfield-Say  (now  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  Mr.  Mufgrave)  called  Beech-hill,  probably  from  the  De  la  Beches.  Mr. 
Hunter  has  alfo  the  manors  of  Great  and  Little  -Shipbridge,  partly  in  this  parilh 
and  partly  in  Swallowfield. 

The  manor  of  Hartley- Court,  which  was,  for  many  years,  in  the  family  of  Beke  % 
is  now  the  property  of  John  Deane  efq. ; the  Bekes  held  it  under  the  family  of 
Vachell:  Thomas  Vachell  efq.  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Hertley , in  1553  d. 
The  Norris  family  had,  for  many  years,  a manor  in  Shinfield. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  for  the  family  of  Beke,  of  Hartley-Court.  The 
dean  and  chapter  of  Hereford  are  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  and  patrons  of 
the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading  : Mr.  Cobham  is  lefiee. 

Richard  Pigot  founded  a fchool  at  Shinfield,  in  1707,  and  endowed  it  with  42I. 
per  annum , for  the  education  of  20.  poor  children. 

Shottesbroke,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerlh,  lies  about  four  miles  to  the  fouth- 
welt  of  Maidenhead,  and  nearly  nine  miles  well  of  Windfor.  At  this  place  was  a 
fmall  college,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptill,  for  a warden  and  five  priells, 
founded  in  1337,  by  Sir  William  Trulfell,  of  Cubblefdon,  in  Staffordlhire  % and 
endowed  with  the  church  of  Shottelbroke,  and  a rent  charge  of  40s.  per  annum, 
on  the  manor,  of  which  he  was  then  lord.  Soon  after  its  foundation,  the  college 
was  almolt  deltroyed  by  fire ; in  confequence  of  which  misfortune,  the  church  of 
Bafilden,  and  other  lands,  were  given  for  its  fupportf.  The  revenues  of  this 
college,  which  was  fupprefied  in  the  firft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  were  then 
ellimated  at  33I.  18s.  8d.  clear  yearly  value  g.  Its  fite  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  to 
the  north  of  the  parilh  church,  where  is  an  old  houfe,  formerly  the  refidence  of  the 
learned  Mr.  Dodwell,  now  inhabited  by  one  of  Mr.  Vanfittart’s  fervants.  The 
lands  belonging  to  the  college  were  granted  to  the  family  of  Weldon h. 


a See  Pat.  26  Edw.  III.  Rennet’s  Paroch.  Antiq.  and  Rolls  of  Parliament.  b Cl.  Rot.  22  EAw.  IV. 
c Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  and  Monumental  Infcriptions.  d Efch.  1 Mary.  * Pat.  ix  Edw.  III. 
1 See  Hearne’s  Account  of  Shottelbroke,  annexed  to  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  V. 

* Tanner.  h Ibid. 
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The  manor  of  Shottefbroke  belonged,  at  an  early  period,  to  a family,  who  took 
their  name  from  the  village : about  the  year  1300  it  palled,  by  a female  heir,  to  the 
ancient  family  of  Vis  de  Lou*,  foon  afterwards  extinft.  In  1340,  Sir  William 
Truffell,  who  had  then  been  fome  time  in  pofieffion  of  the  manor,  obtained  for  him- 
felf,  and  his  fucceffors,  a charter  of  exemption  from  expeditation k of  his  dogs  l. 
The  manor  continued  a confiderable  time  in  the  Truffell  family.  Sir  William 
Truffell,  who  died  in  1481,  left  a fon,  Edward  m;  the  fame,  it  is  fuppofed,  who 
became  afterwards  a knight-banneret,  and  whofe  daughter  and  heir  married  John 
Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford".  It  is  probable,  that  this  manor  was  fold  by  Edward  Vere, 
Earl  of  Oxford  (who,  about  that  time,  diffipated  the  greater  part  of  his  fortune)  to 
the  family  of  Powle,  who  poffeffed  it  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  * : from 
them  it  pafled  to  the  Cherrys.  Shottefbroke  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of 
Arthur  Vanfittart  efq.  M.  P. ; his  anceftor  purchafed  it  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Francis  Cherry  efq.  who  died  in  1713. 

This  manor  was  anciently  held  by  a fingular  fpecies  of  grand  ferjeanty ; namely, 
by  the  fervice  of  providing  charcoal  to  make  the  crown,  and  other  regalia,  for  the 
king’s  coronation,  the  fum  of  60  (hillings  and  1 od.  being  allowed  for  it  by  the 
king p.  It  may  be  obferved,  as  a circumftance  which  throws  fome  light  on  the  1 
origin  of  this  fingular  tenure,  that  the  manor  of  Shottefbroke,  then  called  Sotefbrok, 
belonged,  in  the  time  of  William  Rufus,  to  Alward,  the  goldfmith,  whofe  father 
held  it  under  King  Edward  the  Confeffor. 

The  parifh  church,  a handfome  Gothic  flrudure,  was  built  in  the  form  of  a crofs, 
in  allufion,  as  has  been  fuppofed,  to  the  arms  of  the  founder,  Sir  William  Truffell, 
which  are  a crofs  flory.  The  monuments  of  the  founder,  and  his  lady,  are  in  the 
north  tranfept ; plain  altar  tombs,  under  groined  arches,  richly  ornamented  with 
Gothic  tracery.  The  founder  is  faid  to  have  been  coufm-german  of  a more 
celebrated  perfon,  of  the  fame  name,  prolocutor  of  the  parliament  which  depofed 
King  Edward  II. s Margaret,  daughter  and  heir"  of  Sir  William  Truffell,  of 
Shottefbroke,  married  Sir  Fulke  Pembrugge  ; and,  dying  in  1399,  lies  buried  near 
the  tomb  of  her  father,  under  a flab,  on  which  is  her  effigies,  in  brafs,  with  a head- 
drefs,  richly  ornamented.  In  the  fame  tranfept  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Richard 
Powle,  K.  B.  who  died  in  1678,  and  that  of  Thomas  Noke,  with  his  effigies,  on 
brafs,  “ who,  for  his  great  age  and  virtuous  life,  was  reverenced  of  all  men,  and 

* See  Efch.  Hen.  III.  and  28  Edw.  I.  k A practice  of  cutting  out  the  ball  of  the  foot,  to 

prevent  their  hunting  in  the  king’s  forefts.  1 Pat.  14  Edw.  III.  m Efch.  20  Edw.  IV. 

" Brooke’s  Catalogue.  0 Monumental  Infcriptions.  p Blount’s  Tenures. 

' Thomas  Hearne’s  Letter,  affixed  to  the  fifth  volume  of  Leland’s  Itinerary. 

' His  only  fon  died  without  iffue. 
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commonly  called  Father  Noke,  created  efquire  by  King  Henry  VIII.  He  was  of 
feature  high  and  comely  ; and,  for  his  excellence  in  artillery,  made  yeoman  of  the 
crown  of  England  ; which  had,  in  his  life,  three  wives,  and  by  every  of  them  fome 
fruit  and  offspring:  he  deceafed  the  21ft  day  of  Auguft,  1567,  in  the  year  of  his 
age  87.”  Elizabeth,  Lady  Hoby,  one  of  the  learned  daughters  of  Sir  Anthony 
Coke,  wrote  a Latin  epitaph  on  him ; which,  as  being  fomewhat  better  than  thofe 
written  by  her  on  the  Hoby  family  at  Bifham,  is  here  inferted,  as  a fpecimen  of  that 
lady’s  compofition : — 

“ O multum  dekdte  fenex,  pater  atque  vocatus, 

Vel  quia  grandaevus,  vel  quia  probus  eras. 

Annos  vixiRi  novies  decern,  atque  fatelles 

Fidus  eras  regum,  fidus  erafque  tuis : 

Jam  fatis  fundtus  valeas,  fed  tu  Deus  alme 
* . 

Sic  mihi  concedas  vivere,  fic  que  mori.” 

In  the  chancel  is  the  monument  of  William  Throckmorton,  warden  of  the 
college  of  Shottefbroke,  who  died  in  1 535:  his  effigies,  in  alabafter,  lefs  than 
the  life,  lies  within  an  oblong  hone,  hollowed  out  for  its  reception.  On  the  floor 
are  fome  brafs  figures,  under  rich  Gothic  canopies ; the  infcriptions  are  gone. 
There  are  in  the  chancel,  alfo,  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of  Cherry,  and  the 
monument  of  the  learned  Henry  Dodwell,  fome  time  Camden  profeflor  of  hiftory, 
at  Oxford  ; a very  able  chronologilt  and  hiftorian.  His  principal  work,  “ De 
Cyclis  Veterum ,”  was  written  at  Shottelbroke  : his  epitaph,  written  by  Dr.  Friend, 
head  mafler  of  Weftminfter  fchool,  is  printed  in  the  Bibliotheca  Topographica 
Britannica. 

In  the  church-yard  is  the  tomb  of  Francis  Cherry  efq.  the  friend  of  Dodwell, 
and  the  patron  of  Thomas  Hearne.  It  has  only  the  following  infcription : “ Hie 
jacet  Peccatorum  maximus.  Obiit  anno  dom.  1713,  Sept.  13,  Anno  setatis  48.” 

Mr.  Vanfittart  is  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes,  formerly  belonging  to  the 
college,  and  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading.  It  is 
annexed  to  White-Waltham. 

Shrivenham  lies  five  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Faringdon,  and  gives  name  to 
the  hundred  in  which  it  is  fituated.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  place  has  efcaped 
the  notice  of  Camden,  and  all  his  editors,  nor  is  any  mention  of  it  to  be  found  in 
Afhmole’s  Colle&ions,  or  in  the  Magna  Britannia : it  has  been,  neverthelefs,  a 
place  of  confiderable  note  from  an  early  period.  In  1257,  William  de  Valence  had 
a charter  for  a Thurfday’s  market  here,,  and  an  annual  fair  at  the  feflival  of  St.  Mary 
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Magdalen  % which  were  confirmed  by  another  charter  in  1383  V The  market  and 
fair  have  been  long  difcontinued. 

The  principal  manor  of  Shrivenham,  which,  in  fucceeding  times,  after  it  became 
the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Shrewfbury,  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Shriven- 
ham-Salop,  was  granted  by  King  John  to  Geffrey,  Earl  of  Perch  ”,  whofe  fon  and^ 
fuccelfor,  Thomas,  was  flain  in  1217,  fighting  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  at  the 
fiege  of  Lincoln.  His  lands  being  forfeited,  the  manor  of  Shrivenham  was  fuccef- 
fively  granted,  within  a very  fiiort  time,  to  Henry  de  Turbeville  x and  Robert  de- 
Bras y ; but  the  bilhop  of  Chalons  coming  over  to  England,  claimed  it,  as  heir  to 
the  laft  earl,  and  fold  his  right  in  it  to  William  Marlhall,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and 
William  Longefpee,  Earl  of  Salilbury  \ Ela,  Countefs  of  Salilbury,  had  livery  of 
her  hulband’s  right  in  this  martor,  in  1226*;  notwithllanding  which,  it  was  feifed 
by  the  crown  the  fame  yearb ; and,  in  1228,  the  manor  was  confirmed  to  William 
Marlhall c;  from  whom  it  paffed,  fucceffively,  by  heirs  female,  to  the  Valences, 
Earls  of  Pembroke ; the  Comyns,  of  Badenagh ; and  the  Talbots,  Earls  of 
Shrewfbury d ; by  one  of  whom  this  manor  was  fold  to  Sir  Thomas  Fettiplace e : in 
1589,  Sir  Thomas  Unton  purchafed  it  of  Befils  Fettiplace;  and  dying  in  1596, 
without  iffue,  the  reverfion,  after  the  death  of  his  widow,  was  fold  by  Sir  John 
Wentworth,  who  married  one  of  his  fillers,  to  Dame  Dorothy  Moor ; and  by  her, 
in  1624,  to  the  family  of  Rolte,  who  had  been  a confiderable  time  proprietors  of 
Shrivenham-Claycourt f,  being  one  of  the  manors  into  which  this  parilh  was,  at  an 
early  period,  divided,  and  to  each  of  which  a lhare  of  the  hundred  was  annexed. 
In  the  latter  end  of  Henry  Illd’s  reign,  William  de  Valence,  Joan  de  Champernon, 
and  Thomas  de  Alta  Ripa,  or  Hawtrey,  held  thefe  three  manors g : in  the  reign  of 
Edward  II.  they  were  held  by  Aylmer  de  Valence,  John  de  Wilington,  and  Thomas 
de  Hawtrey.  The  manor  belonging  to  the  Hawtreys  mull  have  been  Claycourt, 
which  paffed  afterwards  to  the  Beckinghamsh  and  Roltes.  The  third  manor, 
called  Shrivenham-Stalpits,  paffed,  after  the  death  of  Ralph,  Lord  Wilington, 
about  the  year  1399,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Beaumonts5,  and  was  afterwards  in’ 
the  Courtneys,  Earls  of  Devon,  one  of  whom  fold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Unton,  of 
Wadley k,  father  of  Sir  Alexander,  who  died  in  1 547  : it  was  purchafed  of  the 
Untons,  by  Sir  William  Effex,  who,  by  marriage,  with  the  heirefs  of  Rogers had', 
inherited  the  ancient  manor  and  feat  of  Becket. 


’ Cart.  41  Hen.  III. 
the  firft  Lord  Barrington. 
3 Cl.  10  Hen.  III. 
c Barrington  Papers. 


* Pat.  6 Rich.  II. 

1 Pat.  1 Hen.  III. 
b Ibid. 
i Efch.  Eliz. 

1 See  Efch.  20  Rich.  II.  and  Efch.  2 Hen.  VI. 
1 Berkfhire  Pedigrees  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum. 
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At  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  Becket,  or  as  it  was  then  written,  Becote,  be- 
longed to  the  Earl  of  Evreux;  it  was  not  long  afterwards  in  the  crown,  and  became  for 
fome  time  one  of  the  royal  palaces.  King  John  occafionally  refided  there,  as  appears  by 
a mandate  to  the  Sheriff  of  Oxfordfhire,  figned  by  the  king  at  Becket,  in  the  7th  year 
of  his  reign.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  this  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Becote  or 
Becket  ”,  who  held  lands  in  Shrivenham,  by  the  fervice  of  coming  before  the  king, 
whenever  in  his  progrefs  he  fhould  pafs  by  Fowyeare’s-Mill  bridge,  in  Shrivenham, 
fhowing  him  two  white  capons,  and  addrefling  him  with  the  following  fingular 
fpeech,  “ Ecce  Domine  ijlos  duos  Capones - quos  alias  habebitis  fed  non  nunc 
The  manor  of  Becket  was  afterwards  in  the  Shottefbrokes,  from  whom  it  pafled  by 
a female  heir  to  the  family  of  Rogers  Sir  William  Eflex,  a defcendant  of  Sir 
William  above-mentioned,  was  created  a baronet  in  1612,  being  defcribed  of 
Becket,  which  in  1621  he  fold,  together  with  the  manor  of  Shrivenham-Stalpits, 
to  Roger  Glover  efq.  In  1632,  Sir  Henry  Marten,  judge  advocate,  purchafed 
both  thefe  eflates  of  Mr.  Glover  and  his  fon,  and  in  1637,  the  manors  of  Shriven- 
ham-Salop,  and  Shrivenham-Claycourt  of  the  Roltes.  In  1652,  his  fon,  Harry 
Marten  the  regicide,  who  fquandered  away  the  large  fortune  which  his  learned 
father  had  acquired  by  his  profeflional  labours,  fold  all  thefe  manors  to  Sir  George 
Pratt  bart.  who,  in  1 655,  conveyed  them  to  Sir  John  Pettus  and  Thomas  Hufley, 
truftees,  as  it  appears,  of  John  Wildman  efq.  alderman  of  London,  who,  at  the 
Revolution,  was  knighted  and  made  pofl-malter  general ; his  fon  bequeathed  them 
to  his  adopted  heir,  John  Shute  efq.  who  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Barrington, 
and,  in  1720,  was  created  Vifcount  Barrington  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  All 
the  above  manors,  together  with  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham,  are  now  vetted  in 
the  Hon.  Shute  Barrington,  lord  bifhop  of  Durham,  and  other  truftees  under  the 
will  of  William  Lord  Barrington,  who  died  in  1793.  Becket-houfe,  the  feat  of 
this  noble  family,  is  at  prefent  in  the  occupation  of  Barrington  Price  efq.  it  is 
about  to  be  entirely  new  modelled  in  the  Gothic  ftyle,  after  defigns  made  for  that 
purpofe  by  Mr.  Atkinfon. 

The  manor  of  Weft-mill,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  for  feveral  years  to  the  Wil- 
loughbys  of  Bifhopftone,  in  Wiltlhire,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  late  Lord 
Holland,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  the  prefent  lord. 

The  parifli  church,  a large  and  handfome  ftru&ure,  exhibits  in  its  external  ap- 
pearance the  later  ftyle  of  Gothic  archite&ure.  Withinftde  is  a double  row  of 
circular  columns  and  arches,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  buildings,  and 

“ Efch.  Edw.  III.  " “ Behold  my  Lord  thefe  two  capons,  which  you  fhall  have  another 

time,  but  not  now.  Harleian  MSS.  No.  20^7,  p.  177.  0 Berkfhire  Pedigrees. 
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forming  aides  both  for'  the  nave  and  chancel ; the  tower  which  is  in  the  centre,  is 
fupported  by  four  pointed  arches.  In  the  chancel  are  the  monuments  of  Sir  John 
Wildman,  of  Becket-houfe  ; John  Wildman  efq.  his  fon  ; the  fird  Vifcount  Barring- 
ton ; and  his  fon,  the  fecond  Vifcount.  Sir  John  Wildman,  who  was  alderman  of 
London,  and  pod-mader  general,  died  in  1693  : directed  by  his  will,  “ that  if 

his  executors  fhould  think  fit  there  fhould  be  fome  done  of  fmall  price  fet  near  his 
afhes,  to  fignify,  without  foolilh  flattery,  to  his  pofterity,  that  in  that  age  lived  a 
man  who  fpent  the  bed  part  of  his  days  in  prifons,  without  crimes,  being  confcious 
of  no  offence  towards  man,  for  that  he  fo  loved  his  God  that  he  could  ferve  no 
man’s  will,  and  wifhed  the  liberty  and  happinefs  of  his  country,  and  of  all  man- 
kind q.”  John  Wildman  the  fon,  {hewed  an  eminent  degree  of  filial  piety,  by 
preferring  “ confinement  for  many  years  with  his  father,  who  was-  a prifoner  of 
date  in  the  ifle  of  Scilly,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
his  liberty.  He  always  approved  of  the  Roman  method  of  adoption,  and  followed 
it  himfelf,  by  appointing  John  Shute  efq.  of  the  Inner-Temple,  noways  allied  to 
him,  to  fucceed  to  his  edates q.”  Mr.  Wildman  died  in  1710  ; his  adopted  heir, 
who  was  of  an  ancient  family  fettled  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge  and  Leiceder, 
afterwards  became  heir  alfo  to  Francis  Barrington  efq.  of  Tofts,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  took  the  name  and  arms  of  that  family,  by  a£t  of  parliament 
in  1716.  Mr.  Barrington  didinguiflied  himfelf,  both  as  a politician  and  a theological 
writer,  his  tenets  being  thofe  of  the  Prefbyterian  diflfenters : in  1720  he  was 
created  a peer,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Barrington,  of  Newcadle,  and  Vifcount 
Barrington  of  Ardglafs,  in  Ireland.  This  accomplifhed  nobleman  died  at  his  feat 
at  Becket,  in  1734;  his  elded  fon  fucceeded  him  in  the  title;  his  younger  fons 
(of  whom  the  bifliop  of  Durham  is  the  only  furvivor)  attained  to  fome  of  the  fird 
fituations  in  the  church,  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  law.  Lord  Barrington,  the 
elder  fon,  lies  buried  in  the  chancel,  at  Shrivenham,  where  is  the  following  in- 
fcription  to  his  memory  : “ In  the  fouth-eadem  part  of  the  chancel  are  depofited 
the  remains  of  William  Wildman,  Vifcount  Barrington,  born  Jan.  15,  1717,  died 
February  1,  1793.  His  drong  difcriminating  underdanding,  his  a&ive  talents, 
and  unremitting  afliduity  in  public  bufinefs,  rendered  him  early  confpicuous  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  of  which  he  was  39  years  uninterruptedly  a member.  During 
34  years  of  that  period,  under  the  reigns  of  George  II.  and  III.  (two  princes, 
whofe  confidence  he  enjoyed,)  he  ferved  the  crown  with  inflexible  integrity,  high 
honour,  and  didinguiflied  abilities  in  the  offices  of  fecretary  of  the  admiralty,  mader 
of  the  great  wardrobe,  fecretary  at  war,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  treafurer 


r See  the  epitaph. 
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of  the  navy.  In  1778,  he  retired  from  parliament,  and  public  employment,  to 
private  life,  in  full  pofleflion  of  his  mental  and  bodily  powers,  and  in  the  higheft 
merited  favour  with  his  fovereign.  The  candour  of  his  mind,  the  foundnefs  of  his 
judgment,  his  accurate  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  the  urbanity  of  his  manners, 
made  him  the  delight  of  every  fociety  in  which  he  lived.  His  zeal  to  promote  the 
public  good,  his  wifh  to  diffufe  happinefs  to  all  around  him,  his  benevolence  which 
flowed  from  the  heart,  his  kindnefs  to  the  tenants  and  poor  of  his  eftates,  and  his 
affe&ion  to  his  family,  fecured  to  his  chara&er  an  efteem,  attachment,  veneration, 
and  love,  which  it  has  been  the  lot  of  few  to  experience.  This  monument  is  ere&ed 
to  his  memory  by  his  three  furviving  brothers,  to  whom  he  was  the  beft  of  fathers 
and  of  friends.”  Two  of  Lord  Barrington’s  brothers,  Daines  and  Samuel,  are  fince 
dead : the  honourable  Daines  Barrington,  formerly  one  of  his  Majefly’s  counfel, 
and  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  great  Seflions  for  North-Wales,  died  March  14,  1800, 
and  lies  buried  in  the  Temple  church,  where  is  a tablet  to  his  memory  : he  was  author 
of  feveral  ingenious  treatifes  on  antiquarian  and  other  fubje&s.  The  honourable 
Samuel  Barrington,  admiral  of  the  white,  who  died  Auguft:  16,  1800,  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  his  gallant  behaviour  as  a captain  in  the  wars  of  1741  and  1 756,  par- 
ticularly by  the  capture  of  the  Count  de  Florentine,  a French  fhip  of  60  guns, 
the  flag  of  which  Hill  remains  in  the  chancel  of  Shrivenham  church.  He  gained 
immortal  honour  by  his  repulfe  of  a very  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy  at  St.  Lucie, 
when  he  had  the  command  of  a fleet  in  the  Weft-Indies  in  1779.  The  admiral 
lies  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Shrivenham,  where  a monument  has  been  lately 
erected  to  his  memory,  with  the  following  infcription.  The  verfes  are  from  the  pen 
of  Mrs.  Hannah  More. 

“ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  honourable  Samuel  Barrington,  admiral  of  the 
white,  and  general  of  marines,  born  February  15,  1730,  died  Auguft;  16,  1800.” 

* Here  refts  the  Hero,  who,  in  glory’s  page, 

Wrote  his  fair  deeds  for  more  than  half  an  age. 

Here  refts  the  Patriot,  who  for  England’s  good, 

Each  toil  encountered,  and  each  clime  withftood  ; 

Here  refts  the  Chriftian,  his  the  loftier  theme. 

To  feize  the  conqueft,  yet  renounce  the  fame. 

He,  when  his  arm  St.  Lucia’s  trophies  boafts, 

Afcribes  the  glory  to  the  Lord  of  Hofts ; 

And  when  the  harder  talk  remain’d  behind 
The  paffive  courage  and  the  will  refign’d. 

Patient  the  veteran  vidlor  yields  his  breath 
Secure  in  him  who  conquered  fin  and  death.” 
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In  the  chancel  at  Shrlvenham  are  memorials  alfo  for  the  family  of  Blagrave,  of 
Watchfield,  in  this  parifh.  In  the  eaft  window  are  the  arms  of  the  abbey  of  Ciren- 
cefler,  impaling  thofe  of  John  Hakeborne,  the  laft  abbot ; Pleydell  grantee  of  the 
redory,  impaling  Ayfhcombe  ; and  Bouverie,  Earl  of  Radnor  (with  quarterings)  : 
thefe  coats,  with  the  figure  of  an  abbot,  in  ftained  glafs,  were  put  up  by  the 
prefent  earl  of  Radnor,  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  which 
(having  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Cirencefter),  he  inherited 
from  the  family  of  Pleydell.  The  vicarage  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon,  and  in 
the  patronage  of  the  crown. 

There  was  a chantry  in  Shrlvenham  church,  founded  and  endowed  by  John  de 
Burghton,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  in  1336% 

The  principal  hamlets  in  this  parilh,  are  Bourton , anciently  Burghton  ; Watchfield y 
anciently  Wachenesjield , Longcot , and  Farnham  or  Fearnham , all  of  which  fupport 
their  own  poor.  Bourton  and  Watchfield  have  been  inclofed,  by  an  ad  of  par- 
liament,  palfed  in  1789,  when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  to  Lord  Radnor, 
as  impropriator,  and  to  the  vicar ; at  Longcot  is  a chapel  of  eafe,  the  chapel  of 
Watchfield  was  pulled  down  about  the  year  1770.  The  hamlet  of  Longcot  has 
been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1796^  when  allotments  of  land, 
were  affigned  to  William  Kemeys  efq.  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  to  Mrs.  AnneFurye, 
as  impropriators  of  tithes  in  Eaft-end  and  Well-end  tithings,  and  an  allotment  to 
the  vicar  of  Shrivenham.' 

The  manor  of  Watchfield  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  fo 
early  as  the  time  of  King  Kenulf s j after  the  reformation,  it  was  for  a confiderable 
time  in  the  family  of  Willoughby,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Henry  Lord 
Holland.  By  a fubfequent  purchafe  it  became  the  property  of  Lord  Barrington, 
and  now  forms  part  of  the  Shrivenham  ellate.  The  manor  of  Fearnham , about 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  was  in  the  Windfors',  afterwards  in  the 
Fettiplaces";  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Ann  Furye,  relid  of  the  late  Col. 
Furye,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  a confiderable  time. 

Sparsholt,  or  Spersholt,  in  the  hundred  of  Wanting  and  deanery  of  Abing- 
don, lies  four  miles  well  of  the  town  of  Wantage.  The  manor  is  faid  to  have 
been  given  by  King  Henry  I.  to  the  family  of  Achard x.  It  appears  on  record, 
that  they  were  in  polfeffion  of  it  in  1299  y,  from  them  it  palfed  by  female  heirs  to 
the  De  la  Mares  and  Forlters.  Sir  William  Forller  levied  a fine  of  this  manor  in 

r Pat.  ioEdw.  III.  * Dngdale.  c Collins’s  Peerage.  u Efch.  Car.  I. 

* Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  VI  p.  28.  y Efch.  2yEdw.  I. 
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1 607  z ; Toon  after  this,  Sparfholt  became  the  feat  of  a branch  of  the  Craven 
family:  Anthony  Craven  efq.  of  Sparfholt,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1661, 
died  in  1670  without  iffue.  The  manor  of  Sparfholt,  has  fmce  been  in  the  families 
of  Palmer  and  Richmond,  the  late  general  Gabbit  became  poffefled  of  it  by  his 
marriage  with  Mifs  Richmond  : it  now  belongs  to  Thomas  Spiers  Gabbit  efq.  the 
manor-houfe  is  occupied  by  a tenant. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church  is  the  tomb  of  a crufader;  in  the  fouth  tranfept 
are  fome  ancient  monuments  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  Achards : the  effigies  of  a 

knight  in  wood  lies  on  the  floor ; this  is  defcribed  by  Afhmole,  as  having  been 
placed  on  an  ancient  altar-tomb,  in  the  middle  of  the  chapel.  In  the  fouth  wall, 
under  ogee  arches,  are  two  altar  tombs,  on  which  lie  two  female  figures  in  wood, 
with  veils  and  wimples,  one  of  which  Afhmole  has  erroneoufly  defcribed  as  a man.- 
Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  fays,  44  at  Sparfhold  lyeth  one  of  the  Achards,  honorably 
buried  in  a chapel  annexid,  hard  to  the  fide  of  the  paroche  chirche,  having  a 
chauntry,  and  on  eche  fide  of  him  lyeth  a wife  of  his.  _ There  is  a commune 
faying,  that  the  one  of  them  was  a duches,  and  the  other  a countes,  but  this  faying 
hath  little  apparaunce  of  truthe.”  In  the  fame  chapel  is  the  monument  of  Sir 
George  Hyde,  K.  B.  who  died  in  1625,  a defcendant  of  the  Hydes  of  Denchworth, 
who  removed  from  that  place  to  Kingfton-Lifle,  in  this  parifh  : the  family  is 
now  extinft. 

The  great  tithes  of  Sparfholt  are  vefled  in  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of  Queen’s 
College,  in  Oxford,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  The  rectory  and  advowfon 
are  faid  to  have  been  purchafed  of  the  Achards,  by  Robert  Eglesfield,  founder  of 
that  college,  and  made  part  of  its  endowment3.  Sparfholt,  and  the  hamlet  of 
Weft  cote,  were  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1800  : the  lands  were  not 
exonerated  from  tithes. 

The  record  of  Domefday  mentions  a manor  in  Sperfolt,  belonging  to  the  monaf- 
tery  of  Abingdon  ; and  ftates,  that  the  men  of  the  county  faid,  that  Edric  gave  it  to 
his  fon,  a monk  at  Abingdon,  for  life,  and  that  they  did  not  know  that  it  ever 
belonged  to  the  abbey,  but  the  abbot  claimed  it  as  given  to  the  convent  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  and  fhowed  the  king’s  charter  with  his  feal,  and  the 
fignatures  of  all  the  monks. 

Kingjlon-Lifle , a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  about  a mile  and  a half  weft  of 
Sparfholt,  has  a chapel  of  eafe.  The  manor  was  the  property  and  feat  of  the 

z Papers  belonging  to  Mr.  Congreve,  of  Aldermafton.  a Mr.  Noble’s  anfwer  to  Mr. 

Rowe  Mores’s  Queries  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit. — Bacon’s  Liber  Regis  defcribes  the  redory  as  having  been 
appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon. 
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ancient  and  noble  family  of  De  Infula,  or  De  Lille.  Alice  De  Life  had  the  king’s 
licence  for  inclofmg  a park  here,  in  1 336 b.  John  Talbot,  the  great  Earl  of 
Shrewlbury,  having  married  Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Richard 
Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  by  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Lord 
Berkeley,  who  had  married  the  heirefs  of  the  Lifes,  his  eldelt  fon  was,  in  1444, 
created  Baron  Life,  and  in  1452,  Vifcount  Life.  The  title  of  Baron  Life  has 
palled  by  heirs  female,  but  not  without  attainders  and  revivals,  through  the  families 
of  Grey,  Dudley,  and  Sidney  ; it  finally  became  extindl  in  1 743.  The  manor  of 
Kingfton-Lille  was  for  many  years  in  the  Hydes ; it  was  purchafed  of  this  family, 
on  or  about  the  year  1750,  by  Abraham  Atkins  efq.  who  bequeathed  it  to  his 
nephew  Edwin  Martin,  father  of  Abraham  Edwin  Martin  Atkins  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor : Mr.  Atkins,  who  has  a feat  at  Kingfton-Lifle,  is  proprietor  alfo  of  the 
manors  of  Ealt-Manton  and  Weftcote.  Ealt-Manton  belonged  to  the  Forfters ; 
Weftcote  was  formerly  in  the  Pleydells,  and  afterwards  the  property  of  Lord  Downe, 
of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Abraham  Atkins,  above-mentioned.  Farlow  or  Fawler , 
within  the  manor  of  Kingfton-Lille,  is  a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  at  which  there  was 
formerly  a chapel  of  eafe,  dedicated  to  St.  James : it  has  been  many  years  gone  to 
decay,  and  a chapel  at  Kingfton-Lille  has  been  built  in  lieu  of  it.  The  hamlets  of 
Kingfion-Lljle  and  Fawler  have  been  inclofed,  by  an  adt  of  parliament,  palfed  in 
1777,  under  which  a great  part  of  the  neighbouring  parilh  of  Uffington  was  alfo 
inclofed.  It  appears  that  the  tithes  of  thefe  hamlets  were  then  the  fubjedt  of  liti- 
gation, they  were  not  to  be  aftedted  by  the  adt,  unlefs  the  proprietors  requelled  an 
allotment.  Lord  Craven  has  a large  ellate  at  Kingfton-Lille,  the  manfion  belonging 
to  which  is  at  prefent  in  the  tenure  of  Edward  Thornhill  efq. 

Speen  or  Spene,  fuppofed  by  moll  writers  to  have  been  the  Roman  Spines,  is 
fituated  partly  within  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  and  partly  within  that  of  Kentbury- 
Eagle,  about  a mile  to  the  north-weft  of  Newbury.  It  had  formerly  a market  on 
Mondays,  which  was  granted  in  1218  to  William  Marlhall,  Earl  of  Pembroke0. 

Spene  was  one  of  the  principal  fcenes  of  adfion,  in  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury  ; 
Prince  Maui  ice’s  foot,  and  fome  horfe,  were  quartered  there  at  the  beginning  of 
the  engagement,  in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  village  was  taken  by  the  oppofite 
party d. 

From  a very  early  period,  there  were  two  principal  manors  in  this  parilh,  Church- 
Spene  and  Wood-Spene.  Church-Spene,  when  the  Norman  Survey  was  taken, 
belonged  to  Plumphrey  Vis  de  Lou;  in  the  13th  century,  it  was  in  the  Defpencers0; 
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afterwards,  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Elford  and  Mounteneye f.  In  1400,  this 
manor  was  granted  to  John  Champes,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1441  h.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  IV.  it  was  in  the  family  of  Rogers  ‘,  from  whom  it  palled,  by  female 
defcent,  to  Sir ' William  Elfex,  who  with  his  fon  gave  it  to  King  Henry  VIII. 
»»  1543* 

The  manor  of  Wood*Spene  belonged  to  the  Marfhalls,  Earls  of  Pembroke ; from 
them  it  defcended  with  other  eftates,  and  the  earl  marfhal’s  Half,  to  Thomas  Brother- 
ton  Earl  of  Norfolk,  who  gave  it  to  King  Edward  III.  in  1332  k.  The  fame  year  the 
king  granted  it  to  his  relation  William  de  Bohun,  afterwards  Earl  of  Northampton 
On  a partition  of  the  eftates  of  the  Bohuns,  it  came  again  to  the  crown,  but  was  given 
in  1483,  by  King  Richard  III.  to  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as  being  de- 
fcended from  that  family  m : on  the  duke’s  attainder,  it  became  again  vefted  in-  the 
crown. 

This  manor  was  granted  in  1565,  to  John  Baptift  de  Caftillon  : his  fon,  Sir 
Francis,  fold  it  in  1630,  to  the  truftees  of  Sir  William  Craven,  from  whom  it  de- 
fcended to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Craven. 

In  the  parifli  church  is  an  altar  tomb,  with  the  effigies  in  armour  of  John  Baptift 
Caftillon  efq.  above-mentioned,  a Piedmontefe  who  died  in  1597  ; and  the  monu- 
ment of  Dame  Elizabeth  Caftillon,  wife  of  his  fon  Sir  Francis,  who  died  in  1603. 
Her  effigies  is  reprefented  habited  in  a fardingale,  and  flowered  gown,  with  a veil 
which  almoft  covers  the  body.  There  are  fome  memorials  alfo  for  the  Craven 
family. 

The  great  tithes  of  Spene,  which  were  given  by  William  Marffiall,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  to  the  knights  hofpitallers,  are  now  appropriated  to  the  fee  of  Salifbury 
the  bifhop  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury.  Spene- 
moor  or  mead,  in  this  parifli,  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1737. 
The  remainder  of  the  parifli,  excepting  the  hamlet  of  Bagnor , has  been  fince  inclofed 
by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1779.  Allotments  of  land  were  affigned  to  the 
impropriator,  and  to  the  vicar  ^ and  to  the  latter,  a rent  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  old. 
inclofures. 

Speenhamland , a tithing  of  this  parifli  lies  on  the  road  from  London  to  Bath,, 
contiguous  to  the  town  of  Newbury,  and  appears  to  be  part  of  its  fuburbs.  The 
manor  was  anciently  in  the  Clares,  Earls  of  Gloucefter n,  from  whom  it  paffed  fuc- 
ceffively by  female  heirs,  to  the  Defpencers,  Beauchamps,  and  Nevilles.  Having  been 
many  years  in  the  crown,  it  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Thomas  Crompton0: 
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it  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Dolmans ; and,  having  pafled  by  the  fame 
title  as  the  neighbouring  manor  of  Shaw,  belongs  now  to  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews  bart, 

Mrs.  Anne  Watts,  in  the  year  1664,  founded  an  alms-houfe,  at  Speenhamland, 
for  two  poor  widows,  who  receive  about  2 s.  a- week  each- 

Marlh-Benham,  Benham- Valence,  and  Bagnor , are  in  this  parilh.  The  manor  of 
Benham- Valence,  which  at  an  earlier  period  had  been  in  the  families  of  Camvil  and 
Wake,  took  its  name  from  William  de  Valence,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  to  whom  King 
Henry  IIL  granted  it  in  i25op.  In  the  year  1340,  it  pafled  with  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  by  female  defcent,  to  Laurence,  Lord  Haftings  q : Sir  William  Eflex,  who 
acquired  it  by  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  Rogers,  gave  the  manor  and  park  to  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  1542  r.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  not  long  afterwards  granted  to 
Sir  Walter  Mildmay ; for  it  appears  that'he  furrendered  them  to  the  crown  in  1551s, 
Queen  Elizabeth  gave  Benham-Valence,  with  Wood-Spene,  to  John  Baptifl  de  Caf- 
tillon  in  1565,  for  his  faithful  fervices  to  her  in  her  troubles '.  His  fon.  Sir  Francis, 
fold  it  in  1630,  to  the  anceftors  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Craven.  This 
manor  was  held  by  grant-ferjeanty,  by  the  fervice  of  keeping  the  door  of  the  king’s 
chamber u. 

Benham-Place,  a villa  of  the  late  Lord  Craven’s,  is  now  the  feat  of  their 
Serene  Highnefles,  the  Margrave  and  Margravine  of  Anfpach.  The  Margravine,  who 
was  reli£t  of  Lord  Craven,  purchafed  it  a few  years  ago  for  her  fon,  the  Earl.  The 
houfe,  an  elegant  ftru&ure  of  the  Ionic  order,  was  completed  in  the  year  1775  ; it 
was  built  by  Brown,  under  the  direction  of  Lady  Craven.  Benham-Place  is  pleafantly 
fituated  between  the  Bath  road,  and  the  Kennet,  which  fupplies  a fine  flieet  of  water 
in  front  of  the  houfe.  The  lodges,  at  the  eaftern  and  weftern  extremities  of  the  park, 
were  built  not  long  ago  by  the  Margravine. 

The  manor  of  Bagnor,  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Poghly,  is  now  veiled  in 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in 
exchange  for  fome  landsr  which  now  form  part  of  St  James’s  park. 

Stanford,  in  the  hundred  of  Ganfield,  fometimes  called  Stanford  in  the  Vale,  is 
fituated  in  the  vale  of  White  Horfe,  on  the  road  from  Faringdon  to  Wantage,  four 
miles  from  the  former,  and  five  from  the  latter;:  it  had  formerly  a market  on 
Thurfdays,  long  difcontinued,  granted  by  a charter  of  Henry  III.  in  1230,  together 
with  a fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Dionyfius,  to  the  family  of  Ferrars,  Earl  of  Derby x, 
who  from  the  time  of  the  conqueft,  had  been  in  pofieflion  of  the  manor.  The  eftates 

* Cart.  33  Hen.  III.  q Efch.  Hen.  IV.  &c.  andDugdale’s  Baronage.  ' Records  in  the  aug- 
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belonging  to  this  earldom  were  all  forfeited  in  1266*;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
manor  of  Stanford  was  granted  to  the  Clares,  Earls  of  Gloucefter,  who  were  polfelfed 
of  it  in  1290%  From  them  it  palled,  by  heirs  female,  to  the  Defpencers,  Beau- 
champs, and  Nevilles  ; and  became  veiled  in  the  crown  by  the  marriage  of  Anne 
Neville,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  with  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  afterwards 
King  Richard  III.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  it  was  in  the  family  of  Fettiplace b, 
who  continued  to  poffefs  it  for  a confiderable  time.  This  manor  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Edward  Loveden  Loveden  efq.  who  purchafed  it,  about  the  year  1790,  of 
the  late  Hervey  Alton  efq.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hatch,  who  held  it  in  moities.  The 
moiety  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Hatch,  defcended  to  him  from  his  grandfather, 
Mr.  Avery  Tyrrell,  of  Stanford.  Mr.  Worthington,  lord  of  the  manor  and  hundred 
of  Wantage,  holds  a court  here,  as  lord  paramount. 

The  parilh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  building  ; the  tower  is  one  of  the  molt 
diftinguilhed  objefts  in  the  vale.  The  cognizances  of  the  rofe  and  fetlock,  impal- 
ing the  ragged  Half  on  the  fouth  porch,  feem  to  denote  that  it  was  built  about  the 
time  of  the  match  of  Lady  Anne  Neville  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter.  In  the 
chancel  windows,  are  the  arms  of  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  Zouch.  The  only 
monument  deferving  of  notice,  is  that  of  one  of  the  Knolles  family,  a nephew  of  the 
firft  Earl  of  Banbury,  who  died  in  1640.  The  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminfter 
have  the  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  and  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  parilh  of  Stanford  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  par- 
liament, palled  in  1783  ; the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes.  Jofeph  Pitt  efq. 
of  Cirencefter,  is  leffee  of  the  great  tithes  under  the  church  of  Weftminfter. 

Stanford-dingley,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  nine  miles  to  the 
north-eaft  of  Newbury,  and  about  1 1 to  the  weft  of  Reading.  The  editor  of 
Alhmole’s  Colleftions  has  confounded  the  hiftory  of  this  place  with  that  of  Standford 
in  the  vale.  The  manor  of  Stanford,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  belonged  to  the 
Barons  Somery  ; the  Punchardons,  who  held  it  under  them  c,  became  afterwards 
pofielfed  of  the  fee,  in  which  they  were  fucceeded  by  the  family  of  Stokes d.  About 
the  year  1700,  it  belonged  to  the  Hillefdons  ; from  whom  it  palled  by  purchafe  to  its 
late  owner  Mr.  Barker  : the  prefent  proprietor  is  Mrs.  Cornifh. 

Rulhdens,  an  ancient  manfion  in  this  parilh,  was  for  more  than  two  centuries  a feat 
of  the  Ly  fords.  The  heirefs  of  this  family  married  Mr.  Granger,  who  was  polfelfed 
of  it  in  1759 c : it  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Matthews. 

1 Dugdale.  a Efch.  Edw.  I.  11  Will  of  Sir  Thomas  Fettiplace,  1524.  c Efch.  Edw. 
I.  and  Edw.  II.  d Efch.  Edw.  II. — Hen.  VI.  c Anfwer  to  Mr.  R.  Mores’s  queries  in 
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In  the  parifh  church  is  a brafs  plate,  with  a memorial  of  Margaret,  the  wife  of 
William  Dyneley,  (efquire  of  the  body  to  King  Henry  VIII.)  who  died  in  1444.  It 
feems  not  improbable  that  the  Dyneleys  fucceeded  the  family  of  Stokes  in  the  manor, 
and  gave  their  name,  fince  corrupted  to  Dingley,  to  the  village  : in  all  very  ancient 
records  it  is  called  Stanford,  without  any  addition. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Valpy,  D.  D.  mailer  of  Reading  fchool,  is  patron  of  the 
redtory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

Steventon,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  about  four  miles,  nearly  to  the  fouth 
of  Abingdon.  At  this  place  was  an  alien  priory  of  black  monks,  a cell  to  the  abbey 
of  Bee  Harlewin  in  Normandy,  to  which  monaftery  the  manor  had  been  given  by 
King  Henry  I.  The  alien  priories  having  been  fupprelfed  during  the  war  with  France, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the  III.  the  abbey  of  Rec-Harlewin,  fold  this  manor 
with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  to  Sir  Hugh  Calveley,  whofe  truftees  conveyed  it, 
in  1393,  to  John  bilhop  of  Salilbury,  and  Roger  Walden  f,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
truftees  for  the  crown,  as  the  manor  was  foon  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  the  king, 
who  granted  it  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Weftminfter g ; it  now  belongs  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  that  church,  who  are  impropriators  alfo  of  the  great  tithes,  and  pa- 
trons of  the  vicarage.  Steventon  lies  within  the  deanery  of  Abingdon : in  the 
church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Wifeman,  who  had  a feat  in  this  parilh, 
and  another  at  Sparlholt>court  in  the  neighbourhood. 


' •Stratfield-Mortimer,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  feven  miles  to  the 
fouth-vveft  of  Reading,  on  the  borders  of  Hampfhire,  into  which  county  the  parilh 
extends.  The  manor  was  in  the  Mortimer  family,  from  the  time  of  the  conqueft 
till  the  death  of  Edmund  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  in  1425  h,  when  it  devolved  to 
his  coufin  and  heir,  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  father  of  King  Edward  IV.  and  thus 
became  veiled  in  the  crown.  In  1495,  it  was  in  jointure  to  the  Queen  of  King 
Henry  VII. 1 In  1538,  Mortimer  great  park  was  leafed,  for  21  years,  to  William, 
Marquis  of  Winchefter,  and  the  leafe  was  renewed  in  1 5 5 1 k-  Queen  Elizabeth, 
in  1564,  granted  the  manor,  with  the  great  and  little  park,  to  Henry,  Lord  Hunfdon,. 
who  fold  them  the  fame  year  to  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter.  This  eftate  has 
defeended  from  the  noble  family  of  Pawlet  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Richard 
Benyon  efq.  M.  P.  in  the  fame  manner  as  Englefield1. 

The  manor  of  Wokefield,  anciently  called  Elocfelle,  and  now  Oakfield,  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  Norman-Survey,  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  as  an  appendage  to 


1 Pat.  17  Rich.  II.  p.  2.  E Tanner. 
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Aldermaflon : it  was  afterwards  held,  with  Stratfield,  by  the  Mortimers,  and  was, 
with  that  manor,  in  jointure  to  the  Queen  of  King  Henry  VII.  in  1495  m*  R was 
fettled  by  King  Henry  VIII.  on  his  laft  queen,  Catherine  Parr.  After  this  it  be- 
came, by  purchafe,  the  property  of  the  great  lawyer,  Serjeant  Plowden",  who, 
according  to  Anthony  Wood,  had  “ a fair  eftate,”  in  the  adjoining  parilh  of 
Burghfield,  of  which  he  died  polfelfed  in  1584.  This  manor  was  fold,  in  1626, 
by  Francis  Plowden  efq.  to  Peter  Weaver,  whofe  grandfon,  by  his  only  daughter, 
was  Francis  Parry,  envoy  to  Portugal,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  Three- 
fourths  of  the  manor  of  Oakfield  were  purchafed  by  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  in  1742, 
of  Mr.  Parry’s  reprefentatives ; and  by  his  grandfon,  the  fecond  earl,  fold  to  the  late 
Bernard  Brocas  efq.  whofe  widow  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  The  remaining  fourth 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Morgan,  prebendary  of  Gloucefter,  and  vicar 
of  Stratfield-Mortimer,  by  inheritance  from  his  mother,  one  of  the  fillers  and  co- 
heirs of  Charles  Parry  efq.  who  died  in  1740. 

John  Dabridgecourt,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  were  polfelfed  of  an  eftate  in  this  parilh, 
called,  in  a record  of  1432  °,  the  manor  of  Stratfield-Mortimer,  which  defcended 
to  the  pofterity  of  William  Brocas  efq.  fecond  hulband  of  Agnes  Dabridgecourt, 
and  continued  in  their  polfeflion  in  1485  p. 

The  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading  had  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  was 
granted,  in  1550,  to  John  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick.  This  manor  was  afterwards 
in  the  noble  family  of  Lucas,  and  palfed,  by  the  marriage  of  Mary,  only  daughter 
of  John,  Lord  Lucas,  in  1662,  to  Anthony,  Earl  of  Kent.  In  1724,  the  manor 
and  eftate  were  fold,  piece-meal,  by  his  fon,  the  duke.  The  greater  part  is  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Anne  Bever. 

In  the  chancel  of  the  parilh  church  is  a window  of  ftained  glafs,  put  together  by 
Dr.  Bever,  the  late  vicar : in  the  centre  is  a portrait  of  William  of  Wickham, 
Bilhop  of  Winchefter.  The  great  tithes  are  appropriated  to  Eton  College : the 
provoft  and  fellows  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading : 
Mrs.  Anne  Bever  is  lelfee  under  the  college. 

Mortimer-heath,  containing  1500  acres,  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament, 
palfed  in  1802  : an  allotment  of  100  acres  was  afligned  to  the  poor  for  fuel : the 
inclofed  lands  are  fubjeft  to  tithes  : an  allotment  was  referved  for  holding  Mortimer 
fair.  There  are  two  annual  fairs  held  in  the  parilh,  April  27th  and  November  6th. 
The  remainder  of  the  parilh,  excepting  the  tithing  of  Wokefield,  had  been  inclofed 
by  a former  aft. 

m Rolls  of  Parliament.  * From  the  information  of  Dr.  Morgan.  * Efch.  10  Hen.  VI. 
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Streatly,  in  the  hundred  of  Moreton,  lies  by  the  Thames  fide,  about  fix  miles 
fouth  of  Wallingford,  on  the  road  to  Reading.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  taken  its 
name  from  being  fituated  on  the  ancient  Ichnield-Street,  or  Ickleton-Way,  as  it  is 
here  called,  which  erodes  the  Thames  from  this  place  to  Goring,  in  Oxfordshire. 
The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Mohuns q,  afterwards  in  the  De  la  Poles,  Dukes  of 
Suffolk r;  at  a later  period  in  the  Sambourns : Sir  Plenry  Sambourn  was  lord  of 
the  manor  in  1644.  Sir  John  Rufh  had  a feat  here,  and  a moiety  of  the  manor, 
about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  the  manor, 
Richard  Palmer  efq.  of  Holme-park,  near  Sunning,  purchafed  one  moiety  of  the 
Rulh  family,  and  the  other  of  feveral  proprietors,  among  whom  it  was  divided. 
The  Bifhop  of  Salifbury  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of 
Wallingford.  The  great  tithes,  formerly  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Hurley,  are 
now  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Salifbury.  Southridge  and  Weftridge  are  in  this 
parifli. 

Sulham,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  about  fix  miles  nearly  weft  of  Reading, 
between  the  Bath  and  Wallingford  roads.  The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  the 
family  of  St.  Philibert5,  afterwards  to  the  Carews : it  is  probable,  that  it  paffed 
from  them  to  their  reprefentatives,  the  Iwarbys c and  St.  Johns,  who  inherited  the 
neighbouring  manor  of  Purley.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilder, 
in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time.  Dr.  Wilder  is  the  prefent 
incumbent,  and  patron  of  the  redtory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading. 

SulhaM'STed- Abbots,  or  Abbas,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  called,  in  old 
deeds,  Suthampfted  and  Chilhampfted,  lies  about  fix  miles  nearly  to  the  fouth 
of  Reading.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading,  was  granted,  in  1541,  to  Sir  John  Williams",  from  whom  it  paffed,  by 
female  heirs,  to  the  families  of  Norris  and  Bertie.  In  the  early  part  of  the  laft 
century,  it  was  purchafed  of  one  of  the  Earls  of  Abingdon,  by  Daniel  May  efq. 
whofe  fon  gave  it  to  his  nephew,  John  Thoyts  efq.  It  is  now  the  property  and  feat 
of  William  Thoyts  efq.  his  fon. 

The  manor  of  the  liberty  of  Griefiey,  or  Greafely,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  alfo  to 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading.  In  1541,  being  then  called  the  manor  of 
Greylhall,  it  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Williams ; and  having  defeended,  with  Sul- 
hamfted- Abbots,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  noble  family  of  Bertie,  was  purchafed  of 

' Nomina  Villarum,  No.  6281.  Harl.  MSS.  Brit.  Muf.  r Efch.  Hen.  VI. 

‘ Efch.  Edw.  I. — Edw.  III.  ' See  Efch.  6 Edw.  IV.  " Records  ia  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  by  John  James  efq.  of  Denford  : it  is  now  the  property  of 
Sir  Walter  James  James  barf. x The  family  of  James  refided  at  Griefley,  long  before 
they  acquired  this  manor ; Walter,  the  fon  of  Walter  James,  was  baptifed  at  Sul- 
hamfted,  in  1630,  as  appears  by  the  parifh  regifter. 

The  family  of  Perkins,  who  were  fettled  at  Ufton,  had  formerly  an  eflate  in  this 
parifh,  called  the  manor  of  Faxes-Court y. 

Sulhamfled-Abbots,  together  with  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Sulhamfled-Ban- 
nifter,  form  now  one  confolidated  rectory,  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  of  which  the 
provoft  and  fcholars  of  Queen’s  College,  in  Oxford,  are  patrons.  The  advowfon 
of  Sulhamfled-Abbots  was  purchafed  by  the  college  of  Lord  Norris,  about  the  year 
1610  A The  advowfon  of  Sulhamfled-Bannifler  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Sher- 
bourn,  about  the  year  1364,  by  John  Bannifter ; and  was  granted,  by  King 
Edward  IV.  to  Queen’s  College,  with  that  priory,  and  its  eflates.  The  lands  of 
the  two  Sulhamfleds  are  much  intermixed  with  each  other,  and  with  thofe  of  the 
adjoining  parifhes. 

Sulhamsted-Bannister  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Reading. 
The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  the  family  of  Bannifler  % from  whom  it  took  its 
additional  name,  and  afterwards,  fucceffively,  to  the  De  la  Mares b and  Forflers. 
Within  the  lafl  century,  this  manor  has  been  in  the  families  of  Ball,  Jennings,  and 
Stephens ; it  was  purchafed  of  the  latter,  in  1774,  by  William  Thoyts  efq.  grand- 
father of  the  prefent  proprietor.  Samuel  Morland,  fon  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Morland,  redlor  of  the  Sulhamfleds,  was  created  a baronet  by  King  Charles  II.  in 
1660,  as  a reward  for  feveral  important  difcoveries,  which  he  had  made  to  that 
monarch  at  Bruffels : he  had  been  under  fecretary  to  Thurloe,  and  had  been 
employed  by  Cromwell,  in  various  embaffies : in  his  patent  of  creation,  he  was 
defcribed  as  of  Sulhamfled-Bannifler,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  whether 
he  was  poffeffed  of  the  manor,  or  any  confiderable  property  in  the  parifh.  It  was 
this  baronet,  and  not  his  fon,  as  Granger  erroneoufly  fuppofes,  who  diflinguifhed. 
himfelf  by  his  fkill  in  mechanics,  and  was  appointed  mailer  of  the  mechanics  to 
King  Charles  II.  he  died  in  1695,  at  aSe  82%  having  fo  far  outlived  hi& 
faculties,  that  he  was  unable  to  fign  his  name  to  the  will,  by  which  he  difinherited 
his  only  fon  of  the  fame  name,  who  was  the  fecond  and  lafl  baronet  of  the  family,, 
and  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his  property  to  Mrs.  Zenobia  Hough. 

x See  p.  306.  7 Efch.  Edw.  IV.  1 Anfwers  to  Mr.  Rowe  Mores’s  Queries  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit. 

* Efch.  Edw.  III.  * Efch.  46  Edw.  III.  * Le  Neves  MSS.  in  the  Collection  of 
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The  parfonage  houfe,  which  was  formerly  in  Sulhamfced- Abbots,  near  the  church, 
was  removed  to  its  prefent  htuation  in  this  parifh,  not  far  from  the  river  Kennet, 
and  the  Bath  road,  by  Mr.  Halton,  who  was  reftor,  in  1693  d.  Sulhamfted-Ban- 
nifter  is  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Reading. 

Sunning,  in  the  hundred  of  that  name’,  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about 
three  miles  nearly  eaft  of  Reading,  to  the  north  of  the  London  road.  It  has  been 
faid,  that  this  place  was  a bilhop’s  fee,  during  the  feparation  of  Wiltfhire,  and,  as 
fome  fuppofe,  Berklhire,  from  the  fee  of  Sherbourn  ; but  Bifhop  Tanner’s  editor, 
on  the  authority  of  William  of  Malmfbury,  who  exprefsly  fays,  that  Wiltfhire  only 
was  feparated  from  Sherbourn,  is  of  opinion,  that  the  bifhops  of  the  new  fee  had  no 
other  feat  than  Ramfbury,  until  Bifhop  Herman  removed  to  Old  Sarum'.  It  is 
certain,  that  the  bifhops  of  Salifbury  held  the  manor  of  Sunning,  at  the  time  of  the 
conquefl,  and  that  the  manor  houfe  was,  for  fome  centuries  afterwards,  their  occa- 
fional  refidence.  In  1389,  we  are  told,  that  the  Bifhop  of  Salifbury,  being  at  his 
manor  houfe,  at  Sunning,  was  informed  of  the  fecret  practices  of  the  Wickliffites f. 
Ifabel,  Queen  of  King  Richard  II.  refided  at  the  bifhop  of  Salifbury’s  manor  place, 
at  Sunning,  during  the  interval  between  the  depofition  and  death  of  that  unfor- 
tunate monarch,  who  was  then  a prifoner  at  Pomfretg:  Bifhop  Nevil  dates  from 
Sunning,  in  i436h.  In  Leland’s  time  there  remained  “ a fair  old  houfe  of  done, 
at  Sonninge,  by  theThamife  ripe,  longging  to  the  bisfhop  of  Sarefbyri,  and  thereby 
a fair  parke.”  In  the  year  1574,  Edmund,  bifhop  of  Salifbury,  gave  the  manor  of 
Sunning  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  exchange  for  eflates  in  Dorfetfhire It  was 
granted  by  King  Charles  I.  in  1628,  to  Lawrence  Halftead  and  Abraham  Cham- 
berlain : not  long  afterwards  it  came  into  the  family  of  Rich,  who  fettlpd  at 
Sunning  in  or  before  the  year  1650.  Thomas  Rich  efq.  who  had  been  a great 
friend  to  the  fuffering  clergy,  and  had  entertained  the  deprived  Bifhop  Brownrig 
under  his  roof  at  Sunning,  during  the  greater  part  of  Cromwell’s  prote&orate k, 
was  created  a baronet  in  1660.  The  title  became  extinct  in  1803,  by  the  death  of 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  admiral  of  the  blue,  who  had  fold  the  manor  of  Sunning,  in 
1795,  to  Richard  Palmer  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  Mr.  Palmer  has  a very 
handfome  feat,  called  Holme-park,  which  he  began  to  build  the  year  after  he  had 
purchafed  the  manor. 

0 From  the  information  of  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  prefent  reftor.  c Notitia  Monaftica. 

f Holinfhed.  E Ibid.  h Deed  of  Endowment  of  Coxwell  Vicarage. 

1 From  the  information  of  Mr.  Boucher,  regiftrar  of  the  diocefe  of  Salifbury. 
k Biograph.  Brit,  article  Brownrig. 
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The  Survey  of  Domefday  mentions  two  manors  of  Herlei , in  the  hundred  of 
Charlton,  and  another  manor  of  Hurlei,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  befides  Herlei, 
in  the  hundred  of  Bernerfh,  (now.  Hurley,)  between  Maidenhead  and  Henley. 
The  three  former,  it  is  probable,  all  apply  to  the  Earleys,  in  this  parilh.  The  Erles, 
an  ancient  family,  one  of  whom  was  knight  of  the  (hire,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
poffeffed  one  of  thefe  manors ',  from  which  they  feem  to  have  taken  their  name. 
In  or  about  the  year  1392,  John  Shelford,  who  became  poffeifed  of  a life-intereft  in 
the  manor  of  ErEgA-Whyte-Knights,  by  marrying  the  widow  of  Henry  Aldryngton, 
purchafed  the  inheritance  m.  Being  veiled  ip  the  crown,  in  1412,  King  Henry  IV. 
granted  it,  with  the  cultody  of  a free  chapel  there,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
hofpital  of  lepers  at  Reading,  to  John  Beke n ; Sir  Thomas  Beke  died  feifed  of  it 
in  1 547  0 ; it  appears  on  record,  that,  fome  years  before  his  death,  he  had  dilfolved 
the  free  chapel  pf  Arley- White-Knights,  without  the  king’s  leave p.  About  the 
middle  of  the  17th  century,  if  not  before,  Earley -White-Knights  became  the  property 
and  feat  of  a younger  branch  of  the  Englefield  family,  to  whom  the  title  of  baronet 
afterwards  devolved.  It  is  now  the  country  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  who 
purchafed  the  houfe  and  manor  of  Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield,  the  prefent  baronet  j 
Sir  Henry  retains  a confiderable  eftate  in  the  parifli  of  Sunning. 

The  manor  of  Maiden-Earley,  now  the  feat  of  Edward  Golding  efq.  M.  P.  has, 
of  late  years,  undergone  frequent  alienations ; it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Golding, 
of  William  Matthew  Birt  efq.  governor-general  of  the  Leeward  Illands.  ' 

Earley-Court,  in  this  parilh,  having  been  formerly  in  the  Elookes q,  and  after- 
wards, for  feveral  years,  in  the  Manleys,  of  Chelhire,  was  purchafed  of  Sir  John 
Powell  Price,  and  his  lady,  in  the  year  1765,  by  the  late  John  Bagnall  efq.  who 
died  in  1802,  leaving  two  daughters;  one  married  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  Windfor; 
the  other  to  the  celebrated  civilian,  Sir  William  Scott,  judge  of  the  high  court  of 
Admiralty,  who  now  refides  at  Earley-Court. 

William  Fettiplace  efq.  when  he  endowed  a chantry,  fchool,  and  ahns-houfes,  at 
Childrey,  in  1526,  among  other  eftates  given  to  the  provoft  and  fcholars  of  (Queen’s 
College,  in  Oxford,  for  their  fupport,  mentions  fome  lands  in  Earley,  and  a free 
chapel  of  St.  Bartholomew r,  which  was  fituated  at  Earley-Court,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  a building,  which  is  now  the  liable  belonging  to  that  manfion.  Certain 
fields,  lying  in  Earley,  within  the  parilh  of  Sunning,  were  inclofed  by  adl  of  parlia- 
ment, in  1742. 

1 Efch.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  III.  - Pat.  16  Rich.  II.  " Pat.  14  Hen.  IV. 

0 Efch.  Hen.  VIII.  p Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  278.  note. 

* Monumental  Infcriptions  at  Sunning,  1625,  &c.  1 See  his  Deed  in  Bib.  Top.  Brit. 
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The  manor  of  Bulmarlh,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading,  and  was  granted,  in  1546,  to  William  Grey5,  whofe  widow  is  fuppofed  to 
have  brought  it  in  marriage  to  John  Blagrave,  the  father  of  the  celebrated  mathe- 
matician', who  was  born  either  at  this  place,  or  at  Reading.  Bulmarlh  con- 
tinued in  his  family  till  the  death  of  the  late  George  Blagrave,  of  whofe  execu- 
tors it  was  purchafed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Addington,  now  Lord  Vifcouat 
Sidmouth,  and  president  of  the  council,  who  had  a feat  here,  called  Woodley-Lodge, 
at  which  he  refxded  in  the  fummer  feafon  ; whilft,  during  a period  of  12  years,  he 
filled  the  chair  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
advantage  to  his  country.  When  the  duties  of  the  more  elevated  Ration  of  prime 
minilter,  which  he  was  called  to  fill  in  the  year  1801,  obliged  him  to  refide  nearer 
to  London,  he  fold  the  manor  of  Bulmarlh  and  Woodley-Houfe  to  Mr.  James 
Wheeble,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  Woodley-Houfe  was  built  by  Mr.  Wheeble’s 
father ; fold  by  him  to  Admiral,  (now  Lord,)  Hotham ; and  by  Admiral  Hotham 
to  Mr.  Addington,  now  Lord  Sidmouth. 

In  the  parilh  church  of  Sunning  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of  Barker, 
defcended  from  William  Barker  efq.  who  was  Reward  to  the  bilhop  of  Salifbury, 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. ; the  tomb  of  Lawrence  Fytton  efq.  who  was  Reward 
of  the  manor  in  1434,  being  that  of  “ one  Fytton  Efquire,  in  the  prefbitery,” 
mentioned  by  Leland,  Rill  remains ; but  there  are  no  veRiges  of  the  tombs  of  “ fome 
voueffes",  kinfwomen  of  the  bilhop  of  Sarefbyri,”  fpoken  of  by  the  fame  author. 
In  the  fouth  aille  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Rich.  The  monument  of 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  the  firR  baronet  of  that  family,  who  died  in  1667,  is  very  heavy. 
There  are  memorials  alfo  for  the  families  of  Englefield,  Blagrave,-  and  Hooke. 
Between  the  body  of  the  chancel  and  its  north  aide,  is  an  elegant  pointed  arch,  very 
richly  ornamented  with  figures  of  faints,  &c. 

In  1762,  the  late  Mr.  Palmer  purchafed  a moiety  of  the  impropriate  parfonage 
and  manor  of  the  reftory,  then  held  on  leafe  under  the  dean  of  Salifoury,  by  the 
family  of  Rich  ; and  ten  years  afterwards  the  other  moiety,  held  jointly  by  Lord 
Macclesfield  and  Mr.  Child.  In  1773,  the  fee  of  the  parfonage  and  reftorial  manor, 
which,  from  time  immemorial,  had  been  annexed  to  the  deanery  of  Salifoury,  was 
veRed,  by  aft  of  parliament,  in  Mr.  Palmer,  fubjeft  to  an  annual  payment  to  the 
dean  of  Saliftmry,  who  has  peculiar  jurifdiftion  in  the  parifh,  and  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage.  The  parilh  of  Sunning  is  very  extenfive,  containing,  according  to 
Rocque’s  Survey,  above  7 000  acres,  exclufive  of  that  part  which  is  within  an  in- 
fulated  difirift  of  Wiltfliire.  Hurfi,  Rufcombe,  and  SandhurR,  are  feparate  pariflies, 
but  their  chapels  are  dependant  on  Sunning,  as  the  mother  church, 

5 Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  264.  ' Ibid.  265,  266.  u Nuns. 
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Sunninghill,  in  the  hundred  of  Cookham,  lies  about  fix  miles  nearly  to  the 
fouth  of  Windfor. 

In  this  parilh,  at  a place  called  Bromehall,  was  a fmall  convent  of  Benediftine 
nuns,  founded  before  the  reign  of  King  John.  In  1522,  it  was  abandoned  by  the 
nuns  who  were  then  only  two  ill  number;  and  having  been  adjudged  an  efcheat 
to  the  crown,  was  granted  through  the  intereh  of  Bilhop  Fifher,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances, (among  which,  were  the  reftory  and  advowfon  of  Sunninghill,)  to 
St.  John’s  College,  in  Cambridge. 

The  manor  of  Sunninghill,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  belonged  to  the  Sunning- 
hills,  who  took  their  name  from  the  village x ; it  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of 
Norrisb  Of  late  years  it  has  undergone  frequent  alienations : the  prefent  pro- 
prietor, James  Sibbald  efq.  purchafed  it  of  James  Hartley  efq.  in  1787  : Mr.  Sibbald 
has  an  elegant  modern  manfion  in  this  parilh,  called  Selwood-park,  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  borders  of  Windfor-Foreh. 

Sunninghill-Park,  now  the  feat  of  Jeremiah  Crutchley  efq.  was  formerly  part  of 
the  royal  demefnes ; and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  granted  by  King  Charles  I.  to  the 
family  of  Carey.  Sir  Thomas  Draper  of  Sunninghill-Park,  who  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1660,  married  an  heirefs  of  that  family.  Mr.  Crutchley  purchafed  it  in 
1769,  of  Thomas  Draper  Barber  efq.  grandfon  of  Sir  Thomas  Draper. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  a very  ancient  infcription  on  a fquare  pillar,  between  the 
nave,  and  the  chancel,  commemorating  the  obit  of  Livingus,  a prieft.  There  are 
fome  memorials  for  the  families  of  Buckworth,  baronets,  and  Baber.  Sunninghill 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading. 

In  this  parilh  is  a chalybeate  fpring,  called  Sunninghill-Wells,  adjoining  to  which 
is  a room  where  public  breakfalls  are  occafionally  held. 

Sunningwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Hornier,  lies  about  three  miles  north  of  Abing- 
don. The  manor  was  formerly  parcel  of  the  polfeffions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Abingdon ; fometime  after  the  reformation  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Balkerville, 
of  whom  it  was  purchafed  about  the  year  1720,  by  the  Stonhoufes ; and  is  now,  by 
inheritance  in  the  female  line z,  the  property  of  Sir  George  Bowyer  bart. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  Hannibal  Balkerville,  lord  of  the  manor, 
who  died  in  1668,  and  fome  memorials  of  Bilhop  Fell’s  family  ; that  prelate  was  born 
at  Longworth a in  this  county  ; not  at  Sunningwell,  as  erroneoufly  hated  by  Anthony 
Wood  and  others.  Sir  George  Bowyer  is  patron  of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Abingdon.  The  parilh  of  Sunningwell  cum  Bayworth  was  inclofed  by 
an  a£t  of  parliament  palled  in  1723. 

x Efch.  Edw.  III.  y Efch.  Edw.  IV.  1 See  p.  327.  * See  the  account  of  that  parifh. 
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Bayworth , L a confiderable  hamlet  in  this  pariih,  which  had  a chapel  of  eafe,  now 
gone  to  decay  : it  was  much  reforted  to  for  private  marriages,  before  the  marriage 
act.  The  manor  of  Bayworth  was  given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon  in 
1329  b ; and  it  has  fmce  paffed  with  the  manor  of  Sunningwel!,  being  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  George  Bowyer  bart. 

At  Kennington , a large  hamlet  or  townfhip,  partly  in  this  pariih,  and  partly  in  that 
of  Radley,  was  a chapel  of  eafe  which  fell  down  not  many  years  ago.  The  manor 
which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  in  1631,  in  the  family 
of  Lyon  c : it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Peterborough.  The  townfhip  of 
Kennington  has  been  inclofed  by  an  adt  of  parliament  paffed  in  1802;  when  an 
allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to  the  redlor  of  Sunningwell,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Bagley-Wood,  adjoining  to  this  parifh,  where  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  St. 
John’s  College  in  Oxford  have  a manor,  is  extra  parochial. 

Sutton-Courtney,  or  Courtenay,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  about  three 
miles  nearly  fouth  of  Abingdon.  The  manor  belonged  at  a very  early  period  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon  : Rethunus  the  abbot  gave  it  to  Kenulf,  king  of 
the  Mercians  and  Weft-Saxons,  in  exchange  for  the  fite  of  an  ancient  royal  palace 
where  the  king’s  hounds  and  hawks  were  kept  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  conventd. 
King  Henry  II.  gave  it  to  Reginald  Courtenay  % anceftor  of  the  Earls  of  De- 
vonfliire,  and  of  the  prefent  Vifcount  Courtenay.  On  the  attainder  of  Thomas 
Courtenay,  Earl  of  Devonfhire,  for  being  in  arms  againft  King  Edward  IV.  at 
Towton  field,  this  manor  was  granted  in  1462  to  Sir  Walter  Devereux f.  After 
this  it  was  reffored  to  the  Courtenays,  and  having  been  again  forfeited  to  the  crown 
by  the  attainder  of  Henry  Courtenay  Marquis  of  Exeter,  was  leafed  by  Philip  and 
Mary  to  Elizabeth,  Lady  Mafon,  and  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1591,  to  Sir  Richard 
Hyde  for  60  years g.  The  fee  was  granted  by  King  Charles  the  Firft,  to  certain 
citizens  of  London,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  firfl  Lord  Craven  : it  is  now 
the  property  of  his  defcendant,  William  Earl  of  Craven. 

In  the  pariih  church  is  a memorial  for  George  Hyde  efq.  who  died  in  1661. 
Afnmole  has  recorded  the  monument  of  Sir  Richard  Hyde,  leffee  of  the  manor 
under  the  crown,  who  died  in  1615  : the  epitaph,  which  is  not  now  to  be  feen,  de* 
duced  the  origin  of  the  Hydes,  who  were  of  the  Denchworth  family,  from  an  an- 
ceftor of  the  fame  name,  to  whom  that  manor  had  been  given  by  Canute  the  Dane  j 
the  fallacy  of  this  tradition  has  been  elfewhere  ihewn h. 

k Pat.  3 Edw.  III.  c Efch.  Car.  I.  d Dugdale’s  Monafticon.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage. 

s Pat.  1 Edw-.  IV.  s From  the  information  of  Mr.  Gray  of  Newbury,.  h See  the  account 
of  Denchworth . 
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The  church  of  Sutton  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror,  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Abingdon,  and  appropriated  to  that  monadery.  The  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon,  was  given  to  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Windfor,  in  tjie  reign  of  Edward  IV.  In  1547,  theunanor  ox  Sutton,  defcribed 
as  late  parcel  of  the  poffeflions  of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  was  granted 
to  Lord  Wriothefley- : it  is  probable  that  this  was  the  rectorial  manor,  afterwards 
given  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  under  whom  it  has  been  held  for  many 
generations,  by  the  family  of  Judice,  The  rectory  houfe,  now  the  feat  of  Francis 
Judice  efq.  has  the  appearance  of  having  been  a monadic  refidence ; it  is  faid  to 
have  been  ufed  by  the  monks  of  Abingdon,  as  a place  of  retirement  for  their 
invalids.  Some  of  the  rooms  retain  their  original  form,  and  mod  of  the  windows 
are  ancient. 

. Appleford , a large  hamlet  in  this  parifh,  has  a chapel  of  eafe,  with  a cemetery : 
in  the  chapel  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  family  of  Judice.  Edmund  Braddock, 
founded  a free-fchool  at  Appleford,  and  endowed  it  with  lands,  for  the  education 
of  20  poor  children,  13  of  whom  are  to  be  of  Sutton,  and  feven  of  Appleford. 

Sutton-Wick , in  this  parifli,  adjoins  to  the  village  of  Drayton.  The  parifh  of 
Sutton-Courtney,  with  the  hamlet  of  Sutton-wick,  have  been  inclofed,  by  an  aft 
of  parliament,  pafied  in  1801,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the 
impropriator,  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  Sutton-Wick:  the  lands  in  Sutton-Courtney 
remain  fubjefl  to  tithes. 

Swallowfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Charlton,  lies  about  fix  miles  to  the  fouth- 
ead  of  Reading.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  St.  Johns,  of  Legham,  as  a 
member  of  Shinfield  ‘,  afterwards  in  the  De  la  Beches k.  John,  Duke  of  Bedford, 
Regent  of  France,  died,  feifed  of  this  manor  in  1435,  and  left  it,  with  other  large 
edates,  to  the  king,  who,  in  1443,  gave  it  to  John  Penicoke,  one  of  the  grooms 
of  his  wardrobe  at  a later  period,  it  was  in  the  family  of  Backhoufe ; Sir  John 
Backhoufe  K.  B.  died  in  1 649,  and  lies  buried  in  the  chapel ; Sir  William  Back- 
houfe, his  grandfon,  died  in  1669  ; his  widow  married  Henry,  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
who  became  podeffed  of  Swallowfield.  The  celebrated  Lord  Chancellor,  Clarendon, 
refided  at  his  fon’s  houfe  at  Swallowfield,  after  his  retirement  from  public  life,  and 
there  wrote  his  great  work,  “ the  Hidory  of  the  Rebellion.”  Swallowfield-place 
was  afterwards  the  feat  and  property  of  Governor  Pitt,  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  Diamond  Pitt,  who  purchafed  it  of  Edward,  Earl  of  Clarendon  (grandfon  of 
the  hidorian)  in  1719.  From  the  Pitts,  the  manor  and  manfion  pafled  fucceflively 

1 Efch.  Edw.  II.  and  Nomina  Villarum.  No.  628 1,  Harl.  MSS.  Brit.  Mus.  k Efch.  Edw.  III. 

'‘Pat.  21.  Hen.  VI.  7 
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to  the  Hods”  and  Beavans : it  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Timothy  Hare  Earle 
efq.  Swallowfield  has  a parochial  chapel,  dependant  on  the  church  of  Shinfield. 
Rifeley  is  a hamlet  in  this  parilh.  Farley-hill,  in  this  parifh,  now  the  feat  of 
Rowland  Stephenfon  efq.  was  purchafed  by  him  of  Mr.  Dearfley,  and  was  before 
the  property  of  John  Walter  efq.  An  annual  fair  is  held  at  Swallowfield  on  the 
9th  of  June. 

Thatcham,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  lies  three  miles  to  the  eafl  of  New- 
bury, on  the  road  to  London  ; although  now  only  a village,  it  appears  to  have  been 
formerly  a town  of  fome  confequence,  as  appears  from  the  furvey  of  Domefday, 
and  other  records,  in  which  it  is  defcribed  as  an  ancient  borough ',  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  it  ever  fent  reprefentatives  to  parliament.  From  a very  early  period,  it 
had  a market  on  Sundays,  which  was  confirmed  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading,  by  King  Henry  IPs  charter0:  King  Henry  III.  in  1218,  altered  the 

market-day  to  Thurfday  p : the  market  has  long  been  difcontinued.  Two  annual 
fairs  are  flill  held,  the  Tuefday  after  Eafter  week,  and  the  firft  Tuefday  after  the 
29th  of  September. 

The  manor  of  Thatcham  was  given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading,  by 
their  founder,  King  Henry  I. q After  the  diffolution  of  that  monaftery,  it  was 
granted,  in  1539,  to  John  Winchcombe,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Jack  of  Newbury, 
Upon  the  attainder  of  Henry  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  married  one  of  the  coheireffes 
of  his  defcendant,  Sir  Henry  Winchcombe  bart.  it  was  purchafed,  in  1722,  of  the 
truftees,  appointed  under  an  a£t  of  parliament  then  paffed,  by  James,  Duke  of 
Chandos,  who  conveyed  it  the  fame  year  to  Brigadier  General  Waring ; from  his 
family  it  paffed  by  bequeft  to  the  Crofts,  who  were  allied  to  them  by  marriage. 
After  the  death  of  Sir  John  Croft  bart.  it  was  fold  by  auction,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  William  Mount  efq.  of  Wafing. 

m An  aft  of  Parliament  was  paffed  in  1737,  to  enable  the  family  of  Dod  to  fell  this  eftate,  but  it 
appears  not  to  have  been  fold  till  fome  years  afterwards.  n See  Brown  Willis’s  Notitia  Par- 

liamentaria.  0 Dugdale’s  Monailicon. — Markets  and  fairs  were  formerly  held  at  many  places 

on  Sundays,  .Good-Friday,  and  other  great  fails  and  feftivals,  to  the  great  umbrage  of  pious  pcrfons, 
who,  from  time  to  time  protefted  againil;  fo  profane  a praftice.  In  1449,  it  became  the  fubjeft  of  a 
petition  to  parliament,  with  what  fuccefs  does  not  appear : in  this  petition  (fee  rolls  of  parliament, 
temp.  Hen.  VI.)  it  is  faid  that  an  angel  appeared  to  King  Henry  II.  at  Cardiff,  on  the  Sunday  after 
Eafter,  warning  him  to  put  a ftop  to  markets  on  Sundays  and  great  feftivals,  as  recorded  in  the  Poly- 
chronicon.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  III.  feveral  markets  were  changed,  by  the  king’s  charter,  from 
Sundays  to  other  days,  as  was  that  of  Thatcham  above-mentioned  in  the  text.  f Cl.  2 Hen.  III. 

q Dugdale. 
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Bunflan-Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Warings  and  Crofts,  defcribed  by  Rocque,  in 
1761,  as  one  of  the  moil  magnificent  manfions  in  the  county,  was  bought  on 
fpeculation  at  the  fale  of  Sir  John  Croft’s  eflates,  and,  although  in  complete 
repair,  pulled  down  for  the  fake  of  the  materials. 

The  monument  of  Judge  Danvers  (mentioned  in  Afhmole’s  Collections)  ftill 
remains  in  the  parifh  church,  but  the  infcription  and  figures  have  b^en  removed. 
There  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Fuller,  of  Chamber-houfe,  the  late 
Sir  Archer  Croft  bart.  who  died  in  1792,  and  his  mother,  (daughter  of  Brigadier- 
General  Waring)  who  died  in  1767. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Reading, 
by  whom  they  were  appropriated  to  the  hofpital,  founded  by  abbot  Hughr:  after 
the  reformation,  they  were  annexed  to  the  manor,  till  the  fale  of  Sir  John  Croft’s 
eflates,  when  they  were  divided  into  lots,  many  of  which  were  purchafed  by  the 
farmers,  who  occupied  the  feveral  eflates.  The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading,  had  been  alfo  appurtenant  to  the  manor,  till  the 
above-mentioned  fale  : it  is  now  veiled  in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  incumbent, 
the  Rev.  Archer  Thompfon. 

Lady  Frances  Winchcombe,  mother  of  Lady  Bolingbroke,  in  the  year  1707, 
founded  a charity  fchool  at  this  place,  and  endowed  it  with  53I.  per  annum.  The 
fchool,  which  was  intended  for  the  education  of  children  of  this  parifh,  Buckle- 
bury,  and  Eafl-Shefford,  had  been  long  difcontinued,  and  its  revenues  loft  to  the 
parifh ; when  the  late  vicar’s  father,  being  then  the  incumbent,  very  laudably  in- 
flituted  a fuit  for  their  recovery,  and,  after  a long  contefl,  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
feeing  his  labours  crowned  with  fuccefs,  and  the  fchool  re-eflablifhed,  with  an 
income  increafed  to  200I.  per  annum  : forty  boys,  20  of  whom  are  of  the  pariih  of 
Bucklebury,  are  now  clothed  and  educated  in  this  fchool,  and  fix  of  them  are 
annually  apprenticed,  with  premiums  of  iol.  each.  The  fchool-houfe  was  a decayed 
chapel,  of  the  early  hiflory  of  which  nothing  can  be  now  afcertained  ; it  was  pur- 
chafed by  Lady  F.  Winchcombe,  for  the  purpofe  of  appropriating  it  to  its  prefent 
ufe : at  the  eafl  end,  on  the  outfide,  are  two  Gothic  niches : the  flreet  in  which 
it  Hands  is  called,  in  the  purchafe  deed,  Chapel-flreet. 

The  parifh  of  Thatcham  is  the  moll  extenfive  of  any  in  the  county,  excepting 
Lambourn,  containing,  according  to  Rocque’s  Survey,  11,491  acres:  it  extends 
to  the  town  of  Newbury,  and  includes  fome  part  of  its  fuburbs.  The  principal 
hamlets  are  Midgham,  Greenham , and  Crokeham.  Chamber-houfe,  Henwick, 


* Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading,  p.  279. 
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Cold-afh,  and  Colthorp,  are  alfo  in  this  parifh.  Midgham  and  Greenham  have 
chapels  of  eafe  : there  was  formerly  a chapel  at  Crokeham. 

Midgham  Chapel  was  rebuilt  by  John  Hillerfdon  efq.  lord  of  the  manor,  in  1714. 
The  manor  of  Midgham  had  at  a more  remote  period  been  fucceflively  in  the 
families  of  Erie s,  Stokes [,  and  Norris u.  It  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  William 
Poyntz  efq.  (of  the  ancient  family  of  that  name,  at  Iron-AClon,  in  Gloucefterfhire), 
whofe  father  purchafed  it  of  the  Hillerfdons,  about  the  year  1738. 

Greenham , at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  was  part  of  the  large  property  of 
Henry  de  Ferrars.  At  that  early  period  it  appears,  that  it  had  a church  or  chapel ; 
in  the  furvey  it  is  called  ecclefia.  Maud,  Countefs  of  Clare,  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  fecond,  gave  the  manor  of  Greenham  to  the  knights  hofpitallers x,  at  the  fame 
time  Gervafe  Paynell  gave  them  the  village y.  The  hofpitallers  had  a preceptory 
at  this  place*  as  appears  by  a catalogue  of  Berkfhire  gentry,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
among  whom  is  John  Prendegaft,  preceptor  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
falem  of  Greenham2.  About  the  beginning  of  Henry  Illd’s  reign,  Ralph  Lord 
Mufard  had  a manor  in  Greenham3,  which  feems  to  have  been  diftinct  from  that  of 
the  knights-hofpitallers.  The  Sotwells,  of  Chute,  in  Wiltfhire,  had  a feat  at 
Greenham,  and,  it  is  probable,  the  manor,  during  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century b: 
the  manor  was  afterwards  in  the  noble  family  of  Grey  : Brigadier-General  Waring 
purchafed  it,  in  1725,  of  Henry,  Duke  of  Kent.  Upon  the  fale  of  Sir  John 
Croft’s  eftates,  James  Croft  efq.  who  had  changed  his  name  from  Woodcock,  on 
marrying  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Archer  Croft  bart.  bought  Greenham,  and 
built  a houfe  there  for  his  refidence : the  old  manor-houfe,  neat  the  chapel,  has 
been  long  occupied  as  a farm.  At  Greenham-mills  is  a large  and  flourifhing  blanket 
manufactory. 

Reginald  Fitzpiers  died,  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Crokeham,  in  1286%  King 
Edward  II.  granted  it  to  Piers  deGavelton,  who  was  beheaded  at  Warwick  in  1312. 
King  Edward  III.  granted  it  in  1330,  to  Sir  William  Montacute,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Salifbury,  and  Katherine,  his  wife d : it  continued  in  this  noble  family  till  the 
death  of  the  unfortunate  Margaret,  Countefs  of  Salifbury,  (the  lad  of  the  Plan- 
tagenets,)  who  was  executed  in  her  old  age,  by  command  of  King  Henry  VIII.  in 
1541.  The  following  year  the  manor  of  Crokeham  (with  the  tithes  of  Crokeham- 
park,  which  had  been  inclofed  by  William,  Earl  of  Salifbury,  in  1337%)  was 
granted  to  William,  Earl  of  Southampton,  and  his  heirs  male,  with  remainder  to 
Lord  Herbert,  eldefl  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Worcefler,  and  his  heirs  malef.  In  1667, 

5 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  ‘ Efch.  Edw.  IV.  u Efch.  Eliz.  * Dugdale.  * Ibid. 

2 Fuller’s  Worthies.  a Cl.  1 Hen.  III.  b Monumental  inferiptions  at  Thatcham. 

c Dugdale.  d Ibid.  * Pat.  11  Edw.  III.  1 Lord  Selfea’s  papers. 
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the  Marquis  of  Worcefter  being  then  feifed  of  the  fee  of  this  manor,  under  a grant 
of  King  Charles  II.  fold  it  to  the  family  of  Mico.  In  1682,  it  became  the 
property  of  Sebaftian  Lyford,  whofe  grandfoivand  devifee,  Clement  Kent,  fold  it 
in  1729,  to  Bulftrode  Peachey  Knight  efq.  uncle  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Selfea, 
the  prefent  proprietor.  There  was  anciently  a free-chapel  at  Crokeham,  of  which 
there  are  no  remains. 

In  the  year  1447,  John  Pury,  being  then  Lord  of  the  manor  of  Chamberhoufe, 
in  this  parifh,  had  the  king’s  licence  to  embattle  his  manor-houfe,  and  to  impark 
344  acres  of  land s.  From  the  Purys,  Chamberhoufe  palled,  by  a female  heir,  to 
William  Danvers h,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  common  pleas,  who  died  in  1504, 
and  lies  buried  in  Thatcham  church.  Nicholas  Fuller,  a barrifter,  and  his  fon. 
Sir  Nicholas  Fuller  knt.  both  died  feifed  of  this  houfe  and  manor,  in  1620*.  It 
was  purchafed  of  their  defendants,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century,  by 
Mr.  Lonfdale,  whofe  family  fold  it,  not  many  years  ago,  to  Sir  George  Cornwall, 
bart. : it  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Richard  Tull. 

The  manor  of  Henwick  was,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  Tippings,  and  is  now 
the  property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton,  and  Mary  Anne,  his  wife,  the  repre- 
fentative  of  that  family.  Mr.  Mount,  of  Wafing,  gives  a deputation  for  another 
manor,  or  reputed  manor,  in  Henwick,  as  attached  to  the  manor  of  Thatcham, 
purchafed  by  him  at  the  fale  of  Sir  John  Croft’s  eftates. 

The  manor  of  Colthorp,  or  Coldthorp,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  of  Reading,  was  the  property  of  Brigadier-General  Waring,  and  defended 
with  his  other  eftates  in  this  parilh*  to  the  Crofts : it  was  purchafed  at  the  above 
mentioned  fale,  by  the  prefent  proprietors,  Col.  Brooke  and  John  Brooke  efq.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  manor  of  Colecrope,  or  Coledrope,  which  belonged  fucceflively 
to  the  Achards  and  De  la  Mares  k,  was  in  this  hamlet.  Mr.  Mount  appoints  a 
game-keeper  alfo  for  Coldthorp. 

Tidmarsh,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  about  feven  miles  nearly  to  the  weft 
of  Reading,  between  the  Bath  and  Wallingford  roads.  The  manor  belonged 
anciently  to  a family,  who  took  their  name  from  the  village,  and  pofleffed  it  for 
feveral  generations 1 : it  was  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  Rothwells  m and  Leyn- 
hams n : of  late  years  it  has  undergone  frequent  alienations.  Tidmarlh  is  now  the 
property  and  feat  of  Robert  Hopkins  efq.  who  purchafed  it  of  Charles  Butler  efq. 
in  1798. 

* Cart.  25  and  26  Hen.  VI.  k Epitaph  in  Athmole’s  Colle&ions.  1 Efch.  Jac.  1. 

k Efch.  Edw.  II.  and  Edw.  III.  - 1 Efch.  Edw.  I Rich.  II.  m Efch.  Edw.  IV. 

* Epitaoh  in  the  church. 
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In  the  parifli  church,  which  exhibits  a curious  fpecimen  of  ancient  architefture  °, 
is  the  tomb  of  Margaret,  wife  of  Thomas  Wode,  one  of  the  juflices  of  the  King’s- 
Bench,  and  relift  of  Robert  Leynham  efq.  lord  of  the  manor,  in  1499  : there  are 
fome  memorials  alfo  for  the  family  of  Lynn.  Mr.  Hopkins  is  patron  of  the  reftory, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading : the  advowfon  formerly  belonged  to  Reading 
abbey. 

Tubney,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  about  fix  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Oxford. 
The  manor  was  formerly,  for  a confiderable  time,  in  the  Corbetsp,  from  whom,, 
about  the  year  1417,  it  palfed,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Grevilles q : a few  years 
afterwards  it  was  in  the  family  of  Leynham,  or  Lenhamr:  in  1482,  it  was  pur- 
chafed  of  Margaret  Lenham  by  William  de  Waynfleet,  founder  of  Magdalen  College, 
in  Oxford,  and  by  him  given  to  that  fociety  : within  this  manor  are  fome  extenfive 
woods.  The  reftory  is  a fmecure,  in  the  gift  of  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of 
Magdalen  College.  The  church  has  been  long  ago  deflroyed  ; not  a {tone  of  it 
remains : the  fite  of  the  church-yard  is  in  a field,  not  far  from  Appleton.  On  the 
induction  of  a reftor,  divine  fervice  is  performed  in  the  open  air. 

Tylehurst,  in  the  hundred  of  Reading,  lies  three  miles  weft  of  Reading,  a little 
to  the  north  of  the  Bath  road.  The  manor  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  granted  to  the  Kendricks,  who  continued  to 
poffefs  it  for  feveral  generations.  After  the  death  of  Sir  William  Kendrick  bart.  it 
palled,  in  marriage  with  his  daughter  and  heir,  to  Benjamin  Child  efq.  who  fold  it 
about  the  year  1759,  to  the  late  John  Rlagrave  efq.:  it  is  now  the  property  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  fame  name,  of  the  family  of  Blagrave,  of  Watchfield,  near 
Shrivenham,  who  married  his  name-fake’s  niece  and  devifee.  Calcot-houfe,  the  feat 
of  Mr.  Blagrave,  was  built  by  John  Blagrave  above  mentioned,  and  has  palfed  with 
the  manor. 

Profpeft-hill,  in  this  parifh,  was  part  of  the  fame  eftate,  and  palled,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Child’s  eldeft  daughter,  to  the  family  of  Hill,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed 
by  the  prefent  polfeffor,  John  Engelbert  Liebenrood  efq. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  a very  coftly  monument  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Peter  Van- 
lore,  a rich  merchant,  who  died  in  1627,  and  his  lady.  Sir  Peter  was  a native  of 
Utrecht,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  a temporary  intereft  in  the  manor  of  Tylehurft,. 
by  alliance  with  the  Kendricks. 

0 See  p.  20 j.  p Cart.  7 Edw.  III.  and  Efch.  5 Hen.  V.  Efch.  .5  Hen.  V. 

1 Efch.  Hen.  VI. 
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The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading.  Sir  Francis  Englefield  having,  in  1545,  purchafed  the  redories  of  Tyle- 
hurft,  St.  Mary’s,  and  St.  Giles’s,  in  Reading,  gave  them,  in  1556,  to  their 
refpedive  churches,  for  the  celebration  of  mafles  and  obits : having  been  thus 
appropriated  to  fuperllitious  ufes,  they  became  forfeited  to  the  crown  in  the  firft  year 
of  ()ueen  Elizabeth,  who,  in  1573,  granted  the  great  and  fmall  tithes  of  St.  Mary’s 
and  St.  Giles’s  to  the  vicars  of  thofe  parifhes5 : it  is  dated,  in  Bacon’s  Liber  Regis, 
that  the  grant  to  this  place  took  place  in  1586.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Sheppard,  of 
Amport,  is  patron  of  the  endowed  vicarage  of  Tylehurft,  which  is  in  the  deanery 
of  Reading. 

The  learned  and  venerable  William  Lloyd,  who  died  bifhop  of  Worceiler,  in 
1717,  at  the  age  of  90,  was  a native  of  this  parifh  : his  baptifm  does  not  appear  in 
the  regifler,  as  it  does  not  commence  till  1627,  juft  after  the  date  of  his  birth. 

Theale , a well-known  village  on  the  Bath  road,  is  a tithing  within  this  parifh, 
and  gives  name  to  an  adjoining  hundred  : it  had  formerly  a chapel  of'  eafe.  The 
Earl  of  Eflex  with  his  army,  on  their  march  to  London,  after  the  firft  battle  of 
Newbury,  halted  for  a night  at  Theale,  on  the  2 2d  of  September,  1643  '• 

Uffington,  in  the  hundred  of  Shrivenham,  lies  nearly  five  miles  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  of  Faringdon.  The  manor,  which  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Reading,  was  granted,  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Malt : it  afterwards  became 
the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Parry,  of  whofe  family  it  was  purchafed  about  the  year 
1619,  by  Sir  William  Craven.  William,  Earl  of  Craven,  his  defcendant,  is  the 
prefen  t proprietor. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  a handfome  ftruClure,  in  the  form  of  a crofs,  of  the 
earlieft  ftyle  of  Gothic  architecture,  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Saunders  and 
Archer.  The  fpire  was  deftroyed  by  lightning  about  the  year  1750. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  o-f 
Abingdon.  The  impropriate  reftory  is  now  the  property  of  John  Archer  Houblon 
efq.  grandfon  of  the  late  Mr.  Archer : Mr.  Houblon  is  patron  of  the  vicarage, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  » 

Balking , in  old  records  written  Badelking , or  Bethelking , a confiderable  hamlet  of 
this  parifh,  with  a chapel  of  eafe,  was  anciently  a market  town.  The  market  day 
was  changed,  by  a charter  of  King  Henry  III.  in  1219,  from  Thurfday  to  Tuefday u. 
The  market  was  confirmed  by  a fubfequent  charter  of  1253  *•  Balking  being  com- 

' Coates’s  Hiftory  of  Reading.  * Heath’s  and  Vicars’s  Chronicles.  “ Cl.  3 Hen.  III. 

* Pat.  Vafcon.  3 7 and  3S  Hen.  III. 
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prifed  within  the  manor  of  Kingfton-Lifle,  has  pafled  through  the  fame  hands r, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Atkins. 

The  manor  of  Woolfton , anciently  Wohericheton , a large  hamlet  in  this  parifh,  with 
a chapel  of  eafe,  belonged,  from  a very  early  period,  to  the  nuns  of  Ambrefbury. 
In  1542,  it  was  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Seymour,  the  lord  admiral  j and  after  his 
attainder,  to  Thomas  Weldon2.  Sir  Charles  Wifeman  died  feifed  of  it  in  1626s. 
It  feems  to  have  been  foon  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Tipping,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton,  of  Woolley-park,  and  Mary-Anne,  his 
wife,  niece  of  the  late  Bartholomew  Tipping  efq. 

The  celebrated  ancient  figure  of  a White  Horfeb,  which  gives  name  to  the 
adjoining  vale,  was  within  the  manor  of  Woolfton,  before  the  aft  of  parliament 
pafled  in  1777,  for  incloflng  certain  fields  in  Uffington,  Balking,  Woolfton, 
Kingfton-Lrfle,  and  Farlow  : by  that  aft  the  White  Horfe,  and  the  ancient  entrench- 
ment on  the  hill  above,  were  allotted  to  Lord  Craven  ; and  it  was  enafted,  that 
they  fhould  be  for  ever,  from  that  time,  confidered  as  lying  within,  and  part  of  the 
manor  of  Uffington.  Under  this  aft,  allotments  of  land  were  afligned  to  the  im- 
propriator, and  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  Uffington  and  Woolfton.  The 
hamlet  of  Balking,  conflfting  chiefly  of  old  inclofures,  remains  fubjeft  to  tithes. 
Woolfton  and  Balking  have  feparate  overfeers,  and  maintain  their  own  poor. 
Woolfton  is  about  a mile  and  a half  fouth-weft,  and  Balking  about  the  fame 
diftance  north-eaft  of  Uffington. 

Ufton,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  about  feven  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Reading.  At  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  there  were  two  manors  in  Ufton, 
then  called  Offetune  : thefe  manors  were  afterwards  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of 
Ufton-Nervets,  or  Nermits,  and  Ufton-Greyfhall.  It  is  probable,  that  the  fame 
names  diftinguifhed  the  two  parifhes  of  Ufton,  which  were  confolidated  in  1442. 

The  manor  of  Ufon-Nervet  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame,  which  at  the  time  of 
the  furvey  belonged  to  William  Fitz-Anfculf,  anceftor  of  the  Paganels,  and  in  1316 
was  held  under  their  reprefentatives  the  Sometys,  by  William  de  Ufton  c.  The 
manor  of  Ufton-Greyfhall,  as  early  as  the  year  1316,  belonged  to  the  abbot  and 

1 See  an  account  of  its  proprietors,  p.  371.  z Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  “Efch.Car.  I. 

b See  p.  215.  To  what  is  there  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  it  may  be  added,  that  this  figure  is  374  feet 
in  length.  It  has  been  faid,  that  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  were  held  formerly  by  the  tenure  of 
cleaning  the  White  Horfe,  by  cutting  away  the  turf,  fo  as  to  render  the  chalk  more  vifible : it  is 
certain,  that  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  have  an  ancient  cuftom  of  afTembling  for  this  purpofe,  which 
they,  term  fcouring  the  horfe.  On  thefe  occafions,  they  are  entertained  at  the  expence  of  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  keep  a kind  of  rural  feftival,  with  various  appropriate  diverfions  : the  laft  celebrity  of 
this  kind  took  place  in  1780.  * Nomina  Villaruitt,  No.  6281.  Harl.  MSS. 
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convent  of  Reading d,  who  had  another  eftate  called  Greylhall,  (now  Grielly)  in 
the  adjoining  parilh  of  Sulhainfted- Abbots.  In  1603,  the  manors  of  Ufton- 

Greylhall  and  Ufton-Nervets  were  inherited,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Edward  Norris, 
by  his  nephew,  Francis,  Earl  of  Berkfliire'.  Not  long  afterwards,  thefe  eftates, 
which  are  no  longer  diliinguilb  :d  as  feparate  manors,  became  the  property  of  the 
Perkins  family.  On  the  death  of  John  Perkins  efq.  the  laft  heir  male,  in  1769,  the 
manor  of  Ufton  devolved  in  confequence  of  an  entail,  made  by  his  brother  Francis, 
to  John  Jones  efq.  of  Llanarth,  who,  in  1802,  fold  it  to  William  Congreve  efq.  of 
Aldermafton. 

The  family  of  Perkins  refided  many  years  at  Ufton-Court.  Arabella,  wife  of 
Francis  Perkins  efq.  who  died  in  1736,  was  the  Belinda  of  Pope’s  Rape  of  the  Lock, 
which  is  dedicated  to  her  under  her  maiden  name  of  Fermor  ; Ihe  died  in  1738. 
In  the  parilh  church,  (called  Ufton-Nervets,)  are  fome  monuments  of  this  family. 
The  molt  remarkable  is  that  of  Francis  Perkins  efq.  who  died  in  1635  ; this  mo- 
nument, which  exhibits  the  figures  of  Mr.  Perkins  and  his  lady,  under  an  arch  fup- 
ported  by  Corinthian  columns,  is  of  chalk.  In  Afhmole’s  Collections,  mention  is 
made  of  a monument  for  Richard  Perkins  efq.  and  his  wife,  Lady  Mervin,  who  was 
a benefaCtrefs  to  the  parilh.  The  ruins  of  the  other  church,  which  it  is  probable  was 
called  Ufton-Greylhall,  are  to  be  feen  near  the  river  Kennet,  within  a fpacious 
cemetery.  1 he  provoft  and  fcholars  of  Oriel  College  in  Oxford  are  patrons  of 
the  rectory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading  : Dr.  Beeke,  profeffor  of  modern 
hiflory,  in  the  above-mentioned  univerfity,  is  the  prefent  rector.  An  aCt  of  parlia- 
ment, for  the  inclofure  of  this  parilh,  pafifed  in  1804  ; the  lands  remain  fubjeCt  to 
tithes. 

Wallingford,  a very  ancient  borough  and  market  town,  lies  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  and  on  the  road  from  Reading  to  Oxford,  at  the  diitance  of  46  miles  from 
London.  There  are  reafons  for  fuppofing  that  this  was  a town  in  the  time  of  the 
Romans,  though  its  ancient  name  is  unknown f.  Its  name  of  Wallingford,  whether 
derived,  as  Camden  fuppofes,  from  the  Britilh  tvord  Guallen , or  the  Roman  Vallum , 
owes  its  origin  no  doubt  to  the  ancient  fortification,  with  which  it  is  furrounded,  and 
its  ford  over  the  Thames. 

The  earliefl:  mention  of  Wallingford  in  hiftory  is  in  1006,  when  it  was  deftroyed 
by  the  Danes g ; it  feems  to  have  been  foon  afterwards  rebuilt,  for  it  appears  that 
Swain,  King  of  Denmark  was  there  in  1013  h.  In  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the 
Confeffor,  Wallingford  was  a royal  borough;  in  which  there  were  276  houfes 

* Nomina  Villarum.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage,  vol.  II.  1 See  the  introduction  to  this 

/county,  p.  203.  ® Sax.  Chron.  h Ibid. 
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paying  gabel-tax  to  the  crown  : the  inhabitants  of  thefe  houfes  owed  the  king  per- 
fonal  fervice,  either  on  horfeback,  or  in  his  navy. 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  invafion,  Wigod,  a powerful  Saxon,  had  a cattle  at 
Wallingford,  to  which,  after  the  battle  of  Haftings,  he  invited  the  viftorious  mo- 
narch : the  invitation  was  accepted,  and  at  this  place  the  conqueror  received 
the  fubmiflion  of  Archbifhop  Stigand,  and  the  principal  barons,  before  he  marched 
with  his  army  to  London.  During  his  abode  at  this  place,  he  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Robert  D’Oyley,  one  of  his  favourite  generals,  with  the  only  daughter 
of  Wigod'.  About  the  year  1067,  the  king  fearing  that  his  new  fubjedts  might 
eftablifh  a garrifon  at  Wallingford,  as  they  had  already  done  at  Oxford,  com- 
manded Robert  D’Oyley  to  build  a ftrong  cattle  there  : this  cattle  was  frequently 
ufed  as  a ftate  prifon,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  its  fubfequent  hittory  : Aldred, 
abbot  of  Abingdon,  is  the  firft  perfon  on  record  who  was  imprifoned  in  it k. 

Maud,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  D’Oyley,  brought  the  cattle,  town,  and 
honor  of  Wallingford  in  marriage  to  Milo  Crifpin,  and  after  his  death  to  herfecond 
hufband,  Brien  Fitzcount,  who,  being  devoted  to  the  intereft  of  the  Emprefs 
Maud,  immediately  on  her  arrival  in  the  kingdom,  fortified  Wallingford  cattle, 
and  declared  on  her  behalf1.  This  cattle  afforded  her  a fecure  retreat,  when  (he  ef- 
caped  from  Oxford,  eluding  obfervation,  as  our  hiftorians  m relate,  by  patting  along 
the  river,  then  frozen  over,  in  white  garments ; the  ground  being  at  the  fame  time 
covered  with  fnow.  A prifon  in  the  cattle  called  Cloere  Brien  was  the  place  of  con- 
finement for  fuch  of  the  king’s  friends,  as  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  emprefs  and  her 
party.  Stephen  feveral  times  befieged  this  cattle,  but  in  vain:  having  built  a fort 
at  Cromarfh,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  fiege 
with  better  effect,  Brien  Fitzcount  difpatched  a meffenger  to  the  Duke  of  Normandy, 
who,  coming  over  with  an  army  to  aflift  his  friends  at  Wallingford,  laid  fiege 
to  the  king’s  fort  or  cattle  of  Cromarfh" : Stephen  haftened  to  its  relief,  and  the 
two  armies  were  encamped  only  three  furlongs  afunder,  when  propofals  were  made 
for  an  accommodation  : a peace  was  in  confequence  concluded  before  the  walls  of 
Wallingford  in  1 1 53, by  the  terms  of  which  the  fortrefs  at  Cromarfh  was  to  be  deftroy- 
ed  at  the  king’s  coft°;  and  Brien  Fitzcount  to  be  pardoned  and  taken  into  favour. 
Simon  de  St.  Liz,  Earl  of  Northampton  and  Huntingdon,  one  of  the  zealous  oppo- 
fers  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy’s  intereft,  died  at  the  fiege  of  Wallingford 

Before  the  clofe  of  Stephen’s  reign,  Brien  Fitzcount  took  upon  him  the  crofs, 
abandoned  his  pofleflions,  and  went  to  the  Holy  Land  ; his  wife  had  before  taken 


1 Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities.  k An.  1071.  See  Kennet.  1 Kennet.  m M.  Pan's, 

W.  Hemingford,  Knighton,  Brampton,  &c.  11  Kennet.  ° Gervafuis,  (inter  Decern  Scriptures,} 

and  Mat.  Paris.  p Kennet. 
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the  veil  at  a convent  in  Normandy  p.  In  confequence  of  this  event.  King  Henry  II, 
on  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  feized  into  his  own  hands  the  honor  and  caftle  of 
Wallingford,  where,  on  the  following  Eafter,  he  convened  a general  council  of  the 
bifhops  and  barons ; and  caufed  them  to  fwear  allegiance  to  him,  and  his  heirs q. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  I.  in  confequence  of  an  agreement  made  between  Earl 
John,  the  king’s  brother,  and  the  lord  chancellor  in  1191,  Wallingford  caftle,  as 
being  a fortrefs  of  great  importance,  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  archbilhop 
of  Rouen,  a man  of  approved  loyalty,  during  the  king’s  ftay  in  Paleftine r ; but  when 
the  news  arrived  of  Richard’s  imprifonment,  Earl  John  took  pofleflion  of  this  caftle s. 
The  barons,  who  were  in  the  king’s  intereft,  belieged  and  took  it : by  a fubfeqnent 
treaty,  both  parties  agreed  that  it  fhould  be  put  into  the  pofleflion  of  Eleanor,  the 
Queen  Dowager 

In  1212,  John  being  then  king,  met  the  difcontented  barons  of  the  north  at  Wal- 
lingford, when  an  apparent  reconciliation  was  effected,  and  the  kifs  of  peace  given, 
through  the  mediation  of  the  Pope’s  legate".  In  1213,  the  king  appointed  a meet- 
ing at  Wallingford,  refpefting  the  affair  of  the  exiled  bifhops x.  In  1 2 16,  the  caftle 
was  put  into  a ftate  of  defence  and  vi&ualled  ; Lewis  the  dauphin,  being  then  in 
England  y.  In  the  former  part  of  Henry  the  Bid’s  reign,  Wallingford  caftle  be- 
longed to  Ranulph  de  Blundeville, the  brave  Earl  of  Chefter,  who  died  there  in  1232*; 
when  the  caftle  and  honor  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall, 
under  a grant  made  by  the  king  two  years  before3.  In  1238,  an  affray  happened 
at  Oxford,  between  the  fcholars  of  that  univerfity,  and  Otto,  the  Pope’s  legate,  and 
his  fuite  : fome  of  the  leaders  on  both  Tides  were  fent  by  William,  Earl  of  Warren, 
(deputed  by  the  king  to  fupprefs  the  tumult,)  to  the  prifon,  in  Wallingford  caftle b. 
The  Earl  of  Cornwall,  having  repaired  the  caftle,  is  faid,  by  Wikes,  to  have  kept  his 
nuptial  feaft  there,  on  his  marriage  with  his  fecond  wife,  Senchia,  After  of  his  bro- 
ther’s queen ; but  the  Waverly  annals,  and  Matthew  Paris,  reprefent  this  feaft  as 
having  been  held  at  Weftminfter:  in  1245,  the  earl  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Wal- 
lingford, and  made  a great  feaft  for  the  king,  queen,  and  nobility c.  In  1 264, 
Prince  Edward,  the  king’s  fon,  and  Henry,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Cornwall,  then  king 
of  the  Romans,  were  fent  prifoners  to  Wallingford  ; and  fhortly  afterwards  the  earl 
himfelf,  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  difcontented  barons,  became  a prifoner  in  his 
own  caftle4.  Richard,  king  of  the  Romans,  died  feifed  of  the  borough  of  Walling- 
ford, in  1272  e : at  this  time  there  exifted,  in  the  borough,  a privilege,  if  privilege 
it  may  be  deemed,  of  fo  extraordinary  a nature,  that,  unlefs  it  were  well  authen- 

r Kennet.  11  Ibid.  ' Holinfhed.  s Ibid.  1 Ibid.  " Chronicle  of  Dunflaple. 

Matthew  Paris,  fays,  in  1213.  x Holinfhed.  y Ibid.  - 1 Mat.  Paris. 

a ij  lien.  III.  b Dugdale’s  baronage,  vol.  I.  p.  77.  ' Kennet.  Chronicle 

of  Dunflaple.  c Efch.  56  Hen.  III.  ’ Kennet. 
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ticated  by  records,  it  would  fcarcely  obtain  credit.  It  appears,  by  an  inquifition 
taken  upon  oath,  about  ten  years  before  the  lad-mentioned  date,  that,  for  a firft 
offence,  of  however  heinous  a nature,  a native  of  this  borough  might  make  his 
option  of  having  his  eyes  put  out,  and  being  otherwife  mutilated,  indead  of  paying 
the  forfeit  of  his  life  f.  This  privilege  the  jury  date  to  have  been  enjoyed  from  time 
immemorial,  and  that  it  had  been  then  lately  claimed  by  one  Benedid  Hervey s. 

In  1272,  a few  months  after  his  father’s  death,  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall, 
brought  his  bride  (fifler  of  Gilbert  Le  Clare,  Earl  of  Gloucefter)  to  Wallingford,  and 
made  a great  fealt  for  the  nobility h : the  king,  his  coufin,  honoured  him  with  a 
vifit  there,  in  1276  '.  On  the  death  of  this  earl,  without  lawful  ilfue,  in  1300,  the 
cadle  and  honor  of  Wallingford  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  were  given,  by  King 
Edward  II.  in  1308,  to  his  favourite.  Piers  de  Gavelton,  whom  he  created,  the  fame 
year,  Earl  of  Cornwall k.  In  1309,  the  earl,  having  proclaimed  a tournament  at 
Wallingford,  gave  fuch  umbrage,  by  his  infolence,  to  the  Earl  of  Lancader,  and 
other  lords  who  reforted  thither,  that  they  vowed  revenge 1 : the  ill-timed  indulgence 
of  his  mailer  encouraged  him  to  irritate  them  with  repeated  affronts,  till  he  paid 
for  them  with  his  life,  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate  lords,  w'ho, 
with  very  little  ceremony,  beheaded  him  near  Warwick,  in  1312. 

In  1317,  King  Edward  II.  gave  the  cadle  and  honor  of  Wallingford  to  his  queen, 
Ifabel  m : during  the  civil  war  between  this  monarch  and  the  difcontented  nobles, 
it  appears  that  Roger,  Lord  Mortimer,  of  Wigmore,  furprifed  the  cadle  of  Wal- 
lingford n.  Maurice,  Lord  Berkeley,  and  Hugh,  Lord  Audley,  who  had  been  in 
arms  againd  the  king,  having  been  committed  prifoners  to  this  cadle,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  releafe  them,  in  1323,  by  Sir  John  Goldington,  Sir  Edmund  De  la 
Beche,  and  others,  who  got  into  the  cadle  by  a podern,  near  the  Thames0.  The 
attempt  was  frudrated  ; and  Sir  Edmund  De  la  Beche,  a pried,  (being,  probably, 
the  fame  perfon  who  was  afterwards  archdeacon  of  Berklhire,)  was  fent  a prifoner 
to  Pomfret. 

It  appears  that,  about  this  time,  Wallingford  cadle,  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
king’s  enemies,  Sir  Roger  D’Amory  was  fent  to  be  liege  it ; and  that,  for  35  days, 
which  he  fpent  in  the  fiege  and  fubfequent  defence  of  the  cadle,  after  he  had 
fucceeded  in  getting  it  into  his  poffeffion,  he  received  the  fum  of  51I.  7s. p. 
Maurice,  Lord  Berkeley,  above  mentioned,  continued  a prifoner  at  Wallingford,  till 


f The  words  of  the  record  are,  “ quod  nullus  de  natione  iftius  burgi  pro  quocunque  fafto  quod 
fecerit  debet  fufpendi,  imo  fecundum  confuetudinem  iilius  burgi  debet  oculis  & tcitibus  privari ; & tali 
Iibertate  uli  funt  a tempore  quo  non  extat  memoria.”  5 See  Rennet’s  Paroch.  Ant.  p.  25S. 

h Rennet’s  Paroch.  Ant.  1 Chronicle  of  Dunllaple.  k Rennet.  1 Ibid. 

“ Ibid.  n See  Pat.  it  Edw.  II.  0 Holinfhed.  * Rennet. 
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his  death,  which  happened  in  1326%  in  which  year  the  queen  kept  her  ChriH- 
mas  there  with  great  feflivity,  entertaining  a great  company  of  knights  and 
barons,  her  unfortunate  hufband  being  then  a prifoner  at  Kenilworth r.  King 
Edward  III.  gave  the  caflle  and  honor  of  Wallingford  to  his  fon,  John,  of  Eltham, 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  died  in  1334  : they  were  afterwards  annexed,  by  aft  of  par- 
liament, to  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  held  by  Edward,  the  Black  Prince,  and 
fome  of  his  fucceflors  in  that  duchy.  Joan,  the  fair  maid  of  Kent,  widow  of  the 
Black  Prince,  died  at  Wallingford,  in  1385'.  Towards  the  clofe  of  King  Richard  lid’s 
reign,  the  Earl  of  Wiltfhire,  and  the  king’s  three  confidential  fervants,  BufTy, 
Bagot,  and  Green,  were  made  keepers  of  Wallingford  caltle,  which,  it  appears, 
had  been  one  of  the  queen’s  palaces King  Henry  IV.  gave  the  cuHody  of  Wal- 
lingford caftle  and  honor  to  Thomas  Chaucer,  fon  of  the  poet,  for  life u.  The 
Dowager  Queen  Katharine,  widow  of  Henry  V.  had  a grant  of  Wallingford,  in 
1422  \ 

When  Cardinal  Wolfey  was  about  to  found  a college  in  Oxford,  the  king,  his 
mailer,  feparated  the  callle  and  honor  of  Wallingford  from  the  duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, and  gave  them  to  that  prelate,  as  a part  of  the  endowment  of  his  intended 
college  j but,  on  the  cardinal’s  attainder,  it  is  fuppofed  that  he  refumed  the  grant y. 
In  1540,  an  aft  of  parliament  palfed  to  feparate  the  honor  of  Wallingford  from  the 
duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  annex  it  to  the  manor  of  Ewelme,  in  Oxfordlhire  ; which, 
from  that  time,  was  to  be  called  the  honor  of  Ewelme,  and  to  have  the  fame  privi- 
leges as  the  honor  of  Wallingford  had  enjoyed. 

Leland,  who  vifited  Wallingford  about  this  time,  defcribes  the  callle  as  having 
“ three  dikes,  large,  deep,  and  well  watered : about  each  of  the  two  firlt  dikes, 
(fays  he,)  are  embatteled  waulle  fore  yn  ruine,  Sc  for  the  moll  part  defaced  ; all  the 
goodly  buildings,  with  the  toures  Sc  dungeon,  be  within  the  three  dikes.”  Camden, 
fpeaking  of  this  callle,  fays,  “ Its  fize  and  magnificence  ufed  to  llrike  me  with 
amazement,  when  I came  thither,  a lad,  from  Oxford,  it  being  a retreat  for  the 
fludents  of  Chrilt’s  Church.”  This  exprellion  has  induced  molt  writers  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  fite  of  the  callle  then  belonged  to  that  college,  which  is  an  error,  as  will 
be  hereafter  Ihewn.  “ It  is  environed,”  continues  the  learned  antiquary,  “ with  a 
double  wall,  and  a double  ditch,  and  in  the  middle,  on  a high  artificial  mount. 
Hands  the  citadel,  in  the  afcent  to  which,  by  lleps,  I have  feen  a well  of  immenfe 
depth.”  It  appears  by  an  inquifition,  taken  in  the  year  1555,  that  the  buildings 
of  the  keep  were  then  Handing,  and  that  they  contained  two  dungeons,  or  prifons : 

9 Dugdale’s  Baronage.  r Holinfhed.  s Gough’s  Sepulchral  Monuments,  p.  $6.  of  the 

Introdudtion.  ‘ Pat.  23  Rich.  II.  " Pat.  1 Hen.  IV.  1 Rolls  of  Parliament. 

1 Browne  Willis’s  Notitia  Parliamentaria. 
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the  other  buildings  of  the  caftle  feem  not  to  have  been,  at  that  time,  of  any  great 
extent z. 

Wallingford  caftle  was  put  into  a ftate  of  repair,  at  an  early  period  of  the  civil 
war  between  Kin’g  Charles  and  his  parliament ; and  being  well  garrifoned,  was 
efteemed  one  of  the  moft  important  fortrefles  in  the  king’s  pofleflion  \ When  the 
Earls  of  Holland  and  Bedford  deferted  the  parliament,  they  repaired  to  the  royal 
garrifon  at  Wallingford b.  On  the  28th  of  October,  1644,  the  king’s  army  marched 
to  Wallingford,  after  the  fecond  battle  of  Newbury  c.  The  caftle  efcaped  a liege 
till  nearly  the  clofe  of  the  war  ; it  was  furrendered  by  Col.  Blague,  the  governor, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  in  the  month  of  July,  i646d,  when  Adjutant  Evelyn  was 
appointed  governor  for  the  parliament®:  the  learned  Judge  Jenkyns  was  committed 
a prifoner  to  Wallingford  caftle  the  fame  year  f.  It  has  been  faid,  that  Sir  Edmund 
Dunch  was  appointed,  by  Cromwell,  conftable  or  governor  of  Wallingford  caftle g ; 
but  the  order  of  council  for  its  demolition,  which  bears  date  November  18th,  1652, 
is  directed  to  Major  Evelyn,  who  appears  to  have  been  the  only  governor,  after  it 
came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  parliament.  This  order,  the  original  of  which  is  in 
the  pofleflion  of  Mrs.  J.  Wells,  of  Wallingford,  after  ftating,  that  the  council  found 
it  neceflary  that  as  many  of  the  inland  garrifons  as  could  be  conveniently  fpared, 
fhould  be  forthwith  demolilhed,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks 
had  petitioned  that  Wallingford  lhould  be  one  of  that  number,  authorizes  Major 
Evelyn,  and  others,  to  proceed  in  the  demolition  of  the  caftle,  and  the  works  and 
fortifications  thereunto  belonging,  to  fell  the  materials  of  the  faid  caftle  and  fortifi- 
cations, as  well  as  of  the  huts,  magazines,  and  other  buildings,  erefted  within  the 
walls,  to  defray  the  expence  of  pulling  them  down ; and  directs,  that  the  overplus 
fhould  be  given,  according  to  their  difcretion,  for  the  relief  of  fuch  poor  perfons  as 
had  been  fufferers  by  the  garrifon,  while  it  was  in  the  late  king’s  hands.  This 
order  was  fo  well  obeyed,  that  there  is  fcarcely  a veftige  of  the  buildings  to  be 
feen ; part  of  a wall  towards  the  river  being  all  that  remains  of  this  ancient  and 
celebrated  caftle.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  Duke  of  Schomberg,  who  was  eminent 
for  his  fkill  in  military  taffies,  went  to  fee  the  fite  of  Wallingford  caftle,  after 
having  well  obferved  the  keep,  and  the  reft  of  the  ground  upon  which  it  "vvas  fituated, 
he  declared  that,  in  a little  time,  he  could  fo  fortify  it,  that  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  be  approached  by  an  enemy  ; and  that  he  fcarcely  knew  of  any  place  that  might 
be  made  fo  fit  as  this,  for  fecuring  any  perfon,  in  the  time  of  danger  or  diftrefs h : 
the  keep  is  now  overgrown  with  trees. 

z MS.  Hiltory  of  Wallingford.  a Clarendon.  b Ibid.  c Sir  Edward  Walker’s 

Hiftorical  Djfcourfes,  p.  115.  4 Heath’s  Chronicle.  ' Weekly  Intelligencer. 

f Ant.  Wood.  E Pamphlet,  entitled,  “ Myfteries  of  the  good  old  Gaufe.” 

h T.  Hearne,  in  Leland’s  Collectanea,  vol.  VI.  p.  93. 
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The  fite  of  Wallingford  cattle  is  ftill  annexed  to  the  honor  of  Ewelme,  under 
the  aft  of  King  Henry  VIII.  William  Hucks  efq.  is  the  prefent  leflee  ; the  leafe  has 
been  many  years  in  his  family  : in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century,  it  was  in  the 
poflefiion  of  Thomas  Renda  efq.!  who  reprefented  the  borough  of  Wallingford,  in 
parliament : a brick  building,  of  no  great  antiquity,  within  the  fite  of  the  cattle,  is 
defcribed  in  his  leafe  as  the  prifon  houfe. 

The  manor  of  Wallingford  was  granted  by  King  James  I.  to  the  corporation. 

Within  the  walls  of  Wallingford  cattle  was  an  ancient  college  k,  conttfting  of  a 
dean  and  prebendaries.  Ralph  de  Norwich  was  collated,  in  1217,  to  the  deanery  of 
the  king’s  chapel  at  Wallingford 1 : Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  died  in  1300, 
and  has  been  generally  deemed  the  founder,  endowed  the  college  with  lands  and  rents 
for  the  maintenance  of  fix  chaplains,  fix  clerks,  and  four  choritters  m.  Its  revenues, 
which  were  farther  augmented  by  Edward  the  Black  Prince,  and  King  Henry  VI. 
were  eftimated  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  at  147I.  8s.  ofd.  clear  yearly  value. 
Leland,  fpeaking  of  this  college,  fays  “ the  Decane  afore  Dr.  London  that  now  is, 
buildid  a fair  fteple  of  ftone,  at  the  wette  ende  of  the  collegiate  chapelle,  to 
making  whereof,  he  defaced  as  it  is  faid,  without  licence,  a peace  of  the  king’s 
lodging,  joyning  to  the  efte  end  of  the  chapelle.  The  decane  hath  a fair  lodging 
of  tymbre  within  the  caftelle,  and  to  it  is  joined  a place  for  the  minifters  of  the 
chapelle.”  An  inquifition,  taken  in  1555,  defcribes  the  tower  fpoken  of  by  Leland, 
as  25  feet  fquare,  and  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  as  60  feet  in  length,  and  40  in 
breadth n.  Dr.  “London,  the  laft  dean  of  this  college,  was  very  aftive  in  promoting 
the  bufinefs  of  the  reformation,  and  was  one  of  the  commiflioners  appointed  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  religious  houfes. 

The  fite  of  Wallingford  college,  conttfting  then  of  the  dean’s  lodgings,  the 
prieft’s  lodgings,  and  the  clerk’s  lodgings,  was  granted  in  1548  to  Michael  Stanhope 
and  John  Bellew,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  the  fame  year,  by  the  dean  and  canons 
of  Chrift’s  Church  College,  in  Oxford,  as  a place  of  retirement  “ in  times  of 
ficknefs  and  vifitation.”  It  appears  clearly  from  what  has  been  ftated,  that  they 
were  poflefied  of  no  more  than  the  ttte  of  the  collegiate  chapel  and  its  appurtenances. 
It  was  during  a removal  of  the  college  hither,  that  Camden  was  at  Wallingrord,  as 

1 MS.  Hiftory  of  Wallingford,  written  about  the  year  1720.  A copy  of  this  MS.  is  in  the  hands 
of  feveral  perfons  at  Wallingford.  k It  is  fomewhtre  afferted,  and  it  feems  very 

probable,  that  this  college  was  founded  by  Milo  Crifpin,  Lord  of  Wallingford,  about  the  year  nco. 
It  is  certain  that  the  foundation  had  taken  place  fome  time  before  the  year  1217.  In  the  year  1227, 
Hugh  de  Bathonia  was  collated  to  the  church  of  Stokes,  being  a prebend  of  the  chapel  at  Walling, 
ford. — See  Pat.  it  Hen.  III.  1 Pat.  1 Hen  III.  “ Dugdale.  " MS.  Hiftory 
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before  mentioned.  In  the  year  1554,  the  clerks’  lodging  was  let  to  Thomas  Parry 
efq.  and  his  wife,  Dame  Anne  Fortefcue  °,  on  condition  of  their  quitting  the  whole 
of  it,  excepting  one  convenient  chamber,  at  eight  days  notice,  in  cafe  of  the  ficknefs 
being  at  Oxford  : the  fame  conditions  were  for  many  years  inferted  in  all  the  leafes p. 
In  the  civil  war,  the  dean’s  lodging  was  utterly  demolifhed,  and  the  whole  place  fo 
altered,  that  it  was  difficult  to  afcertain  the  exaft  boundaries  of  the  college  eftate. 
The  clerks’  lodging  Hill  remains,  and  is  occupied  as  a dwelling-houfe ; the  priefts’ 
lodging  is  inhabited  by  cottagers. 

Juft  within  the  weft  gate  of  Wallingford,  was  a convent  of  Benedi&ine  monks, 
founded  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror,  by  Paul,  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  in 
the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  which  had  been  then  lately  given  to  that  abbey,  by 
Geffrey  the  chamberlain.  Cardinal  Wolfey  fuppreffed  this,  among  other  fmall 
monafteries,  in  1 535,  and  procured  a grant  of  it,  intending  it  as  part  of  the  en- 
dowment of  his  new  College  at  Oxford ; but  on  his  attainder  it  reverted  to  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  in  1 547  to  John  Norris  efq. q It  afterwards  belonged  to  the 
family  of  Molins ; and  it  appears  that  fome  part  of  the  building  remained  in  1644, 
near  Clapcote-Houfe,  the  feat  of  that  family r.  The  priory  eftate  is  now  the  property 
of  William  Hucks  efq.  who  has  a farm-houfe  on  the  fite. 

Without  the  fouth  gate  of  the  town  was  a hofpital  for  poor  men  and  women, 
which  exifted  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  Edward  the  firft’s  reign.  Its  revenues  were 
valued  in  1 535,  at  61.  per  annum : it  was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift,  and  it 
has  been  fuppofed  that  it  was  the  fame  which  in  other  records  is  called,  the  free 
chapel  of  St.  John  the  Baptift,  in  Wallingford s. 

The  town  of  Wallingford  was  incorporated  by  King  James  I.  The  corporation 
confifts  of  a mayor  and  five  aldermen,  (who  are  juftices  of  the  peace  within  the 
borough,)  a town-clerk,  and  other  officers,  chofen  out  of  the  burgeffes,  who  are 
18  in  number. 

Wallingford  fent  members  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  The  right 
of  election  is  veiled  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  burgeffes,  and  inhabitants,  paying 
fcot  and  lot.  That  eminent  lawyer,  Sir  William  Blackftone,  who  had  a feat  at 
Wallingford,  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  reprefented  this  borough  in  Parliament. 

Wallingford  is  a market-town  by  prefcription.  It  appears  by  the  Norman  Survey, 
that,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  the  market  was  held  on  Saturday ; it  was 
afterwards  changed  to  Sunday;  and  by  a charter,  bearing  date  1218,  from  that 
day  to  Monday'.  There  are  now  two  market-days,  Tuefday  and  Friday;  the 
Tuefday’s  market  is  very  inconfiderable.  There  are  four  annual  fairs,  the  Tuefday 

® She  was  rdidl  of  Sir  Adrian  Portefcue.  p Records  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 

Chrift’s  Church.  s Tanner.  1 Symonds’s  MSS.  Brit.  Muf.  5 See  Tanner’s  Notitia 

Monaftica.  1 Cl.  i Hen.  III.  See  r.  385. 
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before  Eafler,  Midfummer-day,  Michaelmas-day,  and  the  17th  of  December;  but 
the  only  one  much  reforted  to,  is  that  held  on  old  Michaelmas-day,  which  is  prin- 
cipally for  hiring  fervants  : over  the  market-houfe  is  a Town-hall,  where  the 
feffions  for  the  borough  are  held.  The  Michaelmas  Seflions  fpr  the  county  were 
held  here  in  1745,  Lord  Barrington  being  the  chairman  : according  to  the  tradition 
of  the  town,  the  affizes  alfo  have  occafionally  been  held  here.  The  county  gaol 
was  in  ancient  times  at  Wallingford,  from  whence  it  was  removed  to  Windfor  : in 
1314,  the  commonalty  of  the  county  of  Berks  prefented  a petition  to  parliament, 
praying  for  its  removal,  fince  its  fituation  at  Windfor  was  in  a remote  part  of  the 
county,  and  fubjedt  to  many  inconveniences : a commiffion  was  thereupon  appointed 
to  inquire  what  fituation  would  be  moll  for  the  king’s  advantage,  and  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  county u.  It  is  probable  that  the  county  gaol  was  then  removed  to 
Reading,  where  it  has  been  fixed  from  a very  remote  period.  The  principal  trade 
of  this  town  confills  in  malting. 

Wallingford  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  much  more  populous  than  it  is  at  prefent, 
and  its  decay  has  been  attributed  partly  to  a great  plague,  which  happened  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.  and  partly  to  the  circumftance  of  the  great  road  to  Gloucefter- 
fhire,  and  South  Wales,  having  been  diverted  from  its  former  courfe,  through 
Wallingford,  by  the  building  of  Culham  and  Burford  bridges,  near  Abingdon,  in 
1415  \ It  is  true,  as  Camden  obferves,  that  at  the  making  of  Domefday  book, 
there  were  276  houfes  in  Wallingford,  which  paid  the  gabel  tax ; but  by  an  atten- 
tive examination  of  that  furvey,  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  number  was  304, 
befides  eight  which  had  been  demolilhed  when  the  callle  was  built ; twenty-two  out  of 
the  twenty-eight,  which  make  up  the  number,  were  freeholds,  paying  a quit-rent  to 
the  crown : one  was  exempt  from  tax,  as  being  a mint’;  four  others  were  exempt  from 
various  caufes ; and  William  de  Warren  had  a houfe,  for  which  he  paid  nothing, 
the  reafon  of  which  is  not  afligned.  Several  other  houfes  are  mentioned,  as  be- 
longing to  the  manor,  but  it  feems  clear  that  they  were  not  fituated  in  the  town. 
No  means  have  occurred  of  obtaining  an  exaft  Hate  of  the  population,  at  any  inter- 
mediate time,  between  this  remote  period  and  the  year  1801.  It  is  certain  that  the 
inhabitants  at  various  times  made  great  complaints  of  the  decay  and  poverty  of  the 
town,  in  confequence  of  which,  the  fee-farm  rent  paid  to  the  crown  was  from 
time  to  time  diminifhed,  and,  at  length,  by  King  Henry  VII.  wholly  remitted 
Leland  defcribes  the  town  as  much  decayed  in  his  time;  and  an  inquifition  taken  in 
the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  reprefents  it  as  being  then  “ in  greater  defolation  and 
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ruin  than  ever  it  was  every  manner  of  way y.”  Unfortunately  Wallingford  does  not 
occur  in  fome  notes  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berks,  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  as  taken  by  order  of  Cardinal  Pole,  in  1555;  it  cannot  be 
afcertained,  therefore,  what  effect  this  decay  had  on  the  population.  According- to 
the  returns  made  to  parliament  in  1801,  the  number  of  houfes  appear  to  have  been 
then  362,  and  that  of  inhabitants  1744. 

If  the  town  of  Wallingford  fullered  fo  feverelv  by  the  diveriion  of  one  of  the 
great  w'eflern  roads  in  the  15th  century,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  it  has  received 
proportionate  advantage  by  the  two  new  turnpike  roads  which  were  brought  through 
it  fome  years  ago,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  zealous  exertions  of  their  then  repre- 
fentative,  Sir  William  Rlackftone.  One  of  thefe  roads  leads  from  Reading  to 
Oxford,  a communication  having  been  made  acrofs  the  Thames  for  that  purpofe, 
by  the  building  of  Shiliingford  bridge  ; the  other  palies  through  the  vale  of  White- 
horfe  to  Wantage. 

An  a£t  of  parliament,  for  paving  and  lighting  the  town  of  Wallingford,  palled 
in  1 795. 

Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  fays  it  appeared  by  the  donations  and  patents  of  Edmund, 
Earl  of  Cornwall,  that  there  were  anciently  14  parilh  churches  in  Wallingford  ; and 
that  in  his  time  there  were  men  yet  alive,  who  could  Ihew  the  places  were  they  flood. 
It  mull  be  obferved,  that  the  inquifition  taken  after  the  death  of  Richard,  Earl  of 
Cornwall,  in  1271,  only  three  churches  are  mentioned  ; AlLSaints,  St.  Peter’s,  and 
St.  Michael’s  z : the  taxation  of  Pope  Nicholas,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I. 
omits  St.  Michael’s,  and  mentions  in  addition,  the  churches  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
St.  Mary  the  great  or  the  more,  St.  Mary  the  lefs,  St.  Martin,  and  the  united  churches 
of  St.  Leonard  and  S.  Lucian  : in  the  year  1374%  the  churches  of  St.  Mary  the  lefs, 
St.  Michael,  and  St.  Peter,  were  united  by  the  king’s  patent,  on  account  of  the  poverty 
of  all  three : the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  was  the  conventual  church  of  the 
Benedifline  Monks:  a record  of  the  year  1452  b,  mentions  the  united  parilh  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  John.  The  author  of  the  MSS.  hiltory  of  Wallingford,  feems  to 
be  of  opinion  that  he  has  fucceeded  in  enumerating  all  the  fourteen  churches  ; but 
in  fo  doing,  he  reckons  the  collegiate  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas  within  the  caflde,  two 
churches  of  St  John,  St.  Mary  the  lefs,  St.  Peter  in  the  weft  ; and  a church  of  which 
he  did  not  know  the  name,  which  flood  on  a plot  of  ground  then  in  the  poffefiion  of 
Mr.  Weftali : he  fuppoi'es  one  of  the  churches  dedicated  to  St.  John  to  have  be- 
longed to  the  hofpital  of  that  name : indeed  it  is  moft  probable,  that  there  never 
was  more  than  one  parochial  church  dedicated  to  that  faint,  which  was  called 

7 MSS.  Hiftory  of  Wallingford.  1 Efch.  36  Hen.  III.  3 See  pat.  48  Edw.  III. 

k See  Kennet’s  parochial  Antiquities. 
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St.  John’s  fitper  aquam  : It  flood  in  Thames  flreet,  and  appears,  by  the  record  of  1452 
above-mentioned,  to  have  been  united  to  St.  Peter’s : the  chantry  roll  mentions  a 
free  chapel  of  St.  John,  which  might  have  been  the  chapel  of  the  hofpital ; in  the  fame 
roll  mention  is  made  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  It  does  not  appear,  that 
more  than  eleven  churches  have  been  fairly  made  out,  even  including  St.  Peter’s  in 
the  weft,  of  which  no  mention  has  been  found  on  record.  The  author  of  the  above- 
mentioned  hiftory  fays,  that  St.  Lucian’s  church,  (which  belonged  to  the  priory  of 
St.  Fridefwide  in  Oxford,)  flood  five  poles  fouth  of  the  alms-houfe  ; St.  Michael’s, 
was  in  the  way  leading  to  St.  Leonard’s  church  ; All-Saints  was  in  Caftle-flreet : 
St.  Peter  in  the  weft,  is  faid  to  have  been  in  a corner  of  Kenny-Croft. 

Leland  fays  there  were  in  his  time  three  mean  parifh  churches,  but  does  not  men- 
tion their  names : Camden  fays  but  one  or  two  in  his  time.  It  feems  as  if  neither  of  the 
learned  antiquarians  were  quite  corretl : when  Captain  Symonds  vifited  Walling- 
ford in  1644;  three  churches,  St.  Mary’s,  St.  Peter’s,  and  St.  Leonard’s,  were  Hand- 
ing, and  in  ufe  : All-Saints  church,  having  been  difufed  for  more  than  half  a century, 
had  been  pulled  down  the  year  before  by  the  inhabitants0.  During  the  fiege  of  Walling- 
ford in  1 646,  St.  Peter’s  and  Saint  Leonard’s  were  laid  in  ruins : St.  Leonard’s  was  re- 
paired and  opened  for  divine  fervice  about  the  year  1704:  St.  Peter’s  continued  in 
ruins,  till  the  prefent  reign  ; it  was  rebuilt,  principally  at  the  inftance,  and  by  the 
, exertions  of  Sir  William  Blackftone,  who  built  the  fpire  at  his  own  expence,  and 
lies  buried  in  the  chancel,  with  no  other  memorial,  than  the  family  crefl  on  the 
flab,  which  covers  his  remains : the  new  church  was  finifhed  in  1769,  the  fpire  in 
1777.  In  the  old  church  before  its  demolition,  were  feveral  monuments  of  the 
family  of  Molins,  as  appears  by  Capt.  Symonds’s  notes,  particularly  thofe  of  Sir 
Michael  Molins,  who  died  in  1615  ; and  Elizabeth  Lady  Molins,  who  died  in  1622: 
fhe  was  wife  of  Sir  Barentyne  Molins,  who  was  made  a banneret,  under  the  ftandard 
of  France,  at  the  fiege  of  Amiens,  in  1597  : Sir  Adrian  Molins,  their  anceftor,  mar- 
ried the  daughter  and  heir  of  R.  Court  of  Makeney,  who  was  auditor  to  Prince 
Arthur  k This  family,  fome  of  whom  appear  to  have  reprefented  the  borough  in 
parliament,  had  their  feat  at  Clapcoe  in  the  parifh  of  All-Saints,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  caflle,  anciently  a manor,  which  belonged  fucceffively  to  the  families  of  Bereford  % 
and  James  f:  the  fite  of  Clapcote-houfe,  which  has  been  long  pulled  down,  belongs 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barker.  In  St.  Peter’s  church  were  fome  tombs  alfo  of  the,  ancient 
family  of  James  of  Wallingford,  who  reprefented  the  borough  in  parliament,  in  the 
reign  of  King  Edward  III. : the  manfion  belonging  to  this  family  was  Handing  in 


* Symonds’s  MSS.  Brit.  Mus.  d Btrkfhire  pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 
'Cart.  Ric.  II. 


f Efch.  Edw.  I. 


1644, 


B E R K S H I R E. 


4°3 

1644,  near  the  bridge.  The  rectory  of  St.  Peter’s  is  in  the  patronage  of  Ilenry 
Blackdone  efq.  fon  of  Sir  William. 

The  church  of  St.  Eeonard  exhibits  fome  remains  of  Norman  architecture  ; and, 
by  the  arches  in  its  fouth  wall,  appears  to  have  been  much  reduced  from  its  original 
fize,  by  the  dilapidations  which  it  fuftained  in  the  civil  war.  The  reCtory  is  in  the 
patronage  of  the  crown.  St.  Mary’s,  which  is  the  principal  church  of  the  town, 
and  (lands  in  the  market-place,  contains  no  monument  worthy  of  notice : on  the 
tower  is  the  figure  of  an  armed  knight  on  horfeback.  The  reCtory  is  in  the 
patronage  of  the  crown.  The  advowfon  of  All  Saints  was  given  by  King  Richard  II. 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Wallingford s : the  reClory  which  is  a 
finecure,  the  church  having  never  been  rebuilt,  fince  it  was  pulled  down  in  1643, 
belongs  to  the  mailer  and  fcholars  of  Pembroke  College  in  Oxford. 

Richard  de  Wallingford,  abbot  of  St.  Alban’s,  a celebrated  mathematician  and 
mechanic  ; and  John  de  Wallingford,  a monk  of  the  fame  abbey,  who  wrote  a 
chronicle,  publilhed  by  Dr.  Gale,  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  natives  of  this  town. 

There  is  a free  fchool  at  Wallingford  founded  by  Walter  Bigg,  alderman  of 
London  in  i659,and  endowed  by  him  with  iol.  per  annum.  The  prefent  mailer 
has  enjoyed  his  fituation  52  years.  Mr.  William  Aungear  and  Mary,  his  filler, 
founded  an  alms-houfe  for  fix  poor  people,  about  the  year  1687:  its  original 
endowment  which  was  very  fmall,  has  been  augmented  by  Job  Wells  efq.  and 
Mr.  Richardfon. 

Wallingford  bridge,  of  great  antiquity,  is  afubllantial  Itone  dru£lure,  confiding  of 
19  arches : there  is  a fund  of  20I.  per  annum  for  its  repair,  being  a rent  charge  on 
houfes,  which  is  under  the  management  of  two  bridgmen,  chofen  annually  out  of 
the  burgeffes. 

Laurence-Waltham,  in  the  hundred  of  Wargrave,  lies  about  five  miles  to  the 
fouth-well  of  Maidenhead,  about  nine  eall  of  Reading,  and  about  ten  wed  of 
Windfor.  The  manor  was  given,  together  with  the  whole  hundred  of  Wargrave,  to 
the  fee  of  Wincheder  by  Oueen  Emma,  mother  of  King  Edward  the  Confeffor  : 
the  grant  feems  to  have  been  refumed  by  her  fon  ; for  in  the  Survey  of  Domefday, 
all  thefe  manors  are  defcribed  ; as  then  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  are  fa'id  to  have 
been  fettled  by  King  Edward  the  Confeffor  on  his  Queen  Editha.  It  appears  by  a 
paffage  in  Brompton,  that  the  manor  of  Wargrave,  including,  it  is  mod  probable, 
Laurence-Waltham  and  Warfield,  was  purchafed  of  King  Richard  I.  in  1189  by 


* Dugdalc’s  Monaflicon. 

3 F 2 


Godfrey 


404 


BERKSHIRE. 


Godfrey  de  Lucy,  Bilhop  of  Winchefter,  and  by  him  again  annexed  to  the  fee1'. 
Bilhop  Poynet  in  1551,  furrendered  the  whole  hundred  of  Wargrave  (in  which  this 
manor  was  included)  to  King  Edward  VI.  who  bellowed  it  on  Sir  Henry  Neville,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  of  his  privy  chamber  : the  grant  was  annulled  by  Queen  Mary,  who 
befiowed  it  on  the  fee  of  Winchefter,  of  which  John  White  was  then  bilhop  : King 
Edward’s  grant  was  confirmed,  and  that  of  Queen  Mary  annulled,  by  an  aft  of  par- 
liament in  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  *.  Henry  Neville,  the  laft  heir  male  of 
this  branch  of  the  family,  who  had  affumed  the  name  of  Grey,  as  heir  of  his  mater- 
nal grandfather  Lord  Grey  of  Werke,  died  in  1740  : on  the  death  of  his  widow*, 
who  afterwards  had  married  to  her  fecond  hufband  the  Earl  of  Portfmouth,  the  manor 
of  Laurence-Waltham,  and  hundred  of  Wargrave,  were  inherited  by  Richard 
Aldworth  efq.  of  Stanlake,  whofe  father  had  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Colonel 
Richard  Neville.  Mr.  Aldworth,  on  his  acceifion  to  this  property,  took  the  name  of 
Neville,  and  was  father  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Braybrooke,  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  manors,  which  are  parcel  of  the  hundred  of  Wargrave,  poftefs  extenfive  pri- 
vileges, under  royal  grants  to  the  Bilhops  of  Winchefter ; fuch  as  free  chafe,  and 
free  warren,  exemption  from  the  foreft  laws,  and  from  the  expeditation 1 of 
dogs,  &c.  &c.  m 

In  the  parilh  church  are  feveral  tombs  of  the  Neville  family,  among  which  is  that 
of  Sir  Henry  Neville,  grantee  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1593  j he  was  a younger 
fon  of  Sir  Edward  Neville,  anceftor  of  the  earl  of  Abergavenny,  who  was  beheaded 
by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1538.  Sir  Henry  Neville,  fon  of  Sir  Henry  above- 
mentioned,  was  ambaflador  in  France  : he  had  two  fons ; Richard  Neville,  a royalift, 
colonel  of  a brigade  to  King  Charles  I.  who  died  in  1676,  and  lies  buried  at  Laurence- 
Waltham  ; and  Henry  Neville  a celebrated  republican  writer,  author  of  Plato 
Redivivus , and  other  political  works  ; who  died  in  1694,  and  lies  buried  at  Warfield. 
Col.  Neville’s  fon,  Henry  Neville,  who  was  the  laft  heir  male  of  this  branch  of  the 
family,  took  the  name  of  Grey,  as  heir  to  Ralph,  Lord  Grey  of  Werke  : he  died  in 
1740,  and  lies  here  buried,  as  does  alfo  Elizabeth  his  widow,  afterwards  Countefs  of 
Portfmouth.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  alfo  for  the  families  of  Wightwick 
and  Rudge. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  priory  of 
Elurley,  are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Braybrooke,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 
In  1803,  an  adt  of  parliament  palled  for  inclofing  the  manor  of  Laurence-Waltham? 
and  fo  much  of  Mr.  Vanfittart’s  manor  of  Hall  as  lies  within  this  parilh  : the  lands 

* Decern  Scriptores  I.  1162.  1 Afhmole’s  Berkfhire.  k Anno  1762.  1 See  p.  365,  note  k. 
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were  not  exonerated  from  tithes.  Laurence- Waltham  lies  within  the  deanery  of 
Reading.  There  is  an  annual  fair  at  this  place  on  the  i ith  of  Augult. 

White-Waltham,  in  the  hundred  of  Barnerlh,  and  deanery  of  Reading,  lies 
about  four  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Maidenhead,  and  about  eight- weft -of  Windfor. 

The  manor  of  White-Waltham,  alias  Berry  in  Waltham,  was  part  of  the  endow- 
ment of  Sir  William  Truffell’s  College  at  Shottefbroke : George  Throckmorton,  who 
perhaps  was  warden  of  that  College  n,  furrendered  it  to  the  king  in  1543  °.  It  has 
long  been  annexed  to  the  manor  of  Shottefbroke,  and  was  purchafed  with  it  by  the 
anceftor  of  Arthur  Vanfittart  efq.  M.  P.  the  prefent  proprietor,  in  1716.  Mr.  Van- 
fittart  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Smewins  in  this  parifh,  purchafed  by  his  anceftor  of 
Mr.  Henry  May,  the  fame  year  in  which  he  bought  White-Waltham  of  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  Francis  Cherry  efq.  This  manor  had  alfo  belonged  to  Mr.  Cherry,  before 
it  became  the  property  of  Mr.  May  : and  the  manor-houfe  was  for  fome  time  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  learned  Henry  Dodwell p.  This  houfe,  which  flood  within  a moated 
fite,  was  an  ancient  feat  of  the  family,  from  whom  it  derived  its  name;  and  tradition 
fays  that  it  was  the  country  houfe  of  Prince  Arthur,  fon  of  King  Henry  VII q.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  feventeenth  century,  it  was  in  the  Norris  family ; Elizabeth 
Countefs  of  Kelly,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Norris,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1621  r:  this 

/yL 

lady  had  alfo  the  manor  of  Heywood  in  White-Waltham5,  which  belonged  to 
the  priory  of  Littlemore  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  had  been  granted  in  fee-farm  to  her 
father after  her  death  it  appears  to  have  pafled  to  the  Whitmores,  of  whom  it 
was  purchafed,  in  1627,  by  the  anceftor  of  John  Sawyer  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor. 
Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who  married  one  of  the  Sawyer 
family,  lived  feveral  years  at  Heywood-houfe  u. 

A manor  in  this  parilh,  which  for  a feries  of  years  x had  belonged  to  the  Windfor 
family,  acquired  from  them  the  name  of  Windfors  : William  Lord  Windfor,  by  his 
will,  bearing  date  i558,bequeathed  it  to  his  fon  Sir  Edward  y.  This  eftate,  no  longer 
called  a manor,  was  purchafed  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century  by  Mr.  Gardiner, 
together  with  a manfion,  called  HilLhoufe,  which  was  let  in  1653  to  Sir  Paul  Neile, 
fon  of  the  Archbilhop  of  York.  William  Neile,  fon  of  Sir  Paul,  who  occupied  this 
houfe  after  his  father,  fitted  up  an  obfervatory  here,  for  carrying  on  his  aftronomicai 

” William  Throckmorton,  warden  of  Shottefbroke  College,  died  in  1 535  ; Robert  Vere  was  warden, 
when  the  college  was  diffolved  in  1545.  0 Records  in  the  augmentation  office.  p Hearne’s 

notes  refpecting  White-Waltham,  &c.  annexed  to  the  5th  vol.  of  Leland’s  Itinerary.  ’ Ibid. 

1 Efch.  Jac.  I.  5 Ibid.  * Fee-farm  rolls  in  the  augmentation  office.  u T.  Hearne,  in 

his  notes  to  the  Chronicle  of  Dunftaple,  vol.  I.  253.  * Inquifitions  of  the  Fienes  family  temp. 

I Edw,  II.  and  Edw.  III.  7 Collins’s  peerage. 
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ftudies.  Hearne  fpeaks  of  him  as  a man  of  fingular  talents,  and  particularly  eminent 
for  his  fkill  in  mathematics  and  philofophy  : he  died  in  1670,  being  then  gentleman 
of  the  privy  chamber  to  King  Charles  11.  and  lies  buried  at  Waltham,  where  is  a mo- 
nument to  his  memory.  This  houfe  and  eftate  were  fold  in  1671,  by  the  Gardiners, 
to  Edward  Pownall  efq.  : Mr.  Cherry  purchafed  it  in  1684:  in  1700,  it  became 
by  marriage  the  property  of  Mr.  Hayes,  father  of  the  late  James  Hayes  efq.  fome  time 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  juftices  for  Wales,  who  was  born  at  Hill-houfe.  After  fome  in- 
termediate alienations,  the  eftate  was  purchafed, in  1744,  by  James  Theobald  efq.  who 
changed  the  name  of  the  manfion  from  Hill-houfe  to  Waltham-place : about  the 
time  of  Mr.  Theobald’s  purchafe,  the  houfe  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Bute\  In  1773,  Waltham-place  was  fold  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reid  : it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty and  feat  of  George  Grant  efq.  whofe  father  purchafed  it  .of  Mr.  Reid  in 
1776. 

John  deFienes  who  died  in  1321,  was  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Wolvely  or  Wolly 
in  this  parifh,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  free  chapel  of  that  name,  which  was  held 
under  Richard  de  Wind  for1 *  3.  The  manor  and  chapel  are  called,  in  writings,  by  the 
name  of  Wolvely  or  Wolly  Fynes : the  chapel  has  been  long  in  ruins ; the  manor 
is  the  property  of  Dr.  Loveday,  whofe  family  acquired  it  by  purchafe  from  the  co- 
heirefles  of  John  Finch  efq.  in  1703:  it  is  now  called  the  manor  of  Fienes  or 
Feens. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  the  monuments  of  Sir  Edmund  Sawyer,  one  of  the  au- 
ditors of  the  Exchequer,  who  died  in  1676,  (father  of  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  Attorney- 
General  to  King  James  II.  who  was  difplaced  by  that  monarch  in  1687,)  and  that 
of  Sir  Conftantine  Phipps,  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  (grandfather  of  the  firft 
Lord  Mulgrave,)  who  died  in  1723. 

The  great  tithes  of  White- Waltham,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  abbey 
of  Chertfey,  and  afterwards  given,  with  the  other  eftates  of  that  monaflery,  to 
Bilham  abbey,  when  it  was  reflored  by  King  Henry  VIII.,  having  paffed  through 
various  hands  after  the  reformation,  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Theobald ; and, 
having  been  divided  into  lots,  were  purchafed  at  the  fale  of  his  eftates,  by  the  feveral 
land  owners : Mr.  Vanfittart  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

An  entry  in  the  parifh  regifter,  bearing  date  1652,  records,  that  “ Mr.  John 
Blower  was  vicar  of  this  parifh  of  White-Waltham,  the  fpace  of  67  years ; namely, 
from  that  of  our  Lord  1577,  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1644,  as  appeareth  from  the 
time  of  his  induction  to  the  time  of  his  death.”  It  is  faid,  that  he  removed, hither 
from  another  benefice;  and  that,  when  he  died,  he  was  nearly  100  years  of  age. 

1 See  Simpfon’s  Englilb  Traveller,  publifhed  in  1746.  “ The  inquifit'on  is  printed  in  Bib. 

Top.  Brit.  Berks. 
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A ftory  is  told  of  him,  that,  preaching  before  Queen  Elizabeth,  he  addrefied 
her  by  the  appellation  of  “ my  Royal  Queen  which,  a little  while  afterwards, 
he  changed  for  “ my  Noble  Queen.” — “ What !”  fays  her  majefty,  (in  a fort  of 
whifper,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,)  am  I ten  groats  worfe  than  I was  ?”  The  pun  being 
overheard  by  the  preacher,  he  was  fo  difconcerted,  that  he  refolved  never  to  preach 
another  fermon,  and  for  the  future  always  fubftituted  one  of  the  Homilies. 

Thomas  Hearne,  the  celebrated  antiquary,  by  whom  the  above  ftory  is  related  % 
was  a native  of  White  Waltham,  being  the  fon  of  Mr.  George  Hearne,  the  parifti 
clerk : he  was  born  in  the  month  of  July,  1678,  as  appears  by  the  regifter. 

There  is  no  affemblage  of  houfes  near  the  church  : thofe  belonging  to  the  parifh 
are  principally  fituated  at  Waltham-Street,  Paley-Street,  Littlewick-Green,  and 
Littlefield-Green. 

Wantage,  anciently  Wanating , or  Wanting , a confiderable  market  town,  60  miles 
from  London,  gives  name  to  the  hundred  in  which  it  is  fituated  : the  ancient 
appellation  is  flill  retained  in  the  name  of  the  hundred. 

King  Alfred,  who  was  born  at  Wantage b,  then  one  of  the  palaces  of  the  Saxon 
kings,  gave  the  manor  by  will  to  his  wife,  Ealfwith c,  daughter  of  Ethelred,  Earl  of 
Mercia,  who  furvived  him  four  years,  and  died  in  904  : when  the  Norman  Survey 
was  taken,  it  was  part  of  the  royal  demefne.  King  Richard  I.  having  granted  it  to 
Baldwin  de  Betun,  Earl  of  Albemarle,  the  earl  gave  it,  in  frank  marriage,  to 
William  de  Valence d,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  whofe  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  brought 
it  to  Hugh  Bigod,  Earl  of  Norfolk e.  In  or  about  the  year  1215,  this  earl  gave 
the  manor  of  Wantage  to  Fulk  Fitzwarrenf,  a Norman  baron,  whofe  family 
poffeffed  it  for  feveral  generations.  Sir  Richard  Hankeford,  who  married  the  heirefs 
of  the  Fitzwarrens,  left  an  only  daughter,  Anne,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sir  William 
Bourchier,  afterwards  fummoned  to  parliament  as  Lord  Fitzwarren g : his  grandfon 
was  created  Earl  of  Bath.  One  of  the  coheireffes  of  the  laft  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord 
Fitzwarren,  (who  died  in  1630,)  brought  the  manor  of  Wantage  to  the  Wreys : 
Sir  Bourchier  Wrey  bart.  fold  it  to  the  Doyleys.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Samuel 
Worthington  efq.  whofe  uncle,  Mr.'  Giles,  purchafed  it  of  the  truftees  of  the  Earl 
of  Bradford,  a lunatic.  The  manor  and  hundred  of  Wantage  were  anciently  held 
of  the  manor  of  Hampfted-Marfhall,  in  this  county  h. 

The  manor  of  Brians,  or  Wantyng-Bryan,  belonged,  in  the  15th  century,  to 
the  family  of  Andrew  *,  afterwards  to  the  Hungerfords k,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  William  Stirling  efq.  who  purchafed  it  of  the  family  of  Boot. 

3 In  his  notes  relating  to  White  Waltham,  printed  in  Leland’s  Itinerary,  vol.  V. 
b Afferius  de  Rebus  geftis  Alfredi,  p.  3.  c Alfred’s  Will,  printed  at  Oxford,  in  1788, 

from  a Mb,  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  late  Thomas  Aftle  efq.  d Dugdale’s  Baronage,  I.  63. 

e Dugdale.  1 Ibid.  1 Ibid.  h See  Pat.  10  Hen.  VI.  1 Efch.  Hen.  VI. 

* Efch.  Mar. 
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The  manor  of  Charlton , a confiderable  hamlet  in  this  parifli,  was  for  many  years 
in  the  Carews1.  It  is  now  the  property  of  J.  P.  Baftard  efq.  M.  P.  in  right  of  his 
wife,  reliCt  of  the  late  Mr.  Wymonaefold. 

Speed,  on  the  authority  of  a catalogue  cf  religious  houfes,  afcribed  to  Gervafe, 
of  Canterbury,  who  flourilhed  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  makes  mention  of  a priory 
of  black  nuns,  at  a place  called  the  Ham,  in  Berk  fibre  m,  fuppofed  to  be  Ham-Houfe, 
in  this  parifli,  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Waicot,  daughter  of  the  late  John  Price  efq. 
who  inherits  alfo,  from  her  father,  a leafehold  eflate,  held  under  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Windfor,  called  the  manor  of  Priors  : no  mention  of  the  priory  of  the 
Ham  is  to  be  found  on  record. 

The  Yates,  of  Buckland,  had  an  eilate  in  this  parifli,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  called  the  manor  of  Fottefwick ". 

Grove , a hamlet  of  Wantage,  was  given  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bermondfey, 
in  1142  °. 

Wantage  is  a market  town,  by  prefcription ; the  market  day  is  Saturday.  There 
are  four  annual  fairs ; the  fird  Saturday  in  March,  the  firft  Saturday  in  May, 
July  1 8th,  and  October  17th  : there  is  a flatute  fair,  alfo,  on  the  1 ith  of  October  : 
a fair,  on  the  tranflation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  III. 
in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  reign p.  The  town  is  governed  by  a chief  condable. 
Round  the  old  market  crofs  is  the  following  infcription : “ Pray  for  the  good  Earl 
of  Bath,  & for  good  maker  William  Barnabe,  the  builder  hereof,  1580,  & for 
William,  Lord  Fitzwarren q.” 

It  appears,  by  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wantage,  made  by  order 
of  Cardinal  Pole,  in  1555,  that  they  did  not  then  exceed  1000:  Mr.  Pearce,  in 
his  agricultural  furvey  of  Berklhire,  in  1794,  calculates  them  at  2100.  In  the 
returns  made  to  parliament,  in  1801,  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parilh 
is  dated  at  3043,  of  which  2339  were  in  the  town,  60  in  the  hamlet  of  Wejl- 
Lockinge,  247  in  Charlton,  and  397  in  the  hamlet  of  Grove.  The  inhabitants  of 
Wantage  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  coarfe  cloth  and  lacking. 

After  the  king’s  army  quitted  • Reading,  in  the  month  of  May  1 644,  they  were 
quartered  for  fome  days  in  and  about  Wantage r : on  the  20th  of  November  the 
fame  year,  the  king  lay  at  Wantage  \ 

The  parifli  church  is  a fpacious  and  handfome  Gothic  ftruCture,  in  the  form  of  a 
crofs,  built  either  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  the  benefa&ions  of  the  Fitzwarren  family. 
In  the  roof  are  the  arms  of  Fitzwarren,  and  the  royal  arms ; in  the  north  aide 

1 Efch.  Hen.  VI.  Edw.  IV.  See.  “ See  Speed  and  Tanner.  n Efeh.  Eliz. 

c Manning’s  Survey,  vol.  I.  p.  190.  r See  Cart.  30  Hen.  III.  q Capt.  Symonds’s  MSS. 

Brit.  Muf.  ' Sir  Edward  Walker’s  Hiftorical  Difcourfes,  p.  13.  ’ Ibid.  p.  120,  I2j. 
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are  Hankeford,  quartering Fitzwarren;  Archbiffiop  Bourchier’s  arms;  and  Bourchier 
impaling  Fitzwarren.  In  the  chancel  is  an  altar-tomb,  which  has  the  effigies  of  one 
of  the  Fitzwarrens,  with  the  order  of  the  garter,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Sir  Fulk 
Fitzwarren,  who  has  been  called  the  founder  of  the  church  ; but  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  Sir  Fulk  is  known  to  have  been  buried  at  Whittington.  Perhaps  it  might  have 
been  intended  for  Sir  William  Fitzwarren,  who  was  alfo  a knight  of  the  garter,  being 
the  47th  in  fucceffion  from  the  firft  inflitution  of  the  order ; Sir  Fulk  Fitzwarren 
was  the  51ft.  Againll  the  wall  of  the  north  aifle  is  a brafs  figure  of  Sir  Ivo  Fitz- 
warren, defcended  from  a younger  branch  of  the  fame  family,  who  died,  feifed 
of  fome  lands  in  Wantage,  in  the  year  1414.  This  Sir  Ivo  attended  the  Earl  of 
Buckingham,  in  his  expedition  to  the  coalt  of  France,  and  was  with  him  at  the 
fiege  of  Nantes c.  In  the  church  of  Wantage  are  memorials  alfo  for  the  families 
of  Wilmot  of  Charlton,  and  Grove  of  Grove.  Capt.  Symonds,  who  vifited  this 
church  in  1644,  makes  mention  of  a' tomb  of  Richard  Davy,  the  public  executioner, 
who  died  in  1493,  t^le  effigi£S  °n  a brafs  plate  of  himfelf  and  hrs  wife,  and  an 
hatchet,  as  emblematic  of  his  office. 

When  the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  Peter,  the  biffiopu,  poffeffied  two 
thirds  of  the  redlory : William,  the  deacon,  held  the  other  third  under  the  king. 
John  Duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  France  died,  feifed  of  the  redbory  of  Wantage, 
in  1436 x:  it  was  afterwards  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  to 
whom  it  (till  belongs.  William  Henry  Price  efq.  has  a portion  of  tithes  in  the 
tithing  of  Bryan’s  fee : the  dean  and  chapter  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which 
is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon.  An  adb  of  parliament  paffed  in  1803,  for  inclofing 
the  pariffi  of  Wantage,  and  the  hamlet  of  Grove ; the  lands  were  not  exonerated 
from  tithes. 

In  the  pariffi  regifter  at  this  place  is  the  following  remarkable  entry,  “ September 
1598 — A ftrange  miracle  1 The  19  daye  was  buried  two  men  children,  growing 
together  from  the  breil  to  the  navells,  having  all  their  right  members  eache  of  them, 
being  the  children  of  John  Ruffell  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.” 

Leland  mentions  Wantage  as  being  remarkable  for  having  two  churches  in  one 
church-yard  : one  of  the  churches  which  he  fpeaks  of  is  an  ancient  building, 
now  ufed  as  a fchool ; the  north  door  is  of  Norman  architedbure  y. 

In  the  year  1598,  an  adb  of  parliament  paffed,  for  veiling  the  town  lands  of 
Wantage,  given  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VI.  and  Henry  VII.  for  charitable  ufes,  in 
twelve  of  “ the  better  fort  of  inhabitants,  ” to  be  deemed  a body  corporate,  and 
to  ufe  a common  feal.  By  this  adb,  the  revenues  of  the  faid  lands  are  appropriated 

* Dugdale.  “ The  only  bithop  of  this  name,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  was  Peter, 

bifhop  of  Litchfield.  5 Efch.  14  Hen.  VI.  y See  p.  205. 
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to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  repair  of  highways,  and  the  fupport  of  a grammar- 
fchool.  An  Englifh  fchool  has  from  an  early  period  been  added  to  the  other  charitable 
objects,  provided  for  out  of  the  profits  of  thefe  lands.  The  governors  allow  30I.  per 
annum  to  the  matter  of  the  grammar-fchool,  who  muft  be  a graduate  in  one  of 
the  univerfities,  and  15I.  per  annum  to  the  mafter  of  the  Englifh  fchool. 

Mr.  Robert  Styles,  in  1680,  founded  and  endowed  an  alms-houfe  for  12  poor 
perfons,  who  receive  3s.  6d.  a week  each. 

In  this  town  was  born  the  learned  Jofeph  Butler,  bifhop  of  Durham z : his  nephew 
is  now  one  of  the  oldeft  inhabitants  of  Wantage,  and  a governor  of  the  town  lands. 

Warfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Wargrave,  lies  about  eight  miles  to  the  fouth-weft 
of  Windfor,  and  four  miles  and  a half  north-eaft  of  Wokingham. 

The  manor  of  Warfield  is  the  property  of  Lord  Braybrooke  : its  hiffory  is  exadly 
fimilar  to  that  of  Laurence-Waltham. 

The  ancient  family  of  the  Stavertons,  whofe  burial  place  is  in  the  north  aide  of 
the  chancel,  had  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Staverton’s  manor : the  heirefs  of 
this  family  married  Henry  Neville,  the  political  writer,  who,  having  no  iffue,  be- 
queathed this  eftate  to  his  nephew.  Grey  Neville,  fome  time  one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  Berks.  The  feat  of  the  Stavertons,  (now  a 
farm  houfe,)  was  called  Healy,  or  Heathly-Hall : the  manor  is  now  the  property 
of  Lord  Braybrooke,  who  has  another  eftate  in  this  parifh,  formerly  called  the  manor 
of  Warfield,  or  Newenham,  in  Warfield,  which  belonged  to  the  Norris3  family. 

Warfield-Grove,  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Coxe  Hippefley  bart.  was  purchafed  by  him 
of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  George  Bowyer. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  Stavertons : Henry  Neville, 
the  republican  writer  already  mentioned,  lies  buried  in  their  aifle. 

The  redory  of  Warfield,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Hurley, 
was  granted,  in  1547,  to  Richard  Cecil b : Humphrey  Harte  died  feifed  of  it  in 
1 557°,  foon  after  which  it  became  the  property  of  the  Terry  family,  in  whom  it 
has  ever  fince  continued : they  are  patrons  alfo  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Reading. 

At  New  Bracknell,  in  this  parifh,  are  three  annual  fairs  j April  25,  Augufl  22, 
and  Odober  1. 

Wargrave,  which  gives  name  to  a hundred,  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
about  feven  miles  north-eaft  of  Reading,  and  three  miles  and  a half  from  Henley, 
in  Oxfordfhire.  It  had  anciently  a market  on  Mondays,  granted  in  1218,  to  Peter 

2 Biograph.  Brit.  2 Efch.  Edw.  IV.  and  Eliz,  * Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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de  Rupibus,  bifnop  of  Wincheflerk  The  manor  and  hundred  were  given  to  the 
fee  of  Winchefler,  by  Queen  Emma,  mother  of  King  Edward  the  Confeffor : they 
are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Braybrooke,  having  paifed  in  the  manner  already 
mentioned  under  Laurence-Waltham. 

In  this  parilh,  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the  village,  is  Culham-Court, 
the  feat  of  the  Hon.  Frederick  Well,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
over  again!!  Buckinghamlhire.  The  manor  of  Culham,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  belonged  to  the  family  of  Neville c : it  was  fome  time  ago  the  property 
of  Serjeant  Stevens,  and  afterwards  of  Robert  Michell  efq.  one  of  whofe  daughters 
was  Mr.  Weft’s  firft  wife.  Within  the  plantations  at  Culham  is  Rofe-HiH,  a houfe 
built  in  the  Chinefe  ftyle,  by  Governor  Hart,  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Weft,  and 
in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Rowe. 

The  manor  of  Bear-Place,  in  this  parilh,  is  the  property  and  refidence  of  Mofes 
Ximenes  efq.  who  purchafed  it  about  the  year  1780,  of  the  Hon.  Capt.  Hamilton. 
It  had  previouliy  been  in  the  families  of  De  Grey  and  Silver,  and  is  faid  to  have 
been  formerly  in  the  A’Bears,  a family  Hill  exifting,  and  fuppofed  to  be  of  great 
antiquity  ; but  their  names  are  not  to  be  found  at  the  Heralds’  College,  nor  among 
the  Tower  Records.  Bear-Hill  was,  in  1 746,  the  feat  of  Lady  Prefton f. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Stevens,  and  of  the 
Aldworths,  paternal  anceftors  of  Lord  Braybrooke : there  is  a monument  alio  for 
Mr.  Thomas  Day,  author  of  Sandford  and  Merton,  and  other  publications  : he  loft 
his  life  by  a fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he  was  riding  from  his  houfe,  in  Surrey,  to  his 
mother’s  at  Bear-PIill,  in  this  parifh.  It  is  infcribed  with  the  following  epitaph : 
“ In  memory  of  Thomas  Day  efq.  who  died  September  28,  1789,  aged  41  years; 
after  having  promoted,  by  the  energy  of  his  writings,  and  encouraged,  by  the 
uniformity  of  his  example,  the  unremitted  exercife  of  every  public  and  private 
virtue.” 

“ Beyond  the  reach  of  Time,  or  Fortune’s  power, — 

Remain,  cold  ftone,  remain,  and  mark  the  hour — 

When  all  the  noblelt  gifts  which  Heaven  ere  gave, 

Were  center’d  in  a dark,  untimely  grave. 

Oh  ! taught  on  Reafon’s  boldell  wings  to  rife, 

And  catch  each  glimmering  of  the  opening  Ikies  j 
Oh!  gentle  bofom  ! Oh!  unfullied  mind  ! 

Oh ! friend  to  truth,  to  virtue,  to  mankind  ; 

Thy  dear  remains  we  truft  to  this  fad  (hrine. 

Secure  to  feel  no  fecond  lofs  like  thine.” 

* Cl.  Rot.  2 Hen.  III.  * Efch.  Eliz.  f Simpfon’s  Englilh  Traveller. 
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The  verfes  were  written  by  himfelf,  for  fome  other  occafion,  and  placed  here  by 
his  widow,  who  thought  them  peculiarly  applicable  to  his  own  charader. 

The  rectory  of -Wargrave,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  Reading,  was  granted,  by  King  Edward  VI.  to  Richard  Cecil : Lord  Braybrooke 
is  the  prefent  impropriator,  and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  deanery 
of  Reading. 

Dr.  William  Derham,  author  of  the  well-known  work,  entitled  Phyfico-Theology, 
was  vicar  of  Wargrave  from  1682  to  1689  g. 

Hare-Hatch  and  Kiln-Green  are  in  this  parifh. 

Mr.  Aldworth,  in  1692,  charged  the  impropriate  redory  with  the  payment  of 
jjl.  per  annum , for  the  education  of  poor  children  of  this  parifli.  Mr.  Robert  Pigott, 
in  1796,  gave  the  interefl  of  6700I.  3 per  cent.  Bank  Annuities,  for  the  inftrudion. 
and  clothing  of  20  boys  and  20  girls,  of  this  parifh  : a part  of  the  annual  income  is 
appropriated,  very  judicioufly,  by  the  will  of  the  benevolent  donor,  to  be  paid  in 
weekly  allowances  to  the  parents,  to  operate  as  an  encouragement  to  them  to  fend 
their  children  regularly  to  fchool,  and  continue  them  there  a proper  time:  the 
allowances  are  to  increafe  gradually,  during  five  years,  if  the  children  fhall  fo  long 
continue  in  the  fchool. 

Wasing,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  eight  miles  to  the  fouth-eafl  of 
Newbury.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  college  of  Le  Vaux,  near 
Salifbury,  was  granted,  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1543  h,  to  Sir  Humphrey  Forfler,  of 
Aldermaflon,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  the  year  1607' : it  is  probable,  that 
it  was  then  purchafed  by  John  Blacknall  efq.  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1625.  The 
heirefs  of  Mr.  Blacknall  married  Sir  Ralph  Verney,  anceftor  of  the  late  Earl  Verney, 
The  manor  of  Wafing  is  now  the  property  of  William  Mount  efq. ; his  father 
bought  it,  in  1760,  of  Mr.  Coope,  who  had  purchafed  it  of  the  Verney  family. 
The  manor  houfe,  a handfome  modern  building,  is  a confpicuous  objed  from  the 
Bath  road : adjoining  to  it  is  the  parifh  church,  a fmall  ancient  flrudure,  the  infide 
of  which  has  been  lately  modernized,  and  very  neatly  fitted  up.  Mr.  Mount  is 
patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury. 

Welford,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  fix  miles  from  Newbury,  on 
the  road  to  Lambourn  : the  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  Abingdon,  is  now  the  property  of  John  Archer  Houblon  efq.  grandfon  of  the 
late  John  Archer,  defcended  from  John  Archer,  fome  time  one  of  the  barons  of  the 

\ 

1 Biograph.  Brit.  h Pat.  35  Hen.  VIII.  “ Papers  in  the  poffeffion  of  William  Congreve 

efq-  ©f  Aldermafton. 
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exchequer,  whofe  fon  fettled  at  Welford,  in  confequence  of  his  marriage  with  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Jones  efq.  of  that  place.  Abraham  Jones,  his  grand- 
father, the  firfl  of  his  family  who  fettled  at  Welford,  was  fon  of  Sir  Francis  Jones, 
alderman  of  London k.  Welford  was  the  feat  of  the  late  Mr.  Archer,  who  had 
large  property  in  this  county. 

In  the  parilh  church1  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Mundy,  and  the  monument 
of  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Read,  who  died  in  1585:  (lie  was  fir  ft  married 
to  Sir  Adrian  Fortefcue,  and  afterwards  to  Sir  Thomas  Parry. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Sawbridge,  the  prefent  incumbent,  is  patron  of  the  reftory, 
which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newbury.  Thomas  Sheafe,  re&or  of  Welford,  who 
died  in  1639,  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  publifhed,  a Ihort  time  before  his  death,  a 
work,  entitled  “ A Plea  for  Old  Age n’.”  The  parfonage  houfe  is  at  Wickham , 
a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  where  is  a chapel  of  eafe.. 

The  furvey  of  Domefday  defcribes  two  churches  at  Welford,  and  one  at  Weflon , 
a large  hamlet  belonging  to  this  parilh,  on  the  road  to  Lambourn.  In  the  year 
1364,  John  Aubrey  conveyed  to  John  de  Cokkyng,  and  his  heirs,  the  manor  of 
Wefton,  which  he  had  purchafed  of  Sir  William  Pereyn.  This  manor  in  Queen 
Elizabeth's  time  was  in  the  Hungerfords  °,  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families  of 
Moore  of  Fawley p,  and  Jones  of  Ramfbury : it  is  now,  by  inheritance  from  the 
latter,  the  property  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  bart. 

Eajlon , another  hamlet  of  this  parilh,  belonging  to  Mr.  Archer  Houblon,  lies 
on  the  road  to  New'bury.  The  hamlet  of  Benham-hoe  is  alfo  in  this  parilh  : the 
manor  of  Benham-Hoe  cum  Benham-Lovell,  is  the  property  of  John  Archer  Houb- 
lon efq.  having  of  late  years  paffed  with  the  manor  of  Welford  : Mr.  Houblon 
claims  alfo  a manor  in  Weltbrook,  as  appurtenant  to  this  manor.  Benham-Lovel, 
formerly  a feparate  manor,  took  its  name  from  the  ancient  family  of  Lovel : it  was 
held  by  the  fervice  of  keeping  a pack  of  dogs  ( canum  deyneftorum J at  the  king's 
expence  for  the  royal  ufe q. 

Old  Windsor,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere,  lies  about  two  miles  fouth-eaft 
of  New  Windfor.  It  appears  to  have  been  an  ancient  town,  which  at  the  time  of 
the  Norman  furvey  had  95  houfes,  payin g gabel  tax  to  the  crown r.  The  manor 
belonged  to  the  Saxon  kings,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  had  a palace  at  Old  Windfor, 
from  a very  early  period.  It  is  certain  that  King  Edward  the  Confelfor  fometimes 
kept  his  court  here 5 : he  afterwards  gave  the  manor  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 

31  Berkihire  Pedigrees,  Brit.  Muf.  1 Seep.  205.  m Ant.  Wood.  “ Cl.  Rot.  38  Edw.  III. 

0 Efch.  Eliz.  p Efch.  Jac.  I.  q Blount’s  Tenures.  r See  the  furvey  of  Domefday, 

i(  centum  haga,  quinque  minus.''*  1 See  Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  53. 
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Weftminfter.  King  William  the  Conqueror  procured  it  again  from  that  monaftery, 
by  exchange,  and  it  appears  that,  even  after  the  building  of  Windfor  Caftle,  the 
palace  of  Old  Windfor  was  occafionally  inhabited  by  the  kings  of  England,  till  the 
year  mo,  when  King  Henry  I.  having  completed  fome  additional  buildings  at 
the  caftle,  which  it  is  probable  was  at  firft  intended  merely  as  a military  poll,  kept 
his  court  there  for  the  firft  time  at  Whitfuntide  * ; after  this,  it  is  fuppofed  that  Old 
Windfor  foon  loft  its  confequence.  The  manor  of  Old  Widfor  was  confirmed,  in 
1328,  to  Oliver  de  Bordeaux,  who  at  the  fame  time  procured  the  king’s  licence  to 
impark  his  wood  of  Foli-john  in  the  foreft,  and  a charter  of  various  privileges,  par- 
ticularly that  all  the  lands  which  he  had  purchafed  of  John  de  London  fhould  be 
out  of  the  regard  of  the  foreft u.  Thefe  lands  were  held,  it  appears,  by  the  fervice 
of  finding  a man  with  a lance  and  dart,  to  attend  the  royal  army K.  It  is  probable 
that  the  manor  of  Old  Windfor  was  afterwards  in  the  Truflells,  and  furrendered  by 
them  to  the  crown,  in  1325  y : it  was  held  on  leafe  under  the  crown,  by  the  Pow- 
ney family,  as  early  as  the  year  1607  : in  1786,  the  leafe  was  purchafed  of  the  late 
Mr.  Powney,  by  Henry  Ifherwood  efq.  who  died  in  1797  ; and  it  is  now  veiled 
in  his  fon,  Henry  Powney  Ifherwood,  a minor. 

The  fite  of  the  royal  palace  at  Old  Windfor  is  not  known,  but  it  is  probable  that 
it  was  at  a farm  of  Mr.  Ifherwood’s,  which  is  furrounded  by  a moat.  The  prefent 
manor-houfe  was  fome  time  in  the  occupation  of  hi-s  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of 
Gloucefter,  and  afterwards  of  Lady  Holland : it  is  now  in  the  tenure  of  Sir  John 
Harrington  bart. 

The  manor  of  Shaw,  in  Old  Windfor,  which  it  is  probable  had  anciently  been 
part  of  the  demefnes  of  the  crown,  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  property  of 
William  Palmorna,  who  furrendered  it  to  that  monarch  : it  has  ever  fince  been  held 
on  leafe  under  the  crown.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  the  leafe  was  granted 
to  Ralph  Goodyer,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  William  Harvey,  Norroy  king  of 
arms.  At  a later  period  it  was  on  leafe  for  many  years  to  the  family  of  Aldworth, 
and  is  now  held  by  their  reprefentative  Lord  Braybrooke. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  family  of  Michel,  anceflors  of 
John  Michel  efq.  a great  benefactor  to  Queen’s  College  in  Oxford,  and  of  the 
Powneys  j among  the  latter  are  the  monuments  of  Penyfton  Powney  efq.  who  died 
in  1758,  and  his  fon,  Penyfton  Portlock  Powney,  the  laft  of  the  family,  who  died 
in  1794*  They  both  reprefented  the  borough  of  New  Windfor,  in  feveral  parlia- 
ments ; the  father  was  for  fome  time  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  county. 

1 Sax.  Chron.  » Pat.  2 Edw.  III.  * Pat.  5 Edw.  II.  ? See  Pat. 
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The  rectorial  manor  of  Old  Windfor,  which  had  been  fucceffively  appropriated 
to  the  monafteries  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Chertfey,  and  Biffiam,  became  veiled  in 
the  Powneys  foon  after  the  reformation,  and  having  been  fold  in  1786,  together  with 
the  leafe  of  the  Crown  Manor,  now  belongs  to  Henry  Powney  Ifherwood  efq. : the 
vicarage,  which  is  within  the  deanery  of  Reading,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

A great  part  of  Windfor  Park  is  in  this  parilh,  including  three  lodges,  all  now 
occupied  by  his  majefty’s  domeltics ; the  great  lodge  was  built  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  and  was  much  improved  by  the  Earl  of  Portland,  and  the  Duchefs 
Dowager  of  Marlborough,  who  fucceffively  enjoyed  the  office  of'  ranger.  It  was 
afterwards  the  refidence  of  the  illultrious  William,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who 
died  in  1 765,  and  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland,  his  majefty’s 
brother.  The  little  lodge  or  dairy,  as  it  was  fometimes  called,  was  the  refidence 
of  the  late  Thomas  Sandby  efq.  the  architect,  who  enjoyed  the  office  of  deputy 
ranger.  This  office  is  now  enjoyed"  by  General  Harcourt,  who  refides  at  St. 
JLeonardVhill.  The  lodge  at  the  entrance  of  the  Park,  near  the  Virginia  water, 
which  is  called  in  Rocque’s  map  the  manor-lodge,  is  occupied  only  by  fervants. 

Beaumont  lodge,  the  late  manfion  of  Henry  Griffith  efq.  now  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Affibrook,  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Griffith,  of  Warren  Mailings  efq.  fome  time 
Governor- General  of  Bengal.  This  place,  which  in  Rocque’s  map  is  called  Bow- 
man Lodge,  was  originally  built  by  Lord  Weymouth,  who  died  in  1705  : it  was 
afterwards  the  Duchefs  of  Kent’s ; the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  bought  it  for  his,  fon 
Lord  Beaumont,  from  whom  it  feems  to  have  acquired  its  prefent  name. 

Holly-Grove,  in  this  pariffi,  which  was  enclofed  from  the  walte  in  1 773,  became 
the  feat  of  Andrew  Snape  Hamond  efq.  who,  being  defcribed  of  this  place,  was 
created  a baronet  in  1783.  Sir  A.  S.  Hamond,  who  is  now  comptroller  of  the 

navy,  fold  Holly-grove  in  1788,  to  Johnfton  efq.  It  has  lince  undergone 

feveral  alienations,  and  is  now  the  feat  of  Mackay  efq. 

A villa,  built  in  the  Gothic  Hyle  by  Mr.  Richard  Bateman,  uncle  of  Lord  Bate- 
man, is  bow  occupied  by  the  Dowager  Baronefs  Onflow.  Other  villas  of  principal 
note  are,  Old  Windfor  Lodge,  the  feat  of  William  Webber  efq.  Penel  Place,  the 
feat  of  James  Bonnel  efq.  and  Woodfide-houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ogilvie. 
Cow-worth , a kind  of  fcattered  hamlet,  on  the  farther  fide  of  Windfor  Park,  is  in 
this  parilh. 

New-Windsor,  a market  and  borough  town,  22  miles  from  London,  firft  rofe 
to  confequence  by  the  removal  of  the  royal  refidence,  from  Old-Windfor,  which 
took  place  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 

When  thefurvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  New-Windfor,  if  indeed  there  was  then 
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any  thing  more  than  the  caflle,  was  neither  a parifh  nor  manor.  The  caflle,  which 
had  been  then  lately  built  by  William  the  Conqueror,  was  within  the  manor,  and  it  is 
probable  within  the  parifh  of  Clewer,  of  which  Windfor  was  formerly  a chapelry  : 
it  afterwards  became  the  feat  of  an  extenfive  honor. 

We  are  told  that  William  the  Conqueror  kept  his  Whitfuntide  at  Windfor  in 
1071  z ; that  a fynod  was  held  there  in  1072,  wherein  the  province  of  York  was 
made  fubjed  to  Canterbury3;  that  William  Rufus  kept  his  Whitfuntide  at  Windfor 
in  1095  b,  his  Chriflmas  in  1096  % and  his  Eafter  in  1097  d » but  it  15  m°ft  probable, 
that  all  this  applies  to  the  palace  at  Old  Windfor.  -Windfor  Caflle  feems  to  have 
been  intended  by  William  the  Conqueror  more  for  a military  poll,  for  which  by  its 
fituation  it  was  well  adapted,  than  for  the  refidence  of  himfelf  and  his  fucceffors. 

King  Henry  I.  certainly  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Old  Windfor,  in  1105®,  and  his 
Eafter  in  1 1 07  f : but  having  enlarged  the  caflle,  “ with  many  fair  buildings,”  he 
removed  his  court  to  New  Windfor  ; and  for  the  firft  time  kept  the  feflival  of  Whit- 
funtide at  Windfor  Caflle  in  mog.  This  monarch  was  married  at  Windfor  to 
his  fecond  Queen,  Adelaide  or  Adelicia,  daughter  of  Godfrey  Duke  of  Lovaine,  in 
1 1 22  h;  in  1 1 27,  he  kept  his  Whitfuntide  at  Windfor,  when  David  King  of  Scotland, 
and  the  Englifh  barons,  fvvore  fealty  to  the  Emprefs  Maud,  the  king’s  daughter*. 
It  does  not  appear  that  Windfor  Caflle  fuflained  any  fiege  in  the  wars  between 
Stephen  and  the  emprefs  ; but  upon  the  peace,  this  caflle  being  then  efleemed,  as 
to  its  importance,  the  fecond  fortrefs  in  the  kingdom,  was  committed  to  the  fafe 
cuflody  of  Richard  de  Lucy  k.  King  Henry  II.  kept  his  Eafter  at  Windfor,  in  1 1 70, 
at  which  time  he  entertained  William  King  of  Scotland,  and  his  brother  David, 
who  came  to  congratulate  him  on  his  return  from  Brittany1.  In  1175,  the  two 
kings,  Henry  ahd  his  fon,  held  a parliament  at  Windfor  m ; Henry  the  father,  kept 
the  enfuing  Chriftmas  there":  in  1179,  the  two  kings  held  another  parliament 
at  Windfor,  in  which  the  kingdom  was  divided  into  four  jurifdi&ions 0 : Henry  II. 
kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Windfor,  for  the  lafl  time,  in  1 1 84 r : his  fon  who  had  fhared 
the  throne  with  him  being  then  dead. 

When  King  Richard  I.  went  to  the  Holy  Land,  it  appears  that  Hugh  Pudfey, 
bifhop  of  Durham,  whom  he  had  appointed  one  of  the  governors  of  the  realm  during 
his  abfence,  had  the  cuflody  of  Windfor  Caflle,  which  his  ambitious  colleague 
William  Longchamp,  bifhop  of  Ely,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  obliged  him  to  furrender, 
retaining  him  in  prifon,  until  he  had  complied  with  his  demands q.  Upon  the  agree- 
ment which  took  place  in  1191,  between  Earl  John  and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
king  being  flill  in  Palefline,  Windfor  Caflle  was  delivered  in  trull  to  the  Earl  of 

z Sax.  Chron.  3 Holinflied.  b Ibid.  c Eadmer.  d Sax.  Chron.  c Ibid. 

1 Ibid.  ! Ibid.  h Ibid.  ' Sax.  Chron.  and  Keriact’s  Parochial  Antiquities. 

Holinlhed.  1 Ibid.  01  Ibid.  n Ibid.  0 Ibid.  p Ibid.  ’ John  Bromton. 
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Arundel q.  When  the  news  arrived,  two  years  afterwards,  of  King  Richard’s  impri- 
fonment,  John  took  poffeflion  of  this  caftle,  which  was  foon  afterwards  furrendered  to 
the  barons,  who  were  in  the  king’s  intereft r : by  a fubfequent  treaty  it  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  Eleanor  the  Queen  Dowager  s. 

Maud,  daughter  of  Reginald  de  St.  Walery,  and  wife  of  William  de  Braofe,  a 
potent  baron,  having  efcaped  from  a caftle  in  the  county  of  Meath  in  Ireland,  was 
taken  by  King  John  in  the  lile  of  Man,  and  fent  prifoner  to  Windfor  Caftle,  where,  as 
our  hiftorians  relate,  for  her  refolute  behaviour,  {he  and  her  fon  were  miferably  fa- 
mifhed  to  death1.  King  John  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Windfor,  in  1212“ : in  1215, 
he  betook  himfelf  to  this  caftle,  as  a place  of  fecurity,  the  barons  being  in  fuch  power, 
that  he  did  not  venture  to  quit  his  retreat,  till  after  the  fignature  of  Magna  Charta ; 
which  took  place  on  the  15th  of  June  that  year,  at  Runneymede,  between  Windfor 
and  Staines,  the  barons,  having  refufed  the  king’s  fummons,  to  attend  him  in  his  own 
caftle x : the  king  remained  at  Windfor  fome  time  afterwards.  The  war  break- 
ing out  afrefh,  the  caftle  was  garrifoned  the  next  year  by  William  Earl  of  Salifbury  ; 
and  Faukes  de  Brent y ; it  was  clofely  befieged  by  a large  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  earl  of  Nivernois,  but  without  fuccefs,  being  bravely  defended  by 
Capt.  Inglehard  de  Achie,  with  a party  of  only  60  foldiers z.  It  appears,  that  a new 
barbican  or  out-work  was  built  to  the  caftle  by  King  Henry  III  \ In  1 263,  or  accord- 
ing to  Matthew  Paris  1264,  during  the  wars  between  that  monarch  and  his  barons. 
Prince  Edward  garrifoned  Windfor  Caftle  with  foreigners,  who  nearly  deftroyed  the 
town,  and  did  much  injury  to  the  country  round  about 0 : the  fame  year  it  was  given 
up  to  the  barons,  and  the  king  made  an  order  that  Eleanor,  wife  of  Prince  Edward, 
with  her  daughter  and  all  her  houfehold,  fhould  without  delay,  retire  from  the  caftle c. 
The  fame  hiftorian  tells  us,  that  it  was  fhortly  afterwards  again  garrifoned  for  the 
king,  and  given  up  by  Prince  Edward  to  Simon  de  Montford,  Earl  of  Leicefterd,  who 
feems  to  have  placed  Geffrey  de  Langele  there  as  governor  ; for  on  the  patent  roll  of 
the  year  1263,  appears  a fafe  condudt  for  this  Geffrey,  who  had  held  Windfor  Caftle 
againft  the  king e.  On  the  fame  roll  is  the  appointment  of  Sir  Drugo  de  Barentine,  as 
keeper  of  the  caftle  ; and  a fummons  for  him  and  other  knights,  who  had  defended 
it,  to  attend  the  king  in  London,  on  important  bufinefs  : the  caftle  was  never  long  out 
of  the  king’s  hands : the  chief  citizens  of  London  were  committed  prifoners  thither 
in  1 265,  till  they  had  made  their  peace,  by  the  payment  of  large  fines,  for  their  ad- 
herence to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter,  and  the  rebellious  barons f. 


1 Holinfhed. 
“ Holinfhed. 
b Holinfhed. 
f Holinfhed. 
VOL.  I. 


r Ibid.  ’'Ibid. 

1 Ibid.  y Ibid. 

c Pat.  48  Hen.  III. 


1 Holinfhed  and  Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities. 

2 Mat.  Paris.  s Efch.  Hen.  III. 

• ''  Mat.  Paris.  \ Pat.  48  Hen.  III. 
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A great  tournament  was  held  in  Windfor  park,  on  the  9th  of  July  in  the  fixth 
year  of  King  Edward  I s.  That  monarch,  and  his  fucceffor,  King  Edward  II.  refided 
frequently  at  Windfor,  where  feveral  of  their  children  were  born.  Their  illuftrious 
fucceffor  was  called  Edward  of  Windfor,  from  this  his  native  place  h : in  his  reign, 
John,  King  of  France,  taken  at  the  battle  of  Poi&iers  in  1357,  and  his  fon  Philip, 
were  prifoners  in  Windfor  Caftle  on  their  parole,  having  the  liberty  of  taking  the 
diverfion  of  hunting  and  hawking  at  their  pleafure  * : David,  King  of  Scotland,  is 
faid  to  have  been  a prifoner  there  at  the  fame  time  k. 

All  our  hiftorians  agree,  that  Windfor  Caftle  owes  its  magnificent  fabrick  to  the 
affection  which  King  Edward  III.  bore  to  the  place  of  his  nativity.  Walfingham 
relates,  that  in  1344,  he  built  a chamber,  which  he  calls  the  round  table,  200  feet  in 
diameter ; this,  by  other  accounts  appears  to  have  been  only  a temporary  ftrudture. 
Holinfhed  tells  us,  that  in  1359, ce  the  king  fet  workmen  in  hand,  to  take  down  much 
old  buildings  belonging  to  the  caftle  of  Windfor,  and  caufed  divers  other  fair  and 
fumptuous  works  to  be  fet  up  in  and  about  the  fame  caftle,  fo  that  almoft  all  the  mafons 
and  carpenters  that  were  of  any  account  within  the  land,  were  fent  for,  and  employed 
about  the  fame  works  j”  but  it  appears,  that  various  commiflions  for  appointing 
furveyors,  and  imprefling  workmen,  had  been  iffuedfome  years  before  ; and  that  in 
1356,  William  of  Wickham,  then  one  of  the  king’s  chaplains,  was  made  clerk  of  the 
works,  with  ample  powers,  and  a fee  of  one  fhilling  a day,  whilft  at  Windfor,  and  two 
{hillings  when  he  went  elfewhere  upon  bufinefs ; his  clerk  had  a falary  of  three  fhil- 

* This  appears  from  a roll  among  the  records  in  the  Tower,  containing  the  account  of  Admettus  the 
taylor,  of  fums  of  money  expended  by  him,  on  this  occafion  chiefly  at  Paris,  to  the  amount  of  440I. 
9s.  56.  flerling.*  Armour,  and  all  necefiary  accoutrements  were  provided  for  thirty-eight  knights, 
among  whom  were  Earl  Warren  ; Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall ; the  Earl  of  Lincoln  5 the  Earl  of 
Gloucefter,  and  Don  Alphonfo,  fon  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

hThe  following  record  of  the  birth  and  baptifm  of  this  monarch,  occurs  on  the  claufe  roll  of  the  fixth 
year  of  King  Edward  II. 

“ Memorand.  qd  Ifabella  Regina  Angl.  Confors  Regis  Edwardi  Fil.  Regis  Edwardi  in  Caflroip’ius 
Regis  de  Wyndefore  Die  Lune  px  poft  feftu  S’ci  Martini  in  Hieme  Anno  gre  Millefimo  Tricentefimo 
duodecimo  ac  Regni  ip’ius  Regis  Sexto  peperit'Filiu  fu  primogenitu,  qui  in  Capella  Saunfti  Edwardi 
in  eodem  Caftro  Die  Jovis-p’xio  fequenti,  per  Ven’abile  Prem  D’num  A.  Dei  Gra.  PT.  See  Prifce 
Prefbit’m  Cardinale  *,  baptizatus  fuit.  Et  fuerunt  ejus  Compatres,  Videlt,  Ven'abiles  pres  R.  Pidlaven. 
D’ni  Pape  Cam’arf . J.  Bathon.  et  Wellen  J.  W.  Wygorn’  $ Dei  Gra.  Epi,  D’nus  Lodowicus  Comes 
Devreux,  Johes  de  Britann’  Comes  Richemund,  et  Adomarus  de  Valencia,  Comes  Pembroch,  Hugo  Le 
Jkfpenfer.  Cl.  Rot.  6 Edw.  II.  m.  22  dorfo.”  ’ Holinfhed.  k Camden. 


* Arnaldas  Noveli,  a Gafcon,  the  Pope’s  Vice-Chancellor.  ’’(•  R-  Bifhop  of  Poiftiers, 

Chamberlain  to  the  Pope.  f John  of  Drokensfend,  bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  keeper  of 

the  king’s  wardrobe  and  afterwards  lord  high  treafurer.  § Walter  Reynolds,  bifhop  of 

Worccfter,  and  Lord  High  Chancellor,  afterwards  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury. 
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lings  a week.  In  1359,  the  archite&’s  powers  were  Hill  further  enlarged,  and  he  was 
appointed  keeper  of  the  manors  of  Old  and  New  Windfor.  The  next  year  360  work- 
men were  impreffed,to  be  employed  on  thebuildings  at  theking’s  wages, fome  of  whom 
having  clandeftinely  left  Windfor,  and  engaged  in  other  employments  for  greater 
wages,  writs  were  ilfued  to  prohibit  all  perl'ons  from  employing  them,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  all  their  goods  and  chattels,  and  to  commit  fuch  of  the  workmen  as  ffiould 
be  apprehended,  to  Newgate.  The  plague  having  carried  off  a great  number  of 
the  king’s  workmen,  in  1362,  writs  were  iffued  to  the  Iheriffs  of  feveral  counties, 
to  imprefs  302  mafons  and  diggers  of  (tone,  to  be  employed  in  the  king’s  works.  ' 
The  counties  of  York,  Salop,  and  Devon,  were  to  furnifh  60  men  each.  Glaziers 
were  impreffed  in  the  year  1363,  very  few  commiffions  were  iffued  after  the  year 
1369,  and  none  after  1373,  fo  that  it  may  be  prefumed  that  this  noble  work  was 
then  completed,  comprifmg  the  king’s  palace,  the  great  hall  of  St.  George,  the 
lodgings  on  the  eaft  and  fouth  fides  of  the  upper  ward,  the  round  tower,  the 
chapel  of  St.  George,  the  canons’  houfes  in  the  lower  ward,  and  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  walls,  with  the  towers  and  gates. 

The  appeal  of  high  treafon,  brought  by  the  Duke  of  Lancafter  againft  Thomas 
Mowbray,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  1398,  was  heard  by  King  Richard  II.  on  a fcaffold 
erefted  within  the  caftle  at  Windfor,  when  it  being  found  impoffible  to  reconcile 
them,  a day  of  combat  was  apppointed  to  take  place  at  Coventry '.  The  Earl  of 
Salilbury  and  other  lords,  who  confpired  againft  King  Iffenry  IV.  foon  after  his  ac- 
quifition  of  the  crown,  were  for  a fliort  time  in  poffefiion  of  Windfor  Caftle  m.  The 
caftle  continued  to  be  the  occafional  refidence  of  our  monarchs,  who  from  time  to 
time  made  various  alterations  in  the  buildings,  particularly  King  Henry  the  Seventh. 
No  remarkable  events  occur,  conne&ed  with  its  hiftory,  for  many  years  before  the 
period  of  the  unhappy  civil  war,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft. 

Windfor  Caftle  was  garrifoned  by  the  parliament,  foon  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  and  Col.  Venn,  who  afterwards  was  one  of  the  king’s  judges, 
was  appointed  the  governor" ; Prince  Rupert  made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  upon  it, 
in  the  autumn  of  1642°.  The  caftle  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  parliament 
during  the  whole  war,  and  in  the  year  1648,  became  the  prifon  of  its  unfortunate 
monarch,  who,  as  Heath  expreffes  it,  kept  his  forrowful  and  laft  Chriftmas 
at  Windfor p.  Major-General  Browne,  who  had  been  governor  of  Abingdon,  a very 
aflive  officer  in  the  parliamentary  fervice,  having  fallen  under  the  difpleafure  of  his 
employers,  was  fent  prifoner  to  Windfor  Caftle  in  1648  q.  Judge  Jenkyns  was  for 
feveral  years  a prifoner  in  this  caftle,  from  whence,  in  1656,  he  was  removed  to 
Wallingford  r : about  this  time  Sir  John  Lenthall  was  governor  of  the  caftle,  under 

1 Holinlhed.  m Ibid.  " Heath’s  Chronicle  and  Vicars.  0 Vicars.  p Heath’s 
Chronicle.  ’ Ibid.  r Ant.  Wood. 
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Cromwell*.  In  the  month  of  December  1659,^01.  Ingoldfby  and  Major  Wildman 
having  appeared  before  Windfor  Caflle  with  a party  of  horfe,  it  was  furrendered 
to  them  by  Col.  Whichcote,  who  was  then  governor,  for  the  ufe  of  the  parliament1 * *.. 
The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  Earl  of  Lindfey,  and  Lord  Sinclair,  who  had  been 
confined  four  years  in  Windfor  Caflle,  were  difcharged  in  the  month  of  March  i66ou. 

Upon  the  refloration,  King  Charles  II.  finding  the  buildings  of  the  caflle  much 
dilapidated  by  plunder  and  negleCt,  caufed  it  to  be  thoroughly  repaired  and  richly 
furnifhed.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  reign,  he  made  Windfor  his  fummer 
refidence*.  King  James  II.  in  1687,  received  the  Pope’s  Nuncio  at  Windfor  Caflle, 
with  great  flate  and  ceremony,  to  the  no  fmall  umbrage  of  his  proteflant  fubjeCtsy. 
King  William  III.  refided  there  occafionally.  Queen  Anne,  who,  when  Princefs  of 
Denmark,  lived  in  a fmall  houfe  adjoining  the  little  park,  was  very  partial  to 
Windfor.  During  the  two  fucceeding  reigns,  Hampton-Court  and  Kenfington 
were  the  favorite  royal  refidences. 

His  prefent  Majefly,  who  has  always  fhown  himfelf  partial  to  this  beautiful  fpot,  has 
recently  removed  his  refidence  from  the  Queen’s  Lodge  to  the  caflle,  the  buildings  of 
which  have  been  of  late  much  improved,  under  the  fuperintendance  of  James 
Wyatt  efq.  Surveyor- General  of  his  Majefty’s  works.  Thefe  improvements  con- 
fifl  chiefly  in  the  refloration  of  Gothic  architecture,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  building 
which  had  been  modernized  in  die  reign  of  Charles  II.  The  grand  flair-cafe  which 
has  lately  been  completed,  is  very  magnificent ; the  roof  and  lanthorn  are  highly 
enriched  with  Gothic  tracery.  The  chapel  of  the  caflle,  and  other  parts  of  the 
building,  are  about  to  be  fitted  up  in  the  fame  flyle. 

Windfor  Caflle,  confifts  of  two  courts  or  wards,  between  which  is  the  keep  or 
round  tower,  fometimes  called  the  middle  ward.  The  upper  court  contains  on 
the  north  fide  the  flate  apartments,  chapel,  and  the  hall  of  St.  George.  The  eafl 
and  fouth  Tides  have  been  lately  fitted  up  for  the  refidence  of  their  majefties  and  the 
royal  family.  It  is  foreign  from  the  intention  of  this  work,  to  enter  into  a minute 
defcription  of  the  feveral  magnificent  rooms,  which  conflitute  the  flate  apartments/5, 
or  the  valuable  collection  of  pictures  which  they  contain.  Among  the  molt  remark- 
able of  thofe  which  have  long  decorated  the  caflle,  are  the  beauties  of  King  Charles 
the  fecond’s  court,  the  molt  celebrated  naval  heroes  of  the  feventeenth  century ; 
and  the  two  mifers  by  Quintin  Matfis,  the  blackfmith  of  Antwerp.  The  celebrated 
hiflorical  pictures  of  the  embarkation  of  King  Henry  VIII.  at  Dover,  his  interview 
with  Francis  I.  of  France,  and  the  battle  of  the  Spurs,  together  with  a picture  of  King 
Henry  VIII.  and  his  family,  have  been  lately  removed  from  Windfor,  and  gracioufly 

1 Ant.  Wood.  ' Whitlocke’s  Memorials,  p.  693.  “ Mercurius  Politicus. 

* Hiftory  of  Windfor.  -v  Ibid.  * Tlie  names  and  dimenfions  of  the  feveral  apartments  will  be 

belt  underftood  by  the  annexed  plan. 
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depofited  by  his  majefly  in  the  meeting-room  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  Some  of 
the  moil  valuable  pictures  from  the  queen’s  houfe  in  St.  James’s  Park,  have  been 
recently  removed  to  Windfor  ; among  thefe  are  Guido’s  celebrated  piflure  of  Venus 
attired  by  the  Graces;  a well-known  C:  Holy  Family,”  by  Rubens;  King  Charles 
the  fird:  on  horfebjck,  with  the  Duke  D’Epernon ; another  of  the  fame  monarch 
fitting,  with  his  queen  ; and  a family  piece  of  his  children,  all  by  Vandyke.  His 
Majedy  is  about  to  remove  his  library  alfo,  (the  mod  complete  and  valuable  perhaps 
that  ever  was  formed  by  an  individual,)  from  the  queen’s  houfe  to  Windfor. 

In  the  king’s  public  dining-room  are  fome  beautiful  carvings  of  fruit,  fiih,  and 
fowl,  by  Gibbons.  In  a clofet  §f  the  queen’s  dreffing-room  is  the  banner  of  France, 
prefented  every  year  by  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  on  the  1 8th  of  Augud,  by 
which  tenure  he  holds  Blenheim-houfe,  built  at  the  public  expence,  as  a reward 
for  his  ancedor’s  great  fervices,  during  a war  with  that  nation.  The  date-chapel  is 
painted  by  Verrio,  and  has  fome  beautiful  carving  by  Gibbons : this  chapel  is 
about  to  be  fitted  up  in  the  Gothic  dyle. 

St.  George’s-Hall  was  built  by  King  Edward  III.  as  a refectory  for  the  knights 
companions  of  the  Garter : it  is  a noble  room,  108  feet  in  length ; the  ceiling  and. 
walls  are  painted  by  Verrio,  the  fubjefts,  confiding  chiefly  of  the  triumphs  of  the 
warlike  founder,  and  his  brave  fon,  Edward,  the  Black  Prince.  . 

The  origin  of  this  illudrious  order  has  been  attributed,  by  tradition,  to  the  trivial 
circumdance  of  the  Countefs  of  Salifbury  dropping  her  garter  at  a ball ; but  that 
dory  has  been  efteHually  exploded  by  Afhmole,  and  other  writers,  who  have  treated 
exprefsly  and  amply  on  this  fubjedt.  It  will  be  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  this 
work  to  date,  that  King  Edward  III.  in  the  year  1349,  indituted  a military  order, 
or  fociety,  (as  the  words  of  the  datutes  exprefs  it,)  within  his  cadle  of  Windfor,  of 
which  the  king  of  England  was  to  be  always  the  fuperior,  or  fovereign  : the 
number  of  the  knights  companions,  exclufive  of  the  fovereign,  was  25,  being  perfons 
of  illudrious  rank,  or  great  military  prowefs,  who  had  ferved  with  their  monarch, 
in  the  wars  of  France. 

It  was  provided,  by  one  of  the  datutes  of  the  order,  that  the  knights  companions 
fnould,  with  their  fovereign,  if  it  could  be  conveniently  done,  celebrate  the  fedival  of 
their  patron,  annually,  in  Windfor  Cadle  : in  the  early  days  of  the  order,  this  fedival 
was  kept  there  with  great  folemnity,  and  a magnidcent  difplay  of  tilts  and  tournaments, 
to  which  all  foreigners  were  invited,  under  the  protection  of  a fafe  conduct,  particu- 
larly in  the  year  1358,  when  it  was  kept  with  more  than  ufual  fplendour,  in  honour 
of  John,  King  of  France,  then  a prifoner  in  the  cadle  : the  duke  of  Brabant,  and 
many  other  noble  and  illudrious  foreigners  were  prefent ; the  queens  of  England 
and  Scotland,  and  a great  number  of  female  nobility,  both  Engliffi  and  foreigners. 
At  thefe  feafls  the  knights  perfoimed  their  devotions,  according  to  the  datutes  of 
Vol.  I.  ^ *3  II  3 ' the 
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the  order,  in  St.  George’s  chapel,  built  by  the  founder  for  that  purpofe : the 
dinners  were  in  the  great  hall,  if  the  fovereign  was  prefent ; if  the  feafts  were  held 
during  his  abfence  in  foreign  parts,  they  dined  in  the  great  guard-chamber : thefe 
folemn  annual  feftivals  were  held,  with  few  interruptions,  for  nearly  two  centuries. 
The  new  ftatutes,  made  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  precluded  the  neceffity  of 
their  holding  the  feflival  of  St.  George  at  Windfor  ; but  it  was,  neverthelefs,  kept 
there  during  the  reign  of  that  monarch,  and  occafionally  by  his  fucceffors,  with  much 
fplendour,  although  the  reformation  which  had  taken  place  in  religion,  necelfarily 
abridged  much  of  the  magnificence  of  the  devotional  part  of  the  folemnity. 

Queen  Elizabeth  kept  the  feflival  of  St.  George  at  Windfor,  with  great  (late, 
in  the  year  1563  ; and  to  heighten  the  fplendor  of  the  folemnity,  fhe  caufed  peace 
to  be,  at  the  fame  time,  proclaimed  between  England  and  France.  It  was  deter- 
mined a few  years  afterwards,  that  this  feftival  fhould  not  in  future  be  kept  at 
Windfor,  unlefs  there  was  a knight  to  be  inftalled.  After  this  determination,  the 
fealt  of  St.  George  was  kept  wherever  the  court  happened  to  be,  by  holding  chapters 
of  the  order,  and  making  folemn  procefiions  of  the  fovereigns  and  knights  compa- 
nions. It  may  ferve  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  thefe  folemnities  in 
ancient  times,  to  mention  that  in  the  year  1616,  it  was  decreed,  that  each  of  the 
knights  companions  fhould  have  50  perfons,  and  no  more,  to  attend  upon  his  perfon, 
at  the  yearly  folemnity  of  the  feall  of  St.  George.  By  the  late  conftitution  of  the 
order,  the  number  of  knights  companions  was  25,  exclufively  of  the  fovereign  and  his 
ions.  In  the  month  of  January,  1805,  it  was  determined  by  the  fovereign,  that  the 
number  of  knights  companions  fhould  be  25,  exclufively  of  foreign  princes;  in  con- 
iequence  of  which  four  new  knights  were  defied  to  make  up  that  number  : the  in- 
llallation  of  thefe  knights,  and  fome  others,  who  had  not  before  been  inftalled,  took 
place  the  enfuing  St.  George’s  day,  which  was  celebrated  with  much  fplendour  and 
magnificence,  being  the  firft  time  that  any  ceremonial  had  been  obferved  on  that 
feftival  at  Windfor,  fince  the  above  mentioned  determination,  which  took  place  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth a.  To  be  admitted  a companion  of  this  illuftrious  order,  has 
ever  been  confidered  as  the  higheft  honour  which  the  king  can  bellow  upon  a fubjeft ; 
and  there  is  fcarcely  an  European  ftate  or  nation,  whofe  fovereigns  have  not  thought  it 
an  accefiion  to  their  dignity,  to  be  enrolled  among  the  number : the  bilhop  of 
Winchefter  is  prelate,  the  bilhop  of  Salifbury  chancellor,  and  the  dean  of  Windfor 
regiftrar  of  the  order  of  the  Garter.  The  chief  officer  in  the  Herald’s  college  is 
ftyled  Garter,  principal  king  of  arms,  from  the  connexion  which  his  office  has  with 
this  order’'1 : the  uffier  of  the  black  rod  is  alfo  confidered  an  officer.  The  office  of 

From  the  information  of  Sir  lfaac  Heard,  Garter,  principal  king  of  arms. 

The  Garter,  principal  king  of  arms,  has,  in  right  of  his  office,  a tower,  in  the  lower  ward  of 
Windfor  Caftle. 
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prelate  of  the  Garter  was  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter,  at  the  firft  inftitution  of 
the  order:  the  office  of  chancellor  was  granted,  by  King  Edward  IV.  in  1475,  to 
Richard  Beauchamp,  biffiop  of  Salifbury,  and  his  fucceffors.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  VI.  Sir  William  Cecil  was  made  chancellor  of  the  order,  and  the  office  was 
given,  for  many  years,  to  laymen ; but  was  reftored  to  the  fee  of  Salifbury,  on  the 
applicationxof  Biffiop  Ward,  in  1669.  The  office  of  regiftrar,  which  had  been  be- 
fore occafionally  held  by  the  deans  of  Windfor,  was  annexed  to  the  deanery  in  1635. 

To  return  to  a defcription  of  the  caftle : — In  the  area  of  the  upper  ward  is  a 
bronze  ftatue  of  King  Charles  II.  on  horfeback,  executed  by  Stada,  at  the  expence 
of  the  munificent  Tobias  Ruflat,  formerly  houfekeeper  at  Hampton-Court : the 
fruit,  fiffi,  and  other  ornaments  on  the  pedeftal,  are  efteemed  very  fine : underneath 
this  ftatue  is  a water  engine,  of  a curious  conftrudtion,  invented  by  Sir  Samuel 
Morland,  rnafter  of  the  mechanics  to  King  Charles  II.  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying 
the  palace  with  water  from  Blackman-Park,  near  Winkfield  : the  palace  is  now 
fupplied  from  the  Thames.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  caftle  is  the  Terras,  made 
by  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  was  extended,  by  King  Charles  II.  along  the  eaft  and 
foutn  fides,  its  whole  length  being  1870  feet;  forming  the  nobleft  walk  of  the  kind 
in  Europe,  as  well  as  the  moft  interefting  in  point  of  fituation. 

The  chapel  of  St.  George,  already  mentioned,  is  fituated  in  the  lower  ward  of  the 
caftle.  King  Henry  I.  built  a chapel  at  Windfor,  dedicated  to  St.  Edward  the 
Confeflor,  and  placed  in  it  80  canons,  who  were  maintained  out  of  the  king’s  ex- 
chequer : this  chapel  appears  to  have  been  either  rebuilt,  or  confiderably  enlarged 
and  decorated,  by  King  Henry  III. : that  monarch,  in  the  year  1243,  iffued  a com- 
miffion  to  Walter  de  Gray,  archbiffiop  of  York,  to  expedite  the  works  at  the  king’s 
chapel  at  Windfor,  directing,  that  the  workmen  ffiould  proceed,  as  well  in  winter 
as  in  fummer,  till  the  whole  was  completed  ; that  a lofty  wooden  roof,  like  the  roof 
of  the  new  work  at  Litchfield,  ffiould  be  made  to  appear  like  ftone-work,  with 
good  ceiling  and  painting  ; that  the  chapel  ffiould  be  covered  with  lead,  and  four 
gilded  images  be  put  up  in  it,  where  the  king  had  before  direfted  images  of  the 
fame  kind  to  be  placed ; and  that  a ftone  turret  ffiould  be  made  in  front  of  the 
chapel,  of  fufficient  fize  to  hold  three  or  four  bells b.  Some  remains  of  Henry  Ill’s 
building,  as  maybe  prefumed  from  the  ftyle  of  the  arches  and  architectural  decorations,, 
may  be  feen  on  the  north  fide  of  the  dean’s  cloifters,  and  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  chapel, 
behind  the  altar.  King  Edward  II.  founded  a chantry  for  four  chaplains  and  two 
clerks,  and  built  a chapel  in  the  park  for  four  other  chaplains,  whom  he  afterwards 
removed  to  the  chapel  in  the  Caftle. 

King  Edward  III.  who  had  been  baptized  at  Windfor0,  rebuilt  St.  Edward’s 
chapel  there,  and  dedicated  the  new  ftru&ure  to  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  George. 

11  Clauf,  Rot.  27  Hen.  III.  p.  1.  m.  5.  c See  p.  418. 
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In  the  year  1349,  he  augmented  the  number  of  canons  to  23,  befides  a warden; 
and  appointed  24  poor  knights,  for  all  of  whom  he  built  habitations,  and  granted  land 
for  their  fupport : the  college  was  fettled  upon  a new  eftablilhment,  in  1351,  by  the 
bifhop  of  Winchefter,  acting  as  delegate  for  the  pope,  and  made  to  confift  of  a cujios 
or  warden,  12  fecular  canons,  13  priefts  or  vicars,  4 clerks,  6 chorifters,  and  26  poor 
or  alms  knights,  befides  other  officers.  The  title  of  warden  was  changed  to  that  of 
dean,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  and  the  change  was  recognized  by  a charter  of 
King  Henry  VI.  In  the  reign  of  King  Edward  IV.  the  college  was  incorporated  ; by 
the  injunctions  of  that  monarch  four  Tuefdays  in  the  year  were  fet  apart  for  com- 
memorating the  bounty  of  benefadtors.  A commemoration  of  this  nature  is  (till  ob- 
ferved,  on  the  Sunday  preceding  each  quarter  day,  as  directed  by  a flatute  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  : thefe  are  called  Obit  Sundays,  when  a particular  fervice,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  the  prayer  books,  printed  for  the  ufe  of  this. chapel,  is  read,  in  addition  to 
the  ufual  fervice  of  the  day.  The  college  now  confifts  of  a dean,  1 2 canons,  7 minor 
canons,  12  lay  clerks,  one  of  whom  is  ufually  the  organift,  and  10  chorifters. 

The  prefent  magnificent  fabrick,  which  exhibits  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  fpeci- 
mens  in  this  or  any  other  kingdom,  of  that  richly  ornamented  fpecies  of  architecture, 
which  prevailed  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  and  the  commencement  of  the  16th 
century,  was  begun  by  King  Edward  IV.  who  having  found  it  neceffary  to  take  down 
the  old  chapel  on  account  of  its  decayed'ftate,  refolved  to  build  another  on  the  fame 
fite,  upon  a larger  fcale,  and  committed  the  fuperintendance  of  the  building  to 
Richard  Beauchamp,  bifhop  of  Salifbury.  The  work  was  not  completed  till  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  VIII : the  beautiful  roof  of  the  choir  was  put  up  in  the  year 
1 508.  Sir  Reginald  Bray,  prime  minifter  to  King  Henry  VII.  and  one  of  the  knights 
companions  of  the  order  of  the  Garter,  who  died  in  1502,  fucceeded  bifhop  Beau- 
champ, in  the  fuperintendance  of  this  great  work,  and  was  a liberal  contributor  to 
the  building  of  the  choir,  and  other  parts  of  the  fabrick  : his  cognizance  is  frequently 
repeated  on  the  roof  of  the  choir,  as  are  the  royal  arms,  and  thofe  of  feveral  noble 
families  with  the  order  of  the  Garter.  The  rood  loft,  and  lanthorn  were  eredted 
in  1516.  The  prefent  organ  gallery  and  fkreen  at  the  weft  end  of  the  choir, 
have  been  lately  eredted  ; the  fkreen  is  of  Coade’s  artificial  ftone.  The  flails  of 
the  knights  companions,  which  are  very  richly  carved  in  wood,  exhibit  the 
names  and  arms  of  the  feveral  illuftrious  and  noble  perfons  by  whom  they  have 
been  refpedtively  filled.  The  altar-piece  which  reprefents  the  laft  fupper,  is  by 
Mr,  Weft,  from  whofe  defigns  the  eafl  window  reprefenting  the  refurredtio'n  of  our 
Saviour,  was  executed  in  painted  glafs  by  Jarvis  and  Eorefl,  and  put  up  in  the  year 
1788  ; a window  by  the  fame  artifts,  reprefenting  the  angels  appearing  to  our  Sa- 
viour, is  placed  at  the  eafl  end  of  the  fouth  aifle.  Thefe  fplendid  embellifhments, 
the  building  owes  to  the  provident  care  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  who  was  himfelf  a 
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Fig-.  1 . Seal  of  the  Warden  ajuL  College  of  the  Chapel  of  S:  George  at  Windsor  , 
drawn  on  a.  scale  one  third  larger  than  the  -original . 

Fig\  2 .Seal  of  the  Friory  of  .Ft  Mary  at  Lu  f field . f see  p.643  and  CSS*) 
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liberal  contributor  to  them,  and  has  expended  large  fums  in  procuring  the  whole  of 
this  beautiful  ftru&ure  to  be  thoroughly  repaired,  and  its  ornaments  reftored.  . In 
the  windows  on  the  north  and  fouth  Tides  of  the  altar,  are  the  arms  of  the 
knights  companions  of  the  Garter,  who  together  with  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Wind- 
for,  and  the  prelate  and  chancellor  of  the  order,  contributed  to  the  expence  of  the 
eaft  window,  which  is  faid  to  have  coft  4000 1.  The  great  weft  window,  which  is 
now  filled  with  ancient  ftained  glafs,  collected  from  various  parts  of  the  chapel,  is 
intended  to  be  decorated  with  the  fubject  of  the  crucifixion,  which  is  now  executing 
by  Foreft,  from  a defign  of  Mr.  Weft’s.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  fome  method  will  be 
contrived  for  preferving  the  beautiful  ftone  work  of  this  window,  which  exhibits  a 
Angularly  fine  fpecimen  of  the  florid  Gothic. 

In  a vault  under  the  choir,  lie  buried  the  bodies  of  King  Henry  VIII. ; his  Queen, 
Jane  Seymour ; the  unfortunate  King  Charles  I. ; and  a daughter  of  the  late  Queen 
Anne.  King  Henry  VI.  lies  buried  in  the  fouth  aifle  ; his  rival  and  fuccefibr  King 
Edward  IV.  in  the  north  aifle  of  the  chapel c. 

King  Henry  VIII.  had  eredted  a monument  for  himfelf,  mid-way  between  the 
ftate  and  the  altar,  which  was  nearly  finifhed  at  his  death,  and  inclofed  within  a 
grate.  By  his  will  he  dire&s  it  to  be  completed,  and  the  tombs  of  King  Henry  VI. 
and  King  Edward  IV.  to  be  made  more  ftately.  They  were  all  defpoiled  of  their 
ornaments  in  the  civil  war,  and  there  is  nothing  now  remaining  to  denote  the  place 
of  the  fepulture  of  King  Henry  VI.  but  the  royal  arms  under  an  arch  : nor  is  there 
any  monument  for  King  Henry  VIII.  Behind  the  altar,  among  other  tombs,  is 
that  of  the  learned  Dr.  David  Stokes,  canon  of  Windfor,  author  of  an  explication  of 
the  minor  prophets,  and  other  works,  who  died  in  1669. 

In  the  ftone  work  of  the  roof,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  fouth  aifle,  is  a reprefentation-  of 
King  Edward  IV.  and  Richard  Beauchamp,  bilhop  of  Salifbury,  kneeling  at  a crofs. 
In  an  arch  beneath,  that  prelate  lies  interred,  and  under  an  oppofite  arch  is  an  infcrip- 
tion,  importing  that  the  bilhop  had  given  a miflal,  which  formerly  lay  there  for  the 
ufe  of  the  devout,  and  promifing  40  days  of  pardon  to  every  man  that  Ihould  fay 
orifons  for  his  foul.  At  the  eaft  end  of  this  aifle  is  the  Lincoln  Chapel,  in  which  is  the 
monument  of  Edward  Earl  of  Lincoln,  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  for  thirty 
years,  who  died  in  1584  ; with  the  effigies  of  the  earl  and  his  countefs.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  bart.  a defcendant  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  a di  fling  uifhed  military  officer, 
was  buried  in  this  chapel  in  1795. 

A little  lower  is  afmall  chapel,  built  for  a chantry  in  1522,  by  John  Oxenbiidge, 
canon  of  Windfor,  and  ornamented  with  paintings  of  fcriptural  fubjefls. 

Still  farther  to  the  weft  is  a chapel,  built  by  Dr.  Oliver  King,  bilhop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  who  died  in  1492  : on  the  wall  fronting  it,  are  the  figures  of  Prince  Edward, 
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fon  of  King  Henry  VI.  King  Edward  IV.  Edward  V.  and  Henry  VII.  (to  all  of 
whom  he  had  been  fecretary,)  with  their  arms,  fupporters,  and  devices : in  the 
chapel  is  the  bilhop’s  tomb  ; and  tablets  in  memory  of  Bruno  Ryves,  dean  of  Windfor, 
author  of  theMercurius  Rufticus,  who  died  in  1677,  and  the  learned  critic,  Francis 
Junius,  who  died  in  1678,  at  the  houfe  of  his  nephew  Dr.  Ifaac  Voffius  near  Windfor, 
being  then  90  years  of  age.  There  are  fome  memorials  alfo,  for  the  family  of 
Aldworth,  paternal  anceflors  of  Lord  Braybrooke,  and  for  many  years  leffees  of 
Frogmofe,  from  whom  this  is  now  called  the  Aldworth  chapel. 

In  the  middle  of  the  fouth  aide  is  a fpacious  chapel,  founded  by  Sir  Reginald  Bray, 
who  died  in  1502,  and  lies  here  interred  : his  arms  and  crefl  occur  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  chapel,  particularly  in  the  beautiful  fcreen,  which  feparates  it  from  the  aifle. 
It  is  probable  that  the  founder  was  buried  in  the  center  of  this  chapel,  which  he  built 
for  his  place  of  fepulture  ; a leaden  coffin  of  an  ancient  form  having  been  found  in  that 
fpot,  on  opening  the  ground  for  the  interment  of  the  Reverend  and  learned  Dr.  Water- 
land,  canon  of  Windfor,  who  was  buried  in  1 740.  It  appears  by  Sir  Reginald  Bray’s 
will,  to  have  been  his  intention  that  a tomb  ffiould  be  erected  over  his  remains ; 
his  executors,  perhaps,  thought  that  the  beautiful  choir,  which,  by  a paffage  in  his  will, 
feems  to  have  been  defigned  by  him,  and  to  have  been  principally,  if  not  wholly  execut- 
ed at  his  expence,  would  be  his  bell  monument.  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that 
the  roof,  which  was  not  completed  till  fix  years  after  his  death,  is  in  memory  of  his 
fplendid  benefa&ions,  ornamented  (among  other  devices,)  with  his  crell,  feveral  times 
repeated.  In  this  chapel  are  the  monuments  of  Giles  Thompfon,  bilhop  of  Glou- 
cefier,  who  died  in  1612;  Ralph  Brideoake,  bilhop  of  Chichelter,  who  died  in 
1678  ; Sir  Richard  Wortley  ofWortley  in  Yorkffiire  1603,  and  memorials  for  fome 
of  the  canons  of  Windfor. 

At  the  well  end  of  the  fouth  aifle  is  the  Beaufort  Chapel,  in  which  is  an  altar-tomb 
with  the  effigies  of  the  founder,  Charles  Somerfet,  Earl  of  Worcelter,  who  died  in 
3526,  and  his  lady;  and  a fplendid  monument,  fupported  by  pillars  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  in  memory  of  Henry,  the  firll  Duke  of  Beaufort,  who  died  in  1699.  In  the 
fame  chapel  lies  buried  alfo  Henry  the  loyal  Marquis  of  Worcelter,  who  died  in  1646. 
This  chapel,  which  fullained  much  injury  in  the  civil  war,  and  was  plundered  of  the 
brafs  fcreen  which  furrounded  the  Earl  of  Somerfet’s  tomb,  was  rellored  by  the 
firll  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  has  recently  been  repaired  by  the  late  duke. 

In  the  fouth  aifle  lies  buried  near  the  fouth  door  of  the  choir,  Charles  Duke  o£ 
Suffolk,  a favourite  minilter  and  brother  in  law  of  King  Henry  VIII.  who  died  in 
1545.  There  was  formerly  a marble  tablet  to  his  memory  : nothing  now  remains, 
to  point  out  the  fite  of  his  grave,  but  his  family  name,  Charles  Brandon,  infcribed  on 
a marble  flab.  In  the  fame  aifle  is  the  monument  of  Theodore  Randue  efq.  keeper, 
of  Windfor  palace,  who  bequeathed  the  fum  of  6400 1.  to  various  charities ; and  died. 
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in  1724  ; and  among  many  other  tombs,  thofe  of  Martin  Mey,  by  birth  a Pruffian, 
an  eminent  furgeon,  who  died  in  1687  ; Thomas  Doughty,  canon  of  Windfor,  pre- 
ceptor  to  Queen  Mary  and  Queen  Anne,  who  died  in  1701  ; and  the  Hon. 
Marmaduke  Darcy,  brother  of  the  firft  Earl  of  Holdernefs,  who  died  in  1687  : this 
gentleman  was  fent  by  the  Earl  of  Rochefter  into  the  north,  to  prepare  the  way  for 
the  refloration  of  King  Charles  II.  and  was  afterwards  one  of  the  gentlemen,  of 
the  privy  chamber  to  that  monarch. 

In  the  body  of  the  church  was  formerly  to  be  feen  the  tomb  of  Richard  Field, 
Dean  of  Gloucefter,  a theological  writer,  who  died  in  1615. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  choir,  adjoining  to  the  altar,  is  a gallery,  called  the 
Queen’s  Clofet,  where  their  Majeflies  and  the  royal  family  attend  divine  fervice. 

On  the  well  fide  of  the  choir  door,  in  the  north  aide,  is  a chapel,  built  by  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  William  Lord  Haftings,  who  was  put  to  death  by  King  Richard  III. 
in  1483,  and  lies  here  buried:  it  is  dedicated  to  St.  Stephen,  whofe  hillory  is  re- 
prefented  on  the  fouth  fide,  painted  in  four  compartments.  This  chapel  is  built  with 
open  Gothic  arch-work,  richly  ornamented  with  crockets  and  pinnacles. 

In  the  center  of  the  north  aide,  correfponding  with  that  of  Sir  Reginald  Bray, 
in  the  oppofite  aide,  is  the  Rutland  Chapel,  founded  by  Sir  Thomas  St.  Leger,  for 
the  interment  of  his  wife,  Anne,  Duchefs  of  Exeter,  lifter  of  King  Edward  IV.  who 
died  in  1475.  On  the  north  wall  of  this  chapel  is  a copper  plate,  gilt,  on  which 
are  engraven  the  figures  of  the  founder  in  armour,  with  his  furcoat,  and  his  lady 
in  robes,  with  a ducal  coronet d,  and  the  monument  of  George  Lord  Roos,  (anceflor 
of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,)  and  Anne,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  St.  Leger 
and  the  Duchefs  of  Exeter.  In  this  chapel  is  a brafs  plate,  curioudy  enamelled, 
in  memory  of  Dr.  Robert  Honeywood,  archdeacon  of  Taunton,  and  canon  of 
Windfor,  who  died  in  1522  ; and  among  others,  the  tombs  of  Baptift  May,  privy 
purfe  to  Charles  II.  who  died  in  1696  ; Anne,  relidl  of  John  Lord  Frecheville, 
1717  ; Mrs.  Hannah  Lowther,  of  Malke,  in  Cumberland,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
103,  in  1757;  Theodore  Aylward,  late  Grelham  profeffor  of  mufic,  who  died 
in  1 80 1 ; and  that  of  Nathaniel  Giles,  Mu's.  Doc.  which  has  been  removed  hither 
from  the  north  aide:  he  died  in  1633. 

At  the  well  end  of  the  north  aide  is  a chapel,  called  the  Bread  Chapel,  or  Urfwick’s, 
from  Dr.  Chriflopher  Urfwick,  dean  of  Windfor,  a great  promoter  of  the  building 
of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  who  having  refigned  the  deanery,  retired  to  his  vicarage 
at  Hackney,  in  Middlefex,  and  dying  in  1521,  was  there  buried.  In  this  chapel 
is  the  monument  of  Col.  Robert  Brudenell,  deputy  governor  of  Windfor  Caltle, 
under  his  brother  the  Duke  of  Montagu,  who  died  in  1768. 

In  the  north  aide  are  the  tombs  of  Wm.  Child,  Mus.  Doc.  who  died  in  1697, 

d There  is  an  engraving  of  this  plate  in  Sandford’s  Genealogical  Hiftory,  p,  377. 
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at  the  age  of  91 e ; Dr.  Samuel  Pratt,  preceptor  to  William,  Duke  of  Gloucefter, 
a learned  divine,  and  theological  writer,  who  died  in  1723,  being  then  Dean  of 
Rochefter,  and  canon  of  Windfor ; the  Hon.  Frederick  Keppel  D.  D.  Bilhop  of 
Exeter,  17785  John  Buller  efq.  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  1786;  and 
many  others. 

In  the  dean’s  cloifters,  among  many  others  are  the  tombs  of  Matthew  Green, 
mailer  of  the  chorilters,  an  eminent  compofer,  who  died  in  1703  ; and  Capt.  John 
Baynes,  who  died  in  1711,  at  the  age  of  112.  Several  of  thofe  recorded  in 
Pote’s  Hiltory  of  Windfor  are  not  now  to  be  feen  5 the  infcriptions  probably  have 
been  obliterated  : among  thefe  are  memorials  for  Thomas  Browne,  who  died  canon 
of  Windfor  in  1673,  a learned  writer,  who,  among  other  works,  publilhed  a 
tranflation  of  Camden’s  annals  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  with  corrections  and  additions; 
and  for  Capt.  Thomas  Balkerville,  who  had  maintained  a troop  of  horfe  for  King 
Charles  I.  at  his  own  coll,  and  died  one  of  the  Poor  Knights  of  Windfor,  in  1711, 
at  the  age  of  106. 

At  the  ealt  end  of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  is  an  edifice,  called  the  tomb-houfe,. 
built  by  King  Henry  VII.  and  intended  for  his  burial-place,  before  he  ereCled  that 
magnificent  llruCture  adjoining  Weltminlter  Abbey,  which  goes  by  his  name.  This 
building  being  then  unappropriated,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  Cardinal 
Wolfey,  who  began  to  ered  there  a moll  fumptuous  monument  for  himfelf f,  in- 
tending it  for  the  place  of  his  interment.  The  defign  of  this  monument,  which 
was  never  finilhed,  is  faid  to  have  exceeded  in  magnificence  that  of  King  Henry  VII. ; 
Benedetto  of  Florence  had  received  4250  ducats  for  what  he  had  executed  before 
the  Cardinal’s  fall,  and  the  expence  of  gilding  what  was  then  completed,  which  was 
not  more  than  half,  is  faid  to  have  exceeded  380I.  The  unfinilhed  tomb  was  de- 
molilhed  in  the  civil  war  : King  Charles  I.  is  faid  to  have  defigned  this  chapel  for  the 
burial-place  of  himfelf  and  family.  In  the  reign  of  King  James  II.  it  was  fitted 
up  as  a chapel,  for  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  Verrio  was  employed  to  paint  the  ceiling  and  walls ; and 
that  monarch,  to  the  great  difgull  of  his  protellant  fubje&s,  publicly  attended 
therein  the  celebration  of  mafs.  After  his  reign,  the  chapel  had  been  fuffered  to 
go  to  decay,  till  the  year  1800,  when  his  majefty  gave  orders  that  it  fhould  undergo 
a thorough  repair,  intending  it  as  a place  of  interment  for  his  family.  Confiderable 
progrefs  has  been  made  in  the  work,  the  decayed  battlements  and  other  external 
ornaments  having  been  completely  reflored. 

* He  was  for  65  years  organifl:  at  Windfor  and  Whitehall : the  body  of  the  choir  of  this  chapel, 
was  paved  at  his  expence. 

1 The  fuppofition  which  is  entertained  by  fome  writers,  that  the  cardinal  intended  this  monument  for 
the  king,  feems  to  be  erroneous.  See  Pote’s  Hiftory  of  Windfor,  p.  61.  where  are  quotations  from 
Fiddes’s  Life  of  Wolfey,  and  Lord  Bacon’s  Life  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
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The  lodgings  of  the  Dean  and  Canons  are  fituated  in  the  lower  ward  behind  St. 
George’s  Chapel : the  old  part  of  the  deanery  was  built  in  1500,  by  Dean  Urfwick. 
In  the  great  hall  are  the  arms  of  the  fovereign  and  knights  companions  of  the 
order  of  the  garter.  In  an  apartment  called  the  Garter-room,  the  knights  com- 
panions meet  to  robe  on  the  morning  of  an  inflallation  (if  the  fovereign  fhould  not  be 
prefent)  and  from  thence,  upon  fuch  occafions,  the  proceffion  begins.  In  this  room 
is  a very  ancient  fcreen,  on  which  are  the  arms  of  the  feveral  fovereigns  and  knights 
companions,  from  the  firft  inflitution  of  the  order.  There  are  two  cloillers,  called 
the  deans  and  canons  cloiflers ; in  the  latter  are  the  houfes  of  the  canons.  The 
apartments  of  the  minor-canons,  clerks,  and  other  officers  of  the  college,  are 
fituated  at  the  well  end  of  St.  George’s  Chapel,  the  buildings  are  in  a femicircular 
form,  fuppofed  to  be  in  allufion  to  the  fetlock,  a device  of  the  founder,  King 
Edward  IV. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lower  ward,  are  the  apartments  of  the  alms  knights, 
or,  as  they  are  more  commonly  called,  poor  knights  of  Windfor.  This  charitable 
inflitution  owes  its  origin  to  King  Edward  III.  founder  of  the  order  of  the  garter, 
who  intended  it  exclufively  for  the  provifion  of  fuch  perfons,  as  having  deferved 
well  of  their  country  by  their  military  fervices,  had  fallen  into  poverty.  Their 
number  was  originally  24 ; afterwards  by  the  founder,  increafed  to  26,  to  corre- 
fpond  with  the  number  of  knights  companions  of  the  garter.  Their  duty  was  to 
attend  conflantly  on  the  celebration  of  divine  fervice,  and  to  pray  for  the  profperity 
of  the  fovereign  and  knights  companions  of  the  garter.  Their  allowance  was  one 
{hilling  a day  for  their  maintenance,  and  40s.  fer  annum  for  other  neceflaries  paid 
out  of  the  endowment  of  the  college,  being  the  fame  fum  which  was  originally 
allowed  for  the  canons  in  refidence. 

By  an  aft  of  parliament,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  IV.  the  college  was  dif- 
charged  of  the  maintenance  of  the  alms  knights.  It  does  not  appear  how  they 
were  fupported  from  this  time  till  their  eflabliffiment  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  the 
inflitution  was  kept  up,  and  among  thofe  who  belonged  to  it,  during  this  interval, 
were  many  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  obtained  admittance  into  the  fraternity,  rather 
from  motives  of  devotion,  than  for  need  of  the  endowment,  whatever  it  was,  as 
Thomas  Hulme,  fome  time  Clarencieux  king  of  arms ; Lodowick  Carly,  the  king’s 
phyfician  ; John  Mewtes,  fecretary  of  the  French  tongue,  and  Bartholomew  Weflby, 
made  a baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  1509.  Sir  Robert  Champlain,  who  had  fought 
on  the  fide  of  King  Henry  VI.  in  the  wars  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafler, 
and  afterwards  diftinguiffied  himfelf  in  foreign  fervice,  particularly  by  fighting 
againfl  the  Turks,  under  the  banners  of  the  King  of  Hungary,  when  , he  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  made  a prifoner,  being  reduced  to  great  diftrefs  by  the  payment 
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of  a heavy  ranfom,  was  admitted  one  of  the  alms  knights  of  Windfor,  on  the  plea- 
of  poverty,  by  King  Henry  VII. 

The  houfes  for  the  poor  knights  were  built  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary.  Queen 
Elizabeth,  in  the  firft  year  of  her  reign,  fettled  the  inftitution  upon  its  prefent 
eftablilhment,  according  to  the  intention  of  her  royal  father,  who  by  his  will,  had 
given  lands  of  the  annual  value  of  600I.  to  the  dean  and  chapter,  for  the  fupport 
of  the  alms  knights.  According  to  the  directions  of  his  will,  they  were  to  be 
thirteen  in  number,  being  gentlemen  decayed  in  wars,  or  fuch  like  fervices  of  the 
realm.  By  the  ftatutes  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  knights  are  to  be  unmarried,  and 
in  cafe  of  marriage,  to  lofe  their  place,  except  by  the  fpecial  favour  of  the  fovereign  : 
their  place  alfo  is  to  become  vacant,  if  any  lands  or  revenues  fall  to  them,  of  the 
yearly  value  of  20I.  The  annual  allowance  of  each  knight,  according  to  this 
eftablifhment,  is  1 81.  5s.  befides  3I.  6s.  8d.  for  a gown  or  furcoat.  King  James  I. 
was  pleafed  to  double  their  allowance,  by  an  additional  penfion  of  x 81.  5s. 
payable  out  of  the  exchequer.  The  governor  of  the  alms  knights  has  an  additional 
falary  of  3I.  6s.  8d.  befides  perquifites. 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  five  other  knights  were  added  by  the  benefadtions  of  Sir 
Peter  Le  Maire,  and  Sir  Francis  Crane,  fome  time  chancellor  of  the  order  of  the 
garter.  Sir  Peter  Le  Maire,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1631,  bequeathed  the  fum 
of  1500I.  to  be  difpofed  of  in  charitable  ufes,  at  the  difcretion  of  his  brother-in-law. 
Sir  Francis  Crane,  who  having  formed  the  intention  of  founding  five  alms  knights 
places,  appropriated  this  money  towards  building  the  houfes.  The  work  was  left 
unfinilhed  at  his  death,  but  after  much  delay,  occafioned  by  a litigation  with  his 
executors,  was  finally  completed  according  to  his  intentions,  and  the  fum  of  200I. 
■per  annum  for  penfions  to  the  knights,  and  30I.  per  annum  for  repairs,  charged  upon 
the  manor  of  Carbrook,  in  Suifex,  which  had  been  his  property.  The  decree  was 
made  in  1659,  and  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  it  was  decreed  by  him 
as  fovereign  of  the  order,  that  the  new  knights  fhould  be  fubjett  to  the  fame  rules, 
and  partakers  of  the  fame  privileges  as  thofe  on  the  old  foundation.  Sir  Francis 
Crane’s  knights  now  divide  the  full  fum  of  230I.  per  annum , and  repair  their  own 
houfes,  which  are  fituated  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  lower  ward.  The  houfes 
of  the  knights  on  the  old  eftablilhment  are  repaired  by  the  crown. 

Samuel  Travers  efq.  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1724,  directed  that  feven  houfes 
fhould  be  built  out  of  his  perfonal  eftate,  in  or  near  the  caftle  of  Windfor,  for  the 
residence  of  an  additional  number  of  poor  knights,  and  left  an  eftate  in  Effex  of 
500I.  per  annum  for  their  maintenance,  directing  that  the  fenior,  who  fhould  be 
governor,  fhould  receive  the  fum  of  72I.  per  annum , the  others  60I.  and  that  the 
*emainder,  after  deducting  repairs,  fhould  be  equally  divided  among  them.  A very 
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long  litigation  in  Chancery  took  place  on  the  fubjeCt  of  this  will,  and  it  is  but 
recently  that  the  eflablilhment  has  taken  effect.  The  poor  knights,  who  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Travers  are  to  be  fuperannuated  or  difabled  lieutenants  of 
Englifh  men  of  war,  unmarried  men,  without  children,  have  been  ele£ted.  The 
houfes  which  Hand  in  Datchet  lane,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  cattle,  were  completed 
in  1 802.  The  governor  of  Windfor  Cattle,  the  dean  of  Windfor,  and  the  pro* 
voft  of  Eton  College,  are  vitttors  under  the  founder’s  will,  the  vacancies  are  to  be 
thus  fupplied  ; the  commiflioners  of  the  navy  choofe  three  perfons  for  each  vacancy, 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  feled  two  out  of  the  three,  and  his  Majefty  nominates 
one  of  them. 

Between  the  two  wards  of  Windfor  Cattle,  in  what  is  fometimes  called  the 
middle  ward,  ftands  the  keep  or  round  tower,  which  is  the  lodging  of  the  governor 
of  the  cattle.  A flight  of  100  (tone  fteps  leads  to  the  governor’s  apartments* 
wffiich  are  fpacious  and  handfome,  and  command  a molt  beautiful  and  extenfive 
view  over  the  interefling  and  pi&urefque  fcenes  of  the  adjacent  country.  In  this 
tower  is  a guard-room,  or  magazine  of  arms,  in  which  are  preferved  fome  curious 
fpecimens  of  ancient  mufquets,  pikes,  and  bandoleers. 

The  office  of  conftable,  or  governor  of  the  cattle,  is  of  great  antiquity  and  honor, 
and  of  extenfive  power,  both  military  and  civil,  it  being  his  duty  to  defend  the 
cattle  againft  the  king’s  enemies,  and  to  take  charge  of  all  prifoners  brought  thither. 
The  laft  ftate  prifoner  confined  in  this  cattle  was  Marfhal  Belleifle.  As  a civil 
officer,  the  conftable  is  judge  of  a court  of  record,  held  by  prefcription,  for  the. 
determination  of  pleas  between  party  and  party,  within  the  preempts  of  Windfor 
foreft,  the  praCtice  of  which  is  at  prefent  fufpended  ; and  as  chief  forefter  has- 
cognizance  of  all  offences  againft  the  foreft  laws,  with  power  to  imprifon  offenders : 
but  the  prifon,  the  room  where  the  court  of  record  was  held,  and  the  apartments 
of  its  officers,  which  were  at  the  entrance  of  the  lower  ward,  are  now  converted  into 
a magazine,  guard  room,  and  apartments  for  the  officers  on  guard  in  the  cattle. 

The  firft  governor  of  Windfor  Cattle,  who  was  appointed  by  William  the  Con- 
queror, by  the  name  of  Caftellan,  was  Walter  Fitz-Other,  anceftor  of  the  Earls  of 
Plymouth,  who,  from  that  circumftance,  took  the  name  of  De  Windfor.  Hubert 
Walter,  lord  chancellor  and  archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  was  made  keeper  of  Windfor 
Cattle  and  foreft  by  King  John,  in  1201  ; Sir  Simon  de  Burley,  K.  G.  was  appointed 
to  this  high  office  by  King  Richard  II.  in  1377,  and  it  was  confirmed  to  him  for 
life,  in  1383  ; Sir  Piers  de  Courteney,  fon  of  Hugh,  Earl  of  Devon,  was  made 
conftable  in  1389  ; Sir  John  Stanley  was  conftable  in  1409  ; John  Walerton,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  V. ; Edmund  Beaufort,  Earl  of  Dorfet,  afterwards  Duke  of 
Somerfet,  in  1439;  and  Thomas  Windfor,  a defeendant  of  the  firft  governor,  in 
1483.  During  the  Protectorate  of  Cromwell,  this  office  was  held  by  the  learned 
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Sir  Bulftrode  Whitlocke : it  has  fince  been  held  fucceflively  by  Henry,  Duke  of 
Norfolk  ; George,  Duke  of  Northumberland  ; Charles,  Earl  of  Carlifle ; Charles, 
Duke  of  St.  Albans ; and  the  late  Duke  of  Montagu,  whofe  brother,  the  Earl  of 
Cardigan,  is  the  prefent  conftable. 

The  circumference  of  the  whole  caftle,  according  to  Batty  Langley’s  admeafure- 
ment,  is  4180  feet;  the  length,  from  eaft  to  weft,  1480  feet;  and  the  area,  exclu- 
five  of  the  terras  walks,  about  12  acres. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  caftle  is  a modern  manfion,  called  the  Queen’s  Lodge, 
where  the  royal  family  refided  for  feveral  years,  during  the  fummer  feafon : not  far 
from  it  is  a houfe,  called  the  lower  lodge,  formerly  a feat  of  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban’s, 
purchafed  by  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  occupied  by  fome  of  the  younger  branches  of 
the  royal  family : it  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  celebrated  Eleanor  Gwynn, 
mother  of  the  firft  Duke  of  St.  Alban’s g. 

The  foreft,  which  extended  formerly  into  a part  of  Buckinghamfhire,  and  com- 
prifed  a large  diftridt  of  Surrey,  was  then  computed  to  be  120  miles  in  circum- 
ference : its  prefent  circuit,  according  to  Rocque’s  Survey,  is  fomewhat  more  than 
56  miles  and  a half,  including  the  town  of  Wokingham,  and  feveral  villages h : the 
neighbourhood  of  Shottefbroke  and  White-Waltham  was  anciently  within  a diftridl 
of  the  foreft,  called  the  bailiwick  of  Twitchen,  and  afterwards  Fines,  or  more  pro- 
perly Fienes  Bailiwick,  from  the  family  of  Fienes,  who  were  hereditary  bailiffs : 
this  office  afterwards  came,  by  inheritance,  to  the  Nevilles,  as  appears  by  Norden’s 
Survey  in  the  Britiffi  Mufeum,  taken  in  1607,  at  which  time  the  Lovelace  family 
were  keepers  of  Cranbourn  Walk : the  pi*efent  ranger  of  the  foreft  and  great  park 
is  Prince  William,  fon  of  his  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  : Lord  Cranley 
is  the  out-ranger : the  Duke  of  Gloucefter  is  ranger  of  Cranbourn  Chace,  and  his 
daughter,  the  Princefs  Sophia,  of  New  Lodge  Walk. 

The  great  park,  according  to  Norden’s  Survey,  formerly  contained  3650  acres : 
its  principal  entrance  from  the  town  leads  to  a noble  avenue  of  elms,  nearly  three 
miles  in  length  : the  ranger’s  lodge,  together  with  a great  part  of  the  park,  is  within 
the  parifh  of  Old-Windfor  : the  rangerfhip  of  the  great  and  little  park,  at  Windfor, 
was  given  by  King  William,  about  the  year  1696,  to  the  Earl  of  Portland  ; and 
upon  his  death,  which  happened  in  1719,  was  granted  by  Queen  Anne,  for  three 
lives,  to  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  : on  the  expiration  of  this  grant,  the 
rangerfhip  of  the  great  park  was  given,  in  1746,  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  William, 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  by  whom  the  lodge  was  much  improved  and  altered  ; and 
that  of  the  little  park  to  the  late  Earl  of  Pomfret : the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
his  Majefty’s  brother,  was  appointed  ranger  of  the  great  park,  on  the  death 
of  his  illuftrious  uncle  : the  prefent  ranger  is  Prince  William,  fon  of  his  Royal 


1 See  Athmole’s  Berks. 
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Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter ; but  on  the  death  of  the  late  duke,  in  1791,  his 
Majefty  took  the  management  of  the  park  into  his  own  hands : it  was  then  found 
to  contain  3800  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  his  Majefty,  with  a very  laudable 
zeal  for  the  interefts  of  agriculture,  has  devoted  to  experiment,  it  having  been  dif- 
parked,  and  converted  into  farms,  under  the  dire&ion  of  Mr.  Kent,  who  introduced 
there  the  . Norfolk  and  Flemifh  modes  of  hufbandry : the  park,  which  is  reduced 
from  3800  to  1800  acres,  maintains  3000  head  of  deer,  being  the  fame  number 
with  which  it  was  before  ftocked '. 

The  little  park,  on  the  north  and  eaft  fides  of  the  caftle,  which,  in  Norden’s 
time,  contained  only  280  acres,  was  enlarged  and  inclofed  with  a brick  wall,  by 
King  William  III. ; it  now  contains  about  500 : the  ground  on  the  north  fide, 
which  was  laid  out  as  a garden  by  C)ueen  Anne,  has  been  fince  converted  into  a 
lawn : on  the  fouth-eaft  is  the  lodge,  which  was  the  refidence  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Pomfret,  when  ranger : the  prefent  ranger  is  General  Richard  Grenville : the 
lodge,  which  his  Majefty  keeps  in  his  own  hands,  is  occupied  by  fervants ; near  it 
is  the  royal  dairy,  and  a kennel  for  the  king’s  harriers.  In  this  park  flood  the 
celebrated  Herne’s  oak,  immortalized  by  Shakefpeare,  who  lays  one  of  the  fcenes  of 
the  Merry  Wives  of  Windfor  at  Frogmore. 

Frogmore  houfe,  which  had  been  fold  among  the  crown  lands  during  the  civil  war, 
became  afterwards  the  feat  of  George  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  one  of  the 
natural  fons  of  King  Charles  II.  whofe  widow,  the  Duchefs  Dowager,  died  there  at 
a very  advanced  age.  Frogmore  was  for  a time  the  refidence  of  Marfhal  Belleifle, 
after  he  was  releafed  from  his  confinement  in  the  round  tower k : after  this,  it  was 
the  feat  of  Sir  Edward  Walpole  K.  B.  Of  late  years  it  has  become  a favourite  re- 
tirement of  her  prefent  Majefty,  who  purchafed  the  leafe  of  Mrs.  Anne  Egerton,  by 
whom  it  was  held  under  the  crown.  Her  Majefty  is  at  prefent  making  fome  confider- 
able  additions  to  the  houfe ; the  gardens  have  been  laid  out  with  much  tafte  by 
Major  Price,  late  vice-chamberlain  to  her  Majefty. 

In  the  year  1276,  Windfor  was  declared  a free  borough  by  King  Edward  I.  who 
granted  to  the  burgefles  a mercatorial  gild,  and  various  privileges  and  exemptions : 
the  fame  monarch,  in  the  9th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  towm  of  Windfor  to  the 
burgefles,  fubjeft  to  the  payment  of  a fee-farm  rent  of  17I.  per  annum1.  King 
Edward  IV.  incorporated  them,  by  the  name  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgefles : 
King  Charles  II.  gave  the  corporation  the  manor  of  Underore,  within  the  limits  of 


* Pearce’s  Agricultural  Survey  of  Berks.  k Hiftory  of  Windfor,  4to.  1749,  p.  20. 

1 See  Pat.  9.  Edw.  I.  the  condition  of  the  grant  is  thus  exprefftd  in  the  record : “ Ita  quod  bene 
& fideliter  fe  habeant  & mercatoribus  alienigenis  & indigenis ; necnon  et  pauperibus  ejufdem  villae  fieri 
faciant  jufticijE  complimentum.” 
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the  borough  : by  the  Iaft  charter  of  that  monarch  the  body  corporate  confifts  of  28 
or  30  members,  13  of  whom  are  ftyled  benchers,  and  ten  of  thefe  benchers  aldermen. 
One  of  the  aldermen  is  annually  chofen  mayor,  and  two  of  the  junior  members  are 
chofen  bailiffs  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  : the  officers  of  the  corporation  are,  a 
high  fleward,  under  Reward,  and  common  clerk.  The  corporation,  by  royal  grant, 
hold  a weekly  market  at  Windfor  on  Saturdays,  and  three  annual  fairs ; Eafter 
Tuefday,  July  5,  and  St.  Edward’s  day,  Odober  25  : the  Midfummer  fair  is  no 
longer  celebrated  as  a mart  for  wool.  The  market  crofs  ereded  by  John  Sadler  in 
1380,  and  repaired  by  Godfrey  Goodman,  biffiopof  Gloucefler  in  1635,  was  demo- 
liffied  at  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war. 

The  guildhall  or  townhoufe  was  built  in  1686,  at  the  expence  of  the  corporation, 
aided  by  fubfcriptions : it  is  adorned  with  portraits  of  the  Kangs  and  Queens  of  Eng- 
land from  King  Charles  I.  to  Queen  Anne ; Archbifhop  Laud,  Theodore  Randue  efq. 
and  other  benefactors.  At  the  north  end  of  the  town  houfe  is  a ftatue  of  Queen 
Anne,  placed  there  by  the  corporation  in  170 7,  and  at  the  fouth  end,  that  of  her 
royal  confort,  George  Prince  of  Denmark. 

Windfor  was  for  a while  the  county  town,  under  the  charter  of  King  Edward  I. 
already  mentioned,  bearing  dated  1276,  by  which  that  monarch  grants,  that  the 
juftices  itinerant  for  the  county  of  Berks  fhould  hold  their  affizes  at  Windfor,  and 
that  the  county  gaol  which  had  before  been  at  Wallingford  fhould  be  removed  thither  ; 
but  this  alteration  having  been  found  very  inconvenient,  Windfor  being  fituated  in 
a remote  corner  of  the  county,  the  gaol  was  removed  to  Reading,  in  confequence,  it 
is  probable,  of  a petition  to  parliament  in  1314  m.  It  appears  by  a record  lately  dif- 
covered  at  the  tower,  that  the  King,  (Edward  II.)  had  in  the  firfl  inftance  given  a 
decided  negative  to  the  petition,  and  declared  that  the  gaol  fhould  not  be  in  any  other 
caflle  than  his  own n. 

The  borough  of  New-Windfor  fent  two  burgefles  to  parliament  in  the  reign  of 
Edw.  I.  but  omitted  making  any  returns  from  1 340  to  1 446 : Browne  Willis  fuppofes 
this  omiffion  to  have  happened  through  the  indulgence  of  the  crown,  it  being  then 
efleemed  a burthen  rather  than  an  honour  and  advantage  to  fend  reprefentatives  to 
parliament.  The  right  of  election  in  this  borough,  which  had  been  frequently  con- 
tefled,  was  finally  determined  to  be  in  the  inhabitants  at  large,  not  receiving  alms.  Sir 
Julius  Csefar,  the  celebrated  civilian,  twice  reprefented  the  borough  of  New-Windfor 
in  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  : Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  was  elected 
by  the  corporation  in  1690,  but  thrown  out  upon  petition. 

m See  Rolls  of  Parliament.  • The  words  of  the  record  are,  “ Le  Roi  ne  veut  pas  avoir  fa  gaole 
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The  number  of  inhabitants  at  Windfor  in  1 555,  according  to  an  account  taken 
by  order  of 'Cardinal  Pole,  was  only  1000;  the  number  in  1801,  according  to  the 
returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  population  aft,  was  3461.  An  aft  of  parlia- 
ment for  paving  the  town  of  New  Windfor  paffed  in  1 58 5 : another  aft  for  the  fame 
purpofe  palled  in  1769. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  was  originally  a chapel  to  Clewer,  are  fome  remark- 
able monuments : that  of  James  Pagett  efq.  one  of  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
died  in  1638,  has  bulls  of  himfelf  and  his  lady,  Nazareth  daughter  of  Robert  Harris 
of  Reading ; fhe  had  been  twice  before  married,  and  furviving  her  laft  hulband 
28  years,  died  in  1666,  at  the  age  of  88.  The  monument  of  the  learned  Sir  Thomas 
Reeve,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  who  refided  at  Windfor,  and  died 
in  1736,  was  erefted  at  the  expence  of  Dr.  Mead  ; it  is  adorned  with  bulls  of  the 
chief  juftice  and  his  lady,  by  Scheemaker  : the  monument  ofTophamFoot  efq.  who 
died  in  1712,  is  adorned  with  a bull  of  the  deceafed  by  the  fame  artift  : that  of 
Rebecca,  daughter  of  Sir  George  Southcot  of  Dartmouth  Caftle,  who  died  in  1642, 
is  by  Marfhall.  There  are  memorials  alfo  for  Sir  Thomas  Reeve  of  Holyport,  heir 
of  the  lord  chief  juftice,  who  died  in  1777  ; the  families  of  Braham,  Starkey,  Foot, 
Hale,  Topham,  and  Litton  ; and  a tablet  to  the  memory  of  the  late  celebrated  phy- 
fician,  Dr.  William  Heberden,  who  died  in  1801  : Dr.  Heberden  had  a houfe  at 
Windfor  near  the  caftle,  lately  purchafed  by  his  Majefty  for  the  refidence  of  the 
Princefs  Charlotte,  daughter  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

The  great  tithes  of  Old  and  New-Windfor  w^ere  fuccelfively  appropriated  to  the 
monafteries  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Chertfey,  and  Bilham  : they  are  now  the  property 
of  Henry  Powney  Ilherwood,  a minor.  The  vicarage  is  in  the  deanery  of  Reading, 
and  in  the  gift  of  the  crown  : the  vicarage  houfe  was  the  benefaftion  of  Wm.  Eving- 
ton  in  1487  : Theodore  Randue  efq.  gave  200I.  towards  augmenting  the  vicarage. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  church  yard  is  a free  fchool,  erefted  in  the  year  1706, 
for  the  reception  of  30  boys  and  20  girls,  who  are  clothed  and  educated  by  the  in- 
tereft  of  various  legacies,  aided  by  a fubfcription  of  the  inhabitants.  Theodore 
Randue,  gave*  500  1.  Dr.  Hale  500  1.  Richard  Topham  efq.  look  and  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Reeve-  iool. 

In  the  year  1503,'L  Tomfon  and  W.  Huntred,  chaplains ; and  I.  Combe,  gent, 
founded  an  alms-houfe  in  Sheet  ftreet  for  eight  men  and  women,  which  in  1510 
was  endowed  by  Thomas  Brotherton,  alias  Hunt ; the  revenue  of  this  alms-houfe, 
which  has  been  augmented  by  Richard  Gallis,  amounts  at  prefent  to  about  35  1. 
per  annum  ; the  penfioners,  who  are  now  12  in  number,  receive  each  10s.  per 
quarter.  Near  the  Pit-fields  are  four  other  alms-houfes,  founded  and  endowed  by 
Richard  Reeve,  gent,  in  1676  j the  poor  in  thefe  houfes  receive  50  {hillings  per  annum 
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each.  In  Park-Street  is  an  alms-houfe  without  endowment  for  twelve  poor  men, 
who  are  fupported  by  the  parifh. 

Archbifhop  Laud  gave  50I.  per  annum  to  this  parifh,  to  be  employed  two  follow- 
ing years  in  apprenticing  poor  boys,  and  every  third  year  in  giving  marriage  portions 
to  poor  maidens  of  the  town  of  Windfor  °.  Theodore  Randue  efq.  having  given 
the  fum  of  ioool.  in  augmentation  of  Archbifhop  Laud’s  charity,  his  executors, 
by  a difcretionary  power  veiled  in  them,  added  250I.  wirh  which  joint  fum  an 
eflate  was  purchafed,  out  of  the  rents  of  which  50I.  per  annum  is  thus  difpofed  of ; 
ten  pounds  each,  two  following  years,  to  five  boys,  who  have  been  apprenticed  by 
Archbifhop  Laud’s  charity,  and  duly  ferved  their  apprenticefhips ; and  every  third 
year,  the  fame  fum  to  three  maidens,  born  in  Windfor,  that  have  faithfully  lived  in 
one  fervice  during  three  whole  years. 

Mrs.  Barbara  Jordan,  in  1730,  gave  il.  per  annum  each  to  three  old  maids  not 
receiving  alms ; Mrs.  Arabella  Reeve,  in  1732,  gave  the  interefl  of  500I.  to  fix 
poor  widows,  lame  or  blind,  being  natives  and  inhabitants  of  New  Windfor.  There 
are  feveral  other  charities  belonging  to  the  parifh,  and  the  overfeers  receive  120I. 
per  annum  from  the  crown,  by  royal  grant,  in  lieu  of  wafle  lands  at  various  times 
inclofed  in  the  parks. 

A hofpital  for  fick  foldiers,  capable  of  accommodating  about  40  men,  was  built 
at  Windfor  in  the  year  1784.  There  are  barracks  near  the  town  for  650  infantry, 
and  220  cavalry,  including  officers’  horfes. 

Winkfield,  in  the  hundred  of  Ripplefmere,  lies  about  fix  miles  to  the  fouth- 
wefl  of  Windfor.  The  manor  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Abingdon,  was  granted  in  1539  to  Anthony  Ellis  and  Richard  Ward : having 
undergone  various  alienations,  it  was  purchafed  by  his  prefent  Majefty  of  the  family 
of  Meeke,  about  the  year  1780. 

The  manor  of  Foli-john,  or  Foly-John,  in  this  parifh,  was,  in  1328,  the  property 
of  Oliver  de  Bourdeaux,  who  then  procured  the  king’s  licence  to  impark  his  wood 
at  this  place v.  In  1336,  this  manor  was  granted  in  fee  to  Sir  William  Trufiell, 
fon  of  Matilda,  the  wife  of  Oliver  de  Bourdeaux,  by  a former  hufband q : either 
this  Sir  William,  or  a fon  of  the  fame  name,  furrendered  it  to  King  Edward  III. 
in  1365.  After  remaining  many  years  in  the  crown,  the  manor  of  Foli-john  park 
was  granted,  in  the  year  1630%  to  Henry  Henne  efq.  who  in  1643  was  created  a 
baronet : the  title  became  extinft  in  the  early  part  of  the  lafl  century,  by  the  death 

0 See  p.  350.  p Pat.  2 Edw.  III.  ’ Pat.  10  Edw.  III.  r The  account  of  Foli- 

john  Park,  from  the  time  of  this  grant,  was  communicated  by  James  Lambert  efq. 
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of  his  great  grandfon,  Sir  Richard  Henne,  (or,  as  he  fpelt  the  name,  Hene),  when 
this  eftate  devolved  to  two  daughters : Lord  Henry  Beauclerk  foon  afterwards  became 
pofleffed  of  the  whole  by  purchafe  : one  moiety  he  bought,  in  1744,  of  Mr.  Bennet, 
who,  in  1735,  had  purchafed  of  Penelope  Hene,  fpinfter  : the  remaining  moiety 
was  bought  by  his  lordlhip,  in  1748,  of  Alice,  the  other  cohe-irefs,  and  her  hufband, 
James  Dewhurft.  In  1771,  Foly-John  park  was  purchafed  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
Lord  Henry  Beauclerk,  by  George  Phillips  Towry  efq.  who  continued  in  poffeflion 
till  1800,  fince  which  time  it  has  undergone  one  or  two  alienations,  and  is  now,  by 
a late  purchafe,  the  property  of  William  Blane  efq. 

The  manor  of  Afcot,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ab- 
ingdon : in  1722,  it  was  purchafed  of  the  family  of  Broughton,  who  had  pofleffed 
it  more  than  an  hundred  years,  by  Robert  Forfter  efq. : on  Mr.  Forlter’s  death,  it 
was  fold  to  Andrew  Lindegreen  efq.  of  whofe  executors  it  was  purchafed  in  1787, 
by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Daniel  Agace  efq.  who  refides  in  the  manor  houfe. 

The  manor  of  Chauridge  in  this  parilh,  having  formerly  belonged,  as  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  to  the  neighbouring  priory  of  Broomhale,  is  now  veiled  in  the  maker  and 
fcholars  of  St.  John’s  College,  in  Cambridge,  who  poffefs  the  other  eftates  which 
belonged  to  that  convent. 

In  this  parilh  is  Cranbourn-Lodge,  built  by  Richard,  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  paymafter 
of  the  forces,  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  after  which  it  was  fucceflively  in  the 
occupation  of  Charles,  Duke  of  St.  Alban’s s;  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  his  Majelty’s 
uncle ' ; and  of  his  late  brother,  the  Duke  of  York : it  is  now  the  feat  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Gloucelter : in  this  parilh  alfo  is  Swinley-Lodge,  the 
occaflonal  relidence  of  the  mailer  of  the  buck  hounds. 

Fern-Hill,  in  the  parilh  of  Winkfield,  was  the  feat  of  the  brave  General  Clayton, 
who  loll  his  life  in  the  glorious  battle  of  Dettingen,  in  1743;  now  of  Francis 
Knollys  efq.  who  took  that  name  on  having  fucceeded  in  ellablilhing  his  claim,  as 
heir  at  law  to  the  eftate  of  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  of  Fern-Hill,  who  died  about  the 
year  1770:  he  was  the  laft  male  heir  of  the  ancient  family  of  that  name,  at 
Reading. 

The  other  principal  feats  in  this  parilh,  are  Winkfield-Place,  the  property  of 
Stanlake  Batfon  efq. ; Winkfield-Park,  the  property  of  Thomas  Bingley  efq. ; and 
Lovell-Hill,  that  of  Charles  Shard  efq.  The  latter  was  the  feat  of  Admiral  Sir 
Charles  Knowles,  when  he  was  created  a baronet,  in  1 765. 

’ Pote’s  Hiftory  of  Windfor. 

* This  lodge,  together  with  the  wardenfhip  of  the  foreft,  was  granted  to  the  duke,  on  the  Duke  of 
St.  Alban’s  death,  in  1751  : his  royal  highnefs  was  ranger  of  the  great  park,  by  a former  grant,  and  for 
fcveral  years  occupied  the  ranger’s  lodge  there. 
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In  the  parifh  church  is  a tablet,  with  the  figure,  engraved  on  brafs,  of  an  aged 
man,  diftributing  bread  to  the  poor,  in  memory  of  Thomas  Mountagu,  yeoman  of 
the  guards,  who  died  in  1630,  aged  92  ; and  the  tomb  of  Thomas  Wife,  mafter- 
mafon  of  England,  1685. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Salifbury  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the 
deanery  of  Reading,  and  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  which  belonged  formerly 
to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon : the  vicar  has  the  great  tithes  of  Bul- 
brook , a hamlet  of  this  parifh : there  is  another  hamlet,  called  Hately , and  many 
fcattered  houfes  about  Winkfield-Plain,  Winkfield-Row,  North-Street,  and  Hatchet- 
Lane. 

The  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  in  1710,  built  a free  fchool  for  boys,  and  another  for 
girls,  under  the  fame  roof,  on  Winkfield-Plain,  and  endowed  them  with  the  manor 
of  Killeagh,  in  Ireland,  and  other  eftates.  Thomas  Maule  efq.  in  1715,  gave 
200I.  to  thefe  fchools,  which  was  laid  out  in  lands,  in  the  parifh  of  Winkfield. 
Mr.  Hatch,  who  had  received  his  education  at  the  fchool,  gave  about  the  year 
1780,  the  fum  of  500I.  as  a grateful  acknowledgement  for  the  advantages  he  had 
himfelf  received. 

Witham,  or  Wight  am , in  the  hundred  of  Hormer,  lies  three  miles  to  the  north- 
well  of  Oxford  : at  this  place  was,  in  ancient  times,  a nunnery,  founded  originally 
at  Abingdon,  by  the  filler  of  King  Ceadwall,  and  afterwards  removed  hither : it 
was  deferted  by  the  nuns,  during  the  war  between  Offa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  and 
Kinewulf,  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons,  in  confequence  of  a caftle  having  been  then 
built  at  Witham : the  nunnery  was  never  afterwards  inhabited u. 

The  manor  of  Witham  was,  at  an  early  period,  the  property  of  the  Wightams, 
who  took  their  name  from  the  village  : they  became  extinft  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  IV. : it  is  not  improbable  that  Alice  Denton,  who  died  feifed  of  the  manor, 
in  1480,  was  the  heirefs  of  that  family:  on  her  death,  Witham  was  inherited  by 
her  relation,  Sir  Richard  Harcourt x : the  manor  houfe,  an  ancient  ftone  fabrick 
within  a moat,  was  built  by  one  of  this  family : the  arms  of  Harcourt,  with  the 


" See  Cotton  MSS.  Brit.  Mus.  Claudius,  B.  VI.  fol.  6. 

* Efch.  19  Edw.  IV.  This  Sir  Richard  mult  have  been  the  fame  perfon  of  that  name,  who  died 
in  1487,  being  the  immediate  anceftor  of  the  prefent  Earl  Harcourt.  It  is  probable,  that  Witham 
was  inherited  by  William,  his  only  fon  by  his  third  wife ; for  Sir  William  Harcourt  and  Francis 
Harcourt  efq.  are  defcribed,  in  fome  Berkfhire  pedigrees  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum,  as  of  Witham ; and 
the  name  of  William  does  not,  in  any  other  inftance,  appear  in  the  accounts  of  this  noble  family  in  the 
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Garter y,  impaling  femee  of  crofs  crofslets,  a lion  rampant,  holding  a rofe,  are  to  be 
feen  upon  a ceiling.  How  this  manor  became  veiled  in  the  crown  does  not  appear  ; 
moll  probably  by  exchange:  it  was  granted,  in  1539,  to  Sir  John  Williams,  after- 
wards Lord  Williams,  of  Thame  : Henry,  Lord  Norris,  fon  of  Sir  Henry  Norris, 
who  was  executed  on  a flight  fufpicion  of  having  been  criminally  connedled  with 
Queen  Anne  Bullen,  became  poflefled  of  Witham,  by  marriage  with  the  heirefs  of 
Lord  Williams : it  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  whofe 
anceflor,  Montague  Bertie,  Earl  of  Lindfey,  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Edward  Wray  efq.  groom  of  the  bed  chamber  to  King  James  I.  by  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Francis,  Lord  Norris. 

The  brafs  figures  of  the  Wyghtam  family,  mentioned  by  Alhmole,  are  now  placed 
againft  the  wall  in  the  parilh  church,  near  one  of  the  windows ; the  infcriptions  are 
loft : Montagu,  Earl  of  Abingdon,  put  down  a flab,  in  1735,  with  an  infcription  to 
the  memory  of  this  ancient  family,  but  it  is  already  nearly  obliterated  : the  fame 
misfortune  has  happened  to  a memorial  of  Mr.  Edward  Purcell,  gentleman  ulher  to 
King  Charles  II.  and  brother  of  Henry  Purcell,  the  celebrated  mufician  : the  Earl  of 
Abingdon  is  patron  of  the  reflory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon. 

Adjoining  to  th's  parilh  is  Seacourt,  anciently  called  Seckworth,  Senkworth,  and 
Seke-Court,  which  fome  records  fpeak  of  as  belonging  to  Witham  ; but  it  has  been 
long  confidered  as  extra-parochial : it  contains  five  houfes,  and  had  formerly  a free 
chapel,  of  which  there  are  no  remains : the  manor  of  Seacourt,  which  belonged 
formerly  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon,  is  now  annexed  to  the  manor  of 
Witham,  having  been  granted  with  it  to  Sir  John  Williams,  in  1539:  an  eftate, 
called  alfo  the  manor  of  Seacourt,  was  granted,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  II. 
by  Sir  Walter  Le  Poore,  to  Sir  William  Bereford,  for  life,  with  reverfion  to  the 
Beaumont  family 2 : Eleanor,  Countefs  of  Arundel,  who  had  been  the  wife  of 
John,  Lord  Beaumont,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1375  \ 

Little-Wittenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  four  miles  and  a half  to  the 
north-weft  of  Wallingford:  the  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbot  and; 

1 It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  order  of  the  Garter,  which  accompanies  thefe  arms,  nor  does  the 
coat  which  compofes  the  impalement  correfpond  with  the  arms  of  any  family  mentioned  in  the  peerage, 
as  marrying  with  the  Harcourts.  It  is  moft  piobable  that  Witham-Houfe  was  built  by  Sir  Richard 
Harcourt,  foon  after  he  became  poffelled  of  the  manor,  in  r^8o  ; and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  im- 
palement contains  the  arms  of  his  laft‘  wife,  relift  of  Sir  Miles  Stapleton,  whofe  maiden  name  dots  M)t 
occur  in  the  peerage  ; but  this  Sir  Richard  was  not  a Knight  of  the  Garter.  His  elder  brother,. 
Sir  Robert,  who  died  before  the  Harcourts  came  into  poffeffion  of  this  manor,  was  K.  G. 
a See  Efch.  20  Edw.  II.  ,*  Efch.  Edw.  III. 
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convent  of  Abingdon,  was  given,  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1547,  to  Thomas,  Lord 
Wriothefley  : it  is  probable,  that  it  became  foon  afterwards  the  property  of  John 
Barnes,  gentleman  porter  of  the  caftle  of  Guifnes,  in  France,  who  was  buried  at 
Little  Wittenham,  in  1588  j for  it  appears,  that  his  filler  and  heir  married  William 
Dunch  efq.  auditor  of  the  mint,  whofe  family,  for  a long  feries  of  years,  were  lords 
of  this  manor : from  them  it  paffed,  by  marriage,  to  the  Oxendons : Sir  Henry 
Oxendon  bart.  fold  it,  in  1788,  to  William  Hallet  efq.  of  whom  it  was  purchafed 
by  Nathaniel  Dance  efq.  now  Sir  Nathaniel  Holland  bart.  the  prefent  proprietor : 
the  ancient  manor  houfe,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  family  of  Dunch,  has  been 
pulled  down. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  for  the  ancient  family  of  Kidwelly ; and 
in  an  adjoining  chapel,  feveral  monuments  of  the  family  of  Dunch  : the  molt 
remarkable  is  that  of  Sir  William  Dunch,  who  reprefented  the  borough  of  Walling- 
ford in  parliament,  and  married  the  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Cromwell,  aunt  to  the 
protector,  Oliver : it  is  of  marble  and  alabafter,  very  coftly,  with  the  effigies  of  Sir 
William,  in  armour,  and  that  of  his  lady.  Edmund  Dunch,  fon  of  Sir  William,  is 
faid  to  have  been  made  governor  of  Wallingford  caftle  by  his  coufin,  the  prote&or : 
in  1658,  he  was  created  a baronet,  and  afterwards  called  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Burnell,  of  which  he  was  diverted  at  the  reftoration : he  died  in 
1678.  The  author  of  a pamphlet,  entitled,  the  Myfteries  of  the  Good  Old  Caufe, 
publifhed  in  1660,  fpeaking  of  this  gentleman,  fays,  “ he  was  the  hufband  of  that 
line  Mrs.  Dunch  ; was  a great  favourite  with  the  protedlor,  and  had  a patent  to  be 
lord  of  the  Lord  knows  what,  and  how  little  he  deferves  it.”  The  family  of 
Dunch  became  extind  on  the  death  of  Edmund  Dunch  efq.  his  grandfon,  in  1719: 
one  of  his  coheireffes  married  Sir  George  Oxendon  bart. 

The  re&ory  of  Little  Wittenham  is  in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon : the  right  of 
patronage  has  been  of  late  litigated,  and  was  not  determined  in  1802. 

Sinodun-Hill,  furrounded  with  an  ancient  entrenchment,  is  in  this  parilh  \ 

Long,  or  West-Wittenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Ock,  lies  about  five  miles  to 
the  north-weft  of  Wallingford  : it  was  fome  times  called  Earls-Wittenham,  probably 
from  the  family  of  Pleffitis,  Earls  of  Warwick,  who  inherited  the  manor  from  the 
Sandfords*:  in  1336,  it  was  in  the  Berefordsd;  afterwards  in  the  Linnefeys'  and 
Staffords f:  in  1541,  Sir  John  Williams  gave  the  manor  of  Weft-Wittenham  to  the 
king ; it  was  afterwards  granted  to  Alice  Dynham  * : it  is  probable,  that  it  was 

b See  p.  214.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage.  d Efch.  Edw.  III.  * Efch.  Edw.  III.  and  Ric.  II. 

1 Efch.  Edw.  IV.  * Fee-Farm  Rolls  in  the  Augmentation  Office. 
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foon  afterwards  purchafed  by  Sir  Thomas  White,  the  founder  of  St.  John’s  College, 
in  Oxford,  who  gave  it  to  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  that  fociety. 

The  reftor  and  fcholars  of  Exeter  College  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is 
in  the  deanery  of  Abingdon,  and  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  which  belonged 
formerly  to  the  priory  of  Newton-Longueville,  in  Buckinghamlhire. 

Wokingham,  or  Oakingham,  in  the  hundred  of  Sunning,  is  a market-town, 
within  the  precinfts  of  Windfor  foreft  : the  parifh  is  partly  in  Berklhire,  and  partly 
in  an  infulated  part  of  Wiltlhire  ; the  town  is  almofl  wholly  in  the  former ; the 
church  in  the  latter  : the  Wiltlhire  part  extends  from  the  town,  north-eaft,  to  Bill- 
Hill,  and  comprifes  about  a fixth  part  of  the  parifh,  which  is  divided  into  the  three 
following  diftrifts ; the  town,  which  is  governed  by  an  alderman  and  1 1 capital 
burgeffes ; the  Berklhire  part,  out  of  the  town  ; and  the  Wiltfhire  part,  out  of  the 
town.  Wokingham  is  a market  town  by  prefcription  : in  1227,  the  bilhop  of 
Salilbury  procured  a grant  from  the  crown,  that  he  might  hold  his  market  at 
Wokingham  peaceably h:  in  1258,  the  bilhop  had  a grant  of  two  fairs,  at  the 
feftivals  of  St.  Barnabas  and  All  Saints':  the  market  is  on  Tuefdays,  and  is  par- 
ticularly famous  for  its  abundant  fupply  of  poultry,  which  is  chiefly  purchafed  by 
higglers,  for  the  London  markets  : the  above-mentioned  fairs,  and  another  ancient 
fair,  on  theThurfday  before  Lent,  are  Hill  continued, ‘although  very  inconfiderable  : 
two  additional  fairs,  held  on  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas-day,  were  eftablilhed  about 
the  year  1780;  but,  being  ill  attended,  the  days  were  changed  to  April  5th  and 
Oftober  10th,  with  no  better  fuccefs;  and,  inltead  of  thefe  new  fairs,  one  fair  has 
of  late  been  advertifed  to  be  held  on  the  firlt  Tuefday  after  New  Michaelmas-day, 
being  the  market  day.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town,  in  1801,  according 
to  the  returns  then  made  to  parliament  under  the  Population  Aft,  was  1380;  in 
Other  parts  of  the  parifh,  6sj. 

The  Berklhire  part  of  this  parilh  is  within  the  manor  of  Sunning  *. 

The  late  Sir  Thomas  Rich,  when  he  fold  Sunning  to  Mr.  Palmer,  retained  the 
manor  of  Evendons,  in  the  fouth-weft  part  of  this  parilh : fince  his  death,  it  has 
become  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Roberts. 

The  manor  of  Cowcye,  in  Wokingham,  having  been  parcel  of  the  polfelfions 
of  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Peter,  in  Weftminlter,  was  granted,  after  the 
dilfolution,  to  the  family  of  Fettiplace.  This  eftate  is  now  in  moieties,  between 
Thomas  Bryan  Richards  efq,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  his  brother : they  inherited 
it  from  their  mother,  who  was  heirefs  of  Mr.  Ifaac  Jultice,  of  Wokingham. 


* Cl.  1 1 Hen.  II J. 


VOL.  I. 


* Cart,  42  Hen.  III. 

3 L 


* See  the  account  of  that  parifh,  p.  379. 
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The  manor  of  Beches,  to  the  north-weft  of  the  town,  took  its  name  from  a 
branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  De  la  Beche,  who  refided  there  : the  heir  female  of 
this  branch  brought  the  manor  of  Beches  to  the  Whitlockes  : this  eftate,  and  another 
fmall  manor  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  town,  called  Mays,  (being  both  within 
Mr.  Palmer’s  manor  of  Sunning,)  are  now  divided  into  eight  (hares,  of  which 
Jeremiah  Crutchley  efq.  and  William  Lamplow  efq.  have  fix. 

The  manor  of  Alhridge,  which  extends  over  moft  of  the  Wiltfhire  part  of  this 
parifh,  belonged  anciently  to  the  Lacys,  Earls  of  Lincoln 1 * * * * * 7 : at  a later  period  it  was 
in  the  Neville  family,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  Lord  Braybrooke,  the  prefent 
proprietor:  adjoining  to  it  is  an  eftate,  called  the  manor  of  Buckhurft,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Daniel  Wheeler,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  a confiderable  time. — Part 
of  Bagfliot-Heath  is  in  this  parilh. 

Thomas  Godwin,  bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  who  was  born  at  Wokingham,  lies 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  parilh  church,  where  is  a monument  to  his  memory, 
w ith  an  epitaph,  written  by  his  fon,  Francis  Godwin,  bilhop  of  Hereford,  the  learned 
author  of  “ De  Prafulibus  Anglia  Commentarius which  informs  us,  that  he  died 
of  an  ague,  in  1590,  at  his  native  town,  whither  he  had  removed  by  the  advice  of 
his  phyficians. 

The  dean  of  Salilbury  has  peculiar  jurifdi&ion  in  this  parilh,  which  is  locally 
fituated  within  the  deanry  of  Reading : the  dean  is  impropriator  of  the  great  and 
fmall  tithes,  and  patron  of  the  benefice,  which  is  a perpetual  curacy. 

The  regifter  of  this  parilh  records  the  burial  of  Thomas  Buck,  in  1682,  at  the 
age  of  1 1 5 > and  Hannah  Lake,  in  1727,  at  the  age  of  104. 

The  Rofe  Inn,  at  Wokingham,  is  celebrated  in  the  well-known  fong  of  Molly 
Mog,  attributed  to  Gay  m,  and  printed  in  Dean  Swift’s  Miscellaneous  Poems.  This 
cruel  fair,  who  was  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Mog,  the  landlord  of  that  inn,  died  a 
fpinfter,  at  the  age  of  67.  Mr.  Standen,  of  Arborfield,  who  died  in  1730,  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  enamoured  Twain  to  whom  the  fong  alludes. 

The  benefa&ions  to  this  parilh  have  been  numerous  and  ample:  the  moft 
remarkable  are  here  noticed.  Eight  fmall  alms-houfes  were  founded  in  1451,  by 
John  Weftend,  clerk0:  the  lands  with  which  they  are  endowed,  (a  part  of  which 
was  given  by  Mr.  Ralph  White,)  now  let  at  1 61.  per  annum. 

1 See  a grant  to  the  Grey  Friars,  at  Reading,  in  Cl.  Rot.  33  Edw.  I. 

m The  current  tradition  of  the  place  is,  that  Gay,  and  his  poetic  friends,  having  met  upon  fome 

occafion,  to  dine  at  the  Rofe  ; and  being  detained  within  doors  by  the  weather,  it  was  propofed,  that 

they  Ihould  write  a fong,  and  that  each  perfon  prefent  Ihould  contribute  a verfe : the  fubjeft  propofed 

was,  the  Fair  Maid  of  the  Inn.  It  is  faid,  that,  by  miftake,  they  .wrote  in  praife  of  Molly  ; but  that, 

in  faft,  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  her  filler  Sally,  who  was  the  greater  beauty : a portrait  of  Gay 
Rill  remains  at  the  inn.  11  Printed  Account  of  the  Benefadlions  at  Wokingham. 
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The  hofpital  on  Luckley  Green  was  founded  purfuant  to  the' will  of  Henry  Lucas 
efq.  who  died  in  1663,  having  bequeathed  the  remainder  of  his  eftate,  fuppofed  to 
be  about  7000  1.  for  this  purpofe  : the  building  was  completed  in  1665,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  2320  1.;  and  lands  in  Bedfordlhire,  which  then  let  for  240  1.  per  annum , 
were  purchafed  for  its  endowment  at  the  expence  of  4810I.  The  foundation  con- 
fifts  of  a chaplain  or  mafter,  whofe  falary  was  originally  fixed  at  50  1.  per  annum ; 
and  as  many  poor  men  as  could  be  conveniently  provided  for : their  allowance  was 
formerly  10  1.  per  annum.  The  poor  men  are  to  be  nominated  by  the  Drapers’  Com- 
pany, who  have  the  management  of  the  eftates,  out  of  the  pooreft  inhabitants  of  the 
foreft  divifion  in  Berkfhire  ; and  the  bailiwick  of  Surrey,  in  or  near  the  foreft.  They 
are  now  appointed  by  rotation  out  of  Wokingham  town,  Wokingham  parilh,  and 
1 5 other  parilhes  in  the  foreft  divifion  of  Berks,  and  15  parifhes  in  the  bailiwick  of 
Surrey.  The  eftates  were  faid  to  be  unequal  till  of  late,  to  maintain  more  than  10 
or  11  poor  brethren:  at  midfummer  1801,  the  number  was  increafed  to  16,  their 
allowance  fixed  at  14I.  per  annum , and  the  falary  of  the  chaplain,  who  has  apart- 
ments in  the  hofpital,  augmented  to  70  1.  per  annum. 

Dr.  Charles  Palmer,  who  died  in  1713,  founded  a fchool  for  20  boys,  to  be  qua- 
lified for  apprentices  to  mechanic  trades.  Mrs.  Martha  Palmer,  who  died  in  1723, 
founded  a fchool  for  1 2 girls,  to  be  called  the  maiden  fchool ; the  childreft  to  call 
each  other  by  the  name  of  fifter,  and  to  be  taught  to  read,  work,  fpin,  &c- 

Archbilhop  Laud  gave  a portion  of  fee-farm  rents,  which,  after  dedudling  the  land- 
tax,  amounts  to  about  40 1.  per  annum  to  this  parifh.  Every  third  year  it  is  divided 
purfuant  to  the  donor’s  intention,  between  three  poor  maidens  of  the  age  of  eighteen, 
natives  of  the  town  and  members  of  the  church  of  England,  who  have  ferved  the 
fame  mafter  or  miftrefs  for  three  years  together  : the  other  years  it  is  appropriated 
to  the  apprenticing  poor  boys.  George  Staverton  in  1661,  gave  the  rent  of  a 
houfe  now  12  1.  12  s.  per  annum , for  the  purpofe  of  buying  a bull  to  be  baited  and 
killed  at  Chriftmas  ; the  meat  to  be  given  to  the  poor ; the  offal,  hide,  &c.  to  be 
fold,  and  the  money  laid  out  in  fhoes  and  ftockings  for  poor  children.  Mr,  Richard 
Palmer  in  1664,  gave  a fmall  falary  to  the  fexton,  (which  he  afterwards  augmented 
by  his  will),  for  ringing  the  great  bell  of  the  church  half  an  hour  every  morning  at 
four,  and  every  evening  at  eight,  from  the  10th  of  September  to  the  eleventh  of 
March  : this  falary,  being  20  s.  per  annum,  is  ftill  paid  by  Charles  Fylhe  Palmer  efq.  a 
defendant  of  the  donor,  who  refides  at  Luckley-houfe. 

West-Woodiiay,  in  the  hundred  of  Kentbury-Eagle,  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Hamplhire,  about  feven  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Newbury,  and  about  fix  miles  to 
the  fouth-eaft  of  Hungerford*  It  had  anciently  a market  on  Tuefdays,  granted  in 
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1 3 1 8,  to  one  of  the  barons  St.  Amand  °,  who  had  then  been  for  fome  time  proprietors 
of  the  manor p.  From  the  St.  Amands  Weft-Woodhay  paffed  by  marriage  to 
Sir  Gerard  Braybrooke,  one  of  whofe  coheireffes  married  Sir  William  Beauchamp, 
afterwards  Lord  St.  Amand.  John  De  la  Pole,  earl  of  Lincoln,  had  a grant  of  this 
manor  in  1484 q:  Sir  Francis  Cheyne,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1 5 i 2 r : it  continued  for  fome 
time  in  his  collateral  defcendants  % and  afterwards  became  the  property  of  the  Darrells. 
John  Darrell  efq.  of  Wefl-Woodhay,  was  created  a baronet  in  1622:  not  long  after- 
wards this  eilate  patfed  to  the  family  of  Rudyerd,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the 
grandfather  of  the  late  Sir  Robert  Sloper,  K.  B.:  it  is  now  the  property  of  his  fon 
Robert  Orby  Sloper  efq. 

The  parifli  church  is  a modern  brick  building,  containing  nothing  remarkable  : in 
the  old  church  was  an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Sir  Benjamin  Rudyerd,  lord  of  the 
manor,  a poet,  and  noted  parliamentary  fpeaker  in  the  time  of  the  Commonwealth.  In 
1 642,  he  was  one  of  the  leading  patriots,  and  it  is  recorded  to  his  honor,  that  thinking 
the  king  had  then  made  fufficient  conceffions,  he  was  urgent  in  perfuading  the  houfe 
to  an  accommodation,  and  warned  them  of  the  miferies  of  a civil  war.  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Rudyerd  died  in  1658  aged  86,  leaving  William  Rudyerd  efq.  his  only  fon 
and  heir  : his  epitaph  is  printed  in  Afhmole’s  Collections. 

Mr.  Sloper  is  patron  of  the  reCtory,  which  is  in  the  deanry  of  Newbury. 

Wolhampton,  in  the  hundred  of  Theale,  lies  feven  miles  eaft  of  Newbury  : the 
manor  which  had  belonged  to  the  knights  hofpitallers,  was  granted  in  1544  to 
William  Wollafcot  efq. ',  and  continued  in  his  family  above  two  centuries : it  then 
paffed  by  marriage  to  the  earl  ofFingal,  who  had  a feat  there.  Wolhampton  is  now 
the  property  and  refldence  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crewe,  widow  of  John  Crewe  efq.  of 
Bolefworth  Caftle  in  Chefhire,  who  purchafed  the  manor  of  Lord  Fingal,  about  the 
year  1786. 

The  parifli  church  was  built  by  Richard  de  Herclond,  rector,  who  lies  buried  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  chancel u.  Mrs.  Crewe  is  patron  of  the  reCtory  which  is  in  the 
deanry  of  Newbury. 

Wotton,  in  the  hundred  of  Hornier,  was  formerly  a hamlet  of  Cumner,  and  had 
a chapel  of  eafe  : it  was  made  a feparate  parifli  by  Montagu,  Earl  of  Abingdon,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  laft  century.  The  manor  of  Wotton  and  Borefhill  had  paffed 
with  Cumner,  till  the  late  Lord  Abingdon  fold  them  to  William  Walker  efq.  the 
prefent  proprietor. 

0 Cart.  11  Edw.  II.  p Efch.  Echv.  I.  q Pat.  1 Rich.  III.  1 Efch.  Hen.  VIII. 

‘ Harleian  MSS.  Berkthire  Pedigrees.  ‘ Records  in  the  Augmentation  Office.  u See  p.  208. 
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Yattendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Faircrofs,  lies  about  eight  miles  to  the  north-eafl 
of  Newbury,  and  about  1 1 miles  well  of  Reading  : it  had  anciently  a market  on 
Tuefdays,  granted  in  1258,  with  a fair  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Nicholas,  to  Peter  de 
Etyndon  u,  and  confirmed  in  1319,  to  John  De  la  Beche,  with  another  fair  at  the 
feftival  of  St.  Peter,  and  St.  Paul x : thefe  fairs  and  the  market  have  been  long 
difcontinued,  but  there  is  an  annual  fair  on  the  13th  of  October. 

In  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.  the  manor  of  Yattendon  was  held  under  the 
baronial  family  of  Somery,  by  the  Rraundeftons y : it  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in 
the  families  of  De  la  Beche  % St.  Amand  % and  Norris.  In  1447,  Sir  John  Norris, 
mailer  of  the  great  wardrobe  to  King  Henry  VI.  and  anceflor  of  Lord  Norris  of 
Ry  cot,  had  a licence  to  embattle  the  manor  houfe  at  Yattendon,  and  to  impark  600 
acres  of  land b : Sir  John  Norris  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Merbrooke 
of  Yattendon  % who,  it  is  probable,  poffeffed  the  manor  after  the  St.  Amands ; Sir 
William  Norris  his  grandfon,  who  was  alfo  of  Yattendon,  was  efquire  of  the  body 
to  King  Edward  IV.  From  the  family  of  Norris  this  manor  palfed  to  a younger 
branch  of  the  Berties,  Earls  of  Lindfey,  by  the  marriage  of  the  hon.  Captain  Henry 
Bertie,  with  Philadelphia  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  Norris : it  was  fold  in 
1784,  by  Capt.  Peregrine  Bertie,  brother  of  the  late  Earl  of  Abingdon,  to  Sir  John 
Gallini,  whofe  fon  John  Andrea  Gall  ini  efq.  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  old  manfion,  built  by  Sir  John  Norris  in  1447,  ^as  been  long  ag°  pulled 
down : Mr.  Gallini  has  a houfe  on  the  fite,  in  which  he  refides. 

The  parifh  church  was  built  by  John  Norreys  efq.  as  recorded  in  an  infcription, 
formerly  to  be  feen  in  the  window,  a copy  of  which  is  preferved  in  Afhmole’s 
Colle&ions : it  is  probable  that  this  John  Norreys  or  Norris  is  the  fame  perfon, 
who  having  been  afterwards  knighted,  built  the  manor-houfe.  The  only  remark- 
able monument  in  the  church  is  that  of  Sir  John  Norris,  who  died  in  1597, 
difcontented,  as  Anthony  Wood  obferves,  at  not  having  been  rewarded  according 
to  his  worth.  Our  hiftorians  bear  tellimony  to  the  truth  of  the  encomiums  in  the 
following  epitaph, 

£{  In  memory  of  Sir  John  Norreys  knight,  the  fecond  fon  to  Henry,  the  firfl  Lord 
Norreys  of  Ricot,  who  in  the  14th  of  Elizabeth,  being  fent  embaffador  into  France, 
and  managing  his  bufinefs  with  prudence  and  honour,  was  by  reafon  thereof,  and 
his  father’s  buffering  for  her  mother’s  fake,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a peer 
of  this  realrne.  This  Sir  John  Norreys,  that  valiant  and  expert  foldier,  fo  famous 
in  his  time  for  his  valour  and  military  knowledge,  was  firfl  trained  up  in  thofe 

“ Cart.  12  Edw.  II.  >'  Efch.  Edw.  I.  z Efch.  Edw.  III.  &c. 
b Cart.  25  and  26  Hen.  VI.  c Berkfhire  Pedigrees,  Brit.  Mus. 
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exercifes  in  the  civil  wars  of  France,  under  Admiral  Coligni ; next  in  Ireland,  under 
Walter,  Earl  of  Eflex  ; then  ferved  in  the  Netherlands,  under  Matthias,  Archduke 
of  Auftria  ; after  that,  under  John  Duke  of  Loreyne ; next  under  Count  William 
of  Nalfau,  and  in  the  27th  of  Elizabeth,  12th  of  Augult,  was  by  the  queen  con- 
Hituted  colonel-general  of  all  the  horfe  and  foot,  then  to  pafs  out  of  England  for 
the  relief  of  Antwerp,  then  befieged  by  the  Spaniards ; before  the  end  of  which 
month  he  had  another  commiffion  from  Count  Maurice  of  Naffau,  and  the  fame 
year  was  empowered  to  treat  with  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  for 
the  entertaining  fuch  bands  of  the  Englilh  foot,  as  by  the  queen’s  inftrudions  were 
appointed  to  ferve  in  thofe  parts.  Several  commilTions  he  likewife  had  from  Robert, 
Earl  of  Leicefler,  after  he  was  conftituted  general  of  the  Englilh  auxiliaries  in 
thofe  provinces;  viz.  two  in  28  Elizabeth,  and  one  in  29  Elizabeth.  In  30  Eliza- 
beth, being  then  prefident  of  the  council  in  the  province  of  Munfter  in  Ireland, 
he  had  a commiffion,  bearing  date  nth  of  October,  giving  him  authority  to  con- 
flitute  fuch  principal  officers,  as  well  by  fea  as  land,  as  he  ffiould  think  fit  for  the 
withftanding  all  hoftile  attempts,  and  for  the  defence  and  the  protedion  of  that  realm. 
In  33  Elizabeth,  he  was  conftituted  captain-general  of  thofe  Englilh  auxiliaries 
which  were  fent  in  aid  of  King  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  againft  his  rebellious 
fubjeds  in  Britany  ; and  having  deported  himfelf  with  great  prudence  and  courage 
in  all  thofe  eminent  employments,  to  the  no  little  honour  of  the  Englilh  nation,  as 
well  as  his  own  name,  he  departed  this  life  at  his  houfe  in  Yatendon,  July  3,  1597, 
and  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age  ”. 

“ Memoriae  gratia  monumentttm 

Reftauravit  Norreys  Bertie  Armiger.” 

Mr.  Carte,  who  lies  buried  in  Yattendon  church,  without  any  memorial,  wrote 
the  greater  part  of  his  Hiftory  of  England  at  this  village J;  he  afterwards  removed 
to  Caidecot-houfe.  The  following  entry  of  his  burial  was  inferted  in  the  regifter, 
by  Dr.  Bellas,  then  redor  of  Yattendon.  “ The  Rev.  Thomas  Carte,  editor  of 
Thuanus’s  Hiftory  of  his  own  times,  and  author  of  a life  of  the  great  Duke 
of  Ormond,  and  a general  hiftory  of  England,  by  which,  and  other  pieces,  he 
approved  himfelf  one  of  the  belt  writers  of  his  time,  died  at  Caldecot  near  Abing- 
don, on  Tuefday  April  2,  and  was  buried  at  Yattendon,  in  a vault  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  chancel,  the  nth,  1574,  by  me,  George  Bellas.” 

Mr.  Ilory  is  patron  of  the  redory,  which  is  in  the  deanry  of  Reading. 

The  manor  of  Everington , a large  hamlet  in  this  parilh,  was  fucceffively  in  the 
families  of  De  la  Beche,  Norris,  and  Bertie,  and  is  now  the  property  of  J.  A. 
Gallini  efq. 

d From  the  irvformation  of  Dr.  Bellas,  late  vicar  of  Bafilden. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

ETYMOLOGY.  ( 

^^AMDEN  derives  the  name  of  this  county  from  Bucken , more  ufually  fpelt  by 
the  Saxons  Boccen  or  Buccen , Beechtrees : Spelman  prefers  the  derivation  of 
it  from  the  fame  word  Buccen , in  another  acceptation,  as  fignifying  bucks  or 
deer.  It  is  evident  that,  whatever  be  its  etymology,  the  county  derived  its  name  from 
the  town  of  Buckingham.  As  far  as  local  circumftances  confirm  the  conje&ure  of 
thefe  learned  antiquaries,  the  preference  mull  be  given  to  the  latter ; for  although 
Beechwoods  abound  in  fome  parts  of  Buckinghamfhire,  yet  they  are  remote  from 
the  county  town,  and  the  foil  of  its  neighbourhood  is  not  favourable  to  their  growth. 
A more  fatisfadlory  etymology  than  either  feems  to  have  been  overlooked : it  is 
well  known  that  charter  lands  were  anciently  called  by  the  Saxons  Boch- land,  in 
contradiftindtion  to  copyholds,  which  were  called  jFo/£-land  : 'in  Domefday-book, 
and  other  ancient  records,  the  county  town  is  called  Boch-ing-ham.  Many  villages 
of  the  name  of  Bucldand  occur  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  all  of  which  are 
called  in  old  records  Boch-\ and,  i.  e.  literally  charter-land  : Bocb-ing , under  the  fame 
conftrufrion,  will  be  a charter-meadow;  the  meaning  of  bam , is  well  known  to  be  a 
manfion  or  vill  \ 

Ancient  Inhabitants  and  Government „ 

Camden  fuppofes  this  county  to  have  been  inhabited  in  the  time  of  the  Britons, 
by  a people  called  the  Cattieucblani , whom  he  conjectures  to  have  been  the  fame  as 
the  Cajfii ; and  that  they  were  the  fubjefts  of  Caflivellaunus.  Mr.  Whitaker,  from 
an  attentive  confideration  of  the  works  of  Richard  of  Cirencefter,  is  of  opinion,  that 
only  that  part  of  Buckinghamlhire  which  borders  on  Bedfordlhire  was  originally 
inhabited  by  the  Cajfii , but  that  they  afterwards  feized  upon  the  territories  of  the 

1 The  name  of  Folkingham  feems  to  have  been  formed  in  the  fame  manner. 
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Doburii , who  inhabited  the  other  parts  of  Buckinghamfhire,  extending  to  the weftern 
frontier  of  the  Cajfii : this  part  of  Buckinghamfhire  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  origi- 
nally poffeffed  by  the  Ancalites , but  afterwards  conquered  by  the  Dobuni  \ When 
Britain  firfl  became  a province  of  Rome,  Buckinghamfhire  formed  a part  of  Bri- 
tannia fuperior  : in  the  fubfequent  divifion  of  the  province,  it  was  included  in  the 
diitrid  of  Flavia  Cafarienjis.  During  the  Saxon  Heptarchy,  it  was  under  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Kings  of  Mercia  , and  after  the  union  of  the  heptarchy,  became  com- 
prifed  within  the  diftrid  called  Dene-lege , or  the  Danifh  diftrid. 

Hijiorical  Events . 

The  early  part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  kingdom  is  involved  in  fo  much  obfcurity, 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  afcertain  the  locality  of  its  events.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Kimble  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  that  adion  with  the  Romans,  in 
which  the  twofons  of  Cunobeline,  or  Cymbeline,  were  defeated  by  Aulus  Plautius, 
and  Togodumnus,  one  of  them,  flainb.  The  conjedure,  that  the  flrong  poll,  on  the 
fide  of  the  Chiltern  hills,  called  Kimble  Caftle,  was  Cymbeline’s  palace,  feems  very 
plaufible  ; the  ancient  name  of  Kimble,  as  it  occurs  in  records,  was  Kynebel  or  Cuno- 
bel : in  the  Survey  of  Domefday,  it  is  written,  perhaps  corruptly,  Chenebella. 
Cherfley,  in  this  county,  is  fuppofed  by  fome  writers  to  have  been  the  fite  of  a battle, 
which  Cerdic  and  Cynric  fought  againft  the  Britons  in  527  ; Bifhop  Gibfon,  fays 
that  he  fhould  rather  have  fought  for  it  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Wefl-Saxons,  if  any 
place  of  the  name  could  there  be  found,  fince  the  fame  commanders  obtained  a 
vidory  over  the  Britons  eight  years  before, at  Cerdicesford,  (now  Charford,)  in  Hamp- 
fhirec.  Mr.  Wife  fuppofes  the  great  crofs,  (called  White-leaf  Crofs,)  cut  on  the  fide 
of  the  chalk  hills,  near  Rifborough,  to  be  the  memorial  of  fome  vidory  of  the  Saxons 
over  the  Danes ; and  that  the  name  of  the  neighbouring  village  of  Bledlow  is  de- 
rived from  Blod-law , the  bloody  hill.  Ickford,  near  Thame,  is  fuppofed  by  fome 
antiquaries,  to  have  been  the  place  where  the  treaty  was  figned  by  King  Edward 
and  the  Danes  in  907  $ but  Bifhop  Gibfon  is  more  inclined  to  fix  it  in  the  new 
forefld. 

The  firfh  hiflorical  event  conneded  with  this  county,  which  refls  on  better  evi- 
dence than  conjedure,  is  that  of  King  Edward  the  Elder  building  a fortrefs  on  each 
fide  of  the  Oufe  at  Buckingham,  where  he  ftaid  four  weeks e : Bromton  places  this 

1 Hiftory  of  Manchefter,  vol.  I.  8vo.  p.  95,  96. 

b Gough’s  Camden  I.  319.  Bifhop  Kennet,  in  his  Parochial  Antiquities,  fays,  that  from  its  eonfe- 
quences  in  the  fubmifiion  of  the  Dobuni , this  a&ion  muft  have  been  fomewhere,  “ in  thefe  parts,”  that 
is  Buckinghamfhire,  or  Oxfordfhire.  Browne  Willis  in  his  Hiftory  of  Buckingham,  quoting  the  Paro- 
chial Antiquities  very  erroneoufly,  fays  pofitively  that  the  battle  was  fought  on  the  banks  of  the  Oufe, 
at  or  near  Buckingham.  * Gloffary  to  the  Saxon.  Chron.  **  Ibid. 

f Decern  Seriptores  I.  834. 
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event  in  912  f,  the  Saxon  Chronicle  in  918.  Ralph  Higden  tells  us,  that  the  Danes 
raifed  fortreffes  on  both  fides  of  the  Oufe,  at  Buckingham,  in  913  8.  In  921 h,  or  as 
Florence  of  Worcefler  fays,  in  918,  the  Danes  committed  great  depredations  be- 
tween Aylelbury  and  the  foreft  of  Bernwood.  It  is  faid  by  Bromton  in  his  Chro- 
nicle, that  Colnbrook  was  burnt  by  the  Danes  in  ioo6‘ : no  other  author  mentions 
the  fad,  and  it  feems  evidently  to  have  been  a miflake  for  Cholfey  in  Berkfhire, 
which  was  deflroyed  by  the  Danes  at  the  fame  time  that  they  burnt  Wallingford 
and  Reading. 

Hanflape  Caflle,  which  was  fituated  at  Caftlethorp,  where  its  vefliges  Hill  remain, 
was  held  againft  King  John  in  his  wars  with  the  barons : it  was  taken  in  1216,  by 
his  favourite  general,  Fawkes  de  Brent,  and  demolilhed  \ In  1 233,  Richard  Sward, 
with  other  foreigners,  being  in  rebellion,  laid  wafte  the  lands  of  Richard  Earl  of 
Cornwall  near  Brill,  and  burnt  his  houfes '. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war,  in  the  17th  century,  Buckinghamfhire 
was  one  of  the  firft  counties  that  joined  in  an  aflociation  for  mutual  defence,  on  the 
fide  of  the  parliament,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  had  a garrifon  on  a com- 
manding fpot  at  Brill,  on  the  borders  of  Oxfordlhire.  The  celebrated  Hampden, 
made  an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  this  garrifon  in  i642m.  Among  the  terms  for  a 
ceifation  of  hoftilities,  as  delivered  to  the  king  in  March  1643,  ^ was  Propofed  that 
the  royal  forces  fhould  not  advance  nearer  to  Aylefbury  than  Brill,  nor  thofe  of 
the  parliament  nearer  to  Oxford  than  Aylefbury  n.  In  the  courfe  of  that  year,  the 
propofals  for  accommodation  having  unhappily  failed,  Newport-Pagnell  was  for  a 
fhort  time  garrifoned  by  the  king’s  troops,  but  was  abandoned  by  Sir  Lewis  Dyve, 
on  the  approach  of  the  Earl  of  Effex  : it  afterwards  proved  a very  ufeful  garrifon  to 
the  parliament0.  Brill  was  - abandoned  by  the  king  in  the  fpring  of  1643  : about 
the  fame  time  Prince  Rupert  attacked  the  parliamentary  quarters  at  High-Wycombe, 
with  fome  fuccefs p.  The  Earl  of  Effex  quartered  his  army  for  a confiderable  time 
about  Aylefbury  and  Thame,  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year q.  In  Augufl 
there  was  a grand  rendezvous  of  the  parliamentary  army  near  Aylefbury".  In  1644, 
the  king  fixed  his  head-quarters  for  fome  time  at  Buckingham 5.  Borflall-houfe,  a 
garrifon  of  the  king’s  in  this  county,  on  the  borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  was  evacuated 
in  June  1 644,  and  immediately  taken  poffeflion  of  by  the  parliament,  who  had  found 
it  a very  troublefome  neighbour  to  their  garrifon  at  Aylefbury  r : it  was  retaken  by 
Col.  Gage,  after  the  royalifls  had  for  a while  repented  their  want  of  policy  in  aban- 

f Decern  Scriptores  I.  834.  £ Hift.  Ang.  Scrip.  III.  261.  b Saxoa 

Chron.  107.  ' Decern  Script.  I.  886.  k Holinthed.  1 M.  Paris,  p.  332. 

“ Clarendon  8vo.  edit.  II.  166.  n Ibid.  II.  16S.  0 Ibid.  II.  29 2.  ? Ibid.  II.  250. 

* Ibid.  II.  292.  r Ibid.  II.  243.  s Ibid.  II.  496.  * Ibid.  II.  493. 
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doning  it.  Greenland-houfe,  another  garrifon  of  the  king’s  in  this  county,  being 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  near  Henley,  was  furrendered  to  general 
Browne  in  the  month  of  July  following,  after  fuftaining  a very  fevere  fiegeu. 
During  the  next  year  (1645}  the  Buckinghamfhire  garrifons  on  both  Tides  remained 
as  they  were ; Skippon,  and  afterwards  Fairfax,  having  attacked  Borltall-houfe 
without  fuccefs  \ The  parliamentary  army  marched  from  thence  to  Marfh-Gibwen, 
Brickhil  1,  and  Buckingham y.  In  1646,  Borftall-houfe,  the  only  remaining  garrifon 
of  the  king  in  this  county,  was  furrendered  to  the  parliament2.  In  1649,  we  find 
this  county  petitioning  parliament  to  abolifh  tithes,  manors,  &c.a 

Ancient  and  modern  Di-vifion  of  Buckinghamfhire. 

When  the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  this  county  was  divided  into  eighteen 
hundreds : there  are  now  only  eight,  which  compofe  feparate  diftridts.  The  modern 
hundred  of  Buckingham  includes  the  ancient  hundreds  of  Rouelai,  Stodfald  and 
Lamua.  The  three  ancient  hundreds  of  Boneftou,  Sigelai,  and  Moleflou,  are  now 
called  Dunftow,  Segloe,  and  Mulfo.  The  late  George  Wrighte  efq.  of  Gayhurft, 
was  keeper  of  thefe  hundreds  under  the  crown,  but  they  are  not  confidered  as 
feparate  diftridls,  being  comprifed  within  the  general  name  of  Newport  hundred. 
The  hundreds  of  Elefberie,  Stanes,  and  Rifeberge,  now  comprife  one  diftrict,  called 
the  three  hundreds  of  Aylefbury.  The  ancient  hundreds  of  Coteflau,  Mureflai, 
and  Erlai,  are  included  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow.  The  hundreds  of  Effedene, 
Votefdone,  and  Ticheflfele  are  comprifed  in  the  modem  hundred  of  Afhendon, 
excepting  that  Adftock,  formerly  in  Votefdone,  is  now  in  the  hundred  of  Buck- 
ingham, and  Hoggeflon  and  Creftlow  in  that  of  Cotflow.  The  hundreds  of 
Duflenburgh  and  Stoches  are  now  called  Defborough  and  Stoke.  The  hundred 
of  Burnham  preferves  its  ancient  name  and  extent,  excepting  that  Farnham  and 
Eton,  which  were  formerly  comprifed  in  it,  are  now  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke. 
Defborough,  Stoke,  and  Burnham  are  the  three  Chiltern  hundreds,  the  cuftody  of 
which  is  well  known  to  be  a nominal  office,  accepted  by  any  member  of  parliament 
who  wifhes  to  vacate  his  feat. 

The  following  is  a lift  of  the  manors  noticed  in  the  Survey  of  Domefday,  with 
the  modern  names,  as  far  as  they  could  be  afcertained,  and  the  hundreds  in  which 
they  were  anciently  fituated. 

" Clarendon  II.  p.  529.  x Ibid.  II.  655.  and  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  j6.  7 Heath,  p»  7,  and 

Clarendon  II.  655.  * Heath,  p.  111.  a Paper  called  the  Moderator,  Feb.  1649. 
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* 

Edgcot 

- 

Rouelai. 

Achelei h 

- 

Akeley 

Achelei 

- 

Oakley 

Ticheflele. 

Ambretone 

- 

Emberton 

Molcllou. 

Affedone 

. 

Afhendon 

Effedene. 

Becentone 

- 

Bechampton 

Rouelai. 

Begrave 

1 _ 

Bedgrove,  in  Wefton-Turville 

Stanes. 

Berlau 

- 

Suppofed  by  Mr.  Langley  to  be' 
Little-Marlow 

- Duftenburgh, 

Bertone 

• 

Barton 

Rouelai. 

Betefdene 

- 

Bidlefden 

Stodfald. 

Bichedone 

- 

Beachington 

Effeden. 

Bledelau  — 

- 

Bledlow 

Rifcberge. 

Bocheland 

- 

Buckland 

Elefberie. 

Bochingheham 

- 

Buckingham 

Bovenia 

- 

Boveney,  in  Burnham 

Burneham. 

Bradeham  - • 

- 

Bradenham 

Duftenburgh. 

Bradewelle 

- 

Bradwell 

Sigelai. 

Brichelle 

- 

The  Brickhills 

Moleflou. 

Broch 

- 

Suppofed  by  Mr.  Langley  to  have  ] 
been  in  Medmenham  -J 

Duftenburgh, 

Brotone 

- 

Broughton 

- 

Moleflou. 

Brunhelle 

- 

Brill 

Effedene. 

Burneham 

Burnham 

Burneham. 

Burtone 

- 

Boreton,  in  Buckingham 

Rouelai. 

Caldecote 

- 

Caldecot,  in  Newport- Pagnell 

Sigelai, 

Calvretone 

- 

Calverton 

Sigelai. 

Cavrefelle  . - 

- 

Caversfield 

Rouelai, 

Celdeftane 

- 

Shallefton 

Stodfald. 

Celfunde 

. 

The  Chalfonts 

Burneham. 

Cerfelai 

• 

Cherfley 

Effedene. 

Ceftreham 

The  Chelhams 

Burneham, 

Cetendone 

- 

Cheddington 

Erlai. 

Ceteode 

- 

Chetwode 

Rouelai, 

Chavefcote 

- 

Gawcot,  in  Buckingham 

Chenebella 

- 

The  Kimbles 

Stanes, 

Chentone 

- 

Quainton 

Effedene, 

Cicelai 

- 

Chichley 

Moleflou, 

Ciltone 

• - 

Chilton 

Ticheflele. 

Ckiindone  — 

- 

The  Claydons  • 

Votefdone  and  Lamua, 

Clyftone 

- 

Clifton-Reynes 

Moleflou. 

6 In  folio  147,  b.  of  the  Survey,  this  manor,  and  thofe  of  Lanport,  Lelincheftane,  and  Mortone, 
which  were  certainly  all  in  the  hundred  of  Stodfald,  appear  as  if  in  the  hundred  of  Mureflei,  from  the 
neglett  of  the  tra  .fcriber,  in  not  having  inferted  the  words,  “ In  Stodfald  hund,”  before  the  manor  of 
Lanport,  which  occurs  the  firft  of  the  four. 
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- Cublington 

• 

- 

Coteflou. 

Craulai 

- North-Crawley 

- 

. 

Moleftou. 

Credendone 

- Crendon 

-- 

. 

Ticheflele. 

Creflelai 

- Creftlow 

. 

. 

Votefdone. 

Crouftone 

- Crofton  in  Wing 

. 

. 

Coteflau. 

Daceta 

- Datchet 

• 

. 

Stoches. 

Daneham 

- Denham 

. 

. 

Stoches. 

Danitone 

- Dinton 

- 

. 

Stanes. 

Dileherft 

Suppofed  by  Mr.  Langley  to 
Fingeft 

be 

^ Duftenburgh. 

Ditone 

- Ditton,  ia  Stoke  Poges 

• 

Stoches. 

Dodeford 

- Dodford,  in  Stow 

. 

* 

Stodfald. 

Dodintone 

- Dunton 

. 

- 

Coteflau. 

Dornei 

- Dorney 

- 

- 

Burneham. 

Dortone 

- Dourton 

- 

- 

Ticheflele. 

Draitone 

- The  Draytons 

- 

- 

Mureflei. 

Eddinberge 

- Edlelborough  - 

- 

- 

Erlai. 

Edeftocha 

- Adftock 

- 

• 

Votefdone. 

Edintone 

- Addington 

- 

- 

Lamua. 

Eie 

- Kingfey 

- 

- 

Ticheflele. 

Eilefberie 

- Aylelbury 

- 

- 

Elelberie. 

Elmodelham 

- Agmondelham,  or  Amerfliam 

- 

Burneham. 

Efenberge 

- Ellelborough 

- 

- 

Elelberie. 

Eftone 

- The  Aftons 

- 

- 

Elelberie  and  Erlai, 

Etone 

- Water-Eaton,  in  Bletchley 

- 

Sigelai. 

Ettone 

- Eton 

- 

- 

Burneham. 

Eurefel 

- Everfaw,  in  Bidlefden 

. 

Stodfald. 

Evinghehou 

- Ivinghoe 

- 

- 

Erlai. 

Evreham 

- Iver 

- 

- 

Stoches. 

Falelie 

- Fawley 

- 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Fernham 

- Farnham- Royal 

- 

- 

Stoches. 

Foxefcote 

- 

- Foxcote 

- 

- 

Stodfald. 

Gatehurft 

- Gayhurft,  or  Gothurft 

- 

Boneftou. 

Grenelburga 

- Granborough 

- 

- 

Votefdone. 

Grennedone 

- Grendon 

- 

- 

Efledene. 

Hadenham 

- Haddenham 

- 

- 

Elelberie. 

Haltone 

- Halton 

- 

- 

Stanes. 

Hambledene 

- Hambleden 

- 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Hamefele 

- ’ Hanflape 

- 

- 

Boneftou. 

Hanechdene' 

Duftenburgh. 

Hardwiche 

- Hardwick 

- 

- 

Coteflau. 

Hafelie 

Rouelai. 

Havrelham 

- Haverfham 

- 

- 

Boneftou. 

* Qu.  Weft- Wycombe,  which  was  anciently  called  Haneringdon  ? 
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Helpeftorp 

- 

- 

Helpfthorp,  or  Elftrop,  in 
ton-Beauchamp 

Dray- 

£ Mureflai. 

Herdewelle 

- 

- 

Hartwell 

- 

Stanes. 

Herouldmede, 

Herulfmede, 

or" 

Hard  mead 

Moleflou. 

Horelmede 

\ 

Hereworde 

* 

The  Harwoods 

- 

Mureflei. 

Hefintone 

- 

Eafington,  in  Chilton 

- 

Ticheffele. 

Hibeflanes 

- 

Ipfton,  partly  in  Oxfordlhire 

Duftenburgh. 

Hocheftone 

- 

Hoggefton  - 

- 

Votefdone. 

Hocfaga 

• - 

- 

Hogfhaw 

- 

Votefdone. 

Holdene 

- 

Coteflau. 

Holendone 

- 

Hollington,  in  Soulbury 

- 

Coteflau. 

Horfedene 

• 

Horfendon 

- 

Rifeberge. 

Hortone 

- 

Horton,  in  Edlefborough 

- 

Erlai. 

Hortune 

- 

Horton 

- 

Stoches. 

Hucham 

- 

Hitcham 

. 

Burneham. 

Huchadene 

- 

Hitchenden 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Iford 

- 

Ickford 

- 

Ticheffele. 

Ilefdon,  or  Ulefdon 

- 

Hilleldon 

- 

Rouelai. 

Imer 

- 

Ilmer 

- 

Ticheffele. 

Lanport d 

- 

Langport,  in  Stow 

Langrave 

- 

Coteflau. 

Lateberie,  or  Latefburie 

- 

Lathbury 

• 

Boneftou. 

Lavvendene 

- 

Lavendon 

> 

Boneftou. 

Lechampftede 

- 

Lekhampfted 

- 

Stodfald. 

Lede 

- 

Lude,  in  Wooburn 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Ledinberge 

- 

Lethenborough,  in  Buckingham 

Rouelai. 

Lelincheftane  * 

- 

Lillingfton-Dayrell 

Lefa 

- 

Ticheffele. 

Lincelada 

. 

Linchlade 

- 

Coteflau. 

Lineford 

- 

The  Linfords 

- 

Boneftou  and  Sigelai. 

Litecote 

- 

Littlecot,  or  Litcot,  in  Stewkley 

Mureflei. 

Lochintone 

- 

Loughton 

Sigelai. 

Lotegarfer 

- 

- 

Ludgerlhall 

- 

Effedene. 

Medemeham 

- 

Medmenham 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Mentemore 

- 

Mentmore 

. 

Coteflau. 

Merlau 

- 

Marlow 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Merfa 

- 

Marfh-Gibwen 

- 

Lamua. 

Merftone 

- 

Fleet  and  North-Marfton 

- 

Votefdone. 

Mideltone 

- 

Milton-Keynes 

- 

Moleflou. 

Miffedene 

• 

The  Mifiendens 

- 

Stanes. 

Miffeworde 

• 

Marfworth 

- 

Erlai. 

Moleflou,  or  Molelhou 

. 

Mulfo 

. 

Moleflou.. 

Moretone* 

- 

. 

Maid’s-Morton 

. 

* • f See  Note  \ 
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Mureflai,  Mufelei,  or  Murfalai 

Murefley 

Mureflei. 

Nedreham 

- 

Stanes. 

Neuport 

- 

Newport-Pagnell 

- 

Sigelai. 

Neutone 1 

- 

Rouelai. 

Olnei 

- 

Olney 

. 

Boneftou. 

Oltone 

- 

Qu.  Wotton  - 

- 

Effedene. 

Olvonge 

- 

Oving 

- 

Effedene. 

Optone 

- 

Upton  , 

- 

Burneham, 

Pateberie 

- 

Fadbury 

- 

Lamua. 

Pinceletorne 

- 

Pightelfthorn,  or  Pitfton 

- 

Erlai. 

Policote 

_ 

Policote,  in  Afhenden 

- 

Effedene. 

Preftone 

. 

Prefton-Biffet 

- 

Rouelai. 

Querendone 

- 

Quarendon 

- 

Votefdone. 

Radeclive  h 

- 

Radcliffe 

- 

Ravenefton 

_ 

Ravenfton 

- 

Boneftou. 

Rifeberge 

- 

The  Rifboroughs 

- 

Rifeberge. 

Santefdone 

- 

Sanderton 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Sceldene 

•- 

Salden,  in  Murefley 

- 

Mureflai. 

Senelai 

- 

Shenley 

- 

Sigelai. 

Semitone 

- 

Sherrington 

- 

Moleflou. 

Sevineftone 

- 

Simpfon 

- 

Sigelai. 

Sibdone 

- 

Shipton-Lee,  in  Quainton 

- 

Effedene. 

Sincleberia 

- 

Singleborough,  in  Great-Harwood  Mureflei. 

Slaptone 

- 

Slapton 

- 

Erlai. 

Sobintone 

- 

Shabbington 

- 

Ticheffele. 

Soleberie 

- 

Soulbury 

- 

Coteflau. 

Sortelai 

- 

Effedene. 

Stanes 

- 

Stone 

- 

Stanes. 

Stanton 

- 

Stanton-Barry 

- 

Sigelai. 

Stivelai 

- 

Stewkley 

- 

Mureflei. 

Stoches 

- 

The  Stokes 

- 

Stoches,  Boneftou,  and  Elefberie 

Stow 

- 

Stow 

- 

Stodfald. 

Stradford 

- 

Water-Stratford 

- 

Stodfald. 

Sudcote 

_ 

Stanes. 

Sueneberne 

- 

Swanbourn 

- 

Mureflei. 

Tedingwiche 

- 

Tingewick 

- 

Stodfald. 

Tedlingham,  or 

Telingham 

Tyringham 

- 

Boneftou  and  Sigelai. 

Ternitone 

- 

Thornton 

- 

Rouelai. 

Thapeflau 

- 

Taplow 

- 

Burneham. 

Ticheford 

- 

Tickford,  in  Newport-Pagnell 

Sigelai. 

1 This  manor,  which  feems  to  have'  been  erroneoufly  inferted  in  the  Survey  as  in  Rouelai  hundred, 
muft  be  either  Newton- Longue ville,  or  Newton-Bloffomville. 

h In  the  hundred  of  Stodfald,  but  erroneoufly  entered  in  the  Survey,  as  in  Mureflei,  (foJ.  152.  b.) 
through  negledt  of  inferting  the  name  of  the  hundred  before  Dodeford. 
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Tilleberie  ‘ 

- 

• 

Duftenburgh. 

Tochingewiche 

- 

- 

Tetchwick,  in  Ludgerfliall 

- 

EfTedene. 

Torneberge 

- 

- 

Thornborough 

- 

- 

Lamua.  . 

Tuveftone 

- 

- 

Turwefton 

- 

Stodfald. 

T veverde 

- 

T wyford 

- 

- 

Lamua. 

Ulchetone 

- 

- 

Woughton 

- 

- 

Sigelau 

Ulfretone 

- 

- 

The  Woolftons 

- 

- 

Sigelai. 

Upetone 

- 

- 

Upton,  in  Dinton 

- 

- 

Stanes. 

Votefdone 

- 

- 

Waddefdon 

- 

- 

Votefdone. 

Waborne 

- 

Woobourn 

-- 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Wadone 

- 

' n 

Whaddon 

- 

- 

Mureflei. 

Wadruge,  or  Waldruge 

- 

Waldridge,  in  Dinton 

- 

Wandoure 

- 

- 

Wendover 

- 

- 

Elefburie. 

Wavendone 

. 

- 

Wavendon 

- 

- 

Moleflou . 

Weneflai 

- 

- 

Winfiow 

. 

- 

Mureflei. 

Wermelle 

. 

. 

Wormenhall 

. 

Ticheffele. 

Weftberie 

- 

- 

Weftbury 

- 

Stodfald. 

Weftone 

. 

- 

The  Weftons 

- 

Boneftou  and  Stanes. 

Wichendon 

- 

- 

The  Winchendons 

- 

EfTedene. 

Wicherche 

- 

- 

Whitchurch 

- 

Coteflau. 

Wicumbe 

- 

- 

Wycombe 

- . 

- 

Duftenburgh. 

Wirecefberie 

- 

- 

Wyrarditbury 

- 

- 

Stoches. 

Witehunge 

- 

- 

Wing 

- 

- 

Coteflau. 

Withungrave 

- 

- 

Wingrave 

- 

- 

Coteflau. 

Wlverintone 

- 

- 

Wolverton 

... 

- 

Sigelai. 

The  parifhes  of  Aftwood,  Beaconsfield,  Blerton,  Bletchley,  Borftall,  Brayfield, 
Caftlethorp,  Cholfbury,  Cuddington,  Filgrave,  Fingeft,  Fulmere,  Grove,  Great 
and  Little-Hampden,  Hawridge,  Hedgerley,  Fledfor,  Hulcot,  Ifelhamfted,  Langley, 
Lee,  Okeney,  Penn,  Petfoe,  Pitchcote,  Radnage,  Tottenhoe,  1’urville,  Walton, 
Wexham,  Wyllien,  and  a great  number  of  hamlets  and  manors,  are  not  mentioned 
in  the  Survey. 


Ecclefiajiical  Dhi/ion . 

Buckinghamshire  lies  within  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln,  and  is  fubjecl  to  an 
archdeacon,  who  takes  his  title  from  the  county.  It  is  divided  into  feven  deaneries, 
Buckingham,  Burnham,  Murefley,  Newport,  Waddefdon,  Wendover,  and  Wy- 
combe. Four  parifhes  (Halton,  Monks-Rifborough,  Wotton-Underwood,  and 
Little-Brickhill)  are  in  the  peculiar  jurifdi&ion  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury ; 
four  others  (Afton- Abbots,  Granborough,  Little-PIarwood,  and  Winfiow)  are 


1 Browne  Willis  fuppofes  it  to  be  Ravenfmere  manor,  in  Hitchcnden. 
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in  the  diocefe  of  London,  and  in  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  archdeacon  of  St.  Alban’s,  to 
the  monaftery  of  which  place  they  formerly  belonged.  The  number  of  parilhes  in 
this  county,  according  to  Camden,  who  quotes  cardinal  Wolfey’s  lift,  was  in  his 
time  185.  The  prefent  number,  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  afcertained,  is  201,  in- 
cluding eight  which  have  parochial  chapels  dependant  on  other  churches,  and  two 
others,  (Creftlow  and  Hoglhaw,)  whofe  churches  were  pulled  down  by  Cornelius 
Holland,  one  of  King  Charles’s  judges,  and  have  never  been  rebuilt.  Nine  of  the 
prefent  parilh  churches  were  formerly  chapels  of  eafe.  Ekely,  Filgrave,  Okeney, 
and  Petfoe,  which  were  formerly  feparate  parilhes,  have  ceafed  to  be  confidered  as 
fuch,  and  have  been  united  to  others,  their  churches  having  gone  to  decay. 

The  donatives  of  Brill  and  Borftall  are  united,  as  are  thofe  of  Dourton  and 
Alhendon,  and  thofe  of  Barton  and  Chetwode ; Gothurft  was  confolidated  with 
Stoke-Goldington  in  1736.  The  curacies  of  St.  Giles  and  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  in 
Stony- Stratford,  were  confolidated  after  the  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  had  been 
burnt  down  in  1742  ; Great-Hampden  and  Great-Kimbie  were  confolidated  in  1799. 

Of  the  parilhes  in  this  county,  79  are  vicarages,  and  29  curacies,  or  donatives. 
The  great  tithes  of  92  of  tnefe  parilhes  are  in  lay  hands,  and  moll  of  the  remainder 
are  held  by  lay  leflees. 

The  chapels  of  eafe,  exclufrvely  of  thofe  already  mentioned,  as  being  parochial, 
are  only  fix  in  number.  There  were  formerly  chapels  at  Addingrave,  Alton  in 
Ivinghoe,  Bragenham,  Dagnall,  Eafington,  Everfaw,  Eythorp,  Ford,  Gawcot, 
Hollowick  in  Medmenham,  Hundridge,  Litcote,  Loughton-Parva,  Owlfwick,  and 
Rowlham. 

Monajieries  and  Hofpitals. 

The  Benedi&ine  monks  had  priories  at  Snelllhall  and  Bradwell ; there  was  an 
alien  priory  of  the  fame  order  at  Afcot  in  Wing.  The  Benedidline  nuns  had 
priories  at  Ankerwyke,  in  Wyrardilbury,  at  Little-Marlow,  and  at  Murefley,  or 
St.  Margaret’s,  in  the  parilh  of  Ivinghoe.  There  were  alien  priories  of  Cluniac 
monks  at  Tykeford  or  Tickford,  near  Newport-Pagnell,  and  at  Newton  Lon- 
gueville : the  Ciftercian  monks  had  abbies  at  Bidlefden  and  Medmenham  : the 
Auftin  canons  had  abbies  at  Miflenden  and  Nutley,  and  priories  at  Chetwode  and 
Ravenfton : the  Auftin  nuns  had  a priory  at  Burnham  : the  Premonftrateniian  canons 
had  an  abbey  at  Lavenden.  The  fociety  of  Bon-hommes  had  a college  at  Alheridge, 
in  the  parilh  of  Pitfton,  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire,  being  the  only  houfe  of 
the  order  in  England,  excepting  that  at  Edindon,  in  Wiltfhire.  The  Grey  Friars 
had  a houfe  at  Aylelbury  ; the  Knights  Hofpitalleis  a preceptory  at  Hoglhaw.  It 
is  not  known  to  what  order  the  ancient  monafteries  at  North-Crawiey,  and  at  Gore, 
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in  the  pari (h  of  Hanflape,  belonged  ; they  were  deftroyed  at  a very  early  period.  At 
Ludgerlhall  was  an  ancient  alien  hofpital  fubordinate  to  that  of  Santingfield  in 
Normandy : an  ancient  hofpital  at  Buckingham,  two  at  Aylefbury,  two  at  High- 
Wycombe,  and  one  at  Stony-Stratford,  have  all  been  long  ago  deftroyed.  There 
were  three  ancient  hofpitals  at  Newport-Pagnell,  two  of  which  were  deftroyed  at  an 
early  period  ; the  other  having  alfo  been  decayed,  was  re-founded  by  Queen  Anne, 
confort  of  King  James  I.  and  is  ftill  exifting.  The  royal  college  of  Eton,  founded 
by  King  Henry  VI.  retains  its  ancient  flourilhing  ftate. 

Market  and  Borough  Towns. 

This  county  has  no  city  : it  fends  14  members  to  parliament;  two  for  the  county ; 
two  for  the  county-town  ; and  two  for  each  of  the  boroughs  of  Aylefbury,  Amer- 
fham,  Great-Marlow,  Wendover,  and  Chipping-Wycombe.  Amerfham,  Marlow, 
and  Wendover,  recovered  the  right  of  fending  members  to  parliament,  which  had 
been  difufed  for  more  that  400  years,  by  a petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
the  reign  of  James  the  Firft. 

The  fummer  aflizes  for  this  county  are  held  at  Buckingham,  the  Lent  aflizes  at 
Aylefbury.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  they  were  held  wholly  at  Aylefbury, 
through  the  intereft  of  Chief  Juftice  Baldwin,  who  reftded  near  that  town,  pre- 
vioufly  to  which  it  feeins  that  they  were  held  (at  leaft  alternately)  at  the  county 
town ; for,  in  the  infcription  over  the  door  of  the  goal,  Lord  Cobham  is  faid  to 
have  reftored  the  aflizes  to  Buckingham.  It  appears,  neverthelefs,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century,  the  aflizes 
were  not  held  at  either  place,  but  at  Little-Brickhill k,  which  in  Saxton’s  map, 
publifned  during  that  period,  is  called  the  Aflize  town.  The  aflizes  were  held  at 
High-Wycombe,  eleven  times  between  1683  and  1712.  The  quarter  feflions  are 
always  held  at  Aylefbury. 

The  market-towns  in  this  county  are  14  in  number:  Agmondefham  or  Amer- 
Iham,  Aylefbury,  Beaconsfield,  Buckingham,  Chefham,  Ivinghoe,  Great-Marlow, 
Newport-Pagnell,  Olney,  Princes-Rifborough,  Stony-Stratford,  Wendover,  Winf- 
low,  and  High  or  Chipping-Wycombe.  Colnbrook  and  Fenny-Stratford  are 
generally  enumerated  among  the  market-towns  of  this  county,  their  markets,  how- 
ever, which  were  held  by  charter,  have  been  for  feveral  years  difufed : there  was 
lately  an  intention  of  reviving  that  at  Fenny-Stratford,  but  it  did  not  take  place. 
The  markets  at  Beaconsfield,  Ivinghoe,  and  Rifborough,  are  fo  far  decayed,  that 
they  retain  little  more  than  the  name.  The  principal  markets  in  the  county  are 
thofe  of  Buckingham,  Aylefbury,  and  Wycombe : Aylefbury  is  the  moit  dif- 

See  the  account  of  that  parifh  in  the  Parochial  Topography. 
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tinguilhed,  both  for  its  market  and  fairs,  which  are  fix  in  number ; Marlow  fair  is 
much  celebrated  for  its  fhow  of  horfes.  ' . 

The  following  places  had  charters  for  markets,  which  have  been  long  ago  dif- 
ufed  : Bidlefden,  Little  Brickhill,  Burnham,  Crendon,-  Haddenham,  Hambleden^ 
Hanilape,  Great-Harwood,  Hcggefton,  lver,  Lavenden,  Linchlade,  Murefley, 
Tingewick,  Snelfliall  in  the  parilh  of  Whaddon,  Whitchurch,  and  Wormenhall. 
The  market  at  Haddenham,  which  was  granted  in  1294,  was  difcontinued  in  1301, 
in  confequence  of  a law-fuit  commenced  by  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  who  found  that 
it  was  detrimental  to  his  market  at  the  neighbouring  town  of  Thame,  in  Oxford- 
fhire. 

^ i I 

Population. 

In  the  year  1377,  the  number  of  perfons  in  this  county  charged  to  a poll-tax, 
from  which  the  clergy,  children,  and  paupers,  were  exempted,  was  24,672.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  returns  made  under  the  aft  of  parliament,  for  afcertaining  the  popu- 
lation of  this  kingdom  in  1801,  that  there  were  20,443  inhabited  houfes,  and  543 
uninhabited  houfes  in  Buckinghamlhire : the  total  number  of  inhabitants  is  ftated 
to  be  107,444,  of  whom  52,094  were  males,  and  55,35 o females.  Of  this  total 
number  there  were  25,083  employed  in  agriculture,  and  20,138  in  trade,  manu- 
factures or  handicrafts. 

The  following  account  of  the  number  of  houfes,  families,  and  perfons  in  each  parilh, 
is  taken  from  the  above-mentioned  return,  and  arranged  alphabetically. 


Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Inhabitants. 

Addington 

IO 

O 

15 

93 

Adftock  - - - - 

56 

I 

6 1 

289 

Akeley  ... 

41 

I 

5° 

245 

Amerfham  .... 

397 

7 

442 

2130 

Alhendon  . - 

48 

1 

1 48 

248 

Afton-Abbots  ... 

55 

0 

60 

276 

Afton-Clinton  ... 

122 

2 

130 

584 

St.  Leonard’s  in  Afton-Clinton 

22 

0 

24 

137 

Afton-Sandford  < 

J3 

1 

*5 

7i 

Aftwood  .... 

32 

0 

32 

160 

Aylelbury  - 

675 

22 

668 

3082 

Barton-Hartfliorne  - 

0 

19 

100 

Beaconsfield  ... 

240 

11 

3 02 

1149 

Bechampton  - 

43 

2 

43 

187 

Bier  ton  ... 

no 

2 

113 

518 

Bletchley 
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Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Inhabitants, 

Bletchley 

tm 

64 

2 

77 

355 

Water-Eaton  in  Bletchley 

- 

41 

O 

4i 

214 

Bledlow 

- 

no 

2 

”3 

566 

Ridge  in  Bledlow 

u. 

57 

O 

59 

351 

Borftall  - 

- 

34 

I 

40 

J 79 

Bradenham  - 

- 

33 

O 

34 

170 

Bradwell  - 

- 

52 

O 

76 

255 

Bray  field  - 

- ■ 

20 

X 

23 

82 

Bow-Brickhill  ... 

- 

97 

O 

94 

43 T 

Great-Brickhill 

. 

128 

I 

128 

560 

✓Little -Brickhill 

- 

80 

4 

94 

385 

Brill 

- 

190 

3 

202 

8 59 

Broughton 

- 

32 

0 

36 

J57 

Buckingham  and  its  hamlets 

- 

H 

6 17 

2605 

Buckland 

- 

39 

0 

7i 

288 

Burnham  ... 

- 

258 

17 

327 

1354 

Boveney  in  Burnham 

- 

28 

X 

33 

165 

Calverton 

- 

64 

0 

72 

321 

Caftlethorp  - 

- 

56 

0 

65 

260 

Caversfield 

- 

J5 

0 

i5 

94 

Chalfont-St.  Giles 

- 

H3 

11 

152 

762 

Chalfont-St.  Peter 

- 

192 

5 

220 

”74 

Cheddington 

48 

4 

63 

27  3 

Cherlley 

- 

46 

1 

5° 

214 

Chelham  town 

37° 

9 

379 

1910 

— — Afhley  Green,  and  Billington 

( Hamlets  of  ) 
i Chelham.  1 

IOI 

7 

”5 

559 

Afhridge,  Chartridge,  and  Hundridge 

"6 

12 

123 

626 

Botley  Green,  Latimers  and  Water-fide 

1 184 

4 

198 

874 

Chefham-Bois 

- 

23 

1 

29 

*35 

Chetwode 

- 

20 

0 

27 

123 

Cheynies 

- 

88 

0 

I05 

423 

Chichley  ... 

- 

39 

1 

39 

189 

Chilton 

- 

63 

2 

63 

316 

Cholefbury 

- 

22 

2 

25 

122 

Eaft-Claydon 

- 

43 

0 

61 

238 

Middle-Claydon 

- 

24 

0 

24 

93 

Steeple-Claydon 

- 

104 

0 

J47 

646 

Clifton-Reynes 

- 

45 

2 

5° 

221 

North-Crawley 

* 

75 

2 

129 

617 

Crendon 

- 

205 

4 

241 

99  X 

Creftlow 

• 

1 

0 

1 . 

6 

Cublington  - - 

- 

59 

1 

59 

271 

Cuddington  ... 

- 

84 

1 , 

87 

'435 

Datchet 

- 

102 

5 

120 

357 

Denham 
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Denham 

Dinton 

Dorney  • 

Dourton 

Drayton-Beauchamp 

Drayton-Paffelew 

Dunton  ... 

Edgcot  ... 

Edlefborough  ... 

■ — ...  Dagnall  1 f 

Horton  Hamlets  of  Edlelbortnigh 

Northall  j £ 

Elleiborough 
Emberton 
Eton  - 

Farnham-Royal 

• Hedgerly-Dean  t Hamlets  of  Farnham  5 

•  Sear-Green  J l 

Fawley 

Finged  ... 

Foxcote 

Fulmere 

Gothurd  or  Gayhurd 
Granborough 

Grer.don-Underwood  - - 

Grove  ... 

Haddenham  - 

Halton  - 

Hambleden  - 

Great-Hampden 

Little- Hampden 

Hanflape  - __  • • 

Hardmead  - 

Hardwick 

Weedon  in  Hardwick 

Hartwell  - 

Great-Harwood 

Singlcborough,  in  Great-Harwood 

Little-Harwood 

Haverfham  - 

Hawridge  - 

Hedge-ley  - - 

Hedfor  • 

Hillcfdon 


Inhabited 

H^tifes. 

Uninhabited 

Houles. 

Families. 

Inhabitants. 

I50 

~6 

164 

796 

112 

0 

128 

668 

3 7 

5 

41 

190 

21 

2 

23 

io5 

36 

4 

49 

191 

49 

0 

69 

307 

18 

0 

18 

85 

29 

0 

30 

122 

64 

3 

75 

318 

66 

0 

71 

348 

9 

0 

*3 

44 

66 

3 

77 

33i 

90 

1 

91 

480 

HI 

5 

13* 

549 

290 

8 

335 

2026 

112 

8 

112 

55° 

28 

2 

29 

77 

31 

1 

49 

224 

35 

. 0 

35 

' 181 

57 

3 

82 

3I(5 

17 

0 

*7 

85 

54 

1 

•55 

292 

11 

0 

15 

S9 

44 

2 

5^ 

230 

47 

X 

60 

285 

3 

1 

3 

25 

180 

2 

209 

964 

. 

O 

38 

i59 

201 

4 

212 

1074 

33 

1 

40 

228 

16 

- 0 

16 

79 

H3 

3 

291 

1289 

9 

0 

9 

45 

39 

1 

46 

178 

59 

2 

86 

385 

20 

2 

22 

”5 

9i 

4 

91 

45° 

18 

0 

24 

87 

' 77 

3 

77 

339 

43 

I 

53 

223 

21 

0 

24 

121 

23 

3 

23 

*37 

3° 

0 

35 

- 140 

26 

X 

34 

183 

Hitcham 
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Hitcham 

Hitchenden 

Hoggefton 

Hogfhaw  cum  Fulbrook 
Horfendon 

Horton  - * 

Hulcot 

Ickford 

Ilmer 

Ipftone,  ( Buckingham  (hi  re,  part  of) 
Iver 

Ivinghoe 

Afton 

■ St.  Margaret’s 

Seabrook 

Great-  Kimble 
Little- Kimble 
Kingfey 
Langley-Marys 
Lathbury 
Lavenden 

Lee  > • 

Lekhamfted 
Lillingfton-Dayrell 
Linchlade 
Great  Linford 
Little  Linford 
Loughton 
Ludgerihall 

- — Kingfwood,  in  Ludgerfhall 

Luffield,  extraparochial 
Great-Marlow 
Little-Marlow 
Marfh-Gibwen 
North- Mar  fton 
Marfworth  => 

Medmenham 
Mentmore 

— — Ledbourn,  in  Mentmore 
Milton  Keynes 

Great-Mifienden  * 

Little-Miffenden 
Maid’s- Morton 
Mulfo 
Murefley 

Newton- Bloflomville 
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Inhabited 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Inhabitants, 

— 

— 

— 

- . - 

3° 

O 

32 

200 

J29 

4 

182 

887 

37 

0 

37 

197 

7 

0 

7 

55 

9 

0 

9 

52 

*a5 

5 

185 

647 

23 

1 

27 

117 

45 

2 

68 

lS6 

J3. 

2 

*3 

74 

48 

1 

58 

258 

223 

xo 

2 73 

1377 

78 

0 

92 

452 

39 

2 

5° 

233 

60 

' O 

72 

424 

10 

O 

13 

62 

42 

e 

56 

316 

32 

0 

32 

*4» 

21 

0 

36 

l65 

22  6 

*5 

926 

12x5 

25 

0 

3* 

1 89 

212 

1 

2 12 

544 

3 0 

2 

34 

150 

60 

0 

76 

346 

22 

1 

22 

Ui 

25 

1 

37 

203 

5i 

0 

55 

313 

8 

2 

8 

44 

58 

1 

63 

3P* 

59 

0 

90 

359 

9 

0 

21 

37 

3 

0 

3 

6 17 

26 

<55 2 

323$ 

124 

4 

J35 

728 

105 

0 

>23 

534 

77 

0 

96 

478 

40 

X 

47 

259 

58 

3 

69 

284 

23 

0 

26 

148 

19 

2 

27 

13  J 

57 

x> 

57 

280 

2 59 

4 

303 

141* 

132 

5 

140 

61 

0 

73 

239 

62 

64 

282 

65 

3 

77 

318 

41 

2 

49 

22  j 

Newton* 
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Newton-Longueville 

Newport-Pagnell 

Oakley 

Olney 

Warrington,  in  Olney 

Oving 

Padbury 

Penn 

Pitchcote 

Pitfton,  or  Pightlefthorne 

Nettleden  and  Friefden,  in  Pitfton 

Prefton-Bilfet 

Quainton 

Shipton-Lee,  in  Quainton 

Quarendon 

Radnage 

Radcliffe 

Ravenfton 

Monk’s-Rilborough 

Prince’s  - Rifborough 

Sanderton 

Shabbington 

Shallefton 

Shenley 

Shenley-Brook-End,  in  ditto 

Sherrington 

Simpfon 

Slapton 

Soulbury  - 

Stanton- Barry 

Stewkley 

Stoke- Goldington 

Stoke-Hamond  « 

Stoke  Mandeville  « 

Stoke-Poges 

Stone 

Stow  - 

Stony-Stratford,  Eaft  Side 

, Weft  Side 

Eenny-Stratford,  in  Bletchley  and  Simpfon 
Water- Stratford 

Studley  ( Buckinghamfhire,  part  of) 

Swanbourn 

Taplow 

Thomborough 


Inhabited 

Houfes. 

Uninhabited 

Houfes. 

Families. 

Inhabitant*. 

90 

O 

95 

459 

5*7 

14 

5°  2 

2048 

34 

O 

65 

257 

444 

1 1 

460 

2003 

H 

O 

H 

72 

57 

O 

65 

305 

«4 

2 

104 

459 

i33 

IO 

188 

927 

4 

O 

IO 

5i 

60 

2 

63 

275 

16 

I 

15 

85 

73 

I 

77 

322 

147 

2 

164 

750 

»5 

O 

*5 
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Thornton 

Tingewick 

Tottenhoe 

Towerfey,  a Hamlet  of  Thame 

Turville 

Turwefton 

Twyford 

Charndon,  in  Twyford 

Poundon,  in  ditto 

Tyringham,  cum  Filgrave 
Upton,  cum  Chalvey 
Waddefdon 

Weftcote,  in  Waddefdon 


• Woodham,  in  ditto 

Walton 
Wavendon 
Wendover  - 

Weftbury  - « 

Wefton-Turville 
Wefton-Underwood 
Wexham 

Whaddon  - - - 

Naih,  in  Whaddon 

Whitchurch  ... 

Upper  Winchendon 
Nether  Winchendon 
Wing 

Wingrave  - 

Window  - - 

Wooburn  , 

Wolverton  - 

Bradwell  Abbey,  in  Wolverton 

Great  Woolfton  - 
Little  Woolfton 
Wormenhall  - 

Wotton-Underwood 
Woughton  - 

High-Wycombe  Town 

. Remainder  of  the  Pari(h 

Weft-Wycombe 
Wyllien  - 

Wyrardifbury  - 

The  parifh  of  Fleet-Marfton,  of  which  no  returns  were  made  under  the  a£t,  con. 
tains  only  four  houfes,  and  22  inhabitants. 

Vol.  I.  3 O 
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Crown  Lands  and  Royal  Palaces. 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  there  were  only  eight  Buckinghamlhire 
manors  in  the  crown ; yet  it  appears  there  were  at  that  time  two  royal  palaces  in 
this  county.  At  Brill,  (which  is  mentioned  in  the  Survey  as  a crown  manor,  by 
the  name  of  Brunhulle,)  was  a palace,  which  is  faid  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Mercian  kings  ; tradition  affigns  the  fame  origin  to  Cippenham  in  Burnham.  It 
is  certain  that  they  were  both  the  occafional  refxdence  of  our  monarchs  of  the 
Norman  line,  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Cheynies,  anciently  called  Ifel- 
hampfted  and  Ifenhampfled,  was  a royal  palace,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I .k 
Riiborough,  mentioned  in  the  Norman  Survey  as  one  of  the  crown  manors,  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  palace  of  the  Black  Prince : the  veftiges  of  a caftle  are 
clearly  to  be  feen  in  a field  adjoining  the  church.  Afheridge  was  for  a while, 
after  the  diffolution  of  inonafleries,  a royal  palace,  and  was  occafionally  inhabited 
by  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Principal  Land-owners  in  the  County  at  various  Periods. 

When  the  furvey  of  Domefday  was  taken,  the  following  were  the  principal 
land-owners : Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham,  had  41  manors ; the  Bifhop 
of  Baieux,  26  ; the  Bifhop  of  Conflance,  18  j William  Fitz-Anfculf,  anceflor  of  the 
Paganells  and  Somerys,  16;  Earl  Morton,  13;  Milo  Crifpin,  12;  Maigno  Brito, 
founder  of  the  barony  of  Wolverton,  10  ; William  Peverell,  8 ; Geffrey  de  Man- 
deville,  7 ; Robert  D’Oyley  and  Roger  de  Iveri,  each  fix  manors  j Hugh  de 
Bolebec,  and  Judith,  Countefs  of  Northumberland,  each  five  manors ; Lewis 
Neweton,  and  Walter  Fitz-Other,  anceflor  of  the  Windfors,  each  four  manors  j 
Hugh,  Earl  of  Chefler,  Robert  de  Todeni,  Gozelin  Brito,  and  Gilo,  the  brother 
of  Anfculf,  each  three  manors : no  other  perfon  appears  to  have  poffeifed  more  than 
two.  The  Survey  defcribes  very  few  manors  in  Buckinghamfhire  as  belonging  to 
the  church  : there  was  no  religious  houfe  of  any  confequence  at  that  time  in  the 
county.  The  monafleries  of  Weflminfler,  St.  Albans,  Barking,  and  St.  Fridefwide, 
in  Oxford,  had  among  them  feven  manors.  In  procefs  of  time,  many  of  the 
lay-manors  became  annexed  to  various  religious  eflablifhments  of  later  foundation. 
Among  the  very  few  eflates  which  continued  any  length  of  time  in  the  defendants 
of  thofe  families,  who  poffeffed  them  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  may  be 
mentioned  Whitchurch,  fold  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  (Hugh  de  Bolebec’s  repre- 
fentative,)  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; and  Farnham,  alienated  in  1542,  by 
the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury,  who  was  defcended  from  Bertram  de  Verdon1.  Many  of 

k Rot.  Famil.  Ann.  iS  Edw.  I.  in  Turr.  Lond.  1 He  is  not  mentioned  among  the  principal 

land-owners,  having  had  only  the  manor  of  Farnham,  in  this  county,  at  the  time  of  the  furvey. 
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the  manors,  defcribed  in  the  Survey,  were  either  given  to  monafteries,  or  alienated 
in  other  ways,  long  before  the  families  of  the  owners  were  extindl : many  others, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  Bifhops  of  Baieux  and  Conftance,  reverted  to  the  crown, 
were  difpofed  of  by  various  grants,  and  divided  amongft  numerous  families,  whom, 
for  want  of  records  at  that  early  period,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  trace. 

It  may  be  collected  from  ancient  deeds,  ftill  in  exigence,  that  the  Grenvilles  held 
large  landed  property  in  Buckinghamlhire,  about  the  commencement  of  the  1 2th 
century,  under  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham,  with  which  family  they  became 
conne&ed  by  marriage.  The  only  manors  which  have  defcended  from  this  early 
period  to  their  prefent  lineal  reprefentative,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  are  Wotton, 
the  ancient  feat  of  the  family,  Alhendon,  and  Ham.  Grenville’s  manor,  in  Had- 
denham,  was  fold  by  this  family,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth : Policote,  a 
manor  which  was  in  the  family  at  an  early  period,  has  been  re-purchafed ; from 
time  to  time,  other  eftates  have  been  acquired  by  various  purchafes,  to  a great  ex- 
tent, and  it  is  prefumed  that  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  may  now  be  confidered 
as  the  greateft  land-holder  in  the  county. 

Among  the  earlieft  proprietors  of  land  to  be  found  on  record,  fubfequent  to  the 
Norman  furvey,  are  the  Hampdens,  of  whom  the  prefent  Lord  Hampden  is  the 
reprefentative  in  the  female  line ; the  Bloflomvilles  and  Girunds,  whofe  families 
foon  became  extin£t ; the  Paflelews,  who  poflefled  their  eftates  about  1 50  years  j 
the  family  of  Poges,  whofe  landed  property  pafled  by  female  heirs  to  the  families 
of  Molins,  Hungerford,  and  Haftings ; the  Tyringhams,  whofe  eflates  are  now 
enjoyed  by  their  reprefentative,  Mr.  Praed  m j and  the  Chetwodes,  the  Lovetts,  and 
the  Dayrells,  flill  continuing  in  the  male  line,  and  ftill  in  pofleflion  of  the  eftates 
of  their  anceftors.  The  Penns  may  perhaps  be  referred  to  the  fame  period ; their 
eftates  are  now  poflefled  by  Lord  Curzon,  as  reprefentative  in  the  female  line  of 
the  elder  branch.  Mr.  Penn,  of  Stoke,  who  has  conftderable  eftates  in  this  county, 
acquired  by  purchafe,  is  of  a younger  branch  of  the  fame  family. 

Between  the  commencement  of  the  14th  century  and  the  reformation,  the  prin- 
cipal families  who  became  poflefled  of  conftderable  property  in  this  county,  were 
the  Whittinghams,  whofe  eftates  pafled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Verneys,  and  are 
now  for  the  moft  part  the  property  of  Lady  Fermanagh  ; the  Bartons,  and  Fowlers, 
moft  of  whofe  eftates  pafled  afterwards  to  the  Ingletons  and  Tyrrells,  of  whom  Mr. 
Sheppard  of  Thornton  is  now  the  reprefentative ; the  Eyres  of  Burnham,  lately 

m A younger  branch  of  the  Tyringhams  continued  the  male  line  at  Winchenden  till  1735*  ‘ Jane 
Tyringham,  the  heirefs  of  this  branch,  married  Mr.  Beresford,  but,  having  no  iffue,  bequeathed  her  eflates 
to  her  maternal  coulin,  Sir  Francis  Bernard  bart.  father  of  Scrope  Bernard  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor. 
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extinft,  reprefented  in  the  female  line  by  Mr.  Sayer ; the  family  of  Reynes*  long 
ago  extinft  j the  Beauchamps,  and  Cobhams ; the  Cheynes,  whofe  family  con- 
tinued to  poffefs  mod  of  their  edates  in  this  county,  till  the  death  of  Lord  New- 
haven,  in  1728;  the  Buldrodes  and  Brudenells ; the  Lees  of  Quarendon,  whofe 
large  edates  have  been  lately  fold  by  their  reprefentative  Lord  Dillon ; and  the 
Purefoys,  who  became  extindt  in  the  male  line  in  1762,  and  are  now  reprefented  by 
the  Rev.  G.  H.  Purefoy  Jervoife.  The  Lees  of  Moreton  and  Hartwell  became 
pofleffed  of  thofe,  and  other  edates,  which  are  dill  in  the  family,  about  the  clofe 
of  the  15th  century:  about  the  fame  time,  the  Pigotts,  dill  of  Doderfhall,  became 
pofleffed  of  edates  in  Buckinghamlhire,  as  did  alfo  the  Pakingtons,  who  have  lately 
fold  their  property  in  this  county,  where  they  have  long  ceafed  to  have  a refidence. 

Very  foon  after  the  reformation,  the  noble  family  of  Dormer  became  pofleffed  of 
extenfive  landed  property  in  this  county,  mod  of  which  has  paffed  by  marriage 
to  the  Stanhopes : Peterley  continues  dill  in  the  male  line,  being  now  the  property 
of  Lord  Dormer.  About  the  fame  time,  the  Wenmans  became  pofleffed  of  edates 
in  Buckinghamlhire,  which  are  now  veded  in  the  executors  of  the  late  Lord  Wen- 
man,  by  whofe  death  the  title  became  extinft.  The  Fortefcues  became  pofleffed  of 
edates  in  this  county,  about  the  year  1580  ; on  the  death  of  the  lad  baronet  of  that 
family,  they  defcended  to  female  heirs.  The  Bowyers  purchafed  their  edate  at 
Denham  in  1596  ; Denham-Court  dill  continues  in  the  family,  but  Denham-place, 
and  other  confiderable  edates  in  the  neighbourhood,  were  fold,  in  1673,  to  Sir 
Roger  Hill,  and  are  now  the  property  of  his  reprefentative  in  the  female  line,  Ben- 
jamin Way  efq.  The  Drakes,  Borlafes,  and  Dentons,  became  pofleffed  of  edates 
in  the  county,  about  the  year  1600  ; thofe  of  the  Drakes  are  dill  in  the  family  j 
the  edates  of  the  Borlafes  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Warrens,  and  have  been  wholly, 
or  for  the  mod  part,  fold  by  their  reprefentative,  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren,  K.  B. ; 
the  edates  of  the  Dentons  are  now  the  property  of  their  heirefs,  Mrs.  Coke,  mother 
of  T.  Wenman  Coke  efq.  of  Holkham.  About  the  fame  period,  or  foon  after- 
wards, the  Bulbys  of  Addock  (lately  extinft),  the  Palmers  of  Dorney,  the 
Bennets,  Seares  and  Wallers,  fxrd  became  pofleffed  of  edates  in  Buckinghamlhire : 
thofe  of  the  Palmers  are  dill  in  the  family ; thofe  of  the  Bennets  have  defcended 
by  a female  heir  to  the  Marquis  of  Salilbury ; the  Seares  and  Wallers  have  dill 
property  in  the  county.  About  the  clofe  of  the  fevent-eenth  century,  the  Freemans 
purchafed  Fawley  ; the  Dalhwoods  made  purchafes  in  the  county ; the  Grubbs  be- 
came pofleffed  of  the  edates  which  they  now  enjoy,  at  and  near  Horfendon ; and 
the  Lowndes  family  became  pofleffed  of  confiderable  landed  property  in  various 
parts  of  Buckinghamlhire,  which  they  dill  retain.  About  the  beginning  of  the 
lad  century,  Sir  John  Aubrey  inherited  confiderable  edates  in  the  fored  of  Bern- 
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wood,  which  have  puffed  from  one  family  to  another  by  a fucceffion  of  female  heirs 
(without  alienation),  ever  fince  the  Norman  conqueft.  The  Duke  of  Portland  be- 
came poffeffed  of  Bulftrode,  and  his  other  eftates  in  this  county,  about  the  fame 
time,  by  purchafe. 

The  prefent  difpofition  of.  manerial  property,  excepting  in  the  inftances  already 
mentioned,  and  a few  others  perhaps,  which  may  unavoidably  have  efcaped  notice, 
is  among  families  who  have  fettled  in,  or  become  connected  with,  this  county  during 
the  laft  century.  Among  the  principal  land-owners  of  this  defcription,  are  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  poffeffes  by  purchafe,  among  others,  the  eftates  which 
paffed  by  a female  heir,  from  the  ancient  family  of  Goodwin,  to  the  Duke  of 
Wharton  ; and  Lord  Carrington,  who  has  fixed  his  country  feat  at  High-Wycombe, 
and  has  purchafed  feveral  manors  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Nobility  of  the  County , and  Places  which  have  given  Title  to  any  Branch  of  the  Peerage » - 

The  county  of  Buckingham  gave  the  title  of  duke  to  John  Sheffield,  Marquis 
of  Normanby,  who  was  advanced  to  that  high  dignity  in  1703  ; his  fon  Edmund, 
the  fecond  duke,  dying  in  1 736,  unmarried,  the  title  became  extinft,  and  has 
never  fince  been  revived.  In  1746,  John  Lord  Hobart  was  created  Earl  of  Buck- 
inghamfhire,  which  title  is  now  enjoyed  by  his  grandfon. 

The  town"  firft  gave  title  of  earl  to  Walter  Giffard,  who  died  in  1103  : his  fon 
of  the  fame  name  dying  without  iffue  male,  the  title  became  extin£l  y but  Camden 
fays,  that  the  famous  Richard  Strongbow,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  being  defcended 
from  a female  heir  of  the  Giffards,  affumed  it  in  fome  deeds.  Thomas  of  Wood- 
flock,  fixth  fon  of  King  Edward  III.  was  created  Earl  of  Buckingham,  in  1377  ; 
his  fon,  Humphrey  Plantagenet,  fucceeded  to  the  title,  but  died  without  male  iffue. 
Humphrey,  Earl  of  Stafford,  being  fon  of  Edmund,  Earl  of  Stafford,  by  Anne 
Plantagenet  (daughter  of  Thomas  of  Woodftock),  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  1443:  this  title  became  extinct,  by  the  death  and  at- 
tainder of  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  1521.  In  1617,  King 
James  I.  created  his  favourite  George  Villiers,  (who  before  enjoyed  the  titles  of 
Baron  of  Whaddon,  and  Vifcount  Villiers,)  Earl  and  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; the 
following  year  his  mother  was  created  Countefs  of  Buckingham  for  life ; and  in 
1622,  the  marquis  was  advanced  to  the  honourable  title  of  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
which  became  extinct  by  the  death  of  his  fon,  and  has  never  fince  been  revived. 
Earl  Temple  was  created  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  in  1784,  and  Hill  enjoys  that 
honour. 


* Some  fay  the  county. 
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Robert  Bruce  was  created  Earl  of  Aylefbury  in  1663  ; the  title  became  extind  in 
1747,  but  was  revived  in  1 776,  in  the  family  of  Brudenell,  connected  by  marriage 
with  the  Bruces.  Sir  Edward  Henry  Lee  was,  in  1674,  created  Vifcount  Quarendon, 
in  this  county,  and  Earl  of  Litchfield,  which  titles  became  extind  in  1776.  Robert 
Lord  Dormer  was,  in  1628,  created  Vifcount  Afcot  (a  hamlet  of  Wing),  and  Earl 
of  Carnarvon,  which  titles  became  extind  in  1709.  Sir  John  Thompfon  was,  in 
1696,  created  Baron  of  Haverfham;  the  title  became  extind  in  1744.  In  1706, 
Thomas  Lord  Wharton  was  created  Vifcount  Winchendon  (in  Bucks),  and  Earl  of 
Wharton  : thefe  titles  became  extind  by  the  death  of  his  fon,  the  Duke  of  Wharton, 
in  1731.  The  following  peers  and  peerelfes  were,  on  their  elevation  to  that  rank, 
defcribed  as  of  places  in  this  county  : Vifcountefs  Corbet  of  Linchlade,  1679,  (the 
creation  was  for  life  only)  ; Lord  Windfor,  of  Bradenham,  1529,  (extind)  ; Lord 
RufTel,  of  Cheynies,  1 539,  (now  Duke  of  Bedford) ; Lord  Dormer,  of  Wing, 
1615  ; Lord  Villiers,  of  Stoke-Poges,  1619,  (extind);  Lord  Pierrepont,  of  Hanf- 
lape,  1714,  (extind);  Lord  Cadogan,  of  Oakley,  1718;  and  Vifcount  Leinlter, 
of  Taplow,  1727,  (Duke  of  Leinlter  in  Ireland). 

The  time  and  manner  in  which  the  noble  families  of  Grenville,  Bentinck,  Stan- 
hope, Hampden,  and  Curzon,  became  conneded  with  this  county,  has  been  already 
mentioned.  The  Marquis  of  Thomond’s  uncle  fettled  at  Taplow,  in  confequence 
of  a marriage  with  the  heirefs  of  the  Orkney  family,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
laid  century,  purchafed  of  the  Hampfons.  Lord  Bolton's  father  became  conneded 
with  this  county  in  1764,  by  the  purchafe  of  Hedfor,  now  the  feat  of  the  prefent 
Lord  : Lord  Carrington’s  purchafe  has  been  already  mentioned. 

Noblemen's  Seats. 

The  prefent  feats  of  the  nobility  in  Buckinghamlhire  are,  Stowe,  the  magnificent 
manfion  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  ; Wotton,  the  ancient  feat  of  his  anceltors, 
now  an  occafional  refidence  of  his  fon,  Earl  Temple ; Bulltrode,  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land’s ; Taplow,  the  Marquis  of  Thomond’s  ; Hedfor,  Lord  Bolton’s ; Eythorp, 
an  almolt  deferted  manfion  of  the  Earl  of  Chelterfield’s ; Hampden-houfe,  and 
Penn-houfe,  occafional  refidences  of  Lord  Hampden,  and  Lord  Curzon ; Ditton 
Park,  the  late  Earl  of  Beaulieu’s  ; Dropmore,  Lord  Grenville’s ; Wy combe-abbey, 
Lord  Carrington’s ; Hitchendon,  the  Countefs  of  Conyngham’s ; and  Middle- 
Claydon,  Lady  Fermanagh’s.  Peterley-houfe,  an  ancient  manfion  of  Lord  Dor- 
mer’s, is  occupied  by  a tenant ; Allon-Abbots  manor-houfe,  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  Chefterfield,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever  a feat  of  the  family ; Bidlef- 
don,  formerly  a feat  of  the  Verneys,  is  now  the  property  and  refidence  of  George 
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Morgan  efq. ; Latimers  is  now  the  feat  of  Lord  George  Cavendilh,  brother  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonfhire.  Baileys,  the  feat  of  the  late  Lord  Godolphin,  and  lately  in 
the  tenure  of  the  deceafed  Earl  of  Rofslyn,  is  at  prefent  unoccupied  : the  Countefs 
of  Orkney  occupies  Mr.  Dupre’s  houfe,  at  Wooburn. 

Among  the  principal  manfions  of  the  nobility,  which  have  either  been  deflroyed 
or  become  dilapidated,  may  be  reckoned  Afheridge,  the  feat  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Bridgewater,  by  whom  it  was  pulled  down,  and  the  materials  fold  in  the  year  1801  ; 
Cheynies,  the  feat  of  the  noble  family  of  Ruffel ; Cliefden,  a feat  of  the  Earl  of 
Inchiquin,  formerly  of  George  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham  ; Twyford,  of  the 
Wenmans ; Winchendon,  of  the  Duke  of  Wharton’s ; and  Wing,  of  the  noble 
family  of  Dormer.  Cliefden-houfe  was  burnt  down  in  the  year  1795;  Twyford 
and  Wing  have  been  entirely  pulled  down ; the  fmall  remains  of  Winchendon  are 
fitted  up  for  a fteward ; what  remains  of  Cheynie§  is  inhabited  by  a farmer. 

Baronets  extinct  and  exijling. 

The  extind  baronets  of  Buckinghamfhire  are,  Lee,  of  Quarendon,  created  in 
1611,  (afterwards  earl  of  Litchfield  ) ; Dormer  of  Wing,  1615,  (afterwards  Earl 
of  Carnarvon);  Chefter,  of  Chichley,  1619,  (extind  in  1755);  Bennet,  of  Bec- 
hampton,  1627,  f extind  by  the  death  of  the  grantee);  Tyrrell,  of  Thornton, 
1627,  (extind  in  1755);  Lawrence,  of  Iver ; 1628;  Pye,  of  Lekhamfted,  1641, 
(extind  by  the  death  of  the  grantee);  Drake,  of  Shardelows,  1641,  (extind  by 
the  death  of  the  grantee,  in  1669);  Borlafe,  of  Bockmer,  in  Medmenham,  1642, 
(extind  in  1688);  Verney,  of  Middle-Claydon,  1660,  (afterwards  Earl  Verney); 
Smith,  of  Radcliffe,  1661  ; Andrews,  of  Lathbury,  1661  ; Ingoldlby,  of  Len- 
thenborough,  in  Buckingham,  1661  ; Wittewronge,  of  Stanton-Barry,  1662; 
Tyrrell,  of  Hanllape  and  Caftlethorp,  1665  ; More,  of  Maid’s-Morton,  1665,  Cex_ 
find  by  the  death  of  the  grantee) ; Thompfon,  of  Haverlham,  1673,  (afterwards 
Lord  Haverlham);  Seymour,  of  Langley,  1681  ; Jeffreys,  of  Bulftrode,  1681, 
(afterwards  Lord  Jeffreys)  ; Denton,  of  Hillefden,  1699,  (extind  by  the  death  of 
the  grantee). 

The  baronet  branch  of  the  Temple  family,  the  Pakingtons,  the  Hampfons,  and 
the  Parfons  family,  who  were  all  defcribed  as  of  that  county,  when  advanced  to 
the  degree  of  baronet,  have  now  no  refidence  in  Buckinghamlhire. 

Sir  John  Fortefcue,  of  Salden,  who  died  in  1656,  was  created  a baronet  of  Nova 
Scotia:  the  title  became  extind  by  the  death  of  Sir  Francis  Fortefcue,  in  1729. 
The  Longuevilles,  baronets  of  Nova  Scotia,  now  extind,  had  for  many  years  a feat 
at  Wolverton.  The  Clerkes,  now  extind,  who  had  been  many  years  refident  at 
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Hitcham,  quitted  that  place  immediately  after  Sir  John  Clerke  was  created  a baronet 
in  1660:  they  afterwards  refided  for  a confiderable  time  at  Shabbington,  in  this 
county.  The  feats  of  thefe  extindl  baronets  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  either 
pulled  down,  or  become  farm  houfes : Salden,  the  feat  of  the  Fortefcues,  which 
was  a very  magnificent  manfion,  has  experienced  the  former  fate ; Hitcham,  the 
feat  of  the  Clerkes,  is  occupied  as  a fchool ; Shardelows  Hill  belongs  to  a colla- 
teral branch  of  the  Drakes ; Bulltrode  is  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

The  following  baronets  have  ftill  feats  in  the  parifhes  of  which  they  were  de- 
fcribed  in  their  patents  of  creation:  Sir  George  Bowyer,  of  Denham,  i66oand 
1794;  Sir  George  Lee,  of  Hartwell,  1660  ; Sir  John  Dafhwood  King,  of  Halton 
and  Weft-Wycombe,  170 6 ; and  Sir  Jonathan  Lovett,  of  Lifcombe,  in  Soulbury, 
1781.  The  period  when  their  feveral  anceflors  became  connedled  with  this 
county,  has  been  already  mentioned  : it  may  be  added,  that  Sir  Jonathan  Lovett 
is  the  lineal  defcendant  of  William  Lovet,  who  had  eflates  in  Bedfordfhire  and 
Berkfhire,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey ; it  is  not  known  exadlly  at  what 
time  they  became  connedled  with  this  county,  but  they  may  be  traced  by 
family  deeds  as  refident  at  their  prefent  feat  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  Sir  George 
Bowyer  refides  principally  at  Radley,  in  Berkfhire  ; his  father,  the  late  Admiral 
Bowyer,  who  was  created  a bai'onet  in  1794,  fucceeded  to  the  more  ancient  title 
on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother. 

Sir  John  Hort,  when  created  a baronet  in  1 767,  was  defcribed  as  of  Mulfo,  in 
Buckinghamfhire,  but  has  no  feat  there : Sir  Charles  Harcourt  Palmer  has  a feat 
at  Dorney,  which  came  into  his  family  nearly  two  centuries  ago  by  marriage : the 
title  is  of  Kentiih  origin,  and  was  inherited  in  1725,  on  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas 
Palmer,  of  Wingham,  in  that  county,  by  the  Palmers  of  Dorney.  Sir  John 
Aubrey,  of  a Glamorganfhire  family,  inherits  his  feat  at  Dourton,  in  this  county, 
in  confequence  of  the  marriage  of  his  anceflor,  with  the  heirefs  of  that  eflate, 
about  the  year  1700,  as  already  mentioned.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  has  a feat  at 
Simpfon,  in  this  county,  where  he  occafionally  refides : it  came  with  the  manor  of 
that  place  to  his  anceflor,  in  1716,  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  Walden.  The 
anceflor  of  Sir  William  Clayton,  who  has  a feat  at  Harleyford,  near  Marlow,  was 
of  Surrey,  when  created  a baronet  in  1732. 

Sir  Robert  Batefon  Harvey,  an  Irifh  baronet,  has  a feat  at  Langley,  which  he 
purchafed  in  1788. 
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Principal  Gentry  and  their  Seats. 

The  hiftory  and  antiquity  of  families  is  fo  much  conne&ed  with  the  account  of 
landed  property,  that  after  having  fpoken  of  the  land-owners  under  a feparate  head, 
little  remains  to  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft.  Although  Fuller  has  not  made  the  fame 
remark  with  refpeG  to  the  gentry  of  this  county,  which  he  does  in  treating  of 
thofe  of  Bedfordlhire  and  Berklhire,  it  feems  to  be  equally  applicable ; for  the 
family  of  Dayrell  appears  to  be  the  only  one  now  exifting  in  the  male  line,  which 
is  to  be  found  in  the  lift  of  gentry  of  1433,  excepting  the  Grenvilles,  who  have 
been  fince  ennobled,  and  the  Chetwoaes,  who  have  been  created  baronets  : the 
latter,  although  they  retain  their  eftates,  have  long  ceafed  to  be  refident  in  the 
county.  There  are  two  families  of  the  Dayrells  now  exifting  ; the  Dayreils  of 
Lillingftone,  who  were  fettled  there  at  leaft  as  early  as  the  year  1 200,  and  the 
Dayrells  who  were  of  Langport,  in  Stow,  (their  prefent  refidence,)  in  1416.  The 
Coleis,  whofe  name  is  to  be  found  in  the  above-mentioned  lift,  have  lately  become 
extindt  in  the  male  line,  and  are  reprefented  by  Mr.  Stratfold  Colet  or  Coilet,  as 
the  name  is  now  fpelt,  of  Hale-Leys,  in  the  parilh  of  Wendover  : Sir  Henry  Colet, 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  father  of  Dean  Colet,  was  of  this  family.  The  Doyleys, 
a very  ancient  Oxfordlhire  family,  were  of  Greenland-houfe,  in  the  parilh  of 
Hambleden,  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century  : this  manfion  was  demolifhed  in 
the  civil  wars,  fince  which  time,  if  not  before,  a younger  branch  of  the  family 
has  refided  at  Parmour,  in  the  fame  parilh,  now  the  feat  of  John  Doyley  efq. 
Mention  of  moft  of  the  principal  Buckinghamlhire  families,  and  the  time  when 
they  fettled  in  the  county,  will  be  found  under  the  head  already  mentioned*.  The 
following  is  a lift  of  the  principal  feats  of  the  prefent  gentry,  as  far  as  they  could 
be  afcertained  : there  may  be  fome  accidental  omillions. 


Addington,  the  feat  of  the  Hon.  Vere  Poulett. 

Ankerwyke-houfe,  (belonging  to  J.  S.  Harcourt 
efq.)  in  the  occupation  of  John  Crickett  efq. 

A (ton- Abbots,  (belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
field,)  lately  occupied  by  Col.  Freemantle. 

Barley-End  Houfe,  in  Ivinghoe,  the  feat  of 
Mrs.  Lucy. 

Bidiefdon,  late  the  feat  of  the  Verney  family,  now 
of  Geo.  Morgan  efq. 

Bradenham,  - q ,-g  ^ John  Hicks  efq. 

Great  Brickhill,  ' ( g ) P.  D.  Pauncefort  efq. 

Brightwell,  - ( 'jj  j Hon.  Mr.  Irby. 

Eait-Burnham,  w ^ Henry  Sayer  efq. 


Butlers  (in  Wefton- 
Turville), 

Caversfield, 
Chalfont-Houfe, 
Chefham, 
Clifton-Reynes, 
Court-Garden  (Gr'.  r'di 
Marlow),  - j J: 

Danesfield,  (in  Med-  i 
menham), 
Denham-Place, 

Dinton, 

Doderlhall, 


r 


Mrs.  Tompkins. 
Jofeph  Bullock  efq. 
Thomas  Hibbert  efq. 
William  Lowndes  efq. 
Alexander  Small  efq. 

Rich.  Davenport  efq. 

Robert  Scott  efq. 
Benjamin  Way  efq. 
Rev.  Wm.  Goodall. 
William  Pigott  efq. 
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Gayhurlt,  or  Gothurft,  formerly  the  feat  of  the 
Digby  family,  row  of  Mifs  Wrighte,  daughter 
of  the  late  George  Wrighte  efq. 

Gregories,  (in  Beaconsfield),  the  feat  of  Mrs. 
Burke. 

Hall-Barn,  in  Beaconsfield,  (Mr.  Waller’s),  oc- 
cupied by Maxwell  efq. 

Hanflape-Park,  /-Edward  Watts  efq. 

Little-Harwood,  Rev.  Mr.  Langfton 

Horfendon,  - John  Grubb  efq. 

Iver,  - Edward  Bury  efq. 

y ca  V Charles  Clowes  efq. 
r .y  H 

Edmund  Dayrell  efq. 
Manfell  Dawkins 
Manfell  efq. 

Latimers,  -J  1_ Lord  Geo.  Cavendilh. 

Lillies,  (in  Weedon,  a hamlet  of  Hardwick),  in 
the  occupation  of  Edmund  Nugent  efq. 


Langport,(inStow), 

Lathbury, 


Lillingftone-Dayrell- 

Linford, 

Mill-End,  (in  Ham- 
bleden), 

MifTenden  Abbey, 
Newlands,  (in  Chal- 
font  St.  Peter), 
Oak-End,  (in  Iver), 
Oving, 


-Paul  Dayrell  efq. 
Rev.  H.  U.  Uthwat. 


Rev.  John  Hinde. 

V.  g J.01dham0idhamefq._ 

^ I 

I Sir  EI.  T.  Gott  knt. 
j Fr.  Sackv.  Lloyd  efq. 

I Gen.  North.  Hopkins 


Parmoor,  (in  Ham-' 
bledon), 

Richings,  (in  Lang- 
ley), 

Shallelton, 

Shardelows,  (in 
Ameriham), 
Shenley, 

Stockgrove,  (in 
Soulbury), 
Stoke-Park, 

Turville  Park, 
Tyringham, 

The  Vache,(in  Chal- 
font  St.  Giles), 
Wavendon 
Weedon-Lodge,  (in 
Hardwick), 
Weftthorp-Houfe, 
(in  Little-Marlow) 
Wefton-Underwood 
Whaddon-Hall, 
Wilton-Park,  (in 
Beaconsfield), 
Nether-Winchendon 
Window, 


John  Doyley  efq. 
John  Sullivan  efq. 
M.  P. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Purefoy 
Jervoife. 

T.  D.  Tyrwhit 
Drake  efq. 

Rev.  Primatt  Knapp. 


Edward  Hanmer  efq. 
John  Penn  efq. 
Thomas  Butlin  efq. 
William  Praed  efq. 
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George  Pallifer  efq. 
Henry  Hugh  Hoare 
efq. 

JohnTirrel-Morin  efq 


Tho.  Wilkinfon  efq. 
Geo.  Courtenay  efq. 
William  Lowndes  efq. 

James  Dupre  efq. 
Scrope  Bernard  efq. 
^William  Selby  efq. 


Among  the  principal  deferted  or  demolilhed  manfions  of  the  gentry,  in  this 
county,  may  be  reckoned  Raans,  in  Amerlham,  now  a farm  houfe,  formerly  a feat 
of  the  Brudenels,  anceftors  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,  who  had  eftates  in  various 
parts  of  the  county,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; Burfton-Houfe,  in  Afton- 
Abbots,  formerly  the  feat  of  a younger  branch  of  the  Lees,  of  Quarendon ; and 
Altwood-bury,  the  feat  of  the  Cranmers,  (an  extinft  family ,)  both  pulled  down. 


Geographical  and  geological  Defcription  of  the  County. 

This  county  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Northamptonlhire,  on  the  weft  by 
Oxfordlhire,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  by  the  river  Thames,  which  divides  it 
from  Berldhire,  on  the  north-eaft  by  Bedfordfnire  and  Hertforalhire,  and  on  the 
eaft  by  Middlefex. 

The  Agricultural  Survey  of  Buckinghamlhire  defcribes  its  greateft  length  to  be 
about  45  miles,  its  breadth  18  miles,  and  its  circumference  138.'  Its  contents  are 
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calculated  at  518,400  ftatute  acres b.  This  Survey,  printed  in  the  year  1794,  fup- 
pofes  the  number  of  acres,  in  common  fields,  to  have  been  then  91000,  and  the 
wafte  about  6000  : feveral  parifhes  have  been  fince  inclofed  : the  general  nature  of 
the  foil  is  defcribed  to  be  a rich  loam,  ftrong  clay,  chalk,  and  loam  upon  gravel. 
The  neighbourhood  of  the  Chiltern-Hills  is  chalky,  as  their  name  is  fuppofed  to 
imply : thefe  hills  flretch  acrofs  the  county,  from  Bedfordfhire  to  Oxfordfhire, 
forming  a part  of  that  great  chain,  which  extends  from  Norfolk  to  Dorfetfhire  : on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  county,  adjoining  Oxfordfhire,  is  a range  of  hills,  of  the  cal- 
careous ftone,  which  is  to  be  found  parallel  to  the  chalk  hills,  and  at  a few  miles 
diftance,  during  the  greater  part  of  their  courfe.  In  that  part  of  the  county  which 
borders  on  Bedfordfhire,  about  Wavendon,  Broughton,  and  the  Brickhiils,  the  foil 
is  a deep  land : in  this  neighbourhood  is  found  a rich  blue  marl,  ufed  for  manure. 
The  fertility  of  the  vale  of  Aylefbury,  which  lies  under  the  Chiltern-Hills,  is  almoft 
proverbial : Fuller  tells  us,  that  one  field  in  this  vale,  or,  as  he  calls  it,  one  entire 
pafture,  in  the  manor  of  Quarendon,  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Lee,  was  let  at  800I. 
per  annum , yet  the  tenant  complained  not  of  his  bargain : as  the  extent  of  the  field 
is  not  mentioned,  nothing  can  be  learnt  as  to  the  value  of  the  land  in  his  time  : the 
late  report  of  the  ftate  of  agriculture  in  this  county  confirms  what  has  been  faid  of 
the  richnefs  and  fertility  of  the  vale  of  Aylefbury,  which  has  produced  (fay  the 
authors  of  that  report)  fuch  a fyftem  of  indolence  among  the  farmers  of  that  diftritt, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  among  that  induftrious  part  of  the  community,  that,  contented 
with  the  fertility  which  Nature  has  bellowed  upon  their  lands,  they  negledt  every 
artificial  means,  by  which  they  might  be  rendered  more  productive.  The  common 
fields  in  this  vale  are  very  extenfive : the  northern  parts  of  the  county,  where  the 
foil  is  chiefly  clay,  are  more  inclofed  : the  moft  confiderable  commons  in  Bucking- 
hamfhire,  are  Wickham-Heath,  containing  about  1 500  acres ; Iver-Hcath,  containing 
about  1150  acres;  Stoke-Heath,  about  1000;  Fulmer-Heath,  about  600;  and 
Great-Harwood  Common,  about  560.  Wavendon-Heath  was  planted  about  the 
year  1778,  with  Scotch  firs,  by  Francis  Moore  efq.  of  Egginton,  in  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Bedford.  The  authors  of  the  Agricultural  Report,  before  quoted,  tell 
us,  that  this  gentleman  received  the  gold  medal  from  the  Society  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  for  planting  thefe  firs ; that  the  whole  number 
planted  was  5137b;  and  that,  in  1794,  after  having  been  feveral  times  thinned, 
there  remained  17 125  thriving  trees,  from  20  to  28  feet  in  height.  The  appearance 
of  the  heath  (now,  by  purchafe,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford)  has  been 
much  improved  by  thefe  plantations,  and  it  exhibits  fome  very  piClurefque  fcenery. 


h Dr.  Beeke  calculates  the  number  of  acres  at  461,729,  See  his  Obfervations  upon  the  Income  Tax. 
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The  noble  manfion  and  park  of  Woburn-Abbey  are  feen,  perhaps,  to  more  advan- 
tage from  fome  parts  of  this  heath,  than  from  any  other  fpot. 

It  is  faid  by  ancient  hiftorians,  that  this  county  was  formerly  fo  covered  with 
woods  as  to  be  almoft  impaffable,  till  Leofstan,  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  had  feveral  of 
them  cut  down,  becaufe  they  afforded  harbour  for  thieves.  The  whole  of  the  Chiltern 
diftrict  is  faid  to  have  been  a foreft : the  weftern  part,  bordering  on  Oxfordfhire, 
was  occupied  by  the  foreft  of  Bernwood,  which  was  disforefted  in  the  reign  of 
King  James  I.  The  chief  woodlands  are  now  in  that  part  of  the  county  which  lies 
to  the  fouth  of  the  Chiltern-Hills,  of  which  they  occupy  a confiderable  portion. 
Mr.  Langley,  in  his  account  of  the  hundred  of  Uefborough,  publifhed  in  1797, 
fays,  that  there  were  then  7000  acres  of  woodland  in  that  hundred : he  obferves, 
that  the  quantity  was  continually  decreafmg,  the  land  being  cleared  for  cultivation ; 
and  he  fuppofes  that,  in  the  preceding  century,  it  had  been  double : the  hundred 
of  Burnham  abounds  alfo  in  woodland,  particularly  the  parifhes  of  Amerfham  and 
Chefham  : a trad  of  land  on  the  Chiltern-Hills,  extending  from  the  Beacon-Hill,  in 
Ellefborough,  acrofs  the  parifh  of  Little-Kimble  into  that  of  Great-Kimble,  and  con- 
taining more  than  100  acres,  is  covered  with  box-wood,  which  appears  to  be  the 
natural  growth  of  the  foil.  The  neighbourhood  of  Chefham  abounds  with  the  black 
cherry,  chiefly  planted  in  hedge-rows.  The  prevailing  timber  of  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  county  is  beech  ; one  wood  of  which,  in  the  parifh  of  Wycombe,  is  faid  to 
contain  7 co  acres : the  principal  woodland  in  the  northern  part  of  Buckinghamfhire, 
is  Whaddon  Chace,  containing  2200  acres  of  coppices,  interfperfed  with  oak,  afh, 
and  other  timber:  the  reporters  of  the  agricultural  ftate  of  this  county,  in  1794, 
complain,  that  the  young  timber  was  much  deftroyed  by  the  deer,  and  the  com- 
moners’ cattle. 

That  part  of  the  county  which  lies  fouth  of  the  Chiltern,  abounds  with  pleafing 
fcenery,  diverfified  with  hill  and  vale,  arable,  meadow,  and  woodlands,  particularly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Amerfham,  and  the  Miffendens.  Between  Marlow  and 
Henley  the  fcenery  is  rendered  ftill  more  beautiful  by  the  addition  of  the  river 
Thames,  and  the  view  of  its  oppofite  banks : the  fcenery  of  this  county  receives  very 
little  embellifhment  from  church  fteeples : the  fine  fpire  ot  Hmflape,  the  great 
ornament  of  the  north  part  of  the  county,  was  deftroyed  by  lightning  in  1804. 
There  are  now  only  three  (tone  fpires  in  the  county,  Buckingham,  Olney,  and  that 
of  Wotton,  lately  built  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham : fome  fine  old  towers,  in 
the  vale  of  Aylefbury,  have  been  of  late  much  disfigured,  by  having  been  covered 
with  rough-caft  and  white-wafh  : among  the  moft  ftriking  profpects  in  the  county, 
may  be  reckoned  that  from  the  hills  above  Ellefborough,  commanding  a very  ex- 
tenfive  view  of  the  vale  of  Aylefbury  ; and  that  from  a field,  near  Brill,  com- 
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manding  a great  part  of  Oxfordfhire  and  Northamptonfhire  ; but  the  mod:  extenfive 
profpedt,  perhaps,  in  the  county,  is  from  the  tower  of  Penn  Church  : befides  what 
it  commands  of  Buckinghamfhire,  it  extends  into  the  counties  of  Berks,  Oxford, 
Bedford,  Herts,  Effex,  Kent,  Middlefex,  Surrey  ; and,  it  is  fuppofed,  into  fome  parts 
of  Sulfex  and  Northamptonshire.  Lord  Bofton’s  houfe,  at  Hedfor,  commands  a 
very  beautiful  view  over  Windfor  foreft,  and  that  part  of  Buckinghamfhire  which 
borders  on  the  Thames. 


Produce. 

This  county  has  long  been  famous  for  its  produce  of  corn  and  cattle  ; “ Bucking- 
hamfhire bread  and  beef,”  was  an  old  proverb.  Camden  fpeaks  of  the  numerous 
flocks  of  fheep  in  the  vale  of  Aylefbury,  loaded  with  wool,  and  yielding  great 
profit  to  their  owners  ; and  Fuller  tells  us  that  the  biggeft  bodied  Sheep  in  England 
were  bred  in  this  vale,  where  it  was  common  in  his  time  (1660)  to  give  iol.  or 
more  for  a ram.  The  authors  of  the  Agricultural  Report  of  this  county,  give  a 
very  different  account  of  the  prefent  flate  of  fheep-farming  in  this  diftrift,  which 
they  obferve  is  not  likely  to  be  improved,  as  grazing  and  dairy-farming  feem  to  be  the 
more  favourite  purfuits.  They  obferve  farther,  that  the  lands  are  very  fubjeft  to  the 
rot,  which  prevents  improvement,  by  the  introducing  of  new  breeds.  Great  num- 
bers of  oxen  are  fed  in  the  vale  of  Aylefbury,  for  the  Smithfield  markets  ; calves 
in  great  numbers  are  brought  from  the  northern  parts  of  the  county,  in  which  they 
are  bred,  to  Aylefbury  market,  where  they  are  purchafed  by  the  farmers  of  the 
Chiltern,  particularly  fuch  as  live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chefham  and  Amerfham, 
by  whom  they  are  fattened  for  the  markets  of  the  metropolis.  The  dairies  in  the 
vale  furnifh  large  quantities  of  butter,  by  contrail,  to  the  London  dealers.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aylefbury  they  are  famous  for  rearing  ducks  very  early  in  the 
Spring,  which  are  fent  to  London,  and  fold  at  a high  price. 

Natural  History. 

FoJJils.-— -This  county  produces  no  minerals  of  any  value.  At  Wavendon, 
on  the  borders  of  Bedfordfhire,  are  the  celebrated  fullers-earth  pits,  one  of 
which  is  now  only  occafionally  worked,  in  a clofe  fliaft.  Mr.  Pennant,  on  his 
journey  from  Chefter,  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a large  pit,  which  had  been 
excavated  to  a confiderable  extent,  and  was  open  at  the  top.  He  thus  defcribes 
the  Jirata : “ the  beds  over  the  marl  are  firft  feveral  layers  of  reddifh  fand,  to  the 
thicknefs  of  fix  yards  ; then  fucceeds  a Jiratum  of  fand-ftone,  of  the  fame  colour, 
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beneath  which,  for  feven  or  eight  yards  more,  the  fand  is  again  continued  to  the 
fullers  earth,  the  upper  part  of  which,  being  impure,  or  mixed  with  fand,  is  flung 
aflde  ; the  reft  taken  up  for  ufe.  The  earth  lies  in  layers,  under  which  is  a bed  of 
rough  white  free-ftone,  and  under  that,  fand,  beyond  which  the  labourers  have 
never  penetrated.”  The  pits  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Afpley-Guife,  in  Bed- 
fordlhire,  have  not  been  worked  for  many  years.  The  fale  for  this  earth  from  the 
Wavendon  pits,  has  of  late  much  diminifhed,  the  dealers  having  got  into  a practice 
of  procuring  earth  of  an  inferior  quality,  from  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
they  fell  as  the  produce  of  this  neighbourhood. 

The  Survey  of  Domefday  mentions  fome  falt-works  at  Rifborough  ; there  are  no 
mineral  waters  of  any  note  in  the  county.  There  was  formerly  one  of  fome  repute 
at  Cuddington,  but  it  is  not  now  known. 

Very  few  extraneous  foflils  are  to  be  feen  in  this  county,  except  in  the  ffratum  of 
calcareous  (lone  before  mentioned,  and  which  runs  through  the  part  of  this  county 
adjoining  Oxfordfhire.  Woodward  mentions  Bivalves , found  at  and  near  Quainton3 
and  Dintonb,  and  near  Aylefburyc ; and  Echini , near  Amerfhamd,  on  Raifbury 
(Wyrardifbury  e ) Common,  and  near  Marlowf ; Ammonites , near  Ellefboroughg ; 
and  Belemnites , near  Lillingftone-Dayrell h.  The  fame  author  alfo  mentions  JEtites- 
Geodcs , from  Eilefborough'j  and  Rhomboidal  Selenita , in  clay,  near  Long- Crendon*. 
A ftriated  fpecies  of  Nautilus  is  found  in  great  abundance,  and  frequently  of  a 
very  large  fize,  in  the  yellow  lime-flone  near  Dinton,  with  other  extraneous 
foflils. 

Rare  Plants. — The  only  very  rare  plant  known  to  the  botanifls,  as  indigenous  to 
this  county,  is  the  Dentaria  bulbifera , which  being  peculiar  to  the  fouth-eafl  corner  of 
Buckinghamfhire,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Middlefex,  grows  abundantly  in  fome 
of  the  beech-woods  of  that  diftrict.  Very  few  of  the  plants  which  are  enumerated 
as  rare,  in  the  lift  annexed  to  Camden’s  Britannia,  deferve  that  epithet : among 
the  more  rare  of  them  are  the  Dianthus  caryophyllus , the  Ophrys  mufcifera , the 
Paris  quadr  folia,  the  Hieracinm  murorum , the  Melampyrum  criftatum , and  the 
fafione  montana.  The  Ajlragalus  glycyphyllus  has  been  obferved  growing  abun- 
dantly in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wolverton  and  Haverfham. 

* Vol.  I.  p.  42.  f.  125.  ib.  p.  53.  f.  432.  54.  f.  442.  k Vol.  II.  p.  43.  a.  69.  a.  73.  a.  62. 

and  a.  87.  c Ib.  a.  63.  a.  70.  a.  95.  p.  45.  a.  96.  p.  47.  c.  25.  6 Ibid.  p.  48.  d.  4. 

' Ibid.  d.  4.  1 Ibid.  d.  16.  ! Page  93.  b.  1.  *“  Page  74.  i.  e.  * Page  102.  d.  2. 

* P.  104.  h.  1. 
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Rivers. 

The  river  Thames  is  the  boundary  and  chief  ornament  of  the  fouthern  part  of 
Buckinghamfhire,  which  it  divides  from  Berkfhire,  during  a courfe  of  about  28 
miles ; from  about  a mile  north  of  Henley  bridge,  to  the  conflux  of  the  farthed 
dream  of  the  Colne  ; paffing  Medmenham,  Great-Marlow,  Hedfor,  Taplow,  Bove- 
ney,  Eton,  and  Datchet. 

The  Colne,  for  a courfe  of  about  14  miles,  is  the  eadern  boundary  of  this 
county,  feparating  it  from  Middlefex : it  paffes  near  Denham  and  Iver ; through 
Colnbrook,  to  which  it  gives  name ; and  near  Horton  and  Wyrardifbury ; falling 
into  the  Thames  between  Ankerwyke  and  Staines.  The  Colne  produces  trout,  and 
various  other  fifh. 

The  Thame,  as  its  courfe  is  defcribed  in  the  bed:  maps,  appears  to  be  formed  of 
a junction  of  fmall  dreams,  two  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  which  join  near 
Quarendon  ; one  of  thefe  dreams  rifes  near  Stewkley,  in  this  county,  and  runs  near 
Cublington  and  Hardwick ; the  other  rifes  in  Hertfordfhire,  and  for  a fhort 
didance  is  a boundary  between  the  two  counties,  near  Marfworth  : it  then  erodes  a 
nook  of  Hertfordfhire,  and  enters  Buckinghamfhire,  paffing  near  Hulcot,  and 
under  Rowffiam  bridge.  Some  other  brooks  join  thefe  -anited  rivulets  before  they 
reach  Eythorp,  where  they  become  altogether  a confiderable  dream,  and  acquire 
the  name  of  a river.  From  Eythorp,  the  Thame  pades  by  Nether-Winchendon, 
Cherfley,  and  Nutley  Abbey,  to  the  town  of  Thame,  in  its  courfe  from  which 
place  it  is  for  a few  miles  the  boundary  between  Oxfordfhire  and  Buckinghamfhire, 
paffing  by  Shabbington  and  Ickford  ; a little  beyond  the  lad-mentioned  village,  it 
enters  Oxfordfhire ; its  courfe  through  this  county  having  been  about  thirty  miles, 
whether  you  follow  one  of  the  dreams  to  its  rife  near  Stewkley,  or  the  other  to  the 
borders  of  Hertfordfhire. 

The  mouth  of  the  river  Thame  having  been  choaked  up,  and  the  channel  nar- 
rowed for  want  of  cleanfing,  two  commiffions  of  fewers  were  idued  in  the  early  part 
of  the  lad  century,  but  nothing  edetlual  was  done  in  coniequence  of  difputes  be- 
tween the  commiffioners  and  land-owners.  The  nuifance  having  at  length  fo  far 
increafed,  that  the  neighbouring  part  of  Buckinghamfhire  frequently  exhibited  the 
appearance  of  a lake  for  months  together,  a new  commidion  was  fued  out  in  1797, 
under  which  the  objefl  fo  long  defired  has  been  ede&ed  by  removing  obdruflions, 
and  redoring  the  ancient  channel.  The  hay  harved  is  now  fecured  from  rifle,  and 
the  adjacent  country  rendered  more  falubrious.  The  river  Thame  abounds  with 
eels,  which  are  claimed  by  the  king  ; its  other  fifh  are  principally  pike,  perch,  chub, 
roach,  and  gudgeons. 
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The  courfe  of  the  Gufe  through  Buckinghamshire,  or  as  a boundary  to  it,  is  very 
circuitous,  being  little  lefs  than  50  miles.  It  firft  becomes  a boundary  to  this  county 
in  the  parifh  of  Turwefton,  near  Brackley,  feparating  it  from  Northamptonfhire, 
and,  having  palled  Weflbury,  for  a few  miles  divides  Buckingham  (hire  and  Oxford- 
lhire  : it  then  enters  this  county  at  Water-Stratford,  pafling  near  Radclift'e,  to  Buck- 
ingham ; from  thence  to  Thornton,  a little  beyond  which  it  becomes  again  for  a 
few  miles  a boundary  between  Buckinghamfhire  and  Northamptonfhire,  pafling  near 
Beachampton  to  Stony -Stratford,  a little  beyond  which  it  enters  the  county  a fecond 
time,  and  paffes  near  Wolverton,  Haverfham,  Stanton-Barry,  Linford-Parva,  and 
Lathbury,  to  Newport-Pagnell ; from  thence,  between  Gayhurfl  and  Tyringham, 
to  Olney,  leaving  Stoke- Goldington,  Ravenfton,  and  Wefton-Underwood,  on 
the  left : from  Olney  it  runs  by  Clifton-Reynes,  and  Newton-BlofTomville ; and, 
pafling  between  Brayfield  and  Turvey,  forms,  for  a fhort  diftance,  a boundary  between 
Bedfordfhire  and  Buckinghamfhire,  after  which  it  quits  this  county  near  Snelfon,  in 
the  parifh  of  Lavendon. 

We  are  told  that  the  following  fifh,  of  a remarkable  fize,  were  recorded  on 
the  kitchen  walls  of  the  old  manor-houfe,  at  Tyringham,  (now  pulled  down,)  as 
having  been  caught  in  the  river  Oufe,  in  this  county  : a carp,  in  1648,  meafuring 
2 feet  9 inches  in  length  ; a pike,  in  1658,  3 feet  7 inches  in  length  ; a bream 
2 feet  3f  inches;  a falmon,  3 feet  10  inches;  a perch,  2 feet;  and  a (had,  in 
16 83,  1 foot  11  inches1.  Salmon,  carp,  and  fhad,  are  not  in  general  reckoned 
amongft  the  fifh  of  the  Oufe. 

The  Oufel  is  a boundary  between  Bedfordfhire  and  Buckinghamfhire,  from 
Eaton-Bray  to  Linchlade,  near  Leighlon-Bufard ; where,  entering  this  county,  it 
runs  near  Stoke-Hamond,  and  Water-Eaton,  to  Fenny-Stratford  ; thence  by  Simp- 
fon,  Walton,  the  two  Woolffcons,  and  Willien,  to  Newport-Pagnell,  where  it  falls 
into  the  Oufe.  Its  courfe,  as  connected  with  this  county,  (being  almoft  from  its 
fource,)  is  nearly  thirty  miles.  This  river  is  remarkable  for  fine  perch,  pike,  and 
bream. 

The  river  Wick,  or  Wyke,  rifes  at  Weft- Wycombe,  where  it  ornaments  the 
grounds  of  Sir  John  Daflnwood  King ; from  thence,  pafling  by  High-Wycombe, 
and  through  Lord  Carrington’s  grounds,  it  runs  by  the  village  of  Wooburn,  and 
falls  into  the  Thames,  near  Hedfor : this  little  river  produces  trout  and  other  fifh. 


Navigable  Canals. 

The  Grand  Junftion  Canal  enters  Buckinghamfhire  near  Wolverton,  where  it  is 
carried  acrofs  the  valley  over  the  river  Oufe,  which  is  here  the  boundary  of  the  county, 
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by  an  aquedinft  of  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  in  length  : it  paffes  near  Linford- 
Magna,  leaving  Newport  Pagnell  on  the  north  ; by  the  Woolftons,  Woughion,  and 
Simpfon,  to  Fenny-Stratford  ; thence  leaving  Stoke-Hamond,  Soulbury  and  Linch- 
lade,  on  the  weft,  it  follows  the  courfe  of  the  river  Oufe  to  Grove,  leaving 
Leighton-Bufard,  in  Bedforddiire,  on  the  eaft,  and  afterwards  leaves  Cheddington 
on  the  weft,  and  Slapton,  Ivinghoe,  and  Marlworth  on  the  eaft : near  the  laft- 
mentioned  place  it  quits  the  county. 

In  the  year  1794,  an  a£t  of  parliament  paffed  for  making  cuts  from  the  towns  of 
Aylefbury,  Buckingham,  and  Wendover,  to  communicate  with  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal. 

Roads. 

The  great  road  from  London  to  Chefter  and  Holyhead  enters  Buckinghamlhire 
between  the  41ft  and  43d  mile-ftones,  (in  the  courfe  of  the  ancient  Watling-Street,) 
and  palling  through  Little-Brickhill,  Fenny-Stratford,  Shenley,  and  Stony-Stratford, 
quits  the  county  at  Old-Stratford,  near  the  53d  mile-ftone.  The  great  road  to 
Liverpool  enters  this  county  near  the  43d  mile-ftone,  about  a mile  beyond  the 
town  of  Woburn,  and  paffes  through  Wavendon,  Broughton,  Newport-PagnelJ, 
and  Lathbury,  between  Gayhurft  and  Tyringham,  and  through  Stoke-Goldington, 
about  two  miles  beyond  which  it  enters  Northamptonftnre,  between  the  57th  and 
58th  mile-ftones.  The  road  from  London  to  Oxford,  Bath,  &c.  enters  this  county 
at  Colnbrook,  and,  palling  through  Slough,  quits  it  at  Maidenhead  bridge.  The 
other  road  to  Oxford  (commonly  called  the  Wycombe  road)  enters  Buckingham- 
lhire juft  beyond  Uxbridge,  and  paffes  through  Beaconsfield,  High-Wycombe,  and 
Weft-Wycombe,  quitting  the  county  near  Stokenchurch,  a little  beyond  the  37th 
mile-ftone.  The  road  from  London  to  Banbury  quits  the  Wycombe  road  at  the 
x 8th  mile-ftone,  and  paffes  through  the  two  Chalfonts,  Amerlham,  the  two  Miffen- 
dens,  Wendover,.  Aylefbury,  Hardwick,  Whitchurch,  Window,  Adftock,  Pad- 
bury,  Buckingham,  and  Tingewick  ; a little  beyond  the  laft-mentioned  place,  after 
palling  the  60th  mile-ftone,  it  enters  Northamptonlhire.  The  ancient  courfe  of  the 
road  from  Aylelbury  to  Buckingham  left  Hardwick,  Whitchurch,  and  Window  on 
the  right ; palling  through  Eaft-Claydon,  and  between  Steeple-Claydon  and  Padbury, 
as  appears  by  Ogilby’s  roads  of  England  and  Wales,  publilhed  in  1736.  The 
turnpike  road  from  Buckingham  to  Brackley  paffes  by  Shallefton  and  Weftbury. 
The  road  from  London  to  Aylefbury,  through  Tring,  enters  Buckinghamlhire, 
between  the  32d  and  33d  mile-ftones,  and,  paffmg  through  Afton-Clinton,  joins 
the  other  road  near  Aylelbury.  The  road  from  Reading  to  Ware,  in  Ilertfordlhire, 
enters  this  county  a little  beyond  Henley,  and  continues  along  the  banks  of  the 
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Thames  through  Medmenham  to  Great-Marlow;  thence  to  High-Wycombe ; over 
Wycombe  heath  to  Amerfham  ; and  over  Amerfham  common  to  Cheynies  ; a little 
beyond  which  it  enters  Hertfordfhire.  A turnpike  road  from  Aylefbury  to  Bicefler 
paffes  through  Fleet-Mai  fton,  and  Waddcfdon,  quitting  the  county  juft  beyond 
Ludgerfhall  common.  From  Newpoit-Pagnell  a turnpike  road  paffes  through 
Sherrington  and  Emberton  to  Oiney ; and  thence,  through  Cold-Brayfield,  to- 
wards Bedford.  Another  road,  palling  through  Wefton-Underwood,  connects  Oiney 
with  the  Northampton  road. 

The  road  from  Newport-Pagnell  to  Bedford,  palling  through  Chicheley  and 
Aft  wood,  which  was  formerly  the  principal  road  from  Oxford  to  Cambridge,  and 
the  route  of  the  judges  on  the  midland  circuit,  is  ftill  fo  deferibed  in  the  Itineraries ; 
but  it  has  been  many  years  negle&ed  and  difufed,  and  is  now  quite  impaffable  for 
carriages. 

In  1795,  a new  line  of  turnpike-road  was  projected  from  Weft-Wycombe, 
through  Princes-Rifborough,  into  the  Aylefbury  road  near  Wendover.  That  end 
of  it  which  paffes  through  Weft-Wycombe  and  Bradenham  has  been  completed  ; 
and  feveral  new  pieces  of  road  have  been  made  in  the  parilhes  of  Rifborough  and 
Kimble:  the  reft  remains  incomplete.  In  1801,  an  act  of  parliament  was  paffed 
for  making  a new  road  from  London  to  Windfor,  through  Datchet,  to  quit  the 
Bath  road  near  Longford,  and  pafs  through  Horton  to  Datchet. 

Manufactures. 

Fuller  fays,  that  bone  lace  (an  obfolete  term  for  thread  lace)  was  made  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Oiney ; but  that  Buckingham  (hire  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a 
manufacturing  county,  “ more  people  living  by  the  lands  than  the  hands.”  It  is  to  ' 
be  prefumed,  that  the  lace  manufacture  has  been  much  extended  fince  Fuller’s  time3, 
as  it  is  now  pretty  general  in  mod  parts  of  the  county : it  is  ftill  carried  on  to  a 
great  extent  in  and  about  Oiney,  where  veils,  and  other  lace  of  the  finer  fort,  are 
made,  and  great  fortunes  are  faid  to  be  acquired  by  the  faCtors.  Lace-making  is, 
in  no  part  of  the  county,  fo  general  as  at  Iianflape,  and  in  its  immediate  vicinity ; 
but  it  prevails  for  15  or  20  miles  round,  in  every  direction.  At  Hanflape  not 
fewer  than  800,  out  of  a population  of  1275,  were  employed  in  it,  in  the  year  1801  : 
children  are  there  put  to  the  lace  fchools,  at  or  foon  after  five  years  of  age ; at 
eleven  or  twelve  years  of  age,  they  are  able  to  maintain  themfelves  without  afliftance  : 

3 Although  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  rr.anufafture  has  very  much  increafed  within  the  laft  cen- 
tury, yet  ftill  the  majority  of  the  county  are  to  be  confidered  as  labourers  in  hufbandry.  It  appears, 
by  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  Population  Aft,  in  1S01,  that  there  were,  at  that  time, 
25,083  perfons  employed  chiefly  in  agriculture;  and  20,138  in  trade,  manufaftures,  and  handicraft. 
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both  boys  and  girls  are  taught  to  make  it ; and  fome  men,  when  grown  up,  follow 
no  other  employment : others,  when  out  of  work,  find  it  a good  refource,  ard  can 
earn  as  much  as  the  generality  of  day-labourers : the  lace  made  at  Hanflape  is  from 
6d.  to  two  guineas  a yard  in  value.  It  is  calculated,  that  from  8000I.  to  iooocl. 
neat  profit  is  annually  brought  into  this  parifh  by  the  lace  manufacture. 

The  manufa&ure  of  paper  has  been  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wycombe- 
for  more  than  a century,  and  there  are  now  feveral  mills  on  the  Wvke,  which  are 
employed  for  that  purpofe. 

ANTIQUITIES^. 

Roman  Remains. — Very  few  Roman  remains  have  been  difcovered  in  Bucking- 
hamfhire : a Mofaic  pavement  and  Roman  coins  were  found  at  High-Wycombe, 
in  Lord  Shelbourne’s  grounds,  in  the  year  1722  b ; a Roman  veffel  and  coins  were 
found  in  digging  a cellar  in  the  High-Street  there  ; and  Roman  coins,  and  other 
remains,  in  Defborough  field,  near  the  fame  place : coins  have  alfo  been  found 
near  Princes-Rifborough  ; Ellefborough,  and  Fenny-Stratford,  in  a place  called" 
the  Auld-fields,  where  alfo  foundations  of  buildings  have  been  dug  up : an  am- 
phora was  found  feveral  years  ago  in  a fand-pit,  on  Wavendon-Heath c 5 and  a 
fmail  glafs  veffel,  and  fome  fpear  heads,  near  Dinton,  in  1769  b 

1 

Roman  Roads  and  Stations , ( communicated  by  the  Bijkop  of  Cloyne.J — C£  The 
Roman  flations,  in  this  county,  are  little  better  afcertained  than  thofe  in  Berkfhire, 
but  the  roads  are  traced  with  more  eafe  and  certainty. 

“ The  Ikening-Street  enters  its  eaftern  borders  near  Edlefborough,  flill  preferving 
its  courfe  on  the  edge  of  the  Downs,  leaves  Pitflon  clofe  on  its  right,  and  Tring 
on  its  left ; then  palling  Drayton  on  the  right,  and  eroding  the  high  road  from 
Aylefbury  to  London  near  the  33d  mile-done,  leaves  Halton  to  the  right,  and 
proceeds  to  Wendover,  through  which  it  paffes ; after  which,  leaving  Ellefborough 
Church  and  Kimble-Magna  on  the  right,  it  runs  through  Afcot,  goes  at  the  foot  of' 
Whiteleaf  Crofs,  and  keeps  both  Monks-Rifborough  and  Princes-Rifborough  on 
its  right;  making,  in  this  part  of  its  courfe,  a very  remarkable  bend,  in  order  to 
keep  on  the  high  ground6:  it  then  paffes  through  Calverton ; and,  recovering  its - 

v See  Langley’s  Hiftory  of  the  Hundred  of  Defborough,  p.  29.  This  pavement  was  faid  to  have 
been  “ diverfified  with  a great  variety  of  works,  and  in  the  centre  the  figure  of  a wild  beaft,  &c.” 
Ibid.  p.  30.  c See  fig.  4.  in  the  plate  at  p.  24.  i See  Archaeology,  vol.  X.  p.  169.. 

c There  is  a road  running  nearly  parallel  with  this,  under  the  Chiltern  Hills,  called  by  the  country 
people,  the  “ Lower  Acknell  Way.” 
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former  line  near  Saunderton,  which  it  leaves  on  the  right,  enters  Oxfordfhire 
near  Chinner.  In  this  county,  as  in  that  of  Bedford,  it  paffes  many  camps  and  earth- 
works, of  various  forts,  on  the  hills  ; but,  unlike  the  roads  which  are  known  to  be 
Roman,  never  bends  towards  them,  or  feems  to  have  any  connexion  with  them. 

tc  The  Watling-Street  enters  the  county  with  the  modern  Irifh  road,  at  the  42d 
mile-ftone,  and  proceeds,  perfedly  ftraight,  through  Brickhill,  Fenny-Stratford,  and 
Stony-Stratford,  at  which  lafh  town  it  erodes  the  Oufe  into  Northamptonfhire : all 
traces  of  the  Roman  caufeway  are,  of  courfe,  obliterated  by  the  prefent  turnpike  road  ; 
but  no  doubt  feems  to  be  entertained  of  its  line,  whatever  difference  of  opinion 
there  may  be  in  determining  the  fite  of  the  itinerary  ftations  upon  it. 

“ The  Akeman-Street,  which  formed  a connexion  between  the  fouthern  parts  of 
Wales  and  the  more  eaftern  counties  of  England,  runs,  as  we  have  before  obferved 
in  fpeaking  of  its  courfe,  through  Bedfordshire,  in  an  intermediate  direction  between 
the  two  Britifh  trackways,  the  Ikeneld  and  the  Rykneld ; and,  although  it  is  our 
intention  to  fpeak  more  fully  of  it,  as  we  can  then  do  with  more  certainty,  when 
we  treat  of  it  in  the  counties  of  Glouceffer  and  Oxford,  yet  we  muff  again  remark, 
how  impoffible  it  is  for  even  a carelefs  obferver  not  to  notice  its  general  bearing, 
on  looking  at  thofe  parts  of  it  which  ftill  remain  perfect,  near  its  eaftern  and  weftern 
extremities.  The  names  given  to  our  ancient  roads,  in  maps,  are  but  little  regarded 
by  well-informed  topographers ; as  the  furveyors  or  engravers,  in  many  counties, 
have  affixed,  without  care  or  knowledge,  the  peculiar  titles  of  the  Britifh  or  Roman 
ways  to  any  road  which  happened  to  approach  them ; thus,  in  the  common  maps, 
the  name  of  the  Akeman-Street,  has  been  given  to  a vicinal  way,  leading  from 
Avlefbury  into  Oxfordfhire,  in  a diredion  totally  different  to  the  bearing  of  the 
Akeman-Street,  in  any  part  of  its  courfe  : the  name  of  Watling-Street  to  the  road 
leading  from  Bunftable  to  Woburn : and  the  Roman  road  from  Cricklade  to 
Spene,  though  it  ftill  continues  viftble  and  highly  raifed,  on  the  limits  of  Wilts  and 
Berks,  is  reprefented  in  all  the  maps  as  running  far  to  the  right  by  Albourn. 
I could  mention  miftakes  equally  glaring  in  our  modern  Surveys,  and  fometimes  in 
the  writings  of  our  moft  refpedable  antiquaries,  as  Leland,  &c.  who,  through  in- 
advertence, frequently  give  to  a vicinal  road,  leading  to  a principal  ftreetway,  the 
name  of  that  ftreetway  itfelf,  although  it  may  happen  to  be  in  a very  different 
diredion.  With  refped  to  the  real  courfe  of  the  Akeman-Street,  in  this  county, 
while  fome  adopt  the  conjedure  of  Stukeley,  that,  in  its  way  from  Alcefter,  it  paffed 
not  far  from  Winflow,  and  then  by  Fenny-Stratford : there  are  others,  whofe 
opinion  I prefer,  who  fuppofe  it  went  to  the  north  of  this  route,  by  Hide-Lane,  near 
Buckingham,  Stony-Stratford,  Stanton,  Newport,  and  Bedford,  to  Sandy. 
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iC  The  road  which  is  falfely  named  the  Akeman-Street,  in  our  prefent  maps, 
appears  to  have  come  from  Bicefter,  in  a line  with  the  modem  turnpike,  towards 
the  Berry-fields,  near  Aylefbury,  and  may  have  been  part  of  a Roman  road,  leading 
from  Alcefter  to  Verulam  or  London. 

“ Another  road,  proceeding  from  the  camp  at  Alcefter,  went,  on  the  very  north- 
wefterly  borders  of  this  county,  in  a direct  line  through  Bicefter ; and,  leaving 
Stratton-Audley  to  the  right,  patted  by  Newton-Pricell  and  Finmore,  in  Oxfordlhire  j 
crofted  the  road  from  London  to  Banbury,  near  the  61ft  mile-ftone  ; went  through 
Water-Stratford,  and  feems  to  have  ran  near  Stowe,  in  its  way  to  Towcefter. 

c<  It  is  alfo  mentioned  by  fome  writers,  that  traces  of  a Roman  road,  under  the 
ufual  name  of  the  Portway,  are  found  about  Stone  and  Hartwell,  to  the  weft  of 
Aylefbury  : if  we  had  any  good  reafon  for  fuppofing,  with  Stukeley,  that  Thame  was 
the  Roman  town  of  Tamefis,  we  fhould  not  be  furprifed  to  find  a road  in  fuch  a 
direction  ; but  as  Stukeley’s  idea  is  founded  on  nothing  more  than  the  refemblance 
of  the  name,  and  as  the  bearing  of  the  road  itfelf  is  not  defcribed  to  us,  it  is  im- 
pofiible  to  fpeak  of  it  with  any  certainty. 

“ The  Roman  ftations  in  this  county,  from  the  few  vifible  remains,  appear  ahnoft 
as  difficult  to  fix  as  the  roads ; but  the  diftances,  in  the  iters  of  Antonine  and 
Richard,  correfpond  fo  exaCtly,  that,  by  following  them,  we  cannot  err  much  from 
the  ancient  fites : at  the  diftance  of  12  miles  from  Verulam , was  the  ftation  of 
Durocobriva,  or  Forum  Diana , which  we  have  before  mentioned  to  be  at  Dunftable  ; 
and  1 2 miles  farther  we  find  Magiovintum , which  will  fall  certainly  within  the  limits 
of  Buckinghamfhire  j and  if  we  attend  to  the  diftance  on  the  road,  precifely  at 
Fenny-Stratford  : then  proceeding.  1 7 miles  farther,  we  arrive  at  Towcefter,  in  Nor- 
thamptonfhire,  which  muft  have  been  Ladodorum.  This  interpretation  makes  the 
ftations,  on  the  road  between  the  two  certain  points  of  Verulamium  and  Vennona , 
agree  perfectly  with  the  pofitions  afligned  them  in  the  itinerary ; and  it  receives 
very  ftrong  confirmation  from  the  remains  of  the  Roman  ftation  (till  exifting,  near 
Fenny-Stratford.  The  fite  of  this  ftation  is  called  the  Auld  fields,  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  prefent  village,  and  is  on  a fmall  elevation,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  rivulet : it  is  the  very  pofition  likely  to  have  been  ehofen  by  the  Romans ; and 
coins,  and  foundations  of  buildings,  have  been  dug  up  there  in  abundance ; 
Browne  Willis  had  many  of  the  former  in  his  pofteftion. 

“ In  treating  of  the  weftern  part  of  this  county,  Camden  mentions  a Roman  town, 
which  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  the  Danes,  in  914,  at  a place,  called 
the  Burgh-PIill,  and  by  contraction  the  Brill ; and  adds,  that  Roman  coins  were  found 
there  in  his  time  ; which,  though  doubted  by  Kennet  in  his  Parochial  Antiquities,  is 
confirmed  by  Gale’s  MS.  with  the  obfervation,  that  fuch  coins  are  called  bdmbreh , 
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in  the  neighbourhood  ; and  as  this  feems  to  infer,  that  thefe  marks  of  a R cm  an 
town  have  been  found  commonly,  and  in  abundance,  it  requires  fome  examination  : 
the  prefent  inhabitants,  however,  have  no  knowledge  of  any  coins,  or  other  marks 
of  antiquity,  having  been  difcovered  in  the  parifh  ; and  the  mere  exigence  of  an 
ancient  camp  is  by  no  means  fufficient  to  eftablifh  the  hypothecs  of  Camden.” 

Church  Architecture. — The  church  firft  entitled  to  notice,  in  this  county,  on 
account  of  its  antiquity  and  curiofity,  is  Stewkley,  which  is  one  of  the  moft  complete 
fpecimens  of  Saxon  architecture  we  have  remaining ; no  part  of  it,  internally  or 
externally,  having  been  altered,  or  materially  defaced,  nor  have  any  additions  been 
made  to  it,  except  the  porch  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  the  pinnacles  of  the  tower.  The 
form  of  this  church  is  oblong,  94  feet  in  length  withinfide,  including  the  chancel. 
The  nave  is  21  feet  8 inches  in  width  : the  chancel  has  a vaulted  ceiling,  the  groins' 
of  which  are  diagonal,  and  ornamented  with  the  zig-zag  moulding  : the  eaft  window 
is  fmall  and  round-headed,  as  are  all  the  windows  of  this  church  : there  appears  to- 
have  been  originally  a very  highly-pitched  roof  over  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  chancel, 
forming  an  upper  Tory,  which  appears  to  have  exifted  in  feverai  churches,  evidently 
built  about  the  fame  time  : a fquare  rnafhve  tovrer,  the  upper  part  of  which  has,  on 
every  fide,  a row  of  fmall  pillars,  and  interlaced  circular  arches,  divides  the  chancel 
from  the  nave : under  t\he  tower  are  two  arches,  highly  enriched  with  zig-zag 
mouldings  and  grotefque  heads.  The  weft  front  of  this  church  affords  a very  rich 
example  of  the  Saxon  ornaments : the  great  door  has  a circular  arch,  enriched  with 
feverai  zig-zag  mouldings,  within  which  are  figures  of  dragons : on  the  fides  of  the 
door-way  are  fmall  pillars ; the  fhafts  of  two  of  them  are  ornamented  with  fpiral 
mouldings,  and  the  capitals  with  foliage  and  figures  of  animals : on  either  fide  of 
the  door  is  a fmaller  arch  in  the  wall,  with  ft  mi  la  r decorations  : other  parts  of  this 
curious  building  will  be  better  underftood  by  the  annexed  plates. 

In  Water-Stratford  church  there  is  a door-way,  having  a circular  arch,  enriched 
with  Saxon  ornaments,  including  a figure  of  our  Saviour,  within  an  oval  compart- 
ment, fupported  by  two  angels6,  carved  in  ba([o  relievo*  At  Dinton  church  is 
another  remarkable  door-way  of  this  kind,  in  which,  befides  the  ufual  Saxon 
ornaments,  there  appears  a Roman  Guillocbe ; the  pillars  have  fpiral  fhafts : 
within  the  arch  there  is  a rude  carving,  in  has  relief,  of  two  dragons  devouring 
fruit  from  a tree,  and  of  St.  Michael  thrufting  a crofs  into  the  mouth  of  the  great 

* There  is  a fimilar  bas  relief  on  a door-way  of  Ely  Cathedral,  figured  in  Bentham’s  hiflory  of  that 
building. 


dragon : 


The  Time 


■i 


Yol.  7.  p . 18O. 


CIEIA'N  CEL  OF  STEWKLEY  CHUR  CM 


Published  by  T CmUU y lYDavUJ  i j8c6 


Vol.I.p.  186. 


BOOR-WAY  OF  DIFf®N  .CHUKCH,  BUCKS  . 


Vul'UshcJ  by  'LCaddl  WDavio, SOvutd 1805. 


Doom  OF  WATE  JR  - S THAT  F QJliD  CHUBCH,fiUC£S. 


lUbluhed  fa  T CuUll  Jt  Ti  'Doris*  Xar  u 1805 . 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


43; 

dragon  : between  thefe  two  there  is  the  following  infcriptionj  confiding  of  two 
rhyming  .hexameters,  in  Roman  capitals : 

P R E M I. A P R O M E R I T i S S T Qj-S  D E S P E T H A B E N D A . 

AV  D I AT  H IC  P R C E PTA  S 1 13 1 QV  E S.iT  RE  T I N S N D A . 

Which  may  be  read  thus : — 

Pramia  pro  merit'u  fi  quis  dcfperct  habcnil-a, 
yluaiat  Lie  precepta  Jili  qua  fint  relintnila. 

In  Stanton-Barry  church,  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  there  is  an  arch  richly 
ornamented  with  Saxon  mouldings  and  heads  of  animals : the  fhafts  of  the  pillars 
are  alfo  enriched  with  a great  variety  of  mouldings  and  ornaments. 

Upton  church  retains  its  original  form,  and  is  on  the  fame  plan  as  that  of 
Stewkley,  but  lefs  ornamented,  and  much  fmaller ; the  roof  of  the  chancel  is  of 
hone,  and  groined  ; and  there  is  a plain  fquare  tower  between  the  nave  and 
chancel. 

The  door- way  of  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Thomas  a Becket,  now  the  free  fchool, 
at  Buckingham,  and:  thofe  of  Caverfield,  Horton,  Lathburg,  Waddefdon,  Wormen- 
hall,  Weftbury,  and  Twyford  churches,  are  circular,  with  Saxon  mouldings,  and 
other  ornaments  : there  are  alfo  remains  of  this  ftyle  of  architecture  in  Fingeft,  Han- 
flape,  Lekhampfted,  Stone,  Tyringham,  and  Tingewick  churches. 

The  door-way  of  the  nave  of  Bletchley  church  has  a pointed  arch,  enriched  with 
Saxon  ornaments : in  Ratcliffe  church  is  a door-way,  with  a pointed  arch,  orna- 
mented with  a fret  moulding  and  flowers. 

There  are  very  few  examples  of  Gothic  architecture  in  the  Ruckinghamfhire 
churches,  of  fuffleient  confequence  to  entitle  them  to  particular  notice,  except  thofe 
of  Chetw'ode  and  Hillefden  : the  former  of  thefe  was  the  conventual  church  of  the 
priory,  which  was  founded  at  Chetwode,  in  the  year  i 244 ; and  from  the  ftyle  of 
■what  remains,  may  fairly  be  confidered  as  coeval  with  the  foundation : the  chancel 
is  preferved  in  its  original  ftate,  having  lancet-fliaped  windows,  with  flender  pillars, 
the  capitals  of  feveral  of  which  are  highly  enriched  with  figures  of  animals  and 
foliage  : there  are  fome  remains  of  this  ftyle  of  architecture  in  the  church  of  Princes - 
Rilborough,  where  fome  of  the  windows  of  the  fouth  aifle  are  lancet-fliaped,  with 
flender  detached  pillars.  Hillefden  church,  which  was  rebuilt  about  the  year  1493, 
affords  a rich  example  of  the  later  Gothic : it  is  in  a very  perfect  ftate,  except  the 
groined  roof  of  the  north  porch,  which  has  fallen  down : the  infide  is  richly 
ornamented,  efpecially  the  chancel,  the  walls  of  which  are  covered  with  Gothic 
fracerv. 
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Ancient  ftained  Glafs. — Some  of  the  moil  ancient  and  mod  elegant  fpecimens  of 
ftained  glafs  to  be  found  in  this  kingdom,  remain  in  the  chancel  of  Chetwode 
church : from  the  ftyle  of  the  ornaments  with  which  they  are  enriched,  from  the 
dreffes  of  the  figures,  and  the  form  of  the  letters,  in  an  infcription  under  that  of 
St.  Nicholas f,  to  whom  the  church  was  dedicated,  and  alfo  from  the  ftyle  of  the 
royal  arms s,  there  remains  little  room  for  doubt  of  this  glafs  being  coeval  with  the 
firft  erection  of  the  church,  on  the  foundation  of  the  priory,  to  which  it  belonged 
about  the  year  1244;  and  that  it  was  one  of  the  earlieft  works  of  that  kind  pro- 
duced  in  England  ; fince  the  windows,  till  after  the  introdudion  of  the  earlieft: 
Gothic  architedure,' were  too  fmall  to  have  admitted  of  any  diminution  of  light. 
The  firft  and  the  fourth  lights  of  this  window,  from  the  north-fide  of  the  chancel, 
are  nearly  entire1’ : in  the  former  are  three  figures,  in  oval  compartments ; two  of 
them  reprefenting  faints,  and  the  third  a king,  probably  intended  for  the  reigning 
monarch.  Hen.  III. : in  the  latter  are  figures  of  two  bilhops,  and  St.  Edmund  with 
his  fymbols,  a bow  and  quiver  of  arrows' : the  other  parts  of  thefe  lights  are  filled 
up  with  tracery  of  foliage,  See.  on  plain  glafs,  in  an  infinitely  more  elegant  ftyle,  if 
not  fo  brilliant  as  that  which  came  into  ufe  when  the  church  windows  were  enlarged 
in  fucceeding  ages,  and  entirely  filled  with  coloured  glafs.  In  the  church  of 
Chelham-Bois  are  fome  fmall  windows,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  14th  century,  filled  with 
ftained  glafs,  confifting  of  tracery  of  foliage,  and  coats  of  armsk.  In  Hitchani 
church  there  are  confiderable  remains  of  ftained  glafs,  chiefly  in  the  windows  of  the 
chancel,  in  each  of  which  is  the  figure  of  an  angel,  (landing  on  a wheel : the  upper 
compartments  of  the  eaft  window  of  the  chancel,  which  is  large  and  elegant,  are 
nearly  entire : from  the  ftyle  of  the  -windows,  with  which  the  glafs  appears  to  be 
coeval,  and  the  form  of  the  letters  in  feveral  inferiptions  ’,  it  feems  probable  that 
it  was  executed  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century; 

The  eaft  window  of  the  north  aifle  of  Hillefden  church  is  nearly  filled  with 
fmall  compartments  of  ftained  glafs,  containing  reprefentations  of  different  feenes, 
taken  from  the  Legend  of  St.  Nicholas,  to  whom  the  church  was  dedicated,  with 
inferiptions  under  each,  pointing  out  the  fumed  as  “ Mvrtuus  ad  vitam  red  it  precibus 
Nicholai , itfe.” 

f This  figure  is  in  a fouth  window  of  the  chancel i the  infcription,  “ Amicus  Dei  Nicholaus ,”  is  reprefented 
in  the  annexed  plate,  fig.  2.  8 See  the  annexed  plate,  fig.  5. 

h The  whole  of  the  firft  of  thefe,  (except  fome  of  the  lower  part,  which  has  no- figures,)  is  repre- 
fented in  fig.  4.  of  the  annexed  plate.  1 Ibid.  fig.  3. 

K One  of  the  windows  on  the  north  fide  of  the  nave  is  reprefented  in  the  annexed  plate,  fig.  r. 

1 Under  one  of  the  figures  of  angels  above  mentioned  is  inferibed,  “ Virtutes  under  another,, 
i(  Damltiacior.es in  Lombardic  capitals. 
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In  Drayton-Beauchamp  church  there  are  eight  figures  of  the  apoflles,  in  ftained 
glafs,  of  a large  fize. 

Roodlofts , Gothic  Niches , &c. — In  North-Crawley  church  there  is  a rood-loft  and 
Ikreen,  enriched  with  figures  of  faints,  under  Gothic  canopies  ; and  in  Great-Marlow 
church  an  embattled  Ikreen  of  chalk,  enriched  with  Gothic  tracery  : in  the  fouth 
aifle  of  Great-Harwood  church  is  a niche,  under  which  is  a Ihield,  with  emblems 
of  the  crucifixion.  See.  The  porch  of  the  north  door  of  Great-Linford  church 
has  a groined  roof,  the  centre  of  which  is  enriched  with  foliage  : the  fouth  porch 
of  Milton-Keynes  church  has  an  open  Gothic  Ikreen  on  each  fide : in  Chilton 
church  is  a reading-delk  of  Hone.  There  is  a figure  of  St.  Faith  on  the  outfide  of 
NewtomLongueville  church. 

Fonts. — There  are  more  than  feventy  circular  fonts  in  the  Buckinghamfhire 
churches,  and  fome  of  thefe  are  evidently  the  moll  ancient  in  the  county : thofe 
of  Aylelbury  and  Maids-Morton  are  richly  ornamented  with  foliage ; Kitchen- 
den,  Upton,  Drayton-Beauchamp,  and  Caversfield,  are  furrounded  with  arches ; 
Dinton  is  enriched  with  a border  of  quatrefoils ; Hedgerley  with  heads  of 
animals,  &c. ; Dorney  and  Hambleden  with  crofles-florees ; Hawridge  with  a 
border  of  rofes.  The  fonts  of  the  following  churches  are  octagonal,  and  varioufly 
ornamented : thofe  of  Sherrington  and  Clifton-Reynes  are  enriched  with  figures 
in  niches ; Drayton-Palfelew,  with  Gothic  canopies,  over  which  are  Ihields,  with 
coats  of  arms ; Fingelt  is  enriched  with  arches ; Farnham  and  Langley  with 
quatrefoils ; Emberton  and  Lavendon  with  Gothic  tracery  ; Lekhampfted  with  bas- 
reliefs  of  the  Crucifixion,  St.  Catherine,  See.  rudely  executed  ; North-Marlion  with 
rofes,  and  Princes- Rilborough  with  heads  and  rofes.  The  fonts  in  Taplow  church, 
and  Chalfont  St.  Giles,  are  fquare,  the  former  has  circular  arches  on  the  fides, 
and  Hands  on  a round  Ihaft. 

Stone  Stalls  and  Pifcince. — There  are  Hone  Halls  in  the  chancels  of  feveral  of  the 
Buckinghamlhire  churches : there  is  one  Hone  feat,  with  a pifeina  adjoining  in  St. 
Leonard’s  chapel,  and  alfo  in  Lee  and  Wroughton  churches;  in  the  church  of 
Milton-Keynes  are  two,  with  arches,  and  a double  pifeina ; in  that  of  PreHon- 
Biflet,  a double  Hone  feat ; in  Chetwode  church  are  three,  and  a pifeina , with 
fharply-pointed  arches  of  the  reign  of  Henry  111.  with  pillars,  the  capitals  of  which 
are  ornamented  with  foliage ; thefe  Hails  are  enriched  with  the  flowers,  in  a deep 
groove,  fo  frequently  to  be  feen  in  works  of  the  fame  age  : in  Aflon-CHnton  church 
are  three  of  equal  height,  with  a pifeina , ornamented  with  pinnacles  and  crockets ; 
jn  the  north  wall  is  a niche,  with  fimilar  ornaments  : in  Clifton-Reynes  and  Langley 
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churches  are  three  (lone  flails,  with  a pifcina  ; thofe  in  the  latter  are  of  unequal 
height : at  Emberton  are  alfo  three  of  unequal  height,  having  on  them  the  arms  of 
Tyringham  : at  Hambleden  are  three,  ornamented  with  foliage : at  Maid’s-Morton 
three,  of  equal  height,  with  a pifcina , having  rich-  Gothic  canopies,  ornamented 
with  crockets,  tracery,  See. : at  North-Marfton  are  three,  and  a pifcina , with  rich 
Gothic  ornaments,  but  much  mutilated : in  Sherrington  church  are  three  ftone 
feats,  of  unequal  height,  the  upper  parts  of  which  are  divided  into  compartments, 
like  a window,  within  a circular  arch : at  Whitchurch  three,  of  unequal  height, 
under  one  obtufe  arch,  with  a double  pifcina : at  Wavendon,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  chancel,  are  three  feats,  with  round  arches,  and  the  fame  number  on  the 
fouth  fide : at  Edlefborough  three,  of  unequal  height.  In  each  of  the  feveral 
churches  of  Great-Ha rwood,  Twyford,  and  Walton,  are  three  ftone  feats,  and 
pifcina  with  the  two  laft.  In  Newton-Longuevilie  church  are  two  pifcina  ; one 
of  thefe  is  ornamented  with  fhiclds,  bearing  the  arms  of  William  of  Wickham, 
&c. : at  Wefton-Turville  is  a double  pifcina , and  a fingle  one  at  Wexham.  At 
Lillington-Dayrell  is  a pifcina , and  a row  of  four  irregular  arches. 

Ancient  Tombs. — In  Afhendon  church  there  is  the  effigies  of  a crufader,  under 
an  obtufe  arch,  rudely  ornamented  with  foliage ; it  appears,  from  the  arms,  to  have 
been  intended  for  one  of  the  family  of  Stafford  : in  the  church  of  Clifton-Reynes 
are  feveral  ancient  tombs ; under  a pointed  arch,  in  the  north  wall  of  the  north  aifle, 
are  the  effigies  of  a crufader  and  his  lady,  carved  in  wood,  faid  to  have  been 
intended  for  fome  of  the  family  of  Reynes,  who  probably  built  that  aifle  : there  is 
an  ancient  tomb  under  another  arch,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel,  having  the 
effigies  of  a knight  and  his  lady,  carved  in  ftone ; he  is  in  plated  armour,  with  a 
gorget  of  mail : on  this  tomb  are  the  arms  and  quarterings  of  Beauchamp  : under 
a fimilar  arch,  in  the  fame  wall,  are  the  figures  of  a crufader  and  his  lady,  carved 
in  wood,  with  the  arms  of  Zouche  k. 

In  the  north  wall  of  the  chapel,  adjoining  the  chancel  of  Hitchenden  church,  is 
the  effigies  of  a crufader,  in  mail  and  furcoat,  under  a pointed  arch : in  the  fame 
place,  on  the  floor,  are  three  figures  of  knights,  rudely  cut  on  flabs  of  ftone,  in  bas- 
relief  : there  is  another  flab,  on  which  is  the  carved  effigies  of  a knight,  in  plated 
armour,  with  a pointed  helmet  and  gorget  of  mail ; on  his  breaft  is  a heart : under 
an  arch  in  the  fouth  wall,  on  an  altar-tomb,  is  the  figure  of  an  emaciated  corps,  in 
a fhroud  ‘.  In  Aylefbury  church  is  the  mutilated  effigies  of  a knight,  carved  in 
white  marble,  in  plated  armour,  with  a gorget  of  mail : it  was  dug  up  many  years 

* Bezanty,  a Canton  ermine.  1 For  a more  particular  account  of  thefe  tombs,  fee  Langley’s 

Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  the  hundred  of  Defborougb,  p.  301,  where  they  are  all  figured. 
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ago  in  a field  near  the  town,  where  the  church  of  the  Grey  Friers  formerly  flood,  and 
appears,  from  the  arms,  to  have  been  intended  for  one  of  the  Lee  family  m.  On  the  north 
fide  of  the  chancel,  in  Haveriham  church,  is  a rich  Gothic  monument  of  Elizabeth, 
Lady  Clinton,  who  died  in  1422,  having  her  effigies  in  alabafter,  clothed  in  a long 
gown,  mantle,  and  veil,  with  a lion  at  her  feet,  and  angels  fupporting  her  pillow : 
the  altar  part  of  the  tomb  is  enriched  with  rofes,  tracery,  and  figures ; over  it  is  a 
canopy,  ornamented  with  trefoils,  crockets,  and  pinnacles.  In  Hoggefton  church  is 
the  tomb  of  the  founder,  much  mutilated,  having  his  effigies  with  the  figure  of  a 
church  in  his  hand.  In  Thornton  church  is  the  tomb  of  John  Barton,  founder  of 
a chantry  there,  with  the  effigies  of  himfelf  and  his  lady,  in  alabafter  ; he  died 
about  the  year  1 443  D. 

At  Ifenhampfted-Cheynes,  in  the  Ruffel  chapel,  are  two  ancient  figures  in  ftone, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  for  fome  of  the  Cheyne  family.  In  the  fame  place  are  the 
tombs  of  the  firfl  earl  and  countefs  of  Bedford,  and  of  Francis,  the  fecond  earl. 
In  Bletchley  church  is  the  monument  of  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  who  died  in  1442, 
having  his  effigies  on  an  altar-tomb.  In  Drayton-Beauchamp  church  there  is  a brafs 
for  one  of  the  Cheyne  family,  dated  1375,  perhaps  Thomas  Cheyne,  who  was 
fhield-bearer  to  King  Edward  III.  In  Denham  church  is  a brafs  for  Agnes  Jordan, 
laft  abbefs  of  Syon;  and  in  Ellefborough  church,  a very  large  one  of  Sir  John 
Swynfhide,  rector,  who  died  in  1390.  In  Thornton  church  are  braffes  of  Robert 
Ingleton,  lord  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1472,  and  his  three  wives,  under  rich 
Gothic  canopies,  and  a large  brafs  of  his  grandaughter  Jane,  who  brought  Thornton 
to  the  Tyrrells  ; they  have  all  been  lately  removed  from  altar-tombs,  and  placed  on 
the  ground.  In  Clifton-Reynes  church  is  a brafs  for  Sir  John  Reynes,  1428,  and 
at  Stoke-Poges,  one  of  Sir  William  Molins,  who  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of  Orleans, 
1425,  and  another  of  Eleanor  Lady  Molins. 

Monajlic  Remains. — Very  fmall  remains  are  exifting  of  Burnham  abbey ; and 
of  Medmenham,  only  the  bafe  of  a pillar  of  the  church.  In  Mr.  Oldham’s  green- 
houfe  at  Great-Miffenden,  there  are  fome  groined  arches,  refting  on  pillars,  with 
enriched  capitals  in  the  lateft  Saxon  ftyle,  which  feem  to  have  been  part  of  the 
cloilters  of  Great-Miffenden  abbey.  There  are  confiderable  remains  of  Nutley 
abbey  now  converted  into  a farm,  they  occupy  three  fides  of  a quadrangle,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  which  is  the  hall,  fixty-eight  feet  in  length,  and  twenty-three  feet  nine 
inches  in  width,  now  ufed  as  a barn : in  the  wall,  at  the  eaft  end,  is  a corbel-table, 
in  the  ftyle  of  the  early  Gothic,  richly  ornamented  with  foliage0 ; adjoining  to  the 
hall,  at  the  eaft  end,  is  a paffage,  with  an  arched  ceiling  ten  feet  wide,  the  entrance 

m It  was  fuppofed  by  Browne  Willis  to  be  the  effigies  of  Sir  Robert  Lee,  who  died  in  1460. 

" This  is  the  date  of  his  will.  ° See  the  plate,  p.  409,  fig.  4. 
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to  which  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  quadrangle,  and  has  a pointed  door-way,  the 
pillars  of  which  have  enriched  capitals.  On  the  weft-fide  are  the  buildings  of  the 
iarm-houfe,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  lateft  Gothic  ; fome  part  was  probably  eretted  after 
the  dilfolution.  There  is  a chamber,  18  feet  by  37,  round  the  cornice  of  which,  the 
Stafford  knot  is  frequently  repeated,  with  this  infcription  in  black  letter p,  “ en  lui 
plesac  ( plefance.) 

The  college  of  the  Bon-hommes,  at  Alheridge,  exhibited  a fine  fpecimen  of  the 
Gothic  architecture  of  the  thirteenth  century  ; the  greater  part  of  it  was  pulled 
down  by  the  late  Duke  of  Bridgwater,  and  the  materials  fold  about  four  years  ago  : 
the  eloifters  were  very  beautiful;  they  were  built  of  Toternhoe  ftone,  in  which  the 
feveral  ornaments  with  which  they  were  enriched,  appeared  to  great  advantage q : 
The  walls  were  painted  in  frefco,  with  fcripture  fubje&s.  The  annexed  plate  may 
ferve  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  hall,  as  it  appeared  when  the  demolition  of  the 
building  was  going  on  : its  dimenfions  were  44  feet  by  22. 

Part  of  St.  Margaret’s  nunnery  is  Handing,  and  occupied  as  a dwelling-houfe  ; it 
does  not  appear  to  be  of  a much  earlier  date  than  the  diffolution  of  monafteries. 

Cajlles  and  Sites  of  Cajiles. — There  are  no  remains  of  the  buildings  of  any 
ancient  caftles  in  this  county.  Some  earth-works  point  out  the  fite  of  thofe  which 
formerly  exifted  at  Lavendon  and  Whitchurch,  and  that  at  Caftlethorpe,  anciently 
called  Hanflape  Caftle,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  Manduits.  There  are  no  earth- 
works remaining  to  mark  the  fite  of  Newport-Pagnell  Caftle. 

Ancient  Manfion-Houfes. — Borftall-houfe  was  a caftellated  manfion r.  The  gate- 
houfe  of- the  ancient  building  ftill  remains.  Lifcombe-houfe  is  a very  ancient 
edifice,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  has  been  modernized  : the  chapel  retains  its  original 
windows,  which  are  in  the  ftyle  of  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
Thornton-Houfe  has  been  modernized.  Gayhurft,  which  was  built  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  has  undergone  little  alteration,  excepting  the  infide,  the  greateft 
part  of  which  has  been  modernized. 

Camps  and  Earth-Works. — On  the  top  of  the  hill  at  Weft- Wycombe  are  the 
remains  of  a circular  camp ; on  the  eaft  fide  there  is  a double  vallum , with  a deep 
ditch  : in  other  parts  the  ditch  is  {hallow.  In  Mr.  Scott’s  grounds  at  Danesfield,  on 

p See  the  plate,  p.  489,  fig.  5.  9 The  cloifiers  by  accident  were  not  lotted  when  the  materials 

were  fold,  and  therefore  were  not  pulled  down  at  the  fame  time  with  the  other  parts  of  the  building ; 
but  they  are  confiderably  damaged  by  the  fall  of  the  adjoining  walls.  1 See  an  engraving  of 

it  in  its  original  ftate,  in  Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities. 

7 


the 


Vo/, l.p.  Jp'i. 


RUINS  OF  THE  liAJUJL  OF  ASHERIDGE  HOUSE  . 

Published  fy  T faded  v 7 i ' Davies  Strand  i ^Dec'/tes  - 


<*•  ■**  _ 


. - 


. 

' 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


493 


the  banks  of  the  Thames,  is  an  entrenchment,  nearly  circular,  with  a double 
vallum,  except  on  the  river  fide,  where  it  was  defended  by  a deep  cliff : it  is  known 
by  the  name  of  Danes-ditch.  There  is  a circular  camp  near  High-Wy combe,  at 
a place  called  Old  or  All-Hollandf  ■ gbove  the  fite  of  the  Roman  Ration  in  Def- 
borough  held.  At  Cholfbury  is  a cnv-hlar  entrenchment,  289  yards  acrofs  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  207  from  north  to  fouth,  furrounded  by  a double  ditch  ; and  in 
the  adjoining  village  of  Hawridge,  the  manor-houfe  is  built  within  a circular  ancient 
entrenchment.  There  are  alfo  fome  large  entrenchments  at  Hedgerley-Dean,  and 
a ditch  which  runs  from  thence  to  Eaft-Burnham.  Above  the  village  of  Med- 
menham  are  the  remains  of  a large  camp,  nearly  fquare,  inciofing  about  feven 
acres,  with  a Angle  vallum  and  ditch.  In  a wood  near  Burnham  there  is  an 
oblong  vallum  and  ditch,  about  130  paces  long,  and  about  60  wide,  called  by 
the  country  people  Harlequin’s-moat.  Near  Ellefborough  are  fome  ftrong  earth- 
works, on  the  fide  of  the  Chiltern  hills,  at  one  corner  of  which  is  a high  circular 
mount  or  keep,  80  paces  in  circumference,  called  the  Caftle-hill,  or  Kimble-Caftle, 
commonly  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Caftle  of  Cunobeline.  There  is  a moated  fite 
adjoining  the  farm-houfe,  called  the  Grove,  near  a road  called  the  Lower  Ikneld- 
Way,  in  the  parifh  of  Ellefborough ; it  is  of  an  irregular  form,  and  in  moft  parts 
about  fifty  paces  acrofs. 

A confiderable  mound  of  earth,  under  the  common  name  of  Grimefdike,  runs 
nearly  eaft  and  weft  through  part  of  this  county  ; it  has  been  traced  for  fome  miles, 
particularly  between  Wiggington  Common  in  Hertfordfhire,  and  St.  Leonard’s 
Common.  At  Princes-Rifborough,  adjoining  the  church-yard,  is  an  entrenchment, 
being  nearly  a fquare  of  80  paces,  fuppofed  to  be  the  fite  of  the  Black  Prince’s 
palace. 
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PAROCHIAL  TOMOGRAPHY. 

Mr.  Browne  Willis  had  made  very  large  colle&ions  for  a hiftory  of  this 
county,  but  only  publifned  that  of  the  town  and  hundred  of  Buckingham.  His 
colleftions  for  the  hundreds  of  Cotflow  and  Newport  were  complete  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  and  had  been  methodized  for  publication,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole,  of 
King’s  College,  Cambridge : the  colleftions  for  the  fouthern  part  of  the  county  are 
the  mod  deficient.  The  late  Rev.  Mr.  Langley  publifhed,  in  1797,  the  hiftory  and 
antiquities  of  the  hundred  of  Defborough.  In  the  following  brief  parochial  ac- 
count, the  hiftory  of  manors,  and  whatever  elfe  is  not  quoted  as  from  other  autho- 
rities, is  deduced  chiefly  from  Browne  Willis’s  printed  hiftory  and  MS.  colle&ions, 
and  from  Mr.  Langley’s  hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Defborough,  which  is  here 
generally  acknowledged  to  avoid  the  frequent  repetition  of  quotation.  The  more 
modern  information  has  been  collected  by  a perfonal  vifit  to  every  parifli  in  the 
county,  and  by  inquiries  made  of  the  clergy  and  others ; among  whom  Scrope 
Bernard  efq.  of  Lower  Winchendon,  and  Edward  Hanmer  efq.  of  Stockgrove, 
merit  particular  acknowledgment  for  their  kind  afliftance. 


Addington,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  two  miles 
north- weft  of  Winflow.  The  manor  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  part 
of  the  large  pofieflions  of  Odo,  Bifhop  of  Baieux : after  his  banifhment,  it  feems 
to  have  been  acquired  by  the  family  of  Romenel,  who  before  had  held  it  under 
him,  and  to  have  been  alienated  by  them  to  the  Eitz-Bernards.  In  1313,  it  was 
purchafed  of  the  latter  by  John  Blacket0,  who  not  long  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  Sir 
John  Molins p:  having  palfed  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haft- 
ings,  it  was  fold,  in  1532,  to  the  Curzons,  and  by  them,  about  1620,  to  the  Bufbys. 
This  manor  is  now  the  property  of  the  Hon.  General  Vere  Poulett,  under  the  wills 
of  Lady  Kemys  and  her  maiden  After,  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  the  Rev.  Thos. 
Buiby,  who  died  in  1725  ; thefe  ladies  deceafed  within  a few  months  of  each  other, 
in  1800  and  1801.  The  manor-houfe  was  the  feat  of  the  Bufbys,  of  which  family 

® See  Pat.  6 Edw.  II.  r See  Pat.  9 Edw.  III. 


there 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


495 


there  are  feveral  memorials  in  the  parilh  church : Sir  John  Bulky,  who  died  in 
1700,  was  colonel  of  the  Buckinghamfhire  militia.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory, 
which  was  formerly  veiled  in  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  John  of  Jerufal'em,  has 
been  annexed  to  the  manor  ever  fmce  the  reformation  : the  tithes  and  glebe  of  this 
parilh  were  exchanged  for  certain  lands,  fettled  on  the  rector,  by  ad  of  parliament, 
in  1726. 

Adstock,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  nearly  three  miles 
to  the  north-well  of  Window,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  road  leading  from  Aylef- 
bury  to  Buckingham.  The  manor  of  Addock  was  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  his 
illegitimate  fon,  William  Peverell  ; and  on  the  attainder  of  William  Peverell  the 
younger,  was  grunted  by  King  Henry  II.  to  William  Avenell,  from  whofe  family  it 
palled  by  marriage  to  the  Vernons  and  Ballets : it  was  afterwards,  as  Browne  Willis 
fuppofes,  divided  into  two  manors,  one  of  which  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  Fortef- 
cues.  Sir  Francis  Fortefcue  fold  the  demefnes  of  this  ellate  in  the  early  part  of  the 
17th  century,  referving  the  manor  which  his  fon  conveyed  to  Thomas  Egerton, 
redlcr  of  Adllock ; from  his  family  it  palfed  by  purchafe  to  the  Verneys.  Lord 
Fermanagh  was  in  polfelfion  of  this  manor  in  1735  : it  is  probable  that  they  have 
been  purchafed,  fmce  Browne  Willis’s  publication,  by  fome  proprietor  of  the  other 
manor,  formerly  called  Handed  manor,  in  Addock,  which  that  writer  traces  from 
the  Balfets,  either  by  purchafe  or  alliance,  through  the  families  of  Handed,  Newen- 
ham,  Cope,  Smith,  Tomlins,  and  Greaves.  The  family  of  Greaves  were  in  pof- 
fellion  in  1 677  ; foon  after  which,  it  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  Whitehalls.  It  is 
now  the  property  of  J.  C.  Turney  efq. 

The  advowfon  of  the  redory  of  Addock  was  given  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 
by  William  Avenell,  to  the  abbey  of  Leiceder ; but  about  the  year  1443,  was  again 
(probably  in  confequence  of  fome  exchange)  annexed  to  the  manor.  Sir  John 
Fortefcue,  about  the  year  1635,  fold  it  to  Robert  Sharrock,  redor  of  Drayton- 
Palfelew,  whofe  grandfon  bequeathed  it  to  the  Bilhop  of  Lincoln  and  his  fuccelfors 
for  ever,  recommending  them  to  appoint  a refident  redor.  This  parilh  has  been 
inclofed,  by  an  aid  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1797,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
given  to  the  redor,  in  iieu  of  tithes ; the  parifh  is  defcribed  in  the  ad,  as  confiding 
of  47  yard  lands. 

Agmondesham  or  Amersham,  a market  town  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of 
Burnham,  lies  on  the  road  to  Aylefbury  and  Buckingham,  26  miles  from  London. 
This  town  is  a parliamentary  borough  by  prefcription  ; its  right  of  fending  members 
to  parliament,  which  had  been  difufed  more  than  400  years,  was  at  length  recog- 
nized in  1623,  through  the  exertions  of  Wiiliam  Iiakevill  efq.  of  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
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who  was  then  chofen  one  of  its  reprefentatives.  Edmund  Waller,  the  poet,  who 
was  a native  of  Colefhill  in  this  parifh,  fat  in  two  of  the  parliaments  of  King 
Charles  I.  as  member  for  the  borough  of  Amerfham : the  celebrated  Algernon 
Sydney  was  one  of  its  reprefentatives  in  1679.  The  right  of  ele&ion  is  in  the 
Lord’s  tenants  of  the  borough,  paying  foot  and  lot.  King  John,  in  the  year  1200, 
granted  a market  at  Agmondfham,  on  Fridays,  to  Geffrey  Fitz-Piers,  Earl  of  Effex, 
and  an  annual  fair  on  Lady-day q : the  market  is  now  held  on  Tuefdays ; the  prefent 
fairs  are,  Whit-Monday,  and  Sept.  19.  The  market-houfe  was  built  by  Sir  Wm. 
Drake  knt.  who  died  in  1682.  According  to  Browne  Willis,  there  were  400 
families  in  the  town,  about  the  middle  of  the  lafl  century : the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  town  and  parifh,  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  then  made  to  par- 
liament, was  2130;  of  thefe,  959  were  males,  and  1171  females:  the  number  of 
perfons  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture  was  232  ; of  thofe  employed  in  trade, 
manufactures,  and  handicraft,  1198. 

The  manor  of  Agmondefham  (called  in  the  Norman  Survey,  Elmodefham)  was 
given  by  William  the  Conqueror  to  Geffrey  de  Mandeville,  and,  with  other  large 
eflates,  defcended  from  him  to  the  noble  families  of  Fitz-Piers,  Bohun,  and  Staf- 
ford. After  the  attainder  of  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  King 
Henry  VIII.  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  John  Ruffel,  anceflor  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
In  1 665,  it  was  purchafed  of  William,  Earl  of  Bedford,  by  Sir  William  Drake 
knt.  and  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Drake  Tyrwhit  Drake  efq.  The  family 
of  Drake  had  been  fettled  in  this  parifh  fome  time  before,  by  the  marriage  of 
Francis  Drake  efq.  of  Eafl  Sheen,  in  Surrey,  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  King  James  I.  (defcended  from  the  Drakes,  of  Afh,  in  Devonfhire,) 
with  Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of  William  Totehill  efq.  of  Shardeloes,  in  the  parifh 
of  Amerfham.  William  Drake  efq.  was  created  a baronet  in  1641,  but  dying  a 
batchelor  in  1669,  the  title  became  extindl  : he  bequeathed  his  eflates  in  Amerfham 
to  his  nephew,  William  Drake  efq.  afterwards  Sir  William  Drake  knt.,  in  whofe 
poflerity  they  flill  continue. 

Shardeloes,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Drake,  (lands  about  a mile  from  the  town.  It  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  Brudenells,  collateral  anceflors  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  : this 
branch  of  the  family  terminated  in  a female  heir,  who  brought  Shardeloes  to  the 
Cheynes.  It  -was  afterwards  the  feat  of  William  Totehill  efq.  an  eminent  lawyer  in 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  her  Majefly  at 
Shardeloes  in  one  of  her  progreffes  : Mr.  Totehill’s  daughter  married  Mr.  Drake, 
as  above-mentioned.  Among  the  pictures  at  Shardeloes  is  the  portrait  of  a Lord 
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Chancellor,  by  Cornelius  Janfen,  fuppofed  to  be  Sir  Chriflopher  Hatton.  The 
gardens,  much  commended  for  their  beauty  by  the  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia 
publilhed  in  1720,  were  formed  out  of  a morafs  by  Sir  William  Drake  knt. ; they 
were  modernized  for  the  late  Mr.  Drake,  by  Richmond. 

Mr.  Drake  has  three  other  manors  in  this  pariftv  called  Woodrow,  Wood-fide, 
and  Wedon-hill,  all  of  which  have  been  a confiderable  time  in  his  family  : the 
manor  of  Wedon-hill  belonged  anciently  to  the  family  of  Wedon,  and  afterwards 
to  Sir  John  Cobham,  who  furrendered  it  to  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. r : 
that  monarch  granted  it,  in  1365,  to  Peter  de  Brewes : 

The  manor  of  Raans,  in  this  parilh,  takes  its  name  from  the  ancient  family  of 
Raan,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  De  la  Groves  and  Brudenells5. 
Druce  Brudenell,  of  Raans,  was  buried  in  the  north  aifle  of  Amerfham  church 
(which  belongs  to  Raans-houfe)  in  1489.  Raans  was  at  a later  period  the  pro- 
perty and  feat  of  the  Probys,  feveral  of  whom  were  buried  at  Amerfham,  but  their 
monuments  have  been  either  removed  or  decayed.  Sir  Henry  Proby,  of  Raans, 
whofe  monument  was  formerly  to  be  feen  in  Amerfham  church,  died  in  1662  : 
the  manor  of  Raans  was  afterwards  in  the  Gower  family,  and  was  purchafed  of 
Earl  Gower,  in  1735,  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  It  is  now,  by  purchafe  from  the 
late  duke,  the  property  of  Lord  George  Cavendifh.  The  manor-houfe,  an  ancient 
building,  is  occupied  as  a farm. 

The  parifh  church  was  newly  pewed,  paved,  and  rendered  very  commodious  at' 
the  expence  of  the  late  Mr.  Drake,  who  obtained  a faculty  for  that  purpofe,  in  1778 ; 
the  galleries  were  added  by  the  prefent  lord  of  the  manor,  in  1800.  There  are 
feveral  monuments  of  the  Drake  family  in.  the  chancel,  and  an  adjoining  maufoleum  ; 
among  the  mod;  deferving  of  notice  may  be  mentioned,  that  of  Montagu  Gerrard 
Drake  efq.  by  Scheemaker,  and  a very  handfome  monument  in  memory  of  the 
lady  of  the  late  Mr.  Drake,  faid  to  be  by  Sir  Henry  Cheere.  In  the  chancel  are 
monuments  of  the  family  of  Bent  of  Leicefterfhire,  who  had  a feat  in  this  parifh,  and 
that  of  Henry,  fon  of  Sir  Patrick  Curwen  bart.  who  died  in  1638,  at  the  age  of  14. 

The  advowfon  of  the  valuable  reflory  of  Amerfham,  to  which  a manor  is  an- 
nexed, with  a Court-Leet  and  Court-Baron,  was  purchafed  of  Sir  Richard  Minfhull, 
by  Sir  William  Drake  knt.  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  defcendant,  whofe  brother 
is  the  prefent  reftor.  It  belonged  formerly  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Brecknock, 
in  South  Wales,  to  whom  it  was  given  in  1347,  by  Humphrey  Bohun,  Earl  of 
Hereford  £ . 

The  reftory  houfe,  which  is  large  and  commodious,  Hands  in  a beautiful  fitua- 
tion,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town.  The  manor  of  Colefhill,  in  this 
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parifli,  which  was  formerly  in  the  Brudenells,  and  afterwards  in  the  Wallers,  having 
been  the  birth-place  of  Waller  the  poet,  is  now  annexed  to  the  redory  of  Amer- 
fliam : it  was  purchafed  of  the  Wallers,  with  a fum  of  money  bequeathed  by  Mrs. 
Bent,  in  1730,  to  the  redor  of  Amerfliam,  and  his  fuccefl'ors,  on  condition  of 
their  preaching  four  quarterly  fermons,  previoufly  to  the  adminiflration  of  the  facra- 
ment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The  hamlet  of  Colefhill , although  belonging  to  this 
parifli,  forms  an  infulated  portion  of  Hertfordfhire.  The  manor  of  Cooks,  de- 
fcribed  in  ancient  records  as  being  in  the  parifli  of  Amerfham,  partly  in  Bucking- 
hamfliire  and  partly  in  Hertford  {hire,  extends  probably  into  this  hamlet.  In  Queen 
Elizabeth’s  time  it  was  in  the  Windfor  family s j nothing  has  been  learnt  of  its  fub- 
fequent  proprietors. 

Dr.  Robert  Chaloner,  redor  of  this  parifli,  who  died  in  1621,  founded  a 
grammar-fchool,  endowed  it  with  a falary  of  25I.  per  annum , and  gave  20I.  per 
annum  for  the  maintenance  of  a divinity  ledure  at  Chrift-Church  College  in 
Oxford,  or  for  exhibitions  for  three  poor  fcholars  from  his  fchool  at  Amerfliim. 
A writing-fchool  was  founded  in  this  parifli  by  William  Lord  Newhaven,  who  died 
in  1728,  and  endowed  by  him  with  a rent-charge  of  20I.  per  annum.  A Sunday- 
fchool  in  this  town,  originally  eftabliflied  by  fubfcription,  has  been  endowed  by  the 
late  William  Drake  jun.  efq.  M.  P.  Sir  William  Drake  bart.  who  died  in  1669, 
founded  and  endowed  an  alms-houfe  for  fix  poor  widows,  not  under  60  years  of 
age,  who  receive  a weekly  ftipend  of  four  {hillings  each,  befides  clothes  and  fuel. 

John  Gregory,  author  of  fome  learned  treatifes,  among  which  was  one  on  the 
ancient  cuftom,  in  the  church  of  Sarum,  of  eleding  a bifliop  among  the  chorifters, 
on  Innocent’s  day,  was  born  at  Amerfliam  in  1607. 

The  town  of  Amerfliam  appears  to  have  been  peculiarly  expofed  to  the  fury  of 
religious  perfecution,  both  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  when  many  of  its  inhabitants 
were  executed  for  profefling  the  tenets  of  the  Lollards h,  and  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary5. 

Akeley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  three  miles 
nearly  north  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  was  given  by  Walter  Giffard,  Earl 
of  Buckingham,  to  the  alien  priory  of  Newton-Longueville : having  been  feized 
by  the  crown  during  the  wars  with  France,  it  was  given  by  King  Henry  VI.  with 
other  eftates  of  that  priory,  to  the  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College,  in  Oxford. 

The  manor  of  Stockholt,  in  this  parifli,  belonged  fucceflively  to  the  families  of 
Barton,  Fowler,  and  Lambard.  Sir  Edward  Bagot,  who  married  the  heirefs  of 
the  laft-mentioned  family,  fold  it  to  Sir  Simon  Bennet ; from  the  Bennets  it  patted 
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by  a female  heir  to  the  noble  family  of  Cecil,  and  was  purcbafed  of  the  Marquis 
of  Salifbury,  in  1800,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Lord  Carrington. 

The  advowfon  of  the  redory,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of  Newton- 
Longueviile,  is  veiled  in  the  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College.  This  parilh, 
by  the  name  of  Akeley  cum  Stockholt,  was  inclofed,  purfuant  to  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment paffed  in  1794,  when  a corn  rent  was  fettled  on  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes, 
but  the  Marquis  of  Salifbury’s  ellate  was  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the  ad. 
An  allotment  was  given  to  the  poor  in  lieu  of  furze. 


\ 


Ashendon,  in  the  hundred  of  that  name,  and  the  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  nine  miles  weft  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  feven  north  of  Thame  in  Oxford- 
{hire.  The  manor  has  belonged  from  time  immemorial  to  the  Grenville  family, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

The  manor  of  Great-Policote,  in  this  parilh,  was  anciently  in  the  noble  family 
of  Valence,  Earls  of  Pembroke,  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Talbots,  and  was 
afterwards  in  the  Staffords.  At  a later  period  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Palmer, 
of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Grenvilles,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  who  holds  the  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  of  Little- 
Policote  in  this  parilh,  as  leffee  under  Lincoln  College  in  Oxford.  This  eftate  is 
faid  to  have  been  given  to  Lincoln  College,  before  the  year  1479 k,  by  John 
Bucktot,  a prieft  : the  manor-houfe  was  a retiring  place  for  the  college  in  the  time 
of  the  plague. 

In  the  parilh  church  of  Afhendon  is  an  ancient  figure  of  a crufader,  under  a 
flat  arch  rudely  ornamented  with  foliage,  which  tradition  calls  the  tomb  of  Sir  John 
Bogden,  of  Policote.  Browne  Willis  fays,  that  the  minifter  told  him  it  was  that  of 
John  Bucktot,  who  gave  the  manor  of  Little-Policote  to  Lincoln  College ; but  it 
is  evidently  the  tomb  of  a layman,  and  feems  by  the  chevron  on  the  Ihield  to  have 
been  one  of  the  Stafford  family,  who  were  anciently  Lords  of  Great  Policote. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  given  by  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Bucking- 
ham, to  the  abbey  of  Nutley.  Since  the  reformation  they  have  been  veiled  in 
Chrift-Church  College  in  Oxford ; the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  is  leffee  under 
the  college.  The  benefice  is  a donative,  in  the  patronage  of  the  dean  and  chapter. 
The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£l  of  parliament,  paffecl  in  1 737. 


Aston- Abbots,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow,  lies  about  five  miles  nearly  north 
of  Aylefbury.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans,  was 

* Bifhop  Rotheram’s  ftatutes,  which  bear  that  date,  direft  mafs  to  be  faid  for  John  Bucktpt,  as  one 
of  the  benefactors  to  the  college. 
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granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Lord  Ruffel : not  long  afterwards  It  became 
the  property  of  the  Dormer  family,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the 
Stanhopes,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield.  The  manor-houfe, 
which  is  pleafantly  fituated,  was  occupied  by  the  late  Colonel  Freemantle. 

This  parifh  is  in  the  peculiar  jurifdiftion  of  the  Archdeacon  of  S$.  Alban’s,  and 
in  the  diocefe  of  London  : Lord  Chefterfield  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  The  parilh 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1795,  when  an  allotment  of 
land  was  affigned  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  the  vicarial,  and  a confiderable  portion  of 
the  great  tithes  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

Burfton-houfe,  in  this  parilh,  was  the  feat  of  a branch  of  the  Lees : Cromwell 
Lee,  a younger  fon  of  Sir  Anthony  Lee  of  Burfton,  compiled  a very  bulky  Italian 
Diftionary,  now  in  the  library  of  St.  John’s  College  in  Oxford,  of  which  he  was 
a member;  he  died  in  1601.  The  old  manfion  was  nearly  rebuilt  by  Sir  Henry 
Lee,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  but  left  by  him  in  an  unfinilhed  ftate,  and 
has  never  fince  been  completed  : it  is  occupied  as  a farm-houfe,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  William  Leader,  who  purchafed  it,  in  1802,  of  Lord  Dillon,  the 
reprefentative  of  the  Lee  family. 

Aston-Clinton,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies 
four  miles  eaft  of  Aylelbury,  on  the  road  to  London  through  Tring.  The  prin- 
cipal manor  of  this  place  was  the  property  of  Edward  de  Salifbury,  who  was 
ftandard-bearer  to  King  Henry  I.  In  1217,  King  Henry  III.  gave  it  to  Sir  William 
de  Farendon 1 : it  w'as  afterwards  in  the  Baffets.  King  Edward  I.  granted  this  manor 
to  the  Montacutes,  anceftors  of  the  Earls  of  Salifbury,  from  whom  it  defcended  to 
their  reprefentative,  the  unfortunate  Margaret  Countefs  of  Saliibury,  beheaded  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  in  1541.  In  Queen  Mary’s  reign  it  was  in  the  family  of  Haft- 
ings,  and  has  fince  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Barringtons,  Gerards,  and  Lakes : 
it  is  now  the  property  of  General  Gerard  Lake,  who,  for  his  great  fervices  as  com- 
mander in  chief  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  was,  in  1804,  created 
Lord  Lake,  of  Afton-Clinton.  There  appears  to  have  been  another  manor  in 
Afton-  Cl  inton,  which  was  fuccefilvely  in  the  families  of  Audeley,  Grey,  Brocas, 
St.  Cler,  and  Grange  m ; it  feems  to  have  been  united  to  the  other  manor  before 
1541-,  when  the  Countefs  of  Salifbury  died,  feifed  of  the  manors  of  Afton-Clinton 
and  Afton  -Cherry.  This  manor  is  called,  in  the  lift  of  game-keepers’  deputations 
for  the  year  1803,  Afton-Clinton,  otherwife  Chi-very.  The  manor,  or  reputed 
fnanor  of  Dundridge,  in  this  parifh,  was  purchafed  in  1748,  of  the  heir  of  J.  M. 

1 rat.  1 Hen.  III.  - See  Efch.  Edsv.  IIJ.  Ric.  II.  Hen.  IV.  and  Hen.  VI. 
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Baldwin  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  for  a confiderable  time,  by  the  father  of 
Edward  Darell  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory  was  fold 
by  the  Gerards,  to  the  principal  and  fcholars  of  Jefus  College  in  Oxford,  in  1727. 

At  St.  Leonards , a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  which  lies  about  four  miles  didant  from 
the  mother  church,  is  an  ancient  chapel,  fuppofed  to  have  been  formerly  a chantry 
chapel  to  the  abbey  of  Miffenden.  In  this  chapel  is  the  monument  of  General 
Cornelius  Wood,  a didinguiffied  officer  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  who  died 
in  1712  : it  is  ornamented  with  a bud  of  the  general,  in  white  marble,  furrounded 
with  military  trophies.  This  chapel  is  endowed  with  an  edate,  veiled  in  ten 
truilees,  who  have  the  appointment  of  the  minider. 

Aston-Sandford,  in  the  hundred  of  Affiendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon, 
lies  about  fix  miles  fouth-weft  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  five  north-ead  of  Thame 
in  Oxfordfhire.  This  parifh  took  its  didinguifhing  name  from  the  family  of  Sand- 
ford,  who  were  proprietors  of  the  manor  in  the  13th  century,  and  brought  it  in 
marriage,  with  other  edates,  to  the  Veres,  Earls  of  Oxford.  It  was  purchafed  of 
Edward,  Earl  of  Oxford,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  Sir  William  Fleet- 
wood,  and  continued  in  his  defcendants  till  about  the  year  1 737  : in  1745  it  was 
the  property  of  Charles  Price  efq.  and  has  fince  paffed  through  feveral  hands.  The 
prefent  proprietor  is  Mr.  Barber  of  C’neapfide,  in  London,  who  is  alfo  patron  of 
the  reflory, 

Astwood,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  fix  miles  north-ead  of 
Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  Bedford.  The  manor  defcended  from  the  Paganelfs, 
who  pofleffed  it  immediately  after  the  conqued,  to  the  Somerys,  Suttons,  and 
Botetorts ; being  afterwards  divided,  one  moiety  became  the  property  of  the  Roke- 
leys,  and  (being  called  the  manor  of  Rokeleys,  or  Church-end)  paffed  to  the 
families  of  Alban,  Ingelton,  Tyrrell,  and  Chibnall.  It  was  fold  by  the  latter  in  1667, 
to  trudees,  for  the  ufe  of  John  Thurloe,  formerly  Cromwell’s  fecretary,  then  by 
attainder  rendered  incapable  of  acquiring  or  poffeffmg  any  edate  in  his  own  name 
in  England.  Thurloe’s  daughter  brought  it  in  marriage  to  Francis  Brace,  attorney- 
at-law,  whofe  fon  was  the  proprietor  in  173 5:  it  is  now  the  property  of  Robert 
Trevor  efq.  The  other  moiety  of  the  manor  condituting  the  edate,  called  the 
manor  of  Adwood-Bury,  paffed  from  the  Botetorts  to  the  Lords  Zouche,  of 
Harringwmrth,  and  afterwards  to  the  families  of  Hardwood  and  Nonvood.  Tvring- 
ham  Norwood  efq.  whofe  ancedor  acquired  this  manor  by  purchafe,.  in  the  year 
1540,  fold  it  about  the  year  1620,  to  Samuel  Cranmer  efq.  a collateral  defcendant 
of  the  archbiffiop.  Sir  Caffar  Cranmer,  and  Mr.  Brace,  are  both  defcribed  by 
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the  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia,  publifhed  in  1720,  as  having  feats  at  Aftwood. 
The  manor  of  Aftwood-Bury  is  now  the  property  of  William  Lowndes  Stone  efq. 
whofe  grandfather,  William  Lowndes  efq.  purchafed  it  before  the  year  1752.  The 
old  manfion  at  Aftwood-Bury,  defcribed  by  Browne  Willis  as  one  of  the  fineft 
old  feats  in  the  county,  (and  faid  to  have  been  built  by  one  of  the  Lords  Zouche,) 
was  pulled  down  in  1799. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Cranmer  and  Lowndes ; among 
the  latter  is  the  monument  of  William  Lowndes  efq.  auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
died  in  1775  : he  was  fon  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  fecretary  to  the  Treafury  : the  great 
tithes  of  this  parilh,  which  were  given  by  the  founder  of  Tickford  priory  to  that 
monaftery,  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Trevor : the  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown. 

t 

Aylesbury,  in  the  hundred  of  that  name,  and  in  the  deanery  of  Wendover,  is 
one  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  county : it  is  diftant  from  London  about  forty 
miles  by  way  of  Uxbridge  and  Amerfham,  and  thirty-nine  by  way  of  Tring  and 
Berkhampfted. 

Aylefbury  is  a very  ancient  town,  faid  to  be  one  of  the  ftrongeft  garrifons  of  the 
Britons,  and  to  have  been  taken  by  Cuthwulf,  in  571 n:  its  name  does  not  occur 
again  in  hiftory  till  the  civil  war  of  the  17th  century:  it  was  then  an  important 
garrifon  of  the  parliament  during  the  years  1644  and  1645°,  but  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  fuftained  any  fiege  from  the  royal  army. 

A religious  houfe  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  at  Aylexbury,  in  memory  of 
St.  Ofith,  daughter  of  Fredewald,  a Fagan  king,  who  was  born  at  Quarendon,  and 
beheaded  by  two  Danifh  pirates  in  600  : this  houfe  did  not  exift  at  the  time  of  the 
diffolution  of  monafteries : it  is  mentioned  by  Leland,  who  fays,  on  the  authority 
of  record,  that  it  was  of  the  Trinitarian  order.  There  was  alfo,  at  Aylefbury,  a 
houfe  of  Grey-Friars,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  founded  by  James,  Earl  of 
Ormond,  in  1387  : their  revenues  were  valued  at  3I.  2s.  5d.  per  annum  only,  in 
the  reign  of  Llenry  VIII.  Dr.  London,  one  of  the  vifttors  of  monafteries,  in  his 
letter  to  Lord  Cromwell,  fays,  “ I find  them  at  Aylefbury  very  poor,  and  in 
debtV’  The  fite  of  the  convent  of  the  Grey-Friars  was  granted  by  King 

Henry 

* Sax.  Chron.  * Clarendon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  Svo.  edit.  II.  4 93,  and  Heath’s 

Chronicle,  75. 

f The  following  is  a copy  of  the  furrender  of  their  houfe,  by  which  it  fecms,  that  they  (hewed  little 
reluctance  in  complying  with  their  monarch’s  will,  and  relrnquifhing  a monadic  life  : “ Forafmooche 
as  wee,  the  warden  & freers  of  the  houfe  of  Saynte  Frauncis  of  Ailefourie,  comonly  calld  the  Grey- 
Freers  in  Aylefburie,  in  the  countie  of  Buckingham,  do  profoundly  confider,  that  the  perfection  of 
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Henry  VIII.  to  Sir  John  Baldwin,  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  be- 
came his  country-feat : it  was  afterwards  a feat  of  the  Pakingtons,  till  the  time  of 
the  great  civil  war,  during  which  it  fuftained  fo  much  injury  from  the  parliamentary 
army  in  garrifon  at  Aylefbury,  that  it  was  never  afterwards  inhabited  by  the 
family. 

Aylefbury  became  a borough  town  by  a charter  of  Queen  Mary,  in  1554:  it 
was  at  the  fame  time  made  a corporation,  confiding  of  a bailiff,  ten  aldermen,  and 
twelve  capital  burgeffes,  in  whom  the  right  of  electing  two  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
was  veiled ; but  Aylefbury  did  not  long  continue  to  be  a corporate  town,  the 
powers  of  this  charter  expiring  not  many  years  after  the  date  of  the  grant,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  corporation  neglecting  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  caufed  by  death : 
the  right  of  election  was  from  that  time  veiled  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and 
lot,  till  the  month  of  June,  1804,  when,  in  confequence  of  the  notorious  bribery 
and  corruption  which  had  been  pradlifed  in  the  borough,  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
ceding general  eledtion,  an  adt  of  parliament  paffed,  by  which,  as  the  means  of  pre- 
venting fuch  pradlices  in  future,  the  right  of  eledting  the  members  for  this  borough 
was  veiled  in  the  freeholders  of  the  three  hundreds  of  Aylefbury,  jointly  with  fuch 
perfons  as  had  before  a right  to  vote  by  the  cufloms  of  the  borough.  The  conflables 
of  the  manor  of  Aylefbury,  and  the  prebendal  manor  by  whom  the  town  is  at 
prefent  governed,  are  ftill  the  returning  officers.  During  the  interregnum  this  borough 
was  reprefented  by  Scot  and  Mayne,  two  of  the  regicides. 

Chrillian  livinge  dothe  notte  coneille  in  dome  cerimonies,  waringe  of  a grei  cootte,  difgelinge  ourfelf 
after  ftraunge  faffions,  dohynge,  & beckynge,  in  gurdynge  ourfelves  wyth  a gurdle,  full  of  knotts,  and 
other  like  papiftical  cerimonies,  wherein  wee  have  ben  mooli  principally  pradlifed  & millet  in  times 
pafte,  butt  the  verie  true  waye  to  pleafe  Godd,  Sc  to  live  a true  Chrillen  man,  withoute  all  ypccrifie  Sc 
fayned  diffimulation,  is  fincerely  declarid  unto  us  by  our  Mailer  Chrille,  his  evangelifts  & apollolls, 
being  mynded  hereafter  to  folowe  the  fame,  conforming  ourfelfe  unto  the  will  & pleafure  of  our 
Supreme  Hedde  under  Godd  in  erthe,  the  Kynges  Majeftie,  & notte  to  folowe  henfeforth  the  fuper- 
llicious  tradicions  of  oni  forincicall  potentat  or  poore  ; with  mutual  alfent  & confent  do  fubmit  ourfelves 
unto  the  merci  of  our  faide  Soverayne  Lorde,  & wyth  like  mutual  alfent  & confent  do  furrendre  Sc 
yelde  up  into  the  handes  of  the  fame,  all  our  feide  howfe  of  Sainte  Frauncis  in  Ailelburie,  comonly 
callid  the  Grey-Freers,  in  Ailelburie,  with  all  lands,  tenements,  See.  and  moll  humbly  befeching  his 
mooli  noble  grace  to  difpofe  of  us,  Sc  of  the  fame,  as  bell  lliall  llonde  wyth  his  moll  gracious  pleafure  ; 
& furthur  freely  to  graunte  unto  every  on  of  us  his  licence,  under  wretynge  and  fcealle,  to  chaunge  or 
abytts  into  fecular  fadion,  Sc  to  receve  fuch  maner  of  livinge  as  other  fecular  prills  comonly  be  pre- 
ferred into.  And  we  all  faithfully  lhall  pray  unto  Almightie  Godde  longe  to  preferve  his  moll  noble 
Grace  wyth  increafe  of  moch  felicitie  and  honor ; & in  witnefs  of  all  Sc  fingular  the  premifes,  wee 
the  faid  warden  Sc  covent  of  the  Grey-Freers  in  Ailelburie,  to  thefe  prefents  have  putt  our  covent 
fceall  the  firll  day  of  Q&ober,  in  the  thirtyth  yere  of  the  rayne  of  our  moll  Soverayne  Lord,  King 

Henry  the  Eighthe Per  me  Henricum  Martyne,  Gardianum,  per  me  Gulielmum  May,  Vice  Qar- 

dianum  and  five  others. 
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The  town  of  Aylefbury  has  had,  from  time  immemorial,  a confiderable  market, 
the  tolls  of  which  were  valued,  in  King  Edward  the  Confeflfor’s  time,  at  25I. 
per  annum , and  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey  at  iol.  The  prefent  market, 
which  is  on  Saturday,  is  held  under  a charter  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  bearing  date 
1579  : a market  on  Wednefday,  granted  by  Queen  Mary’s  charter,  has  been  dif- 
ufed : King  John  granted  this  town  a fair  on  St.  Ofwald’s  day : Queen  Mary’s 
charter  grants  two  fairs ; one  at  the  Annunciation,  the  other  on  Holy-Rood  day  : 
Queen  Elizabeth’s  charter  confirms  the  fair  on  Holy-Rood  day,  and  grants  another 
on  the  eve  of  Palm-Sunday.  There  are  now  fix  annual  fairs,  January  20,  March  24, 
May  8,  June  14,  September  25,  and  October  12. 

The  old  town-hall,  which  Hands  in  the  middle  of  the  market-place,  was  built  at 
the  expence  of  Chief  JuPuce  Baldwin,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. ; the  king 
gave  the  timber.  The  affizes  were  removed  to  Aylefbury,  at  the  inflance  of  the 
lord  chief  juflice,  and  a county  gaol  was  built  there.  It  muft  be  obferved,  however, 
that  the  affizes  were  not  from  this  time  conflantly  held  at  Aylefbury,  but  for 
feveral  years,  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I.  wholly  at  Little- 
Brickhill%  now  reduced  to  a fmall  village.  Since  the  year  1758,  the  Lent  Affizes 
only  have  been  held  at  Aylefbury,  and  the  Summer  Affizes  at  Buckingham.  The 
aft  of  parliament  for  building  the  prefent  gaol  and  town-hall  bears  date  1737  : the 
town-hall  has  been  lately  much  improved,  and  the  accefs  to  the  courts  rendered 
more  commodious.  Browne  Willis  feems  to  have  confiderably  over-rated  the 
population  of  this  town,  by  calculating  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  about  50 
years  ago,  at  4000 : their  number,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament 
under  the  population  aft,  in  1801,  was  then  only  2605. 

The  manor  of  Aylefbury  was  anciently  parcel  of  the  demefne  land  of  the  crown  : 
King  John  gave  it  to  Geffrey  Fitz-Piers,  Earl  of  Effex,  from  whofe  family  it  paffed 
fucceffively,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  Botelers,  or  Butlers,  afterwards  Earls  of  Ormond, 
and  the  Boleynes.  Thomas  Boleyne,  Earl  of  Wilts,  father  of  Queen  Anne  Boleyne, 
fold  it  to  Sir  John  Baldwin,  lord  chief  juflice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  whofe  daughter 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  Robert  Pakington,  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
for  the  city  of  London,  w'ho  was  barbaroufly  murdered  in  1537,  on  account  of  his 
known  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion : his  only  fon,  Thomas,  who  was  knighted 
by  Queen  Mary,  was  buried  at  Aylefbury,  with  great  pomp,  in  1571.  Sir  John 
Pakington,  the  grandfon  (fon  of  Thomas),  was  a diftinguifhed  character  in  the 
court  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  a great  favourite  with  her  Majefly,  and  very  popular  in 
the  country  : he  built  a noble  manfion  at  Weftwood,  in  Worcefterfhire,  which  was 
his  principal  refidence ; but  he  lived  occafionally  at  Aylefbury,  where  he  enter- 

9 See  the  account  of  that  parifh. 
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tained  King  James  and  his  Queen,  attended  by  a very  numerous  retinue,  with  un- 
ufual  magnificence r.  Upon  his  fon’s  marriage,  Sir  John  Pakington  gave  him  his 
houfe  at  Aylefbury 5 : about  the  fame  time  (in  1620)  he  procured  him  to  be  made 
a baronet,  he  being -then  only  20  years  of  age:  in  1 623  the  baronet  was  eledled 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  this  borough,  but  died  the  next  year  : in  the  entry  of 
his  burial  in  the  parifh  regifter,  he  is  called  “ Sir  John  Pakington,  knt.  and  bart, 
the  hopes  of  Aylefbury his  father  died  in  1625,  and  was  alfo  buried  at  Aylefbury. 
During  the  civil  war  Sir  John  Pakington,  the  grandfon,  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
conveying  the  manor,  market,  and  other  eftates  at  Aylefbury,  to  Scot,  the  regicide, 
and  others,  as  truftees  for  the  ufe  of  the  town : at  the  reftoration  he  recovered  his 
property,  but  the  houfe,  which  had  fuftained  much  injury  during  the  war,  was 
never  again  made  habitable  : his  defendants  continued  to  poffefs  the  manor,  market, 
&c.  1 ill  the  year  1801,  when  they  were  fold  by  the  prefent  Sir  John  Pakington,  of 
Weftwood,  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

The  manor  of  Broughton-Hollands,  alias  Staveley,  partly  in  this  parifh,  was  for 
many  generations  in  the  Pakingtons,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham. 

The  ancient  family  of  Aylefbury,  who  took  their  name  from  this  town,  held  a 
confiderable  eftate  here,  which  paffed  afterwards  by  marriage  to  the  Chaworths,  by 
the  fervice  of  finding  ftraw  for  the  king’s  bed,  and  to  ftrew  his  chamber ; and 
three  eels,  when  he  fhould  come  to  Aylefbury  in  winter ; and  when  he  fhould  vifit 
it  in  fummer,  ftraw  for  his  bed,  grafs  for  his  chamber,  and  two  green  geefe ; but 
thefe  fervices  were  not  to  be  claimed  more  than  three  times  in  the  year,  in  cafe  the 
king’s  vifits  fhould  be  more  frequent. 

The  parifh  church  is  a large  and  handfome  Gothic  ftrudture,  but  contains  little 
that  is  remarkable : there  is  a monument  in  memory  of  Sir  Henry  Lee’s  lady,  who 
died  in  1584 ; and  an  effigies,  in  white  marble,  dug  up  fome  years  ago  in  the  ruins 
of  the  church  of  the  Grey-Friars,  and  fuppofed  by  Browne  Willis  to  be  that  of 
Sir  Robert  Lee,  who  died  in  1460:  the  arms  on  the  furcoat  are  a feffe,  between 
three  leopards’  faces.  In  the  chancel  are  tablets  in  memory  of  Sir  Francis  Bernard 
bart.  governor  of  Maffachufet’s-Bay,  who  died  in  1779,  and  his  lady. 

The  redtory  of  Aylefbury  forms  a prebendal  corps  in  the  church  of  Lincoln  : 
this  eftate  was  held  on  lives  by  the  family  of  Mead,  from  whom  it  paffed  by 
marriage  to  the  celebrated  John  Wilkes,  alderman  of  London,  who  reprefented  the 
borough  in  parliament,  and  refided  in  the  rectory -houfe  adjoining  the  church,  an 
old  manfiom  which  he  partly-  rebuilt,  and  which  was  afterwards  in  the  occupation  of 
Sir  Francis  Bernard.  Mr.  Wilkes  fold  his  intereft  in  this  eftate  to  Sir  William  Lee : 

1 Ember’s  Baronetage.  3 This  houfe  was  on  the  fite  of  the  Grey  Friars.  See  p.  502. 
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the  fee-fimple  of  it  was  purchafed  under  the  aft  of  parliament  for  the  redemption  of 
the  land-tax,  by  Robert  Browne  efq.  who  has  fince  fold  the  prebendal  manor  to 
the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  : the  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  prebendary.  The 
manor  of  Walton , (a  hamlet  in  this  parifh,  where  was  formerly  a chapel,)  conftituted 
the  corps  of  another  prebend  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  called  the  prebend  of 
Heydor  cum  Walton.  The  leafe  of  this  prebend,  which  had  been  for  many  years 
in  Lord  Melbourn’s  family,  is  now  veiled  in  Lord  Carrington,  who  purchafed  it, 
a few  years  ago,  of  Mr.  Rickford,  of  Aylelbury.  The  hamlet  of  Walton  was  in- 
clofed  by  aft  of  parliament  in  1799  : the  townlhip  and  liberties  of  Aylelbury  had 
been  inclofed,  purfuant  to  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1770 : allotments  of  land 
were  affigned  under  both  afts  to  the  impropriator  and  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

There  were  two  ancient  hofpitals  in  Aylelbury,  dedicated  to  St.  John  and 
St.  Leonard,  founded  by  certain  burgeffes  of  the  town,  for  the  fupport  of  lepers  and 
other  poor:  they  had  both  gone  to  decay  before  1360,  as  appears  by  a record  of 
that  date2. 

Lord  Chief  Jullice  Baldwin  was  a great  benefaftor  to  this  town,  by  making 
caufeys,  and  improving  the  roads  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  John  Bedford  had 
before,  (anno  1494)  conferred  a more  lading  benefit,  by  giving  lands  to  the  town, 
which  now  produce  at  lead  300 1.  per  annum , for  the  repair  of  highways,  and  the 
relief  of  the  poor : an  aft  of  parliament  for  fettling  the  lands  thus  given  by  John 
Bedford,  paffed  in  the  year  1586.  Mr.  Henry  Philips,  in  the  year  1714,  built  a 
grammar-fehool  in  this  town,  and  gave  for  its  endowment  the  fum  of  5000I.  with 
which  was  purchafed  the  manor  of  Broughton- Abbots,  in  the  neighbouring  parilh 
of  Bierton : the  falary  of  the  mader,  which  is  difcretional,  is  now  about  60I. 
■per  annum . 

There  is  no  manufacture  carried  on  in  this  town,  excepting  that  of  lace.  There 
are  meeting-houfes  for  the  prelbyterians,  anabaptids,  quakers,  and  methodids. 

Barton-Hartshorne,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  is  a fmall 
village,  lying  about  four  miles  fouth-wed  of  the  county  town  : there  were  anciently 
two  manors  in  this  parifh,  which  belonged  to  the  inonaderies  of  Ofeney  and  Chet- 
wode : the  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  monks  of  Ofeney,  was  granted  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  to  John  Wellefborne,  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Paxt-ons,  in  1570* 
and  from  them  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Butterfield  and  Southam. 
Since  the  publication  of  Browne  Willis’s  hidory  of  the  hundred  of  Buckingham, 
it  has  been  divided  into  feveralties.  The  other  manor,  after  the  furrender  of  the 
priory  of  Chetwode,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  William  Rifley,  whofe 

* Dugdale’s  M'onafticon,  II.  396. 
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defcendant,  Paul  Rifley  efq.  was  the  proprietor  in  the  year  1 735 : it  is  now  in  the 
family  of  Bowles,  who  have  poffeffed  it  ever  fince  the  year  1750,  if  not  before: 
the  redory,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  benefice,  which  is  a donative  or 
curacy,  has  been  always  annexed  to  this  manor. 

Beaconsfield,  a fmall  market  town  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham, 
is  didant  about  23  miles  from  London,  on  the  road  to  Oxford  through  High- 
Wycombe : the  market  day  is  Wednefday,  but  the  market  is  almofl  wrholly  dif- 
continued,  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Wycombe  and  Uxbridge  having  drawn 
away  mod  of  the  bufmefs : there  is  a fair  on  Old  Candlemas  day,  and  another  on 
Holy  Thurfday.  Browne  Willis  calculated  the  number  of  inhabitants,  about  50 
years  ago,  at  550  : their  number,  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  made  under  the 
Population  Ad,  was  1 149. 

The  manor  of  Beaconsfield  was  anciently  an  edate  of  the  Windfors,  and  after- 
wards became  the  property  of  Burnham- Abbey  : it  now  belongs  to  Edmund  Waller 
efq.  of  Farmington,  in  Gloucederfhire,  in  whofe  family  it  has  been  for  many  years  : 
their  ancedor,  Edmund  Waller,  the  celebrated  poet,  was  proprietor  of  this  manor 
and  that  of  Hall-Barns,  and  redded  at  Hall-Barns,  the  ancient  family  feat,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  Maxwell : among  the  pictures  at  this  manfion  is  a portrait  of 
the  poet,  painted  when  he  was  23  years  of  age  ; another,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  intended  for  him  at  a more  advanced  age  ; and  a portrait  of  a lady,  faid  to  be 
that  of  Sachariffa,  the -favourite  fubjed  of  his  mufe.  Edmund  Waller  was  born,  as 
before  mentioned,  at  Colefhill,  in  the  parifh  of  Amerfham,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
church-yard  at  Beaconsfield,  where  is  a monument  to  his  memory,  with  the  follow- 
ing infcription  : “ Hens  Viator , tumulatum  vides  Edmundum  Waller , qui  tanti  nominis 
poeta , et  idem  avitis  opibus  inter  primos  fp eel ab ills,  mnfis  fe  dedit  Iff  patriae.  N'ondum 
ododecenarius , inter  ardua  regni  trad  antes,  fedem  habuit  a burgo  de  Amerfhasn  miffus. 
Hie  vita  curfus , nee  oneri  defuit  fenex , vixitque  femper  populo  char  us,  principibus  in 
deliciis,  admiratione  omnibus.  Hie  conditur,  tumulo  fub  eodem , rard  virtUte  & mulid 
prole  nobilis  uxor  Maria  ex  Brejfyorum  familid,  cum  Edmundo  Waller  conjuge  charijjimo, 
quern  ter  Iff  decies  latum  fecit  patrem  5 ft  His  & fdiabus  8 quos  mundo  dedit  Iff  calum 
rediit. 

“ Edmundi  Waller  hie  jacet  id  quantum  morti  cejfit ; qui  inter  poetas  fui  temporis 
facile  princeps , lauream  quem  meruit  adolefcens  odogenarius  baud  abdicavit.  Huic 
debet  patria  lingua , quod  credas,fi  Grace  Latineque  intermitterent  mufa  loqui,  amarent 
Anglice,  Eloc  marmore  Edmundo  Waller,  Mariaque  ex  fecundis  nuptiis  conjugi , 
pienti firms  parent'dous , pientifjime  parentavit  Edmundus  filius.  Honores  bene  rneren - 
tibus  ext  nemos  dedit  quos  ipfe  fugit  E.  L..  W.  /.  F.  III.  G.  ex  Tejlamenio  H.  M.  P. 
mpfe  julii,  ij  co. 
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i(  Edmundus  Waller , cui  hoc  M armor  facrum  ejl,  Coljhill  nafcendi  locum  habuit , 
Cantabrigian  Jludendi , patrem  Robertum , ex  Hamdena  Jlirpe  matrem.  Ccepit  vivere 
3&  Mar tii  A.  D.  1605.  Prima  Uxor  Anna  Edwardi  Banks  jilia  unica  & hares  ; ex 
prima  bis  pater  f actus,  ex  fecunda  tredecies , cui  & duo  lujlra  fuperjles , Obiit  2 1 Odob. 
A . D.  1687.” 

Gregories,  in  this  parifh,  which  belonged  alfo  to  the  Wallers,  has  of  late  years 
acquired  much  celebrity,  as  the  feat  of  Edmund  Burke;  who,  for  critical  take  and 
brilliancy  of  language,  will  ever  be  ranked  in  the  firft  clafs  of  Englifh  writers ; 
whofe  manners  were  fo  engaging,  whofe  converfation  talents  were  fo  fafcinating, 
that  his  company  was  eagerly  fought  after  by  all  who  could  make  pretenfions  to 
kindred  genius ; and  Gregories  was  the  frequent  refort  of  the  mod  eminent  literary 
and  political  characters  of  the  age.  Mr.  Burke  died  at  Gregories,  (which  is  now 
the  feat  of  his  widow)  in  1797,  and  was  buried  in  Beaconsfield  church,  where  a 
marble  tablet  has  been  put  up  with  this  fliort  infcription  to  his  memory : — “ Near 
this  place  lies  interred  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke, 
who  died  on  the  gth  of  July,  1 797,  aged  68  years.”  The  infcription  records  alfo 
his  only  fon,  Richard  Burke,  who  reprefented  the  borough  of  Malton  in  parlia- 
ment, and  his  brother,  Richard  Burke,  recorder  of  Briftol : they  both  died  in 
the  year  1794. 

Wilton-park,  in  this  parifh,  was  for  many  years  a feat  of  the  family  of  Bafill, 
now  of  James  Dupre  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  Wallers  of  Gregories : in  a 
chapel,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chancel,  is  an  ancient  altar-tonrb  for  one  of  the 
Bulftrode  family.  The  advowfon  of  the  rectory  was  purchafed  by  the  prefident 
and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  College,  in  Oxford,  about  the  year  1 705. 

Bechampton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  fix  miles 
north-eafl  of  the  county  town,  and  about  three  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Stony-Stratford. 
The  manor  palfed  either  by  purchafe  or  inheritance,  through  the  families  of  Fitz- 
Richard,  Bechampton,  Wolf,  Edy,  Fofler  and  Pigott.  Thomas  Pigott  fold  it, 
about  the  year  1609,  to  Sir  Thomas  Bennet,  Lord  Mayor  of  London.  Sir  Simon 
Bennet,  his  fon,  whofe  principal  refidence  was  at  Bechampton,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1627  : this  Sir  Simon  was  a great  benefactor  to  the  poor,  and  to  Univerfity 
College  in  Oxford  : the  title  became  extinct  at  his  death,  which  happsned  in  1631. 
The  manor  of  Bechampton,  after  having  been  poffefled  by  his  nephew,  defcended 
by  a female  heir  to  the  noble  family  of  Cecil,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis 
of  Salifbury.  The  remains  of  the  manfion,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  Bennets, 
have  been  converted  into  a farm-houfe ; the  great  hall  is  {landing. 
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In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Bennet  family,  among  which  is 
that  of  Sir  Simon  Bennet,  put  up  by  Univerfity  College  more  than  100  years  after 
his  death : it  was  erefted  not  long  after  the  publication  of  Browne  Willis’s  hiltory 
of  the  hundred  of  Buckingham,  in  which,  the  intention  of  the  college  is  mentioned, 
and  much  blame  imputed  to  them  for  having  delayed  it  fo  long. 

The  re  Tory  of  Bechampton  was  formerly  in  moieties  ; the  patronage  of  one  of 
thefe  was  given  by  Robert  Fitz-Neale  to  the  priory  of  Luffield,  in  1 329* ; the  other 
was  in  the  lord  of  the  manor  : in  1470  they  were  united,  on  condition  of  alternate 
prefentation.  Since  the  reformation,  the  advowfon  has  been  wholly  in  the  lords 
of  the  manor. 

Mr.  William  Elmer,  who  died  in  1652,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  1648,  founded 
a free  grammar-fchool  in  this  parilh.  The  fchool-houfe,  built  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  eftate,  was  finifhed  in  1667.  By  the  founder’s  will,  the  mailer  mud  be  a fingle 
min,  and  refide  at  the  fchool-houfe ; the  fchool  is  endowed  with  lands,  (now  let  at 
43 1.  per  annum ,)  charged  with  the  payment  of  40s.  per  annum  each,  to  eight  poor 
men,  and  20s.  per  annum  each  to  eight  poor  women  ; three  of  the  men,  and  as  many 
of  the  women,  mufl  be  inhabitants  of  Bechampton.  Mr.  Elmer  gave  alfo  5I.  per 
annum  to  apprentice  a child,  and  fome  lands  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  the  repair 
of  highways,  &c. 

Biddlesdon,  or  Bittlesden,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham, 
lies  about  fix  miles  north-weft  of  the  county  town,  on  the  borders  of  Northampton- 
fhire.  The  manor  was  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  the  property  of  Robert  de  Mepper- 
fhall,  who  is  faid  by  Camden  to  have  forfeited  it,  for  dealing  one  of  the  king’s 
hounds ; but  other  writers  fay,  that  it  was  forfeited  as  an  efcheat  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  as  his  lord  paramount.  The  fad,  as  dated  in  the  original  record, 
printed  in  Dugdale’s  Monafticon,  appears  to  be,  that  Robert  de  Mepperlhall  having 
been  fued  in  the  King’s  Court,  for  dealing  a dog,  gave  this  manor  to  Geffrey  de 
Clinton,  the  king’s  chamberlain,  to  befriend  him  in  the  fuit ; but  having  married 
fome  time  afterwards  a relation  of  the  chamberlain’s,  it  was  given  back  to  him. 
After  this,  going  to  refide  at  his  native  place,  Mepperfhall,  in  Bedfordfhire,  he 
negleded  to  pay  the  fervices  due  to  the  Earl  of  Leicefter  (as  his  lord  paramount)  for 
the  manor  of  Biddlefdon,  whereupon  the  earl  feized  the  manor  into  his  own 
hands,  and  gave  it  to  Ernald  de  Bofco,  his  deward.  De  Bofco,  being  fearful  that 
he  Ihould  be  obliged  at  fome  future  period  to  reftore  it,  gave  it,  with  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter’s  permiffion,  to  the  monks  of  Gerendon,  in  Leicederfhire,  to  the  intent 
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that  they  might  found  a convent  of  the  Ciltercian  order  at  Biddlefdon,  which  was 
done  accordingly,  in  the  year  1147.  The  revenues  of  their  monaftery  were  valued 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  at  125I.  4s.  4d.  per  annum.  After  the  reformation, 
its  fite  was  granted,  together  with  the  manor,  to  Thomas  Lord  Wriothefley : this 
eftate  foon  afterwards  palled  by  purchafe  to  the  Peckhams : having  been  feized  by 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  fatisfaclion  for  a debt  due  to  the  crown,  fhe  gave  it  to  Arthur 
Lord  Grey,  on  the  attainder  of  whofe  fon,  in  1603,  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and 
was  granted  in  1614  to  Sir  George  Villiers,  afterwards  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
George  Villiers,  the  fecond  and  laft  duke  of  that  name,  fold  it  in  1681  to  Mr.  Sayer, 
of  whofe  family  it  was  purchafed  by  Earl  Verney.  Biddlefdon-houfe,  which  was 
for  a time  one  of  Lord  Verney ’s  feats,  is  now  the  refidence  of  George  Morgan  efq. 
late  of  Abercothy,  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen,  who,  jointly  with  his  brother. 
Dr.  Morgan,  prebendary  of  GJoucefter,  purchafed  the  eftate  in  the  year  1791,  of 
Lady  Fermanagh,  niece  of  the  late  Earl  Verney. 

Browne  Willis,  in  his  hiltory  of  the  hundred  of  Buckingham,  tells  us,  that  in 
1712,  there  were  confiderable  remains  of  the  abbey  and  conventual  church  ; part 
of  the  eaft  fide  of  the  cloifters,  part  of  a tower,  a fmall  chapel,  and  the  chapter- 
houfe,  a handfome  room,  about  forty  feet  fquare,  with  a vaulted  roof,  fupported 
by  four  pillars : in  the  chapel  was  a monument  of  one  of  the  Lords  Zouch. 
The  fame  author  alfo  mentions  the  tombs  of  Thomas  Billing,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  Court  of  Common-Pleas,  who  died  in  1481;  one  of  the^Lovett  family,  and 
fome  others.  All  traces  of  the  abbey  had  been  fo  entirely  deflroyed  by  Mr.  Sayer, 
before  the  publication  of  Mr.  Willis’s  work,  that  he  had  not  left  any  thing  that 
could  indicate  the  fite  of  an  ancient  building.  A modern  chapel,  built  by  Mr. 
Sayer,  adjoining  the  houfe,  ferves  as  the  parilh  church.  Mr.  Morgan  is  impro- 
priator of  the  great  tithes,  and  patron  of  the  benefice,  which  is  a donative  or  curacy. 

The  abbot  and  convent  had,  in  1315,  a charter  fora  weekly  market,  at  Biddlefdon, 
on  Mondays,  and  a fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Margaret : it  is  now  a very  fmall 
village.  At  Everfaw , in  this  parilh,  was  formerly  a chapel,  dedicated  to  St. 
Nicholas. 

Bierton,  or  Burton,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  a mile  and  a half  north-ealt  of  the  town  of  Aylefbury : Sir  John  Pak- 
ington  had  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  has  been,  from  time  immemorial,  an  ap- 
pendage to  that  of  Aylefbury,  and  was  purchafed  with  it  in  1801,  by  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham.  Another  manor,  called  from  a family  who  polfelfed  it  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  Bierton-Stonors,  with  Wandesford,  is  alfo  the  property  of  the 
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Marquis  of  Buckingham.  A third  manor  has  always  paffed  with  that  of  Hulcot, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  John  Baker  efq. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage,  which  is  in  their 
peculiar  jurifdiftion.  Sir  George  Lee  is  leffee  of  the  reflory,  under  the  dean  and 
chapter. 

In  this  parifh  is  a large  hamlet,  called  Broughton.  The  manor  of  Broughton 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Lords  Lovell  and  Holland,  and,  at  an  earlier  period,  pro- 
bably to  the  family  of  Staveley,  it  being  called  the  manor  of  Broughton-Staveley, 
otherwife  Broughton-Hollands.  It  has  been  of  late  years  in  the  Pakingtons,  and 
was  fold  by  Sir  John  Pakington,  in  1801,  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  The 
manor  of  Broughton-Abbots,  which  extends  into  the  parifh  of  Hulcot,  belongs  to 
the  truftees  of  the  gramma r-fchool  at  Aylefbury. 

The  parifhes  of  Bierton  and  Hulcot  have  been  inclofed  by  an  a 61  of  parliament, 
paffed  in  1 779,  when  allotments  of  land  were  aftigned  in  lieu  of  the  reflorial  and 
vicarial  tithes.  Rent  charges  were  allotted  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  the  Aylefbury 
fchool  inclofure,  and  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  poor  as  a compenfation 
for  their  rights. 

Blechley,  or  Bletchley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about 
a mile  and  a half  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Fenny-Stratford.  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of 
Buckingham,  poflefied  by  grant  from  William  Rufus  the  whole  landed  property 
of  this  pariih,  which  was  inherited  by  Richard  de  Clare,  Earl  of  Hertford,  who 
married  his  grandaughter  Roefia.  Helena,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Hertford, 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  John  de  Grey,  whofe  great  grandfon,  Reginald,  bequeathed 
the  manor  of  Over  or  Church-Bletchley,  with  thofe  of  Water-Eaton  and  Water-HaH,, 
both  in  this  parifh,  to  his  eldefl  fon,  John  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  and  the  manor  of 
Weft  or  Old  Bletchley,  to  his  younger  fon  Roger,  who  became  Lord  Grey  of 
Ruthin.  The  manor  of  Water-Eaton  was  held  by  the  fervice  of  keeping  a falcon, 
for  flight,  for  the  king’s  ufe  j and  for  the  charges  of  keeping  it,  the  lord  was 
entitled,  on  the  day  that  he  carried  it  to  court,  to  a horfe  with  its  equipage,  the 
king’s  table,  with  the  trefiels  and  table-cloth,  all  the  veflels  with  which  the  king 
was  ferved  on  that  day,  and  a cafk  of  wine,  as  foon  as  the  king  had  tafted  it.  The 
manor  of  Water-Hall  was  held  by  the  fervice  of  finding  a man  on  a horfe  without 
a faddle,  a bow  without  a firing,  and  an  arrow  without  a headb.  The  defcendanre 
of  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  continued  to  poffefs  thefe  manors,  and  that  of  Church- 
Bletchley,  above  400  years,  until  the  attainder  of  Thomas  Lord  Grey,  in  1603,. 


'“  Blount’s  Tenures, 
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King  James  granted  them,  in  1606,  to  George  Viiliers,  afterwards  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham. In  Oliver  Cromwell’s  time  they  were  fold,  as  confifcated  lands,  to  Sir  Philip 
Skippon.  George  Viiliers,  the  younger,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  recovered  them 
at  the  reftoration,  and,  in  1674,  fold  them  to  Dr.  Thomas  Willis,  a very  eminent 
phyfician,  grandfather  of  Mr.  Browne  Willis,  the  celebrated  antiquary.  The  other 
manor  (Well  Bletchley)  was  purchafed  of  Henry  Grey,  Earl  of  Kent,  by  Cathe- 
rine, Duchefs  Dowager  of  Buckingham,  whofe  fon,  the  fecond  duke,  having  fold 
it  to  Dr.  Willis,  all  the  manors  became  again  united. 

The  Lords  Grey,  of  Wilton,  had  in  ancient  times  a feat  at  Water-Eaton,  and 
another  at  Water-Hall,  both  long  ago  dellroyed.  Browne  Willis,  in  1711,  built  a 
houfe  for  his  own  refidence  at  Water-Hall,  which  has  been  lately  pulled  down  by 
its  prefent  owner,  Mr.  Harrifon.  Browne  Willis’s  grand  fon,  the  late  John  Willis 
Fleming  efq. c fold  the  manors  of  Bletchley,  Water-Eaton,  and  Fenny-Stratford, 
(which  is  alfo  in  this  parilh,)  to  the  Rev.  Philip  Barton,  of  Great  Brickhill,  and 
they  are  now  the  property  of  his  devifee,  Ph.  Duncombe  Pauncefort  efq. 

The  parilh  church,  a handfome  Gothic  llru&ure,  was  repaired  and  ornamented 
at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Browne  Willis,  who  added  the  pinnacles  to  the  tower,  re-call 
the  bells,  and  gave  a new  font.  The  internal  decorations,  on  which  he  expended 
a large  fum,  but  ill  accord  with  the  llyle  of  the  building ; the  altar-piece,  and  the 
fcreen  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  are  Grsecian,  and  the  pillars  painted  to  re- 
femble  veined  marble.  It  appears  by  a book  of  memorandums,  bequeathed  by  Mr. 
Willis  to  the  redtors  of  Bletchley,  that  he  expended  in  the  whole,  1 346 1.  on  the 
repairs  and  ornaments  of  the  church,  to  which  he  was  induced,  he  fays,  by  the 
(circumllance  of  his  father  and  mother  having  been  there  interred,  elleeming  it  a 
greater  adt  of  piety,  and  as  great  a refpedl  to  their  memory,  as  if  he  had  eredled  a 
collly  monument  over  their  remains.  Mr.  Willis  made  it  his  folemn  requell  to  the 
future  redlors  of  Bletchley,  that  they  would,  out  of  remembrance  to  his  many 
benefadlions  to  the  parilh,  either  preach  an  annual  fermon  themfelves,  or  caufe  it  to 
be  preached  by  their  curates,  on  the  8th  of  September,  being  the  anniverfary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  church,  exhorting  the  parilhioners  in  what  manner  they  ought  to 
celebrate  the  wake  or  feall,  as  had  been  done  by  his  coufin,  Mr.  Archdeacon  Benfon, 
then  redlor  (afterwards  Bilhop  of  Glouceller,)  and  his  predecelfor,  Dr.  Wells. 

In  the  chancel  at  Bletchley  is  a remarkable  tablet,  in  memory  of  Dr.  Sparke, 
redlor  of  the  parilh,  who  died  in  1616,  with  his  portrait  very  neatly  engraved  on 
copper,  and  extremely  well  preferved,  being  inclofed  within  a wooden  cafe.  It  feems 

* He  was  the  fon  of  his  elded  fon,  Thomas  Willis  efq.  of  Water-Hall,  and  took  the  name  of 
Fleming. 
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by  the  (lyle  to  have  been  the  work  of  Dr.  Haydock,  the  fame  artift:  who  engraved 
the  .portrait  of  Erafmus  Williams,  (a  contemporary  of  Dr.  Sparke’s,)  in  Tingewick 
church.  There  is  a remarkable  monument  alfo,  in  memory  of  Mr.  Edward  Tayler, 
and  his  wife  Faith,  with  their  portraits  (full  faces)  (ketched  in  white  on  black  marble, 
and  ornamented  with  various  devices.  The  infcription  is  very  quaint,  with  ana- 
grams, & c.  There  are  memorials  on  flat  (tones  for  Mr.  Browne  Willis’s  father 
and  mother,  and  others  of  his  > family.  In  the  north  aide  is  a monument  for  his 
wife,  a bad  imitation  of  an  ancient  altar-tomb  : it  appears  by  the  infcription,  that 
both  Mrs.  Willis  and  himfelf  were  defcended  from  the  ancient  lords  of  the  manor  of 
Bletchley,  whofe  arms  are  placed  round  the  aide,  painted  on  wooden  tablets : in 
this  aide  alfo  is  the  tomb  of  Richard  Lord  Grey,  who  died  in  1442,  at  Water- 
Hall  ; the  effigies  of  the  deceafed  was  repaired  and  re-cut,  by  Wefton  the  (tatuary, 
at  Mr.  Willis’s  expence. 

William  Cole,  the  Cambridge  antiquary,  was  redtor  of  Bletchley  from  1753  to 
1 767  : the  redlory  is  in  the  patronage  of  John  Willis  efq.  to  whom  the  advowfon 
was  bequeathed,  with  other  property,  by  his  coufin,  the  late  John  Willis  Fleming 
efq. 

Fenny-Stratford , a fmall  decayed  market-town,  fituated  on  the  road  to  Liver- 
pool, (the  ancient  Watling-Street,)  45  miles  from  London,  (lands  partly  in  the 
parilh  of  Bletchley,  and  partly  in  that  of  Simpfon.  The  chapel,  which  is  in 
Bletchley,  having  been  dilapidated  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  was 
rebuilt  by  fubfcriptions,  procured  by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Browne  Willis.  The  firlt 
(tone  was  laid  by  Mr.  Willis,  in  1724,  on  St.  Martin’s  day,  and  the  chapel  was 
dedicated  by  him  to  that  faint,  for  a reafon  which  (Irongly  indicates  that  whimflcal 
difpofition  for  which  he  was  remarkable,  becaufe  his  grandfather  died  on  St. 
Martin’s-day,  in  St.  Martin’s  laned. 

The 


-■  ^ 

4 When  the  chapel  was  finifhed,  he  eaufed  an  engraved  portrait  of  his  grandfather  to  be  hung  up 
at  the  entrance,  with  the  following  lines: 


“ In  honour  of  thy  memory,  bleffed  (hade. 

Was  the  foundation  of  this  chapel  laid, 

Purchafed  by  thee,  thy  fon,  and  prefent  heir 
Owe  thefe  three  manors  to  thy  art  and  care  ; 

For  this  may  all  thy  race  thanks  ever  pay, 

And  yearly  celebrate  St.  Martin’s  day.” 

The  chapel  was  confecrated  on  the  27th  of -May,  1730,  upon  which  occafion  Mr.  Willis  addreffed 
his  diocefan  in  the  following  fpeech  : 
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The  ceiling  of  Fenny-Stratford  chapel  is  adorned  with  numerous  coats  of  arms,, 
being  thofe  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  who  fubfcribed  towards  the  building.  Within 
the  rails  of  the  communion  table  lie  the  remains  of  the  celebrated  antiquary,  who 
may  juflly  be  confidered  as  the  founder.  On  his  tomb  is  the  following  infcription  : 
— Hie  fitus  eft  Browne  Willis , antiquarius , cujns  cl.  avi  ceterncz  memories  Eho.  Willis 
archiatri  totius  Europce  celeberrimi , defundi  die  Sandi  Martini  A.  D.  1 675,  hac 
capella  exiguum  monumentum  eft:  Obi  it  50  die  Feb.  A.  D.  1760,  JEtatis  face  78. 
0 Chrifie,  fotcr,  & Judex,  hide  pcccatorum  primo,  mifericors  & propitius  eftoA  Mr. 
Willis’s  corpfe  was  attended  to  the  place  of  interment,  at  his  own  requeft,  by  the 
corporation  of  Buckingham,  to  which  town  he  had  ever  borne  a fmgular  affe&ion. 
By  his  will,  he  bequeaths  a benefaction  for  a fermon  in  this  chapel  on  St.  Martin’s 
day,  and  he  requefts  that  the  redor  of  Bletchley  may  never  have  the  cure  of  Fenny- 
Stratford  ; but  he  direCts  that  if  the  reCtor  will  contribute  61.  per  annum  towards  his 
falary,  he  fhall  have  the  appointment  of  the  curate,  and  he  requefts  his  heirs  to 
augment  the  curacy  : it  does  not  appear  that  this  has  ever  been  done  ; nor  has  the 
reCtor  acquired  the  patronage  of  the  chapel,  which  (fill  belongs  to  Mr.  Willis’s 
family.  To  the  manufeript  collections,  as  well  as  to  the  printed  work  of  Mr. 
Willis,  we  have  been  much  indebted  in  our  brief  notices  of  this  county.  His  printed 

“ Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 

“ I humbly  beg  leave  to  prefent  to  your  Lordihip  the  date  of  the  town  of  Stratford,  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham  : It  had  formerly  a handfome  fpacious  chapel,  confiding  of  two  or  three  aides,  with  an 
embattled  tower,  in  which  were  four  bells.  In  this  chapel,  which  was  in  the  parith  of  Bletchley,  were 
vifitations  frequently  held  for  the  archdeaconry  of  Buckingham  ; but  this  being  facrilegioufly  demo- 
lifhed,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  town  of  Stratford,  they  have  been  for 
' many  years  deditute  of  a place  for  divine  worfliip,  and  neceffitated  to  come  above  a mile  and  a quarter 
to  church,  by  reafon  of  which  unhappy  circumftances,  elderly  and  infirm  people  have  been  prevented 
from  hearing  divine  fervice  and  fermons,  while  the  younger  fort  have  made  it  a pretence  to  frequent  no 
worfhip  at  all,  and  others  have  reforted  to  fchifmatical  teachers,  and  leparated  themfelves  from  the 
communion  of  our  mod  excellent  Church  : all  which  has  tended  to  the  fcandal  of  religion  in  general, 
and  the  profanation  of  the  Lord’s  day  in  particular.  To  put  a dop  to  thefe  bad  confequenccs,  and 
take  away  fo  jud  a reproach,  (having  purchafed  the  ground  whereon  our  former  chapel  dood,)  we  have, 
through  the  liberality  of  feveral  noble  and  generous  benefadlors,  at  length  been  enabled  to  ere£t 
and  finifh  a decent  chapel,  and  to  inclofe  a cemetery  ; and  in  order  to  provide  for  a minider  to  officiate 
therein,  we  have  endowed  it  in  fome  meafure  ourfelves,  being  thereunto  excited  by  the  encouragement 
given  us  in  obtaining  the  bounty  of  our  late  excellent  Queen  Anne  ; and  having  thus  prepared  matters, 
by  the  affidance  of  our  worthy  redlor,  Mr.  Archdeacon,  Dr.  Martin  Benfon,  we  are  now  become 
earned  petitioners  to  your  Lordfhip,  that  this  drufture  fo  eredled  and  edablifhed,  with  the  cemetery 
adjoining,  may,  by  your  facred  office  and  minidry,  be  feparated  from  common  and  profane  ufes,  and  ap- 
propriated to  the  worfhip  of  Almighty  God,  who  has,  of  his  great  mercy  and  goodnefs,  thus  re- 
dored  to  us  the  place  of  old  dedicated  to  his  honour,  and  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  fervants  to 
rebuild  it.” 
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work  contains  only  the  hiflory  of  the  town  and  hundred  of  Buckingham,  but  he 
had  made  large  collections  towards  a hiflory  of  the  whole  county,  now  in  the 
Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford.  Thefe  collections  have  been  found  extremely  ufeful, 
particularly  in  tracing  the  hiflory  of  landed  property,  a department  of  topography 
in  which  he  evinces  much  induftry  and  ikill.  His  church  notes  are  chiefly  valuable, 
as  recording  many  monumental  infcriptions,  which  have  fmce  his  time  been  either 
removed  or  obliterated.  In  tafte  he  was  certainly  deficient,  for  he  pafies  over  with- 
out mention  the  moft  beautiful  fpecimens  of  ancient  architecture,  while  he  dwells 
with  minutenefs  on  the  dimenfions  of  the  buildings,  the  number  of  bells,  their  in- 
fcriptions, &c. 

Fenny-Stratford  had  from  time  immemorial  a market  on  Mondays,  which  was 
confirmed  by  charter  in  1609  : during  the  civil  war  it  was  difcontinued,  but  revived 
after  the  reftoration.  In  1665,  this  fmall  town  was  much  depopulated  by  the 
plague,  of  which  139  perfons  died;  the  inns  were  {hut  up,  and  the  road  turned 
for  a while  into  another  direction e : this  misfortune  proved  alfo  fatal  to  the  market, 
which  has  never  flourifhed  fince,  and  has  now  been  many  years  wholly  difcontinued. 
John  de  Grey,  in  1269,  procured  a grant  of  a fair  to  lafl  feven  days,  at  the  feftival 
of  the  Nativity  of  the  Virgin  Mary;  the  charter  of  1609  grants  a fair  to  be 
held  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  April,  and  another  on  Michaelmas-day  : there 
are  now  four  annual  fairs,  April  19th,  July  18th,  OCt.  1 1,  and  Nov.  28  : the  fair 
on  the  19th  of  April  is  chiefly  for  barren  cows;  that  of  OCt.  11,  chiefly  for 
hiring  fervants. 

There  was  anciently  a gild  or  fraternity  at  Fenny-Stratford,  dedicated  to  St.  Mar- 
garet and  St.  Catharine,  which  was  founded  in  1494,  by  Roger  and  John  Hebbes. 
It  confided  of  an  alderman,  two  wardens,  and  an  indefinite  number  of  brethren 
and  filters : the  Brotherhood-houfe  is  now  the  Bull-Inn : the  Swan  at  this  town 
was  an  inn  bearing  the  fame  name  in  1474. 

The  hamlet  of  Fenny-Stratford  was  inclofed  by  an  aCt  of  parliament,  pafied  in 
1790  : the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Bledlow,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  about  fix  miles  fouth-eafl  of  Thame.  The  manor  of  this 
place,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the  alien  priory  of  Okeborne,  was  given  by 
King  Henry  VI.  to  John,  Duke  of  Bedford,  and,  after  his  death,  to  the  provoft 
and  fellows  of  Eton  College,  under  whom  it  has  been  for  fome  time  held  on  leafe, 

' MS.  Colle&ions  by  the  Rev.  William  Cole,  the  Cambridge  antiquary,  (who  was  reftor  of 
Bletchley,)  now  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 
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by  the  family  of  Badcock.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  Anderfon,  and  Thomas  Spiers  efq. 
give  a deputation  for  an  eftate,  called  the  manor  of  Bledlow,  late  Corhams. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  of  the  earlieft  Gothic  archite&ure,  are  memorials 
of  the  family  of  Croife,  who  had  a feat  here,  and  held  the  rectorial  manor  under 
the  provoft  and  fellows  of  Eton  College,  to  whom  the  redory,  which  had  belonged 
before  to  the  abbey  of  Greftein,  in  Normandy,  was  appropriated  in  1444.  The 
vicarage  is  in  the  patronage  of  Lord  Carrington,  who  has  lately  purchafed  the  leafe 
of  the  re&orial  manor,  (to  which  a part  of  the  impropriation  is  annexed,)  and  the 
advowfon,  of  Mr.  Whitbread.  The  latter  bought  this  eftate*of  the  Haytons,  who 
inherited  by  female  defcent  from  the  family  of  Croife. 

Bledlow  church  Hands  near  the  edge  of  a rock,  under  which,  in  a deep  glen 
overgrown  with  trees,  and  exhibiting  fome  pidurefque  fcenery,  little  to  be  expeded 
from  the  charader  of  the  neighbouring  country,  ilfue  fome  tranfparent  fprings,  which 
form  there  a pond  called  the  Lyde.  They  are  faid  to  wear  away  the  rock,  which 
has  occafioned  the  following  local  proverb  : 

“ They  who  live  and  do  abide 

Shall  fee  Bledlow  Church  fall  into  the  Lyde.” 

Borstall,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about 
nine  miles  north-weft  of  Thame,  in  Oxfordffiire,  and  about  13  miles  weft  of 
Aylefbury.  Tradition  fays,  that  the  fite  of  this  manor  was  given  by  King  Edward 
the  ConfelTor  to  one  Nigel,  for  his  fervices  in  flaying  a wild  boar,  which  infefted 
the  foreft  of  Bernwood,  to  be  held  by  cornage,  or  the  fervice  of  a horn  ; and  that 
the  manfion  built  by  him  on  this  land  was  called  Boar-ftall,  in  memory  of  the 
flain  boar.  It  appears  from  an  inquifttion  taken  in  the  year  1265,  that  Sir  John 
Fitz-Nigel  or  Fitz-Neale  then  held  a hide  of  arable  land,  called  the  Dere-hide,  at 
Borftall,  and  a wood,  called  Hull-Wood,  by  grand  ferjeanty,  as  keeper  of  the 
foreft  of  Bernwood  ; that  their  anceftors  had  poftefled  thefe  lands,  and  this  office,, 
before  the  conqueft,  and  held  them  by  the  fervice  of  a horn,  as  the  charter  of  the  faid 
foreft ; that  they  had  been  unjuftly  withheld  by  the  family  of  Lifures,  of  whom 
William  Fitz-Nigel,  father  of  Sir  John,  had  been  obliged  to  purchafe  themh  It 
appears  that,  about  three  years  before  the  date  of  this  inquifttion,  Borftall-houfe  was 
the  property  of  William  Belet It  is  certain  that  the  manor  of  Borftall  pafled  by 
marriage  from  the  Fitz-Neales  to  the  family  of  Handle.  John  de  Handlo  had  the 
king’s  licence  to  fortify  his  manfion  at  Borftall,  in  1312.  In  1327  he  was  fum- 

1 Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  2 65.  s Pat.  4S  Hen.  III.  m.  16. 
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moned  to  parliament  as  a baron.  From  his  defcendants  the  manor  of  Borftail 
paffed  by  heirs  female  to  the  families  of  De  la  Pole,  James,  Rede,  Denham,  Baniftre, 
Lewis,  and  Aubrey.  The  prefent  proprietor  is  Sir  John  Aubrey  bart.  whofe  family 
have  been  in  poffeffion  more  than  a century.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  manor  has 
paffed,  without  alienation  or  forfeiture,  through  a fucceffion  of  female  heirs,  from 
a period  prior  to  the  conqueft.  Sir  John  Aubrey  has  in  his  poffeffion  a very  ancient 
horn,  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  by  which  this  manor  was  originally  held  by  the 
Fitz-Neales.  The  horn,  which  is  thought  to  be  that  of  a buffalo,  is  of  a dark 
brown  colour,  variegated  and  veined  like  tortoife-fhell.  It  is  two  feet  four  inches 
in  length,  on  the  convex  bend,  the  diameter  of  the  larger  end  is  three  inches ; 
at  each  end  it  is  tipt  with  filver,  gilt,  and  has  a wreath  of  leather,  by  which  it  is 
hung  about  the  neck.  This  horn  has  been  figured  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
Archasologia.  Bernwood  was  disforefted  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 

Borffall-houfe  was  one  of  King  Charles’s  garrifons,  in  1644,  and  perhaps  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  civil  war.  It  appears  that  in  the  Spring  of  that  year,  it  having 
been  thought  ufelefs  to  retain  poffeffion  of  fome  of  the  leffer  garrifons,  this  houfe 
(among  others)  was  evacuated,  and  the  fortifications  deflroyed.  No  fooner  was 
this  done,  than  the  parliamentary  garrifon  at  Aylefbury,  which  had  experienced 
much  inconvenience  from  the  excurfions  of  their  neighbours  at  Borftail,  took  pof- 
feffion, and  foon  became  as  great  a nuifance  to  the  king’s  garrifon  at  Oxford,  as 
the  former  garrifon  at  Borftail  had  been  to  them,  by  feizing  provifions  and  ob- 
ftrudfing  the  intercourfe  between  Oxford  and  the  neighbouring  country.  The  ill 
policy  of  having  evacuated  this  garrifon  being  now  apparent,  Col.  Gage  undertook 
to  reduce  it,  and  fucceeded  ; with  little  refiftance  lie  got  poffeffion  of  the  church 
and  out-works,  and  then  commenced  fo  heavy  a fire  with  his  cannon  againft  the 
houfe,  that  the  beneged  ffiortly  furrendered  it : Sir  Edward  Walker  fays,  that 
lady  Denham,  the  owner,  confcious  of  her  difaftedtion,  ftoie  away  in  difguife h. 
Col.  Gage  left  a garrifon  there,  which  nearly  fupported  itfelf  by  depredations  in 
Buckinghamfhire,  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aylefbury1.  In  May  1645, 
General  Skippon  attacked  Borftall-houfe,  and  afterwards  Fairfax  himfelf,  but  both 
failed  in  the  attempt.  The  next  year  Fairfax  was  more  fuccefsful,  and  it  was 
furrendered  to  him  on  the  10th  of  June,  after  a fiege  of  18  hours,  by  the  governor, 
Sir  Charles  Campion,  who  was  afterwards  llain  at  Colchefterk.  All  that  now 
remains  of  this  houfe  is  a large  gateway,  with  turrets  at  the  corners,  Efficiently 

h Hiftorical  Difcourfes,  p.  26.  1 See  Clarendon’s  Hiftory  cf  the  Rebellion,  Svo.  Vol.  II. 

y>.  493,  494.  k Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  iil. 
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fpacious  to  have  been  occafionally  the  rendence  of  Sir  John  Aubrey’s  family,  wliofe 
chief  feat  in  this  county  is  at  the  neighbouring  village  of  Dourton. 

Borllall  was  formerly  a chapel  to  Oakley  : it  was  made  parochial  in  1418  ; an 
-annual  acknowledgment  of  two  {hillings  is  kill  paid  to  the  mother-church.  The 
church  of  Borflall,  which  was  nearly  demolifhed  in  the  civil  war,  was  repaired  by 
Lady  Denham  : it  contains  nothing  remarkable.  The  great  tithes  of  this  pari fh 
were  given,  by  the  Emprefs  Maud,  to  the  monks  of  St.  Fridefwide,  in  Oxford : 
the  impropriation  is  now  veiled  in  Sir  John  Aubrey,  who  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage. 

At  Borflall  is  a large  Held,  called  poor-folks  paflure,  given  by  King  William  III. 
in  1699,  to  the  parifhes  of  Brill  and  Oakley  ; it  now  produces  a rent  of  1 iol.  per 
annum  to  Brill,  and  75I.  per  annum  to  Oakley.—^ rrengrove  is  a hamlet  of  this 
parifh. 

Bradenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies 
about  four  miles  north-weft  of  High-Wycombe.  The  manor  belonged  in  the  13th 
century  to  the  Earls  of  Warwick : towards  the  end  of  that  century  it  came  into 
the  poffeffion  of  the  Bradenhams,  (who  took  their  name  from  the  village,)  and  was 
afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Falwefiey,  Wiltfnire,  Botiler,  and  Scot. 
After  this,  Bradenham  was  for  many  years  a feat  of  the  noble  family  of  Windfor, 
having  been  purchafed  in  1500  by  Sir  Andrews  Windfor,  who  was,  in  1529,  created 
Lord  Windfor  of  Bradenham.  In  1566  Queen  Elizabeth,  being  on  her  return  from 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  was  moft  fumptuoufty  entertained  at  Bradenham,  by 
Edward,  Lord  Windfor,  whofe  kinfman,  Miles  Windfor,  fpoke  an  oration  on  the 
occafton,  which  was  highly  commended  by  her  majefty.  This  Lord  Windfor,  by 
his  laft  will,  diredfed  a hofpital  to  be  founded  at  Bradenham,  for  fix  p^or  men,  the 
reclor  of  Bradenham  to  be  the  mafter,  and  to  have  20  marks  a-year  as  an  aug- 
mentation to  his  living ; and  he  requefted  that  letters  patent  might  be  procured  to 
incorporate  the  faid  reffor  and  poor  men,  by  the  name  of  the  mafter  and  brethren 
of  the  hofpital  of  Bradenham.  His  executors  feem  altogether  to  have  negledted 
their  truft,  as  far  as  related  to  the  foundation  of  this  hofpital,  which  never  took 
place.  About  the  year  1640,  Bradenham  became  the  feat  of  Sir  Edmund  Pye  bart. 
who  purchafed  the  manor  of  the  Windfor  family.  Sir  Edmund  left  iftue  two 
daughters,  the  elder  of  whom  married  John  Lord  Lovelace,  whofe  daughter  and 
heir  (being  alfo  the  reprefentative  of  the  Wentworth  family,  and  Baronefs  Went- 
worth in  her  own  right)  married  Sir  Henry  Johnfon,  and  died  without  ififue  in  1745* 
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when  this,  and  other  eftates,  devolved  to  the  prefent  Vifcount  Wentworth  ’,  who 
in  1787  fold  it  to  John  Hicks  efq.  Bradenham-Houfe  was  built  by  William  Lord 
Windfor,  the  fecond  of  that  title,  but  it  has  not  much  the  appearance  of  antiquity, 
having  undergone  feveral  alterations  : it  has  lately  been  let  by  Mr.  Hicks,  together 
with  the  manor  and  demefne  lands,  onaleafe  of  21  years,  to  Peregrine  Dealtry  efq. 
The  parifti  church  contains  nothing  worthy  of  note,  excepting  the  tomb  of  Joanna 
Mitchen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  103.  A chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel 
was  built  by  William  Lord  Windfor,  in  1542,  as  appears  by  an  infcription  round 
the  cornice  of  the  ceiling ; in  this  chapel  is  a monument  for  Elizabeth,  younger 
daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Pye,  and  her  hufband,  the  Hon.  Charles  Weft,  who  died 
without  iifue.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory  has  been  always  attached  to  the  manor. 
Catherine  Lady  Pye  left  lands  for  the  purpofe  of  educating  poor  children  of  this 
and  fome  other  parifhes  in  Buckinghamftiire, 

Bradwell,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  three  miles  to 
the  eaft  of  Stony-Stratford.  The  manor  was  given  in  1 165,  by  King  Henry  II.  to 
the  family  of  Keynes,  from  whom  it  pafled  by  female  heirs  to  the  Aylefburys  and 
Staffords:  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford  fold  it  in  1570  to  Michael  Coles,  who  foon 
afterwards  conveyed  it  to  Roger  Fuller.  From  Mr.  Fuller’s  family  it  pafled  by 
marriage  to  that  of  Mercer,  and  is  now  the  property  of  William  Bailey  efq.  who 
purchafed  it  of  the  Mercers. 

A 

In  the  parifti  church  is  a monument  for  Sir  Jofeph  Alfton,  of  Bradwell  Abbey, 
(in  the  adjoining  parifti  of  Wolverton,)  who  died  in  1688  : an  ancient  infcription, 
between  the  nave  and  chancel,  Ihews  that  the  church  was  dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence. 
The  church  of  Bradwell  was  given,  in  1 275,  to  the  priory  of  Tickford  ; the  vicarage, 
which  has  been  endowed  with  the  great  tithes,  is  now  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 
This  parifli  has  been  enclofed  by  an  adt  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1788  : the  lands 
were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

Brayfield,  or  Cold-Brayfield,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport, 
lies  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordfhire,  about  three  miles  eaft  of  Olney.  The  manor 
belonged  anciently  to  the  Bloffomvilles,  and  afterwards  to  the  Staffords.  In  CHieen 
Elizabeth’s  reign  it  was  in  the  Mordaunts  ; Henry  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Peterborough, 
fold  it  about  1669  to  the  Boddingtons,  from  whom  it  pafled  by  marriage  to  the  Dy- 
mocks.  It  was  purchafed  of  the  latter  by  the  Farrers,  about  the  year  1714.  William 
Farrer  efq.  of  Brayfield,  who  died  in  1 737,  was  many  years  chairman  of  the 

1 As  defcended  from  Sir  William  Noel,  who  married  Margaret,  elder  daughter  of  the  firft  Lord 
Lovelace,  by  Lady  Anne  Wentworth. 
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committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  manor  of  Bray- 
field  is  now  the  property  of  Farrer  Grove  Spurgeon  Farrer  efq.  fon  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Spurgeon,  by  a daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Farrer.  Brayfield-houfe  is  at  prefent  in 
the  occupation  of  R.  Orlebar  efq. 

Bray  field  has  a parochial  chapel,  dependant  on  the  church  of  Lavendon  : both 
parilhes  have  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1801,  when  allotments 
of  land  were  afiigned  to  Mr.  F.  G.  S.  Farrer,  as  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes, 
which  belonged  formerly  to,  the  priory  of  Harold.  Gerard  Noel  efq.  nephew  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Gainlborough,  is  patron  of  the  donative  of  Brayfield. 

Bow-Brickhill,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  two 
miles  nearly  eafl:  of  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Giffards, 
Earls  of  Buckingham,  afterwards  fuccefiively  in  the  families  of  Cauz,  Fermband, 
and  Stafford  : about  the  year  1520,  it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Watfon,  from 
whom  it  pafled,  in  1626,  to  Sir  Francis  Brown  ; Sir  William  Boreman  died  feifed 
of  it  in  1697  j it  kas  fmce  pafled  through  feveral  hands,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  having  been  purchafed  by  the  late  duke  of  Francis  Moore  efq.  in 
the  year  1792. 

The  parilh  church  (lands  in  a very  expofed  fituation,  at  the  edge  of  a deep  hill, 
and  is  a very  confpicuous  objedt,  feen  at  the  diftance  of  many  miles  : there  is  no 
houfe  near  it ; the  village  lies  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  lower 
down.  The  church  was  for  many  years  differed  to  go  to  decay,  being  reduced  to  a 
mere  (hell ; during  which  time,  divine  fervice  was  performed  at  a fchool-houfe  in 
the  village,  which  was  built  by  the  Perrot  family,  and  endowed  by  them  in  1633. 
The  church  was  repaired  by  Mr.  Browne  Willis  the  antiquary  m,  in  1 757,  fince 
which  time  divine  fervice  has  been  performed  in  it  as  formerly.  The  advowfon  of 
the  rectory,  which  had  till  then  been  always  annexed  to  the  manor,  was  fold  to  Sir 
William  Afliton,  about  the  year  1630:  Sir  William  Buck  (defcended  by  a female 
heir  from  the  Aflitons)  was  patron  in  1757  ; the  advowfon  is  now  the  property  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Dupre,. of  Great-Berkhamfted.  This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
act  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1790,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afiigned  to  the  redtor 
in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Great-Brickhill,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  two  miles 
and  a half  to  the  fouth-eafi:  of  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the 
Beauchamps,  from  whom  it  pafled  by  female  heirs  to  the  Baflets  and  Greys. 
Richard  Grey,  Earl  of  Kent,  fold  it  in  1514  to  Sir  Charles  Somerfet,  of  whofe  fon, 
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Sir  George,  it  was  purchafed  in  1549,  by  the  Buncombes : from  this  family  it 
palfed,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  Bartons  and  Paunceforts,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  Philip  Duncombe  Pauncefort  efq. 

The  manor  of  Smewnes-Grange,  in  this  parilh,  became  the  property  of  Woburn 
Abbey,  in  the  year  1293.  Ring  Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  Edward  Stanton  efq.  of 
whofe  defendant  it  was  purchafed  in  1792,  (under  an  aft  of  parliament  which  had 
palled  the  preceding  year,)  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Edward  Hanmer  efq.  of 
Stockgrove.  This  manor  extends  into  the  parilh  of  Soulbury : the  manor-houfe, 
which  was  built  by  Edward  Stanton,  the  grantee,  within  a moated  fite  near  the 
Oufel,  has  long  been  fuffered  to  go  to  decay. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Duncombe,  Barton, 
Pauncefort,  and  Chafe.  The  advowfon  of  the  reftory  is  annexed  to  the  manor. 
This  parilh  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1 776,  when  an  allot- 
ment of  land  was  affigned  to  the  reftor,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  to  the 
poor  in  lieu  of  their  right  of  cutting  furze. 

Little-Brickhill,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  is  nearly  two 
miles  diftant  from  Fenny-Stratford,  on  the  road  from  London  to  Liverpool.  This 
village,  although  dillinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Little,  has  been  a place  of  much 
more  confequence,  if  not  more  populous,  than  Great-Brickhill ; having  been 
formerly  a market,  and  an  alfize  town.  The  market,  which  was  on  Thurfdays, 
feems  to  have  been  originally  granted  in  1228,  to  John  de  Gatefdon,  confirmed  in 
1267,  to  Philip  Lovel ; in  1319,  to  Humphrey  Lord  Audley,  and  in  1441,  to 
Humphrey  Stafford,  Earl  of  Buckingham.  The  charter  of  1228  grants  a fair 
for  three  days,  at  the  fedival  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  ; that  of  1267,  a fair  for  three 
days,  at  the  feftival  of  St.  Giles;  that  of  1319,  a fair  at  the  decollation  of  St. 
John  the  Baptilt ; and  that  of  1441,  two  fairs,  one  on  the  feltival  of  St.  Philip 
and  St.  James,  the  other  on  that  of  St.  Luke : the  only  fair  now  held,  is  on  the 
1 8th  of  Oftober.  The  -frizes  for  the  county  appear  to  have  been  occafionally  held 
at  this  town,  from  an  early  period.  During  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  King 
James  I.  Little-Brickhill  feems  to  have  been  confidered  as  the  alfize  town,  and  is  fo 
called  in  Saxton’s  map,  publilhed  in  1574.  Between  the  years  1561  and  1620, 
the  names  of  42  executed  criminals  appear  among  the  burials  in  the  parilh  regifter : 
the  laft  time  the  affixes  were  held  at  Little-Brickhill  was  in  1638.  The  gallows  is 
faid  to  have  been  on  the  heath,  about  three  furlongs  out  of  the  town,  on  the  road 
to  Woburn.  The  market  of  Little-Brickhill  has  been  long  difcontinued ; it  is 
probable  that  the  town  fell  to  decay  on  the  affixes  being  removed : of  late  years, 
however,  it  has  again  increafed  in  population.  Browne  Willis  hates  the  number 
Vol.  I.  3 X of 
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of  houfes,  in  1758,  to  have  been  69  ; their  number  in  1801,  as  returned  to  parlia- 
ment, was  84,  of  which  four  were  uninhabited,  that  of  the  inhabitants,  385. 
Little-Brickhill  is  dill  a poft  town,  being  the  ftage  between  Woburn  and  Stony- 
Stratford.. 

The  manor  of  Little-Brickhill  was  anciently  in  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham,, 
from  whom  it  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  Lovells,  Audleys,  and  Staffords.  Having 
been  feized  by  the  crown,  in  confequence  of  an  attainder,  it  was  granted  to  Lord 
Marney,  and  afterwards  to  William  Carey  efq.  Mr.  Carey’s  fon  fold  it  to  the 
Brocas  family,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Abdys,  about  the  year  1636  : 
Sir  Anthony  Abdy,  about  the  year  1696,  fold  it  to  Sir  Charles  Duncombe,  in 
whofe  family  it  continued  many  years : it  is  now  the  property  of  George  Henry 
Rofe  efq. 

A chapel  adjoining  the  parifh  church  was  blown  down  by  the  high  wind  in  1703. 
The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  Combwell,  in  Kent, 
are  now  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  under  which  Mr.  Philip  Mills  is,  or 
was  lately,  leffee.  The  archbifhop  is  patron  of  the  benefice,  which  is  a perpetual 
curacy.  This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1796, 
when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  to  the 
poor  for  fuel. 

Brill,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  about 
feven  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Thame,  in  Oxfordshire,  and  about  twelve  miles 
weft  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  was  part  of  the  ancient  demefnes  of  the  crown, 
and  it  is  faid  with  much  apparent  probability,  that  the  Saxon  kings  had  a palace  here, 
which  was  a favourite  refidence  of  King  Edward  the  confeffor.  It  is  certain  that 
our  monarchs  had  a palace  at  Brill  for  fome  time  after  the  conqueft  : King  Henry  II. 
kept  his  court  there  in  1 1 60,  attended  by  Thomas  a Becket  as  his  chancellor ; he 
was  there  again  with  his  court  in  1162".  King  John,  in  1203,  gave  the  manor 
of  Brill  to  his  chaplain,  Walter  Borftard,  appointing  him  keeper  of  the  royal 
palace  there0.  King  Henry  III.  kept  his  court  at  Brill  in  1224 p:  Hugh  de  Neville 
had  livery  of  the  manor  in  1226.  In  1233,  Brill  appears  to  have  been  the  pro- 
perty of  Richard,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  for  we  are  told  by  Matthew  Paris,  that  his 
lands  and  houfes  there  were  at  that  time  laid  wafte  by  Richard  Sward  and  other 
exiles'1.  In  1346,  the  manor  of  Brill  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Molins,  from 
whom  it  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haftings ; 
the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  fold  it  in  the  year  1550,  to  Edmund  Rede  efq.  lord  of 

" Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities.  • Ibid.  f Ibid.  1 Mat.  Paris,  p.  33 2, 
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the  manor  of  Borflall,  from  whom  it  defcended,  together  with  that  manor,  to  the 
prefent  proprietor,  Sir  John  Aubrey  bart. 

In  the  month  of  November  1642,  the  war  having  commenced  between  King 
Charles  and  his  parliament,  the  king  eftablilhed  a garrifon  at  Brill,  of  which  Sir 
Gilbert  Gerard  was  made  governor : not  long  after  this,  an  attack  was  made  on 
the  garrifon,  by  a party  of  the  parliamentary  army,  under  the  command  of  Hamp- 
den, the  celebrated  patriot,  but  they  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs r.  About 
the  month  of  April  1643,  after  the  capture  of  Reading,  Brill  was  evacuated  by 
the  royal  garrifon,  which  had  been  a great  annoyance  to  the  parliament,  by  its 
frequent  excurfions  to'  Aylefoury  and  its  neighbourhood  5 . 

The  great  tithes  of  Brill,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  convent  of  St. 
Fridefwide1,  in  Oxford,  are  now  veiled  in  Sir  John  Aubrey,  who  is  patron  of  the 
perpetual  curacy.  Brill  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Oakley : it  is  now  a 
feparate  parilh,  but  pays  an  acknowledgment  of  two  {hillings  yearly  to  Oakley, 
as  having  been  the  mother-church.  There  was  anciently  an  hermitage  at  Brill, 
dedicated  to  St.  Werburgh  : which  was  given  by  King  Henry  III.  in  1252,  with 
an  endowment  of  land  to  the  canons  of  Chetwode,  on  condition  of  their  finding 
a chaplain  to  officiate  in  the  chapel  of  the  hermitage,  and  another  to  officiate  in  the 
chapel  of  the  king’s  palace  at  Brill u. 

A fair  at  this  place,  which  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Molins  in  1346,  is  Hill  held 
(though  it  fcarcely  deferves  the  name  of  a fair)  on  the  Wednefdaj  after  Old 
Michaelmas-day. 

Broughton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  three  miles  from 
Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  London.  The  manor  was  held  under  the  heirs 
of  Hugh  de  Bolebec,  as  early  as  the  year  1200,  by  a family  who  took  their  name 
from  the  village.  William  Pawlet,  Lord  St.  John,  who  married  one  of  the  co- 
heireffes  of  John  Broughton  efq.  fold  it  in  1572  to  the  Buncombes,  of  whom  it. 
was  purchafed  in  1746,  by  Barnabas  Backwell  efq.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his 
reprefentative,  William  Praed  efq. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Broughton,  Buncombe, 
and  Chefter.  The  advowfon  of  the  redtory  has  always  been  annexed  to  the  manor. 
A yearly  payment  was  allotted  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  by  an  acl  of  parlia- 
ment which  paffed  in  1748. 


1 Clarendon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  8vo.  Edit.  II.  1 66,  and  Heath’s  Chronicle.  ‘ Vicars’* 

Parliamentary  Chronicle.  1 The  chapel  of  Brill,  and  the  great  tithes,  were  given  to  the  monks 

of  St.  Fridefwide,  both  by  King  Stephen  and  the  Emprefs  Maud.  Kennet.  , " Kennet. 
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Buckingham,  which  gives  name  to  the  county,  as  well  as  to  the  hundred  and 
deanery  in  which  it  is  fituated,  is  about  57  miles  diflant  from  London : it  is  fur- 
rounded,  excepting  on  the  north,  by  the  river  Oufe,  over  which  it  has  three 
bridges.  At  a very  early  period  this  town  became  a place  of  much  celebrity,  as 
containing  the  bones  of  Rumbald,  an  infant  faint,  the  fon  of  a Saxon  king,  (bom 
in  the  neighbouring  village  of  Kings-Sutton,)  who  died  three  days  old,  and  was 
canonized  in  an  age  of  blind  fuperftition.  A fhrine  was  erefted  at  Buckingham, 
over  his  remains,  which  became  the  refort  of  a great  multitude  of  pilgrims,  to  the 
no  fmall  advantage  of  the  town.  St.  Rumbald’s  fhrine  was  rebuilt  with  a fum  of 
money  bequeathed  for  that  purpofe,  by  Richard  Fowler,  chancellor  of  the  duchy 
of  Lancafter  in  1477. 

Ralph  Higden  fays  that  the  Danes  made  fortrefies  on  both  Tides  of  the  Oufe  at 
Buckingham,  in  913*;  other  authors,  on  the  contrary,  fpeak  of  thefe  fortrelfes 
as  having  been  made  by  King  Edward  the  elder,  who  remained  with  his  army  at 
Buckingham  for  four  weeks,  fome  fay  in  912,  others  in  915,  and  others  in  9 1 8 y. 
Browne  Willis,  in  his  hiftory  of  Buckingham,  fays  (but  on  the  authority  of  what 
ancient  hiftorian  does  not  appear)  that  the  Danes  committed  great  outrages  at  Buck- 
ingham in  941,  and  that  in  1010,  after  having  plundered  the  neighbourhood,  they 
poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  town  as  a place  of  great  ftrength. 

In  the  month  of  June  1644,  Buckingham  was  for  a few  days  the  head  quarters 
of  King  Charles  I.  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Aylefbury  and  Newport-Pagnell  being 
at  the  fame  time  garrifoned  for  the  parliament z.  Sir  William  Waller  was  at  Buck- 
ingham with  his  army  after  the  fight  at  Cropredy-Bridge a.  Fairfax  marched  thither 
after  his  repulfe  at  Borftall-Houfe  in  May  1 645  b. 

Buckingham  fuffered  greatly  by  a fire,  which  broke  out  on  the  15th  of  March 
1725,  and  confumed  138  dwelling-houfes,  being  more  than  one  third  of  the  whole 
town  : the  damage  was  computed  at  40,000  k 

It  is  fuppofed  from  the  circumflance  of  King  Edward  III.  having  fixed  one  of 
the  ftaples  for  wool  at  Buckingham,  that  it  was  in  his  reign  a flourifhing  town.  It 
is  certain  that  upon  the  removal  of  the  ftaples  to  Calais,  this  was  one  of  the  towns 
for  whofe  relief  (as  having  fallen  to  decay)  an  a£t  of  parliament  was  obtained  in 
1 535*  Buckingham  was  neverthelefs  confidered  as  the  county  town;  there  is 
evidence  that  the  public  gaol  was  there  in  1545,  and  Browne  Willis  fuppofes  it  to 
have  been  on  the  fite  of  the  old  cattle : it  is  probable  that  the  aflizes  had  been 
generally  held  at  Buckingham,  before  Lord  Chief  Juttice  Baldwin  procured  them 

* Gale’s  Hift.  Ang.  Scrip.  III.  261.  y Bromton,  and  Saxon  Chron.  See  the  Intro- 
duction. z Clarendon’s  Hiftory  of  the  Rebellion,  8vo.  edit.  II.  496,  and  Walker’s  Hiftorical 

Difcourfes,  p.  2S.  * Lord  Clarendon  II.  501.  b Ibid.  II.  655. 
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to  be  removed  to  Aylefbury,  although  it  appears  that  they  were  occafionally  held 
at  Little-Brickhill,  fo  early  as  the  15th  century.  In  1758,  Lord  Cobham  procured 
an  aft  of  parliament  to  fix  the  fummer  aflizes  at  Buckingham,  and  built  a gaol 
there  at  his  own  expence  for  the  ufe  of  the  town  and  county ; the  Town-hall  had 
been  built  many  years  before,  (about  the  year  1685,)  at  the  expence  of  Sir  Ralph 
Verney : it  is  a large  brick  building,  at  the  top  of  which  is  a gilt  fwan,  the  cog- 
„nizance  of  the  town. 

Buckingham  is  an  ancient  borough,  and  is  defcribed  as  fuch  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  Survey,  in  which  it  is  faid  to  have  had  26  burgefles,  all  under  the  protection 
of  foreign  lords.  It  does  not  appear,  neverthelefs,  that  the  town  fent  members  to 
parliament  before  the  year  1544  : the  right  of  eleftion  is  in  the  bailiff  and  burgefles. 
Browne  Willis,  the  antiquary,  was  chofen  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  this 
borough  in  1705,  and  Dr.  Radcliffe,  the  celebrated  phyfician,  in  1713. 

The  town  of  Buckingham  was  governed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  by  a mayor 
and  two  bailiffs,  in  that  of  Henry  VIII.  by  a bailiff  and  burgefles,  but  they  were 
not  incorporated  till  the  year  1553,  when  Queen  Mary,  as  a reward  for  their  fteady 
adherence  to  her  in  the  Duke  of  Northumberland’s  rebellion,  granted  them  a charter 
of  incorporation  by  the  ftyle  of  bailiff,  principal  burgefles,  and  fteward.  King 
Charles  II.  gave  them  a new  charter,  changing  the  ftyle  of  the  corporation  to  that 
of  mayor,  aldermen,  and  Reward.  This  charter  had  been  afted  upon  only  four 
years,  when  the  old  eflablifhment  was  revived,  and  the  corporation  ftill  con- 
tinue to  aft  under  their  former  charter.  There  are  four  incorporated  companies  in 
Buckingham,  the  Mercers,  Tanners,  Butchers,  and  Merchant-Taylors : fuch  as  are 
made  freemen  of  the  town  muff  be  members  of  one  of  thefe  companies. 

Buckingham  has  had  a large  market  on  Saturdays,  from  time  immemorial : 
the  charter  does  not  appear  on  record.  There  are  now  ten  fairs,  Jan.  1 2th  and 
30th,  March  6th,  May  6th,  Thurfdayin  Whitfun-week,  July  10,  Sept.  4,  Oft.  2, 
Saturday  after  Oft.  1 1,  and  Nov.  8. — It  appears  by  Mr.  Willis’s  account,  that  there 
were  387  houfes  in  the  town  of  Buckingham,  when  the  fire  happened  there  in  1725. 
According  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  population  aft  in  1801,  there 
were  then  only  229  houfes  (of  which  four  were  uninhabited)  in  the  town,  exclufive 
of  97  in  Prebend-end,  and  217  in  the  hamlets  of  Boreton,  Boreton-hold,  Gawcot, 
and  Lenborough.  The  total  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parifh  was  2605  ; of 
thefe,  1 1 80  were  males,  1425  females ; 194  were  employed  chiefly  in  agriculture, 
and  313  in  trade,  manufaftures,  or  handicraft. 

The  manor  of  Buckingham  was  anciently  in  the  noble  family  of  Giffard.  Walter 
Giffard,  the  fecond  Earl  of  Buckingham,  died  without  iflfue  in  1164,  when  his 
lands  being  divided  among  his  fillers’  heirs,  this  manor  pafied  fucceflively  to  the 
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families  of  Clare  and  Breofe : it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  fold  before  the  year  1323, 
to  Hugh  Audley,  whofe  daughter  brought  it  in  marriage  to  the  Staffords : Hum- 
phrey Stafford  was  created  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  14.45.  The  manor  of  Buck- 
ingham having  been  forfeited  by  attainder  in  1460,  was  granted  to  Richard  Fowler, 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancafler ; in  1485  it  was  reflored  to  the  Staffords. 
It  was  again  forfeited  in  1521,  when  Edward  Stafford,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  was 
beheaded  on  Tower-hill : after  this,  the  manor  of  Buckingham  was  granted  fuc- 
ceflively  to  Lord  Marney,  and  to  the  Careys : Henry  Carey,  Lord  Hunfdon,  fold  it  in 
1553,  t0  the  Brocas  family,  by  whom,  in  1574,  Browne  Willis  tells  us  that  it  was 
granted  on  leafe  (together  with  the  tolls  of  the  markets  and  fairs)  fora  term  of  999 
years,  to  the  corporation  of  the  town,  fubjedl  to  a quit-rent  of  forty  fhillings c,  now 
paid  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  who  is  confidered  as  the  Lord  Paramount. 

It  is  fuppofed  that  the  caflle,  which  occupied  the  fite  of  the  prefent  church,  was 
anciently  a feat  of  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham.  Camden  obferves  that  the 
great  banks  of  the  caflle,  of  which  there  were  fcarcely  any  other  remains,  divided 
the  town  almofl  in  half : a part  of  the  county  gaol  which  flood  on  its  fite  remained 
in  Browne  Willis’s  time,  divided  into  tenements  for  poor  people.  In  1670  a bowling- 
green  was  made  on  the  caflle-hill,  much  reforted  to  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Willis  fays,  that  the  polls  for  knights  of  the  fhire  was  taken  on 
this  hill,  and  he  had  heard  that  the  affizes  were  formerly  held  there  in  booths  put 
up  for  the  purpofe.  All  traces  of  the  caflle  and  its  banks  are  now  deflroyed,  the 
ground  having  been  levelled  when  the  church  was  built. 

The  manor  of  Boreton  or  Bourton , a hamlet  of  Buckingham,  was  held,  with  the 
manor  of  Buckingham,  by  the  Giffards,  and  paffed  with  it  to  the  family  of  Brocas, 
of  whom  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  purchafed  by  Ferdinando  Poulton,  an  eminent 
lawyer,  well  known  as  editor  of  a book  of  flatutes.  Mr.  Poulton  refided  many 
years  in  a capital  manfion,  which  had  been  a feat  of  the  families  of  Frome,  Barton, 
Fowler,  Lambard,  and  More  : his  fon  conveyed  Bourton  to  Sir  Richard  Minfhull, 
who  fuffered  great  perfecution  for  his  loyalty  in  the  civil  war,  his  eflates  being 
fequeflered,  and  his  houfe  plundered  of  valuables  to  the  amount  of  2000I.  Sir 
Richard’s  fon  diffipated  the  greater  part  of  what  remained  of  his  father’s  fortune, 
and  died  in  the  king’s  bench ; this  manor  was  fold  to  the  Verney  family ; Andrew 

x See  his  Hiftory  of  Buckingham.  In  his  Notitia  Parliamentaria,  he  fays  that  the  manor  of 
Buckingham  was  granted  in  fee  to  Babington,  and  by  him  fold  to  Sir  Peter  Temple,  under  whofe 
family  it  has  fince  been  held  on  leafe  by  the  corporation.  We  learn  by  inquiry,  that  the  other  ac- 
count is  the  more  corred,  but  that  the  term  of  the  leafe  granted  to  the  corporation,  was  2000,  inftead 
of  999  years. 
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Douglas  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor,  purchafed  it  a few  years  ago  of  the  truftees  of 
the  late  Earl  Verney. 

The  manor  of  Lethenborough  or  Lenborough , another  hamlet  belonging  to  this 
parilh,  palfed  with  the  manor  of  Buckingham  till  the  attainder  of  the  unfortunate 
Edward  Stafford,  in  1521,  after  which  it  continued  in  the  crown  till  the  early  part 
of  the  following  century.  About  the  year  1611,  it  became  the  property  of  the 
Dormers : in  1704  it  was  fold  to  Mr.  Rogers,  who  in  1718  conveyed  it  to  Edward 
Gibbon  efq.  of  Putney,  in  Surrey,  grandfather  of  the  hiftorian,  of  whofe  family 
it  was  purchafed  by  the  late  Bridger  Goodrich  efq.  and  is  now  veiled  in  his  truftees. 

Lenborough  houfe,  in  1445,  became  a feat  of  thelngoldfbys,  an  ancient Lincolnfhire 
family.  John  Ingoldfby  of  this  place  was  made  one  of  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  » v 
in  1463.  Sir  Richard  Ingoldfby,  about  the  year  1617,  inclofed  the  park  at  Len- 
borough ; his  fon,  Sir  Richard,  married  Oliver  Cromwell’s  aunt,  by  whom  he  had 
a numerous  family,  all  born  at  Lenborough-Houfe.  Their  hiftory  is  very  remark- 
able ; Francis  the  eldeft  fon  reprefented  the  town  of  Buckingham  in  parliament, 
during  the  protectorate  of  his  coufins,  Oliver  and  Richard.  After  the  reftoration 
he  was  well  received  at  court,  and  his  name  inferted  in  the  lift  of  intended  knights 
of  the  royal  oak.  His  eftate  which  was  then  valued  at  ioool.  per  annum  he  foon 
diflipated,  difparked  the  ground  which  his  grandfather  had  inclofed,  fold  Lenborough 
Houfe  to  Mr.  Robinfon,  his  fteward,  and  died  a penfioner  in  the  Charter-Houfe. 

Richard,  the  fecond  fon,  was  an  officer  of  much  note  and  truft  in  the  parliamentary 
army.  He  was  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  High  Court  of  Juftice  for  the 
trial  of  his  fovereign,  figned  the  warrant  for  his  execution,  was  one  of  the  chief 
confidants  of  his  coufin  Oliver,  governor  of  Oxford  Caftle,  and  one  of  the  lords 
of  the  upper  houfe.  When  he  found  the  caufe  of  his  coufin  Richard  defperate,  he 
ftrenuoufly  exerted  himfelf  in  promoting  the  reftoration  of  the  exiled  monarch,  and 
fo  effectually  recommended  himfelf  to  his  favour,  that  he  not  only  procured  his 
pardon,  being  the  only  one  of  the  regicides  who  had  a free  pardon,  but  was  made 
a Knight  of  the  Bath.  He  died  in  1685,  and  was  buried  at  Hartwell,  near  Aylef- 
bury.  Sir  Oliver  Ingoldfby,  the  next  brother,  who  was  alfo  a diftinguifhed  officer 
in  the  parliamentary  army,  was  flain  at  Pendennis  Caftle.  John,  the  next  brother, 
had  the  command  of  a regiment  in  the  parliamentary  army.  Henry,  the  fifth  fon, 
who  was  alfo  of  rank  in  the  army,  rendered  great  fervices  to  his  relations,  the 
Cromwells,  and,  like  his  brother  Richard,  was  equally  zealous  in  paving  the  way 
for  future  favour  with  the  exiled  monarch,  whofe  reftoration  he  forefaw  : with  this 
view  he  haftened  from  Ireland,  where  he  had  a command,  took  poffeffion  of  Windfor 
Caftle,  then  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans,  and  garrifoned  it  for  the  parliament, 
who  appeared  to  be  favourably  difpofed  towards  the  reftoration  of  monarchy. 

For  this  fervice  he  was  created  a baronet  in  1661,  being  defcribed  as  of  Lethen- 
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borough  (or  Lenborough,)  then  the  feat  of  his  elder  brother  Francis.  He  had 
been  advanced  to  the  fame  rank  by  his  coufin  Oliver,  not  long  before  his  death  in 
1658.  Sir  Henry  Ingold  (by  died  in  1701,  being  one  of  the  oldeft  officers  in  the 
fervice.  The  title  is  extinft.  There  were  three  other  brothers,  who  are  all  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  in  the  parliamentary  army,  in  which  one  of  them  is  known 
to  have  loft  his  life.  Lenboroug’n-Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Ingoldfbys,  was  fold 
by  the  Robinfons  to  Mr.  Rogers,  who  conveyed  it  with  the  manor  to  Edward 
Gibbon  efq.  A great  part  of  it  has  been  pulled  down,  the  remainder  is  fitted  up 
as  a farm-houfe. 

A capital  manfion  in  the  town  of  Buckingham,  called  Fowlers  and  Lambards, 
was  the  feat  of  John  Barton,  who  in  the  reigns  of  Richard  II.  and  Henry  IV.  was 
one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire.  It  came  by  marriage  to  the  Fowlers,  a family  of 
confiderable  property  and  confequence  in  the  1 5th  and  16th  centuries.  At  this  houfe, 
Edward  Fowler,  in  1514,  entertained  Henry  the  Eighth’s  firft  Queen,  Catharine  of 
Arragon,  who  received  there  the  joyful  news  of  the  defeat  of  the  Scottilh  army  at 
Flodden-field  : in  1592  this  houfe  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Lambards:  in  1644, 
being  then  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  Edward  Richardfon,  it  was  for  a few  days  the  re- 
fidence  of  King  Charles  the  firft  : the  room  in  which  he  lay  is  ftill  called  the  king’s 
chamber.  A female  heir  of  the  Lambards  brought  this  houfe  in  marriage  to  Sir 
Edward  Bagot : it  afterwards  paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Rogers  family.  In  Browne 
Willis’s  time  the  judges  always  lodged  in  it  on  their  circuit : it  is  now  the  property 
and  refidence  of  Mr.  Box. 

The  old  church  at  Buckingham  had  a lofty  fpire,  the  height  of  which,  from  the 
ground,  was  163  feet.  It  fell  down  on  the  7th  of  February  1699  : the  tower  which 
fupported  it  remained  till  1776,  when  that  alfo  fell  down  juft  after  Mr.  Pennant  had 
quitted  the  church,  which  was  not  long  afterwards  wholly  taken  down  and  rebuilt 
on  another  fite.  The  old  church  had  on  its  fouth  fide  a fmall  chapel,  dedicated 
to  St.  Rumbald,  and  an  aifle  built  by  the  family  of  Fowler,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 
IV.  The  chancel  was  built  about  the  fame  time  by  John  Ruding,  Prebendary  of 
Buckingham.  On  the  north  fide  was  an  aifle,  which  was  the  burial  place  of  the 
Poultons  and  Ingoldfbys,  but  had  no  monument  of  either  family.  There  were 
fome  memorials  in  the  church  for  the  Cliffords  of  Frampton,  in  Gloucefterfhire. 

Browne  Willis,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Buckingham,  laments  that  the  church  ftill 
remained  deftitute  of  its  fpire,  which  had  been  the  glory  and  ornament  of  the 
town  and  county.  In  his  account  of  Stowe,  he  again  laments  that  the  beautiful 
grounds  belonging  to  that  manfion  fhould  be  deprived  of  one  of  their  chief  orna- 
ments, the  fpire  of  Buckingham,  and  hints  to  the  noble  owner  how  much  it  would 
redound  to  his  honour,  fhould  he  rebuild  it,  and  how  confonant  to  his  family 
motto,  “ Templa  qua?n  dilefta.”  This  motto  is  now  appofitely  placed  on  the  front 
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of  the  new  church,  to  which  the  late  Earl  Temple  was  a confiderable  benefaftor. 
This  church,  which  was  completed  in  1780,  is  a handfome  freeHone  building,  and 
Hands  on  an  elevated  fpot,  being  the  fite  of  the  old  cafile.  The  fpire  nearly  equals 
in  height  that  of  the  old  church,  (being  150  feet  from  the  ground,)  and  is  a very 
confpicuous  objeft  to  the  furrounding  country.  Over  the  altar  is  a copy  of  the 
Transfiguration,  by  Raphael,  given  to  the  parilh  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
There  are  no  monuments  in  the  new  church. 

In  the  furvey  of  Domefday  the  church  of  Buckingham  is  faid  to  have  belonged 
to  Remigius,  bifliop  of  Lincoln.  Before  the  year  1445,  Buckingham  was  a chapel 
of  eafe  to  the  neighbouring  church  of  King’s-Sutton,  'in  Northamptonlhire,  the 
birth-place  of  St.  Rumbald : it  was  then  made  an  independant  vicarage.  The 
great  tithes,  together  with  the  manor  of  Gawcot,  a confiderable  hamlet  in  this 
parifh,  were  appropriated  to  a prebend  in  the  church  of  Lincoln,  called  the  prebend 
of  Sutton  cum  Buckingham.  This  prebend  was  furrendered  to  the  crown  in  1 547, 
and  made  a lay  fee : it  was  held  under  the  crown,  on  grants  for  life,  by  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet  and  Sir  John  Mafon,  and  afterwards  by  others  for  terms  of  years. 
About  the  end  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  it  was  granted  to  Robert  Johnfon i 
before  1612  it  became  the  property  of  the  Denton  family.  The  manor  now  belongs 
to  their  reprefentative  Mrs.  Coke,  (widow  of  the  late  Wenman  Coke  efq.  of  Holk- 
ham,)  who  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage ; the  great  tithes  have  been  feparated  from 
the  manor,  and  are  for  the  moffc  part  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 
The  vicarage  is  exempt  from  the  archdeacon’s  jurifdiftion,  but  fubjeft  to  that  of 
the  bifhop  of  Lincoln.  The  hamlet  of  Gawcot  had  formerly  a chapel  dedicated 
to  St.  Andrew;  in  Browne  Willis’s  time  it  contained  ico  houfes,  which  is  nearly 
the  prefent  number.  The  hamlets  of  Gawcot  and  Prebend-end  have  been  inclofed 
by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paifed  in  1801,  when  allotments  of  land  were  afligned 
to  the  impropriators,  and  to  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  to  the 
poor  for  furze. 

There  was  a gild  or  brotherhood  in  the  town  of  Buckingham,  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  Trinity,  which  poffelfed  lands  of  confiderable  value,  and  a chantry- 
chapel,  founded  by  Matthew  Stratton,  archdeacon  of  Buckingham,  (who  died  in 
1268,)  and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift  and  Thomas  H Becket.  This  chapel 
was  repaired  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  by  John  Ruding,  archdeacon  of  Lincoln 
and  prebendary  of  Buckingham ; the  pews  which  were  then  erefted  Hill  remain, 
and  the  door  of  the  original  Hrufture,  which  is  of  Saxon  architefture : it  has  long 
been  converted  into  a free-fehool,  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  King  Edward  VI. 
and  endowed  with  a Hipend  of  10I.  8s.  o|d.  -per  annum , payable  out  of  the  exchequer; 
the  mailer’s  houfe  having  been  burnt  down,  was  rebuilt  at  the  expence  of  Alexander 
Denton  efq.  in  1696. 
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Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1597,  founded  an  alras-houfe  at  Buckingham  for 
feven  poor  women,  called  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  on  the  fite 
of  an  ancient  hofpital,  dedicated  to  St.  Lawrence,  which  exifted  as  early  as  the 
year  1312.  It  is  but  flenderlv  endowed,  chiefly  by  the  benefaction  of  Mr.  Harris, 
wrho  gave  the  profits  of  the  Wool-market  and  Wool-hall,  and  two  fairs.  John  Barton, 
in  1431,  founded  a hofpital  for  fix  poor  perfons,  to  each  of  whom  he  gave  a groat 
a-week  to  pray  for  his  foul.  This  alms-houfe  or  hofpital  feems  to  have  been  again 
given  to  the  poor,  with  the  fame  endowment,  by  Mrs.  Dayrell  in  1583  : it  was 
probably  feized  by  the  crown,  as  having  been  appropriated  to  fuperftitious  purpofes, 
and  came  into  the  Dayrell  family  either  by  grant  or  purchafe : it  is  ftill  called 
Barton's  hofpital. 

The  Prefbyterians,  Unitarians,  Quakers,  and  Methcdifts,  have  chapels  or  meeting- 
houfes  at  Buckingham. 

Buckland,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  has  a paro- 
chial chapel,  fubjed  to  the  church  of  Bierton  ; it  lies  about  five  miles  and  a half 
eafl:  of  Aylefbury,  near  the  road  to  Tring.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  families 
of  Clifford  and  Leybourne  ; from  the  latter  it  pafled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Def- 
penfers.  Richard  Neville,  the  great  Earl  of  Warwick,  died  feifed  of  it  in  1469  ; 
it  afterwards  came  to  the  crown.  The  Dormer  family  became  poflefled  of  it  by 
purchafe  or  grant,  in  the  1 6th  century  ; from  them  it  pafled  by  marriage  to  the 
Stanhopes,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield.  The  great  tithes 
are  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lincoln. 

Burnham,  which  gives  name  to  a hundred  and  deanery,  lies  about  three  miles 
north-eaft  of  Maidenhead,  and  about  a mile  to  the  north  of  the  road  from  London 
to  Bath  and  Oxford.  The  parifn  is  divided  into  five  diftricts,  called  liberties, 
namely,  thofe  of  Bright  well,  Cippenham,  Boveney,  Wood,  and  Eaft-Burnham. 

Burnham  had  formerly  a market  on  Thurfdays,  granted  to  the  abbefs  of  Burn- 
ham in  1271,  together  with  a fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Matthew : the  market  has 
been  long  difufed ; there  are  now  three  fairs,  Feb.  23,  May  1,  and  Oct.  2.  The 
great  road  to  Bath  and  Oxford  formerly  pafled  through  Burnham  •,  upon  the 
building  of  Maidenhead  bridge  it  was  diverted  to  its  prefent  courfe,  in  confequence 
of  which  it  is  probable  that  this  place  fell  to  decay,  and  loft  its  market,  which  was 
transferred  to  Maidenhead.  Cookham,  on  the  other  fide  the  river,  near  which 
the  old  road  palled,  had  alfo  a market,  which  declined  probably  about  the  fame 
time. 

Richard,  King  of  the  Romans,  in.  the  year  1265,  founded  an  abbey  of  Bene- 
dictine Nuns  at  Burnham,  which  was  endowed  with  the  manors  of  Burnham, 
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Cippenham,  Stoke,  Bulftrode,  and  fome  fmaller  ellates.  When  dilfolved  in  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  its  revenues  were  valued  at  51I.  2s.  4§d.  clear  annual 
income;  the  flte  was  then  granted  to  William  Tyldefley,  but  foon  reverted  to  the 
crown.  In  1574,  Abbefs-Park  at  Burnham  was  granted  to  Paul  Wentworth  efq. 
of  Burnham-Abbey,  then  leffee  under  the  crown.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Sir 
Henry  Fane  procured  a leafe  of  Burnham-Abbey,  which  was  afterwards  in  the  family 
of  Darrell  and  Lovelace ; Lord  Lovelace  fold  it  to  the  Villiers  family,  who  renewed 
with  the  crown  in  1691;  the  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  the  Earl  of  Jerfey.  The  fite  of 
the  abbey,  of  which  there  are  very  fmall  remains,  is  above  a mile  from  the  village 
of  Burnham,  a little  to  the  fouth  of  the  Bath  road.  The  arms  of  the  abbey  were 
Or,  on  a chief  Arg.  three  lozenges.  Gules. 

When  the  Domefday  furvey  was  taken,  the  manor  of  Burnham  belonged  to 
Walter  Fitz-Other,  ancellor  of  the  Windfor  family.  Being  in  the  crown  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  that  monarch  gave  it,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  to  the 
abbefs  and  convent.  At  fome  period  fubfequent  to  the  dilfolution  of  monalleries, 
it  feems  to  have  been  united  to  the  manor  of  Huntercombe,  in  this  parilh,  the  pre- 
fent  proprietor  of  which,  Mr.  Sayer,  gives  a deputation  for  the  manor  of  Burnham, 
alias  Huntercombe,  which  claims  jurifdi&ion  over  the  greater  part  of  the  parilh 
including  Weft-towne  and  Boveney.  Thefe  are  fpoken  of  in  fome  deeds  of  the  reign 
of  Henry  VII.  as  feparate  manors  then  belonging  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray.  Boveney 
was  at  a later  period  in  the  Paules  of  Bray-wick.  Sir  Ch.  H.  Palmer  feems  to  claim 
fome  jurifdidlion  over  Boveney,  by  giving  a deputation  for  his  adjoining  manor  of 
Dorney,  by  the  name  of  Dorney  cum  Boveney. 

The  manor  of  Huntercombe,  formerly  the  property  and  feat  of  an  ancient  family 
of  that  name,  at  a later  period  was  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Windfor,  Darrell, 
and  Evelyn.  William  Evelyn,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century,  fold  Hunter-  ' 
combe  to  Anthony  Collins  and  Thomas  Eyre  efq.  Mr.  Eyre,  by  a fubfequent  pur- 
chafe,  became  poffefied  of  the  whole.  In  1777,  on  the  death  of  Thomas  Eyre  efq. 
the  lalt  heir  male,  this  eftate,  and  the  manor  of  Allards,  alias  Ealt-Burnham, 
which  had  been  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Eyres  for  more  than  400  years,  de- 
volved by  his  bequeft  to  his  nephew  Henry  Sayer  efq.  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 
Huntercombe-Houfe  was  a few  years  ago  in  the  occupation  of  Sir  William  Young 
bart.  and  lince  of  the  late  Sir  Booth  Gore  bart. : it  is  at  prefent  unoccupied. 

The  manor  of  Cippenham  in  this  parilh  was  part  of  the  ancient  demefnes  of 
the  crown,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  a palace  of  the  Mercian  Kings  : it  is  certain  there 
was  a royal  palace  at  Cippenham,  fo  lately  as  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  who  occa- 
fionally  refided  there,  as  appears  by  the  foundation  charter  of  Burnham  abbey, 
which  is  dated  thence : it  is  probable  that  an  ancient  moated  lite  near  Cippenham 
was  the  fpot  where  the  palace  Hood.  Edmund,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  who  died  in 
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1300,  was  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Cippenham,  which  in  1330  was  granted  to 
John  of  Eltham.  About  this  period  it  feems  that  there  were  two  manors  in  Cip- 
penham, one  of  which  was  given  to  Burnham  abbey,  the  other  was  granted  in 
1339  to  Sir  John  Molins  % and  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Hungerford 
and  Haftings  : it  is  probable  that  they  were  united  after  the  diflolution  of  the  abbey. 
The  manor  of  Cippenham,  which  had  long  been  in  the  family  of  Goodwyn  of 
Wooburn,  was  purchafed  by  the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough  about  the  year  1742, 
and  having  paffed  by  her  bequeft  to  her  grandfon  John  Spencer,  was  fold  by  his 
reprefentative,  the  prefent  Earl  Spencer,  to  the  late  Mr.  Dupre  : it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  his  fon,  James  Dupre  efq.  of  Wilton-Park. 

The  late  learned  Jacob  Bryant  efq.  had  a feat  at  Cippenham. 

In  Beveney  liberty  is  a chapel  of  eafe,  a very  ancient  ftru&ure.  An  a£t  of  par- 
liament paffed  in  1737,  for  making  it  a diftinct  cure,  but  the  want  of  a fufficient 
endowment  prevented  it  from  taking  effect. 

Brightwell-Court,  in  Burnham,  belonged  formerly  to  the  family  of  Cage,  from 
whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  John  Haftings  efq.  of  Woodlands.  This  John 
Haftings,  who  died  in  1656,  was  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  George  Haftings,  fon  of  Henry, 
a younger  fon  of  George,  the  fourth  Earl  of  Huntingdon ; there  is  a wooden 
tablet  to  his  memory  in  Burnham  church,  wThich  has  the  ar  ms  of  Haftings,  with 
100  quarterings,  over  which  are  placed  the  arms  of  Cage,  on  an  efcutcheon  of  pre- 
tence. Brightwell-Court  was  for  fome  time  the  feat  of  the  accomplifhed  Charles 
Earl  of  Orrery,  who  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Reeve,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Windfor : 
it  has  fince  been  fucceflively  the  feat  of  Crayle  Crayle  efq.  Lady  Ravenfworth,  John 
Symmons  efq.  and  Lord  Grenville.  It  is  now  the  property  and  reftdence  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Irby,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord  Bofton. 

In  the  parifh  church  at  Burnham  is  a handfome  monument  of  the  late  Mr.  Juftice 
Willes,  with  a medallion,  in  which  he  is  reprefented  in  his  robes : there  is  a tablet 
alfo  for  his  fon,  Edward  Willes  efq.  and  memorials  of  the  families  of  Eyre,  Evelyn, 
Hawtrey,  and  Sumner. 

The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Burnham  was  given  to  Eton  College,  by  Mr. 
Hawtrey,  a fellow  of  that  fociety,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  a confiderable  time. 
The  vicarage  is  endowed  with  a part  of  the  great  tithes,  the  remainder  are  in  lay 
hands : they  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbefs  and  convent  of  Burnham. 
Mr.  Cole,  the  Cambridge  antiquary,  was  vicar  of  this  parifh  from  1774  till  his 
death  in  1780. 

Robert  Aldrich,  bifhop  of  Carlifle,  was  a native  of  Burnham. 

* Pat.  13  Edw.  III. 

Calve RtoN, 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


533 


Calve rton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  a mile  to  the 
fouth  of  Stony -Stratford.  The  manor  paffed  by  marriage  from  the  Bulbecs 

to  the  noble  families  of  Vere,  Neville,  and  Percy.  Henry,  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land, fold  it  about  the  year  1616  to  Sir  Thomas  Bennet,  from  whofe  family  it  paffed 
by  a female  heir  to  an  anceltor  of  the  Marquis  of  Salifbury,  who  is  the  prefent 
proprietor  and  patron  of  the  redory.  The  well  fide  of  Stony-Stratford,  which 
was  formerly  in  the  parifli  of  Calverton,  has  been  made  a feparate  parifh  by  ad  of 
parliament.  The  parifh  of  Calverton,  and  the  weft  fide  of  Stony-Stratford,  were 
inclofed  in  178-2,  wdien  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  in  lieu  of  tithes.. 

Castlethorpe,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  three  miles 
to  the  north  of  Stony-Stratford,  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire.  At  this 
place  was  the  ancient  caftle  of  the  barony  of  Hanflape,  taken  and  demolifhed  in 
1217,  by  Foulkes  de  Brent,  when  it  was  garrifoned  againft  the  king  by  its  owner 
William  Mauduit,  one  of  the  rebellious  barons.  It  is  moft  probable  that  it 
was  never  rebuilt : the  fite  exhibits  traces  of  very  extenftve  buildings.  The 
manor  of  Caftlethorpe  paffed  as  an  appendage  of  Hanflape,  from  the  Mauduits  to 
the  Beauchamps  and  Nevilles,  and  eventually  merged  in  the  crown.  In  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.  it  was  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Tyrrell,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  whofe  fon  procured  an  ad  of  parliament  in  1704,  to  enable  him 
to  fell  this  manor  and  other  eftates  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  Some  years  after- 
wards it  was  purchafed  either  of  the  Tyrrells,  or  of  fome  perfon  to  whom  it  had 
been  fold  under  the  above-mentioned  ad,  by  Sarah  Duchefs  of  Marlborough.  It 
is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Spencer,  whofe  grandfather  became  poffeffed  of  it 
under  the  will  of  the  duchefs.  In  the  parochial  chapel  of  Caftlethorpe,  which  is  an 
appendage  of  Hanflape,  is  a handfome  monument  in  memory  of  Sir  Thomas 
Tyrrell,  above  mentioned,  who  died  in  1671.  The  parifh  of  Caftlethorpe  has  been 
inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1793,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
afligned  to  the  corporation  of  Lincoln,  as  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes. 

Caversfield,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  two 
miles  from  Bicefter,  in  Oxfordfhire,  wholly  furrounded  by  that  county.  The 
manor  of  this  place  having  been  feized  by  King  Henry  II.  in  confequence  of  its 
owner,  Brien  Fitz- Count,  having  entered  into  a religious  order,  was  granted  to 
Robert  Gargate,  whofe  family  gave  a part  of  it  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bicefter, 
partly  under  whom,  and  partly  in  their  own  right,  it  feems  to  have  been  held  for 
many  generations  by  the  Langftons.  After  the  diffolution  of  monafteries  they  be- 
came poffeffed  of  the  whole,  which  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Moyles,  and 
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afterwards  by  fuccefiive  purchafes  to  the  families  of  Davenport  and  Bard.  Mr. 
Vaux,  an  attorney,  bought  it  of  the  Bards  in  1704,  and  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  purchafed  of  him  about  the  year  1741,  by  Sir  James  Harrington.  In  1751 
Sir  James  fold  it  to  Mr.  Southcote,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  in  1763,  by  the 
•prefent  proprietor,  Jofeph  Bullock  efq.  who  refides  in  the  manor-houfe. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Langfton,  Moyle,  and  Bard. 
The  great  tithes  were  formerly  appropriated  to  Miffenden  abbey.  Mr.  Bullock  is 
patron  of  the  benefice.  A part  of  Stratton-Audley  is  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham, and  in  this  parifh  ; the  remainder,  with  the  church,  is  in  Oxfordfhire.  The 

1 

parifh  of  Caversfield  has  been  inclofed  by  an  act  of  parliament,  pafied  in  1780, 
under  which  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the  incumbent  in  lieu  of  the  tithes 
of  four  yard-lands  and  a quarter,  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  an  allotment  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Chrift-Church,  as  being  poffefled  of  the  remainder  of  the 
tithes. 

Chalfont-St.  Giles,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  nearly 
four  miles  from  Amerfham,  on  the  road  to  London,  and  feven  miles  from  Uxbridge, 
in  Middlefex.  The  principal  manor  in  this  parifh  is  called  the  Vache,  from  a family 
of  that  name,  who  poffefled  it  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.j  it  had  been  before  in  the 
Fitz-Alans a.  A female  heir  brought  it  to  the  noble  family  of  Grey,  of  Wilton  : 
from  them  it  pafied  by  purchafe  to  the  Gardiners,  and  from  the  Gardiners  to  Thomas 
Fleetwood,  treafurer  of  the  mint,  who  died  in  1570.  Mr.  Noble,  in  his  memoirs 
of  the  Cromwell  family,  fays,  that  this  Mr.  Fleetwood  had  32  children  by  two  wives ; 
fuppofing  the  number  to  be  accurate,  the  writer  is  miflaken  in  fuppofing  that  James 
Fleetwood,  who  died  bifhop  of  Worcefler  in  1683,  was  one  of  them  j the  bifhop 
was  grandfon  of  Thomas  Fleetwood,  being  a fon  of  Sir  George  Fleetwood,  who 
fucceeded  his  father  at  the  Vache,  which  continued  in  the  family  for  more  than  a 
century.  Francis  Hare,  bifhop  of  Chichefler,  having  married  the  heirefs  of  the 
Claytons,  who  were  the  next  proprietors,  became  poffefled  of  the  Vache,  where  he 
died  in  the  year  1740,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Chalfont-St.  Giles.  The 
late  Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  purchafed  the  Vache  of  Bifhop  Hare’s  reprefenta- 
tives,  in  or  about  the  year  1771,  and  made  it  his  feat.  In  1773  he  was  created  a 
baronet  : on  his  death,  which  happened  in  1796,  the  title  defcended  to  his  great 
nephew,  Hugh  Pallifer  Walter,  now  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  Pallifer  bart.  The  Vache 
is  under  the  admiral’s  will,  the  property  of  his  natural  fon  George  Pallifer  efq. 
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The  baronial  family  of  Wolverton  had  a manor  in  this  parilh,  which  paffed  by 
a female  heir  to  the  Wakes,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III. b 

During  the  great  plague  in  1665,  Milton  retired  to  Chalfont,  where  he  finiflied 
his  admirable  poem  of  Paradife  Loft.  The  idea  of  his  Paradife  Regained,  is 
faid  to  have  been  fuggefted  by  a converfation  which  paffed  at  this  place,  between 
the  poet  and  his  friend  Elwood,  a quaker.  The  houfe  in  which  Milton  refided  is 
now  occupied  by  a farmer : it  was  built  by  fome  of  the  Fleetwood  family,  as  ap- 
pears from  their  arms  over  the  door. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Fleetwoods  and  Claytons,  and 
that  of  the  late  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  lies  there  buried  : there  is  no  memorial  for 
bilhop  Hare.  The  bifhop  of  Lincoln  is  patron  of  the  reftory,  the  advowfon  of 
which  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of  Bradwell.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  founded  a 
fchool  at  this  place  for  the  education  of  20  boys  and  20  girls,  and  endowed  it  with 
30I.  per  annum. 

Chalfont -St.  Peter,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about 
five  miles  from  Amerfham,  on  the  road  to  London,  and  nearly  fix  miles  from 
Uxbridge  in  Middlefex.  The  manor,  which  belonged  to  Miffenden  abbey,  was 
granted  in  1536  to  Robert  Drury  efq.  whofe  defcendants  fold  it  in  1626  to  the 
Bulftrodes : in  1646  it  was  conveyed  to  Thomas  Gower  efq.  of  whom,  in  1650,. 
it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Richard  Whitchurch,  anceftor  of  Mrs.  Anne  Whitchurch, 
the  prefent  proprietor. 

An  ancient  manor  in  this  parifh  takes  its  name  from  the  family  of  Brudenell,. 
(collateral  anceftors  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan,)  who  formerly  poffeffed  it;  from 
them  it  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  Drurys  and  Ofbornes.  It  afterwards  came 
into  the  Duke  of  Portland’s  family,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Charles  Churchill 
efq.  the  late  proprietor  r it  is  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Hibbert  efq.  Mr.  Iiib- 
bert’s  feat,  which  is  called  Chalfont-houfe,  was  a diftintt  property ; and  before  it 
came  into  Mr.  Churchill’s  hands,  was  in  the  families  of  Wilkins  and  Selman. 

Newlands,  in  this  parifh,  the  feat  of  Sir  Henry  Thomas  Gott,  was  purchafed  by 
its  prefent  poffeffor  about  the  year  1770,  of  Mr.  Croke  of  Beaconsfield  : it  had  beea 
formerly  in  the  family  of  Saunders,  and  was  fold  by  Sir  John  Saunders,  to  Mr. 
Hopkins,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Croke. 

In  the  church  are  memorials  for  the  family  of  Whitchurch.  The  advowfon  and 
impropriation  which  belonged  formerly  to  Miffenden  abbey,  and  afterwards  to  the 
Drurys,  was  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen  to  the  prefident  and  fcholars  of  St.  John’s 
college,  in  Oxford,  who  prefent  the  vicar  and  grant  him  a leafe  of  the  great  tithes. 

b See  Piacit.  &c.  in  Turr.  Lond.  Co.  Bucks.  No.  16, 
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The  Earl  of  Portland  built  a fchool  at  Gerrard’s  Crofs,  in  this  parifh,  adjoining 
the  road  from  London  to  High-Wycombe.  It  has  no  endowment,  but  has  always 
■been  fupported  by  the  Portland  family  : the  duke  appoints  the  mailer,  and  allows 
him  a falary  for  teaching  a number  of  boys  of  this  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
parifhes, 

William  Courtnay,  who  died  in  1770,  gave  a loaf  of  bread  weekly  to  each  of 
eleven  unmarried  poor  women  of  this  parilh,  and  one  to  the  clerk. 

Cheddington,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and^deanery  of  Murelley,  lies  about 
eight  miles  north-eaft  of  Aylelbury,  and  about  two  miles  from  Ivinghoe.  In  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  the  manor  was  in  the  Lucys,  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the 
families  of  Brocas  and  Combe:  by  the  latter  it  was  fold  to  the  Hudfons,  from 
whom  it  palled  by  inheritance  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mrs.  Mary  Seare.  The 
Earl  of  Bridgwater  is  patron  of  the  redlory. 

Chersley,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  feven  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Aylelbury,  and  nearly  four  miles  from  Thame,  in 
Oxfordfhire.  This  is  fuppofed  by  fome  authors  to  have  been  the  Cerdicejleah  of 
the  Saxon  Chronicle,  where  Cerdic  and  Cynric  defeated  the  Britons. 

The  manor  of  Cherfley  was  anciently  in  the  noble  family  of  Valence,  Earl  of 
Pembroke ; and  afterwards  In  the  Hampdens : Edmund  Hampden  forfeited  it  by 
attainder  in  1465.  Before  the  year  1600,  either  by  grant  or  purchafe,  it  became 
the  property  of  the  Dormers,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Sir 
Clement  Cotterell  Dormer.  Sir  Clement  is  patron  alfo  of  the  donative,  and  impro- 
priator of  the  great  tithes,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Nutley,  having  been  given  to  them  by  their  founder,  Walter  Gifrard.  The  church 
was  anciently  a chapel  to  Crendon : right  of  fepulture  at  Cherfley  was  granted  by 
the  bifnop  of  Lincoln  in  1458.  An  ad!  for  the  inclofure  of  this  parilh  palled  in 
1805,  when  an  allotment  was  made  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Chesham,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  is  about  29  miles  from 
London  : it  has  had  a market  on  Wednefdays  from  time  immemorial : the  fairs  are, 
April  21,  July  22,  and  Sept.  28. 

A manufadlure  of  coarfe  wooden  ware  is  carried  on  in  this  town,  to  a conftderable 
extent;  a great  number  of  hands  are  employed  in  making  Ihoes  for  the  London 
warehoufes ; the  female  poor  are  for  the  molt  part  lace-makers.  The  town  of 
Chelham,  according  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament,  under  the  population  ad!  ifi 
1 801,  contained  370  houfes,  and  1910  inhabitants  ; of  thefe  887  were  hated  to  be 
males,  and  1023  females;  49  perfons  only  appear  to  have  been  employed  chiefly 
in  agriculture,  and  656  in  trade,  manufadtures,  and  handicraft. 
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The  mafior  of  Great-Chelham  was  parcel  of  the  barony  of  Bulbec,  and  paffed 
by  a female  heir  to  the  Veres.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  fold  it,  about  the  year  1550, 
to  the  Seymours : it  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Sandys,  from  whom  it  paffed 
by  purchafe  to  that  of  Cavendilh.  The  prefent  proprietor  of  this  manor,  to  which 
the  manors  of  Chefham-Higham  and  Chefham-Bury  feem  to  have  been  annexed 
from  an  early  period,  is  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Cavendilh,  only  brother  of 
the  Duke  of  Devonfhire,  who  has  a feat  in  this  parilh  at  Latimers  \ 

The  manor  of  Grove,  in  this  parilh,  was  for  many  generations  in  the  family  of 
Cheyne.  After  fome  intermediate  alienations,  it  was  purchafed  in  1704  by  Wm. 
Lowndes  efq.  fecretary  to  the  treafury,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  defcendant 
of  the  fame  name.  Mr.  Lowndes  has  alfo  the  manor  of  Hundridge  in  this  parilh. 
The  fite  of  the  manor-houfe  of  Grove  lies  about  half-way  between  Berkhamplled 
and  Chelham.  The  Cheynes  had  anciently  a feat  there,  which  appears  to  have 
been  a place  of  confiderable  ftrength  : part  of  the  great  hall  was  remaining  in  1750  ; 
there  was  a chapel  adjoining  the  houfe.  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  purchafer  of  this  eflate, 
built  a houfe  adjoining  the  church-yard  at  Chelham,  now  the  feat  of  his  defcendant 
above-mentioned. 

The  parilh  church  is  a large  Gothic  ftru&ure : in  the  chancel  are  feveral  monu- 
ments of  the  family  of  Skottowe,  among  w'hich  is  one  from  an  elegant  defign  by 
Bacon,  for  Nicholas  Skottowe  efq.  who  died  in  1798.  In  the  fouth  aille  is  the 
monument  of  Sir  John  Cavendilh  K.  B.  (a  younger  fon  of  the  firlt  Earl  of  Devon- 
fhire) who  died  without  iffue  in  1618,  and  that  of  Mary,  the  firlt  wife  of  Sir  Francis 
Whichcote  bart. 

The  impropriation  of  the  great  tithes  was  formerly  divided  between  the  monalteries 
of  Leicefter  and  Woburn,  each  of  which  appointed  a vicar.  The  rectorial  manor 
of  Chelham-Woburn,  with  the  advowfon  of  one  mediety  of  the  vicarage,  was 
granted  to  the  Ruffel  family  in  1553.  The  late  Duke  of  Bedford  fold  the  manor 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard,  but  retained  the  advowfon.  The  tithes  of  moll  of  the 
eftates  within  the  manor  have  been  purchafed  by  the  feveral  proprietors.  The  two 
medieties  of  the  vicarage  were  confolidated  by  a£t  of  parliament  in  the  year  1 767  : 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  being  the  patron  of  both,  built  the  prefent  vicarage  houfe, 
and  pulled  down  the  two  houfes  which  had  belonged  to  the  portionifis.  The  re&orial 
manor  of  Chelham-Leicefter,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  a mediety  of  the 
vicarage,  belonged  in  the  year  1609  to  the  family  of  Alhfield,  who  fold  it  to  the 
Whichcotes  about  the  year  1650.  The  redtory-houfe  near  the  church-yard  was  for 
fome  time  one  of  the  refidences  of  that  family,  whofe  chief  feat  is  in  Lincolnlhire. 
About  the  year  1730,  they  fold  this  eftate  to  the  Skottowes,  excepting  the  advowfon 
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which  was  purchafed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  This  manor  has  lately  been  fold 
piece-meal ; the  tithes  were  for  the  mod  part  purchafed  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
feveral  edates,  and  the  redtory-houfe  by  Mr.  Lowndes. 

Thomas  Wedon,  who  died  in  1624,  founded  an  alms-houfe  in  this  parifh  for 
four  poor  perfons,  and  endowed  it  with  35I . per  annum. 

Hundridge,  where  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe,  Chartridge  and  AJhridge , 
AJhley-Green  and  Billingdon , Botley , Water-fide  and  Latimers , are  hamlets  of  this 
parifh.  Thefe  hamlets  contained,  in  1801,  according  to  the  returns  then  made  to 
parliament  under  the  population  act,  424  houfes,  23  of  which  were  uninhabited. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  was  2059,  which,  added  to  thofe  in  the  town  of 
Chefham,  makes  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  parifh  amount  to  39 67, 
and  that  of  houfes  to  803:  it  being  nearly  as  populous  as  the  parifh  of  High- 
Wycombe,  and,  excepting  that,  the  mod  populous  in  the  county. 

The  ancient  name  of  Latimer s was  Ifenhampfled  or  Ifelhampded.  It  feems  to 
have  been  formerly  confidered  as  a didinft  parifh.  The  benefice,  which  has  been 
fometimes  called  a redtory,  but  which  is  more  properly  a donative  endowed  with 
tithes,  is  didindt  from  Chefham,  being  in  the  patronage  of  the  Cavendifh  family ; 
but  as  the  births  and  burials  are  all  regidered  at  Chefham,  and  it  is  affeffed  jointly  to 
the  poor-rate  and  other  parochial  taxes,  it  can  now  only  be  confidered  as  a hamlet 
of  that  parifh.  King  Edward  III.  in  the  year  1324,  granted  the  manor  of  Ifelhamp- 
ded, which  had  belonged  to  Hugh  Le  Defpencer b,  to  Sir  Simon  de  Bereford,  and 
two  years  afterwards  to  William  Latimer0,  from  whofe  family  it  derived  its  prefent 
name,  being  called  Ifelhampded  or  Ifenhampded-Latimers,  to  didinguifh  it  from  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Ifenhampded-Cheynies.  From  the  Latimers  this  manor  paffed 
to  the  Grevilles,  who  fold  it  to  Sir  Edwin  Sandys.  Heder,  the  daughter  of  Miles 
Sandys  efq.  who  was  born  at  Latimers  and  baptized  at  Chetham  in  1569,  is  the 
lady  celebrated  by  Fuller  in  his  Worthies,  as  the  parent  dock  of  a poderity  of  feven 
hundred  perfons,  whom  fhe  lived  to  fee  defcended  from  her  to  the  fourth  generation  : 
her  own  children  were  thirteen  in  number.  The  author  affures  us  that  he  fpeaks 
within  compafs,  having  bought  the  truth  by  a wager  which  he  lod  on  the  fubjedt 
This  lady  married  Sir  Thomas  Temple  of  Stowe,  and  died  in  1656,  at  the  age  of 
87.  From  the  family  of  Sandys,  Latimers  paffed  by  purchafe  to  that  of  Cavendifh. 
When  King  Charles  I.  was  carried  about  in  triumph  by  the  parliamentary  army, 
he  was  brought  for  a few  days  to  Latimers,  which  was  then  inhabited  by 
Chridian,  Countefs  of  Devonfhire,  and  her  fon  the  earl.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that 
the  captive  monarch  experienced  all  the  attention  which  his  illudrious  rank  and 

* Pat.  2 Edw.  III.  « Pat.  4 Edw.  III. 
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misfortunes  claimed,  from  that  celebrated  lady,  whofe  zeal  and  loyalty  on  a fub- 
fequent  occafion  expofed  her  life  to  hazard.  Latimers  is  now  the  property  and  feat 
of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Auguftus  Henry  Cavendifh. 

In  the  chapel  belonging  to  this  hamlet,  which  is  fituated  near  the  manfion,  is  the 
monument  of  a young  act  refs,  of  the  name  of  Campion  (put  up  by  George  Duke 
of  Devonfnire)  with  the  following  infcription  ; — -on  one  fide  : tc  Requiefcit  hie  pars 
mortalis  Mat.  Cn.  Qbiit  19  Mali  Ao.  170  6,  Ait  at  is  19  : quod  fapereji  ex  altera  parte 
quaere — On  the  other  fide. — -<{  Formam  egregiam  & miris  illecebris  ornatam  virtutes 
animi  fuperdrunt : plebeium  genus  fed  h one f inn  nobilitate  morion  decoravit . Supra 
eetatem  fagax ; fuprd  fortem  praefertim  egehis  benigna ; inter  fcenicos  ludos  in  quibus 
aliquandiu  v erf  at  a efi , verecunda  et  intemerata.  Poji  quatuor  menfmm  languorem  a 
febri  hedied  correpta  intempejlivam  mortem  forti  pedore  et  Chrijiiand  pietate  fubivit . 
Humanitate  preeditis  f quid  mentem  mortalia  tangunt  fiebilis , amicis  hen  febilior : di- 
ledijfimis  reliquiis  facrum  lapidem  hunc  poni  curavit , G.  D.  D.” 

Chesham-Bois,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  nearly  two  miles 
fouth  of  the  town  of  Chefham.  The  family  of  De  Bofco  or  De  Bois  were  pof- 
feifed  of  the  manor  in  the  reign  of  King  John.  About  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it 
came  into  the  Cheyne  family,  by  the  marriage  of  Sir  Thomas  Cheyne,  of  Chey- 
nies  and  Brayton-Beauchamp,  with  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John 
Chefhamd,  who  feems  to  have  inherited  in  the  female  line  from  the  family  of  De 
Bois.  From  this  time  it  continued  to  be  one  of  their  principal  feats,  until  the 
death  of  William  Cheyne,  Lord  Vifcount  Newhaven,  without  male  ilfiie  in  1728  : 
foon  after  this,  it  became  the  property  of  John  Earl  Gower,  and  was  fold  by  him, 
in  1735,  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  from  whom  it  has  defeended  to  his  grandfon, 
the  prefent  duke.  In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Cheyne, 
and  other  perfons  allied  with  it,  among  which  is  an  altar-tomb  (without  infcription), 
which  has  the  infignia  of  the  Garter.  The  church  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe 
to  Chelham,  but  has  fmee  become  parochial : the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  the  great 
tithes,  and  is  patron  of  the  donative. 

Chetwode,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  five  miles 
fouth-weft  of  the  county  town,  on  the  borders  of  Oxfordfhire.  Sir  Ralph  de 
Norwich  founded  a priory  at  Chetwode,  in  the  year  1244,  for  Auguftine  monks. 
In  1460  it  was  diffolved  on  account  of  its  poverty,  and  annexed  to  the  abbey  of 
Nutley. 

i Buckinghamlhire  Vifitation  in  the  Heralds’  College . 
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The  principal  manor  is  the  property  of  Sir  John  Chetwode  bart.  a lineal  de- 
fendant of  Robert  de  Thain,  who  held  it  under  the  bilhop  of  Baieux,  at  the  time 
of  the  Norman  furvey,  fince  which  it  has  never  been  alienated  by  fale.  It  palled  indeed 
for  a time,  by  the  heir  female  of  an  elder  branch  of  the  Chetwodes,  to  the  baronial 
family  of  Woodhull  or  Wahul ; but,  after  a few  generations,  reverted  by  the  marriage 
of  an  heirefs  of  the  Wahuls,  to  a younger  branch  of  the  Chetwodes,  from  whom 
the  prefent  baronet  is  defended  : the  Chetwodes  had  formerly  a feat  here,  but  it 
has  long  been  deferted,  their  chief  refidence  being  at  Oakley  in  Staffordlhire. 

The  priory  manor  which  belonged  to  Nutley  abbey,  after  the  diffolution  of  the 
monaftery  of  Chetwode,  was  granted  in  1541  to  the  family  of  Rilley,  who  con- 
tinued to  polfefs  it  until  the  death  of  Paul  Rifley  efq.  without  ifiue,  in  1755  : it  is 
now  in  feveralties. 

The  old  parilh  church  of  St.  Martin,  which  hood  a quarter  of  a mile  eafl  of  the 
priory,  was  pulled  down  in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time : in  this  church  was  a monu- 
ment of  Sir  John  Chetwode,  an  ancellor  of  the  prefent  baronet  of  that  name,  and 
his  lady.  The  conventual  church,  which  was  made  parochial  in  1480,  Hill  remains : 
in  the  chancel,  which  appears  to  be  coeval  with  the  foundation  of  the  priory',  are 
fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Rilley.  There  was  anciently  an  hermitage  at 
Chetwode,  dedicated  to  St.  Stephen  and  St.  Lawrence,  which  was.  founded  by  an 
ancellor  of  the  Chetwodes. 

Edward  Lame  efq.  William  Pearfon  efq.  and  Mrs.  Lynch,  have  the  impropriation 
of  the  'great  tithes.  The  benefice  of  Chetwode  and  the  neighbouring  parifii  of 
Barton-Hartlhorne  are  confolidated. 

Chichley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  two  miles  and 
a half  north-ealt  of  Newport-Pagnell.  The  manor  of  Chichley  (probably  the 
fame  which  is  fpoken  of  in  Dugdale’s  Monallicon f,  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of 
Thickthorn,  in  Chichley  and  Hardmead)  was  given  to  the  monallery  of  Tickford, 
by  its  founder  FulkPaganell.  It  was  given  by  King  Henry.  VIII.  to  Cardinal  Wolfey, 
and  by  him  made  part  of  the  endowment  of  his  new  College  ; but  on  his  attainder 
it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was  granted  to  Anthony  Cave,  from  whofe  family 
it  palTed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Chellers.  Anthony  Cheller  efq.  of  Chichley,  was 
created  a baronet  in  1619  : his  fon  Sir  Anthony,  the  fecond  baronet,  dillinguilhed 
himfelf  in  the  royal  army  at  the  battle  of  Nafeby.  His  eltates  were  fequellered,  and 
his  houfe  at  Chichley  fullained  much  injury,  when  the  neighbouring  town  of  New- 
port-Pagnell was  garrifoned  by  the  parliament.  The  manor  of  Chichley  is  now 
the  property  of  Charles  Cheller  efq.  M.  P.  whofe  father  Charles  Bagot,  next 


* See  p.  48 7. 
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brother  to  the  late  Lord  Bagot,  took  the  name  of  this  family  by  ad  of  parliament, 
Jn  17^0  : he  fucceeded  to  this  eftate  on  the  death  of  his  eoufin,  Sir  Charles  Bagot 
Chefter,  the  lad  baronet,  in  1755.  Chichley-houfe  is  at  prefent  uninhabited. 

The  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Tickford,  are  now  the  property 
of  Mr.  Chefter,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Browne  Willis  fuppofes  that 
Richard  Wefton,  Earl  of  Portland,  Lord  Treafurer  to  King  James  I.  was  a native 
of  Chichley,  and  that  he  was  the  fame  perfon,  who,  being  then  Richard  Wefton 
efq.  was  married  in  that  church  to  Elizabeth  Newdigate,  in  1596. 

Chilton,  in  the  hundred  of  Aftiendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  nine 
miles  weft  of  Aylelbury,  and  about  four  miles  north  of  Thame,  in  Oxfordlhire. 
Paulinus  Peyvre,  the  opulent  fteward  of  King  Henry  Ill’s  houfehold,  had  a feat  at 
Chiltong,  and  was  poffefled  of  the  manor  which  continued  fome  time  in  his  family. 
Before  1550  it  paffed  to  the  Crokes  by  purchafe,  from  the  family  of  Zouche : it 
was  again  alienated  in  or  about  1682,  and  having  been  fucceffively  in  the  families  of 
Limbrey  and  Hervey,  paffed  to  the  Carters,  and  is  now,  by  marriage  with  the 
heirefs  of  that  family,  the  property  of  Sir  John  Aubrey  bart.  whofe  feat  is  in  the 
neighbouring  parilh  of  Dourton.  Chilton-houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Ute  Mr.  Carter, 
is  unoccupied. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Crokes ; that  of  Sir  John  Croke, 
who  died  in  1608,  is  much  ornamented  in  the  ftyle  which  then  prevailed,  and  has 
his  effigies  in  armour.  Sir  John  was  father  of  Sir  George  Croke,  the  celebrated 
lawyer,  famous  for  his  zealous  oppofition  to  the  tax  of  Ihip-money,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  I.:  he  was  a native  of  Chilton,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church  there, 
without  any  memorial.  At  the  weft  end  of  the  church  is  a large  marble  monument 
for  the  family  of  Carter : on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  entrance  into  the  chancel  was  a 
{tone  delk  and  pulpit ; the  defk  remains,  with  the  fteps  which  led  to  the  pulpit. 

The  redory,  to  which  manerial  rights  were  annexed,  was  given  to  Nutley  abbey 
by  its  founder  Walter  Giffard  : the  impropriation  is  now  veiled  in  Sir  John  Aubrey, 
who  is  patron  of  the  donative. 

At  Eafington , a conftderable  hamlet  of  this  parilh,  was  formerly  a chapel  of 
eafe.  The  manor  of  Eafington,  which  was  for  many  generations  in  the  noble 
family  of  Stafford,  has  of  late  years  been  annexed  to  Chilton. 

Cholesbury  or  Choulesbury,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of 
Murelley,  lies  about  five  miles  eaft  of  Wendover,  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire. 


* Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  242. 
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This  manor,  anciently  called  Chelwoldibury,  belonged  In  early  times  to  the  Beau- 
champs, and  afterwards  to  the  Perots’1.  In  1364,  King  Edward  III.  granted  this 
manor,  which  had  been  held  for  life  by  John  de  Cobham,  to  Thomas  Cheyne,  his 
fhield-bearer ',  whofe  defendants  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  fold  it  to  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Baldwin:  in  1748  it  was  purchafed  of  the  Seares,  in  whofe  family  it  had 
then  been  for  a confiderable  time,  by  Robert  Darell  efq.  father  of  Edward  Darell 
efq.  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  church,  which  was  formerly  a chapel  to  Drayton-Beauchamp,  {lands  within 
a circular  moat,  which  inclofes  an  area  of  about  twelve  acres.  Within  this  area  is 
a pond,  called  the  Bury  pond.  To  the  north  of  Cholefbury  a large  dyke  runs  from 
eaft  to  weft,  over  Wigginton  Common,  through  the  parifh  of  Tring  to  Drayton- 
Beauchamp.  The  living  is  a perpetual  curacy,  endowed  with  the  tithes  of  the 
parifti,  which  are  of  very  fmall  value : the  patronage  is  vefted  in  the  truftees  of 
Jofeph  Neale  efq.  who  in  1705  founded  an  evening  letture  for  preaching,  cate- 
chiftng,  and  expounding  the  Catechifm  at  Cholefbury  and  Wigginton,  endowing  it 
with  an  eftate  at  Cublington,  let  fince  the  inclofure  at  90I.  per  annum.  By  the 
founder’s  rules  the  lecturer  is  to  preach  at  Cholefbury  on  Chriftmas-day  and  the  5th 
of  November,  and  to  preach  and  catechife  the-  children  every  Sunday  afternoon 
during  the  winter  feafon  ; on  the  fecond  and  fourth  Sunday  in  every  month,  from 
Eafter  to  Michaelmas,  to  preach,  catechife,  and  expound  the  Catechifm  at  Wig- 
ginton ; and  on  the  other  Sundays  during  that  period,  to  perform  the  fame  duties  at 
Cholefbury.  The  curate  of  Cholefbury  may  be  (and  hitherto  has  been)  appointed 
by  the  truftees  to  the  letlurefhip,  but  he  is  removeable  from  the  le&urefhip  by  the 
truftees  for  mifbehaviour,  or  negle&ing  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  founder.  There 
are  nine  truftees,  which  number  is  to  be  filled  up  from  time  to  time  when  reduced 
to  fix. 


East-Claydon,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  two  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Winflow.  In  the  reign  of  Edward 
III.  the  manor  was  in  the  Greys  of  Rotherfield,  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the 
Deincourts  and  Lovels,  and  at  a later  period  in  the  families  of  Lea  and  Abell.  It 
was  purchafed  of  the  latter  in  1728,  by  Lord  Fermanagh,  and  is  now  the  property 
of  his  niece,  Mary  Baronefs  Fermanagh.  The  manor  of  Bottle-Claydon , a hamlet 
of  this  parifh,  has  pafted  with  it. 

The  church  of  Eaft-Claydon  was  demolifhed  during  the  civil  war  by  Cornelius 
Holland,  one  of  King  Charles’s  judges  : it  was  rebuilt  after  the  reftoration.  In 


Bund.  Placit.  See,  in  Turr.  Lond.  Co.  Bucks,  No.  3. 
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this  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Abel  and  Mil  ward.  The  im- 
propriation of  the  great  tithes,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Ofney,  is 
veiled  in  Lady  Fermanagh,  who  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage. 

Middle-Claydon,  in  the  hundred  of  Aihendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdonr 
lies  nearly  two  miles  from  Eafl-Claydon,  and  about  four  miles  fouth-weil  of  Window. 
The  manor  was  held  under  the  Peverells,  foon  after  the  Norman  conqueil,  by  the 
family  of  Greiley,  from  whom  it  paifed  by  female  heirs  to  the  Cantilupes  and 
Zouches.  Sir  John  Brockley,  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1433,  bought 
it  of  the  Zouches : in  1458  it  was  fold  by  him  or  his  reprefentatives  to  Sir  Ralph 
Verney,  whofe  defcendant  of  the  fame  name  was  created  a baronet  in  1661.  Sir 
Ralph’s  fon  was,  in  1703,  created  an  Iriih  vifcount,  by  the  title  of  Fermanagh,  and, 
in  1742,  his  grandfon  was  created  Earl  Verney.  Thefe  titles  became  extindl  in  1791, 
by  the  death  of  the  fecond  earl,  whofe  niece,  Mary  Verney,  was  the  next  year  created 
Baronefs  Fermanagh,  and  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this  manor. 

Either  Sir  Ralph  Verney  who  purchafed  Middle-Claydon,  or  his  fon  Sir  John, 
built  a capital  manfion  there  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  which  has  ever  fince  been 
the  chief  feat  of  the  family,  but  having  undergone  many  alterations,  retains  no 
veflige  of  its  ancient  form.  The  more  modern  part  was  fitted  up  in  a very  mag- 
nificent manner,  and  furnifhed,  with  great  expence,  by  the  late  Earl  Verney.  The 
furniture  was  fold  after  his  death,  the  Rate  rooms  not  being  made  ufe  of  by  the 
prefent  owner,  who  refides  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year  at  a villa  in  Kent.. 
The  faloon  is  forty-eight  feet  eight  inches  by  thirty-two  feet  eight  inches,  and 
twenty-four  feet  three  inches  in  height.  The  dining-room  and  drawing  room  are 
of  the  fame  length  and  height,  but  in  width  only  twenty-feven  feet  fix  inches ; 
thefe  rooms  flill  contain  a few  portraits,  among  which  is  a fine  picture  of  Sir  Ed- 
mund Verney,  by  Vandyke.  The  grand  flair-cafe  is  inlaid  with  various  wood,  and 
the  iron  railing  is  very  richly  wrought. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  memorials  of  the  Verney  family,  the  mod  re- 
markable is  the  monument  of  Sir  Edmund  Verney  above-mentioned,  who  was 
ftandard-bearer  to  King  Charles  I.  and  fell  at  the  battle  of  Edgehill  in  1642  : it  is 
ornamented  with  bulls  of  himfelf,  his  fon,  Sir  Ralph  Verney,  and  their  wives.  In 
the  chancel,  which  was  built  by  the  Gyfford  family  in  1519,  is  a tomb,  with 
braffes,  of  Roger  Gyfford,  who  died  in  1542,  and  his  wife  . Lady  Fer- 

managh is  patronefs  of  the  rectory. 

Sir  Ralph  Verney,  the  firfl  baronet,  who  died  in  1696,  built  an  alms-houfe  for 
fix  poor  perfons : it  has  no  endowment. 
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Steeple-Claydon,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  a 
mile  and  a half  from  Middle-Claydon,  and  nearly  fix  miles  well  of  Winfiow.  The 
manor  was  given  by  King  Henry  I.  to  Robert  D’Oyley,  as  part  of  the  marriage 
portion  of  his  wife  Edith,  who  had  been  the  king’s  miftrefs.  About  ioo  years 
after  this,  it  was  in  the  family  of  Fitz-John,  and  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the 
Cliffords,  Burghs,  and  Mortimers.  From  Edmund  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  it 
defcended  to  his  grandfon.  King  Edward  IV.  and  thus  became  veiled  in  the  crown. 
In  1 557  it  was  granted  in  fee  to  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  a celebrated  writer  and  foldier, 
who  was  knighted  by  the  prote&or  Somerfet,  in  Muffelborough  field,  and  the  manor- 
houfe  became  one  of  the  feats  of  that  family.  This  eftate  was  forfeited  by  the 
attainder  of  Thomas  Chaloner,  one  of  the  judges  of  King  Charles  I.  but  re- 
purchafed  of  the  grantee  by  the  family.  Sir  John  Verney  bought  it  of  William 
Chaloner  efq.  in  1705  : it  is  now  the  property  of  Lady  Fermanagh.  The  manor- 
houfe  has  been  pulled  down,  and  its  fite  is  now  occupied  by  a farm. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  a memorial  for  Edward  Chaloner  efq.  thirty  years  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy,  who  died  in  1766.  He  was  grandfon  of  Thomas  Chaloner 
the  regicide,  great  grandfon  of  the  learned  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  (tutor  to  Henry, 
Prince  of  Wales,)  and  great  great-grandfon  of  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  grantee  of  the 
manor  as  above-mentioned.  Thomas  Chaloner  the  regicide,  in  the  year  1656,  built 
a fchool-houfe  at  Claydon,  which  Hill  remains,  and  endowed  it  with  12I.  per 
annum : the  endowment  has  been  loll,  but  Lady  Fermanagh,  who  poffeffes  the 
ellates  of  the  Chaloners,  allows  two  Ihillings  a-week  to  a fchool-millrefs.  The  im- 
propriate redlory,  which  was  formerly  parcel  of  the  polieffions  of  the  priory  of 
Ofeney,  belongs  to  Lady  Fermanagh,  who  is  patronefs  of  the  vicarage.  The 
parifii  of  Steeple-Claydon  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£l  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1795, 
when  a corn-rent  was  afligned  to  the  vicar,  and  allotments  of  land  to  Lady  Fer- 
managh, as  impropriatrix ; and  to  George  Iiardinge  and  Charles  Webb  efq.  for 
portions  of  tithes. 

Clifton-Reynes,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  half  a 
mile  to  the  eaft  of  Olney,  acrofs  the  river,  but  the  neareft  road  to  it  from  that 
town  is  about  two  miles  and  a half.  This  place  took  its  name  from  the  ancient 
family  of  Reynes,  who  poffeffed  a manor  in  this  parifii,  which  paffed  by  a female 
heir  to  the  Lowes,  and  was  fold  by  them  to  the  celebrated  Serjeant  Maynard.  From 
the  Maynards  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  noble  family  of  Hobart,  and  was  fold 
about  the  year  1750,  by  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamfliire,  to  Mr.  Small,  father  of  the 
prefent  proprietor,  Alexander  Small  efq.  who  has  a feat  at  Clifton-Reynes.  Another 
manor,  called  alfo  the  manor  of  Clifton-Reynes,  was  from  an  early  period  in  the 
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noble  family  of  Mordaunt,  and  was  fold  by  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  in  1 786,  to  John 
Higgins  efq.  of  Turvey  in  Bedfordlhire,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  In  the  church 
are  fome  ancient  tombs  of  the  families  of  Beauchamp,  Zouche,  and  Reynes,  the 
only  one  which  has  an  infcription,  is  that  of  Sir  John  Reynes,  who  died  in  1428. 
Mr.  Small  is  patron  of  the  re&ory. 

North-Crawley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  three 
jmiles  and  a half  to  the  weft  of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordlhire. 
At  this  place  was  an  ancient  monaftery,  dedicated  to  St.Firmin,  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  Survey  of  Domefday ; it  was  deftroyed  or  fell  to  decay  fo  long  before  the 
general  diffolution  of  monafteries,  that  no  notice  of  it  has  been  found  in  any 
records  fubfequent  to  the  above-mentioned  furvey.  There  are  three  manors  in  this 
parilh,  all  of  which  are  now  the  property  of  William  Lowndes  Stone  efq.a  of 
Brightwell,  in  Oxfordlhire.  The  principal  of  thefe,  called  the  manor  of  Great- 
Crawley,  was  held  under  the  honor  of  Gloucefter,  by  the  Filiols,  and  pafled  by 
female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Bohun,  Owen,  and  Southwell.  It  was  purchafed 
of  the  latter  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  by  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  and  of  his 
defcendants  in  1704,  by  Francis  Duncombe,  who  fold  it  to  William  Lowndes  efq. 
in  1724.  A fecond  manor  (now  called  Broughtons)  was  in  the  family  of  Brough- 
ton from  1219  to  1529.  It  palTed  afterwards  by  fucceflive  purchafes  to  the  families 
of  Morton,  Stanton,  Knight,  and  Gregory : the  heirs  of  Gregory  fold  it  to  Mr. 
Lowndes.  The  Manor  of  Hellows  belonged  fucceflively  to  the  Latimers  and 
Nevilles,  and  was  at  a later  period  in  the  families  of  Apreece,  Smith,  and  Duncombe : 
Mr.  Lowndes  purchafed  of  the  Duncombes. 

The  parilh  church  is  a fpacious  and  handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure,  dedicated  to  St. 
Firmin,  the  patron  of  the  ancient  monaftery  at  this  place ; the  chancel  was  built 
by  Peter  de  Guildford,  redlor  of  the  parilh,  who  died  in  1321.  Under  the  eaft 
window  on  the  outftde  is  the  following  infcription  : 

4£  Petrus  cancellum  tibi  dat  Firmine  novellum 
Ut  cum  lauderis  Deo,  Petri  memoreris.” 

In  the  chancel  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Hacket ; the  rood-loft  remains, 
between  the  nave  and  chancel : the  fcreen  is  of  wood,  richly  carved  and  decorated 
with  figures  of  faints,  &c.  under  Gothic  canopies. 

* An  aft  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1755,  to  enable  William  Lowndes  efq.  to  take  the  name  of  Stone, 
in  addition  to  that  of  Lowndes. 
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The  advowfon  of  the  re&ory,  which  was  formerly  in  the  families  of  Hacket  and 
Carew,  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Lowndes  Stone.  This  parifh  has  been  in- 
clofed  by  an  a£l  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1772,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
afligned  to  the  re&or,  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Crendon  or  Long-Crendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of 
Waddefdon,  lies  about  two  miles  north  of  Thame,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  about  nine 
miles  fouth-wefl  of  Aylefbury : it  is  a populous  village,  nearly  a mile  in  length, 
and  had  formerly  a market  on  Thurfdays,  granted  in  1218  to  William  Earl  Marfhall. 
The  manor  of  Crendon  was  anciently  the  property  of  the  Giffards  Earls  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  had  a feat  there ; Crendon  park  is  mentioned  in  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day.  The  manor  paffed  by  female  defcent  to  the  noble  families  of  Marfhall  and 
Warren,  and  was  afterwards  divided  into  three  parts,  among  their  co-heirs : thefe 
became  diftind  manors.  One  of  them  having  been  in  the  family  of  Bohun,  be- 
came veiled  in  the  crown,  and  was  given  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor  in 
1478:  another  became  the  property  of  All-Souls  College,  in  Oxford:  the  third 
manor  was  in  the  Mortimers : Roger  Mortimer,  Earl  of  March,  gave  it  in  exchange 
for  other  lands,  in  the  year  1357,  to  Sir  William  Ferrarsb,  of  the  Groby  family. 
At  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Dormers,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham.  In  the  parifh  church  is  a handfome  monument  of  Sir  John  Dor- 
mer, lord  of  this  manor,  who  died  in  1626.  The  great  tithes  which  were  given 
to  Nutley  Abbey,  in  this  parifh,  by  its  founder,  Walter  Giffard,  are  now  the 
property  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  who  is  patron  of  the  donative. 

Walter  Giffard,  the  fecond  and  lafl  Earl  of  Buckingham  of  that  family,  in  con- 
jundion  with  his  wife  Ermengard,  founded  a convent  of  Augufline  monks,  in 
the  year  1162,  in  his  park  at  Crendon,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Nodele, 
Nutley,  or  de  Parco  Crendon.  The  park  was  given  by  the  founder  to  the  monaflery, 
which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  and  St.  John  the  Baptifl.  William  Marfhall  gave 
the  monks  the  privilege  of  the  pafloral  flaff,  which  was  confirmed  by  King  John. 
The  Bohuns  had  afterwards  the  patronage  of  Nutley  Abbey,  the  revenues  of  which 
at  the  diffolution  were  valued,  according  to  Dugdale,  at  437I.  6s.  8d|.  per  annum . 
Richard  Ridge,  the  lafl  abbot,  had  a penfion  afligned  him  by  the  crown  of  tool. 
per  annum  in  lieu  of  his  office.  The  fite  of  the  abbey  was  granted  by  King 
Edward  VI.  to  Sir  William  Paget ; it  was  afterwards  for  a confiderable  time  in  the 
family  of  Lenton,  from  whom  it  paffed  to  the  Berties.  It  is  now,  together  with 
the  manor  of  Nutley,  the  property  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  a farmer,  who  refides  in  the 
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remains  of  the  Abbey-houfe.  A great  part  of  the  ruins,  as  reprefented  in  Buck’s 
view,  have  been  fince  taken  down : the  ancient  roof  of  the  hall,  which  was  fixty-eight 
feet  by  twenty-three  feet  nine  inches,  was  removed  by  the  Bertie  family,  to  Chefter- 
ton  in  Oxfordfhire,  its  place  having  been  fupplied  by  a common  tiled  roof ; this 
room  is  now  ufed  as  a barn.  On  the  infide  of  the  eaft  wall  is  a corbel-table  in 
that  ftyle  of  architecture  which  prevailed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  richly  orna- 
mented with  foliage.  The  fmall  remains  of  the  cloifters  are  now  a pig-dye. 
Round  the  cornice  of  an  ancient  room  in  the  farm-houfe,  is  the  Stafford  knot, 
feveral  times  repeated,  with  the  following  infcription  in  black  letter,  “ En  lui 
l plaifance .” 

Christlow  or  Crestlow,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow',  lies  not  far  from  Whit- 
church, about  fix  miles  north  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  which  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Clifford,  of  Ugbrook, 
and  has  been  for  a confiderable  time  in  his  family.  The  parifh  church  was  de- 
moliflied  in  the  civil  war,  by  Cornelius  Holland,  one  of  King  Charles’s  judges, 
and  has  never  been  rebuilt.  There  is  now  only  one  houfe  in  the  parifh. 

Cublingtqn,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about 
feven  miles  nearly  to  the  north  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  was  fucceflively  in  the 
families  of  Cheyne,  Defpencer,  Lucy,  Corbet,  Willoughby  and  Carter.  It  was 
purchafed  of  the  latter  in  1664,  by  the  Tourneys,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  a female 
heir  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Thomas  Sheppard  efq. 

In  the  church,  which  was  removed  to  its  prefent  fite  in  the  year  1400,  are  fome 
memorials  of  the  Tourney  family. 

The  patronage  of  the  reCtory  belongs  to  Lincoln  College,  in  Oxford.  This 
parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  the  year  1769,  when  an 
allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  reftor,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  glebe,  &c. 

Cuddington,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies 
about  fix  miles  nearly  weft  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  was  anciently  annexed  to 
the  church  of  Rochefter,  but  (by  fome  exchange  it  is  fuppofed)  became  veiled  in 
the  crown.  In  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  it  was  conveyed  by  the  Goodwyns  to 
the  Tyringhams ; what  became  of  it  afterwards  is  not  known.  The  late  Lord 
Wenman  claimed  manerial  rights  in  Cuddington,  as  annexed  to  the  manor  of  Had- 
denham.  James  Holyman,  the  fecond  bifhop  of  Briftol,  who  wrote  boldly  againft 
the  divorce  of  Catharine  of  Arragon,  was  a native  of  this  place. 

The  parochial  chapel  of  Cuddington  is  annexed  to  the  Church  of  Haddenham : 
the  great  tithes  are  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter.  Browne 
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Willis  fpeaks  of  a medicinal  fpring  near  this  village,  formerly  in  great  repute : it 
appears  by  the  tradition  of  the  inhabitants,  that  this  is  the  fpring  from  which  a final! 
ftream  called  Dadbrook  takes  its  rife  ; its  virtues  are  ftill  talked  of,  but  it  has  long 
been  wholly  difufed. 

Datchet,  in  the  hundred  and.  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  two  miles  from  Eton.  The  manor  of  Datchet  was  granted  by  King  Ed- 
ward  III.  in  1335  c to  William  de  Montacute,  who  the  fame  year  conveyed  it  to 
Sir  John  MolinsV’  In  1558,  the  manor  of  Datchet  was  leafed  by  the  crown  to 
Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  who  made  it  his  refidence.  In  1631,  the  manor  of  Datchet, 
defcribed  as  having  formerly  been  parcel  of  the  poffeflions  of  the  cattle  and  honour 
of  Windfor ; and  the  manor  of  Datchet-St.  Helens,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  St.  Helens,  and  had  been  afterwards  annexed  to  the  honour  of  Windfor, 
were  granted  by  King  Charles  I.  to  Sir  Charles  Harbord  and  others,  by  whom  they 
were  conveyed  to  Sir  William  Wheeler.  In  1681,  Andrew  Pitcairne,  alias  Wheeler, 
conveyed  this  eftate  to  Budd  Wafe,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  married  John  Whitfield 
efq.  of  Canterbury.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duchefs  of  Buccleugh,  by  in- 
heritance from  John  Duke  of  Montagu,  who  in  1 742  purchafed  it  of  two  gentlemen, 
to  whom  it  had  been  conveyed  in  1730,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitfield. 

In  the  parifir  church  is  the  monument  of  Catharine,  wife  of  Sir  Maurice  Berkeley, 
daughter  of  Lord  Montjoy ; that  of  Chriftopher  Barker,  printer  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, who  died  in  1607,  and  feveral  for  the  family  of  Wheeler. 

The  re&ory  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  belonged  anciently  to  the  fee  of 
Lincoln : they  were  given  by  King  Edward  III.  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Windfor.  The  bridge  over  the  Thames  at  Datchet,  originally  built  by  Queen  Anne, 
fell  down  in  the  year  1795,  and  has  not  fince  been  rebuilt. 

Denham,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  two  miles 
from  Uxbridge  in  Middlefex,  near  the  road  to  High  Wycombe.  The  manor  was 
given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Weftminfter  in  i299e.  After  the  reformation 
it  was  granted  to  the  family  of  Peckham,  who  continued  in  poffeflion  of  it  till 
after  the  death  of  Sir  George  Peckham,  in  1586,  when  it  was  feized  for  a debt  to 
the  crown.  In  1596,  the  manor,  Denham-Court,  Denham-Place,  and  the  ad- 
vowfon of  the  re&ory,  were  all  demifed  to  William  Bowyer  efq.  to  whom  they  were 
afterwards  granted  in  fee.  Sir  Roger  Hill,  who  was  Iheriff  of  the  county  in  1673, 
purchafed  the  manor,  Denham-Place,  and  the  advowfon,  of  the  Bowyers  $ they 
are  now  by  female  defcent  the  property  of  Benjamin  Way  efq. 

Denham  Place,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Way,  is  a large  brick  manfion,  built  by  Sir 
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Roger  Hill,  on  the  fite  of  an  old  houfe  belonging  to  the  Peckhams.  The  chapel 
is  fitted  up  with  mantled  wainfcot  and  carving,  in  the  flyle  which  prevailed 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  windows  are  ornamented  with  coats  of 
arms  in  flained  glafs.  In  the  library  is  a very  curious  picture  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  with  portraits  of  the  members.  The  drefies  are  of  the  age  of 
Charles  II.  and  it  is  probable  that  it  reprefents  the  parliament  of  1679,  in  which 
Sir  Roger  Hill  was  one  of  the  members  for  Amerfham : William  Williams  was 
then  fpeaker. 

Denham- Court  continues  in  the  Bowyer  family  ; William  Bowyer  the  grantee, 
afterwards  Sir  William  Bowyer  knt.  was  one  of  the  tellers  of  the  Exchequer ; his 
grandfon,  of  the  fame  name,  was  created  a baronet  in  1660.  The  prefent  proprietor 
of  Denham-Court  is  Sir  George  Bowyer,  in  whom  two  titles  are  united,  for  his 
father,  the  late  gallant  Admiral,  who  poffelfed  Radley  in  Berkfhire  by  inheritance 
from  the  Stonhoufes,  was  created  a baronet  in  1 794,  in  the  life-time  of  his  elder 
brother,  the  late  Sir  William  Bowyer.  The  manor  of  Denham-Durdants,  formerly 
the  property  of  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  who  were  fettled  at  Denham  from 
the  year  1259,  till  1414,  or  perhaps  later,  and  afterwards  belonging  to  the  Savoy 
hofpital,  was  given  by  King  Edward  VI.  to  the  citizens  of  London,  towards  the 
endowment  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  monuments,  both  ancient  and  modern,  among 
the  former  are  fome  brafs  plates  of  the  Durdant  family  above-mentioned  ; that  of 
Agnes  Jordan,  the  laft  abbefs  of  Syon ; an  altar  tomb,  in  memory  of  Sir  Edmund 
Peck'ham,  who  died  in  1570  with  the  effigies  of  himfelf  and  his  lady,  and  that 
of  his  fon  Sir  Robert  Peckham,  privy  counfellor  to  Queen  Mary,  who  married 
one  of  the  coheireffes  of  the  laft  Lord  Bray,  and  died  in  1569,  being  then  on 
his  travels,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Gregory  at  Rome : his  heart 
was  depofited  at  Denham,  purfuant  to  his  own  requeft.  Among  the  more  modern 
monuments  is  a feries  of  plain  mural  tablets,  in  memory  of  the  Bowyer  family,  in- 
cluding the  late  baronet,  who  died  in  1799.  The  earlieft  is  that  for  Sir  William 
Bowyer  knt.  grantee  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1616.  There  are  monuments 
alfo  for  the  families  of  Hill,  Lockey,  and  Way,  conne&ed  by  marriage. 

Dinton,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about 
four  miles  fouth-weft  of  Aylefbury,  near  the  road  to  Thame.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  Munchenfis.  In  1464,  having  been  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of 
Sir  Robert  Whittingham,  it  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Montgomery  and  his  heirs 
malef:  it  was  afterwards  in  the  Verneys.  The  Maynes  became  poflefTed  of  it, 
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and  fettled  at  Dinton  about  the  year  1606:  upon  the  attainder  of  Simon  Mayne, 
one  of  the  regicides,  who  died  in  prifon  after  convi&ion,  and  was  buried  at  Dinton 
in  1661,  this  manor  became  forfeited,  but  was  repoffefied  by  the  family  probably 
through  the  indulgence  of  the  crown,  and  was  fold  in  1727,  by  Simon  Mayne, 
grandfon  of  the  regicide,  to  John  Vanhattem  efq.  father  of  the  late  Sir  John  Van- 
hattem,  who  died  in  1789.  His  fon-in-law,  the  Rev.  William  Goodall,  is  the 
prefent  proprietor.  The  hamlets  of  Wellington  and  Ford  are  attached  to  this 
manor. 

The  manor-houfe,  now  the  feat  of  Mr.  Goodall,  is  an  ancient  manfion,  which 
was  for  many  years  the  refidence  of  the  Maynes.  Mr.  Goodall  has  feveral  papers 
relating  to  the  hiltory  of  the  parilh ; a collection  of  extraneous  folds  from  Dinton 
and  its  neighbourhood,  where  they  are  found  in  great  abundance ; and  fome  anti- 
quities difcovered  in  an  arable  field  near  the  road  to  Thame,  by  labourers  who  were 
digging  for  the  foundation  of  a caftellated  building  ereCted  by  Sir  John  Vanhattem 
in  1769.  The  molt  remarkable  is  a fmall  veflel  of  thin  green  glafs,  of  a conical 
form,  which  is  engraved  in  the  10th  volume  of  the  Archaeologia.  The  manors  of 
Afton-Molins  and  Waldridge,  in  this  parilh,  are  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon,  and 
the  manor  of  Morton,  in  the  hundred  of  Delborough.  The  manor  of  Afton- 
Molins,  formerly  called  Alton-Bernard,  belonged  anciently  to  the  family  of  Fitz- 
Bernard,  from  whom  it  palled  by  purchafe  to  the  Blacketsg.  In  1331,  Sir  John 
Molins,  who  held  this  manor  by  grand  ferjeanty,  as  marlhal  of  the  king’s  falcons, 
had  a licence  to  embattle  his  houfe  at  Afton-Molins : from  him  the  manor  palled  by 
female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haftings.  The  family  of  Serjeant 
became  polfelTed  of  it  about  the  year  1606 : it  is  now  the  property  of  Matthew 
Raper  efq.  whofe  anceltors  purchafed  it  of  the  Serjeants  in  1720. 

The  manor  of  Waldridge  belonged  alfo  to  the  Serjeants : it  was  afterwards  the 
feat  of  Sir  Richard  Ingoldlby,  who  purchafed  it  in  1651  of  the  Serjeants.  It  is 
fomewhat  fingular,  that  Dinton  Ihould  have  been  the  refidence  of  two  of  the  judges 
of  King  Charles  I.  Sir  Richard  Ingoldlby  and  Simon  Mayne ; the  former  was 
pardoned  and  taken  into  favour  after  the  relloration.  Waldridge  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Marquis  of  Winchefter,  who  married  the  heirefs  of  the  Ingoldlbys.  The 
manor  of  Morton  has  been  long  held  on  leafe  by  the  Waller  family,  under  the 
church  of  Winchefter.  The  Lees  of  Hartwell,  before  their  marriage  with  the 
heirefs  of  that  eftate,  were  of  Morton,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  were  leflees  of 
the  manor  before  the  Wallers.  The  manor  of  Upton,  in  this  parilh,  belonged  to 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Baldwin,  and  having  palled  by  female  heirs  to  the  Borlaces  and 
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Wallops,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Portfmouth.  The  manor  of  Blomer, 
in  this  parifh,  was  formerly  in  the  HampdenS,  afterwards  in  the  Claytons,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  monuments  for  the  families  of  Serjeant,  Mayne,  and 
Vanhattem.  The  fouth  door  has  a very  curious  Norman  arch'1. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parifh  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  Priory  of  God- 
flow : when  the  aft  for  inclofing  this  parifh  paffed  in  1802,  it  appeared  that  the 
vicar  was  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  great  tithes,  and  that  Matthew  Raper  efq.  the 
Rev.  William  Goodall,  and  George  Franklin  efq.  were  entitled  to  the  remainder, 
excepting  thofe  of  the  hamlet  of  Upton ; the  great  tithes  were  directed  to  be 
apportioned,  and  allotments  of  land  made  in  lieu  of  them  to  the  feveral  pro- 
prietors ; Mr.  Serjeant’s  impropriate  tithes  were  to  remain  unaltered,  but  he  was  at 
liberty  to  accept  a corn-rent ; the  vicar  had  40  acres  allotted  to  him  for  his  glebe, 
and  a corn-rent  in  lieu  of  tithes : the  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown.  Ford, 
a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  had  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe,  which  has  been  deftroyed. 
There  is  an  engraved  portrait  of  John  Bigg,  an  eccentric  character,  who  was  a native , 
and  inhabitant  of  this  parifh,  and  commonly  called  the  Dinton  Hermit.  In  his 
younger  days  he  was  clerk  to  Simon  Mayne  the  regicide,  who  a£led  as  a juftice  of 
the  peace:  for  many  years  before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1696,  he  lived  in 
a cave  under  ground.  His  method  of  mending  his  clothes,  which  he  never  changed, 
was  by  fattening  frefh  cloth  or  leather  over  the  decayed  parts : one  of  his  fhoes 
thus  mended,  till  the  leather  became  of  more  than  tenfold  thicknefs,  is  in  Mr. 
Goodall’s  pofleflion,  the  other  is  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford. 

Dorney,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  two  miles  and  a half 
nearly  weft  of  Eton.  The  manor  was  parcel  of  the  pofleflions  of  Burnham  abbey,, 
and  afterwards  in  the  Garrard  family.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  Sir  Charles  Harcourt 
Palmer  bart.  His  anceftor.  Sir  James  Palmer  knt.  gentleman  of  the  Privy  Chamber 
to  King  Charles  I.  married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  William  Garrard,  who 
died  in  1607.  Sir  Philip  Palmer  knt.  fon  of  Sir  James,  was  cup-bearer  to  King 
Charles  II.  On  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Palmer  bart.  of  Wingham,  in  Kent, 
which  happened  in  1725,  without  iflue,  Charles  Palmer  efq.  of  Dorney,  fucceeded. 
to  the  title.  In  the  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  William  Garrard  above- 
mentioned. 

Sir  C.  H.  Palmer  is  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes,  which  formerly  belonged 
•to  Burnham  abbey,  and  patron  of  the  donative. 
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The  learned  bifhop  Montagu  was  born  at  Dorney,  about  the  year  1577,  his 
father  being  then  minifler  of  the  parifh. 

Dourton,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  fix  miles  north  of  Thame,  in  Oxfordfhire.  The  manor  was  anciently  in 
the  Beauchamps  of  Hacche,  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Ferrars,  of  Groby.  It 
was  at  a later  period  the  property,  and  a feat  of  the  Dormers.  It  is  now  the  feat 
of  Sir  John  Aubrey  bart.  who  purchafed  the  houfe  and  manor  in  1774,  of  the 
Mitchells,  who  had1  been  preceded  by  the  Berties.  A more  confiderable  eftate 
in  this  parifh  was  purchafed  by  Sir  John  Aubrey  in  1783,  of  J5ir  Clement  Cottrell 
Dormer.  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham,  gave  the  great  tithes  of  this 
parifh  to  Nutley  abbey  ; they  now  belong  to  Chrifl-Church  College  in  Oxford. 
The  patronage  of  the  donative,  which  is  confolidated  with  Afhendon,  is  in  the 
dean  and  chapter.  Dourton  was  originally  only  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Chilton  ; it  is 
now  parochial. 

Drayton-Beauchamp,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley, 
lies  about  fix  miles  eafl  of  Aylefbury,  near  the  road  to  Tring.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  Maignons,  from  whom  it  palled  to  the  Beauchamps  and  Cobhams. 
Sir  John  Cobham  gave  it  to  King  Edward  III.  who  in  the  year  1364  granted  it,  to- 
gether with  the  hamlet  of  Helpjlhorp , to  his  fhield-bearer  Thomas  Cheney,  or 
Cheyne.  Drayton  continued  to  be  one  of  the  chief  feats  of  his  defcendants,  till 
the  death  of  William  Cheyne,  Lord  Vifcount  Newhaven,  in  1728.  The  manor 
of  Drayton-Beauchamp  was  fold  by  Lord  Newhaven’s  reprefentatives  to  the  Gum- 
leys,  about  the  year  1730,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Lady  Robert  Manners  : the 
manor-houfe  has  been  pulled  down. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a brafs  of  one  of  the  Cheynes,  who  died  in  1375,  in 
armour,  with  a mail  gorget,  molt  probably  Thomas  Cheyne  abovementioned. 
Browne  Willis’s  notes  fpeak  of  another  tomb,  on  which  the  figure  of  a woman 
only  remained,  with  the  date  1468,  which  tradition  affirms  to  have  been  that  of 
Sir  John  Cheyne.  In  the  chancel  is  a fumptuous  monument  of  white  marble,  by 
Woodman,  in  memory  of  Lord  Newhaven,  with  an  upright  figure  of  the  deceafed 
in  a large  flowing  peruke ; Lady  Newhaven  is  represented  fitting.  In  the  north 
window  of  the  nave  are  eight  of  the  apoftles  in  flained  glafs. 

The  patronage  of  the  redtory  has  been  always  annexed  to  the  manor.  Hooker, 
the  celebrated  ecclefiaftical  writer,  was  redlor  of  Drayton-Beauchamp,  in  1584.  At 
Helpjlhorp , a hamlet  in  this  parifh,  was  a chapel  of  eafe,  which  has  been  deflroyed. 
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Drayton-Passelew  or  Parslow,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotfiow  and  deanery  of 
Murefley,  lies  about  five  miles  nearly  to  the  eaft  of  Window.  In  the  reigns  of 
King  Henry  the  Firft  and  Second,  the  manor  belonged  to  the  Paffelews,  from  whom 
the  parifh  takes  its  name,  and  afterwards  to  the  monaftery  of  Woburn.  In  1562  it 
was  granted  to  Sir  John  Fortefcue ; on  the  death  of  his  defcendant.  Sir  Francis 
Fortefcue  bart.  in  1720,  it  palled  by  a female  heir  to  the  Whorwoods.  It  is  now 
the  property  of  Charles  Greenwood  efq.  whofe  father  married  the  daughter  and  foie 
heir  of  Thomas  Whorwood  efq.  who  died  in  1751.  The  advowfon  of  the  re&ory 
was  held  with  the  manor  by  the  Fortefcues  : it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Lord,  who  is  the  prefent  incumbent.  This  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  a£t  of 
parliament,  in  1797,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the 
reftor. 

Dunton,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotfiow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about  eight 
miles  north  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  four  miles  fouth-eafl:  of  Window.  The 
manor  was  in  the  family  of  Girund,  from  the  time  of  the  conquell,  till  the  reign 
of  Edward  II.  The  Hampdens  became  poffefled  of  it  about  the  year  1430.  In 
or  about  the  year  1729,  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  purchafed  it  of  that 
family : by  her  bequefl:  it  devolved  to  her  grandfon,  John  Spencer,  grandfather 
of  Earl  Spencer,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor,  and  patron  of  the  redtory. 

Edgcot,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  eight  miles 
eafl  of  Bicefier,  in  Oxfordfliire,  and  about  eleven  miles  north-wed;  of  Aylefbury. 
The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  GifFards,  Earls  of  Buckingham  : as  early  as  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  it  was  in  the  Englefields.  Upon  the  attainder  of  Sir  Francis 
Englefield,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  granted  to  two  perfons,  who 
immediately  conveyed  it  to  the  Dormer  family.  About  the  year  1716,  John  Dormer 
efq.  fold  it  to  the  celebrated  phyfician  and  poet,  Sir  Samuel  Garth,  whofe  daughter 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  the  Boyles.  In  1795  it  was  purchafed  of  their  repre- 
fentatives,  by  the  prefent  proprietor  Jofeph  Bullock  efq.  of  Caversfield,  who  is 
patron  of  the  redlory. 

Edlesborough,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotfiow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  on 
the  borders  of  Bedfordfliire,  under  the  Chiltern  hills,  near  the  ancient  Ickeneld- 
Street ; about  four  miles  and  a half  fouth-wefl:  of  Dunfl:aple.  The  manor  be- 
longed in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to  the  Blounts,  ancedors  of  the  Lords  Montjoy: 
in  the  fourteenth  century  it  was  in  the  family  of  Bard.  From  the  Dormers, 
who  were  poflefled  of  it  as  early  as  the  year  1616,  it  paflfed  by  a female  heir  to 
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the  Stanhopes,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  who  inherits 
alfo  from  the  Dormers  the  manors  of  Dagnall  and  Hudnall,  both  in  this  parifh. 
Hudnall  had  belonged  to  the  neighbouring  monaftery  of  Alheridge ; Dagnall  had 
been  in  the  Brocas  family.  George  Whitfield  efq.  gives  a deputation  for  the 
manor  of  Pinks,  in  Dagnall. 

The  manor  of  Horton,  in  this  parifh,  was  in  the  Brocas  family,  from  the  year 
1400  to  1663,  about  which  time  it  was  fold  to  the  Theeds  : in  1716  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  family  of  Hall,  from  whom  it  palled  to  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Chriftopher  Johnfon  efq.  The  manor  of  Botelers  palled,  about  the  year  1350,  by 
a female  heir  from  the  family  whofe  name  it  bears,  to  the  RufFords ; in  1610  it 
was  in  the  Langford  family,  who  were  fucceeded  by  the  Kidgells  and  Brewlters : 
it  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Moyer,  fpinller,  by  inheritance  from  the 
family  Lit  mentioned.  The  manor  of  Bates,  in  Edlelborough,  which  had  been 
long  attached  to  that  of  the  neighbouring  parilh  of  Eaton-Bray,  in  Bedford Ihire  %. 
is  the  property  of  William  Beckford  efq.  of  Fonthill. 

The  manor  of  Cawdwells,  in  this  parilh,  was  granted  to  Sir  William  Paget,  in 
1 544.  It  was  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Skipwith,  Sankye,  Pigott, 
and  Bruges.  In  1701  it  was  fold,  together  with  the  manors  of  Fitz-Hugh  a and 
Bowells,  which  had  been  in  the  fame  families,  to  Mr.  William  Chew,  of  Dunllaple, 
who  bequeathed  them  to  trullees,  for  the  fupport  of  a free-fchool  in  that  town,  and 
other  charitable  purpofes.  Another  manor  in  Edlelborough  was  part  of  the  eftate 
of  Thomas  Chaucer  efq.  fon  of  the  poet,  who  married  the  heirefs  of  the  Burgherfts. 
Alice  Chaucer  brought  it  in  marriage  to  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk ; 
his  fon,  John  Duke  of  Suffolk,  gave  it  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  with 
the  king’s  licence,  in  1480. 

The  parifh  church  of  Edlelborough,  a handfome  Gothic  ftrufture,  with  a finall 
fpire,  forms  a eonfpicuous  objeft,  being  placed  on  an  infulated  hill,  which  has 
the  appearance  of  having  been  an  ancient  fortrefs.  In  the  chancel  are  fome 
braffes  of  a large  fize,  among  which  is  that  of  Sir  John  Swynlhide,  rector  of  Edlef- 
borough,  who  died  in  1390:  in  the  north  chancel  or  Rufford’s  aille,  are  fome 
tombs  of  the  family  of  Rufford.  The  Earl  of  Bridgewater  is  patron  of  the  vicar- 
age, and  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the  monks 
of  the  Charter-houfe.  The  parifh  regilter  records  the  burial  of  Michael  Fenn,  at 
the  great  age  of  124,  April  21,  1675. 

* See  the  account  of  the  proprietors  of  that  manor,  p.  79.  Bates  has  been  attached  to  the  manor 
of  Eaton-Bray,  fince  the  time  of  Sir  Reginald  Bray,  and  probably  at  a mu  h earlier  period. 

* The  manor  of  Fitz-Hugh  was  fo  called  from  a .am.iy  of  that  name,  who  poSefitd  it  in  the  four- 
teenth century. 
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Northall , D agnail , Horton , and  Hudnall , are  hamlets  of  this  parilh  : at  Dagnall 
was  a chantry  chapel,  dedicated  to  All  Saints.  Part  of  Ringshall  is  alfo  in  the  parilh 
of  Edlefborough,  and  two  houfes  in  St.  Margaret's , a hamlet  of  Ivinghoe. 

Ellesborotjgh,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies 
under  the  Chiltern  hills,  about  two  miles  and  a half  fouth-weft  of  Wendover. 

The  Pakington  family  claimed  the  paramount  lordlhip  of  this  parilh,  as  having 
belonged  to  their  anceltor,  Lord  Chief  Jultice  Baldwin,  and  before  him,  to  the 
families  of  Cantilupe,  Zouche,  and  De  la  Pole : this  claim  was  given  up  when  a 
farm  in  the  parilh  was  purchafed  of  the  Pakingtons  in  1 770,  by  the  Rulfel  family, 
in  the  defcription  of  whofe  property  in  this  parilh  the  manors  of  Zouches  and  Poles 
are  enumerated. 

The  manor  of  Checkers,  in  Ellelborough,  took  its  name  from  one  of  its  ancient 
lords,  John  de  Scaccariis,  (or  of  the  Exchequer,)  from  whofe  family  it  palfed  to 
the  Hawtreys,  and  from  the  Hawtreys  to  a younger  branch  of  the  Crokes.  John 
Thurbane,  ferjeant  at  law,  became  polfelfed  of  it  in  confequence  of  his  marriage 
with  a co-heirefs  of  Sir  Robert  Croke.  Joanna,  the  foie  heirefs  of  Serjeant  Thur- 
bane, married  the  gallant  Col.  Rivett,  who  received  his  death’s  wound  at  the  battle 
of  Malplaquet,  after  returning  to  the  field  from  which  he  had  before  been  carried  off 
as  dead.  His  widow  married  John  Rulfel  efq.  third  fon  of  Sir  William  Rulfel  bart, 
great  grandfather  of  Sir  George  Rulfel  the  late  proprietor  of  Checkers,  whofe 
grandfather,  Mr.  Charles  Rulfel,  married  Mary  Joanna  Cutts  Rivett,  the  only  child 
of  his  mother-in-law  by  her  firft  hulband.  The  old  manfion,  called  Checkers, 
fituated  in  a very  romantic  fpot,  amidll  hills  covered  w'ith  beech  and  other  trees, 
was  built  by  the  Hawtreys,  whofe  arms  are  in  the  hall  windows.  In  this  houfe 
are  fome  good  family  portraits,  among  which  are  Oliver  Cromwell,  from  whom 
the  Rulfels  were  lineally  defcended b.  Lady  Claypoole,  and  other  perfons  conne&ed 
with  the  family.  Sir  George  Rulfel,  the  laft  heir  male  of  the  Rulfels  of  Chippen- 
ham, in  Cambridgelhire,  died  on  the  25th  of  April  1804;  his  eftates  devolved  to 
his  aunt,  Mrs.  Mary  Ruffel,  with  remainder  to  her  coufin-german,  the  Rev.  John 
Rulfel  Greenhill  D.  D.  Checkers  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Robert  Greenhill 
efq.  to  whom  it  has  been  given  up  by  his  father  and  coulin.  The  manor  of 
Grove  or  Seyton  was  fuccelfively  in  the  families  of  Egleton,  Horton  and  Briftow. 
It  was  the  property  of  the  late  Sir  George  Rulfel,  whofe  brother  purchafed.  it  of 
the  Briftows.  The  manor  of  Mordaunts  at  Bockmer-end  in  this  parilh,  belonged 
alfo  to  the  late  Sir  George  Rulfel.  The  reputed  manor  of  Aplley  in  this  parilh, 
belonged  to  the  Sheppards  of  Rolrich,  in  Oxfordlhire  ; it  was  afterwards  in  the 
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Led  wells  ; John  Mackanefs  efq.  barrifter  at  law,  having  parchafed  it  of  that  family, 
has  lately  fold  it  to  James  Humphreys  efq.  of  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

In  the  parilh  church,  which,  like  that  of  Edlefborough,  Hands  on  a fmall  in- 
flated eminence,  refembling  an  ancient  fortrefs,  are  fame  monuments  of  the  Crokes. 
In  1803  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  for  the  inclofure  of  this  parilh,  when  allot- 
ments of  land  were  affigned  to  the  reftor,  who  was  only  entitled  to  a moiety  of  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  great  tithes,  and  to  Jofeph  Wells  gent,  who  had  the 
impropriation  of  the  other  moiety : the  remainder  of  the  tithes  belonged  for  the 
moft  part  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  from  which  they  ifiued  ; an  allotment  was 
made  to  truftees  for  the  poor  ; the  W oodlands  Hill  continue  titheable.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Wells,  brother  of  the  impropriator,  is  patron  and  incumbent. 

Many  Roman  co-ins  have  been  found  in  this  parilh ; the  caftle-hill  has  been  fpoken 
of  .elfe  where*. 

Emberton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  four  miles  north 
of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  Olney.  The  manor  belonged  fucceffively  to 
the  baronial  families  of  Paganeli  and  Somery,  under  whom  it  was  held  by  the 
Olneys  and  Pakenhams.  From  the  latter  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Tyring- 
hams,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  about  the  year  1670,  by  the  Coppins  of  Market- 
Street,  in  Bedfordlhire.  In  1727  the  Coppins  fold  it  to  John  Gore  efq.  from 
whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  Mellifh.  It  is  now,  by  a late  purchafe, 
the  property  of  William  Praed  efq,  reprefentative  in  the  female  line  of  its  former 
proprietors,  the  Tyringhams  : Mr.  Praed  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  This  parilh 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1798,  when  an  allotment  of 
land  was  given  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes ; the  parilh  was  then  eftimated  to  con- 
tain 1300  acres. 

Eton,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  is  feparated  front 
Windfor,  in  Berklhire,  by  the  river  Thames,  being  22  miles  diftant  from  London: 
it  is  chiefly  noted  for  its  college,  founded  by  King  Henry  VI.  in  the  year  1440,  for 
a provoft,  ten  prielts,  four  clerks,  fix  chorifters,  twenty-five  poor  grammar-fcholars, 
and  twenty-five  poor  men.  Henry  Sever  was  the  firlt  provoft ; his  fucceffor  "was 
William  Waynfleet,  founder  of  Magdalen  College,  in  Oxford.  This  foundation 
was  particularly  excepted  in  the  aft  for  the  diffolution  of  colleges  and  chantries,  in 
the  reign  of  King  Edward  VI.  Its  eftablilhment,  however,  has  been  fomewhat  altered, 
and  it  confifts  now  of  a provoft,  feven  fellows,  two  fchool-mafters,  two  condufts, 
feven  clerks,  feventy  fcholars,  and  ten  chorifters,  beftdes  inferior  officers  and  fer* 


c See  p.  493. 


vants. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


557 


vants.  The  annual  eledion  of  fcholars  to  King’s  College,  in  Cambridge,  founded 
by  the  fame  monarch,  takes  place  about  the  end  of  July,  or  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
when  twelve  of  the  head  boys  are  put  on  the  roll  to  j'ucceed  at  King’s  College,  as 
vacancies  happen.  The  average  number  of  vacancies  is  about  nine  in  two  years : 
at  19  years  of  age  the  fcholars  are  fuperannuated.  Eton  College  fends  two  fcholars 
to  Merton  College,  in  Oxford,  where  they  are  denominated  poft-mafters,  and  has 
a few  exhibitions  of  21  guineas  each,  for  its  fuperannuated  fcholars,  towards  whofe 
aftiftance  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  a late  fellow,  has  bequeathed  an  eflate  of  Sol.  per 
annum  after  the  death  of  his  widow.  The  fcholars  elected  to  King’s  College  fucceed 
to  fellowfhips  at  three  years  Handing.  The  independant  fcholars  at  Eton,  commonly 
called  Oppidans , are  very  numerous,  this  fchool  having  been  long  ranked  among  the 
firft  public  feminaries  in  this  or  any  other  country.  The  average  number  of  inde- 
pendant fcholars,  for  fome  years  paft,  has  been  from  300  to  350  : when  Dr.  Barnard 
was  mailer,  under  whom  the  fchool  was  more  flourilhing  perhaps  than  at  any  other 
period,  the  number  at  one  time  exceeded  520.  To  enumerate  all  theEtonians  who  have 
become  eminent  in  the  republic  of  letters,  or  have  diflinguifhed  themfelves  as  law- 
yers, flatefmen,  or  divines,  would  be  no  eafy  talk.  From  Harwood’s  Alumni  Etonenfes , 
which  is  confined  to  fuch  fcholars  as  have  been  on  the  foundation,  may  be  collected, 
among  others,  the  names  of  bilhop  Fleetwood,  bifhop  Pearfon,  the  learned  John 
Hales,  Dr.  Stanhope,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  the  late  Earl  Camden.  Among 
fuch  celebrated  charaders  as  have  received  their  education  at  Eton,  but  not  on  the 
foundation,  more  immediately  occur  to  notice  the  names  of  Outred  the  mathema- 
tician, Boyle d the  philofopher,  Waller  the  poet,  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  Horace, 
Earl  of  Orford,  Gray,  Weft,  and  the  late  learned  Jacob  Bryant.  A confiderable 
number  of  the  literary  characters  of  the  prefent  day,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who  are 
highly  diftinguifbed  in  public  life,  have  received  their  education  at  this  celebrated 
feminary  of  learning. 

Before  we  difmifs  the  fubjed  of  Eton  School,  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  pro- 
ceftion  of  the  fcholars  ad  montem  may  be  thought  not  undeferving  of  notice.  This 
proceffion  is  made  every  third  year  on  Whit-Tuefday,  to  a tumulus  near  the  Bath 
road,  which  has  acquired  the  name  of  Salt-hill,  by  which  alfo  the  neighbouring 
inns  have  been  long  known.  The  chief  objed  of  the  celebrity  is  to  colled  money 
for  fait,  as  the  phrafe  is,  from  all  perfons  prefenr,  and  it  is  exaded  even  from  paf- 
fengers  travelling  the  road.  The  fcholars  who  colled  the  money  are  called  falt- 

o 

* Boyle  was  offered  the  provoftfhip,  but  declined  accepting  it  ; upon  which  Waller  was  actually 
appointed,  but  the  chancellor  refuted  to  fet  his  feal  to  the  appointment,  it  being  contrary  to  the 
Statutes  (although  there  had  been  feveral  precedents  for  it)  that  a layman  fhould  hold  the  office. 
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bearers,  and  are  dreffed  in  rich  filk  habits.  Tickets  infcribed  with  fome  motto  % 
by  way  of  pafs-word,  are  given  to  fuch  perfons  as  have  already  paid  for  fait,  as  a 
fecurity  from  any  further  demands.  This  ceremony  has  been  frequently  honoured 
with  the  prefence  of  his  majefty  and  the  royal  family,  whofe  liberal  contributions, 
added  to  thofe  of  many  of  the  nobility  and  others,  who  have  been  educated  at  Eton, 
and  purpofely  attend  the  meeting,  have  fo  far  augmented  the  collections,  that  it  has 
been  known  to  amount  to  more  than  8ool.  The  fum  fo  colleded  is  given  to  the  fenior 
fcholar  who  is  going  oft'  to  Cambridge,  for  his  fupport  at  the  univerfity.  It  would 
be  in  vain  perhaps  to  endeavour  to  trace  the  origin  of  all  the  circumftances  of  this 
fingular  cuftom,  particularly  that  of  collecting  money  for  fait , which  has  been  in 
ufe  from  time  immemorial.  The  proceffion  itfelf  feems  to  have  been  coeval  with 
the  foundation  of  the  college,  and  it  has  been  conjeCtured  with  much  probability, 
that  it  was  that  of  the  bairn  or  foy-bifhop f.  We  have  been  informed,  that  originally 
it  took  place  on  the  6th  of  December,  the  feftival  of  St.  Nicholas  the  patron  of 
children  ; being  the  day  on  which  it  was  cuftomary  at  Salifbury,  and  in  other  places 
where  the  ceremony  was  obferved,  to  eleCt  the  foy-bifhop,  from  among  the  children 
belonging  to  the  cathedral s.  In  the  voluminous  collections  relating  to  antiquities  be- 
queathed by  Mr.  Cole,  (who  was  himfeif  of  Eton  and  King’s  College,)  to  the  Britifh 
Mufeum,  is  a note,  in  which  it  is  afferted,  that  the  ceremony  of  the  bairn,  or  boy- 
bifhop,  was  to  be  obferved  by  charter,  and  that  Geffrey  Blythe,  bifhop  of  Litchfield, 
who  died  in  1530,  bequeathed  feveral  ornaments  to  King’s  College  and  Eton,  for  the 
drefs  of  the  bairn- bifhop.  From  whence  the  induftrious  antiquary  procured  this  in- 
formation, which  if  correct  would  end  all  conjecture  on  the  fubjeCt,  does  not  appear. 
We  cannot  learn  that  there  are  any  documents  in  fupport  of  it  at  King’s  College  or 
at  Eton,  and  the  prerogative  court  of  Canterbury,  as  well  as  the  regiflries  of  the 
diocefes  of  London,  Chefter,  and  Litchfield,  where  alone  there  is  any  probability 
of  its  being  regiftered,  have  been  fearched  in  vain  for  bifhop  Blythe’s  will.  Within 
the  memory  of  perfons  now  living,  it  was  a part  of  the  ceremony  at  the  montem , that 
a boy  dreffed  in  a clerical  habit,  with  a wig,  fhould  read  prayers.  The  cuftom 
of  hunting  a ram,  by  the  Eton  fcholars,  on  Saturday  in  the  election  week,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  an  ancient  tenure,  was  abolifhed  by  the  late  provoft,  Dr.  Cooke. 

Eton  College  confifls  of  two  quadrangles.  In  the  firft  is  the  fchool,  the  chapel, 
and  lodgings  for  the  mailers  and  fcholars.  The  other  is  occupied  by  the  library, 

e One  of  the  molt  appropriate  perhaps,  was  “ Mos  pro  tege.”  1 This  part  of  the  ceremony 

has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  originated  from  an  ancient  praftice  among  the  friars  of  felling  con- 
fecrated  fait.  6 This  mock  dignity  lalled  till  Innocents  day  ; during  the  intermediate  time  the 

boy  performed  various  epifcopal  fun&ions,  and  if  it  happened  that  he  died  before  it  was  expired,  he 
was  buried^vvith  the  fame  ceremonials  which  were  ufed  at  the  funeral  of  a bilhop. 
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the  provoft’s  lodgings,  and  the  apartments  of  the  fellows.  The  chapel,  as  far  as 
relates  to  its  external  appearance,  is  a very  handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure ; the  infide 
has  none  of  that  ornamental  architecture,  fo  much  admired  in  King’s  College 
chapel  at  Cambridge,  to  which  this  has  fometimes  been  compared,  but  is  quite 
plain,  and  has  been  much  disfigured  by  fome  injudicious  alterations,  which  were 
made  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafh  century,  when  feveral  of  the  old  monuments 
were  removed,  and  others  concealed  behind  the  wainfcot  then  placed  at  the  ealt 
end,  by  which  alfo  was  hid  a Gothic  altarpiece,  of  (tone,  enriched  with  niches. 
The  whole  length  of  the  chapel  is  175  feet,  including  the  ante-chapel,  which  is 
62  feet  in  length.  Among  the  eminent  perfons  who  lie  buried  in  this  chapel,  are 
Richard  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton,  Henchman  to  King  Henry  VIII.;  John  Longland, 
bilhop  of  Lincoln,  confeffor  to  that  monarch  ; Sir  Henry  Saville,  the  learned  warden 
of  Merton,  and  provoft  of  this  college,  who  founded  the  Savillian  profeflbrfhips  of 
aftronomy  and  geometry  at  Oxford ; Sir  Henry  Wotton,  an  eminent  ambaifador 
and  ftatefman,  who  was  alfo  provolt  of  Eton ; Francis  Rowfe,  a diftinguilhed 
writer  among  the  puritans,  and  one  of  the  lords  of  Cromwell’s  upper-houfe,  who 
died  provoft  of  Eton  in  1658  ; Dr.  Alleftree,  provoft  of  Eton,  (an  eminent  royalift,) 
who  built  the  new  or  upper  fchool,  with  the  cloifters  beneath,  at  the  expence  of 
1500I.  and  died  in  1680  ; and  Nathaniel  Ingelo,  who  died  in  1683.  The  monu- 
ments of  fome  of  the  above-mentioned  perfons  are  not  now  to  be  feen.  Sir  Henry 
Wotton’s  tomb  has  the  following  fingular  infcription  * 

“ Hie  jacet  hujus  fententias  primus  auftor — 

Difputandi  pruritus  fit  ecclcfiarum  fcabies.” 

“ Nomen  alias  qusere.” 

Dr.  Ingelo  was  author  of  a romance,  called  Bentevolio  and  Urania,  which  is 
alluded  to  in  the  following  fingular  pafTage  of  his  epitaph. — <e  Cnjus  Jiylus , dum 
dramate  pietatem  ad  Chrifti  morem  fuaviter  infinuat , an  ingeniofus  an  patheticus  fit 
magis , viciffim  acriter  et  diu  contenditur ; qua  life  nondum  fopitd , /elicit er  quiefeit  autor 
eruditus  beatam  prkfiolans  refurredionem , donee  decifionis  dies  fupremus  illuxerit .”  In 
the  ante-chapel  is  a ftatue  of  the  founder,  by  Bacon,  eredted  in  1786,  the  fum  of 
600I.  having  been  bequeathed  for  that  purpofe,  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Betham, 
fellow  or  the  college,  who  died  in  1783  ; and  a monument  of  the  young  earl  of  Wal- 
degrave,  who  was  drowned  when  at  Eton  fchool  in  1794.  In  the  fchool-yard  is 
another  ftatue  of  the  founder  in  bronze,  erefted  at  the  expence  of  Provoft  Godol- 
phin.  In  the  cemetery  belonging  to  the  college  is  the  tomb  of  the  learned  John 
Hales. 
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The  library  of  Eton  College  contains  a Very  large  and  valuable  collection  of 
Hooks,  having  been  from  time  to  time  enriched  by  munificent  bequefts,  particularly 
by  the  library  of  Dr.  Waddington,  bifhop  of  Chefter,  confiding  chiefly  of  divinity; 
that  of  Mr.  Mann,  mailer  of  the  charter-houfe ; that  of  Richard  Topham  efq. 
formerly  keeper  of  his  Majelly’s  records  in  the  Tower,  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
fine  editions  of  the  Claflics ; and  that  of  the  late  Anthony  Storer  efq.  containing  a 
great  number  of  early  printed  and  rare  books,  in  various  departments  of  literature, 
a fine  fet  of  Aldus’s,  and  many  fcarce  editions  of  the  Claflics,  particularly  a very 
rare  copy  of  Macrobius,  and  a large  collection  of  engraved  portraits  and  other 
valuable  prints,  exclufive  of  what  had  been  bound  up  at  a great  expence,  with 
various  hillorical  and  topographical  works,  which  formed  part  of  his  library.  Mr. 
Topham’s  collection  comprifes  alfo  fome  very  valuable  engravings,  drawings  by  the 
old  mailers,  medals.  &c.  Mr.  Hetherington  bequeathed  the  fum  of  500I.  to  the 
college,  to  be  expended  in  books. 

In  the  provoll’s  lodgings  are  portraits  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  a 
learned  llatefman,  who  was  provoll  of  the  college,  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Provoll 
Stewart,  clerk  of  the  clofet  to  King  Charles  I.  Sir  Henry  Saville,  Sir  Henry  Wotton, 
Francis  Rowfe,  and  feveral  other  provolls  of  the  college : here  is  alfo  a picture, 
faid  to  be  a portrait  of  Jane  Shore. 

In  1452,  the  college  had  a charter  for  a market  on  Wednefdays,  at  Eton,  with 
confiderable  privileges h,  but  it  has  been  long  difufed.  Two  fairs  were  granted  by 
the  charter  of  1444  : one  for  the  three  days  following  Alh-Wednefday  ; the  other 
for  fix  days  following  the  13th  of  Augull.  There  is  now  only  one  fair  held  on 
Alh-Wednefday. 

The  manor  of  Eton  was  acquired  by  the  college  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  of 
the  Lovel  family,  who  inherited  it  through  female  heirs  from  the  families  of  Fitz- 
Other,  Hodenge,  Huntercombe,  and  Scudamore.  The  manor  of  Eton-Stockdales 
cum  Cole-Norton,  in  this  parilh,  was  for  feveral  centuries  in  the  Windfor  family. 
During  the  lalt  century  it  has  been  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Ballard,  Waflell, 
and  Buckle,  and  is  now  the  property  of  John  Penn  efq.  of  Stoke-Park.  The  parilh 
church  of  Eton,  called  in  ancient  records  Eton-Gildables,  having  been  fuffered  to 
fall  to  decay,  the  inhabitants  are  permitted  to  attend  divine  fervice  in  the  college 
chapel.  The  provoll  of  Eton  is  always  reCtor,  and  has  archidiaconal  jurifdiCtion 
within  the  parilh.  There  is  a chapel  of  eafe  in  the  town,  ferved  by  one  of  the  con- 
ducts of  the  college  : it  was  built  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  by  William  Hethe- 
rington, the  munificent  benefaCtor  to  the  blind  and  poor  of  other  deferiptions,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  fellows  of  Eton. 

h See  Cart.  27-39  Hen.  VI. 
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Farnham-Royal,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  two 
miles  north  of  Slough.  The  manor  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  in 
the  family  of  Verdon,  afterwards  Barons  Fernival,  and  paffed  from  them  by  female 
heirs  to  the  Talbots,  Earls  of  Shrewfbury.  It  was  held  by  grand  ferjeanty  by  the 
fervice  of  finding  a glove  for  the  king’s  right  hand,  on  the  day  of  his  coronation, 
and  fupporting  his  right  arm  that  day  whilfl  he  held  the  fceptre.  In  the  year  1542^. 
Francis  Earl  of  Shrewfbury  gave  this  manor  to  King  Henry  VIII.  in  exchange  for 
other  lands,  referving  to  himfelf  and  his  defendants,  the  honourable  office  juft 
mentioned.  King  Charles  I.  fold  the  manor  of  Farnham-Royal  to  certain  citizens 
of  London  : after  this  it  was  many  years  in  the  family  of  Coke,  defendants  of 
the  celebrated  Sir  Edward  Coke,  who  refided  in  the  neighbouring  pariffi  of  Stoke- 
Poges,  and  it  is  probable  purchafed  this  manor,  which,  about  the  year  1751%  wai 
fold  by  Thomas  Coke,  Earl  of  Leicefler,  to  the  Godolphin  family,  and  is  now,  by 
bequefl  of  the  late  Lord  Godolphin,  the  property  of  Lord  Francis  Godolphin 
Ofborne,  fecond  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a brafs  plate,  in  memory  of  Euftace  Mafc all,  clerk  of  the 
works  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  at  the  building  of  St.  Fredifwideb,  in  Oxford,  and  for 
feventeen  years  chief  clerk  of  accounts  for  all  the  buildings  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
within  twenty  miles  of  London.  He  died  in  1 567,  being  then,  pijlell-reader  in 
Windfor-Caftle.  In  this  church  lies  buried  Dr.  Chandler,  biffiop  of  Durham,  with- 
out any  memorial.  The  advowfon  of  the  reftory  was  given  by  the  crown  to  Eton 
College,  about  the  year  1720.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hetherington  gave  the  fum  of  140I. 
towards  the  foundation  of  a charity-fc hool  in  this  pariffi  in  1777.  David  Salter,  in 
1664  gave  17I .per  annum  to  buy  loaves  and  white  herrings  for  the  poor,  and  two 
fillings  for  a pair  of  white  kid  gloves  for  the  rector,  on  the  firft  Sunday  in  Lent,  as 
long  as  the  world  fhould  laft. 

Sear-Green  and  Hedgerley-Dean , are  hamlets  in  this  pariffi,  maintaining  their  own 
poor.  There  are  fome  large  and  deep  entrenchments  at  Hedgerley  Dean,  from 
whence  a ditch  runs  wefhvard  to  Eaft-Burnham.  The  tradition  of  the  neighbour- 
hood is,  that  a battle  was  fought  here  between  the  Danes  and  Saxons. 

Fawley,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxfordffiire,  about  three  miles  north  of  Henley,  and  about  feven  miles 
Weft  of  Great-Marlow.  The  manor  was  in  the  Sackvilles  from  the  time  of  the 
Norman  conqueft  till  about  the  year  1400,  after  which  it  paffed  by  female  heirs,  to 

6 The  Coke  family  appointed  game-keepers  for  this  manor  till  1751.  Francis  Godolphin  was  the 
fi»  ft  of  that  family  who  appointed  a game-keeper  in  1752.  b Meaning  Chrilt-Church  College. 
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the  families  of  Roke  and  Alford.  From  the  latter  it  paffed,  either  by  defcent  or 
purchafe,  to  Sir  James  Whitlock,  an  eminent  lawyer,  one  of  the  juflices  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  father  of  the  celebrated  Sir  Buhlrode  Whitlock,  who  filled  fome  of 
the  highell  departments  in  the  State,  during  the  Protedlorate  of  Cromwell,  and  is  held 
in  much  efteem  for  the  accuracy  and  impartiality  of  his  hiftorical  memoirs.  Sir  James 
Whitlock  died  at  Fawley  in  1 632,  and  lies  buried  in  the  parilh  church,  where  there  is 
a handfome  monument  to  his  memory.  In  1642,  Fawley  Court,  then  the  feat  of  Sir 
Buhlrode  Whitlock,  was  occupied  by  a large  party  of  the  king’s  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  John  Byron : the  foldiers,  in  fpite  of  their  commander’s  orders 
to  abftain  from  fuch  outrages,  deftroyed  the  furniture,  books,  title-deeds,  and  many 
valuable  MSS.  collected  by  Sir  Buhlrode  and  his  father,  rendering  the  houfe 
unfit  for  the  future  refidence  of  its  learned  owner,  who  died  at  his  feat  in  Wiltlhire 
in  the  year  1675,  and  was  buried  at  Fawley  on  the  6th  of  Augufl : there  is 
no  memorial  for  him  in  the  church.  His  fon  fold  the  manor  of  Fawley  about 
the  year  1680,  to  Col.  William  Freeman,  who  dying  in  1708,  bequeathed  this 
ellate  to  his  nephew,  John  Cook,  who  affumed  the  name  of  Freeman,  and  was 
anceftor  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  Strickland  Freeman  efq.  who  is  alfo  patron  of 
the  redory.  The  manor-houfe,  called  Fawley-Court,  which  is  fituated  at  a diftance 
from  the  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  was  built  in  1684,  after  a defign  of 
Sir  Chrifiopher  Wren.  In  the  gallery  are  fome  portraits  of  the  families  of  Whit- 
lock and  Freeman. 

An  ellate  in  this  parifh,  now  the  property  of  Thomas  Stonor  efq.  of  Stonor,  in 
Oxfordlhire,  has  been  in  his  family  more  than  three  centuries. 

The  parilh  church  was  repaired  and  fitted  up  in  1748,  at  the  expence  of  John 
Freeman  efq.  then  lord  of  the  manor.  The  pews,  pulpit,  altar,  and  font,  were 
brought  from  the  chapel  at  Canons,  the  magnificent  feat  of  James,  Duke  of  Chandos, 
which  had  be^n  pulled  down  and  fold  piece-meal  the  preceding  year. 

Fingest,  in  the  hundred  of  Delborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  was  anci- 
ently called  Tynhurll  or  Tinghurlt : it  lies  2bout  feven  miles  well  of  High-Wycombe, 
and  about  the  fame  distance  north-well  of  Marlow.  The  manor  belonged  anciently 
to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s : by  an  agreement  which  took  place  in  1 163,  it  was 
given  up  to  the  bilhops  of  Lincoln,  who  made  ufe  of  the  manor-houfe  as  their 
occafional  refidence c:  in  1547,  bilhop  Holbeach  furrendered  it,  with  other 
manors,  to  the  crown.  In  1 549  it  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet,  who,  two 
years  afterwards,  exchanged  it,  with  the  church  of  Wells,  for  an  ellate  which  had 
belonged  to  the  prebend  of  Dulting-Court,  in  that  cathedral,  fince  which  time  this 


' Langley’s  Hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Defborough. 
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manor  has  been  held  on  leafe  under  the  prebendary,  who  is  patron  of  the  rectory. 
The  leafe,  which  appears  to  have  been  many  years  in  the  family  of  Ferrers'1,  and 
afterwards  in  that  of  Dorrell,  is  now  veiled  in  Owen  Williams  efq.  M.  P.  of  Temple- 
Idoufe,  in  the  parilh  of  Bilham. 

The  tower  of  the  parifh  church  is  fquare  and  maffy,  with  plain  circular  window's  ; 
the  other  parts  of  the  ftru&ure  are  of  later  date. 

The  manor,  or  manor-farm  of  Cadmore-end,  belonged  to  the  Tippings,  and  is 
now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton,  of  Woolley  Park,  in  Berklhire, 
in  right  of  his  wife  Mary  Anne,  niece  and  heirefs  of  the  late  Bartholomew  Tipping 
efq.  - 

Foxcote,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  two  miles  north- 
eaft  of  Buckingham.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Girund,  who,  in 
1198,  conveyed  it  to  the  De  la  Hayes,  from  whom,  (about  the  year  1350)  it  palfed 
by  a female  heir  to  the  Ayotes,  and  from  them  in  like  manner  to  the  family  of 
Purefoy.  The  Dentons  became  pofiefled  of  it  about  1480:  in  1544  they  furrendered 
it  to  the  king  by  a forced  exchange  : in  1557  it  was  granted  to  Thomas  Smith,  and 
within  the  courfe  of  a century,  palfed  fuccelfively  to  the  families  of  Cleaver,  Philips, 
and  Hunt.  In  1639,  it  was  purchafed  by  Edward  Grenville  efq.  who  nearly  re- 
built the  manor-houfe,  and  made  it  his  refidence.  On  failure  of  ilfue,  this  manor 
devolved  to  the  elder  branch  of  the  family,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham,  who  is  patron  of  the  rectory.  The  manor-houfe  is  in  the  occu- 
pation of  a farmer. 

Fulmere,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  fix 
miles  fouth-ealt  of  Beaconsfield,  and  about  four  miles  well  of  Uxbridge,  in  Mid- 
dlefex.  The  manor  was  purchafed  by  Sir  John  Molins,  of  William  de  Montacute, 
in  or  before  the  year  1335 e : at  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Darells.  The 
grand-children  of  Sir  Marmaduke  Darell,  who  died  in  1631,  having  fquandered 
away  their  patrimony,  were  obliged  to  fell  this  manor  to  their  fervants,  of  whom  it 
was  purchafed  by  Judge  Jefferys.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
whofe  anceltor  bought  it  of  Mr.  Dives,  fon-in-law  of  the  judge,  about  the  year 
1706. 

Fulmer  Place,  the  feat  of  the  Darells,  has  been  long  ago  pulled  down;  its  lite 
is  occupied  by  a modern  villa,  belonging  to  William  Frogatt  efq.  attorney-at-law. 

d Thomas  Ferrers,  who  died  in  1646,  is  called  on  his  tomb,  lord  of  the  manor.  The  fame  family 
appointed  game-keepers  for  the  manor  fo  lately  as  1737.  = See  Pat.  9 Edw.  III. 
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Fulmer  was  made  a feparate  parifh  and  redory,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  VI. 
being  endowed  with  the  great  tithes  by  the  dean  and  canons  of  Windfor f,  in  whom 
the  patronage  is  veiled  ; it  was  before  only  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Datchet.  The  prefent 
parilh  church  was  built  in  the  year  1610,  at  the  expence  of  Sir  Marmaduke  Darell. 
It  contains  nothing  remarkable,  excepting  a handfome  monument  for  the  founder, 
who  is  reprefented  in  gilt  armour  ; his  lady,  who  lies  on  his  right  fide,  is  in  a black 
hood.  Sir  Marmaduke  Darell  is  ftyled  in  his  epitaph,  fervant  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
in  her  wars  by  fea  and  land,  and  cofferer  to  King  James  and  King  Charles  I. 

Gothurst,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  Gayhurst,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of 
Newport,  lies  about  three  miles  from  Newport-Pagnell,  near  the  road  to  North- 
ampton. The  manor,  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey,  was  held  under  the  bifhop 
of  Baieux,  by  Robert  de  Nodariis,  or  Nowers,  whofe  family  not  long,  afterwards 
became  polfeffed  of  it  in  their  own  right.  On  the  death  of  the  laft  heir  male  in 
1408,  it  pa{fed  by  marriage  to  Sir  Richard  Nevillfc,  and  from  the  Nevilles,  by  another 
female  heir,  to  the  family  of  Mulfo,  about  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century.  The 
only  daughter  of  William  Mulfo,  who  died  in  1601,  married  Sir  Everard  Digby, 
who  forfeited  his  life  for  being  concerned  in  that  diabolical  confpiracy,  the  gun- 
powder plot.  He  guarded  in  fome  meafure  againft  the'confequences  of  failure  and 
detedion,  by  making  over  his  eflates  in  trufl  for  his  infant  fon,  by  which  means  he 
fecured  them  from  cer.fifcation : this  fon,  the  celebrated  Sir  Kenelm.  Digby,  was 
born  at  Gothurft  in  1603.  John  Digby,  only  furviving  fon  of  Sir  Kenelm,  left 
two  daughters,  married  to  John  Conway  and  Richard  Moflyn  efqs.  who  having 
procured  an  ad  of  parliament  for  that  purpofe,  fold  Gothurft,  in  1 704,  to  the  fon 
of  Lord  Keeper  Wrighte.  It  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Mifs  Wrighte, 
only  daughter  and  heir  of  the  late  George  Wrighte  efq.  The  manor-houfe  was 
built  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  has  undergone  little  alteration  as  to  its 
external  appearance  ; the  greater  part  of  the  infide  has  been  modernized.  Some  por- 
traits of  the  Digby  family  ftill  remain  here  ; among  which  is  that  of  Sir  Everard,  and 
one  infcribed  John  Digby,  which  Mr.  Pennant  conjedures  neverthelefs  to  have  been 
meant  for  Sir  Kenelm  in  his  younger  days,  but  there  leems  no  good  reafon  for 
fuppoftng  why  it  flrould  not  have  been  his  fon  John  Digby.  In  the  hall  are  two 
bronze  bulls  of  Venetia  Lady  Digby,  wife  of  Sir  Kenelm,  much  admired  for  their 
workmanlhip.  There  is  a beautiful  miniature  of  this  lady,  by  Peter  Oliver,  at 
Strawberry-Hill,  another  of  Sir  Kenelm  and  his  lady,  in  one  piece,  after  Vandyke, 
and  a fingularly  fine  one  of  Lady  Lucy,  her  mother,  by  Ifaac  Oliver ; which  were 

f Hiftory  of  Windfor,  p.  1 15. 
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purchafed  by  the  late  Earl  of  Orford,  of  Mr.  Watkin  Williams,  and  had  been 
found  in  the  garret  of  an  old  houfe  in  Wales.  At  Gothurft  are  alfo  feveral  portraits 
of  the  prefent  proprietor’s  family,  among  which  are  Lord  Keeper  Wrighte  and  Sir 
Jofeph  Jekyl,  Matter  of  the  Rolls.  The  parilh  church,  in  which  was  an  ancient 
French  infcription  for  one  of  the  family  of  Nowers,  was  pulled  down  in  1725  : the 
prefent  building  was  completed  in  1728,  with  a fum  of  money  bequeathed  for  that 
purpofe,  by  Mr.  Wrighte,  who  purchafed  the  manor.  In  the  church  are  whole 
length  figures  in  white  marble,  of  the  Lord  Keeper  in  his  robes,  and  his  fon, 
George  Wrighte  efq.  clerk  of  the  crown,  in  his  official  drefs.  An  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment paffed  in  the  year  1712,  for  afcertaining  the  glebe,  tithes,  and  profits  of  the 
reftory : in  1736  it  was  confolidated  with  Stoke-Goldington ; Mifs  Wrighte  is- 
patronefs. 

Granborough,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon,  lies  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Winflow.  The  manor  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s,  it  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Selby  efq.  whofe  ancettor,  Mr.  Lowndes,  became  pofTeffed  of 
it  about  the  beginning  of  the  laft,  or  the  end  of  the  preceding  century.  The  church, 
which  was  originally  a chapel  to  Window,  was  pulled  down  during  the  civil  war, 
by  Cornelius  Holland  the  regicide : it  was  rebuilt  after  the  refloration  of  King 
Charles  II.  The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh,  which  is  within  the  diccefe  of  London  and 
archdeaconry  of  St.  Alban’s,  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent 
of  St.  Alban’s ; when  the  parifh  was  inclofed,  under  an  aft  of  Parliament  paffed  in 
1 79 6,  it  appeared  that  Lady  Fermanagh  was  entitled  to  a portion  of  the  great  tithes, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Milward  to  another  portion,  as  vicar  of  Eaft-CIaydon : an 
allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  Lady  Fermanagh,  and  corn-rents  to  the  vicars  of 
Granborough  and  Eafl-Claydon.  The  vicarage  of  Granborough  is  in  the  gift  of 
the  crown. 

G rendon-Under wood,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Wad- 
defdon,  lies  about  eight  miles  from  Aylefbury,  near  the  road  to  Bicefter.  The 
manor  was  anciently  in  the  baronial  family  of  St.  Amand,  who  had  a feat  here,  and 
continued  pofTeffed  of  the  eftate  for  feveral  generations.  Almeric  de  St.  Amand, 
of  Grendon,  was  one  of  the  god-fathers  of  King  Edward  I.~g  About  the  year  1795, 
the  manor  of  Grendon  was  fold  by  William  Pigott  efq.  of  Doderfhall,  in  the 
neighbouring  parifh  of  Quainton,  whofe  family  had  pofTeffed  it  nearly  three  cen- 
turies, to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Jervoife  Purefoy,  of  Shallefton,  in 
this  county. 


* Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  124. 
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In  the  parilh  church  are  monuments  of  feveral  of  the  Pigott  family;  Richard 
Vifcount  Say  and  Sele,  who  died  in  1781,  and  his  lady,  Chriftabella,  who  died 
in  1789,  at  the  great  age  of  94.  This  lady,  who  was  remarkable  for  preferving 
all  the  vivacity  of  youth,  and  joining  in  the  amufements  of  the  young  till  almoft 
the  lateft  period  of  her  life,  refided  at  Doderlhall,  which  fhe  polfeffed  by  jointure 
from  her  fecond  hulband,  John  Pigott  efq.  She  was  the  laft  of  the  ancient  family 
of  the  Tyrrells  of  this  county,  being  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Tyrrell  bart.  by 
whofe  death  the  title  became  extinft. 

Mr.  Pigott  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  which  palled  in  the  year  1769,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned 
to  the  reftor,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  but  not  to  affeft  his  right  to  tithes  of  the  Woodlands. 

Anne,  Lady  Pigott,  founded  a charity-fchool  at  this  place  for  fix  children. 

Grove,  in  ‘the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  is  a very  fmall 
village,  containing  only  three  houfes.  It  lies  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordfhire,  by 
the  fide  of  the  Grand  Junftion  Canal,  nearly  three  miles  from  Leighton-Bufard. 
The  manor  was  fuccelfively  in  the  families  of  De  la  Grove,  Brook,  Loring,  Peyvre, 
and  Broughton.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  it  was  in  the  Dormers,  from 
whom  it  paired  by  a female  heir  to  the  Stanhopes,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Earl  of  Cheflerfield,  who  is  alfo  patron  of  the  reftory.  Divine  fervice  is  performed 
only  once  in  three  weeks,  at  the  parilh  church,  which  is  a very  fmall  mean  building. 

Haddenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies 
about  feven  miles  fouth-well  of  Aylelbury,  and  three  from  Thame,  in  Oxfordshire. 
King  William  the  Conqueror  demifed  the  manor  of  Haddenham  during  his  life,  to 
Archbilhop  Lanfranc,  who  gave  it  to  ^Gundulph,  bilhop  of  Rochelter.  On  the 
donor’s  death  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  William  Rufus,  on  his  acceffion,  de- 
manded iool.  for  renewing  it,  a fum  fo  exorbitant,  that  the  prelates  were  both 
aftonilhed,  and  declared  they  were  not  polfelfed  of  fo  large  a fum,  nor  knew  how 
to  procure  it.  Two  courtiers,  well  inclined  to  all  parties,  fuggefled  that  the  manor 
Ihould  be  reltored  to  the  fee,  on  condition  that  Gundulph,  who  was  very  intelligent 
and  expert  in  mafonry,  Ihould,  at  his  own  expence,  build  the  caltle  of  Rochelter  with 
{tone  ; which  propofal  was  at  length  accepted  on  the  bilhop’s  being  exonerated  from 
further  repairs.  Ernulph,  Gundulph’s  fuccelfor,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the 
author  of  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  where  this  is  related,  fuppofed  that  the  coll  amounted 
to  60I h.  After  this  tranfaftion,  it  appears  that  the  manor  of  Haddenham  was  granted 

h See  Archasologia,  Vol.  VI. 
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by  William  Rufus,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  St.  Andrew,  at  Rocheder,  to 
whom  it  was  confirmed  by  King  Henry  I.  with  the  manor  of  Cuddington,  as  an 
appendage1.  In  1294,  the  monks  procured  a charter  for  a market  on  Thurfdays, 
at  this  place k,  but  it/was  difcontinued  in  1301,  in  confequenee  of  a law-fuit 
with  thebilhcp  of  Lincoln,  who  found  that  it  injured  his  market  at  the  neighbour- 
ing  town  of  Thame : the  fame  charter  granted  a fair  for  three  days,  at  the  fediva? 
of  the  afiumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  After  the  diffolution  of  monaderies,  this 
manor  continued  for  fome  time  in  the  crown  : it  is  now  in  moieties,  one  of  which 
belongs  to  Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  filler  and  co-heir  of  Philip  Herbert  efq.  who  died 
in  1749;  the  remaining  moiety,  which  palled  in  marriage  with  the  other  co-heir  to 
the  late  Lord  Wenman’s  father,  is  now,  by  bequeli,  the  property  of  Mifs  Bertie. 

The  Grenville  family  had  for  many  generations  an  ellate  in  this  parilh,  which  ac- 
quired the  name  of  Grenville’s  Manor  ; it  was  alienated  from  the  family  in  the  early 
part  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  having  within  a few  years  pafl'ed  through 
feveral  hands,  was  purchafed  jointly  in  1569,  by  Robert  Rofe,  John  Rofs,  and 
Robert  Morfe.  Grenville-Manor-Place,  with  a third  part  of  the  ellate,  is  Hill  in  the 
descendants  of  Robert  Rofe,  and  Rofs’s  lhare,  we  have  been  informed,  dill  remains 
in  his  family. 

The  parilh  church  is  a large  Gothic  ftrudlure,  much  out  of  repair,  it  contains 
no  monuments  of  note;  there  are  a few  memorials  for  the  family  of  Saunders. 
Near  the  church  was  a chapel  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  of  which  there  are 
no  remains.  The  great  tithes  belong  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rocheder,  who 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

Halton,  ^n  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury  and  deanery  of  Rilborough,  lies  between 
two  roads  leading  from  Aylelbury  to  London,  nearly  five  miles' from  Aylelbury, 
and  about  two  from  Wendover.  Archbilhop  Cranmer  fold  the  manor,  which  had 
belonged  from  time  immemorial  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  to  Henry  Bradihaw, 
afterwards  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  From  him  it  pafl'ed,  by  an  heir  female, 
to  the  noble  family  of  Fermor,  who,  about  the  year  1720,  fold  it  to  Sir  Francis 
Dalhwood  bart.  grandfather  of  Sir  John  Dalhwood  King  bart.  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor. The  manor-houfe,  which  for  fome  years  pad  has  been  the  principal 
refidence  of  Sir  J.  Dalhwood  King,  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the 
grand  Junflion  Canal,  and  under  the  Chiltern  hills. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  a bral’s  plate,  with  the  effigies  of  Chief  Baron  Bradihaw, 
who  died  in  1553.  Sir  J.  Dalhwood  King  is  patron  of  the  re&ory,  which  is  in  the 
peculiar  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 

1 Dugdale’s  Monaft.  III.  p.  2,  4.  k Cart.  23  Edw.  I. 
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Hambleden,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  is 
■fituated  in  a pleafant  valley,  about  a mile  out  of  the  road  from  Marlow  to  Henley, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  miles  from  the  former,  and  fomewhat  more  than  four 
from  the  latter.  It  had  formerly  a market  on  Mondays,  granted  in  1315  to  the 
Baddlefmeres,  with  a fair  on  the  feflival  of  St.  Bartholomew ',  and  confirmed,  in 
1321,  to  Hugh  Defpencer  the  elder,  who  had  a temporary  poffeflion  of  the  manor, 
during  an  attainder,  which  was  afterwards  reverfed.  The  manor  of  Hambleden 
was  anciently  in  the  Clares,  Earls  of  Gloucefter,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  female 
heirs,  to  the  families  of  Baddlefmere,  Tibtot,  and  Scrope.  After  the  death  of 
Emanuel  Scrope,  Earl  of  Sunderland,  in  1631,  it  became  the  property  of  Thomas 
Earl  Rivers,  who  married  one  of  his  natural  daughters.  Before  the  clofe  of  the 
17th  century  it  was  purchafed,  but  not  immediately,  as  it  appears"1,  of  the  Rivers 
family,  by  Robert  Clayton,  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1680,  in  whofe  family  it 
continued  till  within  a few  years.  The  late  Sir  Robert  Clayton  bart.  gave  it  by  will 
to  his  folicitor,  R.  I.  Troward  efq.  who  in  1 803  fold  the  manor,  and  a confiderable 
part  of  the  eftate,  to  Robert  Scott  efq.  of  Danesfield.  The  manor-houfe  was  for 
many  generations  a feat  of  the  Scropes.  It  was  rebuilt  on  a new  fite  about  the  year 
1604,  by  the  laft  Lord  Scrope,  of  Bolton,  who  was  Lord  Prefident  of  the  north, 
and  in  1627,  created  Earl  of  Sunderland.  It  is  faid  that  King  Charles  I.  came  to 
this  houfe  on  the  28th  of  April  1646,  with  Dr.  Hudfon  and  Mr.  Afhburnham,  on 
his  road  from  Oxford  to  St.  Alban’s ; the  houfe  is  at  prefent  unoccupied. 

There  is  another  manor  in  this  parifh,  called  Greenland  or  Ewden,  which  was 
fucceflively  in  the  ancient  families  of  Chowne  and  Shipwafh,  From  the  latter  it 
paffed  to  a younger  branch  of  the  Doyleys  of  Oxfordlhire.  In  165 1 it  was  fold  by 
Sir  John  Doyley  to  Sir  Bulftrode  Whitlock.  After  forne  intermediate  alienations, 
the  eftate  became  divided  between  two  co-heireffes.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Elinde,  who  re- 
fides  at  Mill-end,  being  in  poffeflion  of  one  of  the  moieties  in  right  of  his  wife, 
who  was  widow  of  the  late  Richard  Lane  efq.  purchafed  the  other  moiety  in  1801, 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Stevens,  of  Bradfteld,  in  Berks.  Mr.  Idinde  retaining  the  manor, 
has  fince  fold  Greenland  farm,  and  the  fite  of  Greenland-houfe  to  Mr.  Steers. 

Greenland-houfe  was  a feat  of  the  Doyleys  : in  the  month  of  May  1644,  being 
then  the  property  of  Sir  John  Doyley,  it  was  garrifoned  for  the  king,  with  a view 
of  commanding  the  paffage  of  the  river  Thames  from  Henley  and  Reading  to 
London".  After  fuftaining  a long  and  fevere  fiege  from  the  parliamentary  forces 
under  the  command  of  Major-General  Brown,  the  houfe  having  beenalmoft  reduced 
to  a heap  of  ruins  °,  ) the  batteries  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  it  was 

1 Cart.  9 Edw.  II.  . m See  an  epitaph  in  Langley’s  Hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Defborough, 

p.  257.  " Walker’s  Hiftorical  Difcourfes,  p.  11.  ° Clarendon,  8vo.  Edit.  II.  529. 
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furrendered  on  honourable  terms  the  nth  of  July,  by  its  governor.  Col.  Hawkins. 
The  ground  about  the  farm  exhibits  the  appearance  of  extenfive  fortifications  and 
buildings. 

In  this  parilh  is  Parmoor,  the  feat  of  John  Doyley  efq.  a defcendant  of  the  Doy- 
leys  of  Greenland-houfe.  This  eftate  belonged  formerly  to  the  Knights  Hofpitallers  ; 
it  came  to  the  Doyleys  by  marriage  with  the  family  of  Saunders.  Lady  Periam, 
relidl  of  Sir  Robert  Doyley,  and  afterwards  wife  of  Sir  William  Periam,  who  died 
in  1621,  bequeathed  an  eftate  in  this  parilh  to  archbilhop  Laud,  to  be  difpofed  of 
at  his  difcretion,  for  the  benefit  of  fome  college  in  Oxford  ; the  archbilhop  founded 
with  it  a fellowlhip  and  two  fcholarlhips  at  Baliol  College. 

In  the  parilh  church  (a  large  and  handfome  Gothic  ftru&ure)  are  fome  memo- 
rials of  the  family  of  Scrope ; an  ancient  mural  monument,  without  either  name 
or  date,  which  from  the  arms,  and  the  name  of  Elizabeth  which  occur  in  fome 
verles,  appears  to  have  been  intended  for  Thomas  Lord  Sandys,  of  the  Vine,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Lord  Roos,  who  died  in  1526;  and  a 
tablet  for  Dr.  Francis  Gregory,  reftor  of  Hambleden,  who  died  in  1707  ; he  had 
been  ulher  of  Weftminfter  fchool,  under  Dr.  Bulby,  and  was  author  of  feveral 
fchool  treatifes  and  controverfial  tra&s.  In  a burial-place  belonging  to  the  Doyleys, 
is  a handfome  monument  for  Sir  Cope  Doyley,  who  died  in  1633,  and  his  wife 
Martha,  “ who  lived  together  in  inviolated  bands  of  holy  wedlock  22  years,  and 
multiplied  themfelves  into  five  fons  and  five  daughters.”  The  following  lines  in- 
fcribed  on  the  monument  were  written,  probably,  by  Francis  Quarles,  who  was 
lady  Doyley’s  brother. 

“ Afk  not  me  who’s  buried  here, 

Go  afk  the  Commons,  afk  the  fheire ; 

Go  afk  the  church,  they’ll  tell  thee  who, 

As  well  as  blubberd  eyes  can  doe  : 

Goe  alk  the  herauldes,  afk  the  poore. 

Thine  eares  fhall  hear  enough  to  afk  no  more. 

Then  if  thine  eye  bedewe  this  facred  urne, 

Each  drop  a pearle  will  turne 
T’  adorne  his  tombe,  or  if  thou  canft  not  vent, 

Thou  bringft  more  marble  to  his  monument. 


Wouldft  thou,  reader,  draw  to  life, 
The  perfedt  copy  of  a wife  : 

Read  on,  and  then  redeem  from  fhame, 
That  loft,  that  honourable  name. 

This  duft  was  once  in  fpirit  a Jael, 
Rebecca  in  grace,  in  heart  an  Abigail ; 
4D 
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In  works  a Dorcas,  to  the  church  a Hannah, 

And  to  her  fpoufe,  Sufanna. 

Prudently  fimple,  providently  wary, 

To  the  world  a Martha,  and  to  heaven  a Mary.” 

The  valuable  re&ory  of  Hambleden  is  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  by  the. 
bequeft  of  the  late  William  Colborne  efq.  of  Bath,  his  lady’s  uncle,  by  whom  it 
was  purchafed  a few  years  ago.  James  Howell,  in  a letter  to  his  brother  Thomas, 
(afterwards  bifhop  of  Briflol,)  written  in  1628,  and  publifhed  in  his  familiar  letters, 
fays,  that  it  was  then  valued  at  500I.  per  annum , and  better  than  fome  bi/hoprics. 
He  offers  his  brother  the  refufal  of  purchafing  the  next  prefentation,  which  had  been 
given  him  by  Lord  Sunderland,  in  fatisfaftion  for  fome  arrearages . This  nobleman, 
when  he  built  the  prefent  manor-houfe,  gave  the  old  manfion  to  the  re&or  and  his 
fucceffors.  The  prefent  re£lory-houfe  was  built  on  its  fite  by  Dr.  Kenrick,  in  1 724;  it 
Hands  in  a beautiful  fituation,  at  fome  diflance  from  the  village  and  church.  The 
parifh  regifter  records  many  births  and  burials  of  the  families  of  Doyley  and  Scrope ; 
the  burial  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Hen,  of  Ireland,  who  died  in  17085  and  feveral 
inftances  of  longevity,  among  which  are  four  perfons  who  attained  to  the  age  of  a 
hundred  years  or  upwards. 

Great-Hampden,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Wendover.  The  manor  had  been  for 
many  generations  in  the  ancient  family  of  Hampden,  which  became  extinft  in  the 
male  line  by  the  death  of  John  Hampden  efq.  in  1754.  This  Mr.  Hampden,  who 
is  called  in  his  epitaph  the  twenty -fourth  lord  of  the  manor  in  lineal  defcent,  be- 
queathed it  to  his  coufin,  the  Hon.  Robert  Trevor,  who  took  the  name  of  Hampden. 
It  is  now  the  property  and  occafional  refidence  of  his  fon,  Lord  Vifcount  Hampden, 
whofe  chief  feat  is  at  Glynde,  in  Sulfex.  There  is  a tradition  that  King  Ed- 
ward III.  and  the  Black  Prince  once  honoured  Hampden  with  a vifit,  and  that  whilfl: 
the  prince  and  his  hofl  were  exercifing  themfelves  in  feats  of  chivalry,  a quarrel 
arofe,  in  which  the  prince  received  a blow  on  his  face,  which  occafioned  him  and 
his  royal  father  to  quit  the  place  in  great  wrath,  and  to  feize  on  fome  valuable 
manors  belonging  to  their  hofl,  as  a punifhment  for  his  rafhnefs.  This  flory  gave 
rife  to  the  following  rhimes : 

“ Tring,  Wing,  and  Ivinghoe, 

Hampden  did  foregoe, 

For  linking  of  a blow, 

And  glad  he  did  efcape  fo.” 
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This  tradition,  like  many  others  of  a like  nature,  will  not  bear  the  teft  of  exa- 
mination ; for  it  appears  by  record,  that  neither  the  manors  of  Tring,  Wing,  or 
Ivinghoe,  ever  were  in  the  Hampden  family.  Queen  Elizabeth  was  entertained 
at  Hampden,  during  one  of  her  progrefles,  by  Griffith  Hampden  efq.  who,  for  her 
more  commodious  accefs  to  the  houfe,  is  faid  to  have  cut  an  avenue  through  his 
wood,  ftill  called  the  Queen’s  gap. 

In  Hampden-Houfe  are  feveral  family  portraits,  fome  of  which  are  good  pi&ures ; 
none  of  them  are  infcribed  with  names,  nor  have  we  been  able  (by  application  to 
the  prefent  noble  owner)  to  procure  any  information  concerning  them.  There  is 
a portrait  alfo  of  the  aged  Marquis  of  Winchefter  in  his  robes,  and  a whole  length 
picture  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  with  a boy  tying  his  faffi.  In  the  pariffi  church  are 
feveral  memorials  of  the  Hampden  family,  the  oldeft  date  is  1493.  The  monU- 
ment  of  John  Hampden  efq.  the  laft  heir  male  of  the  family,  is  ornamented  with  a 
medallion,  on  which  is  a tree,  hung  with  ffiields,  containing  the  arms  of  the 
Hampdens  and  their  alliances  ; at  the  foot  of  the  tree  is  a reprefentation  in  baffo 
relievo,  of  the  battle  of  Chalgrave  field,  in  which  John  Hampden,  the  celebrated 
patriot,  received  his  death’s  wound  : he  died  about  three  weeks  after  the  battle,  on 
the  24th  of  June  1643,  and  was  buried  the  following  day  with  his  anceflors  in 
Hampden  church. 

Lord  Hampden  is  patron  of  the  redlory,  which  in  1799  was  confolidated  with 
Great  Kimble. 

Little-Hampden,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury,  lies  about  four  miles  fouth 
of  Wendover,  among  the  woods.  It  is  a feparate  pariffi,  but  its  chapel  is  annexed 
to  the  church  of  Hartwell,  which  is  about  feven  miles  diftant.  The  manor  had 
the  fame  pofieffors  as  that  of  Hartwell,  till  it  was  fold  about  the  year  1710,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  to  the  Dods  of  Swallowfield,  in  Berkffiire : it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Trevor,  whofe  father,  the  late  Lord  Hampden,  pur- 
chafed  it  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Dods. 

Hanslape,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  five  miles  north 
of  Stony-Stratford,  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonffiire  : it  was  formerly  a market- 
town.  The  market,  which  was  on  Thurfdays,  has  been  long  difcontinued  i it  was 
granted  in  1293  to  William  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  at  the  fame  time 
had  a grant  of  a fair  at  this  place,  at  the  feflival  of  St.  James,  to  continue  for 
fifteen  days.  This  fair  alfo  has  been  difufed,  but  there  is  one  on  Holy  Thurfday. 
The  Hanflapes  and  their  reprefentatives  the  Mauduits,  w ho  inherited  this  manor  by 
a female  heir,  were  of  baronial  rank,  and  had  the  feat  of  their  barony  at  Caftle- 
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thorp3,  formerly  a hamlet  of  this  parilh.  Robert  Lord  Mauduit  being  in  rebellion 
againfl  King  John,  garrifoned  this  caflle,  which  was  taken  and  demolilhed  by  Foulkes 
de  Brent,  on  the  1 8th  of  December  1215.  Lord  Mauduit  returning  to  his  allegiance  in 
the  fucceeding  reign,  repofleffed  this  manor,  which  he  had  forfeited,  and  in  1 222  made 
a park  at  Hanflape,  and  had  a grant  of  does  to  (lock  it  out  of  the  king’s  forefh  of  Salcey. 
On  the  death  of  William  Mauduit,  Earl  of  Warwick,  his  title  and  eftates  devolved 
to  William  Beauchamp,  who  had  married  his  filler  and  heir  : in  1291  he  had  the 
king’s  licence  to  embattle  his  manor-houfe  at  Hanflape.  On  the  attainder  of  Thomas 
Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  manor  of  Hanflape  was  granted,  in  1397,  to 
Thomas  Mowbray b,  who  about  that  time  was  created  Duke  of  Norfolk,  but  being 
himfelf  attainted  within  a few  months  afterwards,  it  was  granted  in  tail-male  to 
Edward  Duke  of  Yorkc,  who  loll  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt ; dying 
without  iflfue,  this  manor  reverted  to  the  crown.  It  was  occafionally  granted  to 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  formed  part  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  revenue  before 
her  acceflion  to  the  throne.  In  1663,  it  was  granted  in  fee  to  Sir  Thomas  Tyrrell, 
one  of  the  jullices  of  the  Common  Pleas : his  fon  having  obtained  an  a£t  of 
parliament  to  veil  this  manor  in  trultees  for  the  payment  of  debts,  it  was  fold  about 
the  year  1707,  to  George  Pierrepont,  who  was  created  Lord  Pierrepont  of  Hanflape 
in  1714.  Dying  without  iflue,  this  ellate  devolved  to  the  Duke  of  Kingllon,  and 
was  purchafed  of  the  late  duke’s  heirs,  by  the  guardians  of  the  prefent  proprietor, 
Edward  Watts  efq.  who  relides  at  Hanflape-park. 

The  manor  of  Tothall-end,  in  this  parilh,  belonged  anciently  to  the  family  of 
Tothall,  and  afterwards  to  the  Lanes  : it  has  lately  been  fold  by  Sir  William  Wake 
bart.  who  inherited  it  by  female  defcent  from  the  Lanes,  to  Mr.  Watts,  who  pof- 
fefles  alfo  by  purchafe  from  the  Howes,  the  manors  of  Stoke  and  Singleton,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Pigot  family. 

A confiderable  ellate  in  this  parilh  belonged  for  feveral  generations  to  the  family 
of  Forller,  who  had  a feat  here,  which  was  fold  in  1663,  by  Sir  Grey  Forller,  to 
Dr.  Turner,  dean  of  Canterbury,  and  afterwards  became  the  relidence  of  William 
Thurlby,  the  celebrated  lawyer,  who  purchafed  it  of  Dr.  Francis  Turner,  bilhop 
of  Ely  : it  is  now  a farm-houfe,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Lowndes  of  Abingdon-Street, 
Weltminlter. 

The  parilh  church  was  remarkable  for  its  taper  fpire,  which,  together  with  the 
lofty  tower  on  which  it  flood,  was  above  200  feet  from  the  ground,  and  afforded 
a very  confpicuous  objeft  to  a large  tra£t  of  country,  in  which  fpires  rarely  occur. 
Hanflape  fpire,  which  was  dellroyed  by  lightning  in  the  month  of  June  1804,  was 
built  in  1409,  by  Thomas  Knight,  then  redor  j the  Hone  was  brought  from  Ketton, 
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in  Rutlandlhire : it  was  odagonal  and  fluted.  The  chancel  has  fome  remains 
of  Saxon  architedure : in  Troughton’s  chapel  are  fome  memorials  of  a family 
of  that  name.  The  redory,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  Newark  college,  in 
Leicefter,  was  given  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in  1538,  together  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage,  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  Lincoln.  In  1803,  an  ad  of 
parliament  pafled  for  inclofmg  Salcey-Green  and  Stocking-Green,  in  this  parifh, 
when  an  allotment  of  each  was  given  to  the  impropriators  in  lieu  of  tithes.  The 
parifli  was  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1778,  when  an  allotment  of 
land  was  given  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes.  Hanflape-park  and  Bofenham- 
field  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes  by  this  ad. 

Lucy  Lady  Pierrepont  founded  a fchool  at  Hanflape  for  four  children.  The 
benefadions  given  to  this  parilh  by  Ifabella  Barnwell,  William  Fox,  and  a perfon 
now  unknown,  confifting  of  houfes  and  lands,  producing  a rent  of  60I.  $er  annum , 
are  veiled  in  feoffees,  who  diftribute  the  amount  among  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas’s-day. 

Moll  of  the  perfons  in  this  parilh  are  employed  in  the  manufadure  of  lace,  which 
is  made  here  of  a very  fine  quality  c. 

Hardmead,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  nearly  fix  miles  to 
the  north-eall  of  Newport-Pagnell.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  families  of 
Gifford  and  Reynes,  afterwards  for  nearly  three  centuries  in  the  Windfors  : having 
been  given  to  the  crown  in  exchange,  it  was  granted  in  1544  to  the  family  of' 
Catefby,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  about  the  year  1675,  by  Serjeant  Maynard. 
John  Hobart,  Earl  of  Buckinghamlhire,  whofe  father  had  married  the  ferjeant’s 
grandaughter,  fold  this  manor  about  the  year  1 75 1 , to  Alexander  Small  efq.  of  whofe 
family  it  was  purchafed  in  1792,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Catefbys.  The  advowfon  of  the 
redory,  which  belonged  formerly  to  Merton  abbey,  has,  fince  the  diflolution  of 
monafteries,  been  annexed  to  the  manor. 

Hardwick,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about 
fot)r  miles  from  Aylelbury,  on  the  road  to  Buckingham.  The  manor  belonged 
anciently  to  the  family  of  Newmarch : upon  a partition  being  made  between  two 
co-heirefles  of  that  family,  the  manor  became  divided  into  moieties,  one  of  which 
having  been  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Moels  and  Ruflell,  was  fold  to  William 
of  Wickham,  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  by  him  made  part  of  the  endowment  of 
his  newly  founded  college,  in  Oxford  : the  other  moiety  pafled  to  the  family  of 
Bottreaux,  by  whom  it  was  fold  about  the  year  1460,  to  the  Brecknocks  ; and  by 
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them,  about  the  year  1542,  to  the  Lees.  Both  thefe  eftates  were  held  of  the  king, 
as  of  his  honor  of  Berkhamfled. 

The  manor  of  Weedon,  a confiderable  hamlet  in  this  parifli,  was  alfo  in  the 
baronial  family  of  Moels,  who  probably  inherited  it  from  that  of  Newmarch. 
It  was  afterwards  in  the  Cobhams.  Sir  John  Cobham  gave  the  manor  of  Weedon- 
Hill,  in  Chefham,  and  Weedon  in  the  vale,,  to  the  crown,  in  the  reign  of  Edw.  III. 
It  is  probable  that  it  was,  at  a fubfequent  period,  granted  to  the  Brecknocks  or  Lees. 
The  manor  of  Hardwick  cum  Weedon  was  purchafed  in  1801,  of  Lord  Dillon, 
the  reprefentative  of  the  Lee  family,  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  Lillies,  at 
Weedon,  which  is  the  manor-place,  was  the  jointure  houfe  of  Elizabeth,  relift  of 
Sir  Francis  Lee,  (afterwards  Countefs  of  Lindfey,)  who  died  in  1719:  it  is  now 
occupied  by  Edward  Nugent  efq.  The  advowfon  of  the  reftory  is  annexed  to  the 
New-College  eflate.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Lees.  Hardwick  was 
inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1778,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
affigned  to  the  reftor,  who  was  entitled  to  all  the  tithes  of  the  parifh,  except  thofe  of 
certain  fields  fpecified  in  the  aft.  The  hamlet  of  Weedon,  containing  1700  acres, 
was  not  inclofed  till  1801,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  again  given  to  the  reftor 
of  Hardwick. 

Hartwell,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about 
two  miles  from  Aylefbury,  on  the  road  to  Thame  : it  was  formerly  a hamlet  of 
Staned.  The  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Luton,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to 
the  year  1392,  or  fomewhat  later;  afterwards  in  the  Hampdens  : it  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Sir  Charles  Lee  bart.  whofe  anceftor.  Sir  Thomas  Lee,  ac- 
quired it  in  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Michael  Hampden  efq.  Thomas  Lee, 
great  grandfon  of  Sir  Thomas,  was  created  a baronet  in  1660.  The  Lees  were 
fettled  at  Moreton,  in  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Dinton,  as  early  as  the  fifteenth 
century.  Hartwell-houfe  is  a fpacious  old  manfion,  a part  of  which  was  altered 
and  modernized  by  Sir  William  Lee,  father  of  the  prefent  baronet.  The  flate 
gallery  remains  with  its  ancient  furniture,  velvet  chairs,  and  gobeline  tapeftry.  In 
the  great  dining-room  are  a few  portraits,  among  which  is  a fine  whole-length  of 
Sir  John  Suckling,  which  was  fuppofed  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  to  be  by  the  hand 
of  Cornelius  Janfen.  There  are  alfo  fome  views  of  the  houfe,  which  were  taken 
before  the  alteration. 

The  manor  of  Weft-Orchard,  alias  Seintclare,  alias  Bray,  which  names  feem  to 
denote  the  families  by  whom  it  had  been  formerly  pofTefled,  having  been  forfeited 
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by  the  attainder  of  Sir  Robert  Whittingham,  was  granted  in  the  year  1464  to  Sir 
Thomas  Montgomery,  and  his  heirs  male e. 

The  church  was  rebuilt  by  the  prefent  baronet’s  father,  Sir  William  Lee,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Gothic  flyle,  with  two  o&agonal  towers  : the  roof  is  richly  orna- 
mented with  tracery.  There  is  a tablet  in  memory  of  fome  of  the  Hampden  family, 
particularly  Sir  Alexander,  father  of  John  Hampden  the  patriot.  In  the  old 
church  were  fome  brafs  plates,  with  memorials  of  the  Hampdens.  Sir  Charles 
Lee  is  patron  and  incumbent  of  the  re&ory.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  a£t  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1776,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to 
the  re&or  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Great-Harwood,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies 
about  two  miles  north  of  Window : it  had  formerly  a market  on  Wednefdays, 
granted  in  1447  to  New-College,  in  Oxford,  together  with  a fair  for  three  days,  at 
the  feftival  of  St.  James. 

The  manor  was  given  by  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham,  to  the  priory  of 
Newton-Longueville  ; on  the  fuppreflion  of  which,  in  1415,  it  was  granted  to 
John  Duke  of  Bedford : reverting  to  the  crown  at  his  death,  it  was  granted  in 
1441  to  the  wardens  and  fcholars  of  New-College,  in  Oxford,  who  are  patrons  of 
the  redlory.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Barker. 

Singleborough , a confiderable  hamlet  about  a mile  from  the  village,  has  been 
inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafied  in  1799,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
given  to  the  redlor,  in  lieu  of  the  fmall  tithes,  and  for  the  great  tithes  to  which  he 
was  faid  to  be  entitled,  as  leflee  under  New-College.  Several  perfons  are  mentioned 
in  the  a&as  claimants  of  the  manor  of  Singleborough. 

Little-Harwood,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies 
about  two  miles  and  a half  to  the  north-eaft  of  Window.  The  manor,  which  had 
belonged  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Alban’s,  was  granted  in  1599  to  Sir 
John  Fortefcue,  whofe  fon  fold  it  to  Sir  George  Villiers.  It  was  purchafed  of  the 
mortgagees,  of  George  Villiers,  the  fecond  Duke  of  Buckingham  (of  that  family), 
by  William  Lowndes  efq.  ancellor  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  has  taken  the 
name  of  Selby.  A capital  manflon  at  this  place,  which  had  belonged  fucceflively 
to  the  families  of  Pigot,  Styles,  Carter,  and  Adams,  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Langlton ; it  was  purchafed  by  his  father,  Sir  Stephen  Langfton, 
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alderman  of  London,  who  died  in  1797,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church,  where  is  a 
monument  to  his  memory.  Mr.  Langfton  has  the  impropriation  of  the  great  titheS, 
and  is  patron  and  incumbent  of  the  vicarage.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
aft  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1766,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to  Mr. 
Kidgell  Sandon,  then  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes,  and  a corn-rent  to  the  vicar. 

Haversham,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  nearly  four  miles 
north-eafl  of  Stony-Stratford.  The  manor  was  in  the  Peverells  at  the  time  of  the 
Norman  furvey,  and  afterwards  in  an  ancient  family,  who  took  their  name  from  the 
village.  From  the  Haverfhams  this  manor  pafled  by  heirs  female  to  the  families  of 
De  la  Plaunch,  Pabenham,  Hugford,  and  Lucy.  John  de  Haverfham  had  the  king’s 
licence  to  embattle  his  manfion  at  Haverfham,  in  1304/.  The  Lucys  continued  to 
be  poflefled  of  the  manor  till  after  the  middle  of  the  17th  century.  In  1664,  it 
was  purchafed  by  the  Thompfons  : John  Thompfon  efq.  was  created  a peer  in  1697, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Haverfham,  which  became  extindt  on  the  death  of  his  fon. 
The  manor  was  fold  by  the  laft  Lord  Haverfham,  in  1720,  to  Lucy  Knightley  efq. 
a defcendant  of  its  ancient  owners,  the  Lucys.  In  1764  it  was  purchafed  of 
Valentine  Knightley  efq.  by  the  truflees  of  Alexander  Small  efq.  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor, then  under  age.  The  manor-houfe,  which  was  the  feat  of  the  Thompfons, 
has  been  in  part  pulled  down  ; the  remainder  is  fitted  up  as  a farm-houfe. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a beautiful  monument,  with  the  effigies  of  a female,  lying 
on  an  altar  tomb,  under  a rich  Gothic  canopy,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  Elizabeth 
4 3.  Lady  Clinton,  the  heirefs  of  the  De  la  Plaunches,  whofe  fourth  hufband  was  Sir 
John  Clinton. 

Mr.  Small  is  patron  of  the  redtory.  In  1763,  juft  before  he  fold  the  eftate,  an  adt 
of  parliament  pafled,  to  enable  Lucy  Knightley  efq.  to  inclofe  certain  fields  in 
Haverfham,  and  to  acquire  the  tithes  and  glebe,  making  a compenfation  to  the 
redtor,  by  an  allotment  of  land  and  acorn-rent,  then  valued  at  1 95I . per  annum. 

Hawridge,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Hertfordfhire,  about  fix  miles  nearly  to  the  eaft  of  Wendover.  The 
manor  was  anciently  in  the  Mauduits  and  Beauchamps,  who  fucceflively  enjoyed 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Warwick.  Sir  Thomas  Penifton  was  lord  of  this  manor,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  It  was  foon  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Tafburgh,  who 
fold  it  to  the  Scares  in  1630.  It  was  purchafed  of  that  family  in  1748,  by  Robert 
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Darell  efq.  father  of  Edward  Darell  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  Hawridge  Court, 
the  fite  of  the  manor,  is  a farm-houfe,  built  on  a large  circular  platform,  furrounded 
with  a deep  trench  and  vallum. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Seare,  and  the  monument  of 
Dorothy  Lady  Pakington%  who  died  in  1 577.  William  Sandby  efq.  is  patron  of 
the  reftory. 

Hedgerley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  two  miles 
and  a half  fouth-eaft  of  Beaconsfield.  The  principal  manor  has  paffed  with  that 
of  Denham b,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Benjamin  Way  efq.  A manor,  called 
Hedgerley-Bulftrode,  paffed  from  the  Bulftrodes  to  the  Brudenells,  by  the  marriage 
of  William  Brudenell  efq.  with  Agnes,  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Bulftrode 
efq.  of  Hedgerley-Bulftrode,  in  the  fourteenth  century. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Bulftrode  family.  Mr.  Way  is 
patron  of  the  reftory. 

Hedsor,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies  near 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about  five  miles  eaft  of  Marlow,  and  about  the  fame 
diftance  from  Maidenhead,  in  Berkfhire.  The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  a 
family  who  took  their  name  from  the  village  : in  the  fifteenth  century  it  was  in 
the  Reftwolds,  from  whom  it  paffed  to  the  Hawtreys.  Rowland  Hynde  purchafed 
it  about  the  year  1560,  and  it  continued  in  his  family  nearly  a century,  when  it 
paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Chilcots,  of  whom  it  was  inherited  by  the  Parkers  : in 
1764  it  was  purchafed  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Parker,  by  William  Lord  Bofton,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  Frederick  Lord  Bofton. 

Hedfor-Lodge,  the  feat  of  Lord  Bofton,  was  built  in  1778;  it  ftands  on  the 
brow  of  a hill,  commanding  a very  beautiful  view  of  the  Thames,  and  fome  of 
the  moft  pi&urefque  parts  of  Berkfhire  and  Buckinghamfhire.  The  houfe,  which 
is  elegant  and  commodious,  contains  a fmall  colledion  of  pictures,  chiefly  portraits 
of  the  families  of  Irby  and  Paget,  connected  by  marriage.  In  the  library  is  a 
fmgular  portrait  of  Conrad  Erneft  Copperman,  a dwarf,  who  was  page  of  the 
back  ftairs  to  the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales ; he  died  at  the  age  of  35,  being 
then  only  three  feet  five  inches  in  height. 

An  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Lambert-Farm,  was  formerly  held  under  the 
manor,  by  the  fervice  of  bringing  in  the  firft  difli  at  the  lord’s  table,  on  St.  Stephen’s- 

3 She  was  relict  of  Sir  Thomas  Pakington  knt.  and  afterwards  married  to  Thomas  Tafburgh  efq. 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Hawridge.  b See  p.  548. 
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day,  and  prefenting  him  with  two  hens,  a cock,  a gallon  of  ale,  and  two  manchets 
of  w'hite  bread ; after  dinner  the  lord  delivered  to  the  tenant  a fparrowhawk  and 
a couple  of  fpaniels,  to  be  kept  at  his  coll  and  charges,  for  the  lord’s  ufe : a 
compohtion  is  now  paid  in  lieu  of  this  fervice. 

In  the  parilh  church,  which  is  a very  fmall  building,  are  fome  memorials  of  the 
families  of  Hynde  and  Parker.  In  the  church-yard  are  depofited  the  remains  of 
Nathaniel  Hooke,  author  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  to  whole  memory  a tablet  has 
been  lately  put  up  at  the  expence  of  Lord  Bofton,  with  the  following  infcription  : 
{C  Sub  hoc  tumulo  corpus  deponi  jujfit  Nathaniel  Hooke  Anniger,  qui  multiplici  lite- 
rarum  varietate  ei  Jludio  eruditus , Romance  hijlorice  auclor  celebratus  emicuit ; de 
Uteris  verb  quantum  meruit  edita  ufque  tejlahuntur  opera.  Ex  vita  demigravit  an- 
norum  plenus  & verb  pi  us  vicefimo  fecundo  die  Julii  Anno  Domini  1763.  Ad  cineres 
patris  fui  pariter  requiefcit  corpus  Jilice  diledtijjimce  Janes  Maries  Hooke  cujus  anim.ee 
propitietur  Deus.  Sexagenaria  obiit  vicefimo  octavo  die  Aprilis , Anno  Domini  1793. 
Hoc  pietatis  ftgnum  poni  voluit  Fredericus  Baro  de  Bojlon , 1801.” 

Near  the  church  is  a yew-tree,  which  meafures  27  feet  in  circumference. 

Lord  Bofton  and  the  bilhop  of  Lincoln  are  patrons  of  the  rectory.  The  bilhop 
prefents  every  third  turn. 

Hillesdon,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  nearly  four  miles; 
fouth  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Gilfards,  Earls  of 
Buckingham,  afterwards  in  the  Bolbecs,  from  whom  it  palfed  by  marriage  to  the 
Veres  and  Courtneys.  After  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Devon,  in  1461,  it  was 
given  to  Sir  Walter  Devereux,  who  being  flain  at  Bofworth-field,  it  was  reftored 
to  the  Courteneys,  but  was  again  forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter,  in  1539.  King  Edward  VI.  granted  it  to  Thomas  Denton  efq.  whofe 
defeendant,  Edmund  Denton,  of  Hillefdoh,  was  created  a baronet  in  1699.  The 
title  became  extinct  at  his  death  : the  manor  of  Hillefdon,  which  continued  in  a 
collateral  branch  of  the  family,  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Coke,  relift  of  the 
late  Wenman  Coke  efq.  and  daughter  of  George  Chamberlayne  efq.  whofe  father 
married  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Alexander  Denton  elq. 

The  manor-houfe,  the  greater  past  of  which  was  taken  down  a few  years  ago,  was, 
during  the  civil  war  in  the  feventeenth  century,  made  a garrifon  for  the  king,  being 
then  the  feat  of  Sir  Alexander  Denton  lent,  who  fuffered  great  Ioffes  on  account  of 
his  attachment  to  the  royal  caufe.  The  garrifon  was  furrendered  in  1643,  the 
houfe  plundered,  and  Sir  Alexander  Denton  committed  to  prifon,  where  he  died 
of  a broken  heart. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feveral  monuments  of  the  Dentons ; that  of  Catherine, 
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wife  of  Alexander  Denton  efq.  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Common  Pleas,  is  by  Sir- 
Henry  Cheere,  and  is  ornamented  with  bulls  in  white  marble,  of  the  judge  and  his 
lady.  There  is  alfo  a monument  for  George  Woodward  efq.  envoy  to  Poland,  who 
died  at  Warfaw  in  1735,  and  the  tomb  of  Godfrey  Boate,  one  of  the  juftices  of 
the  king’s  bench,  in  Ireland,  (the  fubjeft  of  Dean  Swift’s  quibbling  elegy,)  who 
died  in  1722.  The  church,  which  was  rebuilt  in  1493,  a vei7  handfome  Gothic 
ftruclure  : in  the  eaft  window  of  the  north  aide  is  fome  very  rich  ftained  glafs, 
reprefenting  various  fcenes  from  the  legend  of  St.  Nicholas. 

The  great  tithes,  which  were  given  by  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham,  to 
Nutley  abbey,  are  now  veiled  in  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chrift  Church,  in  Ox- 
ford, who  are  patrons  of  the  donative. 

Hitcham,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  a mile  north  of 
the  Bath  road,  and  about  three  miles  from  Maidenhead,  in  Berklhire.  The  manor, 
which  it  is  probable  had  belonged  to  fome  religious  houfe,  was  in  the  reign  of 
Elenry  VIII,  the  property  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Baldwin,  whofe  daughter  and  heir 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  Thomas  Ramfey  efq.  Nicholas  Clerke,  marrying  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Ramfey,  became  pofleffed  of  this  manor.  Queen  Elizabeth  paid 
a vifit  to  his  fon  Sir  William,  at  Hitcham,  in  1602,  upon  which  occafion  we  are  told, 
that  “ he  fo  behaved  himfelf,  that  he  pleafed  nobody,  but  gave  occafion  to  have  his 
mifery  and  vanity  fpread  far  and  widec.”  Elis  grandfon,  Sir  John,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1660,  being  then  defcribed  of  Hitcham  ; but  the  fame  year  an  aft  of  par- 
liament paffeci,  to  confirm  his  fale  of  this  eftate  to  Charles  Doe.  The  Clerkes  removed 
afterwards  to  Shabbington,  in  this  county  ; the  title  is  now  extinft.  The  manor  of 
Hitcham  became  the  property  of  Dr.  John  Friend,  the  celebrated  phyfician,  who 
lies  buried  in  the  church,  where  there  is  a monument  to  his  memory ; it  was  pur- 
chafed  of  his  reprefentative,  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  Lord  Grenville  : the  manor- 
houfe  is  now  occupied  as  a fchool. 

In  the  pari  fir  church  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  families  of  Ramfey  and  Clerke. 
The  windows  of  the  chancel  are  decorated  with  ftained  glafs,  the  colours  of  which 
are  very  brilliant d.  The  reftor  of  this  parilh  is  nominated  by  the  provoft  and  fel- 
lows of  Eton  College,  purfuant  to  the  bequeft  of  Mr.  Archer,  a former  fellow, 
who  being  poflefled  of  the  advowlon,  has  bound  his  heirs  to  prefent  a clerk,  nomi- 
nated by  the  college.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafied 
in  1778,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

c Queen  Elizabeth’s  Progrefies,  publifhed  by  Nichols. 
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Hitchenden,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies 
fcarcely  two  miles  north  of  tligh- Wycombe.  The  manor  having  been  part  of  the 
poffeffions  of  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux,  half-brother  to  William  the  Conqueror,  was 
granted  by  Henry  I.  to  his  chamberlain,  Geffrey  de  Clinton,  and  by  him  given  to 
the  prior  and  convent  of  Kenilworth.  In  1 540  it  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII. 
to  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  from  whofe  family  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Stanhopes. 
About  the  year  1738,  Sir  William  Stanhope  fold  the  manor  and  advowfon  gf 
Hitchenden  to  Charles  Savage  efq.  whofe  niece,  Ellen,  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Conyngham,  is  the  prefent  proprietor,  and  refides  in  the  manor-houfe.  The 
manor  of  Ravenfmere  in  this  parifh,  which  lies  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury, 
was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Albini,  from  whom  it  defcended,  through  heirs 
female,  to  the  Fitzalans,  Arundels,  and  Dormers : it  is  now  the  property  of  Lord 
Dormer.  The  manor  of  Overhall  and  Pigots,  in  Hitchenden,  belonged  fuccef- 
fively  to  the  families  of  Morton,  Sydenham,  and  Hampden ; it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Lord  Hampden.  The  abbot  and  convent  of  Miffenden  had  a manor  in 
this  parifh  ; what  became  of  it  after  the  diffolution,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
afcertain : it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  the  manor  of  Uphall,  which  belonged 
to  the  Lanes,  in  the  early  part  of  the  lafl  century ; we  could  not  learn  who 
is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  this  eftate.  A manor  within  the  manor  of  Hitchen- 
den, belonging  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  was  advertifed  for  fale  in  the  month  of  November 
1804. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  ancient  tombs,  with  figures  in  baffo-relievo,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  intended  for  fome  of  the  poflerity  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  Earl 
of  Leicefter,  who  affumed  the  name  of  Wellefbourn.  The  arms  on  the  fhields  are, 
1.  Gul.  a lion  rampant,  with  two  tails,  Arg.  devouring  a man-child,  Mountfort, 
Earl  of  Leicefter.  2.  Arg.  a lion  rampant,  devouring  a child,  within  an  orle  of 
crofs-crofslets,  Sable.— -Mountfort  cf  Warwickfhire.  3.  Bendy  of  ten.  Or  and 
Gul.  Mountfort  of  Bekiefert,  4.  Gul.  a Griffin  fegreant  devouring  a child  Or. — 
A chief  Cheeky,  Or  and  Az.  over  all  a bend  Ermine— -Wellefbourn.  One  of 
the  figures  is  very  fair,  and  reprefents  a crufader  in  a coat  of  mail : the  others  are 
of  ruder  workmanfhip ; one  of  thefe  reprefents  an  armed  man,  with  a fword  in 
one  hand  and  a crofs  in  the  other.  The  defendants  of  Simon  de  Mountfort  are 
faid  by  tradition  to  have  lived  at  a houfe  in  this  parifh,  called  Wreck-hall,  in  the 
windows  of  which  were  formerly  the  fame  coats  of  arms  which  occur  on  the  tombs 
in  the  church.  Under  an  arch  in  the  fouth  wall  of  the  chapel,  in  which  are  the 
above-mentioned  tombs,  lies  an  emaciated  figure,  in  a fhroud,  on  an  altar  tomb : 
the  fhields  on  this  monument  are  all  plain. 
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The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Kenil- 
worth, are  now  the  property  of  Lady  Conyngham,  who  is  patronefs  of  the 
vicarage. 

Hocgeston,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Mureiley,  lies  about 
three  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth-eafi  of  Window,  It  had  formerly  a market  on 
Fridays,  granted  in  1314  to  William  de  Bermingham,  together  with  a fair  on  the 
feftival  of  the  exaltation  of  the  holy  crofs,  commonly  called  Holyrood-day : both 
the  market  and  fair  have  long  been  difcontinued.  The  manor  was  fucceffively  in 
the  families  of  Paganel,  Somery,  and  Bermingham  ; from  the  latter  it  paffed  by 
marriage,  about  the  year  1520,  to  the  Bulftrodes,  who,  about  1546,  fold  it  to 
the  Dormers : it  is  now  the  property  of  Earl  Stanhope. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  feme  memorials  of  the  family  of  Mayne,  and  the  tomb 
of  the  founder,  of  whom  there  is  an  effigy,  much  mutilated,  holding  in  his  hand 
a church.  It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  intended  for  William  de  Bermingham,  lord 
of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1342.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory  was  annexed  to 
the  manor  till  the  year  1798,  when  Lord  Stanhope  fold  it  to  Worceffer  College  in 
Oxford. 

Hogshaw,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon,  lies  about  five  miles  to  the  fouth-wefl 
of  Winflow.  The  manor  was  given  by  Ralph  Mallet  to  the  Knights-Templars, 
who  had  a preceptory  here  : when  their  order  was  abolifhed,  it  was  granted  with 
moil  of  their  other  eftates.  to  the  Knights-Hofpitallers.  After  the  general  diffolution 
of  monafteries,  it  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  the  family  of  Lane.  Having 
paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Pigots,  in  1650,  it  was  purchafed  by  Lord  Brooke, 
of  Beauchamp-Court,  whofe  defeendant,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Warwick,  fold  it  a 
few  years  ago  to  Mrs.  Dupre,  of  Wilton  park,  in  this  county  : it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  her  fon,  James  Dupre  efq. 

This  parifli  was  confolidated  with  Eaff-Claydon,  in  the  time  of  bifhop  Gardiner. 
Divine  fervice  continued  to  be  performed  at  Hogfhaw  once  a month,  till  the.  church 
was  defecrated.  “ In  the  year  1720,  Lord  Brooke’s  truflees,  God  pardon  them,” 
(fays  Browne  Willis,)  “ gave  the  tenant,  one  Stevens,  a quaker,  leave  to  pull  down 
the  church,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  an  ox-houfe.”  Several  of  thePigot  family 
lay  buried  in  Hogfhaw  church. 

Hogfhaw,  together  with  the  hamlet  of  Fulbrook , contain  now  only  feven  houfes. 
The  manor  or  reputed  manor  of  Fulbrook,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Giffords 
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and  Winwoods,  paded  by  a female  heir  from  the  lad-mentioned  family  to  Ralph, 
Duke  of  Montagu,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Francis  Godolphin  Ofborne. 

Horsendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about 
feven  miles  fouth-wed  of  Wendover,  and  about  the  fame  didance  fouth-ead  of 
Thame,  in  Oxfordlhire.  The  manor  was  anciently  the  property  of  a family  who 
took  their  name  from  the  village.  About  the  year  1210,  it  was  purchafed  by  the 
Braybfokes,  and  was  afterwards  fuccedively  in  the  families  of  Leynham  and 
Moreton : Cardinal  Moreton’s  nephew  fold  it  to  the  family  of  Donne,  from  whom 
it  paded  by  female  heirs  to  the  Cottons  and  Denhams.  In  the  civil  war  of  the 
17th  century,  being  then  the  property  of  Sir  John  Denham,  the  manor-houfe  was 
garrifoned  for  the  king  ; Sir  John’s  fon  fold  it  to  the  ancedor  of  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor, John  Grubb  efq.  for  whofe  family  there  are  feveral  memorials  in  the  parid* 
church.  Mr.  Grubb  is  patron  of  the  benefice,  which  in  Bacon’s  Liber  Regis  is 
called  a reftory,  but  it  is  there  obferved,  that  inditution  has  been  given  to  it  only  as 
a vicarage. 

Horton,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  a mile 
to  the  fouth  of  Colnbrook.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Windfor  family,  who 
continued  to  podefs  it  feveral  generations.  In  1658,  it  became  the  property  by 
pur-chafe  of  Robert  Scawen,  whofe  great-grandfon  James  Scawen  efq.  fold  it  in  1782. 
After  two  or  three  intermediate  conveyances,  it  was  purchafed  in  1794,  by  the 
late  Thomas  Williams  efq.  M.  P.  whofe  fon,  Owen  Williams  efq.  M.  P.  is  the 
prefent  proprietor.  The  manor-houfe,  a large  manfion,  which  had  been  a feat  of 
the  Scawens,  was  pulled  down  a few  years  ago,  excepting  a fmall  part,  which  is 
-occupied  by  cottagers. 

In  the  parifii  church  is  a heavy  monument,  without  any  infcriptiori,  intended  for 
fome  of  the  Scawen  family,  and  the  tomb  of  Milton’s  mother,  who  died  in  1637. 
That  great  poet  paded  much  time  in  his  younger  years  at  Horton,  where  his 
parents  then  redded.  Mr.  Williams  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  The  parifh  has 
been  incloled  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  which  paded  in  1799,  when  an  allotment 
•of  land  was  adigned  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

LIulcot,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about 
three  miles  to  the  north-eafl  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to 
the  holpital  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aeon,  was  granted  in  j 540  to  Greenway,  and  paded 
x . afterwards 
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afterwards  to  the  families  of  Fountain  and  Neale  : it  was  fold  by  the  latter  in  1740, 
to  Sir  John  Fortefcue  Aland,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Common  Pleas.  Lord 
Fortefcue  was  polfelfed  of  it  in  1 777,  fince  which  time  it  has  been  in  the  family  of 
Tynte,  and  is  now  the  property  of  John  Baker  efq.  This  manor  is  held  with  part 
of  Bierton,  and  is  ufually  called  the  manor  of  Hulcot  and  Bierton.  A part  of 
Plulcot  feems  always  to  have  palled  with  Aylelbury,  and  to  have  been  in  the  Botelers 
and  Pakingtons. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Langflon  is  patron  of  the  reflory,  and  incumbent.  The  parilh  has 
been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  palled  in  1 779,  when  an  allotment  of  land 
was  affigned  to  the  rector  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Ickford,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  about  four  miles  and  a half  to  the  north-well  of  Thame. 
The  manor  appears  to  have  been  long  held  in  moieties,  one  of  which  was,  as  early 
as  the  commencement  of  the  16th  century,  in  the  family  of  Danvers,  and  was 
lately  the  property  of  the  Hon.  Butler  Danvers,  who  married  the  heirefs  (fmce 
deceafed)  of  the  late  Sir  John  Danvers  bart.  It  now  belongs  to  Mr.  Roebuck. 
The  other  moiety  was  many  years  in  the  family  of  Tipping,,  for  whom  there  is  a 
monument  in  the  parilh  church.  Sir  Thomas  Tipping  knt.  procured  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, to  enable  him  to  fell  it,  in  1703.  It  has  fmce  been  for  a confiderable  time 
in  the  family  of  Snell,  to  whom  it  Hill  belongs.  The  late  Mrs.  Crewe  claimed  a 
paramount  authority  in  this  manor,  as  included  within  her  manor  of  Shabbington. 
Mr.  Townfend  of  Newbury  is  patron  of  the  redory.  Calybute  Downing,  a cele- 
brated divine  in  the  17th  century,  was  rector  of  this  parilh. 

Ilmer,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  om  the 
borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  about  five  miles  eall  of  Thame.  The  manor  was  anciently 
in  the  families  of  Molins  and  Haltings ; afterwards  in  the  Dormers,  who  held  it 
by  the  fervice  of  being  marlhall  of  the  king’s  falcons.  In  an  abllrad  of  the  king’s 
revenue,  printed  at  the  end  of  a work,  entitled  £4  The  firll  fourteen  years  of  King 
James  I.”  Lord  Dormer  is  filled  mailer  falconer  to  the  king,  within  the  manor  of 
Elmer , in  Buckinghamlhire,  wdth  a fee  of  27I.  7 s.  6d.  per  annum.  From  the 
Dormers  this  manor  palled  by  a female  heir  to  the  noble  family  of  Stanhope  j it  is. 
now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chellerfield. 

The  great  tithes,  which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  nunnery  of  Studley, 
in  Oxfordlhire,  belong  now  to  the  Earl  of  Chellerfield,  who  is  patron  of  the 
vicarage. 
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Isenhampsted,  or  Iselhampsted-Cheneys,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of 
Burnham,  lies  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire,  about  four  miles  north-weft  of 
Rickmanfworth,  in  that  county,  and  about  five  miles  nearly  weft  of  Amerlham. 
It  is  now  generally  called  Cheneys ; its  original  name  is  almoft  loft,  having  been 
exchanged  for  that,  which  was  firft  given  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  neighbouring 
village  of  Ifenhampfted-Latimers,  this  place  having  been  for  many  years  the  manor 
•and  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  Cheyne.  It  had  long  been  in  the  crown,  pre- 
vioufiy  to  the  reign  of  - Edward  III.  to  which  monarch  Thomas  Cheyne,  the  firft 
of  the  family  who  fettled  in  this  county,  was  fhield-bearer.  Ifelhampfted  was  a royal 
palace,  at  which,  as  may  be  traced  from  records  % King  Edward  I.  and  King  Ed- 
ward III.  in  the  early  part  of  his  reign,  occafionally  refided.  From  the  Cheynes 
this  manor  palled  to  the  Sapcotes,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  Agnes  Lady  Cheyne, 
in  1494:  it  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  whofe  anceftor,  John 
Lord  Ruffell,  afterwards  Earl  of  Bedford,  married  Anne,  relief  of  Sir  John 
Broughton,  of  Tuddington,  in  Bedfordlhire,  and  heirefs  of  Sir  Guy  Sapcote. 
For  greater  fecurity  perhaps  of  the  title,  John  Cheyne,  the  heir  male  of  its  ancient 
proprietor,  conveyed  the  manor  of  Ifenhampfted-Cheneys  to  the  Earl  of  Bedford, 
in  1560.  Lord  Ruffell,  upon  coming  into  poffellion  of  this  eftate,  rebuilt  the 
greater  part  of  the  manor-houfe,  and  made  it  his  principal  feat.  “ The  old  houfe 
of  Cheynes  is  fo  tranllated,”  fays  Leland,  “ by  my  Lord  Ruffell,  that  hath  this  houfe 
in  right  of  his  wife,  that  little  or  nothing  of  it  remaynith  ontranftatid,  and  a great 
deal  of  the  houfe  is  even  newly  fet  up  and  made  of  bricks  and  timber.”  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  entertained  at  Cheneys,  by  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  in  1570'.  A 
confiderable  part  of  the  houfe,  which  was  built  by  his  father,  ftill  remains,  but  it 
has  been  deferted  by  the  Ruffell  family,  ever  fince  they  fixed  their  principal  refidence 
at  Woburn.  In  one  of  the  wings  now  remaining  is  a long  gallery,  in  which  are 
fome  damaged  pictures : the  windows  are  flopped  up.  Cheneys  is  now  occupied 
as  a farm,  and  is  the  refidence  of  the  duke’s  principal  tenant  on  this  eftate. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Cheynes.  Two  ancient  tombs, 
which  are  now  in  the  adjoining  chapel,  are  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  fame  family. 
In  this  chapel,  which  was  built  by  Anne  Countefs  of  Bedford,  (the  heirefs  of  the 
Sapcotes,)  is  a monument  for  herfelf  and  her  hufband,  John,  the  firft  Earl  of 
Bedford.  There  are  alfo  the  monuments  of  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  died  in 
1585.  and  his  countefs;  Anne  Countefs  of  Warwick,  their  daughter,  and  Lady 
Frances  Bourchier,  their  grandaughter ; Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  died  in  1641, 

* See  Rotulus  Familise,  18  Edw.  I.  in  Turr.  Lond.  f Qneen  Elizabeth’s  Progrcffcs, 

publifhed  by  Nichols. 
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nnd  his  countefs ; that  of  the  firft  Duke  of  Bedford,  a very  heavy  piece  of  fculp- 
ture,  with  whole-length  figures  of  the  duke  and  duchefs,  and  a medallion  of  the 
unfortunate  William  Lord  Ruflel,  who  loft  his  head  on  Tower-Hill,  and  was  buried 
at  Cheneys,  Auguft  2,  1683  ; and  that  of  Wriothefley,  Duke  of  Bedford,  and 
his  duchefs,  put  up  in  1769,  by  Wilton,  from  a defign  of  Sir  William  Chambers. 
The  laft  of  this  noble  family  here  interred  was  the  late  duke,  for  whom  as 
yet  there  is  no  monument  at  this  place,  nor  is  there  any  for  his  father,  the 
Marquis  of  Taviftock,  or  his  grandfather,  John  Duke  of  Bedford.  A tablet  has 
lately  been  put  up  in  memory  of  Georgina  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lord  John  Ruffel, 
(now  Duke  of  Bedford,)  and  daughter  of  Vifcount  Torrington,  who  died  in  1801. 

It  appears  by  the  parifh  regifter,  that  the  celebrated  couple,  Philip  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke and  Anne  Countefs  of  Dorfet  (who  was  grandaughter  of  the  firffc  Francis 
Earl  of  Bedford)  were  married  at  Cheneys  on  the  third  of  June,  1630.  The 
regifter  contains  numerous  entries  of  the  Ruflel  family,  and  records  the  burial  of 
the  Hon.  Capt.  Francis  Digby,  (fon  of  George  Earl  of  Briftol,)  who  was  flain  in 
the  great  fea  fight  with  the  Dutch,  in  1672. — The  Duke  of  Bedford  is  patron  of 
the  reftory. 

Anne  Countefs  of  Warwick,  founded  an  alms-houfe  at  Cheneys,  in  1605,  and 
endowed  it  with  50I . per  annum , for  the  fupport  of  ten  poor  perfons,  fix  of  whom 
are  to  be  of  Cheneys,  two  of  Northall,  and  two  of  Wotton-Under-edge,  in  Glou- 
cefterfliire. 

Iver,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  between  Uxbridge 
and  Colnbrook,  being  about  three  miles  diftant  from  each.  It  had  formerly  a 
market,  originally  granted  in  1351  to  Lord  Neville,  and  confirmed  in  1461  to 
the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  together  with  two  fairs ; the  market  has  been 
long  difcontinued ; a fmall  fair  is  held  on  the  10th  of  July.  The  opinion  that 
this  place  took  its  name  from  Roger  de  Iveri,  is  certainly  erroneous,  and  the  learned 
bilhop  Kennet  appears  in  this  inftance  to  have  fallen  into  a miftake,  and  to  have 
hazarded  a conje&ure,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  fadts,  which  he  has  adduced  from 
records  in  other  parts  of  his  ufeful  work,  the  Parochial  Antiquities,  for  he  fuppofes 
Roger  de  Iveri  to  have  fucceeded  to  the  manor  of  Iver,  after  Robert  Doiley,  who 
poflefied  it  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey.  Roger  de  Iveri  and  Robert  Doiley 
were  contemporaries  and  fworn  friends ; both  came  over  with  William  the  Con- 
queror,  and  had  large  grants  of  lands.  Roger  de  Iveri  had  large  eftates  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  poflefied  this  manor, 
which  in  the  furvey  of  Domefday  is  called  Evre  and  Evreham,  being  defcribed  as 
the  property  of  Robert  Doiley,  from  whom  it  pafled  with  his  daughter  in  marriage 
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to  Milo  Crifpin,  and  after  his  death  to  Brien  Fitz-Count,  the  brave  defender  of 
Wallingford  Caftle,  who,  we  are  told,  kept  his  Chriftmas  at  Iver  in  the  year  1 143. 
Having  afterwards  entered  into  a religious  order,  the  King  (Henry  II.)  feized  on  all  his 
eftates.  King  Richard  I.  gave  this  manor  to  Robert  de  Clavering,  fome  of  whofe  de- 
fcendants  taking  the  name  of  Eure  from  this  place,  were  anceftors  of  the  Lords  Eure 
and  the  Eures  of  Axholme.  Sir  John  Clavering  having  no  male  ilfue,  gave  this  manor 
and  other  eftates  to  King  Edw.  II.  and  his  heirs a : King  Edw.  III.  granted  it,  in  1 3 29, 
to  Simon  de  Berefordb,  and  in  1336,  to  Ralph  Lord  Neville,  of  Raby,  fteward  of 
the  houfhold  % whofe  grandfather  had  married  Euphemia,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Clavering  above-mentioned d.  In  1352,  Lord  Neville  furrendered  this  manor  to 
the  king  % who  the  next  year  granted  it  to  his  newly  endowed  college  at  Windfor f. 
The  dean  and  chapter  reconveyed  it  to  the  crown,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
and  received  other  lands  in  exchange.  King  Edward  VI.  gave  it  to  Lord  Paget,  in 
whofe  family  it  continued  till  1772,  when  it  was  fold  by  his  defcendant  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Uxbridge,  and  having  fince  pafled  through  feveral  hands,  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Henry  Piper  Sperling  efq. 

The  manor  and  park  of  Levinz,  alias  Parlaunt,  belonged  alfo  to  the  Pagets ; the 
Earl  of  Uxbridge,  who  died  in  1743,  bequeathed  it  to  Sir  William  Irby,  afterwards 
Lord  Bofton,  whofe  fon  Frederic  Lord  Bofton  is  the  prefent  proprietor : it  is  now 
a farm  in  the  tenure  of  Mr.  William  Ives.  The  houfe,  and  great  part  of  the  eftate, 
are  in  the  parilh  of  Langley.  The  manor  of  Oak-end,  at  the  northern  extremity 
of  this  parilh,  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Francis  Sackville  Lloyd  efq.  who 
inherits  it  by  female  defcent  from  the  family  of  Gould  g.  The  manor  of  Mansfeld, 
fo  called  probably  from  the  ancient  family  of  Mansfeld,  of  Cliefden,  is  now  the 
property  of  Mr.  Whittington. 

Richings  Lodge,  in  this  parilh,  the  feat  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Sullivan,  M.  P. 
was  purchafed  of  the  family  of  Britton,  by  Sir  Peter  Aplley,  whofe  grandaughter 
brought  it  in  marriage  to  the  firft  Lord  Bathurft.  The  amiable  and  accomplilhed 
Countefs  of  Hertford  (afterwards  Duchefs  of  Somerfet)  made  this  place,  which 
her  hulband  had  purchafed  of  Lord  Bathurft,  her  chief  refidence  during  her  widow- 
hood ; and  changed  its  name  to  Percy  Lodge.  In  one  of  her  letters,  lately  pub- 
lilhed,  Ihe  obferves,  that  on  the  fpot  where  her  green-houfe  ftood,  was  formerly  a 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Leonard  : Ihe  obferves  alfo,  that  an  old  covered  bench  in 
her  gardens  exhibited  many  remains  of  the  wit  of  her  predeceffor’s  vifitors ; Ad- 
difon,  Pope,  Prior,  Congreve,  and  Gay.  The  Duchefs  of  Somerfet  died  at 

a Dugdale’s  Baronage.  b Pat.  3 Edw.  III.  c Pat.  10  Edw.  III.  11  Dugdale. 

' Pat.  25  Edw.  III.  f Bliftory  of  Windfor,  p.  104.  5 His  mother  was  one  of  the  four 

daughters  and  coheirs  of  Sir  Thomas  Wheate  bart.  by  the  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Gould  efq. 
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Percy  Lodge,  in  the  month  of  July  1754,  when  it  was  inherited  by  her  daughter, 
the  Duchefs  of  Northumberland.  The  duke,  her  hufband,  fold  it  to  Sir  John 
Coghill,  of  whofe  relift,  the  Countefs  of  Charleville,  it  was  purchafed  in  1786, 
by  Mr.  Sullivan. 

In  the  pariffi  church  is  a monument,  in  memory  of  Sir  George  and  Sir  Edward 
Salter,  fucceffively  carvers  to  King  Charles  I.  with  the  effigies  of  Mary  Lady  Salter, 
(wife  of  Sir  George,)  rifing  from  her  coffin  in  a ffiroud.  There  is  alfo  the  monu- 
ment of  John  King,  who  was  killed  in  his  own  houfe  in  1604,  by  his  kinfman, 
Roger  Parkinfon,  who  in  a drunken  fit  (tuck  a ffioe-maker’s  awl  into  his  forehead. 
The  lay  reftory  of  Iver,  to  which  a manor  is  annexed,  was  given  by  King  Ed- 
ward III.  to  the  church  of  Windfor,  and  came  again  to  the  crown  by  exchange. 
It  was  purchafed  of  the  Leigh  family,  who  had  been  a confiderable  time  in  poffeffion, 
by  Thomas  Bernard  efq.  treafurer  of  the  foundling  hofpital,  who  in  1800  fold  it 
to  the  prefent  proprietor,  Mr.  Sullivan,  who  is  patron  of  the  curacy.  Mr.  Bernard 
had  a feat  at  Iver,  now  the  property  of  Edward  Bury  efq. 

Robert  Bowyer,  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century,  founded  a free-fchool  at 
Iver,  and  endowed  it  with  a fum  of  money,  which  produces  an  income  of  about 
21I . per  annum. 

Thorney  is  the  principal  hamlet  in  this  parifh  ; Rifkins,  Sutton,  Shredding-Green, 
Grift,  Bengers,  Delaford,  and  Huntfmore,  are  in  the  pariffi.  An  aft  of  parliament, 
forinclofing  the  pariffi  of  Iver,  paffed  in  1800,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was 
affigned  in  lieu  of  the  impropriate  tithes,  the  lay  reftor  being  entitled  to  the  vicarial 
as  well  as  the  great  tithes : a fmall  allotment  near  the  workhoufe  was  affigned  for 
the  ufe  of  the  poor.  The  pariffi  is  ftated  in  the  aft  to  contain  2462  acres. 

Ivinghoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  is  a fmall 
market-town,  33  miles  from  London  by  way  of  King’s  Langley,  and  32  by  way 
of  Watford : it  lies  near  the  ancient  Ikeneld-Street.  A market  at  this  town,  on 
Thurfdays,  was  granted  to  the  biffiop  of  Winchefter,  in  1318:  the  prefent  market- 
day  is  Saturday,  but  the  market  is  fo  fmall  that  it  may  be  almoft  faid  to  be  aif- 
continued.  A fair  on  St.  Margaret’s-day  was  granted  in  1227,  another  on  the 
aflumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  the  charter  of  1318*  the  prefent  fairs  are 
May  6th,  and  October  17th.  The  manor  of  Ivinghoe  was  given  by  Edward  the 
Confeffor  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter  ; biffiop  Poynet  furrendered  it  to  the  crown. 
It  was  reftored  to  biffiop  White,  but  reaffumed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  granted  it, 
together  with  the  profits  of  the  market  and  fairs,  to  Sir  John  Mafon  : having  again 
reverted  to  the  crown,  it  was  given  to  Lord  Keeper  Egerton,  and  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  his  defcendant,  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 
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Berryfted-Houfe,  in  this  parilh,  is  laid  to  have  been  the  feat  of  Henry  de  Blots, 
bilhop  of  Winchefter,  brother  of  King  Stephen  ; it  is  now  a farm-houfe,  belonging 
to  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  is  a handfome  Gothic  building,  are  fome  memorials 
of  the  family  of  Buncombe,  who  had  a feat  in  this  parifh,  called  Barley-end  Houfe, 
now  the  property  and  refidence  of  their  reprefentative,  Mrs.  Lucy.  On  the  north, 
fide  of  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  altar-tomb,  with  an  effigies  of  the  deceafed,  faid  to- 
have  been  that  of  a brother  of  King  Stephen,  meaning  perhaps  Henry  de  Blois, 
bilhop  of  Winchefter : Browne  Willis  fuppofes  it  to  be  the  tomb  of  Peter 
Chaceport. 

The  great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  the  monaftery  of  Afheridge,  in  1413  : they 
are  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

The  principal  hamlets  in  this  parifh  are  AJlon , where  was  formerly  a chapel 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  Wardhurjl,  Ringshall,  Clipperfdown , and  St.  Margaret's . 
At  the  latter,  which  is  a populous  hamlet,  containing  about  three-fcore  houfes, 
and  is  diftant  about  five  miles  from  the  town  of  Ivinghoe,  are  the  remains  of  the 
monaftery  of  Murelley,  founded  by  Henry  de  Blois,  bilhop  of  Winchefter,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  I.  for  nuns  of  the  Benediftine  order,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret.. 
Its  revenues  were  valued  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  at  14I.  3s.  id.  The  fite, 
with  the  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  of  Murefley,  was  granted,  almoft  immediately  after 
the  diffolution,  to  Sir  John  Dance  : it  has  been  lately  fold  by  Mr.  George  Catherall, 
in  whofe  family  it  has  been  during  feveral  generations,  to  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Long-acre. 
The  building  was,  in  1802,  almoft  entire:  the  parlour  and  hall,  which  are  of 
Toternhoe  ftone,  appear  to  be  of  the  age  of  Henry  VII. 

Great-Kimbell,  or  Kimble,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wen- 
dover,  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Wendover.  The  manor  belonged  in 
the  fourteenth  century  to  Sir  Walter  Upton  knt.  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  having 
married  the  fecond  fon  of  Sir  Reginald  Hampden,  it  continued  many  years  in  this 
branch  of  the  Hampden  family,  who  afterwards,  on  a failure  of  iffiue  from  the  elder 
branch,  fucceeded  to  the  Great-Hampden  eftate.  About  the  year  1730,  this  manor 
was  fold  by  truftees,  afting  on  behalf  of  the  Hampden  family,  (under  an  aft  of 
parliament,  palled  in  1726,)  to  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  by  her  given 
to  her  grandfon,  John  Spencer.  From  him  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  Earl  Spencer, 
who,  in  1803,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Rickford,  by  whom  it  was  conveyed  the  fame  year  to- 
the  prefent  proprietor,  Scrope  Bernard  efq.  together  with  two  fubordinate  manors 
in  the  parilh,  called  Marlhall’s  and  Fennell’s-Grove,  alias  Whityngams.  Thefe 
manors,  which  comprife  the  hamlets  of  Marfli  and  Kimbell-wick,  were  purchafed. 
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by  the  Hampdens  at  an  early  period,  and  have  fince  paffed  with  the  fuperior  manor, 
which  in  fome  old  writings  is  called  Upton’s. 

An  a£t  of  parliament,  for  inclofing  this  parilh,  paffed  in  1 803,  when  allotments  of 
land  were  made  to  Mr.  Bernard,  and  other  impropriators  of  the  great  tithes,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Miffenden  abbey.  The  parfonage  houfe  and  chancel  are  now 
veiled  in  Mr.  Bernard.  Lord  Hampden  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  which  in  1799  was 
confolidated  with  Great-Hampden. 

Little-Kimbell  or  Kimble,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury  and  deanery  of 
Wendover,  lies  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Wendover.  The  manor* 
which  was  formerly  in  the  Hampdens,  paffed  by  a female  heir,  about  the  year  1553, 
to  Sir  George  Pawlet,  whofe  grandaughter,  Elizabeth,  brought  it  in  marriage  to 
Oliver  St.  John,  Ion  and  heir  of  Oliver  Lord  St.  John,  of  Bletfoe,  who,  jointly  with 
his  wife,  fold  it  about  the  year  1600,  to  Richard  Waller  efq.  of  Colelhill,  in  the 
parilh  of  Amerlham.  After  this,  the  manor  of  Little-Kimble  paffed  by  fale  to  the 
families  of  Serjeant  and  Bracy,  and  by  inheritance  or  marriage  to  the  families  of 
Croke  and  Ledwell.  In  1792  it  was  purchafed  of  William  Bridges  Ledwell  efq. 
of  Woodperry,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  by  Scrope  Bernard  efq.  of  Nether- 
Winchenden,  the  prefent  proprietor,  who  has  been  laying  out  grounds  with  an 
intention  of  building  at  this  place. 

The  advowfon  of  the  reftory  has  been  for  more  than  a century  in  the  family  of 
Chapman  : the  prefent  re£lor  is  both  patron  and  incumbent.  An  adt  of  parlia- 
ment paffed  in  1 803,  for  inclofmg  this  parilh,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned 
to  the  redlor  in  lieu  of  tithes : the  woodlands  Hill  continue  titheable*. 

Kingsey,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxford Ihire,  about  three  miles  well  of  Thame.  The  manor,  during  a 
great  part  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  was  in  the  family  of  Marney. 
At  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Spillers,  and  paffed  in  marriage,  with  the  daughter 
* and  foie  heir  of  Sir  Robert  Spiller,  to  the  Herberts  of  Tythorp,  (a  hamlet  of  this 
parilh,  fituated  in  Oxfordlhire,)  a younger  branch  of  the  Herberts,  Earls  of 
Pembroke.  It  is  now  in  moieties,  one  of  which  belongs  to  Mrs.  Anne  Herbert,  a 
maiden  lady,  filler  and  coheir  of  Philip  Herbert  efq.  the  lafl  heir  male  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  who  died  in  1749;  the  other  moiety  paffed  in  marriage  to 
Philip  Lord  Vifcount  Wenman,  father  of  the  late  Lord,  and  is  now  by  bequell 
the  property  of  Mifs  Bertie.  The  manfion,  fometimes  called  Kingfey,  and  fome- 
times  Tythorp-Houfe,  is  the  feat  of  Mrs.  Herbert. 

The  church,  which  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Haddenham,  is  now  a dif- 
tindt  vicarage,  in  the  gift  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochelter,  to  whom  the 
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great  tithes  are  appropriated.  The  leafe  of  the  tithes  has  long  been  veiled  in  the 
Herbert  family,  who  have  frequently,  as  leffees,  prefented  to  the  vicarage. 

Langley,  called  in  old  writings  Langley-Maries  or  Marys,  lies  in  the 
hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  about  two  miles  and  a half  to  the 
north-well  of  Colnbrook,  a part  of  which  is  in  this  parifh.  The  manor  came  to 
the  crown  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  by  reafon  of  the  minority  of  Ralph  Plaiz, 
coufm  and  heir  of  Aveline  Mountfichet,  and  though  afterwards  claimed  by  Elizabeth, 
Countefs  of  Oxford,  as  heir  of  the  faid  Ralph,  was  retained  by  the  crown  till  the 
year  1447,  when  it  was  granted  to  Eton  College'1.  Having  by  fome  exchange,  as 
is  fuppofed,  reverted  to  the  crown,  it  was  granted  for  life  to  Henry  Norris,  in,  1 523, 
and  to  John  Duke  of  Northumberland,  in  1564.  In  1626,  it  was  granted  in' fee, 
to  Sir  John  Kederininller,  whofe  family  had  been  long  refident  in  the  pariih.  His 
only  daughter  and  heir  married  Sir  John  Parfons,  of  Boveney,  whofe  fon  William, 
being  then  defcribed  as  of  Langley,  was  created  a baronet  in  1661,  and  was 
anceltor  of  the  prefent  Sir  Mark  Parfons  bart.  of  Epfom,  in  Surrey.  The 
executors  of  Sir  William  Parfons-,  the  firll  baronet,  fold  Langley  in  1669,  to  Henry 
Seymour  efq.  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  was  created  a baronet  in  1681.  His 
coufm  and  heir,  Sir  Edward  Seymour  bart.  fold  it  in  1714  to  Lord  Malham, 
of  whom  it  was  purchafed  in  1738,  by  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough.  An  aCl  of 
parliament  palled  in  1755,  for  re-building  the  houfe  at  Langley-park ; it  is  now 
the  property  and  feat  of  Sir  Robert  Batefon  Harvey  bart.  who  bought  the  park 
and  manor  in  1788,  of  the  prefent  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

The  Duke  of  Somerfet  conveyed  Parlaunt-park,  in  Langley,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Heneage,  in  1549.  It  has'  been  mentioned  under  Iver,  that  the  manor  of  Leving, 
alias  Parlaunt-park,  is  partly  in  Iver,  and  partly  in  this  pariih  : the  houfe  is  in 
Langley.  This  eltate  was  in  the  Pagets,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Bollon. 

Sir  Richard  Hobart  had  a feat  at  Langley,  to  which  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Henry 
King,  bilhop  of  Chichelter,  retired  during  the  protectorate  of  the  Cromwells. 

Langley  has  a parochial  chapel,  (fubjeft  to  the  mother  church  of  Wyardifbury,) 
in  which  are  memorials  of  the  family  of  Kederininller.  The  Kederminlter  aifle 
is  feparated  from  the  nave  by  a Gothic  fcreen,  executed  by  Coade  of  Lambeth,  and 
ereCled  in  1792,  at  the  expence  of  Sir  R.  B.  Harvey.  In  this  aifle  is  the  monument 
of  the  late  David  Harvey  efq.  who  died  in  1788,  put  up  by  his  nephew,  the  prefent 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Langley,  who  inherited  a confiderable  part  of  his  fortune, 
and  has  taken  the  name  of  Harvey  in  addition  to  that  of  Batefon. 

At  the  fouth  end  of  this  chapel,  feparated  by  an  ancient  fcreen,  is  a finall  library, 
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confining  chiefly  of  books  of  divinity,  left  for  public  ufe,  by  Sir  John  Keder- 
minller,  with  an  exprefs  injunction  that  no  book  Ihould  ever  be  taken  out  of  it. 
The  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  the  church  of  Windfor,  were  lately  purchafed 
under  the  aft  for  the  redemption  of  the  land-tax,  by  Mr.  Nalh  of  Upton.  They 
are  fubject  to  a payment  of  20I.  per  annum  to  the  vicar.  The  dean  and  chapter 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

There  are  two  alms-houfes  at  Langley,  one  of  them  was  founded  by  Sir  John 
Kederminfler  for  fix  poor  perfons,  each  of  whom  receives  a weekly  allowance  of 
about  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence.  The  other  alms-houfe  was  founded  for  two  poor 
men  and  two  women,  by  Henry  Seymour  efq.  whofe  nephew.  Captain  Henry 
Seymour,  in  1733,  bequeathed  the  fum  of  200I.  to  purchafe  lands  for  its  better 
fupport.  The  alms-people  in  this  houfe,  who  receive  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence 
a week  each,  are  appointed  by  truftees,  of  whom  the  vicar  is  one.  There  are 
three  overfeers  for  the  parilh  of  Langley,  one  for  the  diftriCl  of  Weftmoor,  one 
for  Huntfmore,  and  one  for  Colnbrook. 

The  north  fide  of  Colnbrook,  excepting  two  houfes,  which  are  in  Iver,  is  in 
this  parilh.  This  town,  which  lies  on  the  Bath  road,  at  the  diftance  of  17  miles 
from  London,  takes  its  name  from  the  fmall  river  Coin  : it  has  been  fuppofed  by 
fome  to  have  been  the  Pontes  of  Antoninus.  The  town  was  incorporated  in  the 
year  1543,  by  the  ftyle  of  Bailiff  and  Burgeffes : a market  on  Tuefdays,  and 
two  fairs,  were  granted  by  the  fame  charter.  Two  other  fairs  were  granted  in  1613, 
and  the  town  had  a new  charter  of  Incorporation  in  1632.  The  market  has  been 
difcontinued  above  twenty  years  : the  fairs,  which  were  held  on  Lady-day,  St.  Mark, 
St.  James,  and, St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude,  are  now  reduced  to  two,  which  are  held  on 
the  5th  of  April  and  the  3d  of  May. 

An  ancient  chantry  chapel  at  Colnbrook,  which  continued  to  be  ufed  for  divine 
fervice  after  the  reformation,  was  endowed  in  1682,  by  George  Townfend  efq. 
with  a moiety  of  the  rents  of  certain  tenements  in  Cradle-alley,  Drury-lane. 
Mr.  Townfend  diredts  by  his  will,  that  the  donative  of  this  chapel  fhall  be  con- 
ferred, when  void,  on  one  of  his  exhibitioners  at  Pembroke  College,  in  Oxford, 
who  had  been  educated  at  Crypt  fchool,  in  Gloucefter.  The  chapel  was  removed 
from  its  old  fite  in  Langley  parilh,  about  the  year  T790,  and  rebuilt  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  road  in  the  parilh  of  Horton. 

Lathbury,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  a mile  north  of 
Newport-Pagnell,  near  the  road  to  Northampton.  There  are  two  manors  in  this 
parilh,  one  of  which,  called  the  Abbey-manor,  palfed  by  a female  heir  from  the 
family  of  Bidun  to  the  Gatifdens,  who  gave  it  in  the  year  1272  to  Lavendon-abbey.. 
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At  the  reftoration  it  was  granted,  together  with  the  impropriate  tithes  and  the 
advowfon  of  the  curacy  or  donative,  to  Chrift-Church  College,  in  Oxford.  The 
other  manor  was  alfo  in  the  Biduns,  and  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families  of 
Albini,  Sadelyng,  Stanes,  and  Vaux  : on  the  attainder  of  Lord  Vaux,  it  was 
given  to  Sir  Ralph  Haftings,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  noble 
family  of  Grey.  It  was  fold  by  William  Lord  Grey,  to  the  Marquis  of  North- 
ampton, and  by  him  to  the  family  of  Cave,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to 
the  Newdegates  and  Hampdens.  The  Andrewes  family  became  poffeffed  of  it  by 
purchafe  about  the  year  1599  ; Henry  Andrewes  efq.  of  Lathbury,  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1661 the  title  is  extinft.  The  manor  is  now  in  moieties,  between  Manfell 
Dawkins  Manfell  efq.  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Dalway,  under  the  will  of  Mrs.  Jane 
Symes,  whofe  mother  purchafed  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Andrewes  family. 
Mr.  Manfell  has  lately  built  a new  houfe,  in  which  he  refides,  on  the  fite  of  a 
manfion,  which  was  eredted  in  or  about  the  reign  of  James  I.  by  Sir  Wm.  Andrewes 
knt.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Andrewes  family.  The  late  learned 
Dr.  Chelfum,  who  diftinguilhed  himfelf  as  a defender  of  Chriftianity  againft  the 
attacks  of  Gibbon  the  hiftorian,  had  for  fome  time  the  donative  of  Lathbury, 
which  is,  as  before  obferved,  in  the  patronage  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chrift- 
Church.  The  college  always  grants  the  incumbent  a beneficial  leafe  of  the  great 
tithes. 

Anthony  Cave  founded  a grammar-fchool  at  Lathbury,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  endowed  it  with  12I.  per  annum , for  a mafler  to  be  nominated  by 
Chrift-Church  College,  and  gave  two  exhibitions  of  61.  each  to  the  fcholars,  one 
of  whom  was  to  be  of  Chrift-Church.  This  endowment  has  been  loft : the  fchool- 
houfe  was  pulled  down  in  1698,  and  the  materials  ufed  in  repairing  the  curate’s 
dwelling. 

Lavendon,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Bedfordfhire,  nearly  three  miles  north-eaft  of  Olney  ; it  had  formerly  a market  on 
Tuefdays,  granted  in  1248  to  Paulinus  Peyvre,  together  with  a fair  on  the  feftival 
of  the  affumption  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ’.  The  market  has  been  long  difcontinued  j 
a fmall  fair  is  held  annually  on  the  Tuefday  before  Eafter.  In  this  parifh  was  an 
abbey  of  Premonftratenfian  monks,  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  by  John  de 
Bidun,  a baron,  in  honour  of  St.  John  Baptift.  Its  revenues  were  eftimated, 
when  it  was  diffolved  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  at  79I.  13s.  8d.  clear  yearly  value. 
The  fite,  together  with  the  abbey  manor,  was  granted  in  1544  to  Sir  Edmund 
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Peckham,  who  had  for  fome  years  been  leflee  under  the  crown,  and  afterwards 
to  Sir  Rowland  Heywood.  About  the  year  1676,  it  was  purchafed  by  the  father  of 
Dr.  Newton,  founder  of  Hertford  College,  in  Oxford,  who  made  the  fite  of  the 
abbey  his  refidence.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings,  which, 
by  the  report  of  the  commiffioners,  appear  to  have  been  in  ruins  in  1534,  before 
the  monaftery  was  dilfolved.  The  Abbey-manor,  or  grange,  is  now  the  property 
of  the  Rev.  Simon  Adams,  whofe  father.  Knightly  Adams  efq.  married  Jane,  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  Dr.  Newton. 

The  Cattle-manor  is  fo  called  from  a cattle,  which  probably  was  the  feat  of 
the  ancient  baronial  family  of  Bidun,  by  whom  the  abbey  was  founded : it  was 
afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  Peyvres  and  Zouches ; of  the  latter  it  was  purchafed 
in  1527,  by  Lord  Mordaunt,  whofe  defcendant  fold  it,  about  the  year  1630,  to  the 
Comptons : it  is  now  the  property  of  Farrer  Grove  Spurgeon  Farrer  efq.  whofe 
grandfather,  William  Farrer  efq.  purchafed  it  of  the  Comptons.  There  is  a farm- 
houfe  on  the  fite  of  the  cattle,  of  which  there  are  no  other  remains  than  a moat, 
and  fome  veftiges  of  buildings.  It  appears  by  an  ancient  inttitution  to  the  vicarage 
of  Lavendon,  now  in  the  regiftry  of  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  that  the  cattle  was 
{landing  in  the  year  1232,  fmce  it  is  ftated  in  the  record  of  the  inttitution,  that  the 
abbot  of  Lavendon  was  bound  to  provide  a chaplain,  to  officiate  in  the  chapel  of 
St.  Mary,  in  Lavendon-eaftle. 

The  manor  of  Uphoe , a hamlet  of  this  pariffi,  has  been  fome  time  in  the  Farrer 
family,  and  is  now  the  property  of  F.  G.  S.  Farrer  efq.  The  manor,  or  reputed 
manor  of  Snellfon , another  hamlet  of  this  pariffi,  on  the  confines  of  Bedfordffiire, 
was  fold  by  the  Mordaunts,  to  the  Comptons,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  by  the 
father  of  Charles  Chefter  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  The  manor,  or  reputed 
manor  of  Adderfey , in  this  pariffi,  now  the  property  of  Philip  Skeen  efq.  was  pur- 
chafed of  Lord  Hinchinbroke,  (now  Earl  of  Sandwich:)  it  had  belonged  fome 
time  before  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax. 

In  the  pariffi  church  is  the  monument  of  Dr.  Newton  above-mentioned,  and 
memorials  for  others  of  his  family.  The  pariffi  of  Lavendon  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  ad  of  parliament,  patted  in  1801,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the 
vicar,  in  lieu  of  the  vicarage,  and  a portion  of  the  great  tithes  to  which  he  was 
entitled : allotments  were  affigned  alfo  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Mr.  Farrer,  and 
Mr.  Chefter,  in  lieu  of  their  feveral  portions  of  tithes,  which  had  formerly  been 
appropriated  to  the  abbey.  The  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  Gerard  Noel  efq.  who  in- 
herited the  advowfon,  with  other  eftates  from  his  uncle,  the  late  Earl  of  Gainfborough, 
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Lee,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Windfor,  lies  about  three 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Wendover.  The  manor  is  the  property  of  Henry  Deering 
efq.  in  right  of  his  wife,  heirefs  of  the  family  of  Plaiftowe,  for  whom  there  are 
fome  memorials  in  the  parifh  church,  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Wefton-Turville. 
James  Oldham  Oldham  efq.  is  patron  of  the  donative,  as  proprietor  of  Miflenden- 
abbey  and  its  demefnes.  Lee  was  dependant  on  that  monaftery  at  the  time  of  the 
reformation,  and  divine  fervice  was  performed  there  by  one  of  the  monks : when 
Miflenden-abbey  was  diflolved,  he  had  an  addition  to  his  penfion  afligned  him  in 
confideration  of  his  continuing  to  ferve  the  cure. 

Lekhamsted,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  three 
miles  and  a half  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  was  anciently 
in  the  Chaffillons,  who  held  it  under  the  honor  of  Mandeville ; before  the  year 
1398,  it  pafled,  by  purchafe,  to  the  Gernons,  and  from  them  defcended,  by  female 
heirs,  to  the  Tilneys  and  Greenways  : Sir  Anthony  Greenway  fold  it,  about  the 
year  1631,  to  the  Pyes.  Sir  Edmund  Pye  of  Lekhamfted,  who  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1641,  was  fucceeded  in  this  ellate  by  his  daughter,  the  Hon.  Catherine 
Weft  ; on  her  death  it  became  the  property  of  her  niece  Martha,  fifter  of  the  laft 
Lord  Lovelace,  who  married  Lord  Henry  Beauclerk.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
their  fon,  the  Rev.  Henry  Beauclerk,  who  is  alfo  patron  and  incumbent  of  the 
redory.  Mr. Beauclerk  has  another  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Heyborne-fields  manor, 
which,  having  been  for  a conftderable  time  in  the  family  of  Greene,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  became  the  property  of  the  Wentworths  of  Lil- 
Iingftone-Lovell,  and  pafled  from  them,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Creflwells,  Mrs. 
Creflwell  bequeathed  it  to  Mr.  Beauclerk’s  mother. 

The  manor,  or  reputed  manor  of  Lekhamfted-Parva,  alias  Lymes-end,  with 
Naft-end,  belonged  to  the  Tyrells  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
find  is  claimed  by  their  reprefentative,  Thomas  Sheppard  efq.  of  Thornton,  who 
gives  a deputation  for  the  manor.  Samuel  Athawes  efq.  has  alfo  given  a deputation 
for  the  manor  of  Lymes-end,  as  pofleflor  of  an  eftate  at  this  place,  purchafed  of 
the  Tyrrells. 

In  the  church  is  a tablet,  very  rudely  executed,  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Anthony 
Greenway  the  elder,  who  died  in  1619. 

Lillingstone-Dayrell,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies 
nearly  five  miles  to  the  north  of  the  county-town.  The  manor  belonged  anciently 
to  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham,  from  them  it  pafled,  by  female  heirs,  to  the 
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Bolbecs  and  Veres,  under  whom,  as  lords  of  the  fee,  it  was  held,  at  a very  early 
period,  by  the  ancient  family  of  Dayrell,  who  came  over  with  William  the  Con- 
queror. They  fettled  at  Lillingftone  before  the  year  1200,  and  before  1306,  be- 
came poffelfed  of  the  fee  of  the  manor,  which  has  ever  fince  continued  in  the  family 
by  lineal  defcent  in  the  male  line,  being  now  the  property  of  Paul  Dayrell  efq. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  Dorothy  Haddon,  (of  the  Dayrell  family,) 
mother  of  Dr.  Walter  Haddon,  one  of  the  mailers  of  requells  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth',  who  employed  him  in  various  embaffies.  We  are  told  that  he 
was  in  great  elleem  for  his  eloquence  and  learning.  Some  of  his  works  are  extant, 
among  which  is  a volume  of  Latin  Poems.  He  was  the  author  of  numerous  epi- 
taphs on  eminent  perfons  of  his  time  : that  on  his  mother,  in  Lillingftone  church, 
is  not  a very  favourable  fpecitnen  of  his  poetical  talents.  In  this  church  are  feveral 
memorials  of  the  Dayrells,  the  moll  ancient  is  the  tomb  of  Paul  Dayrell,  who 
died  in  1491  ; the  lateft,  that  of  Richard  Dayrell  efq.  who  died  in  1801,  being 
the  thirty-firft  male  heir  of  the  family.  Mr.  Dayrell  is  patron  of  the  redory. 

Linchlade,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotllow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Bedfordlhire,  about  two  miles  north-weft  of  Leighton-Buzzard.  It  had 
formerly  a market  on  Thurfdays,  granted  to  William  de  Beauchamp  in  1251.  A 
fair  was  granted  by  the  fame  charter,  to  be  held  for  eight  days  at  Lady-day.  About 
that  time  there  was  a great  refort  of  pilgrims,  and  frequent  proceflions  made  to  a 
holy  well  at  Linchlade,  which  were  prohibited  in  1299,  by  a mandate  of  Oliver 
Sutton,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  who  feverely  cenfures  fuch  refort  to  a profane  (meaning, 
it  is  probable)  an  unconfecrated  place.  The  vicar,  who,  for  his  own  emolument, 
had  encouraged  thefe  pilgrimages,  was  cited  to  appear  in  the  bifhop’s  court.  The 
mandate  is  printed  in  Gunton’s  Hiftory  of  Peterborough  a. 

The  manor  of  Linchlade  was  anciently  in  the  Beauchamps,  barons  of  Bedford, 
from  whom  it  pafled,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Mowbrays.  It  was  held  under  them 
by  the  family  of  Lucy,  from  whom  it  pafled,  by  marriage,  to  the  Corbets.  Sarah, 
widow  of  Sir  Vincent  Corbet  bart.  being  poffelfed  of  this  manor,  was  created 
Vifcountefs  Linchlade,  in  1675:  the  title  was  limited  to  her  life.  Linchlade  is 
now  the  property  of  Andrew  Corbet  efq.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  given  by 
Simon  de  Beauchamp,  to  the  priory  of  Chickfand,  are  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Corbet,  who  is  patron  of  the  donative.  In  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of 
Major  Charles  Shipman,  who  died  in  1797,  at  the  age  of  98. 
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Great  Linford,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  nearly  three 
miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Newport  Pagnell.  In  the  reign  of  King  John,  the 
manor  belonged  to  Geffrey  de  Gibwen,  fome  time  one  of  his  majefty’s  juftices- 
itinerant.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  Pipards,  from  whom  it  pafied  to  the  Botelers. 
Upon  the  attainder  of  James  Boteler,  Earl  of  Wiltfhire,  King  Edward  IV.  granted 
this  manor  to  Richard  Middleton  efq.  and  his  heirs  male b.  It  foon  reverted  to  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  in  1467,  to  the  Princefs  Elizabeth',  who  became  the 
queen  of  Henry  VII.  It  feems  to  have  been  afterwards  reftored  to  the  St.  Legers, 
as  reprefentatives,  in  the  female  line,  of  the  Botelers,  for  it  appears  that  Sir  George 
St.  Leger  exchanged  it  for  other  lands,  with  King  Henry  VIII.  Queen  Elizabeth 
granted  it  to  Richard  Campion  and  John  Thompfon.  It  was  purchafed  of  the 
Thompfons,  about  the  year  1632,  by  Sir  Robert  Napier,  whofe  heirs  fold  it  about 
1679,  to  Sir  William  Pritchard,  alderman  of  London.  By  his  bequeft,  it  became 
the  property  of  his  relation d,  Thomas  Uthwatt  efq.  Upon  the  deceafe  of  Mrs. 
Uthwatt,  lady  of  the  manor,  in  1800,  it  devolved  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Uthwatt 
Andrewes,  who  has  fince  taken  the  name  of  Uthwatt,  which  is  to  be  affumed  by 
his  iffue  male,  when  they  fhall  fucceed  and  come  into  adual  poffeflion  of  the  eftates, 
devifed  by  the  will  of  his  godfather  and  relation,  Henry  Uthwatt  efq.  of  Great 
Linford,,  bearing  date  1 757. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  William  Pritchard  above-mentioned,, 
who  died  in  the  year  1704.  He  was  prefident  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  whera 
he  ereded  a convenient  apartment,  at  his  own  expence,  for  performing  the  operation 
of  cutting  for  the  Hone.  He  founded  an  alms-houfe  at  Great  Linford,  for  fix  poor 
men,  who  receive  from  his  endowment  an  allowance  of  is.  6d.  each  weekly,  and  a 
fchool,  with  a falary  of  1 ol.  per  annum  for  the  mailer.  Mr.  Uthwatt  is-  patron  cf 
the  redory. 

Dr.  Richard  Sandy,  alias  Napier,  who  was  prefented  to  this  redory  in  1589, 
was  a very  remarkable  charader  : he  was  fbn  of  Sir  Robert  Napier,  of  Luton  Hoo, 
in  Bedfordihire,  and  having  been  inflruded  in  phyfic  and  ailrology,  by  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Simon  Forman,  commenced  the  profeffion  of  thofe  fciences,  in  conjundion  with 
the  cure  of  fouls  : his  pradice  as  a phyfician  became  very  exteniive,  it  being  given 
out  that  he  held  converfations  with  the  angel  Raphael,  by  means  of  which,  he 
prognoilicated  with  certainty,  the  death  or  recovery  of  his  patients.  This  procured 
him  great  credit  in  a fuperftitious  age,  and  he  was  reforted  to  by  perfons  of  the  firflr 

b Pat.  I Edw.  IV.  c Pat.  7 Edw.  IV.  d It  lias  been  laid  that  Sir  William  Pritchard 

bequeathed  this  eftate  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital;  bat  it  appears  by  the  will,  that  the  bequeft  to 
that  hofpital  was  only  in  the  event  of  a failure  of  heirs,  according  to  the  entail. 
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rank  and  confequence.  It  appears  by  a paflage  in  Howell’s  Familiar  Letters,  that  the- 
Earl  of  Sunderland  (lord  prefident  of  the  north)  was  under  his  care  for  fome 
months,  at  his  houfe  at  Linford,  in  1629.  It  was  faid  of  this  empiric  divine,  that 
he  was  fo  devout,  that  his  knees  grew  horny  by  much  praying,  and  that  he  died  in 
that  pofture,  at  a great  age,  in  the  year  1634.  His  burial  is  thus  entered  in  the 
parilh  regifter,  “ April  15,  1634.  Buried,  Mr.  Richard  Napier,  redor,  the  moll 
renowned  phyftcian  both  of  body  and  foul.”  Dr.  Napier’s  papers  came  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Aftimole,  and  are  now  in  the  mufeuin  at  Oxford. 

Little  Linford,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  three 
miles  to  the  north-well  of  Newport-Pagnell.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the 
Pagnells,  from  whom  it  pafled,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  families  of  Somery,  Botetort, 
Burnell,  and  Bermingham.  Having  been  purchafed  of  the  lall-mentioned  family, 
by  the  Botelers,  it  pafled  with  Great  Linford,  till  about  the  year  1658,  when  it  was 
purchafed  of  the  Thompfons,  by  Kilpin  and  others,  and  by  them  fold  to  an  anceftor 
of  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Rev.  Primat  Knapp,  who  is  patron  of  the  curacy. 

The  church  of  Little  Linford,  now  a feparate  parilh,  was  formerly  a chapel  of 
eafe  to  Newport-Pagnell,  and  was  given  by  the  Pagnells  to  Tickford  Priory.  The 
inhabitants  of  Little  Linford  bury  their  dead  at  Haverlham,  excepting  the  family  of 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  for  whom  there  are  fome  monuments  in  the  church.  : 

Loughton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  three  miles  fouth- 
eaff  of  Stony-Stratford,  near  the  great  road  to  London.  The  manor  was  in  the 
family  of  Ardres,  from  1358  to  1414,  afterwards,  fucceflively  in  the  families  of 
Rulhby,  Lucy,  Hopper,  and  Crane.  In  1655  ^ was  fold,  together  with  the  manor 
of  Little  Loughton,  (which  had  been  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Wolverton, 
Loughton,  Edy,.  Pigot,  and  Crane,)  to  the  Holts,  who  continued  poflefled  of  them 
till  within  thefe  few  years.  They  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Swan.  The  demefnes 
of  the  manor  of  Great  Loughton  were  fold  to  the  Alftons,  and  by  them,  about 
the  year  1699,  to  the  Hanflapes..  They  are  now,  by  defcent,  the  property  of  Mr.. 
Gee,  of  Newport. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  for  the  family  of  Crane.  The  maker  and 
fcholars  of  Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge,  are  patrons  of  the  redory.  The  parifh 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1768,  when  an  allotment  of 
land  was  afiigned  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Ludgershall,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  fix.  miles  and  a half  from  Bice  ft  re,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  nearly  twelve  miles 
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north-weft  of  Aylefbury.  There  was  formerly  an  alien  hofpital  or  priory  at  this  place, 
fubordinate  to  the  priory  of  Santingfield,  in  Picardy.  Upon  the  confifcation  of 
the  property  of  alien  priories,  this  hofpital,  with  its  lands,  was  given  by  King 
Henry  VI.  to  Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge. 

The  manor  of  Ludgerfhall  was  anciently  in  the  baronial  family  of  Traylly. 
William  de  Luder,  bifhop  of  Ely,  who  died  feifed  of  it  in  1 297  % held  it  by  leafe 
fora  term  of  years,  under  the  Trayllysf.  In  1335,  it  was. granted  by  King  Ed- 
ward III.  to  Sir  John  Molins,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  paffed,  with  his  other  eftates, 
to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haftings.  At  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Bcrlafe 
family,  from  whom  it  paffed,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  Warrens.  It.  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Rev.  Claudius  Martyn,  whofe  mother  (relid  of  the  late  profeffor  of 
botany,  at  Cambridge,)  purchafed  it  in  1784,  of  the  prefent  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren  K.  B.  Mr.  Martyn  is  patron  alfo  of  the  redory,  and  incumbent. 

The  parifh  of  Ludgerfhall  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  in 
1777.  An  allotment  was  given  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the  redor.  Two-thirds  of  the 
tithes  of  this  parifh  belonged  formerly  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Bermondfey, 
having  been  given  to  that  monaflery  by  Geffrey  de  Traylly,  in  ngoe. 

Kings  wood  and  Tctchwick  are  hamlets  of  this  parifh : Kingfwood  maintains  its 
own  poor. 

The  manor  of  Tetchwiclc  was  in  the  year  1614,  divided  between  the  three  co- 
heireffes  of  Sir  William  Hawtrey.  Sir  Henry  Croke,  who  married  one  of  thefe 
coheireffes,  fold  his  fhare  in  1615,  to  Robert  Jenkinfon,  citizen  and  Merchant- 
Taylor,  whofe  defcendant,  Sir  Robert  Jenkinfon  bart.  conveyed  it  in  1703,  to 
Edward  Mitchell : after  fome  intermediate  conveyances,  it  is  now  the  property  of 
Mr.  Hollier,  who  gives  a deputation  for  the  manor. 

Great  Marlow,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe, 
diflant  about  3 1 miles  from  London,  has  been  a market  town  by  long  prefcription, 
as  appears  from  its  ancient  name  of  Chipping-Marlow.  It  fent  members  to  parlia- 
ment as  early  as  the  year  1299,  but  after  the  year  1308,  this  ancient  privilege  was 
difufed  till  1622,  when  it  was  reflored  by  ad  of  parliament.  The  right  of  eledion 
is  in  the  inhabitants  paying  fcot  and  lot : the  government  of  the  town  is  vefted  in 
conftables,  who  are  the  returning  officers.  I11  the  year  1599,  John  Rotheram,  of 
Seymours,  in  this  parifh,  left  the  fum  of  4 cl.  towards  procuring  a charter  of  in- 
corporation, and  reviving  a market  to  be  kept  weekly,  the  profits  of  which  fhould 

4 

* Rennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.331.  1 Placit,  &c.  in  Com.  Bucks,  in  Turn  London, 
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be  vefced  in  the  corporation ; but  his  intention  never  took  effeCt.  The  market, 
which  appears  to  have  been  then  difcontinued,  has  been  revived,  and  is  held  on 
Saturdays.  In  1324,  Hugh  de  Spencer  had  a grant  of  a fair  at  Marlow.  There 
are  now  two  fairs  held,  on  the  fecond  and  third  of  May,  and  the  29th  of  October. 
The  latter  is  a great  fair  for  horfes.  The  town  and  parifh  of  Great  Marlow,  ac- 
cording to  the  returns  made  to  parliament,  under  the  population  act  in  1801,  then 
contained  643  houfes,  of  which  26  were  uninhabited.  The  number  of  inhabitants 
was  3236,  of  whom  1436  were  males,  1800  females:  the  number  of  perfons 
employed  chiefly  in  agriculture,  was  236,  and  thofe  in  trade,  manufacture,  aud 
handicraft,  306. 

The  manor  of  Marlow,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Earls  of  Mercia,  was  given 
by  William  the  Conqueror,  to  his  Queen  Matilda.  Henry  the  Firft,  bellowed  it  on 
his  natural  fon,  Robert  de  Melhent,  afterwards  Earl  of  Gloucelter,  from  whom  it 
palTed,  with  that  title,  to  the  Clares  and  Defpencers,  and  from  the  latter,  by  female 
heirs,  to  the  Beauchamps  and  Nevilles,  Earls  of  Warwick.  It  continued  in  the 
crown  from  the  time  of  Richard  the  Third’s  marriage  with  Anne  Neville,  till 
Queen  Mary  granted  it  to  William  Lord  Paget,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  more 
than  a century ; after  which,  it  paffed,  by  purchafe,  to  Sir  Humphrey  Winch,  in 
1670  ; to  Lord  Falkland  in  1686  ; to  Sir  James  Etheridge  in  1690  ; to  Sir  John 
Guife  in  1718  ; and  to  Sir  William  Clayton  in  1736.  It  is  now  the  property  of 
Sir  William  Clayton  bart.  a defcendant  of  the  lalt  purchafer. 

Harleyford,  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Clayton,  was  formerly  a diltinCt  manor,  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  Cawood.  It  was  annexed  to  the  manor  of  Marlow,  by 
the  firft  Lord  Paget,  who  made  it  one  of  his  feats.  His  great  grandfon,  William 
Lord  Paget,  redded  here  during  the  civil  war.  Harleyford  has  continued  to  be  the 
refidence  of  the  fubfequent  proprietors  of  the  manor,  moll  of  whom  have  repre- 
fented  the  borough  of  Marlow  in  parliament.  Sir  James  Etheridge  was  one  of  its 
members  during  the  whole  of  King  William’s  reign.  The  old  manfion,  which  was 
very  fpacious,  was  pulled  down  in  the  year  1755  ; and  the  prefent  houfe,  which 
Hands  in  a fmgularly  beautiful  fituation  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  was  then  built, 
after  a defign  of  Sir  Robert  Taylor. 

The  manor  of  Widmer,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  to  the  knights  templars,  and 
after  the  diifolution  of  their  order,  to  the  knights  hofpitallers.  After  the  reformation, 
it  belonged  for  tome  time  to  the  Widmers,  an  ancient  family,  who  feem  to  have 
taken  their  name  from  the  place,  and  it  is  probable,  had  been  tenants  under  the 
hofpitallers.  About  the  year  1634,  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Borlafes,  from  whom 
it  palTed,  by  marriage,  to  the  Grenvilles.  The  late  Earl  Temple  fold  it,  about  the 
year  1747,  to  Mr.  Moore,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed  in  1766,  by  William  Clayton 
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efq.  father  of  Sir  William  Clayton  bart.  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  Part  of 
the  manor-houfe  (now  a farm)  is  very  ancient.  The  chapel  has  been  converted 
into  a brew-houfe. 

The  manor  of  Seymours,  in  this  parifh,  belonged  to  the  noble  family  of  that 
name,  and  was  given  by  them  in  exchange,  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Briflol, 
under  whom  it  was  fucceflively  held  on  leafe,  by  the  Willoughbys  of  Wollaton, 
and  the  Earls  of  Powist  They  refided  occafionally  in  the  manor-houfe,  till  the 
great  civil  war,  when  it  was  nearly  deflroyed.  The  leafe  continued  in  the  Powis 
family  till  after  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Powis,  in  1748.  It  is  now  veiled  in 
Mr.  Johnfon. 

Court-Garden,  the  feat  of  Richard  Davenport  efq.  belonged  to  the  noble  family 
-of  Paget,  and  was  referved  by  them  long  after  the  manor  had  been  alienated.  In 
1748  it  was  fold  by  Henry,  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  to  Dr.  Battie,  an  eminent  phyfician, 
who  built  the  houfe. 

The  parilh  church  of  Marlow  is  a fpacious  Gothic  ftrudure,  and  has  a wooden 
fpire,  ereded  in  1627.:  between  the  nave  and  chancel,  is  a fcreen  of  chalk,  with 
Gothic  tracery.  A neat  baptillry  was  fitted  up,  and  a new  marble  font  given  by 
the  late  vicar,  Dr.  Cleobury.  The  moft  remarkable  monuments  are  thofe  of  Sir 
Miles  Hobart,  one  of  the  members  for  this  borough,  who  was  killed  by  the  over- 
turning of  his  coach,  as  it  was  going  down  Holborn-hill,  in  1632  ; and  Katherine, 
wife  of  Sir  William  Willoughby,  who  was  Iheriff  of  the  county  in  1603.  There 
are  fome  memorials  for  the  families  of  Clayton,  Chafe,  &c.  In  the  chancel  are  a 
few  brafs  plates,  one  of  which- commemorates  fome  children  of  Sir  John  Salifbury, 
who  died  in  1383. 

The  redory  was  appropriated  by  John  Ruffell,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  in  1494,  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  Tewkfbury,  after  the  diUblution  of  which  monaftery  it  was 
given  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Glouceller,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage.  Part  of  the  ancient  redorial  houfe  (till  remains,  the  great  hall  is  now 
ufed  as  a kitchen.  The  fum  of  80I.  per  annum  is  paid  to  the  vicar  out  of  the  im- 
propriation. Mrs.  Hawes,  in  1749,  gave  a rent-charge  of  10I.  per  annum  to  the 
vicar.  Mr.  Drewe  gave  20I.  per  annum  for  a ledure  on  Tuefdays  or  Thurfdays. 
This  ledurefhip  has  been  ufually  held  by  the  vicar.  Anthony  Ellys,  bifhop  of  St. 
David’s,  was  vicar  of  Marlow  from  1729  to  1753. 

The  book  of  church-wardens’  accounts  in  this  parifh,  makes  mention  of  a fum 
of  money,  difburfed  for  throwing  in  the  bulwarks  about  the  church  and  in  Duck- 
lane,  and  cleaning  the  church  after  the  foldiers  had  been  quartered  in  it,  in  1642. 
This  was,  when  the  parliamentary  army,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Brown,  was  quartered  at  Marlow.  The  fum  of  five  ihillings  appears  to  have  been 
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paid  to  the  ringers,  when  the  unfortunate  monarch  palled  through  the  town  as  a 
prifoner,  in  1647. 

Sir  William  Borlafe  founded  a free-fchool  in  Marlow,  in  the  year  1624,  for  24 
boys,  three  of  whom  are  to  be  of  Medmenham,  three  of  Little-Marlow,  and  the 
remainder  of  this  town.  The  mailer  has  a falary  of  16I.  per  annum,  a houfe, 
garden,  and  a large  pallure  field.  An  apprentice  fee  of  40s.  is  given  to  each  boy 
when  he  leaves  the  fchool.  Sir  William  founded  aifo  a houfe  of  correction,  apd  a 
fchool  for  24  girls,  who  were  to  be  taught  to  fpin,  few,  and  make  lace,  but  this 
inllitution  has  not  been  kept  up. 

John  Brinkhurlt,  in  1608  founded  alms-houfes  for  four  poor  widows,  two  more 
have  fince  been  added,  out  of  the  favings  of  the  ellate,  which  now  produces  42I. 
per  annum.  There  are  feveral  other  benefactions  belonging  to  the  town,  the  moll 
important  is  that  of  iocoI.  left  by  Mr.  Loftin  in  1759,  for  the  purpofe  of  ap- 
prenticing poor  children. 

There  has  been  a bridge  over  the  Thames  at  Marlow  from  a very  early  period. 
Mention  is  made  of  it  in  a record  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  Part  of  Marlow 
bridge  was  deltroyed  by  General  Brown,  when  his  army  was  quartered  in  the  town 
in  1642,  in  confequence  of  which,  parliament  ilfued  a warrant  for  a county  rate  to 
repair  it.  The  prefent  bridge,  which  is  of  wood,  was  built  by  fubfcription  in  the 
year  1789. 

The  fecond  department'1  of  the  Royal  Military  College,  a more  particular  account 
of  which  will  be  found  under  liigh-Wycombe,  has  been  for  fome  years  placed  at 
Great  Marlow ; where  it  is  intended  to  remain  till  the  building  about  to  be  ereCted 
for  the  whole  ellablilhment,  at  Sandhurll,  in  Berklhire,  lhall  be  completed. 

Little-Marlow,  in  the  hundred  of  Delborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe, 
lies  two  miles  to  the  north-eall  of  Great-Marlow.  At  this  place  was  a finall  con- 
vent of  Benedictine  nuns,  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  Geffrey  Lord  Spepcer,  before 
the  reign  of  King  John,  in  honor  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Its  revenues  wrere  valued 
in  1534,  at  23I.  3s.  7d.  per  annum : it  was  then  given  to  Bilham  Abbey.  The 
general  diffolution  of  monafteries  followed  within  a few  years,  when  the  fite  of  the 
convent  at  Marlow  was  granted  to  Tytley  and  Reft  wold.  Browne  Willis  de- 
fcribes  the  chapel  and  hall  of  this  nunnery,  as  remaining  in  his  time.  The  hall, 
which  was  60  feet  in  length,  was  pulled  down  in  1740.  There  are  now  no  re- 
mains of  the  conventual  buildings. 

h Intended  for  the  inftru&ion  of  thofe  who,  at  an  early  age,  are  defigned  for  the  military  profeffion. 
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The  manor  of  Little-Marlow,  which  had  belonged  to  the  nunnery,  after  palling, 
within  a fhort  period,  through  feveral  hands,  was  purchafed  about  the  year  1560, 
by  the  family  of  Borlafe,  who  had  a feat  here,  and  another  -at  Bockmer,  in  the 
parilh  of  Medmenham.  The  elder  branch  of  this  family  became  extindl,  by  the 
death  of  Sir  John  Borlafe  bart.  in  1688.  His  daughter  married  Arthur  Warren 
efq.  whofe  great-grandfon,  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren  bart.  K.  B.  fold 
the  manor  of  Little-Marlow  in  1781,  to  the  guardians  of  William  Lee  Antonie  efq. 
M.  P.  the  prefent  proprietor,  then  a minor. 

The  manor  of  Danvers,  in  this  parilh,  fo  called  from  an  ancient  family  who 
poflefled  it  in  the  thirteenth  century,  is  now  alfo  the  property  of  Mr.  Lee  Antonie. 
A manor  in  Little-Marlow,  (perhaps  the  fame)  was  formerly  in  the  Mowbrays 
and  Berkeleys : it  was  given,  with  other  eltates,  by  the  Marquis  of  Berkeley,  to. 
Sir  Reginald  Bray a. 

Weftthorp-houfe,  the  feat  of  Thomas  Wilkinfon  efq.  was  built  by  James  Chafe 
efq.  member  for  Marlow,  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne : it  was 
rented  of  his  widow  by  Dr.  Maddox,  bilhop  of  Worcelter,  and  was  afterwards  the 
feat  of  Sir  Everard  Faukener,  Ambaffador  to  the- Porte,  and  one  of  the  poll- 
mallers-General. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  an  altar-tomb,  with  brafs  plates,  for  Nicholas  Ledwich, 
founder  either  of  the  church  or  chancel,  as  appears  by  his  epitaph.  He  died  in 
1430.  There  are  fome  memorials  alfo  for  the  families  of  Chafe  and  Warren. 

In  ancient  times  the  benefice  of  Little  Marlow  was  in  medieties,  and  the  church 
was  ferved  alternately  by  two  rectors.  In  1342,  the  great  tithes  were  appropriated 
to  the  priory  : they  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Lee  Antonie,  who  is  patron 
of  the  vicarage.  The  prefent  vicar  is  the  Rev.  Thomas  Martyn,  regius  profelfor  of 
Botany  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

Marsh-Gibwen,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  about  four  miles  and  a half  to  the  eall  of  Bicelter.  It 
received  its  additional  name  from  the  ancient  family  of  Gibwen,  who  were  of  con- 
fiderable  confequence  in  the  county,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  had  efiates  in 
this  parilh.  The  principal  manor  was  given  by  Robert,  Earl  of  Cornwall,  to  the 
abbey  of  Greflein,  in  Normandy.  About  the  year  1365,  having  been  feized  by 
the  crown  as  the  property  of  an  alien  monaltery,  it  was  granted  to  the  De  la  Poles. 
William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  Alice,  his  wife,  gave  it  to  the  hofpital 
of  Ewehn,  ill  Oxfordlhire,  the  maflerfhip  of  which  was  annexed  in  1603  to  the 
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Regius  profefforlhip  of  phylic,  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  whom,  jointly 
with  the  grammar-mailer  and  thirteen  poor  men,  the  manor  is  now  veiled,  but  all 
the  bufinefs  relating  to  it,  is  tranfaded  in  the  name  of  the  two  chaplains  and  thir- 
teen poor  men  K.  Near  the  manor-houfe  are  fome  flight  traces  of  entrenchments, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  thrown  up  by  the  parliamentary  army,  when  they  marched 
to  Marlh-Gibwen,  in  the  month  of  June  i645b. 

The  Bury-manor,  or  manor  of  Weftbury,  in  this  parifli,  belonged  alfo  to  the 
abbey  of  Greftein,  (by  grant  from  the  Montacutes.)  Having  efcheated  to  the 
crown,  as  the  property  of  an  alien  houfe,  it  was  given  by  King  Edward  IV.  to  the 
Company  of  Cooks,  in  London,  who  fold  it,  in  1530,  to  Robert  Dormer:  it  has 
fince  paffed  through  feveral  hands,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Dixon.  The 
advowfon  of  the  redory  belonged  formerly  to  the  Abbey  of  Greftein,  it  is  now  in 
the  crown. 

♦ 

Fleet-Marston,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon, 
lies  about  three  miles  from  Aylelbury,  on  the  road  to  Bicefter.  The  manor,  which 
was  for  many  years  in  the  Lees,  has  been  lately  purchafed  of  their  reprefentative. 
Lord  Dillon,  by  James  Dupre  efq.  of  Wilton  Park.  The  advowfon  of  the  redory 
being  then  the  property  of  John  Tirrel-Morin  efq.  was  advertifed  for  fale  in  the 
month  of  May  1805. 

North-Marston,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
nearly  four  miles  fouth  of  Winflow.  The  manor  is  held  under  Magdalen  College, 
in  Oxford  ; the  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  Francis  Waftie  efq.  his  firft  wife  having  been 
reprefentative  of  the  Saunders  family,  who  were  for  many  years  lelfees.  The  church 
is  a handfome  Gothic  llrudure  ; there  is  a tradition  that  the  chancel  was  built  with 
the  offerings  at  the  Ihrine  of  Sir  John  Schorne,  a very  devout  man,  of  great  vene- 
ration with  the  people,  who  was  redor  of  North-Marfton  about  the  year  1290,  and 
- it  is  faid,  that  the  place  became  populous  and  flourilhing  in  confequence  of  the  great 
refort  of  perfons  to  a well,  which  he  had  bleffed.  This  ftory  Hands  upon  a 
better  foundation  than  moll  vulgar  traditions ; the  great  tithes  of  North-Marfton 
are  Hill  appropriated  to  the  dean  and  canons  of  Windfor,  who,  before  the  reforma- 
tion, might  without  difficulty  have  rebuilt  the  chancel,  as  it  is  very  probable  they 
did,  with  the  offerings  at  the  Ihrine  of  Sir  John  Schorne,  for  we  are  told  that  they 
were  fo  produdive,  that  on  an  average  they  amounted  to  500I.  per  annum c,  (equal 
at  leaft  to  5000I.  according  to  the  prefent  value  of  money.)  Sir  John  Schorne, 

* From  the  information  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Pegge  M.  P.  R.  1 See  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  77. 

* Hillory  of  Windfor,  p.  111. 
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therefore,  although  his  name  is  not  to  be  found,  appears  to  have  been  a faint  of 
no  frnall  reputation.  The  common  people  in  the  neighbourhood  Hill  keep  up  his 
memory  by  many  traditional  flories:  Browne  Willis d fays,  that  in  his  time  there 
were  people  who  remembered  a dire&ion-poll  Handing,  which  pointed  the  way 
to  Sir  John  Schorne’s  Ihrine. 

Mr.  Nield,  leflfee  of  the  great  tithes  under  the  church  of  Windfor,  Is  patron  of 
the  curacy.  The  parilh  was  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1778, 
when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  impropriator,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and 
a frnall  allotment  to  the  poor  for  fuel. 

Marsworth,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about 
feven  miles  eaft  of  Aylefbury,  on  the  borders  of  Hertfordlhire,  part  of  which 
county  is  nearly  furrounded  by  Buckinghamfhire.  Sir  John  Cobham  having  fur- 
rendered  the  manor  of  Marfworth  to  King  Edward  III.  that  monarch  gave  it  to  his 
fhield-bearer,  Thomas  Cheney  % anceftor  of  the  Cheneys  of  Drayton-Beauchamp,  it 
reverted  not  long  afterwards  to  the  crown  by  furrender  or  exchange.  King  Richard  II. 
granted  it  to  the  family  of  Brian,  who,  about  1 570,  fold  the  whole,  or  a part  of  it,  to 
the  Welts.  There  are  now  three  manors;  Marfworth-De  la  Hay,  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Henrietta  Seare  ; in  whofe  family  it  has  been  many  years ; Marfworth  cum 
Goldington,  the  property  of  Sir  Drummond  Smith  bart.  who  purchafed  it  of 
Charles  Orlando  Gore  efq.  of  Tring  Park;  and  another  manor  belonging  to  St. 
Thomas’s  hofpital. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  monuments,  of  the  families  of  Well  and  Seare. 
The  laft  heir  male  of  the  Wells  died  in  1700.  On  an  altar-tomb  belonging  to  this 
family,  is  an  engraved  brafs  plate,  on  which  is  reprefented  a man  in  armour,  lying 
on  a bed,  Death  Unking  him  with  his  dart,  his  wife  and  children  kneeling  by  the 
bedfide,  and  a divine  in  his  canonicals  at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  are  veiled  in  the  mailer  and  fcholars  of  Trinity 
College,  in  Cambridge,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  Sir  Drummond  Smith 
is  leffee  of  the  great  tithes  under  the  college. 

Medmenham,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies 
about  three  miles  from  Marlow,  on  the  road  to  Henley.  At  this  place  was  an 
abbey  of  Ciflercian  monks,,  founded  by  Hugh  de  Bolebec,  as  a cell  to  the  larger 
monaltery  of  Woburn,  which  was  alfo  of  his  foundation.  The  royal  charter  was 
not  obtained  till  the  year  1200,  which  was  after  the  founder’s  death.  Its  revenues, 
which  confilled  chiefly  of  the  manor  and  redlory  of  Medmenham,  were  valued 

4 See  his  MS.  Collections  in  the  Bodleian  Library.  * Pat.  38  Edw.  HI. 
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in  1536,  at  20I.  6s.  ad.  per  annum.  The  abbey,  with  its  pofleflions,  was  then 
given  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Bifham ; . the  general  diffolution  of  monafleries,. 
taking  place  fhortly  afterwards,  the  manor  of  Medmenham,  and  the  fite  of  the  abbey, 
were  granted  in  1547,  to  Thomas  and  Robert  Moore;  this  eflate  was  conveyed  by 
the  Moores  in  1558  to  the  family  of  Duffield,  who  refided  at  the  abbey,  and 
continued  in  poffeffion  till  1778,  when  the  fite  of  the  abbey  was  purchafed  by  John 
Morton  efq.  chief  juftice  of  Chefter,  and  was  fold  by  his  widow,  in  1786,  to  the 
prefent  proprietor,  Robert  Scott  efq.  Browne  Willis  fpeaks  of  part  of  the  north 
aide  of  the  conventual  church,  as  Handing  in  his  time ; part  of  a Angle  column 
only  is  now  to  be  feen.  Some  buildings,  in  imitation  of  ruins,  have  been  of  late 
years  erefted  on  the  fite  of  the  abbey,  and  are  now  almoft  overgrown  with  ivy. 

Danesfield,  the  feat  of  Robert  Scott  efq.  fo  called  from  an  ancient  circular 
entrenchment  of  that  name  near  the  houfe,  was  the  property  of  John  Morton  efq. 
above-mentioned.  It  Hands  in  a beautiful  fituation,  on  a bank  which  over-hangs 
the  river. 

The  manor  of  Brock,  or  Medmenham,  which  was  retained  by  the  founder, 
paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Vere,  Warren,  Filz-alan  and  Beauchamp. 
It  was  afterwards  in  the  Poles  ; and  after  having  been  feveral  times  forfeited  and  re- 
Hored,  was  given,  in  1553,  to  the  Rices,  of  whom  it  was  purchafed,  in  1560,  by 
John  Borlafe  efq.  Having  paffed  with  Little-Marlow,  to  Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren 
K.  B.  it  was  fold,  in  1781,  to  the  guardians  of  William  Lee  Antonie  efq.  the  prefent 
proprietor.  The  Borlafes  had  a feat  at  Bockmer,  in  this  parifh,  now  a farm. 

An  eflate  in  Medmenham,  called  Whittington  farm,  was  forfeited  to  the  crown 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  at  the  inflance  of  Archbilhop  Laud  given  to  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  for  the  maintenance  of  fcholars  from  the  iflands  of  Guernfey 
and  Jerfey : it  is  now  held  on  leafe  by  Sir  William  Clayton,  at  a referved  rent  of 
20I.  per  annum. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Duffields.  The  impropriation  of 
the  great  tithes,  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  have  paffed  with  the  abbey  eflate,. 
and  are  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Scott.  The  vicar  has  the  great  tithes  of  500 
acres  of  land.  At  Hallowick , near  Wood-end,  a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  was  for- 
merly a chapel. 

Mentmore,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about 
eight  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  Aylefoury.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the 
families  of  Buffel  and  Zouche  : in  1490  it  was  granted  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray,  from 
whom.it  defcended,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  family  of  Sandys ; in  1729,  it  was 
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purchafed  with  the  manor  of  Leadbourne,  by  Lord  Vifcount  Limerick,  of  a Mr. 
Legoe,  who  inherited  them  from  the  family  of  Wigg.  They  are  now  the  property 
of  Richard  Bard  Harcourt  efq.  who  purchafed  them  of  Lord  Limerick’s  fon,  James 
Earl  of  Clanbraflil.  In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Theed 
and  Wigg. 

The  impropriate  redory,  which  was  given  by  the  Bu (Tells  to  the  priory  of  St. 
Bartholomew,  in  Smithfield,  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Harcourt,  who  is  patron 
of  the  vicarage. 

Middleton,  or  Milton-Keynes,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport, 
lies  about  four  miles  fouth  of  Newport-Pagnell,  and  about  a mile  out  of  the  road 
from  that  town  to  London.  It  acquired  its  additional  name  from  the  ancient  family 
of  Keynes,  who  pofieffed  the  manor.  William  de  Keynes,  Lord  of  this  manor, 
was  the  perfon  who  took  King  Stephen  prifoner,  at  the  battle  of  Lincoln.  From 
him  this  eftate  pafled  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of  Aylefbury  and  Stafford.  It 
was  purchafed  of  the  latter  by  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham,  from  whom  it  defcended 
to  the  prefent  proprietor,  George  Earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Nottingham. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  tomb  of  Lewis  Atterbury,  redor  of  this  parifh,  who 
died  in  1693.  He  was  father  of  the  celebrated  bifhop  Atterbury,  who  was  born 
at  Milton-Keynes  on  the  6th,  and  baptized  on  the  17th  of  March,  1662,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  parifh-regifler. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelfea  is  patron  of  the  redory.  Dr.  Wotton,  a learned  critic 
and  antiquary,  was  redor  of  this  parifh,  from  1693,  till  his  death,  which  happened 
in  1726  ; his  Refledions  on  Ancient  and  Modern  Learning  were  written  at  Milton, 
the  year  after  he  became  pofleffed  of  the  redory. 

Great-Missenden,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  half-way  between  Wendover  and  Amerfham,  on  the  road  to  London. 
At  this  place  was  an  abbey  of  black  canons,  the  hiftory  of  the  foundation  of  which  is 
involved  in  fome  uncertainty.  An  inquifition  taken  pn  oath,  in  the  year  1331,  dates 
that  it  was  founded  in  1293,  by  Sir  William  de  Mifiendenf ; although  it  might  be 
fuppofed  that  there  could  be  little  doubt  of  the  authority  of  fo  folemn  a record  of  a 
fad,  then  fo  recent,  yet  there  is  good  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  the  abbey  exifled  at 
an  earlier  period.  An  old  regifler  of  the  convent  dates  its  foundation  in  1133  s. 
An  ancient  court-book  of  the  manor  fays  that  it  was  founded  by  the  Doyleys,  and 
augmented  by  the  MifTendens,  purfuant  to  a vow,  made  on  efcaping  from  fhip- 
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wreck.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  the  benefactions  of  Sir  William  de  Milfenden,  in 
1 293,  were  of  fuch  importance,  and  the  former  income  of  the  convent  fo  fmall,  that  it 
was  looked  upon  as  a fecond  foundation,  and  that  he  was  even  in  his  own  time 
called  and  deemed  the  founder,  as  bilhop  Rotheram  is  even  now  called  the 
fecond  founder  of  Lincoln  College,  in  Oxford.  Sir  William  de  Milfenden,  among 
other  benefa&ions,  gave  the  manor  of  this  place  to  the  abbey,  and  his  family  were 
its  patrons.  The  patronage  was  afterwards  in  the  Brudenel Is h.  The  revenues  of 
Milfenden  abbey  were  edimated,  in  1534,  at  261I.  14s.  6fd.  clear  yearly  value. 
It  appears  that  John  Otewell,  the  lalt  abbot,  upon  quitting  the  monaflic  life,  re- 
nounced the  Hate  of  celibacy,  for  by  his  lalt  will,  bearing  date  1558,  he  makes  his 
wife  margaret  Otewell,  alias  Weftwick,  foie  executrix,  and  bequeaths  legacies  to 
his  fon  Samuel,  and  his  daughter  Lettice.  The  abbot  had  a penfion  of  50I.  per 
annum  alfigned  him,  at  the  dilfolution  of  the  monaltery ; Thomas  Barnard,  one 
of  the  monks,  had  the  vicarage  of  Milfenden  given  him  in  lieu  of  a penfion  ; John 
Slythurd  had  a penfion  of  81.  per  annum , on  condition  of  undertaking  to  officiate 
at  the  chapel  of  the  Lee.  The  fite  of  Milfenden  abbey,  with  the  manor  of  Milfen- 
den and  other  lands,  were  granted  on  leafe  to  Richard  Greneway,  and  afterwards 
to  Richard  Hampden  efq.  clerk  of  the  king’s  kitchen.  In  1553,  the  fee  was  granted 
to  John  Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  in  1573,  (having  reverted  to  the  crown  by 
the  duke’s  attainder)  to  Robert  Earl  of  Leiceder.  Not  long  afterwards,  this  edate 
was  purchafed  by  Sir  William  Fleetwood,  recorder  of  London,  an  antiquary  and 
hiflorian,  wffio  made  Milfenden  abbey  his  relidence.  It  continued  in  his  male  de- 
fendants till  the  beginning  of  the  lad  century,  after  which,  it  palfed  by  female 
heirs  to  the  families  of  Anfell  and  Goollrey.  After  the  death  of  the  late  Thomas 
Godfrey  efq.  it  was  purchafed  under  a decree  of  chancery,  in  the  year  1 787,  by 
the  prefent  proprietor,  J.  Oldham  Oldham  efq.  by  whom  the  houfe  has  been 
modernized,  and  nearly  rebuilt.  Browne  Willis  mentions 1 fome  arches  belonging 
to  the  conventual  buildings,  which  appeared  to  have  been  part  of  the  Chapter-houfe. 
Thefe  arches,  or  a part  of  them,  have  been  ufed  in  forming  a recefs  at  each  end  of 
a green-houfe.  They  have  groined  roofs,  with  rich  ornaments  in  the  center.  The 
pillars  have  fcalloped  capitals. 

Peterley-Houfe,  in  this  pariffi,  an  ancient  feat  of  the  Dormer  family,  is  dill  the 
property  of  Lord  Dormer,  but  has  not  been  inhabited  by  the  family  for  many  years.. 
It  is  now  occupied  as  an  academy.  Lord  Dormer  gives  a deputation  for  his  lands 
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in  Peterley  and  Stone.  Mr.  Oldham  alfo  gives  a deputation  for  the  manor  of 
Peterley  and  Stone,  which  belonged  to  Miffenden  abbey,  and  for  the  manors  of 
Netherbury  and  Overbury,  which  were  alfo  part  of  their  poffeffions.  Netherbury 
was  granted  to  the  abbey  in  1383. 

The  parifh  church  of  Miffenden  is  a handfome  Gothic  building.  On  the  north 
fide  of  the  chancel,  about  feven  feet  from  the  ground,  is  a row  of  pointed  arches, 
with  fmall  pillars,  detached  from  the  wall.  There  are  feveral  monuments  of  the 
family  of  Boys,  one  of  which  exhibits  a buff  of  the  deceafed,  under  a circular 
arch,  compofed  of  books.  Among  fome  ancient  brafs  plates,  which  in  1801  had 
been  removed,  during  the  repairs  of  the  chancel,  was,  one  of  Thomas  Clement, 
Woolman,  and  Butcher,  1445.  Mr.  Oldham  is  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes, 
which  belonged  to  Miffenden  abbey,  and  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

John  Randal,  an  eminent  divine  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  was  a native  of  this 
place. 

Little-Missenden,.  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  two  miles  from  Great-Miffenden,  and  three  from  Amerlham,  on  the 
road  to  London. 

The  manor  of  Beaumont  and  Afflecks,  in  this  parifh,  and  a manor,  which  be- 
longed formerly  to  Miffenden  abbey,  are  now*  the  property  of  Lord  Curzon,  by 
inheritance  from  the  Penns.  The  manor  of  Maunfells,  in  this  pari  ft,  derives  its 
name  from  an  ancient  family,  who  poffeffed  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  It  has  of 
late  years  paffed  with  Shardeloes,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Drake.  The 
manor  of  Holmer  belonged  to  the  Longefpees,  Earls  of  Salffbury,  and  paffed, 
by  a female  heir,  to  the  Lacys,  Earls  of  Lincoln ; it  was  afterwards  given  to 
Burnham  abbey  : being  in  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  it  was  granted  in 
1623,  to  Edward  Ramfey,  whofe  relation,  the  Earl  of  Holdernefs,  fold  it  to  the 
Styles  ; it  paffed  afterwards,  by  a female  heir-,  to  the  family  of  Harris,  and  having 
fince  undergone  two  or  three  alienations,  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Curzon. 
The  manor  of  Thorne-Fee,  or  Brand-Fee,  in  this  parifh,  which  extends  to  Wycombe 
heath,  was  many  years  in  the  family  of  Brand,  who  poffeffed  it  as  lately  as  the 
year  1 79 1 : it  is  now  the  property  of  John  Field  efq.  The  Earl  of  Stirling  had  a 
feat  at  Little-Miffenden,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  family  of  Style  of  Holmer. 
Lord  Curzon  has  the  impropriation  of  the  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  Miffen- 
den abbey,  and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 
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Maids-Morton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  a mile 
north  of  the  county  town.  The  principal  manor  of  this  place  belonged  anciently 
to  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham,  from  whom  it  puffed  to  the  noble  families 
of  Clare,  Audley,  and  Stafford.  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  claims  this  para- 
mount manor,  to  which  no  lands  are  annexed,  as  lord  of  the  honour  of  Glou- 
celter. 

The  manor  of  Greenhams,  in  this  pariff,  took  its  name  from  a family  who  pof- 
feffed  it  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV.  Not  long  afterwards,  it  became  veiled  in  the 
crown,  and  was  granted,  in  1442,  to  All  Souls  College,  in  Oxford.  Another 
manor  in  this  parilh  belonged  to  Ofney  abbey,  and  was  granted,  after  the  re- 
formation, to  Chrilt’s  Church  College,  in  the  fame  univerfity.  Both  thefe  manors 
were  for  many  years  on  leafe  to  the  family  of  Bate.  Edward  Oakley  Gray  efq.  is 
the  prefent  leffee  of  Greenhams  ; the  marquis  of  Buckingham,  of  the  Chrift-Church 
manor,  the  leafe  of  which  was  purchafed  of  Samuel  Churchill,  in  1802. 

George  Moore  efq.  of  Maids-Morton,  was  created  a baronet  in  1665:  the  title 
became  extind  at  his  death. 

The  parilh  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  llrudure,  built  about  the  year  1450, 
by  fome  of  the  Peyvre  family,  who  poffeffed  the  advowfon.  The  tradition  is,  that 
it  was  built  by  two  maiden  fillers,  daughters  of  the  laft  heir  male  of  the  Peyvre 
family,  and  that  the  village  was  thence  called  Maid’s-Morton.  The  porch  and  the 
belfry  have  groined  roofs : in  the  chancel  are  three  elegant  llone  flails,  with  rich 
Gothic  canopies.  There  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Bate  : the  celebrated 
Dr.  George  Bate,  who  was  chief  phylician  to  King  Charles  I.  Oliver  Cromwell, 
and  King  Charles  II.  was  born  at  Maids-Morton,  where  he  was  baptized  Nov.  23, 
1607  : his  father  was  redor  of  the  parilh. 

The  advowfon  of  the  redory  was  for  many  years  in  the  Peyvres,  and  their  heirs, 
the  Broughtons ; at  a later  period,  in  the  family  of  Bate ; it  is  now  the  joint  pro- 
perty of  the  Rev.  James  Long  Hutton  (who  is  the  prefent  redor)  and  his  brother, 
Francis  Turner  Richard  Hutton  Long  efq.  their  father  purchafed  of  the  Sand- 
wells. 

The  parilh  regifler  records  the  circumllance  of  the  crofs  having  been  cut  from 
the  top  of  the  Ileeple,  in  1642,  by  Col.  Purefoy’s  foldiers,  (then  quartered  in 
Buckingham,)  and  the  firmnefs  of  the  redor,  Matthew  Bate,  who,  in  defiance  of 
the  orders  of  parliament,  chrillened  children  during  the  whole  of  the  protedorate 
of  Cromwell,  and  performed  the  marriage  ceremony  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
church  of  England. 
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This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  parted  in  1801,  when  an 
allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to  the  reftor,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  an  allotment  to 
the  poor  in  lieu  of  furze. 

Mulso,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  on  the  borders  of  Bedford- 
fhire,  about  three  miles  fouth-eaft  of  Newport-Pagnell.  The  manor  was  anciently 
in  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham ; afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of 
Cowdray,  Talbot,  Whittingham,  and  Verney.  Being  verted  in  the  crown,  (pro- 
bably by  an  exchange,)  it  was  annexed  to  the  honor  of  Ampthill,  and  afterwards 
granted  to  Sir  John  Spencer,  from  whofe  family  it  parted  by  marriage  to  the  Comp- 
tons. It  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Carrington,  who  purchafed  it  in  1 801,  of 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  reftory,  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  priory  of  Goring.  An  aft  of  parliament,  for  inclofing  the 
parifh,  parted  in  1802,  when  an  allotment  was  given  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the  reftor, 
and  a deduftion  made  from  it,  in  confideration  of  its  being  exonerated  from  poor- 
rates  : the  parifh  was  eftimated  to  contain  1600  acres. 

MureslEy,  in  the  deanery  of  that  name,  and  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow,  lies 
about  four  miles  nearly  weft  of  Winflow  : it  had  formerly  a market  on  Thurfdays, 
granted  to  the  prior  of  Snelfhall,  in  1230.  Warren  Fitzgerald  had  another  charter 
for  a market  on  Wednefdays,  in  1243,  and  a fair  on  the  feftival  of  the  aflumption 
of  the  Virgin  Mary.  This  charter  was  renewed  to  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  who 
had  a grant  of  another  fair  on  the  nativity  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin.  Both  the  market 
and  fairs,  which  have  now  been  long  difcontinued,  were  again  renewed  to  Robert. 
Whittingham,  in  1449. 

The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Giffards,  Earls  of  Buckingham,  afterwards  in 
the  Fitzgeralds,  from  whom  it  parted,  by  a female  heir,  to  the  family  of  Nowers. 

The  manor  of  Salden,  which  feerns  to  have  included  that  of  Murefley,  having 
been  feifed  by  the  crown  on  the  attainder  of  Sir  Robert  Trefilian,  was  granted,  in 
1402,  to  John  Duke  of  Bedford  a,  on  whofe  death  it  was  fold  by  the  king  to 
Cardinal  Beaufort : in  1439,  it  was  conveyed  to  Robert  Whittingham,  fquire  of  the 
Jioufeholdb,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  king’s  patent  in  1449'  : after  this  the 
manors  of  Murefley  and  Salden  appear  to  have  been  feparated : Sir  Ralph  Verney, 
who  inherited  both  from  the  Whittinghams  by  female  defcent,  fold  Salden  about 
the  year  1580  to  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  from  whofe  family  it  parted  by  marriage  to 
the  family  of  Gage : it  is  now  the  property  of  Lord  Eardley,  who  purchafed  it  of 
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his  brother-in-law,  Lord  Gage : Murefley  continued  to  be  the  property  of  the 
Verneys,  nearly  a century  longer,  having  been  purchafed  by  the  Fortefcues  in  the 
year  1664. 

Salden-houfe,  which  has  been  pulled  down  feveral  years,  was  a noble 
manfion,  built  by  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  who  was 
honoured  with  a vifit  here  by  King  James  I.  foon  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne. 
The  colt  of  the  building  is  faid  to  have  been  about  33,000!.  Sir  John  Fortefcue, 
who  died  in  1656,  was  created  a baronet  of  Nova  Scotia : the  title  became  extind 
on  the  death  of  Sir  Francis  Fortefcue,  in  1729. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  monuments  of  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  died  in  1607;  Sir  Francis  Fortefcue,  K.  B.  and  others  of  the 
family.  Lord  Eardley  is  patron  of  the  redory. 

Newenton,  or  Newton-Blossomville,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  New- 
port, lies  on  the  borders  of  Bedfordlhire,  about  four  miles  weft  of  Olney.  The 
manor  paffed  from  the  Bloflomvilles,  who  poffefled  it  at  the  time  of  the  Norman 
furvey,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  families  of  Druel  and  Swinford.  The  noble  family 
of  Stafford  Were  lords  of  the  manor  at  a later  period,  till  the  attainder  of  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  after  which,  it  was  granted  to  Walter  Devereux,  Earl  of 
Effex.  Being  again  veiled  in  the  crown,  it  was  granted  to  Thomas  Crompton,  who 
foon  afterwards  conveyed  it  to  Lord  Mordaunt.  In  1649,  it  was  purchafed  of  the 
Mordaunt  family,  by  an  anceftor  of  the  late  William  Farrer  efq.  whofe  grandfon, 
Farrer  Grove  Spurgeon  Farrer  efq.  of  Cold  Brayfield,  is  the  prefent  proprietor,  and 
patron  of  the  redory. 

Newenton,  or  Newton-Longueville,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  New- 
port, lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Fenny-Stratford.  An 
alien  priory  of  Cluniac  monks,  fubordinate  to  the  priory  of  Longueville,  in  Nor- 
mandy, was  founded  at  this  place  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  andfuppreffed  in  1415. 
In  1442,  King  Henry  VI.  gave  the  priory  and  moft  of  its  lands  (among  which 
was  the  manor  of  Newenton,  given  to  the  priory  by  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buck- 
ingham) to  the  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College,  in  Oxford. 

The  parifh  church  was  rebuilt  by  the  college,  foon  after  they  became  poffefled  of 
the  manor,  and  advowfon  of  the  redory.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  chancel,  on  the 
outfide,  is  a figure  of  St.  Faith,  to  whom  the  priory  was  dedicated.  In  the  chancel 
are  two  pifcirue , on  one  of  which  are  the  arms  of  William  of  Wickham,  the  founder 
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of  New  College,  and  fome  other  coats.  The  learned  Grocyn,  tutor  to  Erafinus, 
was  reflor  of  this  parifh, 

Newport-Pagnell,  which  gives  name  to  the  hundred  and  deanery  in  which 
it  Hands,  is  51  miles  diftant  from  London,  on  the  road  to  Northampton.  It  has 
been  a town  of  confiderable  confequence,  from  a remote  period  : the  aflizes  for 
the  county  were  occafionally  held  here,  from  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  to  that  of 
Henry  VI.  A market  at  Newport-Pagnell  was  either  originally  granted,  or  confirmed 
by  charter,  in  1 270,  to  Roger  de  Somery,  together  with  a fair  for  eight  days,  to  com- 
mence  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Luke  : the  market  was  again  confirmed  to  John  Botetort, 
in  1333  d : the  market-day  is  Saturday.  There  are  now  fix  fairs,  held  annually  ; 
February  22,  April  22,  June  22,  Auguft  29,  October  22,  and  December  22. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  civil  war,  between  King  Charles  and  the  parliament, 
Newport  was  garrifoned  by  Prince  Rupert ; but  on  the  approach  of  the  Earl  of 
Elfex,  not  long  after  the  firft  battle  of  Newbury,  in  1643,  ^ was  abandoned  by 
Sir  Lewis  Dyve  % and  taken  polfeflion  of  for  the  parliament,  to  whom  it  proved  a 
very  ufeful  garrifon,  during  the  remainder  of  the  war.  Sir  Samuel  Luke,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  Iiudibras  of  Butler,  was  its  governor  in  the  year  1645,  when  the 
fum  of  80I.  a month  was  voted  by  parliament,  for  the  fupport  of  the  garrifon. 

At  the  time  of  the  Norman  conqueft,  Newport  was  the  property  of  William 
Fitzanfculf,  a powerful  baron,  anceftor  of  the  Paganells  or  Pagnells,  who  gave 
their  name  to  the  place.  From  them  it  paffed,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  families  of 
Somery,  Botetort,  Burnell,  and  Bermingham.  Of  the  latter,  it  was  purchafed  by 
the  Botelers.  This  manor  having  become  veiled  in  the  crown,  on  the  attainder  of 
James  Boteler,  Earl  of  Wiltfhire,  was  granted,  in  1462,  to  Richard  Neville,  Earl  of 
Warwick f,  and  in  1471,  to  George  Duke  of  Clarence.  It  was  afterwards  reflored 
to  the  St.  Legers,  as  being  reprefentatives  of  the  Botelers  in  the  female  line.  In 
1627,  this  manor,  which  had  been  again  veiled  in  the  crown,  by  an  exchange  with 
the  St.  Legers,  was  granted  to  Sir  Francis  Annelley,  whofe  family  had  been  fettled 
at  Newport,  as  early  as  1558.  Arthur  Annelley  was  created,  in  1661,  Baron 
Annelley,  of  Newport-Pagnell,  and  Earl  of  Anglefey.  From  him  the  manor 
of  Newport  defcended  to  its  prefent  proprietor,  the  Earl  of  Mount-Norris.  The 
profits  of  the  market  and  fairs  have  always  been  annexed  to  the  manor. 

The  Paganells  had  a caflle  at  Newport,  the  fite  of.  which  is  Hill  called  the  CalUe- 
mead  j but  there  were  no  remains  of  the  building  even  in  Camden’s  time. 

* Pat.  7 Edw.  III.  * Clarendon’s  Hiftory,  8vo- edit.  II.  392,  and  Heath’s  Chronicle,  p.  55. 

' Pat.  2 Edw.  IV. 
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Fulk  Paganell,  in  the  reign  of  William  Rufus,  founded  a cell  of  Cluniac  monks 
at  Tickford,  adjoining  to  this  town,  and  gave  them  the  manor  of  that  place.  This 
houfe  was  fubordinate  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin,  Majoris  Monqfierii , commonly 
called  Mar  monfliers,  at  Tours,  and  was  feized  as  an  alien  priory,  by  King  Edward  III. 
during  the  wars  with  France.  It  was  reflored  by  King  Henry  IV.  and  made  fubjeft 
to  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  York.  King  Henry  VIII.  fuppreffed  this 
monaflery  in  1525,  (its  revenues  being  then  eflimated  at  126k  17s.  per  annum ,) 
and  gave  it,  with  all  its  lands,  to  Cardinal  Wolfey.  After  the  Cardinal’s  fall,  it 
was  given  to  Chrift  Church  college,  in  Oxford,  but  afterwards  refumed  by  the 
crown.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  fold  by  King  James  I.  to  Dr.  Atkins,  his  phyfician  ; 
it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  given  him  as  a remuneration  for  his  attendance,  in 
Scotland,  on  his  fon.  Prince  Charles,  when  he  recovered  of  a dangerous  fever ; for 
which  we  are  told  that  he  was  amply  rewarded,  and  offered  a baronet’s  patent,  which 
he  refufed.  The  priory  was  one  of  the  feats  of  his  poflerity,  who  were  afterwards 
baronets  by  a patent,  bearing  date  1660  : their  chief  refidence  was  at  Clapham, 
in  Surrey.  Tickford  Abbey  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Iiooton  : there  are  no 
remains  of  the  conventual  buildings.  Mr.  Hooton’s  family  have  a burial  place  in  a 
retired  part  of  the  garden  belonging  to  their  dwelling-houfe,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  the  cemetery  of  the  priory  : an  obelifk  has  been  eredled  there,  in 
memory  of  the  late  Mrs.  Hooton. 

Tickford  Park,  and  the  manor  of  Tickford-end,  were  fold  by  the  Atkins’  family 
to  the  Uthwatts,  and  by  them  to  Sir  William  Hart : it  is  now  the  property  of  Mr. 
Vanhagen,  in  right  of  his  wife,  whofe  firfl  hufband  purchafed  it  of  the  heirs  of  Sir 
William  Hart. 

The  manor  of  Caldecot,  (a  hamlet  of  this  parifh,)  which  belonged  alfo  to  the 
priory  of  Tickford,  was  fold  by  the  Atkins’  family,  in  1758,  to  William  Backwell 
efq.  a banker  in  London.  Mr.  Backwell,  in  1769,  bequeathed  it  to  William 
Harwood,  who  has  affumed  the  name  of  Backwell,  and  is  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  parilh  church,  which  is  a fpacious  Gothic  edifice,  contains  no  monuments 
of  note.  In  the  church-yard  is  the  following  epitaph,  written  by  Cowper,  the  poet^ 
on  Thomas  Abbott  Hamilton,  who  died  July  7,  1788. 

**  Paufe  here,  and  think  a monitory  rhime 
Demands  one  moment  of  thy  fleeting  time. 

Confnlt  life’s  fiient  clock ; thy  bounding  vein 
Seems  it  to  fay,  health  here  has  long  to  reign? 

Haft  thou  the  vigour  of  thy  youth  ? an  eye 
That  beams  delight  ? a heart  untaught  to  figh  ? 
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Yet  fear ; youth  oftimes  healthful  and  at  eafe 
Anticipates  a day  it  never  fees, 

And  many  a tomb,  like  Hamilton’s,  aloud 
Proclaims,  prepare  thee  for  an  early  (hroud.’' 

W.  Cow  PER. 

"The  great  tithes,  which  were  given  by  Fulk  Paganell  to  the  priory  of  Tickford, 
now  belong  to  the  Earl  of  Mount-Norris  and  Mr.  Yanhagen.  The  vicarage  is  in 
the  gift  of  the  crown.  The  vicar  is  always  matter  of  an  ancient  hofpital,  originally 
founded  by  John  de  Somery,  and  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptift  and  St.  John 
the  Evangelift,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  and  refounded  by  Anne  of  Denmark, 
Queen  of  James  I.  for  a matter,  three  poor  men,  and  three  poor  women.  Its 
revenues  were  rated,  in  1 534,  at  61.  6s.  8d.  per  annum.  The  rents  are  now  about  70I. 
per  annum.  Portfield,  in  Newport  Pagnell,  was  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament, 
patted  in  1794:  the  tithes  were  to  continue  as  before,  but  power  was  given  to 
perfons  entitled  to  them,  to  take  a compenfation  either  in  land  or  otherwife.  A clofe 
in  North  Crawley  was  given,  by  a benefador  now  unknoVn,  to  the  widow  of  the 
vicar  of  this  parilh  : when  there  is  no  vicar’s  widow  living,  the  profits  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  apprenticing  of  poor  children. 

In  the  year  1240,  which  was  before  the  foundation  of  St.  John’s  hofpital  above- 
mentioned,  there  were  two  hofpitals  at  Newport-Pagnell,  called  St.  Margaret’s  and 
the  New  Hofpital,  of  which  we  have  no  later  accounts.  Dr.  Lewis  Atterbury,  (bro- 
ther of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,)  who  was  born  at  Caldecot , gave  the  fum  of  iol. 
per  annum  to  a fchool-miftrefs,  for  teaching  20  girls  to  write,  read,  and  few  plain 
work. 

Mr.  John  Revis,  in  1763,  founded  and  endowed  feven  alms-houfes  (for  four 
poor  men  and  three  women)  who  receive  iol.  per  annum  each,  befides  clothes  and. 
fuel. 

Oakley,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Oxfordfhire,  about  feven  miles  north-weft  of  Thame.  A manor  in  this 
parilh,  which  was  formerly  in  the  family  of  Pole,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  ; the  manor  of  Oakley  was  claimed  by  the  late  Mrs.  Crewe,  as  an 
appendage  of  her  manor  of  Shabbington,  now  belonging  to  her  fon-in-law,  Lord 
Vifcount  Falmouth.  At  the  time  of  the  Norman  furvey,  two  hides  in  Oakley 
were  held  by  a young  lady,  to  whom  they  had  been  given  by  Godic  the  fheriff, 
for  teaching  his  daughter  to  work  gold  embroidery. 

The  manor  of  Studlcy , a hamlet  in  this  parilh,  which  lies  partly  in  Oxfordfhire, 
is  the  property  of  Alexander  Croke  efq.  a defcendant  of  the  celebrated  Sir  George 
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Croke,  who  founded  a chapel  and  hofpital  in  the  adjoining  village  of  Beckley. 
Mr.  Croke’s  feat  is  in  Oxfordlhire. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Tyrrells  of  Oakley,  defcended 
from  Sir  Timothy  Tyrrell,  of  Shotover,  mailer  of  the  buckhounds  to  King  James  L 
eldeft  fon,  by  a fecond  marriage,  of  Sir  Edward  Tyrrell,  of  Thornton,  knt.  and 
half-brother  of  Sir  Edward  Tyrrell,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1627.  Among 
the  monuments  of  this  family  at  Oakley,  are  memorials  of  Sir  Timothy  Tyrrell, 
governor  of  Cardiff  Caftle,  and  general  of  the  Ordnance  for  South  Wales,  who 
died  in  1701,  aged  81  ; his  wife  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  and  co-heirs  of 
Archbifhop  Ufher ; Captain  John  Tyrrell  of  the  navy,  who  died  in  1692,  having 
diflinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  fervices  in  the  Eafl  Indies,  and  been  made  an  admiral 
in  thofe  feas ; and  James  Tyrrell  efq.  author  of  the  General  Hiftory  of  England, 
who  fold  the  family  eflate  at  Oakley  ; he  was  one  of  the  commiffioners  at  the  peace 
of  Ryfwick,  and  was  buried  at  Oakley  in  1745.  In  Oakley  church  alfo  is  the  monu- 
ment of  Baron  Schutz,  of  Shotover,  who  died  in  1 757,  and  others  of  that  family. 

The  redlory  of  this  parifh  was  given  by  the  Emprefs  Maud  to  the  canons  of  Sr. 
Fridefwide  at  Oxford,  to  whom  the  great  tithes  were  appropriated : they  are  now 
the  property  of  Sir  John  Aubrey,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Oakley  was  formerly  the  mother-church  of  Brill,  Borflall,  and  Addingrave.  The 
two  firfl  have  been  made  feparate  parifhes.  Addingrave,  flill  a hamlet  of  this 
parifh,  had  a chapel  of  eafe,.  which  has  been  fuffered  to  fall  to  ruins. 

Oxeney,  or  Ekeney,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lay  a little  to  the 
fouth  of  Olney.  The  village  is  quite  depopulated,  not  a fingle  houfe  remains  ; its 
fite  is  denoted  by  fome  broken  and  uneven  ground,  but  the  fpot  where  the  church 
flood  is  not  known.  The  manor  was  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Somery,  Ekeney, 
and  Chamberlayne  ; of  the  latter  it  was  purchafed  by  Lincoln  College,  in  Oxford,, 
under  which  fociety  it  has  been  held  on  leafe  by  the  families  of  Norton,  Martin, 
and  Park.  The  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Robert  Pom  fret, 
re<ftor  of  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Emberton : the  great  tithes  and  advowfon 
belong  to  Lincoln  College  : the  land-holders  are  affeffed  to.  the  poor  rates,  of  Em- 
berton. 

Olney,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county,  near  the  borders  of  Northamptonfhire,  56  miles  diflant  from  London.  It 
has  a fmall  market  on  Mondays,  and  two  annual  fairs,  Eafler  Monday,  and  June 
29.  That  on  the  29th  of  June,  being  the  feflival  of  St.  Peter,  was  granted  in  the 
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year  1315  f.  A fire  happened  in  this  town  in  the  year  1786,  when  forty-three  houfes 
were  burnt  down.  According  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  popu- 
lation ad  in  1801,  the  town  of  Olney  then  contained  451  houfes,  of  which  444 
were  inhabited  : the  number  of  inhabitants  was  2003  ; of  thefe,  872  were  males, 
and  1 1 3 1 females  : fixty-fix  perfons  were  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  and 
1928  in  trade,  manufadure,  and  handicraft.  Lace-making  is  carried  on  to  a great 
extent  in  this  town  and  neighbourhood. 

The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Earls  of  Chefter,  from  whom  it  pafled  fuccef- 
fively  to  the  families  of  Albini  and  Ballet.  Upon  the  attainder  of  Thomas  Beau- 
champ, Earl  of  Warwick,  who  was  one  of  the  co-heirs  of  theBaflets,  it  was  granted 
in  1397  to  Thomas  Moubray,  afterwards  created  Duke  of  Norfolk;  and  upon 
his  banilhment,  the  reverfion,  after  the  death  of  Lady  Bafiet,  to  whom  this  manor 
had  been  afligned  in  dower,  was  granted  to  Edward  Duke  ofYorks,who  fell  at  the 
battle  of  Agincourt : dying  without  male  iflue,  this  manor  reverted  to  the  crown, 
and  was  not  alienated  till  the  year  1638,  when  it  was  fold  by  King  Charles  I.  to 
certain  citizens  of  London.  It  now  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  having 
been  inherited  from  his  mother,  the  late  Countefs  Dowager,  heirefs  of  Sir  Charles 
Gunter  Nicholl,  in  whofe  family  it  had  been  a confiderable  time.  The  manor  of 
Warrington,  a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  which  was  given  by  Lord  Bafiet  of  Drayton 
to  the  neighbouring  abbey  of  Lavendon,  has  of  late  years  been  held  with  Olney,  to 
which  it  had  formerly  been  annexed  before  Lord  Bafiet’s  donation. 

The  church  is  a handfome  Gothic  building,  with  a Hone  fpire,  185  feet  in  height. 
There  was  formerly  a chapel  in  the  church-yard,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
in  which  was  a chantry,  founded  by  Lord  Bafiet.  The  great  tithes  of  Olney  were 
appropriated  to  the  abbefs  and  convent  of  Sion.  In  1620,  Sir  Robert  Gorges, 
being  then  impropriator  and  patron,  endowed  the  vicarage  with  a ftipend  of  46I. 
13s.  4d.  per  annum , charged  on  the  great  tithes,  in  addition  to  the  ancient  ftipend, 
which  was  only  20  marks.  The  re&ory  and  advowfon  were  afterwards  in  the 
family  of  Johnfon,  from  whom  they  pafled  to  theNicholls,  and  are  now  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Mofes  Browne,  author  of  Pifcatory  Eclogues,  and  other 
works,  who,  from  the  humble  occupation  of  a pen-cutter,  rofe  by  his  own  merit  to 
the  ftation  of  a refpeftable  divine  of  the  Church  of  England,  was  vicar  of  Olney, 
Cowper  the  poet  refided  for  fome  time  at  Olney,  from  whence  he  removed  to  the 
neighbouring  village  of  Wefton-Underwood. 

s Cart.  9 Edw.  II.  * Pat.  22  Rich.  II. 
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The  pariffi  of  Olney  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paded  in  1767  ; 
when  an  allotment  was  affigned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes  and  the  vicar’s 
flipend  was  increafed  to  70I. 

Oving,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  about  fix 
miles  north-weft  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  a mile  to  the  weft  of  the  road  from  that 
town  to  Buckingham.  The  manor  of  Oving, was  purchafed,  in  1735,  of  the 
family  of  Collins,  by  Francis  Tyringham  efq.  after  whofe  death  it  devolved  to 
his  elder  fifter  Parnell,  wife  of  Charles  Pilfworth  efq.  M.  P.  for  Aylefbury,  who 
refided  at  Oving.  Some  time  after  Mr.  Pilfworth’s  death  it  was  fold  to  the  late 
Richard  Hopkins  efq.  one  of  the  lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  and  was  be- 
queathed by  him  to  Colonel  Richard  Northey,  who  has  fmce  taken  the  name  of  Hop- 
kins in  addition,  and  has  now  the  rank  of  major-general.  The  manor-houfe  being 
fituated  on  the  brow  of  a hill  forms  a confpicuous  objeft  in  the  vale  of  Aylefbury. 
Another  manor  in  Oving  has  palled  with  North  Marfton,  and  is  now  held 
under  Magdalen  college,  in  Oxford,  by  Francis  Waftie  efq.  The  reftory  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown. 

Padbury,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  three  miles 
from  Buckingham  on  the  road  to  London.  The  manor  was,  till  the  year  1313, 
in  the  defcendants  of  Maigno,  the  Briton,  who  held  it  at  the  time  of  the  Nor- 
man Survey  : they  were  barons  of  Wolverton,  near  Stony-Stratford,  and  took 
their  furname  from  that  place.  In  the  year  1344,  a partition  being  made  be- 
tween the  co-heireffes  of  John  de  Wolverton,  this  manor  was  affigned  to  Hugh 
Wake,  who  married  his  daughter  Joanh.  Having  become  veiled  in  the  crown  it 
was  granted,  in  1442,  to  All  Souls’  college  in  Oxford,  and  ftills  belongs  to 
that  fociety.  This  manor  was  held  under  the  college  for  feme  years  by  the 
families  of  Abell  and  Salifbury  : the  leafe  is  now  veiled  in  the  Rev.  James  Eyre  of 
Buckingham.  The  impropriate  reftory,  at  prefent  in  feveralties,  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Brad  well,  and  after  the  fuppreffion  of  that  houfe,  in  1526,  was  given  to  the 
monaftery  of  Shene  : the  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  _ crown.  This  parifh  has 
been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1795,  when  allotments  of 
land  were  affigned  to  the  impropriators  and  to  the  vicar. 

The  gallant  Sir  Charles  Lucas  being  quartered  at  Padbury,  with  a party  of  the 
King’s  troops,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  1643,  defeated  a detachment  of  the  par- 
liamentary army  under  Coh  Middleton,  who  attempted  to  furprize  him  in  his 

h Placit,  & c,  de  terris  in  com.  Bucks,  in  Turn  London,  No.  16. 
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quarters.  The  burial  of  eight  foldiers  is  entered  in  the  regilter  on  the  fecond  of 
that  month. 

A bridge  at  Padbury  was  built,  by  adl  of  parliament,  in  1742,  and  made  a 
county  bridge. 

Penn,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  three  miles  north- 
weft  of  Beaconsfield,  and  nearly  four  miles  eaft  of  High-Wycombe.  Penn  (as  its 
name,  fignifying  the  head,  or  top,  implies)  ftands  on  very  high  ground  : the 
counties  of  Berks,  Oxford,  Bedford,  Herts,  Effex,  Kent,  Middlefex,  Surrey, 
and  it  is  fuppofed  fome  parts  of  Suflex  and  Northamptonfhire,  may  be  feen  from 
the  church  tower.  About  half  a mile  from  the  church  is  a fpot  called  Beacon-hill, 
which  it  is  probable  has  been  formerly  ufed  as  a fignal  poft.  A manor  in  Penn 
was  from  a very  early  period  in  the  ancient  family  of  that  name  which  became 
extindl  in  the  elder  branch  by  the  death  of  Roger  Penn  efq.  in  1735,  when  this 
eftate  pafled  by  the  marriage  of  his  filler  and  foie  heir  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Curzon 
bart.  whofe  grandfon,  Lord  Curzon,  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  The  greater  part 
of  Penn  houfe  was  pulled  down  about  the  year  1760;  the  remainder  has  been 
fitted  up  by  Lord  Curzon  as  an  occafional  refidence. 

The  manor  of  Segraves,  in  Penn,  now  confidered  as  the  principal  manor,  be- 
longed, in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  to  the  family  of  Turville.  Being  veiled  in  the 
crown,  Edward  II.  gave  it  to  his  brother  Thomas  de  Brotherton,  from  whom  it 
defcended  to  the  Segraves,  Mowbrays,  and  Berkeleys.  The  Marquis  of  Berkeley 
gave  it,  among  other  ellates,  to  Sir  Reginald  Bray  : it  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  the  Penns,  from  whom  it  pafled,  by  inheritance,  to  Lord  Curzon. 
The  fite  of  Segraves  is  moated. 

The  Windfor  family  had  a manor  in  Penn  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
called  Bilinges ; this  is  fuppofed  to  be  a farm  now  called  Bailing,  which  has  been 
many  years  annexed  to  Lord  Curzon’s  eftate. 

The  Baker  family  had  a feat  in  this  parilh,  which  was  fold  by  their  reprefentative 
John  Baker  Holroyd,  now  Lord  Sheffield.  By  a fubfequent  purchafe  it  became 
the  property  of  baronefs  Howe,  relidl  of  the  Hon.  P.  A.  Curzon.  The  houfe  is 
occupied  as  a fchool  for  the  fons  of  French  emigrants,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
nobility,  and  of  officers  who  have  fallen  in  the  Britiffi  fervice.  The  eftabliffiment 
was  inftituted  by  government,  and  originally  conflfted  of  60  boys,  with  ahead 
mailer  and  three  affiftants,  but  the  number  has  been  gradually  decreafing,  and  the 
eftabliffiment  will,  of  courfe,  ere  long  ceafe. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  memorials  of  the  families  of  Penn,  Curzon,  and 
Baker.  Among  thefe  is  a monument  eredled  in  memory  of  the  two  firft  wives 
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of  Lord  Curzon1,  “ two  as  excellent  women  as  ever  bleffed  the  marriage  Hate.” 
The  monument  of  the  Hon.  Penn  Alheton  Curzon,  who  died  in  1797,  is  by  Bacon. 
There  is  a monument  alfo  for  Gen.  Haviland,  who  died  in  1784. 

The  redory  of  Penn  was  given  by  Lord  Segrave  to  the  priory  of  Chacombe,  in 
Northamptonlhire.  King  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  to  Daniel  Penn,  whofe  wife 
Sibel  was  nurfe  to  King  Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  is  now  the  property 
of  Lord  Curzon  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Penn-ftreet,  Knattocks,  or  Knotty-green,  and  Forty-green,  are  in  this  parifh. 

Petsoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Newport,  which  lies  about  two  miles  and  a half 
to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Olney,  was  formerly  a feparate  parifh,  the  manor-houfe  of 
which  (together  with  the  manor)  belonging  to  Lincoln  college  in  Oxford,  hill  main- 
tains its  own  poor,  but  the  poor  of  Petfoe-end  are  maintained  by  the  parifh  of  Em- 
berton, and  the  inhabitants  attend  that  church.  The  church  of  Petfoe  was  confo- 
lidated  with  Okeney  ; they  have  both  been  long  ago  deftroyed  : there  are  no 
remains  of  Petfoe  church,  but  its  fite  is  difcernible.  Admiral  Rowley  has  been 
for  many  years  leffee  of  the  manor  under  Lincoln  college. 

Pitchcote,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies  about 
feven  miles  north-weft  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  was  in  the  family  of  Vernon  as 
early  as  the  year  1 377,  and  continued  to  be  their  property  in  1557.  It  was  anciently 
held  under  the  Bohuns,  earls  of  Hereford/.  In  1603  it  was  purchafed  of  Sir 
Walter  Pye  by  an  anceftor  of  Thomas  Saunders  efq.  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor, 
and  patron  of  the  reftory.  * 

Pitston,  anciently  Pightelsthorn,  in  the  hundred  of  Cot  flow  and  Deanery 
of  Murefley  lies  about  ten  miles  eaft  of  Aylefbury  and  about  fix  miles  from  Dun- 
ftaple,  in  Bedfordihire.  The  chief  property  of  Pitfton  was  given  to  the  monaf- 
tery  of  Afheridge  founded  at  the  extremity  of  this  parifh  on  the  borders  of 
Hertfordfnire,  in  the  year  1283,  by  Edmund  earl  of  Cornwall.  The  founder  had 
a palace  or  caftle  at  Afheridge,  the  keep  of  which  is  to  be  feen  not  far  from  the 
fite  of  the  monaftery : either  in  this  palace' or  in  the  convent,  king  Edward  I. 
kept  his  Chriftmas  in  the  year  1290,  and  flayed  five  weeks,  during  which  time  he 
held  a parliament  at  Afheridge.  The  chronicle  of  Dunftaple  priory  records  the 
grievances  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  endured  by  being  obliged  to  furnifh 

! Efther,  his  firtt  wife,  daughter  of  William  Hanmer  efq.  died  in  1764  ; and  Dorothy,  fitter  of  the 
late  earl  Grofvenor,  his  fecond  wife,  in  1774.  k See  Pat.  jo  Edw.  III.  part  2. 

4 K 2 provifions 


620 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


provifions  for  the  monarch  and  his  court.  The  earl  of  Cornwall  died  at  Aflieridge 
in  the  year  1300,  having  given  the  manors  of  Pitfton  and  Aflieridge  to  the 
convent,  which  confided  of  a re&or  and  20  canons  of  a religious  order  called 
Bonnhommes,  who  wore  a blue  habit.  The  founder  gave  them,  amongft 
other  donations,  a portion  of  Chrift’s  blood ; in  honour  of  which  the  convent  was 
founded.  This  precious  depofit  proved  a mine' of  wealth  5 perfons  of  all  ranks 
flocking  hither  from  the  mod  diffant  parts  out  of  devotion  towards  fo  facred 
a relic,  to  the  great  enrichment  of  the  canons.  This  pretended  blood  was  pub- 
lickly  {hewn  at  Paul’s  crofs  by  the  bifhop  of  Rochefler,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1538,  and  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  honey  clarified  and  coloured1.  The 
lands  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of  Aflieridge  were  eftimated,  in  1538,  at 
41 61.  14s.  4d.  clear  yearly  value.  The  fite  was  kept  for  fome  time  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  the  monaftery  became  a royal  palace.  It  was  the  frequent  refi- 
dence  of  Queen  Elizabeth  when  princefs,  in  the  reigns  of  her  father  and  brother  \ 
fhe  had  a grant  of  it  from  her  brother  in  1552,  and  was  refiding  at  Aflieridge 
when  taken  into  cuflody  tjy  Sir  Edward  Haftings,  Sir  Thomas  Cornwall,  and  Sir 
Edward  Southwell,  on  fufpicion  of  being  concerned  in  Sir  Thomas  Wyat’s  confpi- 
racy,  and,  though  confined  by  illnefs,  was  obliged  (fuch  was  the  ftridnefs  of 
their  commiflion)  to  rife  from  her  bed  and  fet  off  for  London  in  the  Queen’s 
litter.  In  1574,  Aflieridge,  with  the  lands  which  had  belonged  to  the  convent, 
was  granted  in  exchange  to  Dudley  and  Ayfcough,  who  acted,  it  is  probable,  as 
truflees  for  Henry  Lord  Cheyne  of  Toddington,  to  whom  it  was  immediately 
conveyed.  His  widow  fold  this  eftate,  in  1600,  to  Sir  Randall  Crewe  and  others  ; 
by  whom  it  was  conveyed,  in  1602,  to  Lord  Chancellor  Ellefmere,  anceflor  of  the 
prefent  proprietor,  the  earl  of  Bridgwater,  who  inherits  alfo  the  manors  of  Mor- 
rants,  with  Narnets  and  Butlers,  in  Pitfton.  It  is  probable  that  thefe  are  the 
names  of  families  who  held  lands  under  the  monaftery. 

The  collegiate  church,  in  which  lay  the  remains  of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Bryan, 
Sir  Thomas  and  Sir  John  Denham,  and  other  perfons  of  note,  was  demolifhed  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  great  half  and  the  cloifters  were  entire  in  the 
year  1800.  The  hall,  which  was  44  feet  by  22,  had  a rich  gothic  roof,  and 
pointed  windows  ; and  was  enriched  faith  fluted  pilafters  on  the  fides.  This  beau- 
tiful fpecimen  of  ancient  architecture,  though  to  all  appearance  in  good  repair,  was 
pulled  down  by  the  late  duke  of  Bridgwater,  and  the  materials  fold  piece-meal : 

; Bifhop  Kennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  p.  30Z. 

7 


the 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


621 


the  cloifters,  which  were  to  have  fhared  the  fame  fate,  were  Handing  in  the 
year  1802  after  the  demolition  of  the  other  buildings,  but  had  fuftained  confi- 
derable  injury  by  the  pulling  down  of  the  adjoining  walls.  The  roof  of  the 
cloifters  was  of  Toternhoe  ftone,  wrought  with  various  ornaments,  which 
remained  very  entire.  Among  thefe  occurred  the  arms  of  the  founder  and 
thofe  of  the  monaftery  (a  holy  lamb  ftanding  on  the  fepulchre  and  holding 
a banner.)  The  fide  walls  were  adorned  with  paintings  in  frefco,  well  defigned, 
reprefenting  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour.  Some  of  the  figures  had  been  well  pre- 
ferved,  but  moft  of  them  had  fuftained  more  or  lefs  injury  from  the  damp.  The 
additions  which  had  been  made  to  the  conventual  buildings  about  the  reign  of 
()ueen.  Elizabeth,  were  pulled  down  alfo  by  the  late  duke,  who  it  is  faid  intended 
building  a new  manfion  on,  or  near,  the  fite  of  the  monaftery.  Afiieridge  park 
is  of  large  extent,  well  wooded,  and  abundantly  (locked  with  deer.  Pitfton  church, 
which  is  about  four  miles  diftant  from  Afheridge,  contains  nothing  remarkable  : 
it  was  confolidated  with  Ivinghoe  in  1684,  hut  the  parifhes  continue  feparate. 
The  great  tithes,  which  belonged  to  the  convent  of  Afiieridge,  are  now  the  pro- 
perty of  the  earl  of  Bridgwater,  who  is  patron  of  the  confolidated  vicarages  of 
Ivinghoe  and  Pitfton. 

At  Nettleden , a hamlet  of  Pitfton,  about  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  parifii  church, 
on  the  road  from  Gaddefdon  to  Hemel  Hempftead,  is  a chapel  of  eafe,  w'hich  was 
confecrated  in  1470.  It  was  the  burial  place  of  Sir  George  Cotton,  vice  chamber- 
lain  to  King  Edward  VI.  who  died  in  1545. 

Pr.eston-Bisset,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  four 
miles  fouth-weft  of  the  county-town.  Browne  Willis,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  hundred 
of  Buckingham,  fays,  that  the  Bidets  from  whom  the  village  derived  its  additional 
name,  fold  the  manor  in  the  year  1290  ; that,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II.  it  was 
in  the  Baddlefmeres,  and  defcended  from  them  by  female  heirs  to  the  families  of 
Tibtoft,  Roos,  and  Manners,  but  it  is  faid  by  Dugdale  that  John  Wentworth 
married  the  heir  of  the  Biffets ; and  that  the  Wentworths  continued  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  alliance,  in  polfeffion  of  Prefton-Bifiet  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  the  Fifth.  It  is  certain  that  King  Edward  IV.  in  the  year  1477,  granted  it 
to  Richard  Fowler  efq.  in  confequence  of  the  attainder  of  Thomas  Lord  Roos  ra  j 
and  that,  on  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder,  this  manor  (with  other  eftates)  was  re- 
llored  to  that  nobleman,  and  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  Manners,  earl 
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of  Rutland,  of  whom  Browne  Willis  fays  it  was  purchafed,  as  he  learned,  by  the 
Caters  about  the  year  1630.  From  them  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  family  of 
Gibbs,  who,  in  the  year  1699,  fold  it  to  Sir  Edmund  Denton  bart.  of  Hillefdon. 
It  has  fince  pafiTed  with  that  manor  being  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Coke,  the  re- 
prefentative  of  the  Dentons  and  relift  of  the  late  Wenman  Coke  efq.  of  Holkham. 

The  advowfon  of  the  rectory  which  had  been  fucceflively  in  the  families  of 
Baleby,  Langfton,  and  Major,  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Edmund  Denton  in  j 655. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Coke.  In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of 
the  family  of  Major.  This  parifli  has  been  inclofed  under  an  act  of  parliament 
paffed  in  1781 ; when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  in  lieu  of  tithes  to  the 
rector. 

Quainton,  in  the  hundred  of  Afliendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
about  fix  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth  welt  of  Aylelbury.  There  are  three  manors 
in  this  parifli,  Denham,  Doderlhall,  and  Shipton-Lee,  or  Lee-Grange  ; one  of 
thefe,  but  it  is  uncertain  which,  was,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  families  of  Malet 
and  Muffenden,  and  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  Quainton-Malet.  Denham, 
to  'which  the  advowfon  of  the  rectory  was  formerly  annexed,  is  now  the  principal 
manor.  It  wras  many  years  ago  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Iwardbys,  afterwards 
of  the  Winwoods,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  noble  family  of  Mon- 
tagu. It  is  nowr  the  property  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Francis  Godolphin  Ofborne, 
a younger  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  to  whom  it  came  by  bequefl:  from  the 
late  Lord  Godolphin.  The  houfe  is  inhabited  by  a tenant. 

Doderfhall  belonged,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Second,  to  a family  of 
that  name,  afterwards  to  the  Cranfords ; of  whom,  about  the  year  1500,  it  was  pur- 
chafed by  the  anceftor  of  William  Pigott  efq.  the  prefent  proprietor.  It  was  for 
feveral  years  the  feat  of  the  dowager  Vifcountefs  Say  and  Sele,  who  held  it  in  join- 
ture from  her  fecond  hufband  John  Pigott  efq- 

Shipton-Lee,  or  Lee-Grange,  w?as  for  many  generations  a feat  of  the  Dormers ; 
it  was  afterwards  in  the  Plaiilowes.  About  1766,  it  became  the  property  of  John 
Calcraft  efq.  the  army  agent ; it  now  belongs  to  Thomas  Quintin  efq.  of  Hatley- 
St.  George,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge.  At  Lee-Grange  was  a chapel,  now 
.demolilhed. 

In  the  parifli  church  is  a monument  of  the  learned  Orientalifl:  Richard  Brett,  one 
of  the  tranflators  of  the  Bible,  and  a fellow  of  Chelfea  College,  who  was  reftor  of 
Quainton  from  about  the  year  1595,  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  1637.  The 
tomb  of  John  Spencer,  reflor  of  this  parilh,  who  died  in  1485,  has  his  effigies  on 
Z brafs  plate  of  a large  fize  in  fine  prefervation.  There  are  feveral  monuments  of 
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the  Dormers  and  Pigotts : among  the  former  is  that  of  Robert  Dormer,  one  of  the  juf- 
tices  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas*  who  died  in  1726,  with  his  effigies  in  white 
marble,  in  his  robes,  and  that  of  his  widow  in  the  attitude  of  a mourner.  The 
monument  of  Sir  Richard  Pigott,  who  died  in  1685,  is  a heavy  piece  of  fculpture 
from  a defign  of  Eeoni.  In  a chapel  on  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  the  monu- 
ment of  Richard  Winwood  efq.  (foil  of  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  King  James’s  fecre- 
tary)  who  died  in  1688.  Pie  gave,  by  will,  the  fum  of  200I.  to  build  eight  alms- 
houfes  at  this  place  for  four  widowers  and  four  widows,  and  endowed  them  with 
lands  in  theparilh  for  the  payment  of  two  ffiillings  weekly  to  each,  and  providing 
them  with  gowns,  &c. 

The  advowfon  is  veiled  in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  redtor,  Dr.  Ekins, 
who  died  in  1791,  being  then  dean  of  Carlille. 

Quarendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies 
about  two  miles  to  the  north-well  of  Aylelbury.  The  great  ftorm  of  1570  was  lb 
deftrudtive  at  this  place  that  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  faid  to  have  loll  3000  Iheep,  befides 
horfes  and  other  cattle  n.  The  manor  of  Quarendon  was  anciently  in  the  family 
of  Fitzjohn,  from  whom  it  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  Beauchamps  °.  On  the 
attainder  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Warwick,  it  was  granted,  in  1397,  to 
Thomas  Mowbray,  aftervrards  Duke  of  Norfolk  ; and  on  his  attainder,  which  fol- 
lowed foon  afterwards,  became  again  veiled  in  the  crown.  In  1 5 1 2,  it  was  granted  to 
Robert  Lee  efq.  whofe  family  (being  a younger  branch  of  the  Lees,  or  Leas,  of 
Lee  a townlhip  of  Wibunbury  in  the  county  of  Cheller)  had  been  feated  at  Quaren- 
don as  early  as  the  year  1460,  and  had  been  for  fome  time  leffees  under  the  crown.  Sir 
Edward  Henry  Lee  was  created  Vifcount  Quarendon  and  Earl  of  Litchfield,  in  1674. 
The  title  became  extindl  in  1776,  by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Litchfield,  the  lad 
heir  male  of  the  Lees  of  Quarendon.  The  manor  was  fold  by  his  reprefentative. 
Lord  Dillon,  in  1802,  to  James  Dupre  efq.  of  Wilton  park,  in  this  county.  The 
ancient  feat  of  the  Lees  at  Quarendon,  was  pulled  down  in  the  early  part  of  the  lad 
century. 

St.  Peter’s  chapel  in  Quarendon,  which  was  an  appendage  to  Bierton,  was 
founded  by  John  Farnham  about  the  year  1392.  In  Queen  Elizabeth’s  time  it 
was  rebuilt  by  Sir  Henry  Lee  : it  has  been  many  years  difufed,  and  is  now  much 
dilapidated.  The  codly  monuments  of  the  Lees  are  in  a very  mutilated  Hate,  and 
haftening  to  total  decay  : the  mod  remarkable  are  thofe  of  Sir  Anthony  Lee,  who 
was  knight  of  the  lhire  and  died  about  the  year  1 550,  and  that  of  his  fon  Sir 

" Hclinflied.  * Dugdale’s  Baronage,  I.  797.. 
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Henry,  who  died  in  1611.  The  effigies  of  Sir  Henry  Lee  is  in  gilt  armour:  his 
epitaph  is  printed  in  Collins’s  Peerage.  Sir  Henry  Lee’s  lady,  who  was  a daugh- 
ter of  the  firfl  Lord  Paget,  died  in  1584,  and  lies  buried  at  Aylefbury,  where  is  a 
monument  to  her  memory  : after  her  death  he  cohabited  with  a lady  of  the  name 
of  Vavafor,  who  was  buried  at  Quarendon  ; where  there  was  formerly  a monu- 
ment to  her  memory,  with  her  effigies  and  the  following  infcription : 

t{  Under  this  (tone  entombed  lies  a fair  and  worthy  dame, 

Daughter  to  Henry  Vavafor,  Ann  Vavafor  her  name  : 

She  living  with  Sir  Henry  Lee  for  love,  long  time  did  dwell ; 

Death  could  not  part  them,  but  here  they  red  within  one  cell.” 

This  monument  was  defaced  after  Sir  Henry  Lee’s  death,  as  appears  by  fome 
church  notes  taken  early  in  the  feventeenth  century,  which  were  in  the  library  of 
James  Weft  efq.  p 

There  are  no  veftiges  of  the  hofpital  mentioned  in  Sir  Henry  Lee’s  epitaph.  The 
village  of  Quarendon  is  much  depopulated,  and  now  contains  little  more  than  50 
inhabitants  : it  is  efteemed  a feparate  parifh  although  its  chapel  was  dependant  on 
Bierton. 

Radnage,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies 
about  fix  miles  north-weft  of  High-Wycombe.  The  principal  manor  called 
the  King’s  manor,  was  given  by  King  Henry  I.  to  the  Knights-Templars  ; and  on  the 
abolition  of  their  order,  was  granted,  with  molt  of  their  poffeffions,  to  the  Knights- 
Hofpitallers.  After  the  diffolution  of  moriafteries  it  continued  in  the  crown  till 
the  reign  of  Charles  I.  who  fold  it  to  certain  citizens  of  London.  It  was  after- 
wards in  the  family  of  Chafe,  from  whom  it  was  inherited  by  the  late  Dr.  Bettef- 
worth,  chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  London  : it  is  now  veiled  in  his  reprefenta- 
tives.  Another  manor  was  part  of  the  eflate  of  Thomas  Chaucer  efq.  and  paffed 
in  marriage  with  his  daughter  and  heir  to  William  De  la  Pole,  Duke  of. Suffolk. 
John  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  gave  it  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Windfor,  with  the  king’s  licence,  in  1480.  It  has  been  long  held  under  the 
.church  of  Windfor  by  the  Leighs  of  Stonely  in  Warwick  : the  prefent  leffee  is 
the  Hon.  Mary  Leigh,  fifler  and  heir  of  the  late  Lord  Leigh.  The  rectory  is  in 
the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Ratcliffe,  or  Radcliffe,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham, 
lies  about  a mile  and  a half  wefl  of  the  county-town.  The  manor  belonged  in 
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ancient  times  to  the  families  of  Iveri  and  St.  Walery.  From  the  latter  it  palled  by  a 
female  heir  to  the  family  of  St.  Lis,  fome  of  whom  were  knights  of  the  fhire  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  II.  and  Edward  III.:  William  of  Wickham  having  purchafed  the 
manor  of  this  family  gave  it  to  his  newly  founded  college  in  Oxford. 

The  manor  houfe  was  for  fome  time  a feat  of  the  Dentons,  afterwards  of  Sir 
William  Smith  bart.  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in  parliament  for  the  town  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  made  a park  at  Ratcliffe.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Henry 
Smith  of  Charwelton  in  Oxfordlhire. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has  a manor  in  this  parifh  which  belonged  to  the 

Temples. 

This  parilh,  which  is  called  in  ecclefiaftical  records  Radcliffe  cum  Chackmore 
has  been  inclofed  by  an  act  of  parliament  puffed  in  1773,  when  an  allotment  was 
affigned  to  the  re&or  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and  a fmall  allotment  to  the  poor  in  lieu 
of  their  right  to  cut  furze.  The  redory  is  in  the  patronage  of  New  college. 
It  is  probable  that  Chackmore , which  is  a hamlet  of  Ratcliffe,  had  formerly  a 
chapel. 

Ravenston,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Northamptonfhire,  nearly  fix  miles  north  of  Newport-Pagnell,  and  about  three 
miles  weft  of  Olney.  A priory  of  Auftin  canons  was  founded  at  this  place  by  King 
Henry  III.  in  the  year  1255.  It  was  fuppreffed  in  1525,  and  given  to  Cardinal 
Wolfey,  but  afterwards  refumed  by  the  crown,  and  by  three  fucceftive  grants 
paffed  to  Sir  Francis  Bryan,  Sir  Robert  Throckmorton,  and  Sir  Moyle  Finch  : 
the  laft  grant  was  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  bears  date  1591.  It  is 
now  the  property  of  George  Earl  of  Winchelfea  and  Nottingham  a defcendant  of 
the.laft-mentioned  grantee.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings. 
The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  GifFards  and  Wahuls  ; of  the  latter  it  was  pur- 
chafed by  Peter  de  Chaceport,  archdeacon  of  Wells  and  mafter  of  the  wardrobe, 
whofe  fon  Henry  gave  it  to  King  Henry  III.  That  monarch  granted  it,  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  reftory  to  his  newly  founded  convent  at  this  place,  and  it  has  ever 
fince  been  annexed  to  the  priory  eftate.  Ravenfton  was  for  fome  time  a feat  of 
the  family  of  Finch.  The  great  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham  was  defcribed.as  of 
this  place  when  he  v/as  created  a baronet  in  1600  ; he  attained  the  higheft  honors 
of  his  profeffion,  and  was  advanced  to  an  earldom.  The  late  learned  Mr.  Juftice 
Blackftone  fpeaks  in  the  higheft  terms  of  his  abilities  and  integrity,  and  calls  him  a 
thorough  mafter  and  zealous  defender  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  his  country  : 
his  eloquence  was  held  in  fuch  efteem  by  his  contemporaries,  that  it  obtained  him 
the  appellation  of  the  Englifh  Rofcius  and  the  Englifh  Cicero.  Lord  Chancellor 
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Nottingham  died- in  1682,  and  was  buried  at  Ravenfton,  where  a moil  magnificent 
monument  was  eredted  to  his  memory  by  his  fon,  with  his  effigies  finely  executed 
in  white  marble,  in  his  chancellor’s  robes,  reclining  under  a canopy  fupported  by 
four  pillars  of  black  marble  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  epitaph  is  printed  in 
Collins’s  Peerage. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelfea  is  impropriator  of  the  great  tithes  which  belonged  to 
the  priory,  and  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Lord  Chancellor  Nottingham  having  pur- 
chafed  the  fee  farm  rent  of  the  manor  of  Ravenfton,  amounting  to  84I.  per  arm. 
gave  it  as  an  endowment  for  the  vicarage.  He  founded  a hofpital  alfo  at  this  place 
for  fix  poor  men  and  fix  poor  women,  who  have  a weekly  allowance  of  3s.  6d. 
each,  and  a gown  every  year.  The  chancellor  alfo  gave  1 ol.  per  arm.  towards  or- 
namenting of  the  church.  Mr.  Chapman,  the  late  vicar,  founded  a charity  fchool 
for  all  the  poor  children  of  this  parilh,  for  which  he  intended  a large  endowment, 
but  it  is  difputed  in  chancery  by  his  heirs  j the  mailer  receives  at  prefent  a falary 
of  12I . per  annum. 

Monks-Risborough,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury,  lies  near  Prince’s- Rilbo- 
rough,  nearly  five  miles  fouth-wefl  of  Wendover.  It  has  been  faid  that  there  was  a 
cell  of  Benediftine  monks  at  this  place,  fubjedl  to  the  monaltery  of  Chrift-church, 
in  Canterbury ; but  of  this  no  evidence  has  been  found.  It  is  certain  that  the 
manor  was  given  by  iEfchwyn,  bifliop  of  Dorchefter,  to  the  monks  of  Chrift- 
church.  After  the  reformation  it  was  for  fome  time  in  the  Windfor  family,  after- 
wards in  the  Hampdens,  from  whom  it  palled  by  inheritance  to  the  prefent  Lord 
Vifcount  Hampden. 

The  church,  which  is  a handfome  Gothic  edifice,  with  a fquare  tower,  contains 
no  monuments  worthy  of  notice.  The  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  is  patron  of  the 
redlory,  which  is  in  his  peculiar  jurifditlion. 

White-leaf  Crofs,  on  the  fide  of  the  Chiltern  hills,  (fpoken  of  in  the  intro- 
duftion)  is  in  this  parilh. 

Prince’s-Risborougii,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylelbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
is  a fmall  town  37  miles  dillant  from  London,  and  five  miles fouth-well  of  Wendover. 
Its  market  was  granted  by  King  Henry  III.  who  gave  the  townsmen  many  privileges, 
fuch  as  the  being  excufed  from  attendance  at  affizes  and  feffions,  exemption  from 
toll,  &c.  There  is  Hill  a very  fmall  market  held  on  Saturday  and  a fair  on  the 
fixth  of  May. 

Themanorwasanciently  inthe  families  of  Giffardand  Humet.  Having  becomevelled 
in  the  crown,  it  was  given  to  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  King  of  the  Romans,  who  died 
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feifed  of  it  1272.  King  Edward  III.  granted  it  in  1333,  to  Henry  Lord  Ferrars 
of  Groby.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  not  long  afterwards  the  property  of  Edward  the 
black  Prince,  and  that  he  had  a palace,  fuppofed  to  have  flood  within  the  fite  of  a 
fpacious  ntoat  now  dry,  which  is  in  a field  adjoining  the  church-yard.  This  manor 
was  part  of  the  dower  of  Catharine,  the  queen  of  Henry  V.  King  Charles  the  Firft 
fold  it  to  certain  citizens  of  London,  who,  in  1637,  conveyed  it  to  the  Chibnalls. 
It  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Abraham,  Adeane,  Pelham,  and 
Penton.  The  Pentons  acquired  it  by  purchafe  in  the  year  1692,  but  they  had  re- 
fided  at  Rifborough  above  a hundred  years  before  that  time ; for  it  appears  that 
Queen  Elizabeth,  after  fine  had  left  Hampden  in  her  Buckinghamfhire  progrefs, 
called  on  Mr.  Penton  at  Rifborough  q.  It  is  now  the  property  of  John  Grubb  efq. 
of  Horfendon,  by  whofe  family  it  was  purchafed  of  Henry  Penton  efq.  the  prefent 
member  for  Winchefter,  about  the  year  1765.  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buck- 
ingham, gave  the  reflory  of  Prince’s-Rifborough  to  which  a manor  wras  annexed, 
to  Nutley  Abbey.  It  has  paffed  with  the  lay-manor  ever  fince  the  time  of  the  Chib- 
nalls. The  impropriator  is  obliged  (by  the  bequefl  of  fome  former  pofTefTor,  faid 
to  have  been  a maiden  lady,)  to  provide  annually  a fat  bull  to  be  killed,  and  a 
boar  to  be  made  into  brawn,  four  bufhels  of  wheat  and  four  bufliels  of  malt  to 
be  made  into  bread  and  beer,  the  whole  of  which  is  to  be  diflributed  amongft  the 
parifhioners  at  Chriilmas.  Mr.  Grubb  is  patron  of  the  curacy. 

Mrs.  Chibnall,  formerly  lady  of  this  manor,  gave  a funi  of  money  to  provide 
clothing  annually  for  24  poor  women. 

Sanderton,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies  on 
the  borders  of  Oxfordfhire,  about  eight  miles  fouth-eafl  of  Thame,  about  the  fame 
diftance  north-well  of  High-Wycombe,  and  about  feven  miles  from  Wendover. 
In  this  parifh  were  formerly  two  manors,  two  churches  and  two  diflinfl  benefices 
which  were  confolidated  about  the  year  1450,  when  the  two  manors  and  advowfons 
became  united  alfo  under  one  proprietor.  The  manor  and  advowfon  of  Sanderton 
St.  Nicholas  had  been  before  that  time  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Davrell,  Foxier, 
Brun  and  Braybroke.  That  of  Sanderton  St.  Mary  in  the  Sandertons,  one  of 
which  family  was  knight  of  the  (hire  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  John  Breck- 
nock being  poffeffed  of  both  manors,  fold  them,  in  the  year  1474,  to  Sir  John 
Leynham,  of  whofe  widow  they  were  purchafed  in  1481  by  bifliop  Moreton,  after- 
wards archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Lord  Chancellor  and  Cardinal.  His  heir,  Tho- 
mas Moreton,  fold  them,  in  1508,  to  Edward  Donne  efq.  of  whofe  family  they 
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were  purchafed  in  1592,  by  an  anceftor  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  Lord  Dormer. 
The  redtory  is  in  the  patronage  of  Magdalen  College,  in  Oxford. 

Shabbington,  or  Shobbington,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery 
of  Waddefdon,  lies  nearly  three  miles  wed  of  Thame.  The  manor  was  anciently 
in  the  Greys  of  Rotherfield,  afterwards  in  the  Deincourts  and  Lovels.  The 
Clerkes  of  Hitcham,  were  polfelfed  of  this  manor  as  early  as  the  year  1624.  Sir 
John  Clerke  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1660  removed  his  refidence  from 
Hitcham  to  Shabbington.  In  1716  the  manor  of  Shabbington  was  purchafed 
of  the  Clerkes  by  the  Heywoods  : on  the  death  of  William  Heywood,  laft  heir 
male  of  that  family,  in  1762,  it  defcended  to  his  fillers  and  coheirs,  and  became 
in  confequence  of  a partition  which  afterwards  took  place,  the  foie  property  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crewe,  relict  of  his  nephew  John  Crewe  efq.  of  Bolefworth,  in 
Chefhire.  Since  Mrs.  Crewe’s  deceafe  it  has  devolved  to  her  fon-in-law  Lord  Vif- 
count  Falmouth.  The  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  had  a manor  in  this  parilh 
which  was  given  them  in  1299.  It  was  granted  in  1588  to  Tipper  andDawe:  we 
have  not  been  able  to  trace  it  any  farther. 

In  the  parilh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Clerke.  The  great 
tithes  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  Wallingford, 
are  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wroughton  and  Mary  Anne  his  wife  who 
are  patrons  of  the  vicarage.  Mrs.  Wroughton  was  heir  of  the  Tipping  family  who 
were  many  years  proprietors  of  the  redtory  and  advowfon. 

Thomas  Jeamfon,  fon  of  a vicar  of  Shabbington  publilhed  a work  called  “ Ar- 
tificial embellilhments”  printed  in  1665. 

Shalleston,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  four 
miles  north-weft  of  Buckingham  near  the  road  to  Brackley.  The  manor  was  an- 
ciently in  the  Doyleys,  afterwards  (as  early  as  the  year  1202)  in  the  Baynells,  from 
whom  it  palled  by  heirs  female  to  the  families  of  Ayete  and  Purefoy.  The  laft- 
mentioned  family,  after  pofieffing  this  manor  more  than  350  years,  became  extindt 
in  1 762,  by  the  death  of  Henry  Purefoy  efq.  Under  Mr.  Purefoy’s  will  it  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  George  Huddlelton  Purefoy  Jervoife,  who  is  patron  alfo  of 
the  redtory,  and  incumbent.  He  refides  in  the  manor-houfe. 

In  the  parilh  church,  a neat  modern  Itrudture,  are  fome  monuments  of  the 
Purefoys,  among  which  is  that  of  Henry  Purefoy  above-mentioned,  and  of  his 
mother,  who,  furviving  him,  died  in  1 765  at  the  age  of  92.  The  parilh  of  Shal- 
Icltonhas  been  inclofed  by  an  adt  of  parliament  palfed  in  1767,  when  an  allotment 
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was  affgned  to  the  rector  in  lieu  of  all  tithes  excepting  thofe  of  an  eftate  then 
belonging  to  Mr.  Taylor,  which,  under  the  aft,  was  to  continue  titheable. 

Shenley,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  between  three  and  four 
miles  from  Stony-Stratford,  near  the  great  road  to  London.  The  manor  of  Church- 
end  in  this  pariih,  was  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  I.  in*  the  family  of  Vache,  from 
whom  it  paffed  by  an  heir  female  to  the  Greys.  Sir  Giles  Daubeny  purchafed  it  of 
Lord  Grey  of  Wilton  in  1505,  and,  in  1520,  fold  it  to  the  Pigots.  Having  been 
veiled  in  the  crown  by  an  exchange,  this  manor  was  granted,  in  1563,  to  the 
Alhfields,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Fortefcues  and  Whorwoods. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Primatt  Knapp,  whofe  anceftors  purchafed  it 
of  the  Whorwoods  in  1696. 

The  manor  of  Brook-end,  or  Shenley-Manfell,  has  been  held  with  Church- 
end  everfmce  the  year  1426.  It  had  formerly  been  in  the  Beauchamps,  and  on 
the  attainder  of  Thomas  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick,  was  granted,  in  1397,  to 
Thomas  Mowbray,  afterwards  Duke  of  Norfolk r. 

The  manor  of  Weftbury,  in  this  pariih,  was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Fitz- 
Euftace.  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IY.  it  became  the  property  of  the  Staffords 
of  Totenhoe,  and  now  belongs  to  William  Selby  efq.  of  Window,  whofe  anceftor, 
Mr.  Lowndes,  purchafed  it  of  the  Staffords  in  1695.  Mr.  Selby  has  alfo  the 
manor  of  Giffords  in  this  pariih. 

In  the  pariih  church  is  a handfome  monument  for  Thomas  Stafford  efq.  of  To- 
tenhoe, who  died  in  1607.  Fie  founded  an  almlhoufe  at  this  place,  and  endowed 
it  with  35L  per  annum  for  four  men  and  two  women,  the  men  to  be  allowed  is.  pd. 
each  weekly,  and  the  women  is.  2d. ; the  fum  of  13s.  qd.  to  be  allowed  yearly  for 
the  men’s  and  8s.  6d.  for  the  women’s  clothing. 

Mr.  Knapp  is  patron  of  the  reftory  and  incumbent.  Certain  fields  within  the 
manor  of  Shenley-Brook-end  were  inclofed  by  an  a£l  of  parliament  paffed  in  1761, 
and  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Sherrington,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  two  miles 
north  of  Newport-Pagnell  on  the  road  to  Olney.  The  principal  manor  was  an- 
ciently in  the  Paganells,  afterwards  in  the  Tyringhams  and  Backwells.  It  was  fold 
in  1694  to  the  Chapmans,  and  is  now,  by  purchafe,  the  property  of  William 
Praed  efq.  of  Tyringham,  the  reprefentative  of  its  former  proprietors. 

*'  Dugdale. 


Another 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


630 

Another  manor  paffed  by  a female  heir  from  the  Baffets  to  the  Greys,  and  was 
afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Marriot,  Montgomery,  and  Norton.  From 
the  Nortons  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Pargiters.  It  is  now,  by  inheritance  from 
the  latter,  the  property  of  Dryden  Smith  efq.  in  vrhofe  family  it  has  been  nearly  a 
century. 

The  Mercers’  company  have  a manor,  or  manor-farm  in  this  parifh,  given  by 
Dr.  John  Colet,  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  in  the  year  1519,  to  that  company,  in  truft 
for  charitable  ufes.  Browne  Willis  mentions  another  manor-,  which  was  fuc- 
ceffively in  the  families  of  Caron,  Linford,  Reynes,,Lowe,  and  Adams,  and  was 
afterwards  purchafed  (about  the  year  1710)  by  the  Cheflers.  The  prefent  Mr. 
Chefter  has  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  but  does  not  exercife  any  manerial  rights. 

The  biffiop  of  Lincoln  is  patron  of  the  redory.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed 
by  an  ad  of  parliament  paffed  in  1796,  when  a corn-rent  was  fettled  on  the  redor 
in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Simpson,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  a mile  and  a half 
north  of  Fenny-Stratford,  on  the  road  to  Newport-Pagnell.  The  manor  at  a 
remote  period  belonged  fucceffively  to  the  families  of  Giffard,  Cauz,  and  Grey. 
From  the  latter  it  paffed,  in  the  year  1510,  to  the  Pigots,  who  poffeffed  it  about  a * 
century.  It  was  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Hatch  ; and,  about  the  year  1686, 
paffed  by  purchafe  to  the  Waldens.  The  prefent  proprietor  is  Sir  Thomas  Ham- 
mer bart.  who  refides  occafionally  in  the  manor-houfe,  having  inherited  it  by  defcent 
from  Job  Hanmer  efq.  who  married  Sufanna,  the  heirefs  of  Thomas  Wafden  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Hanmers ; that  of  the  late 
Sir  Walden  Hanmer,  who  was  one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire  is  a handfoine  piece 
of  fculpture  by  Bacon. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  is  patron  of  the  redory.  His  father  purchafed  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  Cranwell  family  in  1760.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  purfuant  to  two 
ads  of  parliament  paffed  in  1763  and  1770,  and  an  allotment  of  land  has  been  af- 
figned  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  & c. 

Slapton,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefly,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Beufordfhir^,  about  four  miles  from  Leighton-Bufard,  and  about  eleven 
miles  from  Aylefbury. 

The  manor,  which  had  belonged  to  the  abbcfs  and  convent  of  Barking  in  Effex, 
was  granted,  in  1 560,  to  Thomas  Rowe  efq.  whofe  defendants  fold  it  before  the 
year  1762  to  the  Theeds.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Bridgwater, 
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whole  anceffor  purchafed  it  of  the  Theeds  about  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
century. 

T.  he  manor  of  Horton-hall,  in  Edlefborough,  now  the  property  of  Chriffopher 
Johnfon  efq.  extends  into  this  parifli. 

The  reftory  is  in  the  patronage  of  Chrifl  Church  college  in  Oxford.  The 
Theeds  fold  the  advowfon,  in  1720,  to  the  Duke  of  Chandos : of  whom,  in  1729, 
it  was  purchafed  by  the  dean  and  chapter. 

Soulbury,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  on  the 
Bedfordfnire  fide  of  the  county,  about  three  miles  north-weft  of  Leighton-Bufard 
and  about  five  miles  fouth  of  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was  in  the  Manfells 
during  a great  part  of  the  thirteenth  century.  It  is  now  (together  with  the 
manors  of  Lifcombe  and  Hollingdon  (hamlets  in  this  parifli)  the  property  of  Sir  Jo- 
nathan Lovett  bart.  whofe  anceftors  were  poffeffed  of  them  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Second5,  probably  by  purchafe  from  the  Manfells.  Sir  Jonathan 
Lovett,  the  prefent  proprietor,  was  of  a younger  branch  of  the  family  who  had  been 
fettled  for  a long  period  at  Kingwell,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary.  Upon  the 
failure  of  the  elder  branch  he  fucceeded  to  the  Buckinghamfhire  eflate,  and  in 
1781  was  created  a baronet.  The  feat  at  Lifcombe  is  a quadrangular  buildings 
one  fide  is  occupied  by  a chapel  which,  by  the  fly le  of  its  architecture,  appears  to' 
have  been  built  about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  the  fourteenth  century  ; the 
houfe  is  of  much  later  date,  no  part  of  it  appearing  to  be  older  than  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  : the  windows  have  been  modernized.  Among  the  portraits 
at  Lifcombe  are  feveral  of  the  Lovett  family ; a half  length  of  Charles  Brandon, 
Duke  of  Suffolk c,  with  a pink  in  his  hand  ; the  firfi:  Earl  of  Bedford,  a half 
length,  on  board,  dated  1 555;  Sir  Nicholas  Crifpe,  in  armour;  Sir  Edmund 
Verney,  ffandard  bearer  to  King  Charles  I.  who  was  flain  at  Edghill ; Archbilhop 
Bancroft ; Titus  Oates,  &c.  In  the  parifli  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the 
Lovetts. 

The  impropriate  reflory,  which  formerly  Belonged  to  Woburn  abbey,  is  now 
the  property  of  Sir  Jonathan  Lovett.  The  curacy,  or  donative,  is. in  the  gift  of 
the  crown,  but  the  Lovett  family  have  been  allowed  to  enjoy  the  patronage  ever 

5 A fine  of  this  eftate  w as  then  levied  on  the  marriage  of  an  anceftor  of  Sir  Jonathan  Lovett’s,  with 
one  of  the  Tourville  family. 

‘ Infcri'oed  “ Carolus  Brandon  dux  Suffolciae,  prtefes  Henrici  o£t.  qui  fuit  (ex  parte  matris)  frater 
Humphridi  Tyrrell  domini  de  Thornton  in  com.  Buck,  qui  Hurnphridus  fponfavit  filiam  unicam  et 
haeredem  Roberti  Ingleton  domini  de  Thornton  cancellarii  feci  regis  & unius  priedidi  regis  conciui 
privati.” 

N . fince 
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fince  the  year  1642,  when  Sir  Robert  Lovett  left1  the  fum  of  40I.  per  annum,  as  an 
augmentation  of  the  curacy  to  be  paid  by  his  heirs,  on  condition  that  they  Ihould 
be  allowed  to  nominate  the  curate,  whofe  falary  was  before  only  81.  per  annum.  A 
charity  fchool  for  24  children  was  founded  by  the  Lovett  family  in  1714.  The 
manor  and  liberty  of  Soulbury,  with  the  hamlet  of  Hollingdon  was  inclofed  pur- 
fuant  to  an  a£t  of  parliament  palfed  in  1772,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  af- 
figned  to  the  impropriator  in  lieu  of  tithes.  The  other  hamlets  in  this  parilh  are 
Lifcombe  (already  fpoken  of)  Bragenham , where  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe, 
and  Chelmfcote.  The  manor  of  Bragenham  is  the  property  of  the  Hon.  Mary 
Leigh,  whofe  family  purchafed  it  of  the  Theeds  in  1735.  The  manor  of  Chelmf- 
cote has  palfed  with  that  of  the  neighbouring  parilh  of  Linllade,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Andrew  Corbet  efq. 

In  a diflant  part  of  this  parilh,  near  Great-Brickhill,  is  Stockgrove,  the  feat  of 
Edward  Hanmer  efq.  whofe  manor  of  Smewnes  extends  partly  into  this  parilh. 

Stanton-Barry,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  four 
miles  north-eall  of  Stony-Stratford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  family  of 
Barry,  from  whom  it  palfed  by  a female  heir  to  that  of  Boveton.  At  a later  pe- 
riod it  belonged  to  the  family  of  Vaux  ; and,  having  been  veiled  in  the  crown  by 
the  attainder  of  Sir  William  Vaux,  was  granted,  in  1467,  to  Richard  Fowler  efq. 
and  his  heirs  male u.  Being  again  in  the  crown,  it  was  granted  to  the  Alhfields, 
from  whom  it  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  families  of  Lea  and  Temple.  In  1667, 
it  was  purchafed  of  Sir  John  Temple  by  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  who  had  been 
created  a baronet  in  1662.  Sir  John  Wittewronge  built  a capital  manfion  at 
this  place  (of  which  there  are  now  no  remains)  for  the  refidence  of  his  fon.  It 
continued  to  be  a feat  of  the  Wittewronges  till  1727,  when  the  ellate  was  fold  to 
Sarah  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  the  fale  was  confirmed  by  a 61  of  parliament. 
The  duchefs  gave  it  to  her  grandfon  John  Spencer  efq.  grandfather  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Earl  Spencer,  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  the  laffc 
of  the  family  who  polfelfed  this  ellate,  was  outlawed  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Grif- 
fith, a furgeon,  and  at  length  died  in  the  Fleet  prifon  of  wounds  received  in  an 
alfray  with  a fellow  prifoner.  This  opulent  family  having  fallen  to  decay,  Sir 
William  Wittewronge,  w'ho  fucceeded  to  the  title  on  the  death  of  his  unhappy  bro- 
ther in  1743,  and  was  the  lad  baronet,  was  appointed  governor  of  the  poor 
knights  of  Windfor. 

* Pat.  7 Edw.  IV. 
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In  the  parilh  church,  which  exhibits  fome  remains  of  Saxon  archite&ure  % are 
fome  memorials  for  the  families  of  Temple,  Tyrrell,  and  Wittewronge. 

Lord  Spencer  has  the  great  tithes,  which  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Goring,  in  Oxfordfhire,  and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 


Stewkley,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotllow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about  fix 
miles  to  the  eaft  of  Winflow,  about  feven  miles  fouth  of  Fenny-Stratford,  and 
about  five  miles  from  Leighton-Bufard,  in  Bedfordfhire.  Browne  Willis  makes 
mention  of  four  manors  in  this  parifh  : the  principal  one  was  anciently  in  the 
Clares  and  Burgherfts  : the  heirefs  of  the  lalt  mentioned  family  married  Thomas 
Chaucer,  fon  of  the  poet  ; whofe  only  daughter  Alice  was  the  wife  of  William 
De  la  Pole,  Duke  of  Suffolk.  John  Duke  of  Suffolk  gave  this  manor,  in  1480, 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor,  under  whom  it  has  been  held  for  many  years 
by  the  family  of  Leigh  : the  prefent  leffee  is  the  Hon.  Mary  Leigh,  of  Stonely, 
in  Warwickfhire. 

Another  manor  called  Vauxes,  alias  Fowlers,  was  fucceffively  in  the  families  of 
Molins  and  Chaftillon.  Having  been  forfeited  to  the  crown,  in  1467,  by  the  at- 
tainder of  Sir  William  Vaux,  it  was  granted  to  Richard  Fowler  efq.  being  then 
defcribed  as  a moiety  of  the  manor  of  Stewkley  b.  Browne  Willis  fpeaks  of  it  as 
belonging  in  his  time  to  the  family  of  Hopper.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Wodley  of  Cublington,  who  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Fofter. 

Stewkley-grange  was,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  in  the  Duncombe 
family.  From  the  year  1690,  or  thereabout,  till  1760,  it  was  in  the  family  of 
Wigg  : and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Ward. 

At  Littlecote  or  Litcote , a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe  de- 
dicated to  St.  Giles.  The  manor  was  at  a remote  period  in  the  families  of  Molins 
and  Pigot : in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  was  purchafed  by  an  anceffor  of  the 
prefent  proprietor,  Thomas  Sheppard  efq.  of  Thornton.  The  Sheppards  were 
fettled  at  Littlecote,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. 

In  the  parilh  church,  which  affords  a very  curious  fpecimen  of  Saxon  archi- 
tecture c is  the  tomb  of  the  late  Thomas  Sheppard  efq.  who  married  the  heirefs  of 
the  Tourneys  of  Cublington. 

The  great  tithes  of  Stewkley  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Kenil- 
worth are  now  annexed  to  the  See  of  Oxford.  The  bilhop  of  that  diocefe  is  patron 
of  the  vicarage. 

3 See  p.  487.  h Pat.  7.  Edw.  IV.  * See  it  fpokcn  of  more  at  large  p.  486.  , 
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Stoke-Goldington,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  on  the 
borders  of  Northamptonfhire  four  miles  and  a half  from  Newport-Pagnell,  in  the 
road  from  that  town  to  Northampton.  There  were  anciently  two  manors,  or  moi- 
eties of  manors,  in  this  place  ; both  of  which  are  now  the  property  of  Mifs  Wrighte 
of  Gothurft  : one  of  thefe  has  paffed  by  the  fame  title  as  Gothurft ; the 
other  was  anciently  in  the  Peverells,  whofe  heirefs  married  into  the  family  of  Baren- 
tine  : in  1344  it  was  given  by  the  Barentines  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Raven- 
lion.  After  the  reformation,  this  eflate  became  the  property  of  the  Mulfo  family  ; 
ftnce  which  time  it  has  paffed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  eftate.  Mifs 
Wrighte  is  patronefs  of  the  reclory,  which  was  confolidated  with  Gothurft  in  1736. 
The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  acl  of  parliament  paffed  in  1770,  when  an  al- 
lotment of  land  was  afligned  to  the  redtor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  &c.  There  is  no  cha- 
rity fchool  or  alms-houfe  in  the  parilh. 

Eakley , now  united  to  Stoke-Goldington,  was  formerly  a diftinft  parilh,  and 
had  a chapel  which  was  ferved  once  a month.  There  are  two  manors  in  Eakley ; one 
of  thefe,  called  Wolf ’s-fields,  was  purchafed  of  the  late  Lord  Winchelfea  by  the 
truftees  of  Dr.  Bulby’s  charities.  Mifs  Wrighte’s  manor  of  Stoke  is  held  under 
this  manor  by  a quit  rent  of  2s.  4d.  per  annum.  The  other  manor,  called  Eakley- 
Lane,  was  many  years  in  the  family  of  Lane,  and  is  now  held  in  trull  for  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  late  Charles  Lane,  of  St.  Thomas  ftreet,  Southwark,  by  Henry 
Cline  efq.  Another  manor  near  Stoke-Goldington,  called  Gorefields,  is  extra- 
parochial  ; it  is  now  the  property  of  Mifs  Wrighte,  whofe  father  purchafed  it  of 
the  Wilkinfons. 

Stoke-Hamond,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  three 
miles  fouth  of  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  continued  for  a confiderable  time  in 
the  family  of  Wolverton,  defendants  of  Maignon  Brito,  who  held  it  at  the  time 
of  the  Norman  Survey.  The  greater  part  of  it  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the 
families  of  Chaftillon,  Barton,  Ingleton,  Tyrrell,  Kirk,  and  Bennet.  From  the 
latter  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  Scudamore : it  is  now  the  property  of 
his  grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  in  right  of  his  duchefs,  who  was  grandaughter  and 
heir  of  the  laft  Lord  Scudamore.  A fourth  part  of  the  manor  was  feparated  from 
the  reft  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  and  given  to  the  priory  of  Dunftaple : fubfe- 
quent  to  the  reformation  it  was  for  fome  years  in  the  family  of  Pye,  afterwards  in 
the  Smiths:  in  1773  it  was  purchafed  in  trull  for  the  Duchefs  of  Norfolk,  in 
whom  the  whole  manor  is  now  veiled.  The  lands  belonging  to  this  portion  of  the 
manor  paffed  into  other  hands. 
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In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Difney,  Hillerfdon, 
and  Frank.  The  bifhop  of  Lincoln  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  The  parilh  has  been 
inclofed  purfuant  to  an  aft  of  parliament,  palled  in  1773,  when  an  allotment  was 
made  to  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes. 

Stoke-Mandeville,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  fouth  of  Aylefbury,  near  the  road  to  Amerfham. 
This  manor,  which  was  formerly  in  the  Zouches,  and  of  late  years  in  the  Clarkes 
of  Ardington,  in  Berk  iFire ; was  purchafed,  about  the  year  1790,  of  William 
Wifeman-  Clarke  efq-.  by  Mr.  Charles  Lucas,  of  Aylefbury,  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor. 

The  manor  of  Oldbury  belonged,  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  to 
Sir  William  Moton ; both  this  manor  and  that  of  Newbury  in  this  parifh,  were 
foon  afterwards  in  the  Brudenells,  collateral  anceflors  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan, 
who  had  a feat  at  Stoke-Mandeville.  In  the  chapel,  (which  is  parochial  although 
dependant  on  Bierton  as  the  mother  church),  is  a tablet  in  memory  of  fome 
children  of  Edmund  Brudenell  efq.  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
‘idle  manors  of  Oldbury  and  Newbury  are  not  now  known. 

The  reftorial  eftate  is  held  by  Chrifl’s-Hofpital  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Lincoln.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  179 7 : 
when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  in  lieu  of  the  great  tithes,  and  a corn-rent 
affigned  to  the  vicar  of  Bierton. 

Preflwood  lies  in  an  infulated  part  of  the  parifh  of  Stoke-Mandeville,  among 
the  woods  between  Hampden  and  Miffenden.  Southward  of  the  avenue  leading  to 
Hampden  houfe,  was  the  land  for  which  20s.  fhip  money  was  affeffed  on  Mr. 
Hampden,  whole  refiftance  of  this  alfeffment  occafioned  the  celebrated  trial  on  that 
fubjeft.  Mr.  Oldham’s  manor  of  Overbury  extends  into  this  part  of  the  parifh. 

Stoke-Poges,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  nearly 
two  miles  north  of  Slough,  and  about  fix  miles  north-weft  of  Colnbrook.  Ami- 
cia  de  Stoke  brought  the  manor  of  this  place  in  marriage  to  Robert  Poges,  who 
was  chofen  one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire  in  the  year  1300  ; his  granaaughter  and 
heir  Egidia  married  Sir  John  Molins  knight-banneret,  and  treafurer  of  the  chamber 
to  King  Edward  III.  In  1331  he  had  the  royal  licence  for  fortifying  and  embat- 
tling his  manfion  at  Stoke,  and,  in  1346,  he  procured  a charter  that  Stoke  and 
Ditton,  where  alfo  he  had  a feat,  fhould  be  exempt  from  the  authority  of  the 
king’s  Marfhal.  From  Sir  John  Molins  this  manor  defcended  by  female  heirs 
to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Haflings.  Henry  Iiaftings  Earl  of  Huntingdon 
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rebuilt  the  manor-houfe  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  eftate  was  foon  af- 
terwards feized  by  the  crown  for  a debt.  King  James  the  Firft,  about  the  year 
1621,  granted  the  manor  in  fee  to  Lord  Chief  Jultice  Coke,  who  appears  to  have 
held  it  many  years  before  as  leffee  under  the  crown.  In  1601,  being  then  Attor- 
ney-General, he  entertained  Queen  Elizabeth  very  fumptuoufly  at  this  place,  and 
prefented  her  Majefty  with  jewels  to  the  value  of  ioool.  or  1200I.  In  1625  this 
celebrated  lawyer,  having  quitted  his  high  ftation,  and  being  out  of  favour  with 
the  court,  was  obliged,  much  againft  his  will,  to  ferve  the  office  of  Iheriff  for  the 
county ; and  it  was  thought  by  his  friends  a great  degradation,  that  he  who  had 
filled  one  of  the  higheft  fituations  on  the  bench  fhould  attend  on  the  judges  at 
the  affizes.  Sir  John  Villiers,  elder  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  married 
Sir  Edward  Coke’s  only  daughter ; and  this  manor  (then  held  by  leafe)  having 
been  fettled  on  him  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  was,  in  1619,  created  a peer 
by  the  title  of  baron  Villiers,  of  Stoke-Poges,  and  Vifcount  Purbeck.  Lord  Pur- 
beck  fucceeded  to  this  eftate  after  the  death  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  which  happened 
in  1634,  at  his  feat  at  Stoke-Poges.  The  houfe,  it  appears,  was  fettled  on  his 
lady,  who  was  relitt  of  Sir  William  Hatton.  There  appears  to  have  been  but 
little  harmony  between  them  ; during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  they  lived  fepa- 
rately ; and  fo  eager  was  fhe  to  take  poffeffion,  that,  upon  a premature  report  of 
his  death,  we  are  told  Ihe  haftened  down  with  her  brother,  Lord  Wimbledon,  for 
that  purpofe ; but  meeting  his  phyfician  near  Colnbrook,  and  learning  from  him 
tidings  of  her  hulband’s  amendment,  fhe  returned  difappointed  to  London.  This 
great  man  feerns  to  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  towards  the  clofe  of  his  life,  and 
to  have  fuffered  much  from  domeftic  afilidlions : his  only  daughter,  Lady  Purbeck, 
eloped  from  her  hufband  in  1621,  and  lived  in  adultery  with  Sir  Robert  Howard  d. 
She  was  reconciled  to  her  father  before  his  death,  and  lived  with  him  at  Stoke  the 
two  years  immediately  preceding  ; but  after  that  event  returned  to  Sir  Robert 
Howard.  The  proceedings  againfl  this  lady  and  her  gallant  were  fuch,  as  if  they 
were  to  be  now  adopted,  would  have  a greater  effect  perhaps  in  checking  the 
crime  of  adultery,  than  the  heaviefl  pecuniary  fines.  Lady  Purbeck  was  fen- 
tenced  by  the  High  Commiffion  Court'  to  do  penance  in  a white  lheet  at  the 
Savoy  church  : Ihe  efcaped  this  fentence  by  flight,  but  it  hung  over  her  for 

d After  her  elopement  (he  for  fome  time  called  herfelf  Mrs.  Wright,  and  lay  in  privately  of  a fon, 
who  bore  that  name.  He  afterwards  took  the  name  of  Danvers  by  virtue  of  a patent  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  having  married  the  heiref3  of  Sir  John  Danvers.  His  fon  affumed  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Purbeck  ; and  after  the  death  of  George  Duke  of  Buckingham,  in  1688,  that  of  Earl  of  Bucking- 
ham ; but  his  title  was  not  allowed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  He  was  buried  at  South-Mims,  in  17 15. 
Cole’s  MSS.  Brit.  Muf. 
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many  years.  In  1635,  the  year  after  her  father’s  death,  fhe  and  Sir  Robert  How- 
ard were  both  taken  into  cuftody,  and  committed  to  different  prifons  % fhe  to  the 
Gatehoufe  and  Sir  Robert  to  the  Fleet,  where  he  fuffered  a tedious  itnprifonment  ! 
Lady  Purbeck  efcaped  from  prifon  difguifed  in  male  apparel,  and  got  over  to 
France.  The  government  demanded  her  from  that  court  ; but  whether  fhe  was 
given  up,  or  returned  and  fubmitted  to  her  fentence  is  not  known,  as  the  com- 
municative Mr.  Garrard,  Lord  Strafford’s  intelligent  informer,  about  that  time 
ceafes  his  correfpondence  with  his  noble  patron.  It  is  certain  that  fome  years  af- 
terwards fhe  was  in  England  cohabiting  with  Sir  Robert  Howard,  and  being  with 
him  in  the  King’s  garrifon  at  Oxford,  died  there  in  1645,  an<f  was  buried  in  St. 

-^Mary’s  church.  In  1647,  Stoke-houfe  was  for  a fhort  time  the  refidence  of  the 
unfortunate  King  Charles,  when  he  was  a prifoner  in  the  power  of  the  army.  Not 
long  after  the  death  of  Lord  Purbeck,  which  happened  in  1656,  the  manor  of 
Stoke  was  fold  by  his  heirs  to  John  Gayer  efq.  elder  brother  of  Sir  Robert  Gayer 
K.  B.  who  afterwards  poffeffed  it.  It  was  purchafed  of  the  Gayers  about  the  year 
1720,  by  Edward  Halfey  efq.  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  town  of  Bucking- 
ham, whofe  daughter  Anne  married  Lord  Cobham.  Stoke-houfe  and  the  manor 
were  fold  by  her  heirs  to  William  Penn  efq.  chief  proprietor  of  Pennfylvania, 
grandfather  of  John  Penn  efq.  the  prefent  pofleflor. 

The  ancient  manor- houfe  at  Stoke  has  been  celebrated,  not  only  for  its  emi- 
nent inhabitants,  but  as  having  furnifhed  the  fubjefl  of  Gray’s  “ long  ftory.”  The 
“ dim  windows  that  excluded  the  light”  were  filled  with  arms  of  the  family  of 
Haftings  and  its  alliances,  thofe  of  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and  many  of  his  great  con- 
temporaries in  the  law.  It  was  pulled  down  in  1789  by  Mr.  Penn,  who  has  built 
an  elegant  modern  manfion  not  far  from  its  fite  from  a defign  of  Mr.  Wyatt. 
The  library  is  a noble  room  140  feet  in  length,  extending  the  whole  of  the 
fouth  front.  Among  other  family  pictures  at  Stoke-houfe  are  thofe  of  the  celebrat- 
ed Admiral  Sir  William  Penn,  and  his  fon  the  ftill  more  celebrated  founder  of 
the  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  painted  in  armour  at  the  age  of  22,  before  his  converfion 
to  the  tenets  of  the  Quakers.  In  the  park  to  the  north  of  the  houfe  is  a coloflal 
ftatue  of  Sir  Edward  Coke  (by  Roffi)  on  a fluted  pedeftal  fixty  eight  feet  in  height. 

The  priory  of  Burnham  had  a manor  in  this  parilh.  Bonyforden  in  Stoke- 
Poges  was  a feat  and  manor  of  the  Windfor  family.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
gain  any  information  as  to  the  fubfequent  hiftory  or  of  the  prefent  pofiefiors  of 
thefe  eftates. 

* Archbiihop  Laud  was  fined  300).  fome  years  afterwards  by  the  parliament  for  having  imprifoned  Sir 
Robert  Howard.  Cole’s  MSS.  Brit.  Muf. 
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The  parifh  church  is  a fmall  Gothic  ftructure  with  a wooden  fpire.  In 
the  north  wall  of  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  tomb  under  an  arch  rudely  executed 
and  ornamented  with  foliage,  probably  that  of  Sir  John  Molins.  Near  the  altar 
are  the  tombs  (with  their  effigies  engraven  on  brafs)  of  Sir  William  Molins,  who  fell 
at  the  fiege  of  Orleans  in  1429  ; Margaret  Lady  Molins  and  Eleanor  Lady  Molins. 
George  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  in  1544,  lies  buried  alfo  in  the  chancel,  but 
has  no  monument.  Sir  Edward  Haftings,  Lord  Loughborough,  built  a chapel 
adjoining  the  church  as  a place  of  interment  for  his  family,  and  directed  by  his 
will  that  tombs  ffiould  be  erected  for  fuch  of  his  relations  as  had  been  buried  at 
this  place.  On  his  own  tomb  he  denred  that  there  might  be  placed  his  effigies  in 
copper,  gilt.  Either  his  directions  were  not  complied  with,  or  the  monuments* 
have  been  removed,  for  there  are  now  no  memorials  of  any  kind  for  the  family  of 
Haftings.  There  is  a monument  in  this  chapel  for  Dr.  Gregory  Hafcard  dean  of 
Windfor,  one  of  the  mod  celebrated  preachers  of  his  time,  who  died  in  170S. 

The  church-yard  at  Stoke-Poges  was  the  feene  of  Gray’s  well  known  elegy.  That 
celebrated  poet  fpent  a great'  part  of  his  youth  in  this  village,  and  lies  buried  here 
himfelf  under  a tomb  which  he  had  eredted  over  the  remains  of  his  mother  and  aunt. 
As  there  is  nothing  on  the  done  that  covers  his  remains  to  denote  it  as  the  place  of 
his  burial,  Mr.  Penn  has  eredted  a monument  for  .him  in  an  adjoining  field 
with  the  following  infeription : “ This  monument  in  honour  of  Thomas  Gray, 
was  eredted  A.  D.  1799,  among  the  feenery  celebrated  by  that  great  lyric  and 
elegiac  poet.  He  died  in  1771,  and  lies  unnoticed  in  the  adjoining  church- 
yard, under  the  tombftone  on  which  he  pioufly  and  pathetically  recorded  the 
interment  of  his  aunt  and  much  lamented  mother.” 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  given  by  Hugh  de  Stoke  to  the  priory  of  St. 
Mary-Overie  in  Southwark ; after  the  reformation  they  were  granted  to  John 
Dorfet : they  were  purchafed  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  by  Sir  Ro- 
bert Clarges,  and  having  remained  fome  time  in  his  family  were  afterwards  in  the 
Godolphins.  It  is  probable  they  were  purchafed  by  Dr.  Godolphin,  provoft 
of  Eton  and  afterwards  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  who  was  uncle  of  the  laft  Earl  of  Go- 
dolphin  ; they  are  now  the  property  of  Lord  Francis  Godolphin  Ofoorne, 
younger  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds.  The  late  Lord  Godolphin  and  his  lady 
augmented  the  vicarage  with  a rent  charge  of  48k  per  annum  iffuing  out  of  the 
great  tithes. 

Sir  Edward  Haftings,  Lord  Haftings  of  Loughborough,  founded  a hofpital  in 
the  year  1557  near  the  church-yard,  and  endowed  it  with  a rent  charge  of 
53I.  9s.  io|d.  ifluing  out  of  the  manor  of  Creech  St.  Michael,  in  Somerfetffiire, 
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and  fix  cow-paftures  in  Stoke  park,  for  the  fupport  of  a chantry-prieft,  and  four 
beadfmen : after  the  reformation  this  hofpital  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
mafter  and  brethren.  The  late  Mr.  Penn,  in  lieu  of  the  cow-paftures,  gave  30 
acres  of  land  to  the  hofpital,  free  of  tithes  and  taxes  : in  1765,  he  procured  an 
a 0:  of  parliament  for  pulling  down  the  old  hofpital  and  rebuilding  it  on  its  prefent 
fite,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  church.  The  new  hofpital  is  a handfome 
brick  building  with  commodious  apartments  for  the  poor  brethren,  a houfe  for 
the  mafter,  and  a chapel.  Elizabeth  Countefs  of  Moira,  Baronefs  Haftings  and 
Hungerford,  as  reprefentative  of  the  founder,  is  patronefs  of  the  hofpital.  The 
prefent  mafter,  Mr.  Nettlelhip,  who  was  appointed  in  1795,  is  vicar  of  Stoke- 
Poges,  as  was  his  predeceffor.  The  vifitors  of  the  hofpital  are  the  dean  of  Wind- 
for  and  the  provoft  of  Eton. 

Ditton,  a hamlet  of  this  parilh,  has  a chapel  of  eafe,  which  was  formerly  a 
chantry  chapel.  The  manor  of  Ditton  was  held  with  Stoke-Poges  by -the  families 
of  Molins,  Hungerford  and  Haftings.  Sir  John  Molins  had  the  king’s  licence  to- 
fortify  and  embattle  his  houfes  at  Stoke  and  Ditton,  in  1331.  Ditton  park  be- 
longed to  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; it  was  afterwards  the 
property  and  feat  of  Sir  Ralph  Winwood  author  of  the  Memorials,  and  fecretary  of 
ftate  to  King  James  I. : after  the  death  of  his  fon  Richard,  it  devolved  to  Ralph 
Lord  Montagu  (afterwards  Duke  of  Montagu),  whofe  father  had  married  the 
heirefs  of  the  Winwoods.  Of  late  years  Ditton  has  been  the  feat  of  Earl  Beau- 
lieu, who  died  in  1803.  He  poffefled  it  in  right  of  his  lady,  the  Dutchefs-dowager 
of  Manchefter,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  John  Duke  of  Montagu.  It  is  now  by 
bequeft  the  property  of  the  Duchefs  of  Buccleugh  ; the  reverfion  is  veiled  in  her 
fecond  fon  Lord  Montagu. 

Ditton-houfe  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  Ralph  Winwood:  it  is  at  prefent 
unoccupied. 

' Richard  Winwood  efq.  fon  of  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  being  poffefted  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Ditton,  purchafed  the  chapel  in  which  divine  fervice  had  been  difcon- 
tinued  for  many  years,  endowed  it  with  50I.  per  annum,  and  built  a houfe  for  the 
minifter.  The  patronage  of  the  donative  was  by  him  veiled  in  his  heirs,  and  in. 
default  of  heirs,  in  the  proprietor  of  the  manor  of  Ditton  for  the  time  being. 

Baylies,  in  this  parilh,  the  feat  of  the  late  Lord  Godolphin,  was  rebuilt  by 
Dr.  Gregory  Hafcard  dean  of  Windfor.  The  former  manfion  had  been  the 
chief  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Cleveland.  This,  with  many  other  eftates,  was  be- 
queathed by  the  late  Lord  Godolphin  to  Lord  Francis  Godolphin  O (borne,, 
fecond  fon  of  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds.  The  houfe  was  lately  in  the  occupa- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  Earl  of  Rofslyn,  who  died  there  in  the  month  of  January  1805.  It  is 
at  prefent  unoccupied. 

Other  principal  feats  in  this  parifh  are  Stoke-place,  on  Stoke-green,  lately  Sir 
George  Howard’s,  now  General  Vyfe’s.  Stoke-farm,  the  earl  of  Sefton’s ; and 
Weft-end  houfe,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Browning’s. 

Sir  John  Molins  had  a charter  for  a fair  at  Stoke -Poges  in  1331,  to  be  held  on 
the  feftival  of  St.  Giles  and  the  fix  following  days.  This  has  been  difcontinued, 
but  there  is  a fair  for  toys  upon  Stoke-green  on  Whitfun  Tuefday. 

Stone,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover,  lies  nearly 
three  miles  weft  of  Aylefbury,  on  the  road  to  Thame.  The  manor  was  anciently 
in  the  family  of  Braci,  afterwards  in  that  of  Whittingham.  It  has  been  fmce  held 
for  many  years  by  the  Lees  with  the  adjoining  manor  of  Hartwell,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  the  Rev.  Sir  George  Lee  bart. 

The  parifh  church  which  was  confecrated  in  1273^  retains  fome  vefliges  of  the 
archite&ure  of  that  period.  The  reftory  was  given  by  the  Braci  family  to  the 
priory  of  Ofeney.  By  the  ad  of  parliament  which  paffed  for  inclofmg  this 
parifh  in  1776,  it  appears  that  the  Lees  were  entitled  to  the  great  tithes  of  South- 
warp  in  Stone,  and  the  earl  of  Chefterfield  to  thofe  of  the  remainder  of  the  parifh. 
Allotments  of  land  were  then  afligned  to  the  impropriators  and  to  the  vicar,  who 
was  entitled  to  the  tithes  of  hay.  Sir  George  Lee  is  patron  and  incumbent  of  the 
vicarage. 

Stowe,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  nearly  three  miles  to 
the  north-weft  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  was  given  by  Robert  Doyley  to 
the  abbot  and  convent  of  Ofeney.  King  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  to  Robert  King 
the  firfl  bifhop  of  Oxford,  who  had  been  abbot  of  Ofney,  and  his  fucceffors  in  that 
fee.  In  1590,  the  bifhop  ol  Oxford  having  previoufly  furrendered  it  to  the  crown, 
it  was  granted  to  Thomas  Crompton  and  another  perfon g,  who  immediately  con- 
veyed it  to  John  Temple  efq.  whofe  family  were  originally  of  Sheepey,  in  Leicef- 
terfhire,  and  afterwards  of  Burton-Baffet  in  Warwickfhire.  His  father,  Peter 
Temple  efq.  was  the  firfl  of  the  family  who  fettled  at  Stowe  about  the  year  i554h, 
probably  as  lefl'ee  under  the  bifhop  of  Oxford.  Sir  Thomas  Temple  of  Stowe 
was  created  a baronet  in  1612.  His  great-grandfon  Sir  Richard,  who  diflin- 

‘ Rennet’s  Parochial  Antiquities.  s Pat.  32  Eliz.  h From  the  information  of  the  Mar- 
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guifhed  himfelf  by  his  military  {kill  and  bravery  in  the  wars  in  Flanders,  was  cre- 
ated baron  Cobham  in  1714,  and  in  1718  advanced  to  the  rank  of  a vifcount, 
with  the  fame  title.  Having  no  iffue,  and  his  younger  brother  having  died  unmar- 
ried, he  procured  an  entail  of  the  peerage  on  his  filler  Hefter,  the  wife  of  Richard 
Grenville  efq.  and  her  heirs  male.  On  the  death  of  Lord  Cobham  the  title  of 
baronet  defcended  to  a younger  branch  of  the  Temple  family,  in  which  it  {till 
remains.  Mrs.  Grenville  became  Vifcountefs  Cobham,  and  was  foon  afterwards 
created  Countefs  Temple : her  eldefl  fon,  Richard  Earl  Temple,  dying  without 
iflue  in  1779,  was  fucceeded  in  title  and  eflates  by  his  nephew  George,  who,  in 
1784,  was  created  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Stowe,  the  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  has  long  been  efleemed  the 
chief  ornament  of  this  county.  The  approach  to  it  from  Buckingham  is  very 
grand,  particularly  as  you  pafs  through  a Corinthian  arch  60  feet  in  height.  From 
this  fpot  you  have  a mod  favourable  view  of  the  noble  manfion  and  its  furrounding 
fcenery.  The  houfe  was  originally  built  by  Peter  Temple  efq.  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  rebuilt  by  Sir  Richard  Temple  K.  B.  who  died  in  1697.  His  fon 
Lord  Cobham  built  a new  front  and  added  the  wings  ; but  it  was  improved  to  its 
prefent  magnificence  by  the  late  Earl  Temple,  who  again  rebuilt  the  front ; and  the 
prefent  noble  owner,  under  whofe  directions  the  feveral  {lately  apartments  which 
it  contains  have  been  defigned  and  completed.  The  whole  front  now  extends  916 
feet : the  central  part  is  454.  The  faloon  is  a very  fingular  and  magnificent 
room  of  an  oval  form  60  feet  in  length  and  43  in  breadth : on  the  cornice  is  a 
Roman  triumph  and  facrifice,  extending  all  round  the  room,  executed  in  alto 
relievo  by  Valdre  ; the  principal  figures  are  copied  from  the  pillars  of  Trajan 
and  Antonine  and  other  public  buildings  at  Rome.  The  Hate  drawing  room  is 
50  feet  by  32  ; the  Hate  gallery  70  feet  by  25  ; the  library,  recently  fitted  up,  oc- 
cupies the  fpace  which  was  before  filled  by  the  drawing  room  and  dining  room  : it 
is  of  the  fame  fize  with  the  Hate  gallery.  This  noble  manfion  contains  a nume- 
rous and  valuable  collection  of  pictures  by  the  old  mafters,  and  many  portraits. 
Among  the  moll  remarkable  of  the  latter  are  the  brave  Sir  Beville  Grenville,  who 
fell  at  Lanfdown,  in  1643  > Lord  Cobham  ; Mrs.  Hefter  Sandys  (daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Temple)  the  lady  mentioned  in  the  account  of  Latimers  as  having- 
lived  to  fee  700  of  her  own  defendants ; a whole  length  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  with 
Sir  Peter  Temple,  as  a boy,  tying  on  his  fafh,  by  the  elder  Richardfon  (given  by 
Sir  Peter  to  Lord  Cobham  in  1685);  Richard  Defborough,  Cromwell’s  brother 
in  law,  and  his  wife,  by  Dobfon  ; Mons.  de  Vieuville  the  French  ambaffador  who 
loft  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Newbury,  by  Vandyke  ; Camden  the  antiquary  j Dean 
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Swift ; Pope  by  Hudfon  ; and  Addifon  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller.  The  gardens,  which 
occupy  400  acres,  exhibit  an  extraordinary  fpecimen  of  what  may  be  effected  by  art 
with  fcarcely  any  affidance  from  nature.  Their  varied  furface  having  been  pro- 
duced almod  entirely  by  the  labour  of  the  hand  upon  ground  which  was  originally 
nearly  level.  They  were  firft  defigned  by  Lord  Cobham,  affided  by  Bridgman 
and  Kent ; to  the  latter,  whofe  tade  was  much  fuperior  to  that  of  Bridgman, 
they  owe  moll  of  their  prefent  beauty.  Some  of  the  various  temples  and  other 
buildings  which  adorn  thefe  gardens  were  defigned  alfo  by  Kent ; others  by  Van- 
burgh,  Gibbs,  &c.  Launcelot  Browne,  who  afterwards  attained  fuch  celebrity 
for  his  fkill  and  tafle  in  laying  out  of  grounds,  came  into  Lord  Cobham’s  fer- 
vice  as  a boy,  in  the  year  1737,  and  was  employed  in  his  gardens  till  1750  ; but 
he  had  no  {hare,  as  generally  has  _been  fuppofed,  in  any  of  the  improvements,  they 
having  been  completed  before  he  came  to  Stowe.  The  good  tafle  which  he  evinced 
whilfl  employed  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  to  whom  he  was  recommended  by  Lord 
Cobham,  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  fame  and  fortune.  It  would  not  be 
confident  with  the  intention  of  this  work  to  enter  into  a more  minute  defcription  of 
this  celebrated  houfe  and  its  gardens,  which  have  been  fo  often  defcribed, 
and  which  have  been  defcribed  very  much  at  large  in  a quarto  volume  lately 
publifhed  at  Buckingham  with  numerous  plates.  The  beauties  of  Stowe  have 
been  extolled  in  poetry  by  Pope  and  Well,  who  fpent  many  feflive  hours  with  its 
noble  owner.  Lord  Cobham,  and  fome  of  the  mod  celebrated  of  their  literary  con- 
temporaries. Hammond,  the  elegiac  poet,  died  whild  on  a vifit  to  Stowe 
in  1742. 

The  manor  of  Dodford,  a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  belonged  in  part  to  the  neigh- 
bouring moriadery  of  Bittlefden  : it  has  long  been  annexed  to  that  of  Stowe. 

The  fite  of  Boycott  a depopulated  hamlet,  is  within  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham’s grounds.  The  manor  which  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Luffield  has  long 
been  annexed  alfo  to  Stowe. 

In  Langport , a hamlet  of  Stowe,  there  were  anciently  two  manors,  one  of 
which  was  given  to  the  priory  of  Ofeney,  and  has  paded  with  Stowe ; the  other 
feems  to  have  belonged  to  the  priory  of  Luffield.  An  edate  held  under  this  priory 
was,  as  early  as  the  year  1350,  the  property  of  a family  who  took  their  name  from 
the  hamlet,  and  paded  by  marriage,  in  the  year  1416,  to  the  Dayrells.  It  is  now 
the  property  of  Edmund  Dayrell  efq.  whofe  houfe  adjoins  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham’s pleafure  grounds. 

The  parifh  church  contains  no  monument  of  the  Temple  family  ex- 
cepting that  of  Heder  Lady  Penidon,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Temple, 
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who  died  in  1619:  feveral  of  the  family  neverthelefs  lie  buried  here,  as 

appears  by  the  parilh  regifter.  Wotton  is  the  burial  place  of  the  Grenvilles. 
In  the  churchyard  was  a large  yew  tree  with  a remarkable  extent  of  fpreading 
branches,  which  is  now  paled  off,  and  Hands  within  the  Marquis  of  Buckings 
ham’s  grounds.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  priory 
of  Ofeney,  were  granted  with  the  manor  to  the  bilhop  of  Oxford,  and  having 
fince  palTed  with  it  are  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  who  is 
patron  of  the  vicarage.  Sir  Richard  Temple  endowed  the  vicarage  with  50I.  per  ann. 

At  Luffield,  on  the  borders  of  Northamptonlhire,  juft  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  park,  Robert  Boffu  Earl  of  Leicefter,  about  the  year 
1 1 24,  founded  a priory  of  Benedidtine  monks,  which  was  diffolved  by  King 
Henry  VII.  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and  given  in  1500  to  Weftminfter  abbey. 
Camden  fays,  that  it  had  been  before  forfaken  by  the  monks  on  account  of  the 
plague.  The  fite  was  granted  by  King  Edward  VI.  to  Sir  Nicholas  Throckmorton, 
and  having  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  Temples,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Buckingham.  There  are  no  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings ; the  lite 
is  occupied  by  a farm-houfe  which  is  extra-parochial,  but  affeffed  with  Stowe. 
Browne  Willis  fays  that  the  houfe,  though  confidered  as  extra-parochial.  Hands 
locally  within  the  parilh  of  Lillingftone-Dayrell,  and  that  there  was  formerly  a 
chapel  at  that  place  dedicated  to  Thomas  a Becket,  and  given  to  Luffield  priory  by 
the  Dayrells.  The  county  of  Northampton  extends  within  fifty  yards  of  the  houfe. 
Browne  Willis  mentions  a part  of  the  ruins  as  remaining  in  his  time,  and  Hand- 
ing within  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Silvefton  in  Northamptonlhire. 

In  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III.  the  prior  claimed  the  privilege  of  holding  a 
fair  at  Luffield  for  three  days,  at  the  feftival  of  the  Exaltation  of  the  Crofs,  and 
view  of  frankplege  in  Silvefton  s. 

Stony-Stratford,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  is  a market 
town  52  miles  from  London,  lying  on  the  great  road  to  Chefter  and  Liverpool. 
Till  of  late  years  the  eaft  fide  of  Stony-Stratford,  was  in  the  parilh  of  Wolverton, 
and  the  weft  fide  in  Calverton.  They  are  now  two  diftindt  parilhes  called  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  or  the  eaft  fide  of  Stony-Stratford,  and  St.  Giles,  or  the  weft 
fide.  A market  at  this  town  was  granted  to  the  Veres  in  1460  : in  1663,  Simon 
Bennet  lord  of  the  manor  of  Calverton,  procured  a charter  for  a market  on 
Friday  (which  is  the  prefent  market  day),  and  four  fairs  j April  9,  the  Wednefday 


5 Placit.  &c.  in  com.  Buck,  in  Turr.  Lond.  No.  8. 
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and  Thurfday  in  Whitfun  week,  the  Friday  before  Michaelmas,  and  All  Saints  day. 
A fair  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Giles  had  been  granted  to  the  Veres  in  12 57,  and 
another  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  1 290.  Browne  Willis  fpeaks  of  four 
fairs  as  held  in  his  time  at  Stony-Stratford,  April  1 1 ; Thurfday  in  Whitfun-week, 
July  22,  and  Nov.  1 : there  are  now  only  three  fairs  : Auguft  2 (being  the  fefti- 
val  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  O.  S.)  for  toys,  &c.  Oft.  11,  and  Nov.  12.  The  town 
has  twice  fuftained  much  injury  by  fire ; the  firft  time  was  in  the  year  1736, 
when  53  houfes  were  burnt  down  : a more  deftruftive  fire  broke  out  on  the 
fixth  of  May  1742,  which  confumed  113  houfes  and  the  church  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  which  has  never  been  rebuilt : the  tower,  which  efcaped  the 

flames,  is  yet  {landing.  The  damage  was  eftimated  at  io,oool;  the  fum  of 
4293I.  was  collefted  towards  the  lofs  by  a brief,  and  nearly  3000I.  by  fubfcrip- 
tions.  According  to  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  Population  Aft  in 
1801,  there  were  then  106  houfes  in  the  Eaft-fide  parifli  containing  528  in- 
habitants, of  whom  261  were  males  and  267  females;  in  the  Weft-fide 
parifli  193  houfes,  containing  1125  inhabitants,  of  whom  545  were  males  and 
580  females. 

At  this  town  King  Richard  the  Third,  then  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  accompanied 
by  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  took  pofieflion  of  the  perfon  of  the  un- 
fortunate young  monarch  Edward  V.  who  was  then  with  his  attendants  at  an  inn, 
and  in  his  prefence  arrefted  Lord  Richard  Grey  and  Sir  Thomas  Vaughan  h. 

The  church  of  St.  Giles  on  the  weft  fide  of  Stony  Stratford,  was  originally 
built  as  a chantry  chapel  in  1451,  and  was  endowed  in  1482.  The  tower  was 
not  erefted  till  fome  years  afterwards,  as  appears  by  the  will  of  John  Edy,  who 
in  1487  left  a fum  of  money  towards  its  building.  This  church  (excepting  the 
tower)  was  rebuilt  in  1776  by  Mr.  Hiorne  of  Warwick : it  exhibits  a bad  imitation 
of  the  Gothic  ftyle  of  architefture.  The  benefices  of  St.  Giles  and  St.  Mary  Magda- 
len in  Stony  Stratford  were  confolidated  in  1776:  they  were  before  two  diftinft 
curacies,  in  the  patronage  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

A gild  at  Stony-Stratford  founded  by  John  Edy  and  others  was  incorporated  in 
the  year  1481.  There  are  feveral  charities  belonging  to  the  town;  the  moft  im- 
portant is  one  of  70I.  per  annum  for  apprenticing  children. 

The  crofs  erefted  at  Stratford  in  memory  of  Eleanor  Queen  of  Edward  I.  was 
demolifhed  in  the  great  civil  war : it  flood  at  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

An  aft  of  parliament  for  paving  and  lighting  the  ftreets  of  Stony-Stratford, 
paITed  in  1801. 

' h Holinlhed. 
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Water-Stratford,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about 
three  miles  north-weft  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  belonged  anciently  to  a 
family  who  took  their  name  from  this  place  : about  the  year  1350  it  paffed  to  the 
Giffords : it  was  afterwards  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Barton,  Fowler, 
Frankys,  and  Egerly  : by  the  latter  it  was  fold  about  the  year  1703  to  Thomas 
Cookes  Winford,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Winford  baronet,  of  whofe  re- 
prefentatives  it  was  purchafed  by  the  family  of  the  prefent  proprietor,  B.  Hayes 
efq. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  Frankys.  The  Marquis 
of  Buckingham  is  patron  of  the  redory.  The  advowfon  belonged  formerly  to 
the  priory  of  Luffiejd.  Dr.  Robert  Sipthorpe,  rector  of  this  parifh,  was  charged  by 
the  parliament  with  having  been  the  caufe  of  the  fatal  rupture  between  them  and 
their  monarch,  by  his  having  preached  up  the  royal  prerogative  as  being  above  the 
law. 

John  Mafon  who  was  prefented  to  the  redory  of  Water-Stratford  in  1674,  be- 
came in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  a vifionary  enthufiaft  : Granger  calls  him  a man 
of  unaffeded  piety  and  fays  that  he  was  efteemed  to  be  poffeffed  of  learning  ana 
abilities  above  the  common  level,  till  he  became  bewildered  in  the  myfteries  of 
Calvinifm.  He  was  himfelf  firmly  perfuaded,  and  perfuaded  multitudes,  that  he 
was  the  Elias  appointed  to  proclaim  the  fecond  advent  of  our  Saviour.  Among 
other  prophecies  he  foretold  his  own  refurredion  after  three  days.  Great  num- 
bers of  his  deluded  followers  left  their  homes  and  filled  all  the  houfes  and  barns  41 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Water-Stratford.  Mr.  Mafon  printed  a fet  of  rhapfo- 
dical  hymns  for  the  ufe  of  his  difciples  who  fang  them  in  the  fields,  and  we  are 
told  that  every  vagabond  and  village  fidler  round  the  country  bore  a part  in  the 
rude  concert  \ Mr.  Mafon  died  in  full  convidion  of  the  reality  of  his  million.  Al- 
though from  the  nature  of  his  prophecies,  and  the  failure  of  their  accomplifhment, 
it  might  have  been  expeded  that  his  fed  would  have  been  more  fhort-lived,  yet 
notwithftanding  his  fucceffor,  Mr.  Rufhworth,  opened  his  grave  fome  time  after 
his  interment,  and  expofed  his  corpfe  to  view  with  the  intention  of  convincing  his 
parifhioners  of  the  falfity  of  his  predeceffor’s  prophecies  and  the  wildnefs  of  his 
tenets,  yet  they  continued  for  feveral  years  to  affemble  at  a place  they  called 
Holy  ground,  where  fome  of  them  affirmed  that  they  had  feen  and  fpoken  with 
Mr.  Mafon  after  his  death.  When  they  were  prevented  from  affembling  in  this 


1 See  Browne  Willis’s  Hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Buckingham. 


field. 


646 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


field,  they  met  at  a houfe  in  Water-Stratford.  Three  pamphlets  on  this  fubjedt 
were  publiffied  in  1694,  the  year  after  Mr.  Mafon’s  death. 

Swanbourn,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about 
two  miles  and  a half  to  the  weft  of  Winflow.  The  manor  belonged  to  Woburn 
abbey,  and  was  granted  in  1554  to  Ambrofe  Gilbert  : it  feems  to  have  been  fince 
divided  into  moieties  one  of  which  was  for  many  years  in  the  family  of  Adams. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Adams  in  1 775,  this  moiety  paffed  by  his  bequeft  to 
Mr.  Williamfon  : it  is  now  by  purchafe  the  property  of  Jofeph  Farborough  efq.  The 
other  moiety  was  fome  years  ago  in  the  family  of  Alkew,  and  was  purchafed  of 
them  by  the  Deverells,  to  whom  it  ftill  belongs. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Adams  family,  and  of  Mr.  Jofias 
Afkew  who  died  in  1750,  at  the  age  of  94. 

The  great  tithes  were  formerly  appropriated  to  Woburn  abbey.  The  parilh  has 
been  inclofed  by  an  adt  of  parliament  paffed  in  1761,  when  an  allotment  of  land 
was  affigned  in  lieu  of  great  tithes  to  James  Adams  efq.  then  impropriator,  an  al- 
lotment for  the  vicar’s  glebe,  and  a corn  rent  in  lieu  of  vicarial  tithes ; an  allot- 
ment of  land  was  affigned  for  the  repairs  for  the  church,  and  another  to  the  poor 
in  lieu  of  an  indulgence  of  pafture.  The  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Taplow,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  near  the  Bath  road, 
about  a mile  and  a half  from  Maidenhead.  The  manor,  which  it  is  probable 
had  belonged  to  fome  religious  houfe,  was  held  on  leafe  under  the  crown  in  the 
reign  of  King  James  I.  by  Sir  Henry  Guildford : foon  afterwards  it  became  the 
property  of  the  Hampfon  family  who  probably  had  a grant  of  it  in  fee.  Tho- 
mas Hampfon  efq.  of  Taplow  was  created  a baronet  in  1642.  The  heirs  of  Sir 
Dennis  Hampfon  fold  this  manor  about  the  year  1700  to  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  a 
diftinguiffied  officer  in  the  Duke  of  Marlborough’s  wars.  His  eldeft  daughter  who 
was  married  to  William  O’Brien  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  fucceeding  him  in  his  honours 
and  eftates,  became  Countefs  of  Orkney  in  her  own  right : (lie  had  two  daugh- 
ters, the  elder  of  whom,  the  late  countefs  of  Orkney,  was  the  firft  wife  of  her 
coufin  Murrough,  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  fince  created  Marquis  of  Thomond,  who  is  the 
prefent  proprietor  of  Taplow. 

Taplow  Court,  the  feat  of  the  Marquis,  is  an  old  manfion,  formerly  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  Hampfons : it  (lands  near  the  church,  and  commands  a fine  view 
over  Windfor  foreft  and  the  Thames. 
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Cliefden-houfe  was  purchafed  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Manfelds  by  the  witty 
and  profligate  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  began  a magnificent  houfe  upon  the  fite 
which  was  purchafed  and  finiihed  by  the  Earl  of  Orkney.  Frederick  Prince  of 
Wales,  father  of  his  prefent  Majelly,  rented  this  houfe  of  Anne  Countefs  of  Ork- 
ney, and  refided  here  feveral  fummers.  This  celebrated  manfion  was  deftroyed 
by  fire  in  1795  : fcarcely  a wreck  of  its  former  magnificence  remains.  Its  fitua- 
tion  was  much  fuperior  to  that  of  Taplow-Court,  the  rich  view  of  Windfor  and 
the  furrounding  county  being  heightened  by  the  beauty  of  the  fcenery  more  imme- 
diately contiguous. 

In  the  pariih  church  at  Taplow  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Robert  Manfeld,  and 
feveral  other  memorials  of  that  family.  The  Marquis  of  Thomond’s  aisle  was 
built  in  1 633  by  the  Hampfons,  whofe  arms,  three  hemp-breakers,  occur  fre- 
quently repeated  in  the  cornice.  The  amiable  Anne  Countefs  of  Orrery,  whofe 
beauty  and  virtues  have  been  celebrated  in  the  poetical  works  of  her  hufband  and 
his  contemporaries,  lies  buried  in  this  church  k.  She  died  at  Britwell  court,  a feat 
of  the  Earl’s,  in  the  neighbouring  pariih  of  Burnham. 

The  redory,  which  belonged  formerly  to  Merton  abbey ',  is  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown.  The  learned  Dr.  Hickman,  fome  time  bilhop  of  Londonderry,  was  infti- 
tuted  to  it  in  1698.  The  pariih  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  palfed 
in  1779,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes,  &c. 

Thornborough,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  three 
miles  and  a half  to  the  eall  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  belonged  to  the 
priory  of  Luffield,  and  was  given,  with  the  fite  of  that  monaltery,  to  Sir  Nicholas 
Throckmorton.  Having  palfed  by  marriage  to  the  family  of  Temple  ; to  Thomas 
Roper,  Lord  Vifcount  Baltinglafs ; and  Thomas  Lennard  Earl  of  Sulfex,  it  was 
fold  by  the  latter  in  1707  to  Benjamin  Woodnoth,  of  whofe  family  it  was  pur- 
chafed by  the  late  Earl  Verney  : it  is  now  the  property  of  his  niece  Mary 
Baronefs  Fermanagh. 

The  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  of  Bartons  in  this  pariih,  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham,  is  the  fame,  probably,  which  belonged  in  the  four- 
teenth century  to  the  Damorys  and  afterwards  to  the  Bartons  of  Thornton,  who 
gave  it  by  way  of  endowment  to  fome  chantries  of  their  foundation.  This  chantry 
eftate  was  granted  in  1553  to  Edward  Chamberlain;  it  came  into  the  Temple  fa- 
mily in  1561  by  purchafe  from  Richard  Sanders,  who  bought  it  of  the  original 

* Biograph  Brit.  1 Manning’s  Surrey,  vol.  I.  p.  252. 
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grantee.  The  prefident  and  fcholars  of  Magdalen  college  in  Oxford,  have  an 
eftate  in  Thornborough,  for  which  they  hold  a court-baron  : it  formed  in  ancient 
times  part  of  the  endowment  of  St.  John’s  hofpital  in  Oxford,  which  was  fold  about 
the  year  1456,  with  ail  its  lands  to  William  Waynfleet  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  foun- 
der of  Magdalen  college. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  Woodnoths.  The  redory  was  given 
to  the  priory  of  Luffield  by  an  anceftor  of  the  Barons  of  Wolverton,  and  the  great 
tithes  were  appropriated  to  that  monaflery.  After  the  reformation  the  redory  was 
for  many  years  annexed  to  the  manor,  but  is  now  the  property  of  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
ad  of  parliament  palled  in  1797,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  given  to  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham  as  redor,  another  allotment  to  the  family  of  Lowndes  as 
proprietors  of  a portion  of  tithes,  and  a corn  rent  to  the  vicar  with  a fmall  allot- 
ment of  land  not  exceeding  1 5 acres.  An  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to  the 
poor  in  lieu  of  their  right  of  cutting  furze. 

Thornton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  four  miles 
to  the  north-eafl  of  the  county  town.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  families  of 
Iveri  and  St.  Walery.  From  the  latter  it  palfed  in  marriage  to  Robert  de  Dreux, 
who  was  fucceeded  by  the  families  of  Hareng  and  Savage.  About  the  year  1264, 
it  became  the  property  of  the  Chaftillons,  who  had  a feat  at  Thornton  and  were  of 
confiderable  confequence  in  the  county  for  more  than  a century,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  time  fome  of  the  family  were  knights  of  the  fhire.  In  1414  this  manor 
palfed  by  purc’nafe  to  the  Bartons,  and  from  them  in  1464  to  the  Ingeltons.  Robert 
Ingel  ton  of  this  place  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  King  Edward  IV.  Jane, 
only  daughter  of  George  Ingelton,  who  died  in  1503,  married  Humphrey  Tyrrell 
(of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Tyrrells  of  Elfex)  who  feated  himfelf  at  Thornton 
and  was  anceftor  of  the  Tyrrells  of  this  place,  the  Tyrrells  of  Caftlethorpe,  and 
the  Tyrrells  of  Oakley  in  this  county.  Sir  Edward  Tyrrell  of  Thornton  was 
created  a baronet  in  1627  : the  title  became  extind  by  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas 
Tyrrell  bart.  in  1755.  Thornton  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  Thomas 
Sheppard  efq.  whofe  mother  (the  lady  of  Dr.  Cotton)  was  daughter  of  Sir  Charles 
Tyrrell  bart.  coufin  and  immediate  predecelfor  of  Sir  Thomas  Tyrrell  above 
mentioned. 

The  ancient  feat  of  the  Tyrrells  was  modernized  by  the  late  Dr.  Cotton  : 
Browne  Willis  defcribes  it  as  a quadrangular  building  of  great  antiquity  and 
{peaks  of  a noble  gallery  125  feet  in  length. 
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The  pariffi  church  has  been  very  neatly  and  commodioufly  fitted  up  by  the 
prefent  lord  of  the  manor,  but  the  antiquary  will  regret  the  removal  of  the  ancient 
monuments.  The  effigies  on  brafs  plates  of  Robert  Ingelton,  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  who  died  in  1472,  and  his  three  wives,  and  that  of  Jane  Ingelton, 
who  brought  Thornton  to  the  Tyrrells,  are  all  in  remarkably  fine  prefervation,  but 
cannot  be  expe&ed  to  remain  fo  much  longer,  for  the  altar  tombs  on  which 
they  were  fixed,  having  been  removed,  they  are  now  placed  on  the  ground  on 
each  fide  the  altar.  The  effigies  in  alabafter  of  John  Barton,  founder  of  a 
chantry  at  Thornton,  who  died  in  1443,  an^  that  of  his  wife  Ifabella,  have 
been  removed  from  under  an  arch  between  the  church  and  chancel  to  the  weft 
end,  where  they  now  occupy  each  fide  of  the  entrance  to  the  church.  There  are 
no  memorials  for  the  family  of  Tyrrell,  excepting  a tablet  for  the  laft  baronet. 
Mr.  Sheppard  is  patron  of  the  redtory.  William  Bredon,  redlor  of  this  pariffi, 
who  died  in  1638,  was  celebrated  for  his  (kill  in  calculating  nativities,  and  had  a 

fhare  in  compofing  Sir  Chriftopher  Hey  don’s  Judicial  Aftrology. 

* 

Tingewick,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  two  miles  and  a 
half  weft  of  Buckingham,  on  the  road  to  Banbury.  It  had  formerly  a weekly 
market  on  Tuefdays,  granted  in  1246,  to  the  abbey  Be  Monte  Rothomago , in 
Normandy,  to  which  monaftery  the  manor  had  been  given  by  the  family  of  Finmore, 
in  1210:  it  was  purchafed  of  the  abbey,  by  William  of  Wickham,  and  by  him 
made  part  of  the  endowment  of  New  College,  in  Oxford. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  a curious  brafs  plate  againft  the  eaft  wall  of  the  chancely 
with  a half-length  portrait  of  Erafmus  Williams,  redlor  of  Tingewick,  who  died 
in  1608,  neatly  engraved.  He  is  reprefented  with  uplifted  hands,  in  the  attitude 
of  prayer,  and  habited  in  a gown.  On  each  fide  of  him  is  a pillar,  on  which 
hang  aftronomical,  mufical,  and  geometrical  inftruments,  painting  utenfils,  various 
books,  &c.  On  the  top  of  one  of  the  pillars  is  a globe,  on  the  other  an  owl. 
There  are  various  other  devices,  as  a fun  and  rainbow,  &c.  and  feveral  texts  of 
fcripture.  Underneath  is  the  following  epitaph  : 

“ This  doth  Erafmus  Williams  reprefent, 

“ Whom  living  all  did  love,  dead  all  lament ; 

“ His  humane  Arts  behind  his  back  attend, 

“ Whereon  fpare  hours  he  wifely  chofe  to  fpend  ; 
u And  from  Corinthian  columns  deck’d  with  arts 
“ Now  to  the  Temple’s  pillar  he  converts, 

“ Under  the  rainbow  arch  of  promife,  where 
Of  hoped  blifs  no  deluge  he  need  fear  : 
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“ He  of  this  thurch  did  a firm  pillar  live, 

“ To  whom  dead  his  wife  doth  thefe  pillars  give. 

“ Continued  by  his  fcholar  and  his  friend, 

“ Who  wifh’d  their  love  and  lives  had  had  one  end, 

“ Erafmus  More’s  Encomium  fet  forth, 

“ We  want  a More  to  praife  Erafmus’  worth. 

At  the  corner  is  the  name  of  R.  Haydocke,  who,  if  he  wrote  the  epitaph,  was  a 
•much  better  artift  than  poet.  That  he  was  the  artift  there  can  be  little  doubt,  and 
that  it  was  Dr.  Richard  Haydocke,  the  phyfician,  who  was  a contemporary  of  Mr. 
Williams : he  tranflated  Lomatius  on  painting  and  engraving,  and  engraved  his 
own  portrait  and  other  plates  for  that  work.  * 

The  warden  and  fcholars  of  New  College  are  patrons  of  the  redlory,  to  which 
a manor  is  annexed.  The  advowfon  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of  Harmonds- 
worth,  in  Middlefex 3.  The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  a£t  of  parliament,  pafled 
in  1 773,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to  the  redlor  in  lieu  of  tithes, 
and  a fmall  allotment  to  the  poor  in  lieu  of.  their  right  to  cut  furze. 

Francis  Edmonds,  the  late  reftor,  who  died  in  1759,  founded  a charity  fchool 
for  fix  boys  and  fix  girls,  and  left  an  endowment  for  inftru&ing  and  clothing 
them. 

* Tottenhoe,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murelley,  lies  about 
fix  miles  north-eall  of  Window,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  fouth-eafl  of  Stony- 
Stratford.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Martell,  who  founded,  the 
neighbouring  monaftery  of  Snellfhall,  afterwards  till  1416  in  the  Jarponvilles.  In 
1477,  having  in  the  mean  time  pafled  through  feveral  hands,  it  was  purchafed  by 
Thomas  Stafford,  defcended  from  a younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Stafford, 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  fon  of  Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  who  was  flain  by  Jack 
Cade.  This  Thomas  Stafford  left  a natural  fon,  whofe  defendants  had  for  many 
generations  a feat  at  Tottenhoe,  and  continued  poffeffed  of  the  manor  till  it  was 
mortgaged  by  Charles  Stafford,  the  lafl  of  the  family,  who  diflipated  his  eftate, 
and  died  in  great  poverty  in  1716.  The  manor  of  Tottenhoe  having  been  firfl: 
mortgaged  to  them,  was  purchafed  by  the  Selby  family,  and  is  now  the  property  of 
William  Selby  efq.  of  Window. 

There  are  no  remains  of  the  manor-houfe  : the  church,  a fmall  mean  building, 
Hands  within  its  moated  fite.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1540,  but  the  parifh  being  fmall,  it 
had  been  for  fome  time  difufed  and  defecrated,  when  upon  the  re£lor  of  Shenley 
laying  claim  to  the  tithes  of  Tottenhoe,  Mr.  Stafford,  then  proprietor  of  the  manor, 
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procured  it  to  be  re-confecrated,  in  1636,  and  endowing  it  with  tithes,  prefented 
to  the  benefice  as  a redtory.  The  great  tithes  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the 
priory  of  Snellfhall.  This  parifh  contains  only  four  houfes. 

Towersey,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon,  about  two  miles  eaft  of  Thame,  in 
Oxfordfhire,  lies  within  the  county  of  Buckingham,  but  is  a hamlet  belonging  to 
that  town  : it  has  a chapel  of  eafe.  The  manor  has  been  for  fome  years  the 

property  of  George  Bowden  efq.  it  was  before  in  Lord  Wentworth’s  family. 

Turville,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies  on 
the  borders  of  Oxfordfhire,  about  eight  miles  weft  of  Wycombe,  about  feven 
miles  north-weft  of  Marlow,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  Henley.  There 
are  two  manors  in  this  parifh,  one  of  which  was  in  the  family  of  Morteyne,  from 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  till  about  the  year  1406,  when  it  pafled  by  a female  heir 
to  the  Botilers.  In  1 546,  it  was  purchafed'  by  Sir  John  Williams,  and  foon  after- 
wards palTed  to  the  ancient  family  of  Doyley*  and  from  them  abbut  the  year  1703, 
by  marriage  to  the  Pocockes.  In  1753,  it  was  purchafed  of  Mrs.  Pococke,  a 
widow  lady,  by  John  Ofborne,  the  celebrated  bookfeller,  whofe  fon  is  the  prefent 
proprietor.  , 

The  other  manor  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban’s,  and  was  granted  by 
King  Henry  VIII.  to  Edward  Chamberleyne,  who  conveyed  it  to  the  Dormer  family. 
In  1653,  John  Ovey  efq.  bought  the  whole,  or  a part  of  this  eftate  of  Mr. 
Weft,  who  had  not  long  before  purchafed  it  of  the  Dormers.  From  Mr.  Ovey’s 
family  it  pafled  by  marriage  to  the  Perrys.  Mr.  Perry,  who  married  one  of  the 
coheirefles  of  the  Sidneys,  Earls  of  Leicefter,  built  a fine  feat  at  Turville  park, 
and  was  fheriff  of  the  county  in  1741.  Turville  park  is  now  the  property  and  feat 
of  Thomas  Butlin  efq.  who  purchafed  it  of  Mr.  Shelly,  fon-in-law,  and  in  right 
of  his  wife,  heir  of  Mr.  Perry. 

In  the  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  families  of  Doyley,  Pococke,  and  Perry. 
The  reftory,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Alba-n’s,  is  now  in 
feveralties,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage. 

Turweston,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  on  the  borders 
of  Northamptonfhire,  near  Bracldey,  about  fix  miles  and  a half  from  Buckingham. 
Before  the  reign  of  Edward  the  firft,  the  manor  belonged  fucceflively  to  the 
families  of  Eulgeres,  Stovill,  and  Baynell.  Having  efcheated  to  the  crown,  it  was 
given  by  king  Edward  I.  to  the  monks  of  Weftminfter,  and  after  the  reformation 
formed  a part  of  the  endowment  of  the  dean  and  chapter.  The  manor  houfe  was 

4 O 2 rented: 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


65s 

rented  many  years  ago  by  Lord  Vifcount  Hillfborough,  which  occafioned  the 
author  of  an  Irifii  peerage,  publifhed  in  1722,  to  infert  it  as  one  of  the  feats  of 
that  family  : it  is  at  prefent  unoccupied.  The  leafe  of  the  manor  is  now  verted 
in  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Derbifhire,  before  it  came  into  his  poffeflion,  it 
had  been  for  fome  time  in  the  family  of  Welchman.  The  dean  and  chapter  of 
Weftminfter  are  patrons  of  the  redory. 

Twyford,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Qxfordfliire,  about  feven  miles  fouth-weft  of  Buckingham.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  family  of  Fulgeres,  and  having  been  forfeited  to  the  crown,  was 
given  to  William  Marlhall,  Earl  of  Pembroke.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  it  was 
the  property  of  Ralph  Fitz-Nicholas,  who  had  a grant  of  a fair  at  Twyford,  in 
1251.  Ralph,  his  younger  fon,  who  took  the  furname  of  Pipard,  and  was 
fteward  of  the  king’s  hawks,  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  manor.  From  his  family 
it  parted  by  marriage  to  the  Botelers,  Earls  of  Ormond,  and  was  held  under  them 
by  the  family  of  Giffard,  who  afterwards  became  pofiefled  of  the  fee.  Urfula, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Giffard,  who  died  in  1550,  brought  this  manor  in 
marriage  to  Thomas  Wenman  efq.  anceftor  of  the  late  Lord  Vifcount  Wenman. 
It  is  now  verted  in  his  lordfhip’s  executor,  in  truft  for  his  nephew  P.  T.  Wykham  efq. 
The  Giffards  were  feated  at  Twyford,  as  early  as  the  year  1340  ; it  was  afterwards 
a principal  feat  of  the  Wenman  family  : the  ancient  inanor-houfe  having  gone  to 
decay,  they  rertded  afterwards  at  a houfe  called  the  Lodge.  Twyford  was  wholly 
deferted  by  them,  about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  when  the  lodge  was 
converted  into  a farm-houfe.  The  church  of  Twyford  continued  to  be  the  family 
burial  place,  and  there  are  feveral  monuments  for  them,  but  none  which  require 
any  particular  defcription.  An  ancient  monument  of  a crufader  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  intended  for  Sir  John  Giffard,  or  one  of  that  family.  The  fouth  door 
of  the  church  has  a curious  Saxon  arch. 

The  advowfon  of  the  redory  was  given  by  the  family  of  Fulgeres,  to  the 
monaftery  of  Fengers,  in  Normandy.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  the  abbot  gave 
it  to  the  fee  of  Lincoln,  in  which  it  continued  till  1475,  when  Bifhop  Rotheram, 
one  of  the  founders  of  Lincoln  College,  annexed  it  for  ever  to  the  redorlhip  of 
that  fociety. 

Charndon  and  Poundon- are  hamlets  of  this  parilh.  Twyford  and  Charndon  were 
inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  parted  in  1774;  when  an  allotment  was  afligned 
to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes.  A good  houfe  has  been  built  on  this  allotment, 
which  is  the  fummer  refidence  of  the  redor  of  Lincoln  College.  The  curate 
refides  in  the  old  parfonage-houfe  near  the  church. 
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Tyringham,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  two  miles 
from  Newport-Pagnell,  near  the  road  to  Northampton.  The  manor  belonged  to 
the  ancient  family  who  took  their  name  from  the  village,  as  early  as  the  year  1170. 
They  continued  to  flourilh  at  this  place,  which  was  their  principal  feat,  and  occa- 
fionally  filled  the  moll  difiinguilhed  offices  in  the  county,  till  the  year  1685,  when 
the  elder  branch  became  extinT  in  the  male  line,  by  the  death  of  Sir  William 
Tyringham,  whofe  daughter  and  heir  brought  this  eftate  in  marriage  to  John 
Backwell  efq.  It  is  now  by  defcent  from  the  Backwells,  the  property  of  William 
Praed  efq.  who  has  pulled  down  the  old  manor-houfe,  and  built  in  its  (lead  an 
elegant  modem  manfion.  In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family 
of  Tyringham.  Mr.  Praed  is  patron  of  the  re  Tory,  which  was  united  to  Filgrave 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ; the  advo'wfon  was  formerly  in  the  priory  of 
Tickford,  by  gift  from  the  Tyringhams.  Tyringham  and  Filgrave  are  now  con- 
fidered  as  one  pariffi ; Tyringham,  when  feparate,  confifted  only  of  two  houfes, 
the  united  parifh  has  now  24  : the  church  of  Filgrave  is  in  ruins.  The  manor 
of  Filgrave  was  anciently  in  the  families  of  Paganell  and  Somery ; it  afterwards 
came  to  the  Tyringhams,  and  has  fince  been  annexed  to  the  manor  of  Tyringham. 

Upton,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  three  miles 
and  a half  to  the  north-weft  of  Colnbrook,  near  Slough , which  is  a hamlet  of 
this  pariffi.  The  manor  of  Upton  cum  Chalvey , which  had  belonged  to  Merton 
Abbey,  was  on  leafe  to  the  Barkers,  in  the  reign  of  James  I ; it  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  George  Edwards  efq.  of  Henlow,  in  Bedfordftire,  whofe  family  poffeffed 
it  as  early  as  the  year  1725  ; it  was  before  in  the  Lanes. 

Upton  Court,  a manor  farm,  now  the  property  of  William  Lafcelles  efq. 
a bencher  of  the  Inner-Temple,  was  many  years  in  the  family  of  Lane,  of  whom 
it  was  purchafed  by  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  proprietor. 

In  the  pariffi  church,  which  is  an  ancient  Saxon  ftruTure,  are  memorials  for 
Edward  Bulftrode,  Squire  of  the  body  to  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry  VIII. 
and  others  of  that  ancient  family,  who  were  of  Bulftrode  in  this  parifli : in  the 
church-yard  are  memorials  of  the  Lanes. 

The  redlory  of  Upton,  which  w?as  given  to  Merton  Abbey,  by  Paganus  de 
Beauchamp,  became  the  property  of  Eton  College,  by  an  exchange  many  years 
before  the  reformation  : the  vicarage  is  in  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Bulftrode,  the  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  that  name,  became  afterwards  the 
property  and  refidence  of  that  detefted  character,  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies,  who 
being  then  Sir  George  Jefferies  knt.  and  chief  juftice  of  Chefter,  and  deferibed  as 
of  Bulftrode,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  w;as  made  a baronet  in  the  year  1681. 

It 
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It  has  been  erroneoufly  fuppofed  that  BuHlrode  was  forfeited  by  his  attainder  at  the 
revolution,  and  given  to  the  Earl  of  Portland  ; the  fadt  is,  that  it  was  purchafed 
by  that  Nobleman,  of  Mr.  Dyve,  fon-in-law  of  the  chancellor,  about  the  latter 
end  of  King  William’s  reign  : the  earl,  who  had  the  chief  fuperintendance  of 
the  expedition,  which  placed  that  monarch  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms,  was 
fometimes  vifited  by  his  royal  matter  at  Bulttrode.  After  the  king’s  death  he 
retired  wholly  to  this  place,  where  he  took  great  delight  in  improving  his  gardens, 
and  where  he  died  in  1709  : his  fon,  who  was  created  Duke  of  Portland  in  1716, 
was  grandfather  to  the  prefent  noble  owner  of  Bulttrode. 

Bulttrode  houfe  was  built  in  1686,  by  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies;  the  offices 
are  the  remains  of  an  older  manfion,  which  it  is  probable  was  built  by  the  Bulftrodes. 
At  Bulttrode  houfe  is  a finall  colle&ion  of  pi&ures,  by  the  old  matters,  among 
which  the  raoft  remarkable  are  a holy  family  by  Raphael,  St.  Cecilia  by  Carlo 
Dolce,  and  Orpheus  charming  the  brutes  by  Roland  Savery.  Among  the  portraits 
are  the  firft  Earl  of  Portland,  and  others  of  this  noble  family ; and  Henry 
Wriothefley,  Earl  of  Southampton,  with  the  cat  that  accompanied  him  in  the 
tower.  The  park,  which  contains  about  eight  hundred  acres,  exhibits  a pleafing 
variety  of  furface,  and  is  well  wooded. 

The  manor  of  Bulttrode  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbefs  and  convent  of  Burn- 
ham ; in  133 7,  they  had  the  king’s  licence  to  alienate  it  to  William  Montacute, 
earl  of  Salifbury b,  who  the  fame  year  gave  it  to  the  monks  of  Bifham  \ This 
manor  was  purchafed  of  Sir  William  Bowyer,  by  Sir  Roger  Hill,  and  by  him  fold 
in  1686,  to  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies'1  ; it  has  fince  patted  with  Bulttrode  houfe, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

Slough , a well-known  thoroughfare  on  the  Bath  road,  is,  as  before-mentioned,  a 
hamlet  of  LTpton.  It  has  for  feveral  years  been  the  rettdence  of  the  celebrated 
aftronomer  Dr.  Herfchel.  The  forty  feet  telefcope  of  his  own  conftru&ion,  with 
which  he  has  made  moft  of  thofe  difcoveries  which  will  immortalize  his  name, 
Hands  in  his  garden  at  this  place. 

Chalvey  is  another  hamlet  in  this  parifh. 

Waddesdon,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon,  gives  name  to  the  deanery  in  which 
it  is  tttuated.  It  lies  about  five  miles  and  a half  from  Aylefbury,  on  the  road  to 
Bicefter.  The  manor,  which  fuccefiively  belonged  to  Robert  Doyley  and  his  fons- 
in-law,  MiLo  Crifpin  and  Brien  Fitzcount,  was  feized  by  King  Henry  II.  on  the 

! Pat.  ij  Edw.  III.  * Ibid.  * From  the  information  of  Mr.  Way  of  Denham. 
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latter  having  affumed  a religious  order,  and  given  to  the  Courtenays.  In  confequence 
of  the  attainder  of  one  of  that  family,  it  was  by  two  feveral  grants  in  the  pofleflion  of 
Archbilhop  Neville  and  Henry  Bouchier,  Earl  of  Eifex.  It  was  afterwards  reftored 
to  the  Courtenays,  but  being  again  forfeited,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  in 
1 540,  to  the  Goodwins,  from  whom  it  palfed  by  a female  heir  to  the  noble  family 
of  Wharton.  It  is  now  the  property  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
whofe  father  purchafed  it  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Wharton  or  his  reprefentatives,  to- 
gether with  the  manors  of  Ham,  Weftcote,  and  Warmefton,  in  this  parifh,  all  of 
which  had  belonged  to  the  Goodwins.  The  manor  of  Weftcote  was  part  of  the 
eftates  of  Thomas  Duke  of  Gloucefter,  who  was  murdered  in  1398. 

Ethorp,  in  this  parifh,  was  the  manor  and  feat  of  the  ancient  family  of  De 
Arcubus  or  Arches,  as  early  as  the  year  1309.  Richard  de  Arches,  of  Ethorp, 
was  one  of  the  knights  of  the  fhire  in  1402  ; not  long  afterwards  Ethorp  became 
the  feat  of  the  Denhams : Sir  John  Denham  died,  feifed  of  it  in  1458.  The 
fame  year  Roger  Denham,  who  it  is  probable  was  his  fon  and  heir,  built  and 
endowed  a chantry  chapel  at  this  place.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  Ethorp  be- 
longed to  the  Dormers,  and  was  fettled  by  Sir  William  Dormer,  on  his  wife 
Dorothy,  the  daughter  and  coheir  of  Anthony  Catefby  efq  ; this  lady,  after  the 
death  of  her  firft  hufband,  married  the  brave  Sir  William  Pelham,  who  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  during  the  wars  in  the  Netherlands,  and  died  at  Flulhing  in  1587.  Ethorp 
was  his  country  feat,  as  appears  by  his  laft  will,  in  which  he  leaves  ail  his  furniture 
there  to  his  wife  Dorothy,  who  furvived  him  many  years,  and  in  1610  built  fome 
additional  rooms  at  the  weft  end  of  the  houfe,  in  one  of  which  are  to  be  feen  her 
arms  and  initials,  with  the  above  date  over  a chimney  piece.  The  armoury,  which 
has  a wooden  Hoping  roof,  ornamented  with  red  and  white  rofes,  was  built  by  Sir 
William  Dormer  ; at  the  bafe  of  the  rafters  are  angels  bearing  (Fields,  with  arms 
of  the  family  of  Dormer  and  their  alliances ; it  is  hung  round  with  a variety  of 
ancient  armour  and  accoutrements.  From  the  Dormers  Ethorp  pafled  by  marriage 
to  the  Stanhopes,  and  was  the  country  feat  of  Sir  William  Stanhope,  who  added 
the  more  modern  part  of  the  houfe,  and  erefled  feveral  large  buildings  in  the 
pleafure  grounds  and  plantations,  refembling  the  ruins  of  amphitheatres,  caftles, 
&c.  In  1728,  at  the  defire  of  his  lady,  he  fitted  up  the  chantry  chapel  at  Ethorp, 
and  divine  fervice  was  performed  in  it  for  a few  years ; but  in  1738,  fays  Browne 
Willis,  <c  he  moft  wickedly,  facrilegioufly.  and  impioufly  demolifhed  the  chapel, 
though  warned  againft  it  by  Dr.  Carmichael,”  and  made  ufe  of  the  (tones  to  build 
a bridge,  which  he  was  then  about  to  throw  over  the  Thame,  near  the  houfe. 
Before  the  abolition  of  chantries,  the  prieft  had  his  lodging  and  maintenance  at 
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Sir  Robert  Dormer’s  houfe.  Ethorp  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chefler- 
field,  but  he  feldom  vifits  it,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  furniture  has  been  removed. 
Among  the  few  pictures  which  remained  there  in  1801,  was  a good  portrait  of 
Charles  the  Firfl,  with  his  fon  and  fucceffor  when  a boy  ; Robert  Dormer,  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Newbury,  and  his  countefs  ; Lucy,  Countefs 
of  Bedford,  Sir  William  Stanhope,  and  Philip,  Earl  of  Chefierfield.  The  gallery, 
138  feet  in  length,  appears  to  have  been  fitted  up  about  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

Blagrave,  a manor  farm  in  the  parifh  of  Waddefdon,  has  within  the  laft  century 
undergone  feveral  alienations ; it  is  now  the  property  of  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre  efq. 
M.  P. 

The  manor,  or  manor  farm,  of  Colwick,  Collet  or  Collick,  in  this  parifh,  be- 
longed for  feveral  years  to  the  Deacles,  and  is  now  by  marriage  the  property  of 
Mr.  Griffith. 

The  manor,  or  manor  farm  of  Cranwell,  in  this  parifh,  is  the  property  of 
Richard  Bard  Harcourt  efq. 

In  the  parifh  church  of  Waddefdon  is  the  monument  of  Guy  Carleton,  a vete- 
ran foldier,  who  died  June  1,  1608,  aged  94.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  was 
an  anceflor  of  his  namefake  Sir  Guy  Carleton  Lord  Dorchefter,  who  has  fol- 
lowed his  fteps  in  the  field  of  valour,  and  attained  more  honourable  diflindion. 
On  his  monument  is  the  following  epitaph  : 

“ Whilft  I was  young,  in  wars  I fhed  my  blood, 

Both  for  my  king  and  for  my  Country’s  good ; 

In  elder  years  my  care  was  chief  to  be 
Soldier  to  him  who  Hied  his  blood  for  me.” 


The  redory  of  Waddefdon  is  divided  into  three  portions ; the  portionifls  refide 
and  officiate  alternately ; the  Patronage  of  all  three  is  vefled  in  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough. Robert  Parfons,  one  of  the  portionifls  of  Waddefdon,  preached  the 
funeral  fermon  on  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Earl  of  Rochefler,  which  is  printed 
at  the  end  of  Bifhop  Burnet’s  memoirs  of  that  nobleman. 

Sir  Francis  Goodwin  founded  an  alms-houfe  at  Waddefdon,  for  fix  poor  perfons, 
and  endowed  it  with  30/.  per  annum.  Mr.  Lewis  Fetto  founded  a charity  fchool 
at  this  place,  in  1724. 

Wejlcoie  and  Woodham  are  hamlets  or  tithings  belonging  to  this  parifh.  Certain 
fields  in  the  tithing  of  Weflcote  were  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament  paffed  in 
1765.  The  whole  parifh  has  been  fince  inclofed  by  an  ad  paffed  in  1774?  when 
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allotments  of  land  were  affigne’d  in  lieu  of  tithes,  to  the  portionifls,  and  a com- 
pofition  dire&ed  to  be  paid  for  the  tithes  of  old  inclofures, 

Walton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  tliree  miles  to 
the  north  of  Fenny-Stratford.  There  were  anciently  two  manors  in  this  parifh, 
one  of  which  was,  about  the  year  1200,  in  the  family  of  Rixband,  afterwards  in 
the  Hunts,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Longuevilles,  It  was  purchafed 
of  the  latter  by  ^Bartholomew  Beale,  whofe  fon  Charles  was  liufband  of  Mrs. 
Beale  the  painter.  About  the  latter  end  of  the  feventeenth  century  Sir  Thomas 
Pinfold  bought  this  manor  either  immediately  of  the  Beales,  or  of  fome  perfons 
who  had  not  long  before  purchafed  it  of  them.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Charles 
'Pinfold  efq.  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  county  of  Herts.  The  other  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  family  of  Grey,  and  came  to  the  crown  in  exchange  in  the  year 
1520.  In  1627,  it  was  granted  to  Williams  and  others,  of  whom  it  was  foot! 
afterwards  purchafed  by  Mr.  Beale,  fince  which  time  the  two  manors  have  been 
united. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  the  monument  of  Bartholomew  Beale,  lord  of  the 
manor,  who  died  in  1660,  put  up  in  1672,  by  his  fons  Charles  and  Henry,  at  the 
expence  of  45I.  as  appears  by  an  extraft  from  Mrs.  Beale’s  pocket  book,  printed  in 
Lord  Orford’s  anecdotes  of  painting,  where  by  a miflake  this  monument  is  faid  to 
be  at  Walton  upon  Thames,  in  Surrey.  The  medallions  of  Mr.  Beale  and  his 
wife,  in  bas  relief,  are  placed  in  circular  niches,  and  do  credit  to  the  artift,  Thomas 
Burman,  of  whom  little  is  known,  but  that  he  was  the  matter  of  Bufhnell,  who 
attained  much  greater  celebrity  as  a flatuary.  In  this  church  is  the  monument  alfo 
of  Sir  Thomas  Pinfold,  chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Peterborough,  and  com- 
milfary  of  St.  Paul’s,  who  died  in  1701,  with  his  medallion,  by  Nollekens,  and  an 
epitaph  on  Elizabeth  Pixe,  who  died  in  1617,  which  reminds  us  of  Bifhop  Lowtfris 
celebrated  epitaph  on  his  daughter  : 

“ Elizabetha  vale,  mea  Lux,  mea  vita,  quoufque 
Jungitur  in  coelis,  filia  ohara  vale.” 

The  reflory  is  in  the  alternate  prefentation  of  the  crown,  and  of  Mr.  Pinfold, 
as  lord  of  the  manor. 

Wavendon,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Bedfordfhire,  in  the  great  road  to  London,  five  miles  from  Newport-Pagnell,  and 
four  from  Woburn.  The  principal  manor  was  in  the  Paflelews,  from  1180  till 
1313,  and  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Peyvre,  Green,  Stafford,  Fitz- 
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hugh,  Cramvell,  Beale,  Cullen,  and  Ifaacfon.  It  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Denifon,  widow  of  the  late  principal  of  Magdalen-Hall,  in  Oxford,  who  is  de- 
fcended  from  the  Ifaacfons. 

Another  manor  palfed  from  the  Bolebecs,  by  female  heirs,  to  the  Veres  and 
Courtenays.  This  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  which  had  been  before  demifed  to 
John  Sheppard,  was  granted  in  fee  to  him  and  his  heirs,  in  1557,  as  having  been 
then  lately  the  property  of  the  attainted  Marquis  of  Exeter.  Some  pits  of  fullers 
earth  are  mentioned  in  the  grant  as  being  on  this  eftate.  It  has  fince  been  in  the 
family  of  Wells,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Dixie. 

A third  manor,  or  reputed  manor,  which  had  been  given  by  the  Bolebecs  or 
Veres,  to  Woburn  Abbey,  was  granted  in  1559,  to  Campion  and  Thompfon.  It  has 
fince  been  divided  into  feveralties.  The  a£t  of  parliament  which  paffed  in  1788,  for 
inclofing  this  parifh,  defcribes  the  feveral  owners  of  thefe  eftates,  as  claiming  the 
manor  of  Wavendon  and  a right  to  the  heath.  The  claims  were  to  be  examined  into, 
and  the  aft  allots  land  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  “ if  any The  commiflioners,  after 
examining  into  the  feveral  claims,  determined  that  Mrs.  Denifon’s  was  the  only 
eftate  entitled  to  an  allotment  on  account  of  manorial  rights. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Selby  had  an  eftate  in  this  parilh,  on  v/hich  he  built  a houfe  for  his 
own  refidence.  Since  the  death  of  his  fon,  the  late  Mr.  Selby,  it  has  paffed  through 
feveral  hands,  and  is  now  the  property  and  refidence  of  Henry  Hugh  Hoare  efq. 

Mr.  Selby  was  patron  of  the  reftory,  which  is  in  the  deanery  of  Newport- 
Pagnell.  The  advowfon  is  now  vefted  in  Mr.  Leonard  Hampfon  of  Luton.  The 
act  of  parliament  abovementioned  did  not  exonerate  this  parifh  from  tithes. 

In  the  church  are  fotne  memorials  of  the  family  of  Saunders,  of  Battlefden, 
among  which  is  that  of  Richard  Saunders  efq.  who  died  in  1639,  having  had  27 
children  by  four  wives.  Mr.  George  Wells,  who  died  in  1714,  and  his  niece, 
Mrs.  Miller,  gave  the  fum  of  ioocL  with  which  a charity  fchool  was  built,  and 
endowed  with  lands,  producing  a rent  of  40I.  per  annum  for  inftrufting,  clothing, 
and  apprenticing  1 o boys. 

Wendover,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury,  is  a market  town,  35  miles  from 
London,  on  the  road  to  Aylefbury  and  Buckingham.  It  gives  name  to  the  deanery 
in  which  it  is  fttuated.  The  earlieft  charter  for  a market  to  be  found  on  record,  is 
in  1403.  A fubfequent  charter  of  the  year  1464,  confirms  a market  on  Thurf- 
days,  and  two  fairs1  to  the  men  of  Wendover6.  The  market,  which  is  now  on 

* At  the  feltival  of  St.  Matthew,  and  St.  Philip  and  St.  James.  51  Pat.  4 Edw.  IV.  p.  2. 
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Tuefdays,  is  very  inconfiderable.  John  Molins  had  a grant  of  a fair  on  the  fellival 
of  St.  Barnabas  in  1349.  The  prefent  fairs  are  May  13  and  October  2. 

The  town  of  Wendover  fent  members  to  parliament  as  early  as  the  year  1300. 
This  privilege,  after  a difcontinuance  of  above  300  years,  was  reftored  in  1623,  by 
the  exertions  of  Mr.  Hakeville,  a barrifter  of  Lincoln’s  Inn.  The  right  of  eledlion 
is  veiled  in  all  the  houfe-keepers  refiding  within  the  limits  of  the  borough,  and 
not  receiving  alms.  The  celebrated  John  Hampden,  the  patriot,  reprefented  the 
borough  of  Wendover  in  five  parliaments. 

The  manor  was  given  by  King  Henry  II.  to  Faramus  de  Boulogne,  and  from  him 
defcended  by  a female  heir  to  the  family  of  Fiennes.  It  having  been  forfeited  by 
an  attainder.  King  Edward  III.  gave  it  to  Sir  John  Molins,  in  1341.  Having  re- 
verted to  the  crown  in  the  fame  reign,  it  was  given  to  Alice  Perrers,  the  king’s 
favorite,  on  whofe  difgrace  at  the  commencement  of  the  enfuing'  reign,  it  was 
feized  by  King  Richard  II.  who  granted  it  in  1380  to  his  half  brother,  Thomas 
Holland,  Earl  of  Kentc,  and  in  1388,  to  Edward  Duke  of  Yorkd,  who  dying 
without-male  iflue,  it  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  was  from  time  to  time  granted 
for  life  to  the  queen  or  fome  of  the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  till  the  year  1564, 
when  it  was  granted  in  fee  to  Sir  Francis  Knollys,  and  Catherine  his  wife.  About 
the  year  1 660,  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Hampden  family,  in  whom  the  fee  is  Hill 
veiled,  fubjedt  to  an  interell  in  it,  purchafed  by  Lord  Carrington,  during  the  life 
of  the  prefent  Lord  Hampden. 

The  manor  of  Martyns,  in  Wendover,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Dormers, 
was  purchafed  of  that  family,  in  1670,  by  Thomas  Lewes  efq.  alderman  of 
London,  and  pafled  with  Welt-Wycombe  to  the  Dalhwoods.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty of  Matthew  Raper  efq.  The  manor  of  Wyvelfgate,  in  Wendover,  has  been 
many  years  in  the  family  of  Colet  or  Collett.  Sir  Henry  Colet,  lord  mayor  of 
London,  and  father  of  Dean  Colet,  the  founder  of  St.  Paul’s  fchool,  was  of  this 
family,  and  born  in  the  parilh  of  Wendover.  The  family  of  Collet  has  lately  be- 
come extindl  in  the  male  line ; and  on  the-death  of  the  lall  Mr.  Collett,  the  eltate 
devolved  to  his  nephew,  Mr.  Richard  Stratfold,  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Collett 
in  addition  to  his  own.  The  mercers  company  have  the  manor  of  Hale  in  this 
parilh,  being  part  of  the  ellate  left  by  Dr.  John  Colet,  dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  to  that 
company  for  charitable  ufes. 

The  parilh  church,  which  Hands  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  town,  contains 
no  monuments  worthy  of  notice.  There  are  the  remains  of  a chapel  in  the  town, 
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which  was  dedicated  to  St.  John.  It  has  been  long  difufed.  The  vicarage  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown.  In  1771,  an  aft  of  parliament  palfed  for  making  exchanges  in 
this  parilh,  and  fettling  a corn-rent  on  the  vicar  in  lieu  of  tithes.  Another  aft  for 
the  inclofure  of  the  whole  parilh  excepting  Bottendown-hill,  palfed  in  1794, 
when  allotments  of  land  were  made  to  Lord  Hampden,  Matthew  Raper,  and  others 
as  impropriators,  and  to  the  vicar,  for  the  glebe  and  vicarial  tithes.  The  great 
tithes  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Mary  Overie,  in  South- 
wark. 

Roger  de  Wendover,  the  hiftorian,  who  was  hiftoriographer  to  King  Henry  III. 
is  faid  to  have  been  a native  of  this  place. 

Westbury,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Buckingham,  lies  about  five  miles 
north-well  of  the  county  town,  near  the  road  to  Brackley.  The  manor  was  fuc- 
cefilvely  in  the  families  of  Iveri,  St.  Walery,  Hareng,  and  L’Eltrange.  From 
the  latter,  who  polfelfed  it  as  early  as  the  year  1310,  it  palfed  about  two  hundred 
years  afterwards  by  a female  heir  to  the  Mordaunts.  Sir  L’Ellrange  Mordaunt 
bart.  fold  it  in  1613  to  the  Walhingtons,  from  whom  it  palfed  in  1639  to  the 
Lytteltons.  It  is  now  the  property  of  J.  P.  Withers,  a minor,  defcended  in  the 
female  line  from  the  Prices,  whofe  ancellor,  Roger  Price  efq.  purchafed  it  of  the 
Lytteltons  in  1650. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  claims  a paramount  manor  over  this  parilh,  as 
having  been  anciently  part  of  the  honor  of  Wallingford,  and  afterwards  of  that 
of  Ewelme.  This  right  is  inherited  from  the  Temples,  and  is  fuppofed  by  Browne 
Willis  to  have  been  derived  from  royal  grant,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  The 
reftory,  to  which  a manor  was  annexed,  belonged  formerly  to  the  abbey  of  Elflow, 
near  Bedford.  After  the  reformation  it  was  granted  to  the  Wellelbourns,  and 
from  them  palfed  by  a female  heir  to  the  family  of  Sill.  The  Lytteltons  having 
purchafed  it  in  1642,  it  has  ever  fince  been  annexed  to  the  lay  manor.  The 
reftorial  houfe,  (now  pulled  down,)  was  the  feat  of  the  Lytteltons  for  a Ihor-t 
time,  and  afterwards  of  the  Prices.  In  1643,  being  then  the  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lyttelton,  it  was  plundered  by  fome  of  the  parliamentary  army.  The  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage e is  annexed  to  the  reftorial  manor.  This  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  aft  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1763,  when  allotments  of  land  were  affigned  in 
lieu  of  the  great  and  fmall  tithes. 

c Browne  Willis  lays,  that  Roger  Price,  who  purchafed  the  eftate  of  the  Lytteltons,  rebuilt  the 
vicarage  houfe,  and  endowed  the  vicarage  with  the  great  tithes  ; but  there  mult  be  fome  miftake  in 
this  account ; the  reftorial  eftate  being  now  the  property  of  the  lord  of  the  manor,  to  whom  an 
allotment  of  land  in  lieu  of  the  great  tithes  was  made  under  the  inclofure  aft. 
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Weston-Turvilee,  in  the  hundred  of  Aylefbury  and  deanery  of  Wendover, 
lies  about  three  miles  and  a half  to  the  fouth-eafl  of  Aylefbury,  between  the  roads 
to  Tring  and  Wendover.  It  derived  its  diftinguifhing  name  from  a family  who 
poffeffed  the  manor  in  the  reign  of  king  John.  The  king  is  now  Lord  Paramount 
in  right  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  there  are  at  lead  three  fubordinate 
manors  in  this  parilh.  One  of  thefe  was  in  the  Mowbrays,  afterwards  in  the  Penns, 
and  is  now  by  female  defcent  the  property  of  Lord  Curzon. 

Another  manor  belongs  to  the  mercers  company,  to  whom  it  was  given  by 
Dr.  John  Colet,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  in  truft  for  charitable  purpofes. 

The  manors  of  Botelers  and  Molins  have  been  long  united.  The  former  be- 
longed to  the  Botelers,  who  gave  name  to  it,  and  paffed  from  them  to  the  Tal- 
bots Earls  of  Shrewfbury.  Molins  was  the  property  of  Sir  John  Molins,  who  had 
the  king’s  licence  to  embattle  his  houfe  at  Turville  in  1331.  From  him  it  paffed  by 
inheritance  to  the  families  of  Hungerford  and  Hafb'ngs.  Both  thefe  manors  be- 
longed to  the  Windfor  family  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  afterwards  for 
many  years  to  the  Hills.  They  are  now  the  property  of  Mrs.  Tomkins,  whofe 
hufband’s  family  became  poffeffed  of  them  about  the  middle  of  the  laft  century. 
The  manor  of  Broughton-Stavely,  alias  Broughton-Holland,  lately  belonging  to 
Sir  John  Pakington,  and  now  by  a recent  purchafe  to  the  Marquis  of  Bucking- 
ham, extends  over  a part  of  this  parifh.  The  reftory  is  in  the  gift  of  the  warden 
and  fcholars  of  All  Souls  College  in  Oxford,  who  purchafed  the  advowfon  of  the 
Hills  about  the  year  1704.  The  parifh  of  Wefton-Turville  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  1798,  when  an  allotment  of  land  was  affigned  to 
the  reftor  in  lieu  of  tithes.  Bedgrove  is  a hamlet  of  this  parifh. 

Weston-Underwood,.  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about 
two  miles  weft  of  Olney.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Bofon,  or 
Bofun,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  female  heirs  to  the  Olneys  and  Throckinortons. 
It  is  now  the  property  and  feat  of  George,  a younger  brother  of  Sir  John  Throck- 
morton bart.,  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Courtenay. 

In  the  parifh  church,  which  was  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Olney,  are  a few 
memorials  of  the  Throckinortons.  Mr.  Courtenay  is  improprietor  of  the  great 
tithes,  and  patron  of  the  curacy. 

Cowper  the  poet  refided  for  feveral  years,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  at 
this  village,  in  a houfe  now  inhabited  by  a fhopkeeper.  Moft  of  his  defcriptions 
of  rural  fcenery  were  drawn  from  nature  in  his  walks  round  this  place. 

Wexham, 
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Wexham,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  lies  about  four 
miles  to  the  north-wefl:  of  Colnbrook,  and  about  a mile  and  a half  to  the  north  of 
the  great  road  to  Bath.  The  manor  belonged  to  Merton  Abbey  in  Surrey  f ; after- 
wards  to  the  Winwoods,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Duke  of 
Montagu.  It  is  now  the  property  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Francis  Godol- 
phin  Olborne,  by  bequefl  from  the  late  Lord  Godolphin.  The  redory  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown.  The  advowfon  belonged  formerly  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Mary 
Overie  in  Southwark.  The  learned  Biffiop  Fleetwood,  before  his  promotion  to  the 
bench,  was  redor  of  Wexham.  During  his  refidence  at  this  place,  which  was 
from  1705  to  1708,  he  publiffied  his  Chronicon  Pretiofum.  In  1708  he  was  made 
Biffiop  s of  St.  Afaph. 

Whaddon,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  about  four 
miles  fouth  of  Stony-Stratford,  and  about  five  miles  nearly  north  of  Winflow. 
The  manor  of  Whaddon,  with  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Chace,  was  anciently  in 
the  Giffards.  It  was  feized  by  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  and  granted 
to  the  Earl  of  Arundel.  By  a fubfequent  grant,  in  1 245,  it  was  given  to  the  Fitz- 
jefferys,  from  whom  it  defcended  by  heirs  female  to  Lionel  Duke  of  Clarence,  to  the 
Mortimers,  and  the  Plantagenets,  by  which  means  it  became  again  vefted  in  the 
crown.  The  manor  of  Whaddon  was  a part  of  Jane  Seymour’s  dower.  It  was 
afterwards  given  to  the  Pigots,  and  by  them  fold  to  the  noble  family  of  Grey  of 
Wilton.  Whaddon  was  the  feat  of  the  brave  Arthur  Lord  Grey,  who,  in  1568, 
was  honoured  with  a vifit  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  then  on  her  Buckinghamffiire 
progrefs.  Edmund  Spenfer,  the  poet,  who  was  his  fecretary,  is  faid  to  have  been 
frequently  refident  with  him  at  this  place  h.  On  the  attainder  of  William  Lord 
Grey,  for  being  concerned  with  Sir  Walter  Ralegh  in  fome  treafonable  pradtices, 
this  manor  was  given  to  Sir  George  Villiers,  afterwards  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who 
occafionally  refided  at  Whaddon-hall,  from  whence  he  took  the  title  of  Baron.  In 
1698,  the  manor  and  chace  were  purchafed  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fecond 
duke,  by  James  Selby  efq.  and  Dr.  Willis  the  celebrated  phyfician.  The  manor, 
on  a partition,  became  the  property  of  Dr.  Willis,  and  was  inherited  by  his  grand- 
fon,  Browne  Willis  the  antiquary,  who  refided  many  years  at  Whaddon-hall, 
which  was  purchafed,  with  the  manor,  of  his  reprefentatives,  by  the  late  Mr. 
Selby,  who,  on  the  fuppofition  that  no  heir  at  law  could  be  found  to  inherit  his 
eftates,  which  proved  to  be  the  cafe,  bequeathed  the  manor  and  other  property  to 
William  Lowndes  efq.  of  Winflow,  who  has  taken  the  name  of  Selby.  Whad- 

1 Manning  Surrey,  vol.  i.  p.  247.  ‘ Alumni  Eborenfes.  h See  Stukeley's  Itinerary. 
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don-hall  Is  now  the  refidence  of  his  eldeft  fon,  William  Lowndes  efq.  In  the  parifii 
church  are  the  monuments  of  Thomas  Pigot  ferjeant  at  law,  who  died  in  1519  ; 
and  of  Arthur  Lord  Grey,"  of  Wilton,  who  died  in  1593.  The  great  tithes  of  this 
parifh,  which  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of  Newenton-Longueville,  were  given 
by  William  of  Wickham  to  New  College  in  Oxford,  together  with  the  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage. 

Dr.  Cox,  Bifhop  of  Ely,  who  was  tutor  to  King  Edward  VI.  and  one  of  the 
compofers  of  the  liturgy,  was  a native  of  Whaddon. 

The  late  Mr.  Coare  of  Newgate-flreet,  founded  a charity  fchool  at  Whaddon 
for  20  children,  and  endowed  it  with  iol.  per  afinum.  He  built  an  alms  houfe  alfo, 
but  did  not  live  to  complete  his  intention  of  endowing  it. 

Ralph  Martell,  in  the  reign  of  King  Idenry  III.  founded  a fmall  priory  of 
monks  of  the  Benedi&ine  order  at  Snelfhall,  now  called  Snelfoe  green,  in  this 
parifh.  The  prior  had  a grant  of  a weekly  market  on  Thurfdays  at  Snelfhall,  in 
1227.  The  revenues  of  the  priory  were  eftimated  at  the  time  of  its  fuppreflion 
at  only  1 81.  is.  1 id.  clear  yearly  value.  The  fite  was  granted  at  three  feveral  times 
to  Francis  Pigot,  Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  and  Edmund  Afhfield.  From  the  latter  it 
palled  by  a female  hen*  to  the  Fortefcues,  who  in  1619  fold  it  to  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham.  It  was  included  in  the  purchafe  made  by  Selby  and  Willis  in 
1698,  and  has  fince  palled  with  the  manor  of  Whaddon.  There  are  no  remains 
of  the  conventual  buildings  which  were  in  a ruinous  ftate  when  furveyed  by  the 
commiffioners,  previoufly  to  its  fuppreflion,  in  the  reign  of  King  Llenry  VIII. 

Whitchurch,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow,  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies 
about  five  miles  from  Aylefbury  in  the  road  to  Buckingham.  It  had  formerly  a 
market  on  Mondays,  granted  in  1245,  together  with  a fair  on  the  feflival  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelifl.  The  manor  was  anciently  in  the  Giffards  Earls  of  Buck- 
ingham, afterwards  in  the  Bolebecs.  Hugh  de  Bolebec  built  a caftle  at 
Whitchurch,  of  which  the  fite  is  plainly  dilcernible,  clofe  to  the  village  on  the 
left  hand  as  you  pafs  from  Aylefbury  to  Buckingham.  From  the  Bolebecs 
this  manor  paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Veres  Earls  of  Oxford,  by  whom 
it  was  fold  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  family  of  Waterhoufe.  It 
was  afterwards  fucceflively  in  the  families  of  Watfon  and  Smith.  In  1695,  it  was 
purchafed  of  a fon  of  Sir  Edward  Smith,  Lord  Chief  Juflice  of  the  Common  Pleas 
in  Ireland,  by  the  family  of  Reynolds,  from  whom  it  foon  afterwards  paffed  to 
the  Ruffells.  In  or  about  the  year  1720,  it  was  purchafed  of  Governor  John  Ruf- 
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fell  by  the  family  of  Rowlands  of  Caerau,  in  the  ifle  of  Anglefea.  This  manor  is 
now  the  property  of  dame  Rebecca  Williams,  relict  of  Sir  David  Williams  bait, 
and  mother  of  the  late  Sir  David  Williams. 

In  the  parifh  church  is  a monument  of  Chief  Juftice  Smith,  who  died  in  1682. 
The  great  tithes  were  appropriated  to  Woburn  abbey.  When  the  parifh  tvas  in- 
clofed  under  an  act  of  parliament  paffed  in  1771,  allotments  of  land  were  affigned 
to  the  impropriator  and  to  the  vicar  in  lieu  of  tithe?!  The  redtorial  eftate  is  now 
the  property  of  Major-general  Northey  Hopkins,  under  the  will  of  his  uncle  the  late 
Richard  Hopkins  efq.  of  Qving.  The  vicarage  is  the  gift  of  the  crown. 

Over,  or  Upper-Winchendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of 
Waddefdon,  lies  about  fix  miles  weft  of  Aylefbury.  The  manor  was  given  by 
King  Henry  I.  to  the  canons  of  St.  Fridefwide  in  Oxford.  After  the  fuppreffion 
of  that  convent  it  was  given  to  Cardinal  Wolfey.  On  the  cardinal’s  fall  the  grant 
was  refumed,  and  it  continued  in  the  crown  till  1623,  when  it  was  granted  to  the 
family  of  Goodwin,  and  paffed  in  marriage  with  Jane,  daughter  and  heir  of  Arthur 
Goodwin  efq.  to  Philip  Lord  Wharton  : his  fon  Thomas,  who  v'as  in  1706  created 
Vifcount  Winchendon,  Earl,  and  afterwards  Marquis  of  Wharton,  made  Win- 
ehendon  his  chief  refidence,  having  enlarged  the  manor-houfe,  and  made  it  a mag- 
nificent manfion.  The  gardens  were  efteemed  fuperior  to  any  then  in  the  county,  and 
were  particularly  celebrated  for  a fine  colledlion  of  orange  trees.  Philip  Lord  Wharton, 
who  fucceeded  his  father  in  his  title  and  eftates,  was,  in  1 7 1 8,  created  Duke  of  Whar- 
ton. Granger  relates  an  anecdote  of  the  facetious  Colley  Cibber,  that  riding  with  the 
duke  in  his  coach  at  Winchendon,  where  the  foil  is  a ffiff  clay,  and  the  roads  very 
deep  and  heavy,  thus  addreffed  himfelf  to  his  noble  companion : report  fays  that 
your  grace  is  running  out  of  your  eftates,  I am  fure  that  ’tis  impofilble  for  you  to 
run  out  of  this.  The  duke  of  Wharton  having  been  attainted  of  treafon  for 
acting,  in  favour  of  the  pretender,  and  his  eftates  confifcated,  the  manor  of 
Over-Winchendon,  was  fold  to  Sarah,  Duchefs  of  Marlborough,  and  the  houfe  and 
gardens,  after  a very  Ihort-lived  fame,  became  dilapidated  and  negledted.  The 
houfe  was  pulled  down  about  the  year  1760.  Some  of  the  offices  have  been  fitted 
■up  for  the  refidence  of  a fteward.  The  eftate  is  now  the  property  of  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  has  the  impropriation  of  the  great  tithes  formerly 
belonging  to  the  canons  of  St.  Fridefwide,  and  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

In  the  church  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  John  Stodel,  a vicar  of  Winchendon,  with  his 
effigies  on  a brafs  plate,  remarkably  well  preferved. 
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Lower  or  Nether-Winchendon,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanerv 
of  Waadefdon,  lies  about  feven  miles  weft  of  Aylefbury.  A moiety  of  the  manor 
was  given  to  Nutley  Abbey,  by  the  founder,  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham. 
The  other  moiety,  which  had  been  the  property  of  Robert  Humet,  con  liable  to 
King  Henry  II.  and  had  palled  in  marriage  with  his  daughter  and  heir  to  Baldwin 
de  Wake,  was  given  to  the  fame  abbey  in  1216.  After  the  reformation,  the  fite 
of  the  manor  of  Nether-Winchendon  was  granted  to  John  Lord  Ruflel,  whofe  fon, 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  fold  it  to  the  Goodwins  who  in  1560  had  a grant  of  the 
manor  which  had  been  referved  by  the  crown.  From  the  Goodwins  this  eftate  paffed 
in  marriage  to  the  Tyringhams,  a younger  branch  of  which  family  feated  themfelves 
here,  and  having  furvived  the  elder  branch,  became  extindt  in  the  male  line,  by  the 
death  of  Francis  Tyringham  efq.  in  1735,  when  the  manor  of  Lower-Winchendon 
devolved  to  his  filler  Mary,  and  afterwards  to  his  coufip  Jane,  who  married  William 
Beresford  efq.  and  was  many  years  lady  of  this  manor,  which  fhe  bequeathed  to  her 
maternal  coufin  german,  the  late  Sir  Francis  Bernard  bart.  It  is  now  the  property 
and  feat  of  his  younger  fon,  Scrope  Bernard  efq. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  has  a manor,  farm  in  Nether-Winchendon,  called 
the  Marlh,  which  has  been  many  years  in  the  Grenville  family. 

The  great  tithes  of  Nether-Winchendon,  which  appears  to  have  been  formerly 
a chapel  to  Crendon,  were  given  to  Nutley  Abbey  by  the  founder.  The  parilh 
having  been  inclofed  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Firft,  the  lands  have  fince  that  time 
been  tithe  free.  Mr.  Bernard  polfelfes  the  lay  redtory,  and  is  patron  of  the  curacy. 

Wing,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotfiow  and  deanery  of  Murelley,  lies  about  eight 
miles  north-eaft  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  three  miles  and  a half  from  Leighton- 
Bufard,  in  Bedfordfhire.  The  manor  was  given  by  the  Emprefs  Maud,  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Nicholas  at  Angiers,  who  eftabliftied  a cell  of  Benedidline 
monks  at  Afcot,  in  this  parilh.  This  priory  and  the  manor  of  Wing  having  been 
feized  as  the  property  of  an  alien  monaftery,  were  granted  in  1416  to  the  nuns  of 
St.  Mary  de  Pre,  near  St.  Alban’s.  On  the  fuppreffion  of  the  fmaller  monafteries, 
the  manor  of  Wing  was  given  to  Cardinal  W olfey  : having  been  refumed  by  the  king 
on  his  attainder,  it  was  granted  in  1 532  to  John  Penn  efq.  and  in  1 544,  (the  king  it  is 
probable  having  repolfelfed  it  by  an  exchange)  to  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  who  enter- 
tained the  Princefs  Elizabeth  at  Afcot- Houfe,  in  1 554,  when  on  her  road  to 
London  as  a prifoner,  foon  after  her  filler’s  acceffion  to  the  throne  : his  Grandfon, 
Sir  Robert,  was  in  1615  created  Baron  Dormer  of  Wing.  The  eldeft  fon  of  the 

firft  Lord  Dormer,  who  was  in  1628  created  Vifcount  Afcot  and  Earl  of  Car- 
\ 
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narvon,  loft  his  life  fighting  bravely  for  his  king  at  the  battle  of  Newbury,  in 
1643.  The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  and  Vifcount  Afcot  became  extinft  on 

the  death  of  Charles  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  without  male  ilfue,  in  1709:  the  title 
of  Baron  Dormer  of  Wing  devolved  to  the  defcendants  of  a younger  fon  of  the 
firft  Lord  Dormer,  who  fettled  at  Peterley,  in  this  county.  The  manor  of  Wing, 
and  moft  of  the  Buckinghamfhire  eftates,  palfed  in  marriage  with  his  elder  daughter 
and  coheir,  to  Philip  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  and  were  by  him  given  to  his  fecond 
fon.  Sir  William  Stanhope,  who  leaving  no  male  ifiue,  they  defcended  to  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Chefterfield.  Afcot-houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Dormers,  which  was  fituated  in 
Wing  Park,  is  defcribed  by  Browiie  Willis  as  having  a noble  apartment  built  by  Inigo 
Jones.  He  fays  that  it  was  fuffered  to  go  to  decay  after  the  year  1720,  and  that  Sir 
William  Stanhope,  about  the  year  1727,  fold  the  deer  out  of  the  park,  and  cut 
down  the  timber,  which  was  very  fine.  Mr.  Willis  mentions  that  he  himfelf  bought 
fome  of  it  at  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  a foot,  for  building  the  chapel  at  Fenny- 
Stratford  : he  adds,  that  in  his  remembrance  the  laft  Earl  of  Carnarvon  kept  up 
great  hofpitality  at  Afcot-houfe,  and  had  a fine  bowling  green,  which  was  conftantly 
open  for  the  amufement  of  the  neighbouring  gentry.  Wing  Park  dill  remains 
inclofed,  but  the  houfe  has  been  many  years  pulled  dov/n. 

King  Edward  II.  in  the  year  1308,  confirmed  a manor  in  Wing,  together  with 
the  advowfon  of  the  priory,  to  John  Warren,  Earl  of  Surrey3.  The  earl  gave  it  to 
his  brother-in-law,  Edmund  Earl  of  Arundel,  to  whom  it  was  confirmed  by  the  king 
in  1315  b.  From  the  Earl  of  Arundel  it  defcended  by  female  heirs  to  the  Mowlprays 
and  Berkeleys.  The  Marquis  of  Berkeley  gave  it  with  other  eftates  to  Sir  Reginald 
Bray : it  is  probable  that  it  was  purchafed  of  his  reprefentatives  by  the  Dormer 
family. 

The  parilh  church  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  foon  after  the  manor  was  given 
to  the  nunnery  of  St.  Mary  de  Pre.  In  the  north  aifle  is  the  tomb  of  Sir  Robert 
Dormer,  grantee  of  the  manor,  who  died  in  1552  : in  the  burial  place  of  the 
Dormers  are  handfome  monuments  of  Sir  William  Dormer,  who  died  in  1575, 
(with  his  effigies  in  gilt  armour)  and  Robert  the  firft  Lord  Dormer,  who  died  in 
1617  : there  are  fome  monuments  alfo  for  the  family  of  Fines. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Nicholas,  at 
Angiers,  and  afterwards  to  the  nunnery  of  St.  Mary  de  Pre.  The  reftorial  eftate 
is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Chefterfield,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 
The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  palfed  in  1797,  when  allot- 
ments of  land  were  given  to  the  impropriator  and  the  vicar,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  and 
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an  allotment  to  the  poor  for  fuel.  Dorothy  Lady  Pelham,  fometime  wife  of  Sir 
William  Dormer,  founded  an  alms-houfe  at  Wing,  in  the  year  1596,  for  eight 
poor  perfons,  and  endowed  it  with  30I.  per  annum. 

Afcot , Burcot , and  Croft-on , are  hamlets  in  this  parilh  ; Cotjlow , a depopulated 
hamlet,  of  which  only  one  houfe  remains,  gives  name  to  the  hundred.  The  manor 
of  Afcot  was  given  by  Richard  Grenville  efq.  to  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  in  exchange 
for  an  eltate  in  Wotton,  and  has  lince  patfed  with  Wing. 

Wingrave,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotflow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  lies  nearly 
fix  miles  north-eaft  of  Aylefbury.  When  this  parilh  was  inclofed  by  aft  of  parlia- 
ment in  1797,  feparate  and  diltinft  manors  were  claimed  by  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
as  Duke  of  Cornwall ; the  Mercers’  Company,  the  Rev.  John  Deacle  as  impro- 
priator, the  Earl  of  Chelterfield,  and  John  Tirel-Morin  efq.  Lord  Chefterfield’s 
manor  was  anciently  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Pipards,  from  whom  it  palfed  by 
a female  heir  to  the  Lilies : the  marriage  between  Thomas  Lord  Berkeley,  and 
Margaret  the  heirefs  of  that  noble  family,  was  celebrated  in  their  manor-houfe  at 
Wingrave : by  fubfequent  alliances  this  manor  palfed  to  the  Beauchamps  and 
Nevilles;  in  1531  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Llampdens,  and  in  1607  by  the  Dor- 
mers, from  whom  it  palfed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Stanhopes. 

The  great  tithes  of  this  parilh  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans. 
A difpute  between  John  de  Wedon  and  the  abbot  of  St.  Albans,  about  the  patronage 
of  this, church,  was  determined  in  favor  of  the  abbot  in  1250°.  The  impropriate 
reftory  having  lince  the  reformation  been  fuccelfively  in  the  families  of  Duncombe, 
Wilford,  Abraham,  Deane,  and  Balinger,  has  now  been  for  a confiderable  time  in 
the  family  of  Deacle.  The  Earl  of  Bridgwater  is  patron  of  the  vicarage. 

Roivjham , a large  hamlet  in  this  parilh,  had  formerly  a chapel  of  eafe.  Sir  John 
Cobham  gave  the  manor  to  the  crown  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III : it  has  long 
been  annexed  to  Wingrave. 

The  parilh  of  Wingrave,  including  the  hamlet  of  Rowlham,  has  been  inclofed 
as  above-mentioned  ; allotments  of  land  were  made  to  the  impropriator  and  vicar  in 
lieu  of  tithes. 


Winslow,  in  the  hundred  of  Cotllow  and  deanery  of  Murefley,  is  a market 
town  about  fifty  miles  from  London,  on  the  road  to  Buckingham.  The  market, 
which  is  on  Thurfdays,  is  very  inconfiderable.  It  was  granted,  in  1235,  to  the 
abbot  and  convent  of  St.  Albans,  to  whom  the  manor  had  been  given  by  King  Olfa  : 
the  grant  includes  the  right  of  holding  a fair  at  the  feltival  of  St.  Lawrence  d. 


M.  Paris,  p.  675. 
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There  are  now  five  annual  fairs,  March  20;  Holy  Thurfday ; Auguft  21  ; Sep- 
tember 22  ; and  the  Thurfday  before  Oftober  1 1.  In  1599,  the  manor’of  Winflow 
was  granted  to  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  who  in  1619  fold  it  to  Sir  George  Villiers,  after- 
wards Duke  of  Buckingham  : it  was  purchafed  in  1697,  un^er  an  aft  of  parliament, 
of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fecond  duke,  by  William  Lowndes  efq.  fecretary  of 
the  treafury,  and  is  now  the  property  of  his  great-grandfon,  William  Selby  efq.  who 

took  that  name  on  fucceeding  to  the  eflates  bequeathed  to  him  by  the  late Selby 

efq.  Mr.  Selby  has  a feat  at  Winflow,  which  was  built  by  Secretary  Lowndes  in 
the  year  1700. 

The  parifli  church,  which  is  a fpacious  Gothic  ftrufture,  contains  no  monuments 
worthy  of  notice.  The  great  tithes,  which  were  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Albans,  are  the  property  of  Mr.  Selby : the  vicarage,  which  is  in  the  diocefe  of 
London,  and  in  the  peculiar  jurifdiftion  of  the  archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  is  in  the 
gift  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Rogers,  in  1722,  bequeathed  a fum  of  money  towards  founding  a 
charity  fchool  at  this  place. 

The  manor  of  Shipton , a hamlet  of  this  parifli,  has  palled  with  Winflow.  Certain 
fields  within  the  hamlet  of  Shipton,  were  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafled 
in  1743  ; and  the  whole  parifli  by  an  aft  pafled  in  1766,  when  allotments  of  land 
were  afligned  to  the  impropriator  and  vicar,  and  a fmall  allotment  for  the  poor. 

Wolverton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  a mile  north- 
ealt  of  Stony-Stratford  : it  was  the  feat  of  the  barony  of  Maigno  Brito,  a powerful 
Norman,  whofe  defcendants  took  the  name  of  Wolverton : the  family  became 
extinft  in  the  male  line,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  John  Longueville,  who  died 
in  1439,  was  poflefled  of  this  manor  by  marriage  with  Joan,  daughter  and  heir  of 
John  Hunt,  by  his  wife  Margaret,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Sir  John  de  Wolverton. 
The  manor  of  Wolverton  continued  in  the  family  of  Longueville  nearly  300  years. 
Sir  John  Longueville,  who  was  owner  of  Wolverton  in  Leland’s  time,  lived  to  the 
age  of  103:  his  defendant.  Sir  Edward  Longueville,  was  created  a baronet  of 
Nova  Scotia  in  1638,  being  defcribed  of  this  place:  the  title  is  now  extinft.  Sir 
Edward  Longueville,  the  laft  baronet  but  one,  broke  his  neck  by  a fall  from  his 
horfe  at  Bicefter  races  in  1718,  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  his  father  Sir  Thomas, 
met  with  his  death  by  a fimilar  accident  in  1685.  About  fix  years  before  his 
death,  Sir  Edward  Longueville  abovementioned,  fold  Wolverton  to  the  celebrated 
phyfician,  Dr.  Radcliffe,  who  bequeathed  it  with  other  large  eflates  in  truft  for 
the  univeifity  of  Oxford. 


7 


The 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


669 


The  keep  of  Maigno  Brito’s  caftle  remains  near  the  vicarage.  The  feat  of  the 
Longuevilles,  which  was  re-built  in  1586,  has  been  pulled  down:  Browne  Willis 
defcribes  it  as  a magnificent  manfion. 

In  the  parilh  church  is  the  monument  of  Sir  Thomas  Longueville  above- 
mentioned,  who  died  in  1685  : numerous  entries  of  births  and  burials  of  this 
family  occur  in  the  parilh  regilter. 

The  great  tithes  which  were  appropriated  to  the  Priory  of  Bradwell,  were  granted 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  John  Spencer,  whofe  grandfon,  Spencer  Compton,  Earl 
of  Northampton,  fold  them  about  the  year  1650  to  the  Longuevilles : having  been 
included  in  Dr.  Radcliffe’s  purchafe,  and  in  his  bequeft  to  the  univerfity,  they  are 
now  veiled  in  the  truilees  under  his  will,  who  are  patrons  of  the  vicarage. 

The  priory  of  Bradwell  adjoining  to  this  pariih,  the  fite  of  which  is  now 
deemed  extraparochial,  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  for  black 
monks,  by  Manfelin,  Baron  of  Wolverton : it  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin 
Mary,  and  was  originally  a cell  to  Luffield.  In  152 6 it  was  given  with  other 
fmall  monaileries  to  Cardinal  Wolfey : after  his  attainder,  the  king  granted  it 
with  the  manor,  in  the  year  1531,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Sheen e : the  fite  was 
granted  after  the  reformation,  to  Arthur  Longueville  efq.  From  the  Longuevilles 
it  paflfed  by  purchafe  to  the  Lawrences,  in  1647  5 and  from  them,  in  1664,  to  Sir 
Jofeph  Allton  bart.  then  of  Chelfea,  who  made  Bradwell  Abbey  his  refidence  : 
after  his  death  it  was  fuccefiively  in  the  families  of  Fuller  and  Owen.  About  the 
year  1730  the  Bradwell  Abbey  eftate  was  purchafed  by  Sir  Charles  Gunter  Nicholl, 
K.  B.  whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  married  the  late  Earl  of  Dartmouth : it  is 
now  veiled  in  their  fon,  the  prefent  earl.  The  fite  of  the  abbey,  of  which  there 
are  no  remains,  is  occupied  as  a farm-houfe. 

Wooburn,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe,  lies  about 
four  miles  and  a half  eall  of  Great-Marlow.  There  were  anciently  two  manors  in 
this  parilh.  The  manor  of  Bilhop’s- Wooburn  had  been  from  time  immemorial 
in  the  fee  of  Lincoln,  till  the  year  1547,  when  Bilhop  Holbeach  gave  it  to  the  crown 
in  exchange  : it  was  granted,  in  1549,  to  John  Ruffel,  Earl  of  Bedford.  Francis, 
the  fecond  earl,  fold  it  about  the  year  1 580,  to  Sir  John  Goodwin,  whofe  ancellors 
had  refided  at  Wooburn  above  joo  years,  as  tenants  to  the  Bilhops  of  Lincoln. 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin,  (fon  of  Sir  John,)  was  feveral  times  knight  of  the  fhire. 
The  difpute  concerning  the  legality  of  his  election  in  1604,  proved  the  caufe  of 


c Manning’s  Surrey,  vol.  i.  p.  418. 
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eftahlifhing  the  great  conftitutional  dodtrine,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  have  the 
foie  right  of  judging  and  deciding  on  the  validity  of  their  own  elections  and  returns. 
Sir  Francis  was  a particular  friend  of  the  celebrated  John  Hampden,  and  zealoully 
concurred  with  his  meafures  at  the  commencement  of  the  difputes  between  King 
Charles  and  his  parliament.  His  fon,  Arthur  Goodwin,  left  an  only  daughter,  Jane, 
married  to  Philip  Lord  Wharton,  who  became  poffefled  in  her  right  of  the  manors  of 
Over-Winchendon  and  Wooburn,  at  both  which  places  he  occafionally  refided.  Soon 
after  the  revolution  he  had  the  honour  of  a vifit  at  Wooburn,  from  King  William  ; 
his  fon,  who  was  fome  years  afterwards  created  Marquis  of  Wharton,  having  been 
the  perfon  who  drew  up  the  addrefs  which  invited  that  monarch  to  take  pofteflion  of 
the  Britifh  throne.  The  Marquis  of  Wharton  was  fucceeded,  in  1715,  by  his  fon 
Philip,  who  was  created  Duke  of  Wharton,  in  1718:  after  the  death  of  this 
nobleman,  whofe  extraordinary  abilities  and  more  extraordinary  eccentricities  have 
been  fo  well  defcribed  by  Pope,  the  manor  of  Wooburn  having  been  before  mort- 
gaged to  the  celebrated  Col.  Chartres,  who  refided  fome  time  at  the  manor-houfe, 
was  fold  in  1732  to  John  Morfe  efq.  whofe  niece  and  heir  brought  it  in  marriage 
to  the  Berties.  In  1784  it  was  purchafed  of  Albemarle  Biertie  efq.  by  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Dupre,  mother  of  James  Dupre  efq.  of  Wilton  Park,  who  is  the  prefent  pro- 
prietor. 

The  old  manor-houfe  was  a palace  of  the  Bifhops  of  Lincoln.  Bifhop  Smith, 
the  founder  of  Brazen  Nofe-College,  died  at  Wooburn  in  1513,  as  did  his  fucceffor, 
Bilhop  Atwater,  in  1520.  Bifhop  Longland,  confelfor  to  King  Henry  VIII.  who 
was  a native  of  Henley,  frequently  refided  at  Wooburn,  where  he  died  in  1 547, 
a few  months  before  it  was  alienated  from  the  fee  by  his  fuccelfor.  The  palace 
was  pulled  down  in  1750:  Mr.  Langley,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Def- 
borough,  informs  us  that  the  old  gallery,  which  was  120  feet  in  length,  was  in 
the  time  of  the  Whartons,  hung  with  the  valuable  portraits  of  that  family,  which 
were  afterwards  in  Sir  Robert  Walpole’s  colledtion  at  Houghton.  He  fpeaks  of  a 
fmall  room  adjoining  the  chapel,  called  Little-eafe,  for  the  confinement  of  Heretics, 
in  which  the  unfortunate  Thomas  Chafe,  of  Amerlham,  was  barbaroufly  murdered  ■ 
in  1506,  being  then  a prifoner  there  on  a charge  of  herefy.  .Bifhop  Smith,  whofe 
character  has  been  feverely  handled  on  account  of  this  and  other  cruelties  exercifed 
in  his  diocefe,  has  been  ably  defended  by  the  learned  Dr.  Churton,  of  Brazen-Nofe 
College.  Indeed  Fuller,  in  his  Church  Hiftory,  feems  inclined  to  believe  that  thefe 
cruelties  were  not  perpetrated  by  the  directions  or  w’ith  the  knowledge  of  that 
prelate,  being  very  inconfiftent  with  his  general  character. 

8 


The 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


67 1 

The  famous  Marquis  of  Wharton,  and  the  more  famous  Duke,  as  Granger  calls 
them,  are  faid  to  have  expended  incredible  fums  of  money  on  the  houfe  and  gardens 
at  Wooburn.  The  gardens,  which  were  much  admired,  are  faid  to  have  been  a 
continuation  of  terraces,  of  which  fcarcely  a veftige  remains.  When  the  houfe 
was  pulled  down,  Mr.  Bertie  fitted  up  one  of  the  wings,  which  has  fince  been  en- 
larged and  improved  : it  is  now  occupied  by  the  Countefs  of  Orkney. 

The  manor  of  Wooburn-Deincourt  belonged  to  the  ancient  family  of  Deincourt, 
from  the  time  of  the  Norman  Survey  till  the  year  1422,  when  it  palled  by  a female 
heir  to  the  Lovells.  Upon  the  attainder  of  Francis  Lord  Lovell  it  became  veiled 
in  the  crown,  and  in  1513  was  granted,  for  a term  of  years,  to  Sir  William  Comp- 
ton, who  occafionally  redded  at  Wooburn.  In  1597  it  was  granted  in  fee  to 
Robert  Spencer  and  Robert  Atkins ; not  long  afterwards  it  came  into  the  Good- 
win family,  by  the  marriage  of  Sir  John  Goodwin,  with  Anne  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Spencer : fmce  which  time  the  two  manors  have  been  united.  The  an- 
cient feat  of  the  Deincourts  and  Lovells  was  near  the  church. 

The  manor  of  Lude,  or  Lyde,  in  Wooburn  (called  in  the  Norman  Survey 
Lede)  has  palfed  with  Bilhop’s-Wooburn,  and  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Dupre, 
who,  in  the  inclofure  act,  is  called  alfo  lord  of  the  manor  of  “ the  Glory”  in 
this  parilh. 

The  parilh  church  is  *a  fpacious  Gothic  llructure.  The  tower  was  built  about 
the  year  1480,  as  appears  by  the  epitaph  of  John  Goodwin,  and  Pernell  his 
wife,  who  are  called  its  founders.  In  the  chancel  are  monuments  of  the  families 
of  Bertie  and  Wharton,  among  which  is  that  of  Philip  Lord  Wharton,  who  died 
in  1695.  v 

The  rectory,  which  was  appropriated  to  the  fee  of  Lincoln  about  the  year  133c, 
is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Dupre,  who  is  patron  of  the  vicarage.  Philip  Lord 
Wharton  gave  a rent  charge  of  22/.  10s.  per  annum  to  the  vicar,  for  preaching  an 
evening  lefture  on  Sundays.  The  parilh  of  Wooburn  has  been  enclofed  by  an  a£t 
of  parliament  palfed  in  .1802,  when  allotments  of  land,  in  lieu  of  tithes,  were  af- 
ligned  to  the  impropriator  and  to  the  vicar,  and  an  allotment  to  the  poor  for 
fuel. 

There  is  an  annual  fair  at  Wooburn,  for  which  Lord  Wharton  obtained  a char- 
ter in  1686,  on  All-Souls  day,  O.  S.,  now  November  14th.  A fair  on  the  tranf- 
lation  of  St.  Edward  the  king,  now  difcontinued,  was  granted  by  King  Henry  VI. 
to  Alice  Lovell,  lady  of  the  manor  of  Wooburn-Deincourt f. 

' Cart.  27 — 39  Henry  VI. 
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Woolston-Magna,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  three  miles 
fouth  of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  families  of  Peyvre  and  Green,  afterwards  in  the  Staffords,  from 
whom  it  paffed  by  marriage  to  the  Mordaunts,  about  the  year  1642.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  William  Selby  efq.  of  Window,  whofe  anceftor,  Mr.  Lowndes,  be- 
came poffeffed  of  it  about  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century. 

James  Nield  efq.  is  patron  of  the  reftory.  The  parilh  has  been  inclofed  by  an 
a£t  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1796,  when  a corrj-rent  was  fettled  on  the  redor  in 
lieu  of  tithes. 

Woolston-Parva,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  near  Wool- 
fton-Magna,  a little  more  than  three  miles  fouth  of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road 
to  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was  fucceffively  in  the  families  of  Paganell,  Somery, 
Coudray,  Tyringham,  and  Broughton.  In  1575  it  was  purchafed  by  the  Dun- 
combes,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  nearly  two  centuries  : it  now  belongs  to  Mr. 
Smith.  Another  manor,  which  was  fucceffively  in  the  Giffards,  Clares,  and  Staf- 
fords, being  part  of  the  honor  of  Gloucefter,  was  fome  years  ago  in  the  family  of 
Neale  : it  has  fince  been  the  property  of  Sir  John  Riddell,  and  now  belongs  to 
Mr.  Hanfcomb  of  Newport. 

The  advowfon  of  the  redory  belonged  formerly  to  the  priory  of  Cumbwell,  in 
Kent : it  is  now  in  the  crown.  This  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parlia- 
ment, paffed  in  1791  : the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 


Wormenhali,,  in  the  hundred  of  Alhendon  and  deanery  of  Waddefdon,  lies 
on  the  borders  of  Oxfordlhire,  about  five  miles  north-weft  of  Thame.  It  had 
formerly  a market  on  Thurfdays,  granted  in  1304,  together  with  a fair  on  the 
feftival  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to  John  de  Rivers,  who  it  is  probable  was  at  that 
lime  lord  of  the  manor  : at  a later  period  it  was  in  the  Ingeltons,  from  whom  it 
paffed  by  a female  heir  to  the  Tyrrells.  In  1720  the  manor  of  Wormenhali  was 
bought  by  Edward  Rudge  efq.  of  the  Tipping  family,  who  had  fucceeded  the 
Tyrrells  in  the  year  1560:  it  is  now  the  property  of  Edward  Horne  efq.  of  the 
Leafowes,  having  been  purchafed  of  the  Rudges  by  his  father,  Samuel  Horne  efq. 
about  the  year  1772. 

Sir  Clement  Cottrell  Dormer  has  for  feveral  years  given  a deputation  for  the 
free  warren  of  Wormenhali. 
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In  the  parlfh  church  are  fome  memorials  of  the  family  of  lung ; John  King, 
Bifhop  of  London,  and  Henry  King,  Bilhop  of  Chichefler,  a learned  writer  and  a 
poet,  were  both  of  this  family,  and  natives  of  Wormenhall.  John  King  efq.  fon 
of  the  bifhop  of  Chichefler,  founded  an  alms-houfe  at  this  place  in  1675,  f°r  ^our 
poor  women  and  fix  poor  fingle  men,  who  receive  eight  fhillings  and  four-pence 
each  monthly,  from  the  donation  of  the  founder. 

Thumley , a hamlet  of  this  parifh,  is  in  Oxfordfhire. 

Wotton-Underwood,  in  the  hundred  of  Afhendon  and  deanery  of  Wad- 
defdon,  lies  about  nine  miles  nearly  weft  of  Aylefbury,  and  about  the  fame 
diftance  from  Bicefter,  in  Oxfordfhire.  It  was  called  Wotton-Underwood  from 
its  fituation  with  refpeft  to  Bernwood  foreft,  which  was  disforefted  by  King 
James  I.  The  manor,  among  many  others,  was  given  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
to  Walter  Giffard,  Earl  of  Buckingham : Ifabel,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Walter 
the  fecond  earl,  is  faid  to  have  brought  it  in  marriage  about  the  year  1097,  to 
Richard  de  Grenville,  from  whom  there  has  been  an  uninterrupted  line  of  male 
fucceflion,  through  twenty  generations,  to  the  prefent  proprietor,  the  Marquis  of 
Buckingham. 

Wotton-houfe  has  been  from  time  immemorial  the  feat  of  the  Grenvilles.  The 
prefent  manfion  was  built  in  1705,  after  the  model  of  Buckingham-houfe  j the 
flaircafe  and  faloon  were  painted  by  Sir  James  Thornhill,  who  was  paid  ioool. 
a year  during  three  years,  for  his  profefftonal  labours  at  Wotton.  This  manfion 
was  the  principal  and  favourite  refidence  of  the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville, 
firft  lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty : it  is  now  the  occafional  refidence  of  Lord  Tem- 
ple, the  Marquis  of  Buckingham’s  eldeft  fon. 

Burwells  manor,  in  Wotton,  which  had  in  ancient  times  belonged  to  the  Gren- 
ville family,  was  given  by  Sir  Robert  Dormer  to  Richard  Grenville  efq.  in  ex- 
change for  the  manor  of  Afcot  in  Wing *. 

The  parifh  church  of  Wotton  has  been  lately  repaired,  and  a new  ftone~  fpire 
built  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  In  the  Grenville  chapel  or  fouth  aille,  which 
was  originally  built,  in  1343,  by  William  Grenville  and  Mary  his  wife,  a large 
« columbarium  has  been  lately  erefled  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  for  the  inter- 
ment of  his  family.  The  ancient  monuments  of  the  Grenvilles  have  been  replaced 
and  reftored,  fome  memorials  of  later  date  added^  and  the  arms  of  the  family 
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and  its  alliances  emblazoned  under  the  fuperintendance  of  Francis  Townfend  efq. 
Windfor  Herald.  The  windows  alfo  have  been  ornamented  with  the  arms  and 
quarterings  of  the  families  of  Grenville,  Temple,  and  Chandos,  executed  in 
flained  glafs  by  Eginton.  The  redory  of  Wotton,  which  had  been  appro- 
priated to  the  priory  of  St.  Bartholomew,  was  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The  parifli  of  Wotton  has  been  inclofed  by 
an  ad  of  Parliament,  paffed  in  1742,  when  an  allotment  of  land  in  the  neighbouring 
parifh  of  Brill,  was,  in  confequence  of  an  exchange  which  took  place  under  the 
ad,  given  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury  in  lieu  of  the  great  tithes.  In  confequence 
of  a liberal  donation  for  the  augmentation  of  the  curacy,  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, under  the  powers  of  Queen  Anne’s  bounty  ad,  has  lately  conveyed  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  donative  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham. 

Woughton,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  four  miles  and 
a half  fouth  of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor 
was  anciently  in  the  family  of  Verley,  from  whom  it  paffed  by  heirs  female,  to  the 
Muxons,  Botetorts,  Greys,  and  Longuevilles.  A third  part  of  the  manor  continued 
for  fome  time  in  the  laft-mentioned  family,  and  having  been  fold  with  Wolverton 
by  Sir  Edward  Longueville,  is  now  veiled  in  Dr.  Radcliffe’s  truftees.  The  other 
two  parts  paffed  to  the  families  of  Vavafor,  Nicholls,  and  Troutbeck ; they  are 
now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dreyer,  who  is  patron  and  incumbent  of  the* 
redory.  The  parifli  has  been  inclofed  by  an  ad  of  parliament,  paffed  in  1768, 
when  an  allotment  of  land  was  afligned  to  the  redor  in  lieu  of  tithes : it  was 
provided  by  the  ad  that  the  proprietors  of  the  inclofed  lands  fliould  deliver  yearly  to 
the  poor  a certain  number  of  faggots  (to  be  determined  by  the  commiflioners)  in 
lieu  of  their  right  to  cut  furze  on  the  wafte  lands.  In  the  church  are  fome 
memorials  of  the  family  of  James. 

High,  or  Chipping-Wycombe,  a large  market  town,  29  miles  from  London, 
on  the  road  to  Oxford,  lies  within  the  hundred  of  Defborough,  and  in  the  deanery 
to  which  it  gives  name.  The  market,  which  is  on  Fridays,  has  been  held  from 
time  immemorial : it  is  a great  mart  for  corn  and  other  articles.  There  is  only 
one  annual  fair,  the  Monday  before  Michaelmas.  The  town,  which  is  much  the 
handfomeft  in  the  county,  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  a fmall  river,  which  rifes  at 
Weft- Wycombe,  and  in  its  coi^rfe  through  this  parifli,  turns  feveral  corn  and  paper 
mills.  High-Wycombe  has  fent  members  to  parliament  fince  the  year  1300;  the 
right  of  eledion  is  veiled  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  burgeffes,  the 
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number  of  which  at  prefent  is  about  180.  Edmund  Waller,  the  poet,  was  one  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  this  borough  in  1625  : the  brave  Sir  Edmund  Verney,  King 
Charles’s  ftandard  bearer,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Edghill,  was  elefted  in  the 
parliaments  of  1639  and  1640  : Thomas  Scott  the  regicide,  w'as  one  of  the  re* 
prefentatives  during  the  proteftorate  of  Cromwell.  The  town  appears  to  have 
been  firfh  incorporated  in  1461,  but  the  mayor  and  aldermen  are  mentioned  in  a 
record  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III. : the  earlieft  charter  now  exifting  among  the 
records  of  the  corporation,  bears  date  1586.  The  corporation  confifts  of  a mayor, 
twelve  aldermen,  a recorder,  and  other  officers  ; the  office  of  High  Steward  was 
annulled  by  the  charter  of  King  Charles  II.  but  has  fince  that  time  by  virtue  of  former 
charters  been  held  by  the  Earl  of  Bridgwater,  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Wharton.  The  town-hall  (fituated  in  the  High-ftreet)  is  a brick  ftruc- 
ture  on  hone  pillars,  built  in  1 757  at  the  expence  of  John  Earl  of  Shelburne  : in 
this  hall  are  held  the  feffions  for  the  town  and  other  public  meetings.  The  affizes 
for  the  county  were  held  at  High- Wycombe  eleven  times  between  the  years  1683 
and  1712.  By  the  returns  made  to  parliament  under  the  population  aft  in 
1801,  it  appears  that  the  town  of  High-Wycombe  then  contained  458  houfes  and 
2349  inhabitants  ; of  thefe  1088  were  males  and  1261  females:  58  perfons  only 
are  defcribed  as  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  and  386  in  trade,  manufaftures, 
and  handicraft.  The  whole  number  of  houfes  in  the  town  and  parifh  appear  to 
have  been  836  : the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  4248  : the  proportion  of  males 
1943  ; of  females  2305  ; the  number  of  perfons  employed  chiefly  in  agriculture 
282,  of  thofe  employed  in  trade,  manufafture,  and  handicraft  724. 

The  only  hiftorical  faft  which  has  occurred  relating  to  this  town  is  a fuccefsful 
attack  made  by  Prince  Rupert  on  the  parliamentary  quarters  at  Wycombe  in  1643, 
foon  after  the  battle  of  Reading  k. 

The  manor  of  Pligh-Wycombe  was  the  property  of  Robert  D’Oyley  one  of  the 
followers  of  William  the  Conqueror,  who  acquired  it  by  marriage  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  Wigod  de  Wallingford.  Robert  Doyley’s  daughter  and  heir  married  Milo 
Crifpin  and  afterwards  Brien  Fitzcount.  She  and  her  fecond  hufband  having  both 
affumed  the  habit  of  religion,  the  King  (Henry  II.)  took  poffeffion  of  their  eftates, 
and  gave  this  manor  to  his  natural  fon  Geoffrey  Archbilhop  of  York.  In  1203, 
the  greater  part  of  the  manor  which  afterwards  acquired  the  name  of  Baffetfbury, 
was  granted  to  Alan  Baffet,  Lord  Baffet  of  Wycombe,  from  whofe  family  it  paffed 
by  a female  heir  to  the  Defpencers,  and  in  1326  reverted  to  the  crown  by  attainder. 
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In  1332  it  was  granted  to  William  de  Bohun1,  and  on  a partition  of  the  inherit- 
ance of  that  noble  family  in  1421,  became  again  veiled  in  the  crown.  King  Ed- 
ward IV.  gave  it  in  1479  to  the  church  of  Windfor.  The  leafe  of  this  manor 
became  veiled  in  the  Dalhwoods  about  the  beginning  of  the  lafb  century  : the  pre- 
fent  leflee  is  Sir  John  Dalhwood  King  bart. 

Robert  Vipont,  to  whom  a part  of  the  manor  of  Wycombe  was  granted  by 
King  John,  gave  it  to  the  Knights-Templars.  This  eflate,  now  the  manor  of 
Temple-Wycombe,  upon  the  abolition  of  that  order,  was  given  with  moll  of  their 
polfelTions  to  the  Knights-Hofpitallers.  After  the  reformation  it  was  granted  (in 
1552)  to  John  Cock.  This  manor,  the  manor  of  Loakes  (which,  in  1483,  had  been 
the  property  of  Robert  Bardfey,)  and  the  manor  of  Windfors  or  Chapel  fee,  which 
had  been  in  the  Windfors  and  afterwards  in  the  family  of  Welles,  were  purchafed  by 
the  Archdales  in  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century,  and  having  continued  in  that 
family  till  the  year  1 700  were  fold  by  Thomas  Archdale  efq.  to  Henry  Petty,  Lord 
Shelburne  (afterwards  Earl  of  Shelburne,)  who  bequeathed  all  his  ellates  to  his 
nephew  John  Fitzmaurice  efq.  created  Earl  of  Shelburne  in  1753,  and  Baron  of 
Chipping- Wycombe  in  1760.  His  fon,  who  was  in  1784  created  Earl  Wycombe 
of  Chipping-Wycombe  and  Marquis  of  Lanfdown,  fold  thefe  manors  by  au&ion 
in  lots,  which  were  foon  afterwards  (about  the  year  1795)  all  purchafed  by  the 
prefent  proprietor  Lord  Carrington. 

The  manor  houfe  of  Loakes,  which  is  fituated  near  the  town,  was  formerly  the  feat 
of  the  Archdales  : it  was  confiderably  enlarged  and  improved  by  Lord  Shelburne  : 
the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  bellowed  much  coft  in  laying  out  the  gardens  and  pleafure 
grounds.  The  houfe  has  been  almoll  wholly  rebuilt  by  the  prefent  noble  owner 
in  the  Gothic  flyle  from  the  defigns  of  Mr.  Wyatt : it  is  now  called  Wycombe- 
Abbey.  The  fmall  river  which  paffes  through  this  parilh  runs  through  the  plea- 
fure grounds  to  which  it  is  a great  ornament. 

The  parilh  church  is  faid  by  Mr.  Langley  in  his  hiftory  of  the  hundred  of  Def- 
borough  to  have  been  built  in  1273  : in  the  appendix  he  quotes  the  authority  of 
Wharton’s  Anglia  Sacra  for  its  having  been  built  and  dedicated  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  II.  The  prefent  fabric  is  certainly  of  a much  later  date  than  either  of  thofe 
periods.  Mr.  Langley  fays  that  the  tower  was  built  in  1522;  and  ornamented  with  pinna- 
cles at  the  expence  of  John  Earl  of  Shelburne  about  the  year  1755.  Between  the  aide 
of  the  church  and  the  chancel  is  an  ancient  oak  fcreen,  which  by  an  infcription  on 
the  north  fide  appears  to  have  been  put  up  in  1460  at  the  expence  of  the  family  of 
Redhode,  or  Redhead.  William  Redhead  the  fon  was  mayor  of  Wycombe  in  1476. 
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The  altar  piece  painted  by  Mortimer  reprefents  St.  Paul  converting  the  Druids:  it 
was  given  to  the  church  by  Dr.  Bates  of  Little  Miffenden.  In  the  chancel  is  the 
monument  of  Henry  Petty,  Earl  of  Shelburne,  who  died  in  1751,  by  Scheemakers, 
ere&ed  at  the  expence  of  2000I.  bequeathed  by  him  for  that  purpofe.  The 
effigies  of  the  deceafed  is  reprefented  lying  on  a farcophagus  of  black  marble 
ornamented  with  feveral  emblematical  figures  and  a medallion  of  the  celebrated  Sir 
William  Petty,  the  earl’s  father.  In  the  fouth  aifie  is  a very  handfome  monument 
for  Sophia  Countefs  of  Shelburne  (firft  wife  of  the  late  Marquis)  who  died  in 
177 1,  with  a female  figure  reclining  on  an  urn,  by  Carlini.  There  are  memorials 
in  the  church  for  the  families  of  Archdale,  Lluelyn,  Shrimpton,  and  Bradffiaw. 
William  Bradlhaw,  who  died  in  1614,  was  103  years  of  age.  In  the  church- 
yard is  the  tomb  of  Robert  Williams  the  late  fexton,  who  died  in  1793  at  the 
age  of  io2. 

The  reftory  of  High-Wycombe,  which  was  formerly  appropriated  to  the  priory 
of  Godllow,  is  now  the  property  of  Samuel  Welles  efq.  in  whofe  family  it  has  been 
for  feveral  years.  Lord  Carrington  is  patron  of  the  vicarage,  the  advowfon  of 
which  had  belonged  to  the  Archdales  and  to  the  Shelburne  family.  Dr.  Gumble 
who  wrote  the  life  of  General  Monk,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  affilled  him  in  con- 
certing the  meafures  which  led  to  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  was  vicar  of 
High-Wycombe. 

The  principal  hamlets  in  this  parilh  are  the  Marjh , Flackwcll- heath , and  Loud- 
water.  At  the  latter  is  a chapel  of  eafe,  founded  by  Mr.  Davis  in  1791,  and  en- 
dowed with  lands  of  the  value  of  40I.  per  annum. 

High-Wycombe  is  at  prefent  the  refidence  of  the  fenior  department  of  the  Royal 
Military  College,  eftablifhed  in  the  year  1799,  under  the  fuperintendance  of 
Major-General  Le  Marchant,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  to  whom  the  nation 
is  indebted  for  the  firft  fuggeftion  of  this  very  ufeful  and  laudable  inftitution. 
The  eftablifhment  is  divided  into  two  departments,  one  of  which,  called  the  firft, 
or  fenior  department,  has  hitherto  been  placed  at  High-Wycombe  ; the  other, 
being  the  fecond,  or  junior  department,  at  Great-Marlow ; but  it  is  intended  to 
remove  both,  when  the  building  about  to  be  erected  for  their  reception  at  Sand- 
hurft,  in  Berldhire,  fhall  be  completed.  This  inftitution  embraces  a complete 
fyftem  of  military  education ; the  junior  department  is  intended  for  the  education 
of  young  perfons,  deftined  for  the  military  profeffion,  from  the  age  of  thirteen  : the 
fons  of  thofe  meritorious  officers,  either  in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  who  have  fallen 
or  been  difabled  in  the  fervice  of  their  country,  and  have  left  their  families  in  need 
of  pecuniary  fupport  j and  the  fons  of  all  fubaltern  officers  ferving  in  the  army, 
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are  boarded,  educated  and  fupplied  with  clothing  free  of  expence : the  fons  of 
Captains  and  other  officers  are  paid  for  according  to  their  fathers’  rank  ; the  fons 
of  Noblemen  and  gentlemen,  young  perfons  intended  for  the  engineer  or  artillery 
fervice,  and  cadets  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  pay  ninety  guineas 
per  annuvi  for  their  education,  boarding,  and  clothing. 

The  firft,  or  fenior  department  of  the  college,  which  is  placed  at  High-Wycombe, 
is  intended  exclufively  for  the  inftrudlion  of  fuch  officers  as  are  defirous  of  quali- 
fying themfelves  to  ferve  in  the  general  ftaff,  and  it  is  necelfary,  that  previoufly 
to  their  admiffion  they  fhall  have  ferved  four  years  with  their  regiment,  and 
be  thoroughly  converfant  with  the  interior  care  of  a company,  and  their  duty  in 
the  field  m. 

There  was  formerly  a hofpital  for  lepers  in  this  town  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret 
and  St.  Giles,  which  was  founded  before  the  year  1229.  Another  hofpital  dedi- 
cated to  St.  John  the  Baptift  appears  to  have  been  founded  before  1235  : a record  of 
the  year  1344  fpeaks  of  it  as  in  the  patronage  of  the  mayor  and  burgefles  : it  was 
granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  corporation,  and  the  lands  are  now  applied  to 
the  maintenance  of  a hofpital  for  poor  people  and  a grammar  fchool.  Mr.  Bowden, 
who  died  in  1790,  gave  the  fum  of  1000I.  to  be  laid  out  in  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  paying  30I.  per  annum , in  addition  to  the  falary  of  the  mailer,  who  receives 
the  fame  fum  from  the  hofpital  eltate  and  has  a houfe  and  garden  with  an  orchard 
of  two  acres.  The  remainder  of  the  produce  of  Mr.  Bowden’s  donation  is  to  be 
given  to  the  poor  of  the  hofpital,  in  which  there  are  now  eight  poor  widows  who 
receive  2s.  a week  each  from  the  hofpital  chamberlain. 

The  learned  William  Alley,  one  of  the  tranllators  of  the  Bible,  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  who  was  promoted  to  the  bilhopric  of  Exeter  in  1560  and  died  in 
1570,  was  a native  of  this  town.  Charles  Butler,  author  of  a treatife  on  Rhetorick, 
and  the  Female  Monarchy,  or  a treatife  on  bees,  was  alfo  a native  of  Eligh- Wycombe. 

West-Wycombe,  in  the  hundred  of  Defborough  and  deanery  of  Wycombe, 
lies  about  two  miles  from  Eligh-Wycombe  on  the  road  to  Oxford  : it  was  anciently 
called  Elaveringdon,  or  Haningdon.  The  manor  was  from  ancient  times  in  the 
fee  of  Winchefter,  and  its  profits  were  allotted  for  the  fupport  of  the  monks  of 
that  convent.  Bifhop  Poynet  having  furrendered  this  manor  to  the  crown  in  ex- 
change, it  was  given  by  King  Edward  VI.  to  the  Prote&or  Somerfet : Queen 
Mary  reflored  it  to  the  fee  of  Winchefter  ; but  on  the  deprivation  of  Bilhop  White, 
it  was  refuined  by  the  crown,  and  given  in  1602  to  Sir  Robert  Dormer,  whofe 
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family  had  long  been  tenants  to  the  bilhops  of  Winchefter,  and  had  redded  at  Welt- 
Wycombe,  before  they  became  poffelTed  of  the  manors  of  Wing  and  Ethorp. 
Charles  Dormer,  the  laft  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  fold  this  manor  in  1670,  together 
with  the  park,  called  Widenden  Park,  in  Weft-Wycombe,  to  Thomas  Lewes, 
Alderman  of  London,  who,  in  1698,  conveyed  it  to  his  brothers-in-law,  Sir 
Samuel  Dafnwood,  and  Francis  Dalhwood  efq.  : it  foon  afterwards  became  veiled 
folely  in  the  latter,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1707.  His  fon  Sir  Francis,  in 
1763,  became,  in  right  of  his  mother,  Baron  Le  Defpencer  : on  his  deceafe  in 
1781,  the  baronetage  and  manor  of  Weft-Wycombe,  defcended  to  his  half-brother^ 
Sir  John  Dalhwood  King,  whofe  fon  and  namefake  is  the  prefent  proprietor.  Copy- 
hold  lands  in  this  manor  defcend  to  the  eldeft  male,  or  in  default  of  males,  to  the 
eldeft  female  heir,  being  never  divided  among  coheirelfes.  The  wife  of  a copy- 
holder  has  a right  to  enjoy  her  hufband’s  lands  fo  long  as  Ihe  preferves  a pure  and 
chalte  widowhood. 

Well  Wycombe  houfe,  the  feat  of  Sir  John  Dalhwood  King,  which  was  built  by 
Sir  Francis  Dalhwood,  was  much  enlarged,  and  finilhed  with  a profufion  of  ornaments 
by  his  fon,  Lord  Le  Defpencer.  It  contains  a large  colle&ion  of  pictures,  moil  of 
which  are  copies  from  the  old  mailers  : there  are  feveral  copies  alfo  of  antique 
flatues.  The  gardens,  which  were  deligned  by  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  a beautiful  fituation,  and  their  difpofition  did  credit  to  the  talte  of  their 
noble  owner ; but  they  are  too  much  crowded  with  temples,  flatues,  and  vafes : 
many  of  thefe  have  been  of  late  removed,  and  the  grounds  have  been  improved  by 
Repton.  The  fmall  river  which  rifes  in  this  parilh,  winds  through  the  park  and 
gardens,  and  fupplies  a lake  which  was  defigned  by  Lord.Le  Defpencer. 

The  manor  of  Toweridge,  in  this  parilh,  was  from  time  immemorial,  till  within 
a few  years,  the  property  and  feat  of  the  Darrells.  Thomas  Darrell  efq.  the  laft 
heir  male  of  the  family,  was  fheriff  of  the  county  of  Buckingham  in  1771,  but 
falling  intp  misfortunes,  he  died  in  great  poverty.  The  manor  was  purchafed  not 
long  after  his  death  (in  1794)  by  Sir  John  Dalhwood  King. 

The  parilh  church  hands  on  the  fummit  of  a fteep  hill,  at  a fmall  diftance 
from  the  village,  within  the  fite  of  an  ancient  circular  entrenchment.  It  was  re- 
built in  1763,  (excepting  the  tower  and  chancel,  which  are  part  of  a more  ancient 
ftru&ure,)  by  Lord  Le  Defpencer,  who  fitted  it  up  in  the  Grecian  hyle  : the  ceil- 
ing is  painted  with  mofaic  ornaments.  There  are  fixed  forms  in  lieu  of  pews;  two  arm 
chairs  of  mahogany,  with  fmall  defks  in  front,  ferve  for  the  pulpit  and  reading  defk. 
In  the  chancel  are  monuments  of  Sir  Francis  Dalhwood,  and  one  of  the  Darrell 
family.  Near  the  eah  end  of  the  church  is  an  hexagonal  building,  without  a roof, 
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• erected  by  Lord  Le  Defpencer.  One  fide  of  this  building  is  infcribed  to  the  memory  of 
John  Earl  of  Weftmorland ; another  to  George  Doddington,  Baron  of  Melcombe- 
Regis,  whofe  legacy  to  Lord  Le  Defpencer  for  the  purpofe  of  erefting  a monument 
■to  his  memory,  was  the  caufe  of  his  lordlhip’s  building  this  fingular  maufoleum. 
Withinfide  are  feveral  receflfes  for  monuments,  and  fmall  niches  for  the  reception  of 
urns  and  bulls.  The  only  monuments  as  yet  put  up  within  this  maufoleum,  are  thofe 
of  Lady  Mary  Fane,  and  Mary  King,  fecond  and  third  wives  of  Sir  Francis  Dafli- 
vvood  bart.  Sarah  Baronefs  Le  Defpencer,  who  died  in  1769,  and  her  hufband. 
Lord  Le  Defpencer  the  founder,  who  died  in  1781.  In  one  of  the  recedes  is  the 
bull  of  Thomas  Thompfon  M.  D.  to  whom  Whitehead  addrefled  the  poetical 
epillle,  printed  in  his  works,  and  in  another  a fmall  urn,  containing  the  heart  of 
Paul  Whitehead,  the  poet,  who  bequeathed  it  as  a legacy  to  his  noble  friend,  Lord 
Le  Defpencer.  It  was  depofited  in  the  maufoleum  with  much  folemnity,  on  the 
1 6th  of  Augull  1775,  feveral  months  after  Mr.  Whitehead’s  death  ; the  urn  is 
thus  infcribed : 

“ Paul  Whitehead  efq.  of  Twickenham,  Obiit  Decemb.  30,  1774. 

ct  Unhallowed  hands  this  urn  forbear ; 

No  gems  nor  orient  fpoil 

Lie  here  conceal’d,  but  what’s  more  rare, 

A heart  that  knew  no  guile.” 

The  reftory  of  Wefl-Wycombe  was  appropriated  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
Bilham,  under  whom  it  was  held  on  leafe  for  many  years  by  the  family  of  Eaft, 
who  were  afterwards  tenants  under  the  crown.  There  are  fome  ancient  memorials 
for  this  family  on  brafs  plates  in  the  church  : Hugh  Eaft  died  at  the  age  of  103, 
as  appears  by  the  parilh  regifter.  King  James,  in  1607  granted  the  reftory  of 
Weft-Wycombe  in  fee  to  the  Anderfons : it  was  afterwards  in  the  Dormers,  from 
whom  it  palled  with  the  manor  to  Alderman  Lewes,  and  the  Dalhwoods.  The 
vicarage  was  in  the  gift  of  the  crown  till  1723,  when  the  Dalhwoods  procured  a 
grant  of  the  advowfon  in  exchange:  Sir  John  Dalhwood  King  is  the  prefent 
patron.  The  vicarage  has  been  augmented  by  Queen  Anne’s  bounty : the  vicarage 
houfe  was  rebuilt  with  flint,  in  the  Italian  ftyle,  by  Lord  Le  Defpencer. 

Wyllien,  in  the  hundred  and  deanery  of  Newport,  lies  about  a mile  and  a 
half  fouth  of  Newport-Pagnell,  on  the  road  to  Fenny-Stratford.  The  manor  was 
anciently  in  the  Paganells  : in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it  belonged  to  the  Hanchets, 
afterwards  to  the  families  of  White  and  Nicholls.  In  1 657  this  manor  was  pur- 
chafed  by  Colonel  Hammond,  who  had  the  cuftody  of  King  Charles  I.  in  the  Ille 
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of  Wight : his  daughter,  in  1673  fold  it  to  Dr.  Bufby,  the  celebrated  matter  of 
Weftminfter  fchool,  who  bequeathed  it  in  truft  for  charitable  ufes. 

The  parifh  church,  a fmall  brick  edifice,  was  built  in  1680,  at  the  expence  of 
Dr.  Bufby,  who  gave  a library  for  the  vicar,  and  endowed  the  vicarage  with  the 
great  tithes,  which  had  been  formerly  appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Tickford.  He 
appointed  22  leftures  on  the  catechifm  to  be  preached  annually  in  this  church, 
and  vetted  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  in  truftees,  directing  that  they  fhould 
nominate  from  time  to  time  a ftudent  of  Chritt  Church  College,  in  Oxford,  who 
had  been  educated  at  Weftmintter  fchool. 

Wyrardisbury,  in  the  hundred  of  Stoke  and  deanery  of  Burnham,  is  fituated 
near  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Colnbrook. 

The  manor  belonged  to  the  priory  of  - Ankerwyke,  in  this  parifh,  which  was 
founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  for  Benedi&ine  nuns,  by  Gilbert  de  Montfichet, 
and  his  fon  Richard,  in  honour  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  In  1538,  this  priory, 
with  the  eftates  belonging  to  it,  being  then  valued  at  132k  os.  2d  .per  annum , was 
given  to  Bilham  Abbey,  and  after  the  diffolution  of  that  monaftery  in  1540,  was 
granted  to  Lord  Windfor.  Having  foon  afterwards  reverted  to  the  crown  by  an 
exchange,  the  priory  was  given  by  King  Edward  VI.  in  1550,  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
the  celebrated  ftatefman,  who  refided  at  Ankerwyke.  John  Taylor,  the  deprived 
bifhop  of  Lincoln,  died  under  his  roof  at  this  place  in  1553.  Ankerwyke  priory 
was  afterwards  for  many  years  the  feat  of  the  Salter  family,  of  whom  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  Lees.  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Lee  efq.  of  Ankerwyke, 
was  the  fecond  wife  of  Sir  Philip  Harcourt,  anceftor  of  the  prefent  proprietor, 
John  Simon  Harcourt  efq.  of  whom  Ankerwyke-houfe  is  rented  by  Mr.  Cricket  of 
the  Commons  : it  was  fometime  ago  in  the  occupation  of  Lord  Shuldham.  There 
are  no  remains  of  the  conventual  buildings  which  are  defcribed  as  wholly  ruinous 
in  the  report  of  the  commiffioners  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  Soon  after  the  dif- 
folution, a manfion  was  built  on  the  fite,  either  by  Lord  Windfor  or  Sir  Thomas 
Smith  : the  hall  of  this  manfion  ftill  remains.  Near  the  houfe  is  a remarkably 
large  yew-tree,  which,  at  fix  feet  from  the  ground,  meafures  30  feet  five  inches  in 
girth n. 

The  manor  of  Wyrardifbury  was  demifed  in  1555,  to  Sir  Walter  Stonor,  and 
in  1574,  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith  : in  1628  it  was  granted  in  fee  to  John  Sharow. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Harcourt,  by  inheritance  from  the  Lees,  who  puvchafed 

n The  girth  at  the  bottom  of  the  butt  is  23  feet  3 inches,  in  the  middle  28  feet  4 inches.  From 
the  information  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  reftor  of  Horton. 
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the  fite  of  Ankerwyke  Priory,  and  it  is  probable  the  manor  of  Wyrardifbury  alfcg 
of  the  Salters.  v 

In  the  parifh  church  are  fome  monuments  of  the  Harcourt  family,  and  of  Thomas 
Wright  efq.  and  Thomas  Gill  efq.  aldermen  of  London,  partners  in  a very  ex- 
tenfive  bufinefs  as  flationers,  who  died  within  a fortnight  of  each  other,  in  the 
year  1798. 

The  reftorial  manor,  impropriate  tithes,  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  were 
given  by  King  Edward  III.  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windfor. 

The  parifh  has  been  inclofed  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  patted  in  the  year  1799. 
No  mention  is  made  in  the  aft  of  any  allotment  for  tithes.  There  are  allotments 
for  cottage  rights,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  for  right  of  foil ; and  willow  plan- 
tations for  the  copyholders,  to  be  held  in  feveralty  by  copy  of  court-roll.  A parcel 
of  the  watte  was  allotted  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  a fair  on  the  Friday  in  Whitfun- 
week,  purfuant  to  ancient  cuftom. 

A manor  in  this  parifh,  which  had  been  feized  by  the  crown  during  the  minority 
of  Ralph  de  Plaiz,  was  granted  for  life  to  John  Fray,  who  was  appointed  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer  in  1436  °:  it  appears  to  have  been  afterwards  given  to  Eton. 
College  p. 

p Rot.  Pari.  r Ibid. 
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P16  and  (So.  Godfrey  Thornton  efq.  died  in  November  1805. 

® P-39-  It  appears  that  Col.  Okey  was  not  only  an  inhabitant  of  this 

county,  but  that  he  poffeffed  fo  much  influence  in  it  as  to  have  been  appointed 
Cujios  Rotulorum , in  which  office  he  was  fucceeded  by  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  on  the 
6th  of  March  1660.  See  Mercurius  Politicus,  publifhed  by  order  of  parliament, 
March  1 — 8,  1660. 

P.  4c,  41.  Ads  of  parliament  for  inclofmg  the  parifhes  of  A-rlefey  and  Aflwick, 
paffed  in  1804,  after  thefe  pages  were  printed  off.  John  Jackfon  efq.  who  appears 
to  have  made  a recent  purchafe,  is  defcribed  in  the  ads  as  lord  of  the  manor 
of  both  parifhes,  and  impropriator  of  Arlefey  ; allotments  of  land  were  affigned  in 
lieu  of  tithes. 

P.  92.  The  Bedfordfhire  branch  of  the  Cockayne  family  became  extind  by  the 
death  of  Samuel  Cockayne  efq.  in  1 746.  A periodical  paper a of  that  date  affirms 
that  the  reprefentative  of  the  family  at  that  time  was  George,  Count  Cockayne, 
an  officer  in  the  Polifh  fervice,  grandfon  of  Scipio  Cockayne  of  Shengay,  in  Cam- 
bridgeflrire Lord  Cullen  is  faid  to  be  defeended  from  a younger  branch  of  the 
family.  By  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Cockayne  Cuff,  which  happened  in  the 
month  of  February  1804,  the  manor  of  Cockayne-Hatley  has  devolved  on  her 
nephew  Lord  Brownlow,  who  makes  it  his  occafional  refidence. 

P.  108.  Archbifhop  Rotheram,  by  his  will  bearing  date  1498,  (printed  in 
Hearne’s  Lib.  Niger  Scacc.  vol.  2.  p.  667,  fecond  edition,)  gave  the  manors  of 
Someries,  Luton  aim  Hum! redo  and  Houghton,  Ac.  .to  Sir  Thomas  Rotheram,  his 
brother’s  eldeft  fon  in  tail  male. 

P.  113.  It  appears  by  Archbifhop  Rotheram’s  will  above-mentioned,  that  his 
mother  and  brother  were  interred  in  Luton  Church. 

P.  1 16.  The  manor,  or  reputed  manor  of  Howe,  in  the  parifli  of  Mepperfhall, 
being  now  the  property  of  Col.  Oiborn,  was  advertifed  for  fale  in  the  month  of 
April  1805,  but  is  as  yet  unfold. 

P.  137,  I.3.  for  John  read  Laurence.  The  manor  of  Sharpenhoe,  as  being 
late  the  eflate  of  Laurence  Smyth,  Clerk,  deceafed,  has  been  lately  advertifed  for 
fale  under  a decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery. 


1 The  Daily  Advertifer. 
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P.  137,  and  138.  The  advowfon  of  Stretly  and  the  manor  of  Sundon  were 
fold  in  1802  to  Robert  Hopkins  efq.  of  Tidmarih  in  Berkfhire. 

P.  155.  Richard  Archer  died  feifed  of  the  manor  of  Hoe  only  as  tenant  by 
the  courtefy  : the  fee  was  in  the  family'of  Lucy,  who  held  it  of  the  Todenhams  as  of 
their  part  of  the  barony  of  Bedford.  The  Lucys  had  alfo  a manor  in  Carleton* 
which  had  belonged  to  the  Pabenhams,  and  a manor  in  Ravenfdon  formerly  be- 
longing to  the  Trallys  and  held  under  the  Mowbray  family  b. 


BERKSHIRE. 

P.  1 8 1.  There  is  fome  inaccuracy  in  the  account  of  the  Loveden  family  in 
this  page,  which  will  be  found  corrected  in  p.  255. 

P.  184.  To  the  feats  mentioned  in  this  page  add  Benhams  in  Letcombe-Regis, 
the  feat  of  Thomas  Goodlake  efq. 

P.  185.  Mrs.  Goodlake  has  left  Ham-houfe. 

— Hungerford-park,  the  feat  of  John  Willes  efq-.  is  accidentally  omitted 

in  this  page  : an  account  of  it  will  be  found  in  p.  296. 

P.  201,  note.  Dr.  Beeke’s  paper  is  printed  in  vol,  xv.  of  the  Archseolo- 
gia,  P.  179. 

P.  213.  In  the  hall  window  at  Ockholt-houfe  are  the  arms  of  England,  with 
antelopes  as  fupporters,  which  circumftance  renders  it  probable  that  it  was  built  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  antelopes  having  been  ufed  as  fupporters  only  by  that 
monarch. 

P.  251,  and  444.  By  the  death  of  Mrs.  Crewe,  the  manors  of  Brimoton  and 
Wolhampton  have  devolved  to  her  fon-in-law  Lord  Falmouth. 

P.  263.  On  the  Patent  Roll  of  the  13th  of  Edward  II.  is  a grant  to  John  the 
hermit  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Leonard  of  Loffeld,  in  Windfor  Foreft,  to  inclofe  fome 
land,  parcel  of  the  foreft c.  It  is  extremely  probable  that  this  chapel  gave  name  to 
St.  Leonard’s  hill  in  the  pariih  of  Clewer,  and  what  adds  ftrength  to  the  conje&ure 
is  that  the  feat  of  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet  was  formerly  called  the  Hermitage. 
That  accomplifhed  lady  (when  Countefs  of  Hertford)  dates  feveral  of  her  letters  d, 
which  are  in  print,  from  the  Hermitage  on  St.  Leonard’s-hill. 

P.  267.  Pigmy’s-Green  is  no  doubt  a corruption  of  Pinkney’s-Green.  See 
p.  266. 

P.  270.  Mr.  Richmond  Webb’s  eftate  has  been  lately  purchafed  by  the  Earl 
of  Radnor. 

* See  Efch.  n Edward  IV.  c Pat.  13  Edw.  II.  5. 

d Written  in  the  years  17375  1738.,  and  1739. 
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P.  284.  The  manor  of  Ead-Hagbourn  was  purchafed  of  the  Knolles  family  by 
Lord  Craven’s  ancedor  in  1630.  The  Rev.  I.  Scoolt  died  in  Nov.  1805. 

P.  285.  Southill,  the  feat  of  Sir  Stephen  Lulhington  (in  the  parifh  of  Ead- 
Hampfled)  was  purchafed  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Bouverie  in  1787  : it  has  of  late 
years  paffed  through  feveral  hands,  and  was  for  fome  time  the  property  and  feat  of 
the  brave  Earl  Howe. 

P.  291.  The  advowfon  of  Hatford  has,  by  a late  purchafe,  become  the 
property  of  Thomas  Lewis  efq. 

P.  294.  See  alfo  p.  185,  and  314.  By  the  death  of  the  Rev.  I.  Loder,  that 
family  is  become  extinCt  in  the  male  line:  his  edates  devolve  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Symonds,  who  married  his  only  daughter. 

P.  308.  The  manor  of  Lambourn  was  purchafed  by  the  Craven  family  in  1625. 
The  manors  of.  Blagrove,  Edbury,  Bockhampton,  Granfones,  Hadley,  and  Pluk- 
net,  all  in  Berklhire,  and  apparently  in  the  parifh  of  Lambourn,  were  included 
in  the  purchafe. 

P.  313.  Giraline  de  Curzon,  Lord  of  the  manor  of  Lockinge,  in  Berk- 
{hire,  is  the  firft  of  the  family  of  Curzon  on  record,  as  dated  in  the  peerages  : 
he  was  a great  benefactor  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of  Abingdon. 

P.  314.  In  the  aft  of  parliament  which  paffed  in  1804  for  inclofmg  the  town- 
drip  or  hamlet  of  Charney,  James  Crowdy,  Thomas  Price  Belcher,  Daniel  Giles, 
and  William  Binder  gent,  (who  purchafed  of  Mr.  Keck),  are  dated  to  be  lords  of 
the  manor  : the  lands  were  not  exonerated  from  tithes. 

P.  315.  The  manor  of  Garford  belonged  to  the  family  of  Aldworth  in  1545; 
it  was  fold  to  William  Box  in  1664.  Lord  Craven’s  ancedor  purchafed  it  of  the 
Goddards  in  1624. 

P.  342,  1.  8.  for  Prankard,  read  Welldale.  Mr.  Welldale  and  Mrs.  Letitia* 
Prankard  fucceeded  in  edablifhing  a joint  claim  to  the  Knollys  edates : on  a 
dividon,  the  Berkfhire  edates  became  the  property  of  Mr.  Welldale. 

P..  336.  The  paffage  beginning,  “ The  gate-way  of  the  abbey,”  line  18, 
fhould  run  thus.  “ The  gate-houfe  of  the  abbey  is  not  of  very  antient  date,  but 
the  gate-way,  the  arches  of  which  are  circular,  is  probably  as  ancient  as  the 
foundation  of  the  monadery. 

P.  407.  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Worthington,  his  edates  have  devolved  to  his  fons, 
Thomas  Giles,  and  Charles.  Mr.  Giles  was  not  an  uncle,  but  more  didant 
relation.  See  alfo  p.  167. 

P.  411.  Bowfey-hill,  or  Endalls,  a manor,  or  reputed  manor,  in  the  parilh  of 
Wargrave,  being  then  the  property  of  Mrs.  Edwards,  was  fold  in  1803  to  Mr. 
Edward  Fromont. 

P.  414.  Fig.  1.  in  the  plate  annexed  to  this  page,  reprefents  a feal  appendant 
to  a furrender  from  the  warden  and  college  of  the  free  chapel  of  St.  George  at 

Windfor, 
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Windfor,  to  King  Edward  III.  in  the  30th  year  of  his  reign,  of  the  manor  o'f  Old- 
Windfor,  for  the  life  of  Oliver  de  Burdeux,  by  whom  it  had  been  demifed  to  them 
for  that  term  : it  is  preferved  in  the  Chapter-houfe  at  Weftminfter. 

P.  418.  For  “ Don  Alphonfo,  fon  of  the  King  of  Spain,”  read  Alphonfo  the 
king’s  fon. 

P.  425.  The  monument  of  King  Edward  IV.  is  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar. 
See  an  account  of  it,  p.  210. 

P.  432.  Sir  William  Compton,  anceflor  of  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  was 
ranger  of  the  great  park  at  Windfor,  and  refided  in  the  lodge  there.  The  ranger- 
Ihip  of  Cranborn  Chace  is  become  vacant  by  the  death  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
late  Duke  of  Gloucefter ; a new  appointment  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

P.  435.  Dr.  Fofter,  provoft  of  Eton,  who  publilhed  a learned  diflertation  on 
“ Accent,”  was  a native  of  Windfor,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church-yard,  where 
there  is  a monument  to  his  memory. 

P.  437.  Feme-hill  was  fold  by  auction  in  the  month  of  November  1805  ; the 
purchafer  was  Sir  T.  T.  Metcalfe  bart. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

P.  451,  1.  16.  for  “ who,  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  had  -a  garrifon,”  read 
“ In  the  early  part  of  the  war  the  King  had  a garrifon.” 

P.  472.  For  Sir  John  Aubrey  inherits  “ his  feat  at  Dourton  in  this  county,” 
read  “ eftates  in  this  county.”  See  the  account  of  Dourton,  p.  552. 

P.  493.  Near  the  churches  of  Great  and  Little  Kimble  are  fome  earth-works 
and  a mount.  On  the  hills  in  the  parifh  of  Great  Kimble,  towards  Hampden,  is  a 
deep  intrenchment  of  an  irregular  form  : the  hill  above  Kimble  caftle,  mentioned 
in  p.  493,  was  formerly  called  Belinefbury,  now  Beacon-hill. 

P„  496,  497,  498.  Henry  Brudenellof  AmerFnam,  who  died  about  the  year  1430, 
had  a fon,  Edmund,  who  was  anceftor  of  the  Brudenells  of  Shardeloes  ; his  younger 
fon  Robert  was  anceftor  of  the  Brudenells  of  Stoke-Mandeville.  William  Brudenell, 
brother  of  Henry,  married  the  heirefs  of  a branch  of  the  Bulftrode  family,  and 
inherited  Hedgerley.  (See  p.  577.)  - Edmund  Brudenell,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Raans,  had  an  only  daughter  and  heir  who  married  Richard  Waller  efq.  of  the 
county  of  Kent,  fon  of  Richard  Waller  wrho  took  the  Duke  of  Orleans  prifoner  at 
the  battle  of  Agincourt,  and  anceftor  of  Edmund  Waller  the  poetf.  This  match 
it  is  probable  was  the  occafton  of  the  Wallers  feating  themfelves  at  Colefhiil. 

P.  504.  The  population  of  Buckingham  (2605)  has  inadvertently  been  in- 
inferted  inftead  of  that  of  Aylelbury  (3082).  The  obfervation  connected  with  it  is 
juft,  neverthelefs,  although  the  difference  in  numbers  is  not  fo  ftriking. 

P.  505.  It  was  the  fee- Simple  of  the  prebendal  houfe  and  pleafure-ground  only, 

* Collins’s  Peerage. 
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which  was  purchafed  with  the  manor  by  Mr.  Browne  ; the  greater  part  of  the 
eftate  Hill  continues  to  be  annexed  to  the  Prebend. 

P.  506.  By  the  original  record  referred  to  by  Dugdale,  it  appears  that  both  the 
ancient  hofpitals  fpoken  of  in  this  page  were  of  royal  foundation.  The  record 
which  is  an  inquifition  taken  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the  date  of  the  hofpitals, 
and  by  what  means  they  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  dates  that  they  had  been  both 
founded  by  the  king’s  progenitors  ; the  hofpital  of  St.  John  for  impotent  infirm 
poor,  St.  Leonard’s  for  lepers  or  other  Tick  perfons ; that  fome  lands  in  Wedon- 
Turville  and  Stoke-Mandeville  had  been  appropriated  to  the  hofpital  of  St.  John, 
and  fome  lands  in  Hartwell  to  that  of  St.  Leonard  without  the  king’s  licence  ; 
that  the  buildings  of  both  had  long  fallen  to  decay,  and  the  hofpital  of  St.  Leonard 
had  been  converted  to  fecular  ufes1. 

P.  508.  The  Bennets  of  Bechampton  were  collateral  ancedors  of  the  Earl  of 
Tankerville. 

P.  531.  By  a fine  levied,  36  Hen.  III.  between  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall,  and 
Joan  de  Ferrars,  the  manor  of  Cippenham,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  chapel 
there,  was  limited  to  the  faid  Joan  for  life,  with  remainder,  to  the  Earl  of 
Cornwall  and  his  heirs  5. 

Ibid,  1.  25..  Between  “ Windfor”  ajid  C£  Darrell”  add  Hodenge.  On  a divl- 
fion  of  the  barony  of  Windfor  between  Walter  and  William  Fitz-Other,  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  I.  Walter  had  Burnham,  Beaconsfeld,  and  Eton  : his  daughter  and 
co-heir  married  Ralph  de  Hodenge.  See  p.  50 7 and  p.  560.  Burnham  and  Hun- 
tercombe  appear  to  have  reverted  to  the  Windfor  family  : Sir  Miles  Windfor  died 
feifed  of  thofe  manors,  10  Richard  II. 

P.  ^35,  1.  1.  Inftead  of  ‘ ‘which  pafled,”  read  “ a purparty,  or  fourth  part  of 
which  pafled.” 

P.  542.  Sir  Euftace  Grenville  and  Thomas  de  Haye  who  married  two  co-heirefles 
of  Robert  Darcic,  baron  of  Coggs,  alienated  the  manors  of  Eaft-Claydon,  Bottle- 
Claydon,  and  Shabbington,  to  Walter  de  Grey,  archbifhop  of  York,  who  con- 
veyed them  to  his  brother  Robert,  and  Walter  his  fon.  See  alfo  p.  628  h. 

P.  528,  1.  11.  Richard  Fowler,  the  anceftor  of  this  family,  was  an  eminent 
foldier  in  the  crufades'. 

P.  556.  By  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Wells  and  his  brother  Jofeph  Wells, 
gent,  joint  impropriators,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  Wells,  fon  of  the  former,  is  be- 
come foie  impropriator,  patron,  and  vicar,  of  the  parifh  of  Ellefborough. 

P.  558.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Cole  had  miftaken  the  Will  of  Archbifhop 
Rotheram,  (by  which  ornaments  were  bequeathed  to  the  college  at  Rotheram, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  bairn- bifhop,)  for  that  of  Bifhop  Blythe. 

f Bundell.  Placit  de  Terr.  See.  in  Turr.  London,  co.  Bucks.  No.  25,  r Ibid.  No.  2. 

*“  Collins.  1 Kimber,  III.  1 1 and  1 2. 
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P.  594.  Mr.  Oldham’s  right  of  nominating  to  the  donative  of  Lee  has  been 
queftioned,  in  confequence  of  which  the  benefice  when  lately  vacant  lapfed  to  the 
Bifhop,  who  nominated  the  prefent  curate  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Deering, 
lord  of  the  manor. 

P.  598.  Mr.  Hollier  has  fold  his  lhare  of  the  manor  of  Tetchwick  to  Mr.  Betts, 
a farmer  ; the  other  lhares  are  the  property  of  neighbouring  farmers. 

P.  606.  The  manor  of  Berryfted,  in  Mentmore,  with  a manor-houfe  near  the 
church,  being  the  property  of  J.  Tirel-Morin  efq.  were  fold  in  1804;  the  manor- 
houfe,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  ellate,  was  purchafed  by  Mr.  Harper. 

P.  613.  By  the  death  of  Mr.  Hooton,  Tickford-abbey  has  devolved  to  his 
fon-in-law  Mr.  Ward. 

P.  617,  1.  22,  inflead  of <e  this  manor,”  read  “ a purparty,  or  fourth  party  of 
this  manor.” 

P.  621.  The  cloifters  at  Alheridge  were  afterward  pulled  down  (by  direction  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Bridgwater)  and  the  materials  fold  j fome  of  thefe  were  ufed  for 
mending  roads. 

P.  627.  Sir  Thomas  Windfor,  who  is  defcribed  as  of  Prince’s  Rilborough,  by 
his  will,  bearing  date  1552,  bequeathed  a manor  in  that  parilh  to  Ann  his  daughter 
and  heir,  who  married  Sir  Henry  Grey  anceftor  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford.  The 
tower  of  the  parilh  church  of  Prince’s-Rifborough  having  fallen  down  in  1803, 
a new  tower  has  been  fince  built  by  the  parilh,  and  a fpire  erefted  on  it  by  fub- 
fcription. 

P.  628.  The  Rev.  G.  H.  P.  Jeroife  died  Nov.  3,  1805.  See  alfo  p.  468. 

P.  634.  The  manor  of  Eakley-Lane  was  fold,  in  1804,  to  Sir  Robert  Gun- 
ning bart. 

P.  656.  The  manor-farm  of  Collet  was  fold  in  the  month  of  June,  1805,  to 
Mr.  Jones  of  Well  Smithfield. 

Ibid.  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  Guy  Carleton,  who  was  afterwards  bifhop 
of  Chichefter,  being  then  vicar  of  Bucklebury,  in  Berklhire,  (to  which  vicarage 
he  was  inllituted  in  1635),  is  Laid  to  have  done  good  fervice  in  the  cavalry  during 
the  civil  war  k on  the  King’s  fide. 

P.  667.  Mr.  Tirel-Morin’s  manor  has  lately  been  fold  to  Mr.  Lucas  of  North- 
place,  Gray’s  Inn-lane. 

K See  A.  Wood. 
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59*  By  the  death  of  Henry  Beauchamp,  Lord  St.  John,  which  happened 

® December  1 8 , 1805,  the  title  and  eflates  of  that  noble  family  have  devolved 
to  his  only  brother  the  Honourable  St.  Andrew  St.  John. 

P.  179.  By  the  death  of  Charles  Fettiplace  efq.  which  happened  Dec.  16, 
1805,  that  ancient  name  became  again  extinft.  The  Fettiplace  eflates  devolve 
to  Richard  Gorges  efq.  whofe  mother  was  filter  to  the  late  Mr.  Fettiplace.  See 
alfo  p.  2 o.  288.  and  361. 

P.  184  and  410.  Warfield- Grove  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
norris,  having  been  purchafed  by  him  of  Sir  J.  Coxe  Hippelley. 

P.  204.  Charney  fhould  have  been  here  mentioned  as  a chapel. 

P.  283.  Henry  Elfyng,  here  mentioned,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
was  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Henry  Elfyng  his  father  was  Clerk  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

P.  317.  The  firft  battle  of  Newbury  w^as  fought  principally  on  a hill  near  the 
town,  and  on  Enborne-heath.  In  Dr.  Sanderfon’s  Hiltory  of  the  Life  and  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.,  is  the  following  order  from  the  Earl  of  Elfex  to  Mr.  Fulk, 
the  minifler ; and  to  the  Conftables  of  Enborne — “ Thefe  are  to  wdll  and  require 
you  forthwith  upon  fight  to  bury  all  the  dead  bodies  lying  in  and  about  Enborne, 
and  Newbury-walh,  upon  your  peril  of  difobeying — the  one  and  twentieth  of 
September  1643.  ESSEX.” 

Dr.  Sanderfon  fays,  that  the  King  and  Queen  flood  all  day  upon  the  hill  to  fee 
the  fight.  P.  647,  648. 

P.  357.  In  Dr.  Sanderfon’s  Hiflory  of  the  Life  and  Reign  of  King  Charles  I., 
(P.  273,  374,)  are  two  very  fpirited  replies  of  the  Governor  of  Donnington 
Caflle  (who  is  there  called  Bleys')  to  Colonel  Horton.  The  firft  fummons  was  as 
follows : 

“ To  the  Governor  of  Donnington, 

“ Sir, — I demand  the  caflle  now  in  your  poffeffion-  for  the  ufe  of  King  and 
Parliament  which  if  you  deny — at  your  peril. — Sep.  29,  1644. 

* JER.  HORTON.” 

To  this  Capt.  Boys  returned  anfwer, 

“ Sir, — I have  received  your  fummons.  I fhall  keep  this  place  wherein  I am  en- 
trufted  by  his  Majefly  in  defpite  of  all  your  forces,  contemning  the  peril  you 
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mentioned  and  fhould  be  afhamed,  were  I in  extremetie,  to  render  this  caflle  to  fo 
inconfiderable  a partie. 

Sep.  29,  1644.  JO.  BOYS.” 

' r 

To  a feoond  fummons,  after  Col.  Horton  had  received  reinforcements,  he 
replied  as  follows; 

“ Sir, 

<c  Neither  your  new  addition  of  forces  nor  your  high  threatening  fhall  deter  me, 
nor'ihe  reft  of  thofe  honeft  men  with  me  from  our  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign  j but 
do  refolve  to  maintain  this  place  to  the  uttermoft  of  our  powers  ; and  for  the 
matter  of  our  quarters,  you  may  expert  the  like. 

oa.  7,  1644.  JOHN  BOYS.” 

P.  428.  Dr.  Sanderfon,  in  his  Life  of  King  Charles  I.,  (p.  888)  fays,  that  “ the 
curious  coftly  elaborate  tomb,  ereaed  at  the  immenfe  charge  of  Cardinal  Wolfey,” 
for  his  mafter  King  Henry  VIII.,  was  fold  by  order  of  Parliament,  under  the  de- 
fcription-of  defaced  brafs,  for  600/.  and  the  money  given  to  Col.  Venn  who  was 
then  Governor. 

P.  473.  In  the  lift  of  gentlemen’s  feats,  Checkers,  the  feat  of  Robert  Green- 
hill  efq.  is  accidentally  omitted.  See  an. account  of  it,  p.  555. 

P.  643.  The  figure  of  the  feal  of  Luffield  Priory,  at  p..  424,  was  drawn  from  an 
impreflion  of  the  original  matrix  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Prefcot  of 
Stockport,  in  Chefhire. 
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The  Titles  of  the  Nobility  and  the  Names  of  Kings  or  Princes  are  printed  in  Italics . 


A 

ABBERBURY,  232.  238. 

355’  3 56-  358- 

Abbot,  19,  20,  36.  54.  1 35.  192. 
Abdy,  522. 

A’ Bear j 411. 

Abell,  542,  543.  61 7. 

Aben,  217. 

Abergavenny , 404. 

Abingdon , 167.  181,  182.  2,33. 
271,  281,  287.  293,  294. 

377.  378-  439-  444.  445- 

Abraham,  627,  667. 

Achard,  178,  179.  230,  231. 

281.  313.  369,  370.  388. 
Achie,  417. 

Ackworth,  113. 

Adams,  575,  593.  630.  646. 
Addington,  88.  347.  381. 
Addifon,  586.  642. 

Adeane,  627. 

Adeliza,  334.  416. 
Admettus,  418,  note. 

Agace,  184.437. 

Aland,  583. 

Alarder,  349. 

Alban,  501 . 

Albemarle,  87,  88.  100.  107. 

4°/  • 

Albini,  10.  69,  70.  84.  87.  90. 

293,  580.  592.  616. 
Aldrich,  532. 

Voi..  I. 


Aldryngton,  380, 

Aid  worth,  235.  339.  347.  352. 
404.  411,  412.  414.  426. 
685. 

Alford,  300.  309.  562. 

Alfred,  King  1.  160.  162.  213. 

2I7-  295-  3°7>  328.  4°7- 

Allayne,  89. 

Allen,  326.  535. 

Alleftree,  779. 

Alley,  678 
Alphonfo,  418. 

Allton,  16.  35.  66.  91 . 122,  123. 

135-  51 9-  597-  669- 

Altbam,  104. 

Aluric,  326  . 

Alvvard,  363. 

Ambler,  244.  246. 

Amyce,  225,  note. 

Anderfon,  15,  33.  57.  82,  83. 

5 1 6.  6S0. 

Andrew,  407. 

Andrewes,  471.  592.  396. 
Andrews,  182.  355.  338.  373. 
Anglefey,  612. 

A /mandate,  239. 

Q23.ee n 333.  420.  423.  427. 

43 3 » 434- 

Anne,  Queen  of  James  I.  33c. 
34C/459.  614. 
of  Cleve,  243.  248. 
Annelley , 612. 

4 T 


Anfculf,  178.  466. 

An  fell,  136.  607. 

Anfpaeh,  373. 

Antonie,  16.  131.  602.  6 03. 
Antt,  132. 

Apfley,  586. 

Apreece,  343. 

Archdale,  676,  677. 

Archer,  98.  133,  181.  187.  323 
390.  412,  413.  579.  68. 
Arches,  292.  633. 

Arderne,  232.  362. 

Ard-res,  597. 

Argentien,  or  Argentine,  92. 
121. 

Argyle,  248. 

Armllrong,  109. 

Arnold,  132. 

Arthur,  Prince  403. 

Arundel,  12.  96.  281.  360.  417. 

439.  662.  666. 

Afcheldune,  218. 

Afcot,  470,  664.  666. 

AJhbrooh,  1S2.  299.  300.  413. 
Ajhburnham,  14.  38.48.69.  127, 
128. 

Afhburnham,  38.  127,  128.568^ 
Afhficld,  537.  629.  632.  663. 
Afhly,  79. 

Alhmole,  216.  246.  273.  597. 
Alhton,  73,  77.  520. 

Afkew,  646. 

Afpinall,  52.  102.  ' 

Affchtos* 
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AfTchton,  132. 

Aftell,  60. 

Aftle,  307,  note.  407,  note. 
Altley,  164.  182.  332  • 355- 
AJlley,  l82'  33 2. 

Alton,  278.  331.  374. 

Allrcy,  12.  80.  82.  90,  91.  144. 
149. 

Athavves,  594. 

Alhelwolf,  160. 

Atkins,  185.  371.  391.  613. 
671. 

Atkinfon,  366. 

Atkyns,  266. 

At-Oke,  329. 

Atterbury,  60 6.  6 14. 

Atwater,  670. 

Aubrey,  413.  46S.  472.  317. 
318.  323.  341.  55 2.  613. 
686. 

Aucheritis,  348. 

Audeley,  500. 

Audley,  522.  326.  609. 

Audley,  232.  395.  321. 

Aulus  Plautius,  430* 

Aungear,  403. 

Avenell,  493. 

Ayete,  363.  62S. 

Aylefbury,  503.  519.  606. 
Aylefbury,  14.  37.  38.  63.  96,  97. 
115.  117.  126.  332.  354. 
47°. 

Aylward,  427. 

Aynfcombe  "75.  77-  263. 
Ayfcough,  620. 

Aylhconibe,  182.  260.  289. 

369. 


B 

Baalun,  245. 

Baber,  3S2. 

Babham,  267. 

Babington,  273.  303.  3:6.  note. 
Backhoufe,  384. 

Backwell,  523.  613.  629.  653. 
Bacon,  83.  245.  343. 

Bacfeg,  160. 

Badcock,  316. 

Baddlefmere,  13S.  368.  621. 
Bagnall,  380. 

Bagot,  141.  396.  498.  528. 

54°,  341. 

Bagot,  14 1.  541. 

Bailey,  5x9. 

Baker,  72.  236.  263.  272.  303. 
34 5-  511-  5S3'  6l8- 


Baldwin,  105.  439.  301.  302, 
504.  50 6.  524.  542.  550. 
55 5-  579- 


Ba'eby,  622. 

B:\linger,  667. 

Baliol,  1 01. 

Ball,  378. 

Ballard,  360. 

Balfinglafs , 647.  ’ 

Banbury,  222.337. 

Banbury,  1S1.  262.  374. 

Bance,'  313. 

Baniltre,  317. 

Banks,  508. 

Banning,  247. 

Bannilter,  378. 

Barber,  134.  501. 

Barbour,  222.  225.  228,  229. 

554-  555- 
Bardfey,  676. 

Barentine,  417.  634. 

Barentyne,  255. 

Barefoot,  47. 

Barker,  72.301,  302.  374.  381. 

402.  548.  375.  653. 
Barkltead,  332. 

Barleigb,  106. 

Barlow,  242. 

Barnaby,  408. 

Barnard,  343.  557*  607. 

Barnes,  440. 

Barnett,  37. 

Barns,  334. 

Barnwell,  373. 

Barrett,  184,  185.  233.  315. 
Barrington,  182.  213.  273.  366, 
367.  300. 

Barrington,  167.  273.  365,  note, 
366.  367.  369.  400. 

Barton,  239.  467.  49S.  312. 
321.  326.  530.  634.  645. 
6 (.7,  648,  649. 

Barry  632. 

Basflie,  238. 

Bafill,  308. 

Balkerville,  382.  42S. 

Balket,  47. 

Bafregh , 160. 

Ballet,  3 1 1,  354.  493.500.  520. 

616.  630.  673. 

Baffet , 616.  673. 

Ballard,  1 84,  185.  202,  note.  313. 
408. 

Batchelor,  239.  312,  note. 

Bate,  104.  609. 

Bateman , 415. 

Bateman,  415. 

Bates,  677. 


Batefon,  390. 

Bath , 93,  238.  407,  408. 

Bathe  de,  308. 

Bathonia,  So.  398,  note. 

Bathurft,  42. 

Bathurjl,  14.  43.  95.  586. 

Batfon,  437. 

Battie,  267.  600. 

Bavaria,  283. 

Bayley,  42. 

Bayly,  113. 

Baynell,  628,  631. 

Baynes,  428. 

Beale,  657,  658. 

Beauchamp,  2.  10,  'ir.  34.  37. 
40,  41.  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 
58.  61.  64,  65,  66,  67.  71, 
72.  79,  80.  84.  88,  89.  92, 
93.  102.  117.  126.  129. 
136.  150.  154,  261;.  283. 

37i,  372-  374-  423>  424- 
444.  468.  490.  320.  533. 

545-  552-  57l>  572.  576- 
595.  603.  616.  623.  629. 
633.  667. 

Beauchamp,  14.  58. 

Beauclerk,  263.  437.  594. 
Beaufort,  58,  290.  431.  610. 
Beaufort,  47,  note.  426. 

Beaulieu,  470.  639. 

Beaumont,  363.  439. 

Beaumont,  415)  43 9. 

Beavan,  385. 

Bechampton,  508. 

Becher,  12.  126. 

Becket,  366.  322. 

Beckford,  62,  79.  146.  149.  554. 
Beckingham,  236,  36 3. 

Becote,  366. 

Bedford,  65,  506. 

Bedford,  13,  14.  17.  38.  41 
46,  47,  48.  56.  63.  71,  72. 
79.  82.  88,  89.  97.  99,  too, 


101, 

102, 

103. 

106, 

107. 

X 10. 

”5» 

1 16, 

"7* 

1 2 1. 

126, 

127, 

128. 

l33- 

135- 

140, 

Hi. 

i49> 

lS°> 

J5‘> 

152, 

i.53» 

154- 

292. 

298, 

note. 

384- 

397' 

409. 

470. 

475- 

491. 

496, 

497- 

515- 

320. 

53  7 > 

538. 

539- 

575- 

5S4» 

5S5. 

610. 

631. 

65  6. 

663, 

669. 

Bedingfield,  47, 

note. 

Bedwell,  : 

229. 

Beeke,  162.  167,  note 

. 172. 

187. 

19  3- 

201, 

note. 

202, 

note. 

216.  273.  592.  475,  note. 

Beke, 
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Beke,  348.  362.  380.  67 3. 
Bekeryng,  128. 

Bekyngham,  2 43. 

Belcher,  289.  685. 

Belet,  341.  516. 

Belknap,  95. 

Bell,  140. 

Bellas,  446. 

Bellafyfe,  2Ji.  336. 

Belleifle,  431.  433. 

Bellew,  398. 

Bendifli,  13 1.  140. 

Benham,  293. 

Bennet,  437.  .468.  471.  498. 

5°8,  509.  333.  634.  643,  687. 
Benfon,  226,  512,  514,  note. 
Bent,  497,  498. 

Bentinck,  86.  470. 

Benyon,  167.  1S5.  274,  note, 

275>  276-  375- 

Bereford,  402,  439.  440.  338. 
586. 

Beresford,  467,  note.  665. 
Bergavenny,  78.  99. 

Berington,  240. 

Berkeley,  136,  239,  548.  618. 

666. 

Berkeley,  46,  47,  note.  63.  92. 
136.  232.  239.  371.  393. 
602.  618.  666,  667. 
Berkfhire,  181,  392. 
Bermingham,  581.  597.  612. 
Bernard,  250.  467,  note.  474- 
494.  587,  588,  5S9. 
Berners,  140. 

Berners,  6 2. 

Bernington,  223. 

Berrow,  120. 

Bertie,  179.  181.  233.  281.  287. 

294-  377-  439-  445>  446- 
346,  547.  567.  389.  670. 
671. 

Berwick,  281.  287. 

Befds,  179.  187.  222.  228,  229, 
234.  240.  231,  252,  233. 
260,  263.  314.  360. 

Bed,  89. 

Betham,  559. 

Bettefworth,  94.  109.  113.  624. 
Betts,  688. 

Betun,  107.  407. 

Bevan,  127. 

Beve,  223. 

Bever,  376. 

Beverley,  79,  280. 

Bidun,  591,  592,  593. 

B|gg.  4°3-  551* 

Bigland,  233,  note. 


Bigod,  286,  407. 

Bilhemore,  32,  90. 

Billing,  310. 

Bingley,  186.  437. 

Birch,  263. 

Bird,  23  1,  note. 

Birt,  380. 

Bifcoe,  244. 

Bidet,  621. 

Blacket,  494.  530. 

Blacknall,  412. 

Blacktlone,  186.  399,  401,  402, 
4°3* 

Blagrave,  180.  1S3.  310.  331. 
336.  339-  34*»  342-  345- 
347-  35°-  369-  38i-  389- 
Blague,  397. 

Blake,  272. 

Blakenham,  273. 

Blandford,  182,  301,  380. 
Blandy,  185,  246,  257,  306, 
3°7- 

Blane,  437. 

Blevvbury,  210,  361. 

Blofield,  87,  88. 

Blois  44,  388. 

Blondel,  67. 

Bloffomville,  467.  519.  61 1. 
Blount,  241.  533. 

Blower,  406. 

Blundell,  12.  46.  63.  139. 
Blundeville,  394. 

Blunt,  272. 

Blythe,  338. 

Boate,  379. 

Bocland,  231. 

Bocks,  90.  148. 

Boddington,  519. 

Bodley,  247. 

Bohun,  iox.  294.  30S.  372. 
490,  497.'  545,  346.  619. 
676. 

Bokefworth,  3^9. 

Bold,  84. 

Bolebec,  or  Bulbec,  132*  466. 

52.3-  578-  595-  6o4-  65s- 
6 63. 

Boleyne,  11.  10S.  504. 
Bollnglroke,  39>  60.  83.  102. 
140.  136.  233.  234.  31 1. 
385,  386. 

Boloigne,  or  Bolougne,  122.  123. 

*55  • 

Bolton,  344. 

Bond,  103. 

Bonham,  107. 

Bonnell,  185.413. 

Boot,  407. 


Boreman,  520. 

Borlafe,  46S.  47 J.  550,  59*, 
599.  60 r.  603. 

Borftard,  522. 

Bofard,  103. 

Bofom,  129. 

Bofon,  or  Bofun,  66 1. 

Bofiu,  305.  643. 


Bollock, 

184. 

229. 

2 39- 

Bojlon,  470. 

477- 

5 32- 

577-> 

6/8- 

586. 

590. 

Boteler, 

36.  6 

1 . 91 

• 94- 

1 16, 

117. 

13 1- 

I33‘ 

136. 

T55- 

238. 

5°4- 

554- 

■ 5S3- 

596> 

697- 

613. 

661. 

Boteler,  136.  652. 

Botetort,  46,  47,  note.  64.  134. 

501.  397.  612.  674. 

Botiler,  318.  631. 

Botreaux,  57 3. 

Botreaux,  244.  296. 

Boucher,  379,  note. 

Boudry,  330. 

Boulogne,  659. 

Boult,  240. 

Bourchier,  37.  179.  238,  note. 

308.  407.  409.  584.  655. 
Bourdeaux,  414.  436. 

Bouverie,  264:326,327.  369.685,. 
Boveton,  632. 

Bovey,  14S. 

Bowden,  651.  678. 

Bowles,  224.  289.  290.  507. 
Bowton,  102. 

Bowyer,  182,  1S3,.  224.  327. 
328.  382,  383.  410.  468. 

472-  548>  649-  5S7-  65T* 
Bovden,  1 19. 

Boyland,  296. 

Boyle,  553.  557. 

Boys,  164  356,  357.  60S. 

Box,  129.  3 15.  528.  6S5. 
Brabant,  42 1 . 

Brace,  501. 

Braci,  78.  640. 

Bracy,  589. 

Bradenham,  3l8* 

Bradford,  407. 

Bradlhaw,  567.  676. 

Bradftock,  384. 

Braham,  182.  435. 

Bramfton,  118. 

Brand,  608. 

Brandenburgh  Anfpach,  182. 
Brandon,  251.  356.  426.  631. 
Brandreth,  16,  17.  100.  105. 
Braofe,  417. 

Braundelton,  443* 

Bray, 


6g  2 

Bray,  14.  79.  122.  136.  349. 
Bray,  11.  46.  48.  50.  78,  79. 
99.  101.  136.  140.  146, 
245,  note.  248.  297.  316. 

361.  424.  426,  427.531. 

5<J4,  note.  6 02.  605.  618. 

666. 

Braybroke,  2.  54.  70.  120.  124. 
1,38.  147.  182.  238.  254. 
.3x6.  444.  582.  627. 
Braybrooic , 167.  179.  182.  2,35. 
301,  302,  339.  351,  352. 

404.  410.  '411.  414.  426. 

442. 

Brecknock,  573.  574.  627. 
Bredon,  649. 

Bredyman,  125. 

Breedon,  181.  184,  323.  324. 
Brent,  2.44.45.  107.  148.417. 

45i.  533 • 572- 
Breffy,  507. 

Bret,  222. 

Brett,  622. 

Brettville,  139.  178. 

Brevves,  497. 

Brewer,  80. 

Brewfter,  554. 

Brian,  604. 

Brickwood,  80. 

Brideoak,  426. 

Bridges,  271.  293,  294. 
Bridgman,  642. 

Bridgwater,  99.  471.492.536. 
554.  587.  5S8.  620,  621. 
630.  667.  675.  688. 
Brightman,  93. 

Bright  well,  322. 

Brimpton,  251. 

Brinkhurll,  601. 

Briftol,  140  383. 

* B tallow,  555. 

Britannia,  101.418 , note. 

Brito,  466.  634.  668,  669. 
Brittain,  130. 

Britton,  586. 

Brocas,  105.  185.  254.  263.  267. 
376.  500.  52 1.  526.  536. 
554- 

Brocket,  108 
Brockley,  543. 

Broderwick,  3 1 1 . 

Bromflete,  33.  125.  151. 
Bromhall,  130. 

Bromfall,  60.  1 J 9. 

Bromwich,  152. 

Brook,  566. 

Brooke,  388. 

Brooke,  581. 
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Brooks,  16.  84.  87. 

Brotherton,  235,  note.  286.  294. 
372.  435.  618. 

Broughton,  12.  90.  143.  145. 

437*  523-  545*  566-  584- 
609.  672. 

Brouncker,  256. 

Brown,  107,  note.  249.  271. 
520,  568.  600,  601.  682, 
note. 

Browne,  40,  41,  42.  103.  164. 
221.  359.  419.  428.  452. 
6x6.  642.  686. 

Browning,  640. 

Brownlow,  683. 

Brownrig,  3 79- 

Brace,  63.  96.  1 15.  145.470. 
Bruce , 14.  38.  SS.  96.  1 15. 
Brudenell,  427.  468.  470.  474. 
496,  497,  498.  535.  577. 
607.  635.  686. 

Brudenell , 246.  2 66. 

Bruere  de  la,  15 1. 

Bruges,  554. 

Brummell,  259.  358. 

Brun,  627. 

Briis,  ior.  365. 

Bryan,  92.  62c.  625. 

Bryant,  532.  557. 

Brydges,  359. 

Bryen,  118. 

Bryers,  126. 

Buccleugh,  548.  639. 

Buchanan,  138. 

Buck,  442.  520. 

Buckingham,  101.  141.  294.  372. 
409.  466,  467.  469,  470, 

471.  476.  496.  498,  499. 

5°5»  5°6-  5 to>  5!I>  512* 

520,  521,  522.  525,  526. 

529-  546.  552,  553-  5^3* 

574.  57 5-  57?.  579-  595- 

609,  6x0,  61 1.  625.  62 7. 

636.  640,  rfo/e.  641,  642, 

643,  644,  645.  647,  648. 

650.  660,  661,  662,  663. 

673- 

Buckinghamfhire , 469.  544.  573. 
Buckle,  185.  259.  560. 

Buckler,  271. 

Bucktoi,  499. 

Buck  worth,  382. 

Bugden,  499. 

Bulbec,  533. 

Bullen,  439. 

Buller,  428. 

Bullock,  13 1.  235.  473.  534. 
553- 


Bulftrode,  266.  468.  508.  535, 
577.  581.  653,  654. 

Bunny,  246. 

Bunting,  1 56. 

Banyan,  53.  82. 

Burdett,  237,  238.  283.  305, 
308.  413. 

Burgcfs,  343. 

Burgh,  40.  276.  544. 

Burgheril,  179.  291.  356.  554. 
633- 

Burgoyne,  15.  124.  130.  138, 

139.  155. 

Burke,  474.  508 
Burleigh,  J 1 5 . 

Burley,  431. 

Burnell,  128.  597.  613. 

Burnell,  440. 

Burton,  95. 

Bury,  354.  474.  587. 

Bufby,  468.  494,  495.  569.  680, 
681. 

Bufhell,  179.  260.  288. 

Buflell,  605,  606. 

Buffy,  396. 

Butcher,  126. 

Bute , 14.  22.  to8,  109,  no, 
in.  1 13,  114.  406. 

Butler,  85.  122.  283.  304.  38S. 

410.  504.  678. 

Bntlin,  474.  651. 

Butterfield,  506. 

Byng,  14.  133. 

Byng,  1 18.  120.  133,  134. 
Byron,  562. 
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Cadogan,  182.  345. 

Cadogan,  182.  470. 

Csefar,  434. 

Cage,  532. 

Calcraft,  622. 

Caldecot,  61. 

Calt,  32. 

Calton,  315,  316. 

Calveley,  375. 

Calvert,  258.  3x5. 

Camden,  243.  396.  398.  641. 
Camden,  557. 

Camois,  288. 

Campion,  517.  539.  596.  658. 
Campbell,  x6.  60. 

Camvil,  373. 

Cantilupe,  1 r.  62.  78.  99.  146, 

543-  555- 
Capel,  258,  259. 
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Gap  an,  106., 

Cardigan,  247.  266.  432.  474. 
53j • 635. 

Carew,  263,  3 25.  377.  408.  546. 
Carey,  115.  382.  522.  326. 
Carle'ton,  656.  688. 

Carlijle,  432. 

Carly,  429. 

Carnarvon,  137,  164.  317.  470. 

471.  636.  666.  679. 

Caron,  630. 

Carrington,  469,  470.  4S0.  499. 
506.  516.  610.  659.  676. 
677. 

Carru,  i8x.  263. 

Carru,  181. 

Cart,  75.  77. 

Carte,  446. 

Carter,  541.  547.575. 

Carteret,  93. 

Carteret,  14,  15.  17.  50.  57.  93. 
150. 

Caftell,  52.  94. 

Cafton,  234. 

Caftillon,  372,  373. 

Cater,  13.  101,  102.  622. 
Catefby,  no.  1 15.  573.  655. 
Catharine,  of  Arragon,  Queen, 
37-  75-  320.  528,  547. 

627. 

Catharine,  Queen  of  Henry  V. 

396- 

Catheral,  588. 

Catlin,  89. 

Cave,  540.  592. 

Cavcndilh,  86.  471.  474.  537, 

538>  539- 

Cawz,  137.  520.  630. 

Cawood,  2S1.  599. 

Ceadwall , 217.  2x9.  438. 
Ceauline,  I. 

Cecil,  410.  412.  423.  499-.  50$. 

Cent 'win,  217. 

Ceniuallus,  16 1. 

Cerdic,  450-  536. 

Chaceport,  588.  625. 

Chaloner,  498.  544. 
Chamberlain,  379.  647. 
Chamberlayne,  75.  299  341. 

557.  578.  615. 

Chamberleyne,  78.  105.  356. 

651. 

Champe,  372, 

Champernon,  365. 

Champion,.  88! 

Champlain,  429. 

Chandler,  298.  561 
Chandos,  674. 

Vox.  I. 


Chandos,  355.  562.  631. 
Chapman,  589.  626.  6 29. 
Charles  I.  2.  52.  87.  152.  164. 
220.  259.  277.  307.  317. 

331.  335.  340,  341. 
36°.  397.  421.  425.  428. 

5r7-  523’  524-  528-  5-3 8 • 
568.  6x2.  616.  637.  656. 
680. 

Charles  II.  333,  420,.  423.  427. 

433-  677. 

Charleville , 587. 

Charlotte,  Princefs,  435. 
Charlton,  82. 

Charnock,  12.  15.  70.  9S.  100. 

129.  142. 

Chartres,  670. 

Chafe,  521,  600.  602.  624.  670. 
Chaftillon,  594.  633,  634.  648. 
Chatham,  557. 

Chaucer,  104.  179.  219.  227. 
251.  291.  324.  356.  396. 

55 4-  624-  633. 

Chaworth,  283.  505. 

Chelrcy,  245,  259.  260. 
Chellum,  592. 

Cheney,  14,  33.  66.  72.  90. 

143,  144,  145,  146. 

Cheney , 143,  144,  145.  620. 
Cherry,  249.  363,  364.  405, 
406. 

Chefliam,  539. 

Chefney,  88. 

Chefter,  83.  106.  141.471.523. 

540.  541.  593.  630. 

Chejler,  101.  394.  4 66. 
Chejlerfield,  470.  473.  500.  530. 
55 1-  554-  566.  583.  640. 
656.  666.  667. 

Chetwode,  11.  42.  122.  290. 

467.  473.  540. 

Chew,  75.  77.  554. 

Cheyne,  no.  114.  138.  142. 

273-  279-  305-  354-  444- 

468.  491.  496.  537.  539. 

. 542-  547*  552-  584-  604. 
Chibnall,  501.  627. 

Chilcot,  577. 

Child,  125.  211.  218.  219.  381. 

389.427. 

Childrey,  259. 

Chilhull,  83. 

Choke,  237,  354. 

Cholfey,  225. 

Chowne,  368. 

Chriftie,  55. 

Church,  202,  note.  248. 
Churchill,  60.  535^609. 
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Churton,  670. 

Cibber,  664. 

Cifrewaft,  263.  287.  3 25. 

Cilia,  219. 

Cilia,  217.  219. 

Clanlrafflll,  606. 

Clanriekard,  275. 

Clare,  116.  387. 

Clare,  138.  141.  149.  232.  287. 
372.  374.  51 1.  526.  568. 
598.609.  633.  672. 
Clarence,  242.  6x2.  662. 
Clarendon,  384. 

Clarges,  336.  638. 

Clarke,  95.  X28.  184,  185,  186, 
255,  236.  293.  323.  330. 
635- 

Clavering,  156,  586. 

Claypoole,  555. 

Clayton,  13.  138.  437.  472. 

534-  535-  568.  599,  600 
605. 

Cleaver,  56 3. 

Clement,  608.. 

Cleobury,  600. 

Clerk,  341.  361. 

Clerke,  96.  99.  155.  471,  472. 

579.  628.  683. 

Clermont,  72.  115. 

Cleveland,  143.  221.  639. 

Cliffe,  354. 

Clifford,  47,  note.  15 1.  528.  530. 
544- 

£/#&«/,  547- 
Cline,  634. 

Clinton,  425.  491.  509.  576. 

580. 

Clinton,  123.  3x4. 

Clowes,  474. 

Coare,  663. 

Coates,  201,  note.  216. 338.  347. 
349- 

Cobb,  13 1.  133. 

Cobham,  167.  x8c.  2JO  261, 
362.  46S.  497.  542.  552'. 
574.  604.  667. 

Cobham,  89.  459.  525.  637.  641, 
642. 

Cock,  676. 

Cockayne,  41.  92.  272.  683.. 
Cockerill,  31X. 

Cocket,  80. 

Coghiil,  587. 

Coke,  243.  364.  468.  529.  561. 

578.  622.  636.  637. 
Cokkyng,  413. 

Colborne,  570, 

Colby,  65. 

Cole, 


Cole,  250.  340.  494.  513.  5 r^, 
note.  532.  558. 

Coleham,  224. 

Coleman,  72. 

Coles,  519. 

Colelliill,  236,  264.  359. 

Colet,  or  Collet,  473. 630.  659. 
66 1. 

Coligni,  446. 

Colleton,  185,  301. 

Collins,  184.  531.  61 7. 

Colneye,  280, 

Colfton,  266. 

Columbers,  354. 

Combe,  435.  536. 

Compton,  593..  610.  669.  671. 
.685. 

Corny n,  365. 

Congreve,  184.  231.  281,  wo/e. 

392.  412,  note.  586. 
Coningiby%  2S5. 

Conolly,  66.  144,  145. 

Conqueft,  12.  96.  98,  99. 
Conway,  336.  351,  352.  564. 
Conyngham , 470-  580, 

Cook,  2 54.  334.  $62 . 

Cooke,  288.  558. 

Coope,  412. 

Cooper-,  36.351. 

Cope,  495. 

Coppermati,  577. 

Coppin,  62,  63.  137.  556. 
Corbet,  271,  272.  315.  389. 

647-  593-  633. 

CorSet,  470. 

Cornifh,  15.  131.  133.  155.  374. 
Cornewall,  28c.  287.  388. 
Cornwall,  13.37.  87.  117.  320. 
620. 

Cornwall,  138.  226.  235.  284. 
29°.  312.  329.  394,  395, 
396.  398.  401.  418.  note. 
451.  523.  531.  602.  6:9, 

620.  626.  687. 

Cornwallis,  46,  note. 

Cottington,  244. 

Cottington,  244. 

Cotton,  57,  58.  86.  109.  582. 

621.  648:- 
Coucy,  13. 

Coudray,  289.  322. 

Court,  250.  402. 

Courtenay,  365.  383.  431.  474. 

536.  578.  655.661. 
Courtenay , 383. 

Cove,  241. 

Coventry,  237.  254. 

Coward,  325. 


Cowdray,  610. 

Cowper,  284.  6/3,  614.  616. 
661. 

Cowflade,  185.  359. 

Cox,  144.  346.  663. 

Coxe,  240.  359,  note. 

Coxhed,  321. 

Cradock,  35 3. 

Crane,  430.  597. 

Cranfield,  72. 

Cranford,  622. 

Cranley , 432. 

Cranleye,  27 3. 

Cranmer,  75.  474.  501.  502. 
567. 

Cranwell,  630.  658. 

Crauford,  332. 

Craven,  179.  181,  182.  236. 

274.  279.  2S6.  290.  304. 
308.312.370.372.390.  685. 
Craven,  16 7.  1 8 1 , 182.  195. 
236.  245.  274.  284.  2S6. 
304)  305-  3o8.  315.  332. 
3 7L>  3/2>  373-  383*  39°) 
391.  685. 

Crawley,  16,  17.  102.  no.  113, 
X14.  140.  156. 

Crayle,  532. 

Creffev,  107. 

Creffwell,  594. 

Crevequer,  X49.  251. 

Crew,  or  Crewe,  85.  86.  1S6. 

25J-  444-  5S3-  6i4  6zo' 

628.  684. 

Crew,  85.  91. 

Cricket,  473.  681. 

Crifpe,  631. 

Crifpin,  393.  398,  note.  466.  586. 
654.  675. 

Croft,  184,  185.  3S5,  386,  387, 
3 88. 

Crofts,  301,  note. 

Croke,  535.  541.  555,  556.  589. 
598.  614,  615. 

Crompton,  81.  372.  61 1.  640. 
Cromwell,  68.  165.  240.  277. 
332.  354-  397-  44°-  527- 
555-  57 641. 

Cromwell,  502. 

Crofs,  39. 

Crofsbecy,  292. 

Croffe,  5 r6. 

Crowdy  279.  685. 

Croyler,  128. 

Crutchley,  185.  382.  442. 
Cullen,  661. 

Cullen,  27.2. 

Culverden,  352. 


Cumberland,  303.  415.  432.  4,’ 7. 
Cummins,  298. 

Cunobehne , 450. 

Curteys,  29.  33.  151. 

Curwen,  497. 

Curzon,  149.  470.  494.  61S. 
619.  685. 

Curzon,  467.  470.  628,  6.8, 
619.  66 1 . 

Cuft,  12.  92. 

Cutha,  1 . 

Cuthbert,  88.  137^  138. 

Cuthred,  161. 

Cutbwulf,  1 . 43 . 50  2 . 
Cvviccheim,  i6x. 

Cymbeline,  450. 

Cynric,  450.  536. 

D. 

Dabridge  court,  376. 

Dacres,  115. 

Dalbiac,  296. 

Dalby,  301.  336. 

Dale,  2S2. 

Dalton,  232.  245.  282.  361. 
Dalway,  592. 

Dalzell,  250. 

Damartin,  125.  155. 

Darner,  194,  note. 

D’Amory , 395-  647- 
Dancaftle,  240,  241. 

Dance,  440.  588. 

Danvers,  46,  note.  68.  233.  386. 

388.  5S3.  636,  note. 

Darby,  323. 

Darcy,  427. 

Darell,  501.  542.  563,  564.  577. 
Darrell,  182.  305,  306.  444. 

531.  679.687. 

Darfic,  68. 

Dartmouth , 59 3.  616.  669. 
DaPnwood,  468.  567.  659.  676. 
678,  679.  680. 

Dalh  wood- King,  472.  480.  567. 

676.  678,  679,  680. 
Daubeny,  101.  629. 

Daubeny,  S2. 

Daunce,  244. 

Davenport,  473.  534.  6oo. 
D’Averenches,  149.  251. 

David,  King  of  Scots,  416. 418. 
Davies,  72.  238. 

Davis,  210,  note.  3 23,  324.  677. 
Davy,  409. 

Dawe,  628. 

Dawncy,  or  De  Alneto,  146. 
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Day,  75.  41  r. 

Dayrell,  102.  123.  128.  134. 
224.  4 67.  473,  474.  530. 
39 j*  627.  642,  643. 

De  Alta  Ripa,  365. 

De  Arches,  or  De  Arcubus,  292. 
655. 

De  Baa,  129, 

De  Bathe,  30S. 

De  Bois,  539. 

De  Bofco,  509. 

De  Columbariis,  354. 

De  Grey,  41 1.  (See  Grey.) 

De  Haye,  687. 

De  Infula,  or  De  Lifle,  371. 

De  La  Beche,  161.  178.  182. 
206.  209.  212.  232.  233. 
238.  245,  246.  238.  265. 
287.  290.  324.  361,  362. 
384.  395.  442.  443,  446. 
De-la-Beche , 182.  233. 

De  la  Grove,  497.  566. 

De  la  Haye,  363. 

De  la  Leye,  140. 

De  la  Mare,  179.  23 1.  2S1.  313. 

369.  378.  388. 

De  la  Mote,  234. 

De  la  Plaunch,  576. 

De  la  Pole,  40.  124.  137.  179. 
237.  251.  253.  282.  287. 
291-  3H-  356-  377-  444- 
5 '7-  554-  555-  6oz • 633- 
De  la  Poyle,  303. 

De  Lifle,  37.  63,  64.  81.371. 
De  Nodaries,  364. 

De  Off,  178. 

De  Ripariis,  359. 

De  Rupibus,  411. 

De  Sabs,  238. 

De  Scaccariis,  33  3. 

De  S uevia,  151. 

De  Vefci,  152. 

Deacle,  66 7. 

Dealtrey,  519. 

Deane,  123.  362.  667. 

Dearfley,  3 83. 

Deering,  594.  687. 

Deincourt,  342.  628.  671. 

De  Lawne,  129. 

Dell,  87. 

Dene,  346. 

Denham,  317,  318.  5S2.  620. 

,655*' 

Denilou,  658. 

Dennis,  16.  101. 

Denton,  438.  468.  471.  329. 
563.  578,  379.  622.  623. 


D ’ E per  non , 421. 

Derbilhire,  652. 

Derby,  107.  109.  131,  133.  178. 

^77-  373- 

Derhatn,  412. 

Defoorough,  641. 

Defmond,  93,  note. 

Defpencer,  242.  245.  294.  371. 
372*  374-  4i8,  note.  530. 

S3 8.  347-  56S-  599-  67 5- 

Deverell,  646. 

Devereux,  3S3,  578.  6x1. 
Devon,  363.  578. 

Devonjbire , 96.  383.  431.  471. 

537’  53«>  539* 

Devve,  288. 

Devvhurlt,  437. 

Dickenfon,  16.  73. 

Dicons,  105,  ic6.  1 14. 

Digby,  564.  383. 

Dillingham,  73.  131.  150. 
Dillon,  468.  300.  374.  603.  623, 
Dilly,  134. 

Difney,  633. 

Ditchfleld,  96.  127. 

Dixie,  658. 

Dixon,  146,  note.  232.  303.603. 
Dobbs,  .80. 

Dod,  385.  57  K 
Doddington,  6S0. 

Dodvvell,  362.  364.  403. 

Doe,  379. 

Dogget,  327. 

Doxley,  see  Doyley. 

Dolling,  61. 

Dolman,  31S.  334,  355.  373. 
Dominis  de,  303. 

Donne,  382.  627. 

Dorchejler,  1S2.  244.  636. 
Dormer,  468.  471.  300.  327. 
53°-  536-  545>  54^*  552’ 
553’  564*  566*  5So’  58j* 
583.  603.  607.  623.  639. 
665,  666,  66 7.  672.  677, 
678,  679,  680. 

Dormer , 468.  470.  580.  3S3. 

607.  628.  665.  666. 

Dorrell,  363. 

Dorfet,  638. 

Dorfel,  233.  431.  5S5. 

Doughty,  427. 

Douglas,  109.  527. 

Dover,  123.  155.  359. 

Downe,  371. 

Downing,  304.  583. 

DownJh'ire , 82.  182.  283,  287. 

359* 


Doyley,  178,  218.  220.  236.  300. 
3 1 1 • 393-  4o7*  466.  473. 
474-  544-  5*58,  569,  370. 
585.  628.  640.  651.  634. 
675- 


Drake,  299.  468.  471,  47:. 

474.  496,  497,  490.  608. 
Drakeiow,  129. 

Draper,  182.  267.  382. 
Drayton,  10 1,  note.  111.  235 
Dreux,  648. 

Drewe,  6co. 

Dreyer,  674. 

Drokensford,  418,  note. 

Drope,  27 x. 

Druel,  6xi.  • ■ 

Drummond,  3 13. 

Drury,  33 5. 

Duckeniield,  184.  332. 

Dudley,  97.  147.  323.  323.371. 

376.  620. 

Duffield,  603. 

Dunch,  327.  397.  440. 
Duncombe,  42,  43.  91.  103. 
521,522,  523.  545-  5 88. 
633.  667.  672. 

Dundas,  184.  305.  306. 

Duppa,  352. 

Dupre,  471.  474.  520.  532.  5Sl> 
603.  623.  670,  671. 
Durdant,  549. 

Durell,  285. 

Durham,  88. 

Durnford,  304. 

Dyer,  62.  70,  71.  22S. 

Dymock,  5x9. 

Dynely,  311.3^5. 

Dynhain,  440. 

Dyve,  3.  61,  62.  66.  99.  332. 
451.  563.  6x2.  654.  • 


' E. 

Ealkfwith,  163.  295.  307.  407. 
Eardley,  610,611. 

Earle,  185.  385. 

Eaft,  182.  300.  680. 

Eaton,  289.  290. 

Edgar King,  217. 

Edindon,  253.  264,  2 65. 

Editha,  Qyieen,  403. 

Edmonds,  650. 

Edmund.  King,  215. 

Edmund,  St.  226. 

Edered,  King,  215.  217. 
Edward  I.  King,  256.  277, 

'4J-8.  565.  584. 

Edward 
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Edward  II.  King,  329.  418. 

423. 

III.  King,  74.  232. 

236.  289.  4x8.  421.  423. 
429.  469.  570.  5S4. 
IV.  King,  206.  210, 

2ii-  33°-  383-  424>  4 25> 
426,  427. 

- V.  King,  426.  644. 

VI.  King,  223.  229. 

2 37’  240-  33°  ■ 619. 

- King,  the  Confeffor, 

403. 411.  413.  522. 

■  King,  the  Elder,  I,  2. 

43.  276.  450.  574. 

King,  the  Martyr,  218. 

262. 

■  the  Black  Prince,  570. 

627. 

Edwards,  16,  17.  40.  93,  94. 

130.  653.685. 

Ed  worth,  40. 

Edwy,  King,  2x5. 

Edy,  508.  597. 644. 

Egelwinus,  218. 

Egerly,  645. 

Egerton,  99.  433-  495- 587- 
Egfrid,  King,  2x9. 

Eglesfield,  370. 

Egleton,  555. 

Ekeney,  615. 

Ekins,  623. 

Elderfield,  290. 

Eleanor , Queen,  74.  247.  256. 

394,  417.  644. 

Elford,  372. 

Elgin,  33.  63.  96,  97.  1 15. 
Elizabeth,  Queen,  223.  233.  275. 
• 296.  3 30.  335.  358.  407. 

422,  423.  430.  466.  518. 

56°.  571.  579.  584.  620. 

627.  636.  662.  665. 
Elizabeth,  Queen,  Confort  of 
Henry  Vll.  596. 

Ellesfreld,  236. 

El/e/mere,  620. 

EUingham,  .105,  106. 

Elliot,  184.  241. 

Ellis,  436. 

Ellys,  600. 

Elmes,  128. 

Elmer,  509. 

Elfyng,  283. 

Elwes,  185.  305.  315. 

Elwood,  535. 

Elyot,  3/ 5o. 

Ejrnmh,  Queen,  403.411. 


Enderby,  57.  Si.  139. 

Engayne,  129. 

Engayne,  1 30. 

Englefield,  180.  183.  209.  262. 
374,  275.  277,  285,  note, 
323.  341,  344.  380,  381. 

390-  553- 
Erafimts,  612. 

Erie,  255.  380.  3S7. 

Erneft,  or  Erneys,  n8. 
Ernulph,  566. 

Erpingham,  278. 

Efpec,  10.  89.  148. 

Efftx,  179.  182.  236.  250.  273. 
308.  310.  329.  365,  366. 


_ 372,  373- 

EJjex,  67.  74.  164,  165.  220, 
221.  230.  284.  295,  296. 
299-  3i 7>  3 l8*  324-  331* 
33 2.  335.  34i-  357-  390. 
446.  451.  496.  504.  61 1. 
612.  655. 

Eftbury,  308.  309. 

Ethclred , King,  2.  160.  163.  262. 
Etholwold,  217. 

Ethel  wolf,  328. 

Etheridge,  599. 

Etyngdon,  445. 

Eure,  586. 

Eure,  586. 

Evelyn,  397.  531,53.2. 

Everitt,  142.  149. 

Evington,  435. 

Evreux , 178.  366.  418,  note. 
Exeter,  37.  39.  46.  135.  211. 
235-  2 89-  3°8-  38j.  427* 
578.  658. 

Expence,  263. 

Eyre,  182.  250.  467.  531,  53  2. 
617. 

Eyflon,  180.  185.  22 8.  25 6. 
288,  289.  292. 


F. 


Fafiton,  84. 
io3* 

Fairfax,  165.  301,  302.  318. 

. 332.  39 7-  4j2.  5Q.  524- 

Fairfax,  301. 

Faldo,  1 15. 

Fall  land,  164.  318.  599. 
Falmouth,  628.  684. 

Falwefley,  5x8. 

Fane,  238.  531.  679. 

2 


Fane,  238. 

Fanhope,  13.  37.  39,  87 . 96.  J17. 

142. X55. 

Farborough,  646. 

Farendon,  500. 

Faringdon,  323.  334. 

Farmer,  266,  267. 

Farnham,  623. 

Farrer,  92.  102.  519,  520.  593 
61  x. 

Faukener,  602. 

Fayrey,  76. 

Fazakerly,  361,  note. 

Fell,  314.  382. 

Fenn,  53. 

Fenton,  285.  292. 

Fenton,  38. 

Fermanagh,  467.  470.  495.  510. 

542.  565.  647. 

Fermband,  520. 

Fermor,  108.  149.  392.  567. 
Ferrars,  60.  178.  241.  319.  373. 

387.  546.  552.  687. 
Ferrars,  241.  287.  627. 

Ferrers,  62,63.  r37*  6^3* 
Fettiplace,  179.  182.  187.  234. 
240.  247.  252.  260.  265. 
288.  306,  307.  311,  312. 
314,  315.  326.  360.  361., 
3<55-  369-  374-  3So.  441. 
Fetto,  656. 

Field,  63.  72.  no.  427.  608. 
Fielding,  331. 

Fiennes,  406.  452.  659. 

Filiol,  545. 

Finaunce,  100,  J34. 

Finch,  247.  406.  62 5. 

Fines,  666. 

F ingall,  xSo.  251.  361.  444. 
Finmore,  294.  342.  649. 
Firmband,  it.  42.  100.  520. 
Filher,  33.  69, .70.  84.  87.  ior, 
1 19.  236.  303.  382. 
Fitchet,  304. 

Fitz,  X26. 

Fitz-Alan,  534.  580.  605. 
Fitz-Anfculf,  178.  391.  466. 
612. 

Fitz  Bernard,  494.  550. 
Fitz-Count,  163.  393.  533.586. 

654.  675. 

Fitz-Euftace,  629. 

Fitz-Garret,  141. 

Fitz-Gerald,  251.  610. 
Pitz-Herbert,  258. 

Fitz- Hugh,  150.  554.  657, 

Fitz- Hugh,  266 

Fitz -Jeffery, 
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Fitz-Jeffery,  12.  41.  69.  124, 
129.  140.  662. 

Fitz-John,  544.  623. 
Fitz-Maurice,  676. 

Fitz-Neale,  1 

or  S»5°9.  516,  51 7. 
Fitz-Nigel,  J 
Fitz-Nicholas,  652. 

Fitz-Otes,  46. 

Fitz-Other,  178.  431. 466.  531. 

360.  6S7. 

Fitz  Parnell,  295. 

Fitz-Piers,  387.  496.  504. 

Fitz- Richard,  84.  87.  238.  308. 
Fitz-Rolf,  178. 

Fitzroy,  1 81.  433. 

Fitz-Walter,  263. 

Fitz-Warren,  74.  121.178,179. 
21c,  211.  234.  307,  308. 
407,  408,  409. 

Fitz-Warren,  407,  408. 
Fitz-William,  102.  120. 

Fitz- William,  38. 

Fleetwood,  60.  116.  501.  334, 
.335.  557.  607.  662. 
Fleming,  312,  313. 

Flitwick,  100. 

Flory,  348. 

Floyer,  109. 

Folham,  24S. 

Foliot,  138. 

Folkflone,  182.  264-  3 2 7* 
Fonnerau,  238. 

Foot,  433. 

Ford,  343. 

Forman,  222,  324.  596. 

Forfter,  179.  182.  2T3.  230, 
231.  246.  270,  271.  281. 
3i3-  369-  37s-  413-  437- 
Fort  Le,  91.^ 

Fortefcue,  399.  413.  468.  471, 

472-  495-  3.53-  573-  6iCb 
61 1.  629.  663.  668. 
Fortefcue,  5 S3. 

Fofley,  76. 

Forfter,  508.  633.  685. 
Fountain,  3S3. 

Fowke,  333. 

Fowler,  103.  141.  344-  467- 
498.  524.  326.  328.  621. 
632,  633.  645.  687. 

Fox,  32.  123.  344.  373. 

Foxley,  247.  249.  627. 

Francis,  82. 

Francis,  I.  King  of  France,  420. 
Frank,  633. 

Franklin,  17.  61.  103,  106.  132. 


Franklyn,  41.  119.  123. 
Frankys,  643. 

Fray,  682. 

Freake,  264. 

Frecheville,  427. 

Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  331. 

• 647. 

Fredewald,  302. 

Freeman,  132.  351.  46S.  362. 
Freemantle,  473.  300. 
Fremband,  42. 

Frethorne,  239. 

Friend,  579. 

Frogatt,  363. 

Frognall,  348. 

Fromont,  683. 

Fulgeres,  651,  632. 

Fuller,  146,  147.  237.  247.  386. 

3S8.  319.  669. 

Fur  nival,  361. 

Furye,  369. 

Fynderne,  260. 

Fylke,  119.  281. 

Fyflier,  314. 

Fytton,  381. 

G. 

Gabbit,  183.  370. 

Gage,  221.  230.  431.  317.  6io* 
Gage,  61 1. 

Gainjborough , 520.  393- 
Gale,  403. 

Gallini,  186.  287.  443,  446. 
Gallis,  433. 

Gardiner,  47,  48.  403.  534.  381. 
Gargate,  533. 

Garrard,  310.  331.  63 7. 
Garftin,  16.  91. 

Garth,  553. 

Garway,  248. 

Gafcelyn,  236. 

Gafcoigne,  47.  64,  65.  80.  96. 
Gaftrell,  283. 

Gatefdon,  321. 

Gatifden,  591. 

Gauden,  230. 

Gavefton,  23S.  387.  393. 
Gawdy,  273. 

Gay,  442.  5S6. 

Gayer,  637. 

Gee,  597. 

Geering,  272. 

George  III.  King,  300.  420. 
George,  Prince  of  Denmark,  434. 
George,  266. 

Gerard,  500,  301.  523. 

Gerbier,  273.  286. 
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Gernon,  594. 

Gery,  16.  36.  79,  80.  133.  140. 
311. 

Gibbard,  13  1. 

Gibbins,  118. 

Gibbon,  327,  52S. 

Gibbs,  642/ 

Gibwen,  396.  602. 

Giffard,  10.  78.  262,  263.  293. 
466,  467.  469.  49S,  499. 
311.  520.  322.  323,  326. 

536.  34i-  546.  553-  575- 
378,  379.  609,  610,  611. 
626,  627.  630.  632.  662, 
663.  665.  672,  673. 
Gifford,  33.  224.  373. 381.  643. 
Gilbert,  343.  646. 

Giles,  407.  427.  6S3. 

Gill,  682. 

Gilo,  4 66. 

Gilpin,  67.  93. 

Girund,  467.  553.  363. 
Glcnorchy,  85. 

Glover,  366. 

Gloucejler,  36.  107.  IT3.  138. 
141.  149.  220.  276.  293. 

33o-  372-  374-  395-  4H- 
418,  note.  427.  432,  433. 
437-  568-  599-  655. 
Gobion,  94.  136. 

Goddard,  249.  297.  6S3. 
Godfrey,  290. 

Godolphin,  559.  361.  638. 
Godolphin,  471.  561.  622.  638, 
639- 

Godolphy-n,  3x4. 

Godric,  614. 

Godwin,  230.  442. 

Godwyn,  230. 

Golafre,  210.  227.  234.  281, 
282.313. 

Golding,  185.  301;  380. 
Goldington,  106.  393. 
Goldfmith,  136. 

Goldfworthy,  248. 

Goodall,  473.  330,  551. 
Goodlake,  183.  310.  684. 
Goodman,  434. 

Goodrich,  527. 

Gcodryngton,  234. 

Goodwin,  105.  137.  469.  532. 
547.  653,  656.  664,  663.. 
669,  670,  671. 

Goodyer,  281.  414. 

Gooftrey,  607. 

Gordon,  211.  282. 

Gore,  331.  336.  604. 

Gorfyn,  314. 


Gorges, 
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Gorges,  616. 

Gollwick,  12  15.  33.  4 6,  47, 
48.  71.  78  88,  Sg.  126. 
149,  130,  15 1. 

Gott,  474,  535. 

Gould,  225.  386. 

Gower,  1S4.  238.  301.  335. 
Gower,  301,  note.  497.  539. 
Gowran,  14.  38. 

Grace,  233. 

Graham,  241. 

Grandifon,  307. 

Grange,  500. 

Granger,  374. 

Grant,  186.  406. 

Granville,  93. 

Granville,  93. 

Graves,  230. 

Gray,  71.  383,  note.  423.  557. 

609.  638. 

Cireaves,  495. 

Green,  80.  126  396.  428.  657. 
672. 

Greenaway,  289. 

Greene,  594. 

Greeneway,  607. 

Greenhill,  553. 

Greenway,  582.  594. 
Greenwood,  553. 

Greeve,  299. 

Gregory,  86.  498.  569. 
Grenville,  433.  467.  470.  473. 
563-  567-  699-  64i-  643. 
66 5.  673,  674.  687. 
Grenville,  470.  532.  579. 
Greffiam,  293. 

Greflev,  543. 

Grevell,  271. 

Greville,  389.  538. 

Grey,  11.  14.  37.  60.  84,  85,  86, 
87,  88,  89,  90,  91.  93.  99. 
joi.  1 147.  125,  126,  127. 
136.  150.  238.  353.  371. 
287.  404.  <00.  511,  312. 

5 15-  52°-  534-  54^-  628, 
629,  630.  644.  662.  674. 
687,  688. 

Grey,  11,  14.  78.  84,  85.  96. 
113.  127.  131.  143.  155. 
235-  a64-  330-  404-  49 J* 
510,  511,  512,  513.  339. 
592.  629.  662,  6 63. 
Greyllock,  80. 

Griffith,  323.  415.  632.  656. 
Grocyn,  612. 

Grofvenor , 619,  note. 

Grove,  409. 

Grubb,  468.  474.  382.  627, 


Guildford,  545.  646. 

Guildford , 47,  note. 

Guile,  40,  41 . 599. 

Gtiife,  279. 

Gumble,  677. 

Gumley,  552. 

Gundulph,  566. 

Gunning,  688. 

Gurney,  102.  103. 

Gwynn,  432. 

Gyfford,  543. 

H. 

Racket,  543,  346. 

Haddon,  393. 

Hagar,  140. 

Hakcborne,  369. 

Hakeville,  493.  639. 

Hale,  81,  433. 

Hales,  222.  557.  339. 

Halifax,  593. 

Hall,  267.  347.  350.  554. 
Hallet,  167.  183.  277.  440. 
Hallings,  8S. 

Halfey,  41.  637. 

Halltead,  379. 

Ha’ton,  379. 

Hamblen,  298. 

Hamilton,  331.  411.  613,  614. 
Hammond,  69,  642.  6S0. 
Hamond,  183.  413. 

Hampden,  279.  451.  467.  470. 
308.  323.  536.  331.  533. 

5/0.  571-  574.  575-  58°- 
588,  589.  592.  607.  626. 
635.  659.  667.  670. 
Hampden,  14,  13.  56.  6x.  66. 
69.  134.  467.  470.  370, 
571.  580.  589,  626.  659, 
660. 

Hampfon,  470,  471.  646,  647. 
658. 

Hanchet,  680. 

Handlo,  516. 

Hanger,  249. 

Hankeford,  286.  308.  407.  409. 
Hanley,  234. 

Hanmer,  472.  474.  494.  619, 

note.  630.  632. 

Hannes,  361. 

Hanfcomb,  672. 

Hanflape,  571.  597. 

Hanfted,  493. 

Harbert,  283. 

Harbord,  548. 

Harcourt,  185.  213.  263.  415. 
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656.  68x. 

Harcourt,  293.  294.  438,  note, 
Hardinge,  544. 

Hardwicke,  83,  86, 

Hardwood,  5 ox. 

Hare,  334,  535. 

Hareng,  648,  660. 

Harman,  or  Hamilton,  140. 
Harneys,  118. 

Harold,  13.  86.  91. 

Harpeden,  311. 

Harper,  52,  33,  34,  53.  63/. 
Harrington,  184.  4x4.  534. 

H arris,  94.  131.  332.  435.  530. 
608. 

Harrifon,  281.  301,  302.  349. 
512. 

Hart,  86.  226.  410,  41 1. 
Hartley,  179.  253.  321.  337, 
358.  360.  382. 

Hartwell,  145. 

Harvey,  17.  33.  119,  120.  414. 

472.  590- 

Harwood,  6x3. 

Hafcard,  638,  639. 

Hafelden,  or  Hazelden,  12.  88. 
Haftings,  62.  66.  69.  86.  101. 

27 3-  4I6-  467-  494*  5°°- 
322.  532.  550.  383.  392. 
598.  620.  633.  638,  639. 
661. 

Hajlings,  60.  108.  373.  427. 
638.  639. 

Hatch,  374.  438.  630. 

Hatford,  291. 

Hatten,  3 13. 

Hatton,  237.  497.  636. 

Haute,  28x.  359. 

Haverlham,  576. 

Haverfham,  470.  471.  576. 
Haviland,  6x9. 

Hawes,  323,  326.  600. 
Hawkins,  106.  163.  221.  227, 
226.  369. 

Hawley,  240. 

Hawtrcy,  363.  332.  535.  577. 
593- 

Haycock,  337. 

Haydock,  313.  650. 

Hayes,  248.  263 . 406.  645. 

Hay  ter,  233. 

Hayton,  316. 

Hayward,  194.  2 <2.  281.  287. 

Hazelden,  88. 

Hazell,  353. 

Head,  179.  183.  185.  263.  303, 

324- 

Heane, 


I 


N A 

Heane,  217.  219. 

Heard,  422,  nolt. 

Hearne,  407. 

Heath,  288. 

Heavylide,  352. 

Hebbes,  5 1 5. 

Heberdcn,  435. 

Hele,  71. 

Hen,  570. 

Hene  or  Henne,  436,  437. 
Heneage,  262.  590. 

Hengift,  217. 

Henley,  15.  148. 

Henn,  182. 

Henry , T,  King,  28.  73-  76.  178. 
211.  220.  328.  334.  414. 
416.  423. 

Henry  II.  King,  250.  329.  385, 
note.  4x6.  522. 

Henry  III.  King,  206.220.  277. 

329.  423.  466.  522. 

Henry  IV.  King,  13.  242.  277. 
410. 

Henry  V.  King,  221.  242. 

Henry  VI.  King,  74.  220.  425. 
429. 

Henry  VII.  King,  38.  345,  346. 

419.  426.  428.  430. 

Henry  VIII.  King,  13.  38.  40. 

59-  71-  75-  *oR-  33°-  42°- 
425,  426.  428.  528. 
Herbhaw,  258,  259. 

Heraclius,  329. 

Herbert,  76.  267.  320.  567, 

589- 

Herbert , 387. 

Herclond,  208.  444. 

Herdfon,  314. 

Hereford , 294.  497.  6x9. 
Hertford,  511.  386.  684. 

Herne,  108.  xio.  183.  240.  248. 
433- 

Herfcbell,  634.  ■ 

Hertrugge,,  305. 

Hervey,  65.  70.  Si.  xoo.  T29. 

*4°-  395-  54 r- 

Hefdin,  142.  3x7. 

HefTe,  87. 

Hetherington,  560,  361. 
Hewitt,  279. 

Heylin,  224. 

Heywood,  593.  628. 

Hibbert,  473.  333. 

Hickman,  647. 

Hicks,  473.  319. 

Higgins,  16.  343. 

Hilderiley,  95.  303. 

Hildefley,  or  Hmey,  3c;. 
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Hiley,  347. 

Hill,  86.  126.  304.  389.  468. 
348.  654.  661. 

Hillerfdon,  yi.  81,  82.  95.  387. 
633. 

Hillefdon,  374. 

Hillfborough , 652. 

Hilfey,  303. 

Hinch'mbrooke , 393. 

Hinde,  89.  281.  474.  368. 
Hindleg,  136. 

Hippefley,  184.  309,  310,  note. 
410. 

Hitch,  137. 

Hoare,  474.  638. 

Hobart,  344.  373.  390.  600. 
Hobart , 469. 

Hobbefhor.t,  308. 

Hoby,  182.  243.  364. 
Hoddefdon,  104. 

Hodenge,  360.  687. 
Hodgkinfon,  233,  note. 

Hodgfon,  142. 

Hoefe,  or  Hufe,  280. 

Holbeach,  36.  362.  669. 
Holderticfs , 132.  427.  608. 
Holland,  37.  1S4.  233.  289. 

440.  458.542.  547.565.  639. 
Holland,  305.  308.  366.  369. 

397-  4r4-  511- 
Hollier,  598.  687. 

Holrovd,  6x8. 

Holt, '140.  230.  345.  597. 

Hoi  well,  230.  26t. 

Holyman,  547. 

Home,  92. 

Honey  wood,  87.  427. 

Honrver,  106. 

Hoo,  11.  108.  1 10,  XII. 

Hoo,  10S. 

Hook,  54. 

Hooke,  380,  3S1.  578. 

Hooker,  552. 

Hooton,  613. 

Hopkins,  185.  2 36.  262.  29c. 
388,  389.  474.  535.  617. 
664.  684. 

Hopper,  597.  633. 

Hopfon,  239,  240. 

Horne,  84.  672. 

Hort,  4/2. 

Horton.  357.  555. 

Hory,  446. 

Hotham,  381. 

Hotbnm , 381. 

Houblon,  186.  245.  256,  525. 
390.  4*2.  413. 

Houchons,  or  Hutchings,  222. 
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Hough,  378. 

Houton,  47. 

Howard,  65.  150.  x8i.  281. 

358.  636,  637.  640. 
Howard,  182.  352. 

Howe,  1 44. 

Howe,  572. 

Howell,  62.  570. 

Hucks,  167,  316.  398,  399. 
Huddleflon,  185.  248. 

Hudfon,  536.  568. 

Hugford,  576. 

Hughes,  312. 

Huit,  130. 

Hulcote,  252,  253. 

Humet,  626,  665. 

Humfrey,  244. 

Humphreys,  556. 

Hungerford,  180.  261.295,  296, 
297,  298.  342.  407.  467. 
494.  522.  532.  550.  59S. 
635.  639.  661. 

Hungerford,  296,  297.  639. 
Hunfdon , 1 15.  375.  526. 

Hunt,  129.  321.  361.  435.  563. 

657.  668. 

Hunter,  184.  361,  362. 
Himtercombe,  155,  531.  560. 
Huntingdon,  37-  81  • 101  • *35- 
237.  289.  360.  393.  522. 
532.  635.  638. 

Huntred,  435. 

Hufbands,  268,  269  . 

Hufe,  or  Huffie,  2S0.  297.  316. 
Hufiey,  267.  3 66. 

Hutchinfon,  25  2. 

Hutton,  609. 

Huxley,  79. 

Hyde,  223,224.271,272.302. 
3 26.  559.  361.  370,  371. 
383. 

Hynde,  577,  578.  . 


I. 

Illingworth,  49,  note. 

Ina,  King,  245. 

Inchiquin,  646. 

Inge,  149. 

Ingelo,  559. 

Ingleton,  491.  501.  631,  note, 
634.  648,  649.  67 2. 

Ingiis,  15.  1 18. 

Ingold&y,  420.  471.  327,528. 

55°- 

Inkpen,  504. 

"!'by>  473-  53--  S/7-  586- 

Ireland, 
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Ireland , 277. 

Iremonger,  105”. 

Irencelter,  48. 

Ireton,  109. 

Ifaacfon,  658. 

Ifabel,  Queen,  379. 

I(bury,  21 1 . 309. 

I flier  wood,  186.  414,  415.  435. 
Iveri,  178.  326.  466.  585.  625. 

648. 660. 

Ives,  586. 

Iwarby,  325.  377. 


J- 

Jackfon,  (58. 

James  I.  King,  2S5.  330.  335. 

340.  430.  459.  51 1. 

James  II.  King,  302.  333.  420. 
428. 

James,  163.  1S2,  183.  238.  25S. 
259.  265.  387.  298.  306. 
316.  324.  378.  402.  517. 
674. 

Jarponville,  650. 

Jeamfon,  628. 

Jekyl,  565. 

Jefferies,  109.  471.  563.  653, 

654-  675. 

Jefferies,  47 1 . 

Jemmet,  2S0.  303,  306. 

Jenkins,  42.  349. 

Jenkinfon,  59S. 

Jc-nkyns,  397.  419. 

Jennings,  12.  90.  144.  290.  341. 

378. 

Jerningham,  273.  289.  334. 

S31, 

Jervoife,  468.  474.  62S. 

JeYs>  349* 

John , King,  74.  163.  329.  366. 

•394.416,417.451.572. 
J/Ws,  King  of  France,  418. 
421. 

John,  King  of  Portugal,  360. 
Johnfon,  15.  52.  109.  11S.  144. 
247,  note.  204  311.  341. 
518.  529.  554.  6 16.  63  I. 
Johntton,  415. 

Jolliffe,  91. 

Jones,  237.  283.  305.  308.351. 

392.  413.  688. 

Jonfon,  109. 

Jordan,  436.  491.  549. 

Jourdan,  88. 

Junius,  426. 


Juftice,  185,  186.  213.  384. 

441- 


K. 

Katharine,  396.  (See  Catha- 
rine.) 

Keate,  303.  313. 

Keck,  314.  685. 

Kederminfter,  590,  591. 

Keith,  55. 

Kelly,  38.  292.  405. 

Kempenfelt,  185.  299,  300. 
Kemeys,  369. 

Kemys,  494. 

Kendrick,  182.  322.  339.  341. 

349»  35°>  35 1 - 3y9- 
Kennet,  303.  585. 

Kenrick,  570. 

Kenfmgton,  262. 

Kent,  II.  13.  33.  37.  40.  70. 
84,  85,  S6,  87.  90,  91. 
127.  135.  376.  387.  415. 
512.  520.659. 

Kent,  388.  433.  642. 

Kenulf,  369.  3S3. 

Keppell,  263 . 428. 

Keryell,  304. 

Keynes,  519.  606J 
Kidgell,  554. 

Kidwelly,  244.  440. 

Killegrew,  153. 

Kilpin,  597. 

Kimber,  322. 

Kinewulf,  160.  219.  220.  438. 
King,  123.  249.  425.  472.  480. 

56 7-  587-  59°-  640.  673. 
676.  679.  680. 

Kingflev,  130. 

Kingfmill,  236. 

Kingilon,  21 1.  259.  260.  280. 
Klngjlon,  572. 

Kinnaird,  240. 

Kinnoul,  573. 

Kirby,  3 1 6. 

Kirk,  634. 

Knapp,  474.  597.  629. 

Knight,  260.  352.  3S8.  572. 
Knightley,  576. 

Knolles,  181.  262.  284.  374. 
685. 

Knollys,  185.  335.  341,  342. 

437-  659- 
Knollys,  96. 

Knowles,  183.  437. 

Knox,  301. 

Kyine,  107. 


Kynbell,  95. 
Kyrke,  136. 


L. 

Lacy,  70.  235.  237.  251.  265. 

337.  442.  608. 

Lake,  155.  442.  50c. 

Lake,  500. 

Laken,  249.  263. 

Lambard,  498.  52 6.  528. 
Lambert,  137.  436,  note. 
Lamplow,  442. 

Lancajler,  138,  139.  163.  242. 
283.  295.  298.  330.  395. 
419.  526. 

Lane,  109.  568.  572.  580,  581. 

634.  653. 

Lanefley,  262. 

Lanfranc,  566. 

Langele,  417. 

Langford,  161.  178.  233.  236. 
238.  246.  365.  287.  290. 
554- 

Langham,  237. 

Langley,  15.  94.  312.  476.  494. 
Langfton,  474.  533,  534.  575, 
576.  583. 622. 

Langton,  45.  81.  294. 

Lannoy,  59. 

Lanfdown , 676. 

Lafcelles,  653. 

Latimer,  47.  57.  61.  64.  126. 

. *38,  139-  *54-  S38'  545* 

Latimer , 46. 

Latton,  244.  306,  307. 

Laud,  229.  339.  343.  345,  346, 

347  • 35°-  434-  436-  443- 

605.  637,  note. 

Lauderdale,  420. 

Launcelyn,  71. 

Law,  185.  249. 

Lawley,  10S,  109. 

Lawrence,  471.  6 69. 

Lawfon,  117. 

Le  Defpencer,  679,  680.  . 

Le  Fort,  91. 

Le  Maire,  430. 

Le  Marchant,  677,  678,  note. 

Le  Poore,  439. 

Lea,  542.  632. 

Leach,  83.  136. 

Leader,  500. 

Leaver,  316. 

Leche,  349. 

Ledet,  138,  J 
Ledwell,  556.  589. 

Ledvvieh, 
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Ledwich,  602. 

Lee,  42.  94.  13 1.  22 3.  241. 
324.  468.  470,  471,  472. 
474.  475-  491*  5°°*  511- 
55°*  571*  574.  575-  603. 
623,  624.  640.  681. 

Leeds , 47,  361,  622.  638, 

639- 

Lefevre,  636. 

Legh,  240. 

Legoe,  606. 

Leicejler , 43.  47,  note,  74.  107. 
233.  270.  293.  305.  4x7. 
446.  509.  561.  380.  607. 
643.  631. 

Leigh,  16,  x 7.  47.  72.  103,  104, 
103.  387.  624.  632,  633. 
Leigh , 104.  624. 

Leighton,  93. 

Leinfier,  470* 

Lenham,  231. 

Lennard,  647. 

Lenox , 93.  96. 

Lenthall,  1S1.  240.  419. 

Lenton,  346. 

Leofllan,  476. 

L’Eftrange,  242.  660. 

Levinz,  121.  128. 

Lewes,  639.  679,  680. 

Lewin,  299. 

Lewis,  the  Dauphin,  74.  394. 
Lewis,  104.  317.  685, 
Leyborne,  297. 

Leybourne,  82.  33 o. 

Leycelter,  186.  267. 

Leynham,  388,  3 89.  382.  627. 
Liebenrood,  183.  326.  389. 
Limbrey,  341. 

Limerick , 606. 

Linchlade,  395* 

Lincoln,  13 1. 

Lincoln , 233.  237.  2S2.  337. 
4x8,  note.  423.  442.  444. 
608. 

Lind,  210,  note. 

Lindegreen,  437. 

Lindores,  182.  248. 

Lindfey,  420.  374. 

Linford,  630. 

Linnefey,  440. 

Linton,  339. 

Lille,  239,  239.  277.  293.  312. 

355-  66l- 

Lijle,  371. 

Lifter,  96. 

Lifures,  3x6. 

Litchfield , 470,  471.  623. 

Little,  222,  note , 227. 
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Littleton,  163. 

Litton,  433. 

Livefay,  123.  15 1. 

Livingus,  204,  3S2. 

Livius,  48.  X02. 

Llewellyn,  676. 

Lloyd,  87.  246.  344.  390.  474. 

380.  386. 

Lockey,  349. 

Lockman,  20 6. 

Lockwood,  83. 

Lodeer,  183,  186.  232,  2K3. 

29°.  294.  303.  3x4. 
Loftin,  601. 

London,  283.  334.  398.  414. 

3°2. 

Londres,  283. 

Long,  102.  133  303.  609. 
Longchamp,  416. 

Longefpee,  142.  233.  237.303. 
363.  608. 

Longland,  339.  670. 
Longueville,  60.  85.  132.  471. 

637.  668,  669.  674. 
Lonfdale,  388. 

Lord,  333. 

Loreyne,  446. 

Loring,  33.  66.  67.  366. 
Loughton,  597. 

Lovaine,  416. 

Loveday,  406. 

Loveden,  181.  184.  194.  233, 
256.  282.  374.  684. 

Lovell,  521,  522.  342.  628.  671. 
Lovell , 305.  311.  671. 

Lovelace,  299,  300. 

Lovelace,  144.  182.  299,  300. 

35  594- 

Lovet,  17S. 

Lovett,  81.  467.  472.  310.  631, 
632. 

Lowe,  100.  344.  630. 

Lowndes,  338.  46S.  473,  474. 

502-  537.  53S’  545-  565* 
372.  373.  629.  648.  662, 
663.  668.  672. 

Lowthef,  427. 

Lucas,  64.  85.  443.  617.  633. 

688. 

Lucas,  ix.  14.  60.  70.  84,  85. 
87.  89.  90,  91,  92,  93,  94. 
136.  376. 

Lucy,  no.  404.  416.  473.  536. 
547.  576.  388.  393.  397. 
684. 

Luder,  39S. 

Luke,  3.  71.  72.  92.  332.  612. 
Lulhington,  182.  685. 
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Lybbe,  323. 

Lyford,  324.  374.  388. 

Lynd,  342. 

Lynn,  389. 

Lyon,  224.  383. 

Lyfons,  47,  note. 

Lytcott,  289. 

Lyttelton,  660. 

Lytton,  136. 

M. 

Macauley,  241. 

Macclesfield,  381. 

Mac  Connell,  183.  341. 
Mackanefs,  .336. 

Mackay,  183.  413. 

Macqueen,  16.  97.  127. 
Mackreth,  323. 

Maddifon,  33.  73. 

Magnaville,  or  Mandeville,  299. 
Maigno,  or  Maignon,  332.  617. 
Mainwaring,  246. 

Major,  622. 

Malet,  622. 

Mallet,  581. 

Malmjhury,  331,  352. 

Malore,  93. 

Malt,  390. 

Malthus,  245.  347, 

Maltravers,  260. 

Malyns,  325. 

Manchefier,  2,  230.  318.  639. 
Mandeville,  67.  178.  466.  496. 
Manfeld,  647. 

Manley,  380. 

Mann,  360. 

Manners,  332.  621. 

Manfell,  304.  474.  392.  631. 
Mansfeld,  386. 

March,  320.  373.  344.  346. 
Marefchall,  47.  107.  142.  286. 
Markham,  73. 

Marlborough,  12.  13.  46,  47.  71. 
1 14.  126.  130,  131.  249. 

299.  360.  413,  421.  432. 

469.  332,  333.  388.  390. 
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N. 

Napier,  13.  32.  108,  109,  no. 

232-  596,  597- 

Nafh,  591. 

Neale,  347.  342.  383.  672. 
Neate,  1S4.  241. 

Neile,  403. 

Nelfon,  180.  187.  256,  2(7. 
Nettleihip,  639. 

Neville,  13.  41.  46.  37,  61.  64. 
124.  126.  139.  134.  179. 
242.  301.  361.  372.  379. 
404.  410.  41 1.  432.  442. 
322.  330.  333.  343.  364. 
599.  612.  633.  66 7. 
Neville,  383.  386. 

Newcajlle,  60. 

Newcome,  226.  230. 
Newdegate,  or  Newdigate,  92, 

93-  96.  541.592; 

Newenham, 


NAMES  AND  TITLES. 


Newenbam,  495. 

Neweton,  466. 

Newhaven,  16.  468.  498.  339* 
552- 

Newman,  103. 

Newmarch,  573. 

Newton,  284.  593. 

Nicholl,  616.  669. 

Nicholls,  674.  680. 

Nicolls,  38,  39.  137, 

Nield,  604.  672. 

Niger,  72. 

Nivernois,  417. 

Noble,  534. 

Nodes,  95.  134.  136. 

Noel,  3x9,  note.  520.  593. 
Noke,  363,  364. 
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Orlebar,  16.  83,  84.  123.  127. 
131.  520. 

Ormond,  44 6.  302*.  304.  632. 
Orrery,  532.  647. 

Ofborn,  13.  34.  63,  64.  68.  93. 
1 16.  683 . 

Olborne,  535.  561.  582.  622. 

638,  639.  651.  662. 
Otewell,  607. 
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St.  John,  xi.  14.  41.  48.  36.  58, 
39,  60.  69.  80. 83,  84.  iox, 
102.  116.  129.  140.  152. 
i36.-i86.  cSr.  325.' 361, 
377.  384. 589. 

St.  John,  14.  39,  60.  70.  72.  84. 
116.  128.  131.  141.  323. 
589. 

St.  Leger,  21 1,  272.  427.  596. 
612. 

St.  Li?,  623. 

St.  Oiith,  502. 

St.  Philibert,  or  St.  Philbert, 

247-  273-  377* 

St.  Philibert , 255.  27 3.  2S8. 

St.  Walery,  40.  233.  294.  417* 
6 25.  648.  660. 

St.  IValery,  266: 

Salifbury,  yco.  600.  617. 
Salijbury,  96.  130.  142.  233.  237. 
242.  267.  305.  365.  387. 
417.  419.  421.  468.  499, 
500.  508. 333.  608.  654. 
Salmon,  153. 

Salter,  248.  561.  587.  682. 
Sambourn,  237.  263.  377. 
Sambroke,  1 36. 

Sancroft,  631. 

Sandby,  413.  777, 

Sanders,  647. 

Sandford,  440. 

Sandon,  37 6. 

Sandwich,  149. 

Sandwich,  353.  393. 

Sandy,  396. 

Sandys,  79.  283.  337.  603.641. 
Sandys,  79.  82.  240.  263.  297. 
369.. 

Sankye,  334. 

Sannerville,  83. 

Sante,  218. 

Sapcote,  384 

Saunders,  42.  12,5,  124.  238, 
39°'  535*  5^9-  603.6x9.638. 
Saunderlon,  115. 

Savage,  3S0.  648. 

Savile,  301. 

Saville,  559,  360. 

Sawbridge,  413. 

Sawyer,  131.  1S3.  405,  406. 
Saxton,  184.  272.  283.  313. 
Say,  123.  343. 

Say  and  Se/e,  366.  622. 

Sayer,  236.  312.468.  473.  Jio„ 
531- 

Scawen,  382. 


Schomherg% 
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Schomberg , 397. 

Schorne,  603. 

Schutz,  40.  103.  613. 

Sclater,  103. 

Scoolt,  284.  683. 

Scot,  503.  505.  51S.  -675. 

Scott,  183  380.  473.  492.  568. 
'605. 

Scroggs,  312. 

Scrope,  138.  568,  369,  370. 
Scrope , 368. 

Scudamore,  560. 

Scudamore,  634. 

Scare,  468.  536.  342.  376,  377. 
- 604.  686. 

Scflon,  640. 

Segrave,  618. 

Segrave,  619. 

Selby,  474.  563.  373.  629.  630. 

638.  66 2.  668.  672. 

Selden,  83. 

Selman,  333. 

Selfea,  388. 

Serjeant,  330,  351.  3S9. 

Settle,  77. 

Sever,  556. 

Sewell,  99,  100. 

Seymour,  Si.  185,  186.  219. 
31°.  313.  354.  391.  471. 

537*  59°,  J91- 
Seymour,  264. 

Shard,  185.  437. 

Snarington,  256. 

Sharow,  681. 

Sharrock,  495. 

Shaw,  306. 

Sheafe,  298.  413. 

Sheffield,  469. 

Sheffield,  61 8. 

Shelburne,  483.  675,  676,  6 77. 
Sheldon,  88. 

Shclford,  380. 

Sheppard,  390.  467-  547- 555- 
594.  648,  649.  658. 
Sherborn,  346. 

Sherwood,  284.  292. 

Shipley,  119. 

Shipman,  593. 

Shippery,  260. 

Shipwalh,  568. 

Shirley,  325. 

Shone,  63. 

Shore,  360. 

Shortford,  323. 

Shottelbroke,  366; 

Shrewjbury,  40.  86.  255.  3°^- 

365.  371.  466.  361.  661. 
Shrimpton,  676. 


INDEX  OF 

Shuldham,  68 r. 

Shute,  366,  367. 

Sibbald,  1 S3.  382. 

Sibthorpe,  643. 

Sldmoulh,  381. 

Sidney,  371.  631. 

Siffrewail,  287. 

Sill,  660. 

Silver,  41 1. 

Simmonds,  683. 

Sinclair,  420. 

Sifmey,  123. 

Skippon,  33 r.  452.  512,  517. 
Skipwith,  334. 

Skottowe,  337. 

Slack,  184.  248. 

Slayny,  120. 

Sloane,  215. 

Sloper,  186.  444. 

Slythurft,  607. 

Small,  473-  544;  545-  573-  576. 
Smallwode,  or  Smallwood,-  179. 
320. 

Smart,  140. 

Smith,  73.  So.  84.  119,  120. 
226.  233^  267.  269.  471. 

495-  545-  56 2 ■ S6 3>  6o4- 
623,  630.  634.  663,  66 4. 
670.  672.  681. 

Smyth,  137. 

Snagg,  47.  101.  106.  114. 

Snell,  38-3. 

Snow,  67. 

Somerfet,  426.  520. 

Somerfet,  38,  5;.  263,  264.  293. 

334-354-  426-  431-  529- 
544.  562.  386.  390.  678. 
. 684. 

Somery,  110.  178.  183.  245. 
263.  303,  304.  306.  374. 
391-  445-  4<56.  301.  336: 
581.  397.  612.  614,615. 
633.672. 

Sophia  of  Gioucefter,  Princefs, 
432. 

Sotwell,  387. 

Southam,  506. 

Southampton,  181.  387.  634. 
Southby,  179.  184.  186.  234. 

252>  253-  3°3- 
Southcot,  433. 

Southcote,  272.  3 34* 

Southey,  241. 

Southoufe,  126. 

Southwell,  545.  620. 

Sparke,  512,  513. 

Spec,  10.  36. 

Spencer,  13.  41.  71.  78,  114. 
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233-  3°4-  532'  553-  5S8. 
599. 6io  622.632.669.67  j. 
Spencer , 13.  38.  78.  106.  114. 
130.  135.  201.  304.  360. 

532-  553-  6oi.  632- 

Spenfer,  662. 

Sperling,  586. 

Sperlholt,  293. 

Spicer,  134.  347,  34S. 

Spiers,  3 16. 

Spigurnell,  69.  93. 

Spiller,  5S9. 

Spurgeon,  320. 

Squire,  79. 

Stackhoule,  239. 

Stafford,  141.  240.  246.  372. 
440.  469.  490.  496.  499. 
519,  520,  321,  322.  326, 
327.  341.  606.  609.  611. 
629.  630.  672. 

Stafford,  36.  283.  469. 

Stamford,  688. 

Stamp,  303. 

Standen,  233.  238.  442. 

Stanes,  392. 

Stanhope , 96.  381. 

Stanhope,  398.  468.  470.  300. 

53°-  554-  55 7-  566-  5>’°- 
655>  656-  666>  667. 
Stanley,  431. 

Stanfhaw,  33 7. 

Stanton,  118.  134.  321.  547. 
Stapleton,  316.  439,  note. 
Starkey,  433. 

Staveley,  311. 

Staverton,  170.  410.  445. 

St  ana  ell,  231. 

Stead,  1S3.  337. 

Steers,  368. 

Stephen,  King,  73.  163.  230. 
277»  3 28,  329.  393.  -416. 
383.  606. 

Stephens,  233-.  378. 

Stephenfon,  1S3.  383. 
Stepingley,  133. 

Stevens,  127.  184.  233.  240. 

246.  3 1 1 . 41 1.  368.  381. 
Stewart,  360. 

Stewkley,  249. 

Stigand,  593. 

Stillingfleet,  139. 

Stirling,  407. 

Stirling,  241.  608. 

Stockton,  267. 

Stodel,  664. 

Stoke,  633. 

Stokes,  234.  231.  374,  373. 
387.  425. 

Stone, 
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Stone,  127.  50a.  545,  546. 
Stonehoufe,  29 6,  297,  298. 
Stonhoufe,  183.  327,  328.  353. 
382.  549. 

Stonor,  255.  272.  353.  362. 
562.  6S1. 

Storer,  185.  325.  326.350. 
Stourton,  47,  note. 

Stovill,  65  t. 

Stow,  292. 

Strafford , 109.  144.  637. 

Strange,  237. 

Stratfold,  659. 

Stratton,  529. 

Strongbow,  469. 

Stuart,  182. 

Stuart,  1S2. 

Stukeley,  118. 

Style,  608. 

Styles,  410.  575. 

Suckling,  324.  574. 

Suffolk,  96.  104.  137.  181.  237. 
251,  252.  291.  324.  356. 
377.  426.  554.  602.  624. 
- 631.  633. 

Suckemond,  304. 

Sullivan,  474.  5S6,  387. 
Sumner,  532. 

Sunderland,  ] 64.  317-  5^8.  597* 
Sundon,  13.  138. 

Surrey,  666. 

Sujffex,  60.  81.  132.  647. 

Sutton,  245.  501.  595. 

Swain,  King  of  Denmark,  163. 
392- 

Swan,  597. 

Sward,  431.  522. 

Swift,  3x1.  642. 

Swinford,  1 39.  61 1 . 

Swynffiide,  491.  554. 

Sydenham,  580. 

Sydney,  97.  496. 

Sykes,  182.  238,  239. 

Symes,  592. 

Symmons,  532. 

Symonds,  227.  233.  335.  409. 


T. 

Talbot,  255,  256.  278.  365. 

371.  499.  561.  610.  66 1. 
Talbot,  360. 

Tame,  312. 

Tamworth,  65. 

Tanfield,  40.  124. 

Tankerville,  687. 

Tafburgh,  576. 


Tate,  257. 

Tatterfhall,  281. 

Tat  (hall,  354- 
Tavjlock,  97.  585. 

Tayler,  513. 

Taylor,  14.  40.  41.  69.  123. 

130.  629.  681. 

Teafdale,  229. 

Temple,  235.  471.  526,  note. 
338.  625.  632,  633.  640, 
64c,  642,  643.  647.  600. 
674. 

Temple,  469,  470.  529.  599. 

641. 

Teyes,  308. 

Teyes,  102. 

Thain,  54°- 

Thetd,  534.  606.  630,  631. 
Theobald,  406. 

Theodoric,  232. 

Thomond,  470.  646,  647. 
Thompfon,  88.  100,  iox.  246. 
341.  426.  470,  471.  57 6. 
596.  658.  680. 

Thorne,  34 3.  343,  346.  349. 
Thornhill,  371.  673. 

Thornton,  16.  60.  119.  130. 

683. 

Thoytts,  185.  377,  378. 
Throckmorton,  64.  129.  182. 
252>  253 . 364.  405.  625. 
643.  66r. 

Thurbane,  535. 

Thurloe,  501. 

Thurfby,  572. 

Tilney,  594. 

Tipper,  628. 

Tipping,  257,  258.  280.  388. 

391.  364.  583.  628. 
Tiptoft,  or  Tibtot,  56S.  621. 
Tirel-Morin,  474.  603.  66  7. 

688. 


aoaeni,  400. 
Togodumnus,  431 
Tomkins,  245.  4 
Tomlins,  495. 
Tomfon,  435. 
Tonbridge,  116. 
Tonfon,  248. 
Toomer,  195. 
Topham,  263.  3 
360. 

Torrington,  14. 

I33»  J34-  5s 
Totehili,  496. 
Tourney,  547.  65 
Tourville,  631,  n 


435- 

124. 
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Townfend,  47,  note.  255.  583. 

591-  674- 

To  wry,  437. 

Towfey,  226.  293. 

Travers,  430,  43  1 . 

Trally,  or  Traylly,  11,  54.  69. 

119,  120.  156.  598.  684. 
Trenchard,  185.  248. 

Trefilian,  610. 

Trevor,  16.  61. 69.  87/134.  501, 

5°2-  57°'  57*- 

Trevor,  15.  62. 

Trompeton,orTrompington,  60. 
Troughton,  373- 
Troutbeck,  674. 

Trcward,  56S. 

Trumbull,  285.  339. 

Truffell,  210.  212.  362,  363. 

403.  414.  436. 

Tudcr,  13.  58. 

Tull,  3 88. 

Tullefworth,  32.  141. 
Turbeville,  2 56,  266.  292.  365. 
Turner,  16.  43.  61.  124.  185. 

3I2>  3J3-  572- 
Turney,  495. 

Tumor,  1 18,  1 19. 

Tutton,  246. 

Turville,  618. 

Twiffe,  321. 

Twitty,  229. 

Tyes,  61. 

Tyldefley,  53 1. 

Tynte,  583. 

Tyringham,  123.  *23.  467.  547. 
556.  617.  629.  633.  665. 
672. 

Tyrrell,  3 74. 467. 47 1 . 30 1.  533 . 
566.  572.  594.  615.  63  r, 
note.  633,  634.  648,  649. 
672. 

Tytley,  601. 

U. 

Ufford,  47. 

Ufton,  391. 

Ulward,  317. 

Umpton,  or  Unton,  243.  233. 
277,  278,  279.  291.  360, 
36 1.  365. 

' Upper-OJfory , 14.  17.  36.  38,  39. 
36.  87.  96,  97.  106.  118. 
135* 

Upton,  5S8. 

Urfwick,  427. 

Ulher,  615. 
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Uthwatt,  474.  596.  613. 
Uvedale,  291. 

Uxbridge,  254.  376  586.  600. 


V. 

Vache,  534. 

Vachell,  180.  332.  3.34.  337. 

3+°>  34 349-  362. 

Valence,  60.  364,  365.  373.  407. 

418,  note.  499.  536. 

Valpy,  346,  347.  375. 
Vandermeulen,  137. 

Vanhagen,  613,  614. 

Vanhattem,  550,  551. 

Vanlore,  182.  292.  389. 
Vanfittart,  183,  184,  185,  186. 
212.  243,  244.  247.  263. 
280.  336.  362.  404,  405, 
406. 

Vaughan,  119.  165.  644. 

Vaux,  69.  79.  137.  149.  534. 

392.  632,  633. 

Vaux , 66,  69.  79.  1 21. 

Vavafor,  624.  674. 

Venn,  419. 

Ventris,  63. 

Verdon,  4 66.  561. 

Vere,  259.  277.  287.  363.  403, 
note.  501.  533.  537.  595. 
605.  643,  644.  658.  663. 
Verney,  270.  412.  467.  470, 

471-  495-  525»  52<5-  543- 
549.  610,  611.  631.  675. 
Z7” erney,  412.  471.  5 10.327.  543. 
647. 

Vernon,  90,  91.  241.  493.  619. 
Verulam,  83. 

Vieuville,  641. 

Vigerous,  40. 

Viiliers,  104.  469.  471.  510. 
5 12-  53i-  SIS-  636.  662. 
668. 

Viiliers , 469,  470.  636. 

Vipont,  676. 

Virley,  674. 

Vis  de  Lou,  178.  363.  371. 
Voffius,  426. 

Vyfe,  640.  1 

W. 

Wade,  13. 

Waddington,  ^6o. 

Wadlowe,  142. 

Waghorn,  248. 
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Wagftaff,  125.  130. 

Wahul,  11.  103.  122.  128.  146. 

54°- 

Wahul,  10.  33.  122.  127.  625. 
Wake,  46,  47,  note.  61. 64.  135. 

37 3-  535-  572*  617-  <56 5 . 

Wahe,  135. 

Walcot,  62.  183.408. 
Waldegraxe,  2 63.  559. 

Walden,  375.  630. 

Walerton,  431. 

Wales,  224.  331.  433.  647. 
Walker,  221.  227.  276.  284. 
291.  299,  306.  360.  444. 

51 7- 

Waller,  221.  227.  266.  307.  3 iS. 
468.  474.  496.  498.  307. 

524-  55°-  55  7>  5S9-  675. 

686. 

Wallingford,  403.  675. 
Wallingford,  18 1,  262. 

Wallop,  551. 

Walpole,  263.  433.  537.  360. 
Wallingham,  274,  273. 

Walter,  256,  237.  383.  431. 

534- 

Wanting,  308. 

Warburton,  285,  note. 

Ward,  186.  249.  301,  302.  423. 

436.  633.  688. 

Waring,  3S5,  386,  3S7,  388. 
Warner,  150.  316. 

Warren,  400.  468.  546.  398. 

602.  603.  666. 

Warren,  328.  394.  418,  note. 
Warwick,  68,  69. 

Warwick,  24 2.  262.  263.  323. 

32S ■ 3Jo-  371'  3 74-  d?6- 
440.  318.  330.  371,  572. 
576.  381.  384,  385.  599. 
612.  616.  623.  629. 

Wafe,  548. 

Wafey,  257.  303. 

Wafhington,  267.  660. 

Waffell,  560. 

Waftie,  603.  617. 

Waterhoufe,  663. 

Waterland,  426. 

Waters,  296. 

Watfon,  96.  520.  663. 

Watts,  323.  351.373,474.572. 
Waudari,  107.  113. 

Wauton,  80. 

Way,  473.  548,  549.  577.  654, 
note. 

Waynfleet,  389.  556.  648. 
Wayte,  256. 

Weaver,  376. 


Webb,  240.  269.  270.  350.  544 
684. 

Webber,  186.  415. 

Wedon,  497.  538.  667. 

We'don,  267.  323.  362.  391, 
Welldale,  6S5. 

Welles,  104.  676,  677. 

Welles,  59. 

Wellefbourn,  288.506.  580,  660. 
Wells,  245.  397.  403.  512.55 6, 
658.  687. 

Welftead,  96. 

Welton,  15  r. 

Wendover,  660. 

Wenlock,  33.  107.  in,  112. 
Wcnlock,  30.  33.  97.  107,  note.. 

108.  ill,  1 12.  136 
Wenman,  273.  468.  471.  652. 
Wenman , 468.  547.  567.  589. 
652. 

W(ent worth,  14.  66.  144,  145. 
277-  565-  5»s-  53 1-  594- 
621. 

Wentworth,  143,  144,  145.  518, 
519.  651. 

Weft,  1 8 1 . 185.  347.  41 1.  519. 
55 7-  594*  604.  624.  642. 
• 651. 

Weftall,  401. 

Weilby,  429. 

Weftend,  442. 

Wejlmorland,  46,  note.  238,  note. 
680. 

Wedon,  25S.  541. 

Weftwick,  607. 

Weftwold,  301. 

Weymouth,  93.  415. 

W had  don,  469. 

Wharton,  670,  671. 

Wharton,  469.  470.  471.  655. 

664.  670,  671.  675. 
Wheate,  5S6,  note. 

Wheeble,  1S6.  381. 

Wheeldon,  137- 
Wheeler,  442.  548. 
Whethamfted,  32.  ill. 
Whichcote,  420.  537. 

Whitaker,  159.  203.  449. 
Whitbread,  16.  23.  51.  56.  65, 
66.  81,  82.  89.  116.  124. 
134.  148.  516. 
Whitchurch,  535. 

White,  237.  245.  282.  315. 

339-  345>  34<5 • 35 4°4- 
441,442.  587.678.  680. 
Whitehall,  495. 

Whitehead,  680. 

Whitfield,  554. 

Whitley, 
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Whitley,  305. 

Whitlock,  232,  233,  note.  351. 

432.  442.  362.  568. 

Whitmore,  403. 

Whittingham,  467.  349.  373, 
6 10.  640. 

Whittington,  153. 

Whitworth,  196. 

Whorwood,  333,  629, 
Wickham,  323.  376.  418.  61 1. 

625.  649. 

Widmer,  399. 

Wigg,  606,  633. 

Wightwick,  230,  254.  303. 

4°4- 

Wigod,  393- 
Wilcocks,  299,  300. 

Wilder,  323.  .377. 

Wild  man,  273,  note.  366,  367. 

420. 

Wilford,  667. 

Wilington,  363. 

Wilingion , 365. 

Wilkes,  104,  105.  146.  503. 
Wilkins,  535. 

Wilkinfon,  249.  474.  602.  634, 
Willaume,  16,  17.  142. 

Wife,  42.  296.  532.  684. 
William  the  Conqueror,  212. 

220.  393.  414.  416.  566. 
William  Rufus,  416.  51 1.  366, 
567- 

William  III.  300.  420.  670. 
William , King  of  Scots,  416. 
William,  Prince,  432. 

William  of  Naffau,  446. 
Williams,  70.  1 85.  244.  248.  254. 
293,  294.  299.  377.  4J9, 

440.  513.  549.  3A3.  363. 

582.  649.  631.  657.  664. 

677. 

Williams,  234.  439- 
Williamfon,  42.  101.  136.  352, 
646. 

Willis,  293.  485.  494.  310.  312, 

5J3>  51 4-  52°-  525-  662, 

663. 

Willoughby,  369.  3+7"  600. 
Wills,  66. 

Wilmot,  409. 

Wjlfon,  184.  241.  246.  379,  note. 


Wiltflxire,  518. 

Wiltjlnre,  304.  396.  612. 
Wimbledon,  63  6. 

Winch,  13.  93.  399. 
Winchcombe,  179.  182.  253, 
254-  302.  354-  0.  383, 

386. 

Winchelfea,  6 23,  626,  634. 
Winchendon,  470.  664. 

Winchejler,  133.  273,  276.  293. 


37?-  5do-57i- 
Windebank,  30*. 

Winder,  248. 

W7iudfor,  178.  184.  243.  248 
236.  261.  284.  287.  289 
369.  380.  403,  406.431 
466.  498.  307.  318.  331 
360 j 373.  6x8.  626.  637 
676.  68 1.  687,  688. 
Windfor , 403.  470.  538,  519. 

68  T. 

WindFord,  643. 

Wingate,  12.  39.  ) 6.  104.  1 10. 


1 37- 

Win  n , 258. 

Wintle,  230.  230,  note.  231. 
Winwood,  382.  622,  623.  639. 
662. 


Wife,  438. 

Wifeman,  293.  377.  391. 
Withers,  310.  660. 
Wittewronge,,  471.  632,  633. 
Wode,  389. 

Wodelock,  273. 

Wodhull,  it.  103. 

Wodley,  633. 

Wolf,  508. 

Wollafcot,  180.  251.  361.444. 
Wolfey,  63.  80.  257,  396.  399. 
428.  340.  561.  613.  625. 
664,  665.  669. 
Wolftenholme,  122. 

Wolverton,  333.  597.  617.  66S. 
Wolverton,  648. 

Wood,  301. 

Woodcock,  387. 

Woodhuli,  540. 

Woodnoth,  64.7,  648. 
Woodward,  379. 

Worcefler,  387,  388.  426. 
Worfliip,  104. 


Worthington,  167.  374.  407, 
Wortley,  426. 

Wotton,  339,  360.  606. 

Wot  ton,  96. 

Wowen,  x 83.  301. 

Wray,  439. 

Wren,  434. 

Wrey,  407. 

Wright,  140.  185.  2 66.  275, 
276.  636,  «o/e.  682. 
Wrighte,  452.  474-  564>  565- 
_ 634. 

IVriolhejley,  313*  384.  440.  31°' 
Wroth,  219. 

Wroughton,  186.  23 o.  237.  280. 

3S8.  391.  563.  628. 

Wyat,  620. 

W^yatt,  61.  1 19.  1S3.  248.  420, 
Wycombe,  676. 

Wydville,  xoo. 

Wyld,  234. 

Wvlde,  61,  62.  97.  99. 
W^vmondefold,  313.  408. 
Wyvell,  107,  note. 


K. 

Ximenes,  184.  41 1. 


Y. 

7'arborottgh , 8 3 . 

Yate,  182,  183.  232,  233.  256. 

289.  408. 

Yeats,  20.  36. 

Yonge,  239. 

Young,  137.  184.  267.  331. 
York,  37.  220.  224.  375.  437. 

572.  616.  659.  687. 

Yorke,  261.  2S4,  note. 


z. 


Zcland,  28  3. 

Zouche,  1 x.  62.  78.  90.  99.  146. 
374.490.  541.  343.  343. 
555-  59 3-  603.  635. 

Zouche,  X49.  301,  502.  5x0. 
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A. 

ABBESS-PARK  at  Burnham,  531. 

Abbey-Manor  at  Lavendon,  593. 

Abel  family,  memorials  of  at  Eafl-Claydon,  543. 
Abingdon , account  of,  216 — 230.  The  abbey, 
217 — 219.  Nunnery,  219.  Early  hiltory 
of  the  town,  and  hiftorical  events  connedled 
with  it,  219 — 223.  Building  of  the  bridges, 
22i,  222.  Prefent  ftate  of  the  town,  mar- 
kets, fairs,  manufactures,  &c.  223.  Manors, 
223,  224.  Parifh  churches,  224 — 226. 

Meeting-houfes,  226.  Eminent  natives,  ibid. 
Fraternity  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  226 — 228. 
Schools  and  almfhoufes,  229,  230. 

Abbey,  account  of  its  foundation,  217. 

Deftroyed  and  rebuilt,  ibid.  Royal  vifits  to 
it,  220.  Remains  of  the  building,  21 1,  218. 

• Earls  of,  181.  Their  feat  at  Witham, 

, 439- 

Achard,  family  of,  178.  Their  fuppofed  monu- 
ments at  Sparfholt,  370. 

Ackivorth,  John,  his  tomb  and  fingular  epitaph  at 
Luton,  1 13. 

Adams  family,  memorials  of  at  Swanbourn,  646. 
Adderfey,  manor  of  in  Lavendon,  393* 

Additigrave,  a hamlet  of  Oakley,  615. 

Addington,  parifh  of,  494,  493. 

Adrejham,  manor  of  in  South  Moreton,  316. 
Adjloch,  parifh  of,  495. 

Agmondefjam.  See  Amefham. 

Aheley,  parifh  of,  498,  499. 

Akeman  freet,  its  courfe  through  Buckinghamfhire, 
484. 

Aldermajlon,  parifh  of,  230 — 232. 

houfe,  the  feat  of  William  Congreve, 

efq.  23 1. 

Aldrich,  Bifhop,  a native  of  Burnham,  532. 
Aldworth,  parifh  of,  232 — 234. 

family,  memorials  of  at  Rtffcomb,  352. 

at  Wargrave,  41 1. 


Alfred  the  Great,  born  at  Wantage,  407.  His 
vidfory  over  the  Danes  at  Afhdovvn,  160,  161  ; 
at  Eddington,  162. 

Alfred’s  cafle,  an  ancient  earth-work,  214. 

Allefre,  Dr.  Provoft  of  Eton,  539. 

Alley,  IVilliam,  a native  of  High  Wycombe,  677. 

Alms-Knights  at  Windfor,  account  of  429 — 431. 

Aljlon  of  Odell,  baronet,  16. 

• family,  tombs  of  at  Harold,  91  ; Odell,  122  ; 

Pabenham,  123. 

Sir  Jofeph,  his  monument  at  Bradwell,  519. 

Altar,  Roman,  found  at  Frilford,  199. 

Altham,  Lady,  monument  of  at  Leighton-Bufard, 
104. 

Amerjham,  town  and  parifh  of,  495 — 498.  Bo- 
rough, 495.  Population,  496.  Manors, 
496,  497.  Parifh ’ church,  497.  Benefac- 
tions, 498. 

Ampthill , town  and  parifh  of,  36 — 39. 

caflle  and  manor,  37,  38. 

park,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Upper- 

Offory,  17.  3S,  39. 

Anderfon,  Sir  Edmund,  his  monument,  and  other 
monuments  of  the  family  at  Eyworth,  83. 

Andrews,  Sir  Jofeph,  his  feat  at  Shaw-place,  335. 

Andrews-Court,  in  Harmey,  manor  of,  288. 

Ankcrwyhe,  priory  of,  681. 

Anne,  Queen,  at  Reading,  333.  Her  refidence  at 
Windfor,  420. 

Antonie  family,  monuments  of  at  Sharnbrook,  13  1. 

IV.  L.  his  feat,  ibid. 

Anville,  in  Kentbury,  manor  of,  305. 

Appleford,  a hamlet  of  Sutton-Courtney,  384. 

Appleton,  parifh  of,  234.  Ancient  manfion  there, 
212. 234. 

Apjley , in  Ellefborough,  manor  of,  533. 

Arhorfeld,  parifh  of,  234,  233. 

Archer,  family  of,  181. 

Thomas,  redfor  of  Houghton-Conqueft, 

his  diary  and  monument,  98. 

Arches,  in  Eaft-Hendred,  manor  of,  292. 

__  ArchiteSure, 


* 
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Archiie Sure,  Saxon,  remains  of  in  Bedfordfliire, 
28,  2y.  % Berkfliire,  204,  203.  in  Bucking- 
hamfhire,  486,  487. 

early  Gothic,  remains  of  in  Bedford- 

fhire,  29.  in  Berkfhire,  203.  in  Bucking* 
hamfhire,  487. 

—  later  Gothic,  remains  of  in  Bedford- 

fhire,  29,  30.  in  Berkfhire,  206.  in  Buck- 
inghamfhire,  487. 

Ardington,  parifh  ot,  235,  236. 

Arlefey , parifh  of,  39,  40.  683. 

Arnold  Grey,  a toll  gatherer,  fucceeds  to  a moiety 
of  the  Longueville  eftates,  132. 

Afcot,  in  Winkfield,  manor  of,  437. 

houfe  and  hamlet  in  Wing,  666,  667. 

AJhcimp Jit  ad,  pari  fit  of,  236. 

AJhbrook,  Lord,  monument  of  at  Shillingford,  361 . 

his  feat  at  Beaumont  lodge,  415. 

AJhbury,  parifh  of,  236,  237. 

AJhdowti , battle  of,  conjectures  concerning  its  fite, 
160,  161. 

—  Park,  a feat  of  the  Earl  of  Craven, 

182. 236. 

AJheridge- College,  foundation  of  619.  DifLlved, 
620.  The  conventual  buildings  pulled  down 
by  the  Duke  of  Bridgwater,  492.  620,  621. 
688. 

AJIdey -green,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  53 S. 

AJhridge , a hamlet  of  Chefham,  il/id. 

AJhr'tdge,  in  Wokingham,  manor  of,  442. 

A/hew  JoJias,  tomb  of,  at  Swanbourn,  646. 

AJhmole  Elias,  refides  at  Bradfield,  246.  At  En- 
glefitld,  275. 

AJpinal,  Mr.  ReCtor  of  St.  Peter’s,  Bedford ; his 
tomb,  52. 

Afpley-bury,  in  Shitlington,  manor  of,  132. 

Afpley  Guife,  parilh  of,  40,  41. 

AJfihton,  Matthew  de,  his  tomb  at  Shitlington,  132. 

yijji-z.es  for  the  county  of  Bedford,  faid  to  have 
been  held  at  Ampthill,  37.  Summer  affizes 
for  Berkfliire,  held  at  Abingdon,  223.  Spring 
affixes,  formerly  held  there,  226.  Spring 
affizes  for  Berks,  at  Reading,  339.  Both 
affizes  for  fonie  time  held  there,  ibid,  faid  to 
have  been  fometimes  held  at  Wallingford, 
400.  Affize  towns  in  Buckinghamffiire,  459. 
Affizes  held  formerly  at  Little •Brickhill,  459. 
52 x.  At  Newport -Pagnell,  612.  At  Higti- 
Wycombe,  675. 

AJlon,  a hamlet  of  lvinghoe,  58S. 

yljlon- Abbots,  parifh  of,  499,  500. 

Clinton,  parifh  of,  500,  501. 

■  Sandjord,  pari  fix  of,  501. 

Tirold,  parifh  of,  237. 

■  Upthorpe,  a hamlet  of  Blewburv,  244,  247. 

AJrey , family  of,  12. 

yijlwisk , parifh  of,  41.  683. 


AJlwood,  parifh  of,  501,  502. 

AJtwood-bury,  manor  of,  anciently  a feat  of  the 
Cranmers,  501,  502. 

Attcrbury,  Bifhop,  born  at  Milton-Keynes,  606. 

Lewis , tomb  of,  at  Milton  Keynes,  ib. 

Aubourn  river,  its  courfe  through  Berkfliire,  196. 

Aubrey,  of  Dourton,  baronet,  472. 

« his  feat,  532. 

Avington,  parifh  of,  237,  238.  Its  remarkable 
church,  204.  238. 

Aylejbury,  town  and  parifh  of,  502 — 506.  Its 
early  hiflory,  502.  Religious  houfes,  ibid. 
Borough,  503.  Market,  fairs,  population, 
&c.  304.  Manors,  504,  505.  Church,  &c. 
305.  ReCtory,  503,  506.  BenefaCtions,  506. 
Meetiug-houfes,  ib.  Further  account  of 
fome  ancient  hofpitals  there,  686,  687. 

Aylejbury,  Earls  of,  470.  Their  feat  at  Houghton- 
Park,  96,  97 . Their  burial  place  at  Maulden, 
1x5. 

Aylejbury,  family  of,  303. 

Vale  of,  473. 

Aylward  Theodore,  his  tomb  at  Windfcr,  427. 

Ayvjcombe,  family  memorials  of,  at  Dunllaple,  73. 

Ayjhcombe,  of  Lyford,  baronet,  182.  289. 

— ■ — memorials  of  the  family  at  Weft-Kan- 

ney , 289. 

B. 

Babham  family,  tombs  of,  at  Cookham,  267. 

Babham-eud,  in  Cookham,  ibid. 

Babbs,  in  Milton-Ernefl,  manor  of,  119. 

Bacon  Phauuel,  a native  of  Reading,  343. 

Badbury - hill,  Berkfhire,  ancient  camp  there,  214. 

Baglcy-wuod,  383. 

Bagnor,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Speen,  372,  373. 

Bagjhot-heath,  442. 

Bailiffs,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  1 10. 

Baker  Jamily,  their  feat  and  tombs  of,  at  Penn, 
618. 

William,  a native  of  Reading,  343. 

Balking,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Uihngton,  390, 
391. 

Baljdun-Park  and  manor,  in  Kentbury,  303. 

Baptijery,  at  Luton,  31.  113. 

Barbour  JJfrey,  his  benefactions  to  Abingdon, 
222.  228,  229,  note,  his  tomb,  225. 

BarrU,  in  Bucklaud,  manor  of,  252. 

Bard  family,  tombs  of,  at  Caverslield,  534. 

Barjord  Great,  pari  fir  of,  4r. 

Little,  parifh  of,  42.  The  church,  29. 

Barjord-bridge,  41. 

Barker  Jamily , tombs  and  monuments  of,  at  Dean, 
72.  At  Hurd,  302.  At  Sunning,  38 j. 
At  Datchet,  348.  At  Great- Harwood,  573. 

Barkham,  parifh  of,  238. 
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Barley-end  houfe  in  Ivinghoe,  38S. 

Barlow  William,  Prior  of  Bifham,  and  Bifhop  of 
St.  Afaph,  his  five  daughters,  married  to 
bifhops,  242,  242. 

Barn,  large  at  Bradfield,  246.  Cholfey,  262. 
Great  Coxweli,  270. 

Barnard  Si.  John,  a native  of  Reading,  345. 

Baronets  of  Bedfordfhire,  15  ; of  Berkfhire,  182  ; 
of  Buckinghamshire,  471. 

Barrington,  parifli  of,  238. 

Barrington,  Admiral,  his  monument  at  Sbriven- 
ham, 36S. 

Daines,  ib. 

Lord,  account  of,  367.  His  monument 

at  Shrivenham,  367,  368. 

Barton  Hartftoorne,  parifli  of,  506,  507. 

Barton  in  the  Clay,  parifh  of,  42. 

Barton  Court,  in  Kentbury,  the  feat  of  Charles 
Dundas  efq  303. 

Barton,  manor  of,  near  Abingdon,  224. 

Barton  family,  467. 

, fombs  of,  at  Thornton,  491.  649. 

Bartons,  in  Thornborough,  manor  of,  647. 

Barworth,  a hamlet  of  Studham,  137. 

Bafdden,  parifn  of,  238,  239. 

park,  the  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Francis 

Sykes,  238. 

Bafkerville  Hannibal,  his  monument  at  Sunningwell, 
382. 

— Thomas,  buried  at  Windfor,  his  lon- 

gevity, 428. 

Bajfets,  in  Milton-Erneft,  manor  of,  n3. 

Bajfmead,  in  Eaton-Socon,  80. 

Bate,  Dr.  George,  a native  of  Maids-Morton,  609. 

Bates,  in  Edleiborough,  manor  of,  554. 

Bathurjl  Allen  Lord,  refides  at  Battlefden,  43.  At 
Richings  Lodge,  386. 

Battery  works,  at  Bifham  Abbey,  198. 

Battle,  near  Reading,  manor  of,  342. 

Battleof  ALdown,  160,  161.  Of  Eddington,  162. 
Of  Newbury,  317,  318. 

Battlefden,  parifh  of,  42,  43. 

Bay  lies,  in  Stoke-  Poges,  feat  of  the  late  Lord 
Godolphin,  639. 

Baynes  fohn,  buried  at  "Windfor,  his  longevity, 
428. 

Bay  worth,  a hamlet  of  Sunningwell,  3S3. 

Beaconsfield,  parifli  of,  507,  308. 

Beadlow,  in  Clophill  and  Houghton-Conqueft, 
manor  of,  70.  98. 

Beale  Bartholomew,  his  monument  at  Walton,  657. 

Beams,  in  Shinfield,  manor  of,  361. 

Bear-Plane,  in  Wargrave,  manor  of,  411.  Seat  of 
Moris  Ximenes  efq.  1S4. 

Beauchamp  family,  46S.  Tombs  of,  at  Clifton- 
lleynes,  343. 

Beaufort  Chapel,  and  Monuments  of  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort’s  family  at  Windfor,  426. 
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Beaumont  and  Afflecks,  in  Little  MilTenden,  manor 
of,  608. 

Beaumont  I^odge,  in  Old  Windfor,  the  feat  of  Lord 
Afhbrook,  182.  4T3. 

Beaumys  Caflle,  anciently  a feat  of  the  De  la 
Beebes,  361. 

Bechampton,  parifh  of,  309. 

Becker  family,  12. 

Beches,  in  Wokingham,  manor  of,  442. 

Bccket-Houfe,  feat  of  the  Barrington  family,  182, 

36  6. 

Bedford,  the  county  town,  43—36.  Early  hiftory 
of,  43.  The  barony  and  caftie,  43.  47. 
Collegiate  church,  47.  Religious  houfes  and 
hofpitals,  47 — 49.  Bridge,  49.  The  George, 
an  ancient  inn,  ibid.  Borough  and  Corpo- 
ration, 30.  Town-hall,  Sefiions-houfe,  and 
Gaol,  3c,  51.  Borough,  51.  Population,  ib. 
Markets,  ib.  Parifli  churches,  51  — 33.  Meet- 
ing-houfes,  33.  Free  fchool  founded  by  Sir 
William  Harper,  53,  54.  His  other  charities. 
34,  36*  Houfe  of  mdullry,  35>  3 <5-  General 
infirmary,  36. 

Bedford  Caftie,  fieges  of,  2,  43 — 46. 

Bedford,  Earls  arid  Dukes  of,  13.  Their  monu- 
ments at  Ifenhamfted  Cheneys,  491.  3S4,  383. 

Duke  of,  his  feat  at  Woburn,  132,  133. 

Bedfordftjire,  its  ancient  inhabitants  and  govern- 
ment, 1.  Hiltorical  events  connected  with 
that  county,  1 — 3.  Its  ancient  and  moderi 
divifion,  3.  Manors  as  deferibed  in  the  Survey 
of  Domefday,  4,  3 ; with  their  modern  names. 
Its  ecclefiaftical  divifion,  5,  6.  Monafleries 
and  Hofpitals,  6.  Markets  and  borough 
towns,  ibid.  Its  population,  7 — 10.  Its 
principal  land-owners  at  various  periods,  and 
principal  extinCt  families,  10.  13.  Nobility 
of  the  county,  13,  14.  Noblemen’s  feats,  14, 
13.  Baronets  13,  16.  Principal  gentry  and 
their  feats,  16,  17.  Non-refident  families, 

1 7 . Geographical  and  geological  defeription 
of  the  county,  17,  18.  Produce,  18.  Na- 
tural hiftory,  fofiils,  rare  plants,  and  mineral 
fprings.  19,  20.  Rivers,  20 — 22.  Roads,  22, 
23.  Manufactures,  23,  24.  Antiquities, 
24 — 33.  Roman  remains,  24.  Roman  roads 
and  ftations,  23 — 28.  Church  architecture, 
28—30.  Stained  glafs,  30,  31.  Roodlofts 
fereens,  See.  31.  Fonts,  ^-1,  32.  Stone 
flails  and  pifeina,  32.  Ancient  tombs,  32, 
33.  Monadic  remains,  33,  34.  Sites  of 
caftles  and  caftellated  manfions,  34,  33. 
Camps  and  earth-works,  33.  P.  rochial  to- 
pography of  Bedfordfhire,  alphabetically 
arranged,  36 — 136. 

Bedgroue,  a hamlet  of  Wefton-Turville,  661, 

Beeches  and  Upbury,  in  Pollux-hill,  manor  of,  1 26. 

Becdon,  parifh  of,  239. 

5B 


Bee  ke. 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


714 


Beeke,  Dr.  his  coDjedlures  concerning  the  battle 
of  Eddington,  162.  His  remarks  on  the 
geology  of  Berkfnire,  187 — 390. 

* Henry,  his  tomb  at  Eaton  HaRiugs,  273. 

Beenham , parilh  of,  239,  240. 

Beef  on,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Sandy,  130. 

Beke  family , tombs  of,  at  Shinfield,  362. 

Belief e Marjhal , confined  in  Windfor  callle,  431. 
Refides  at  Frogmore,  433. 

Bell’s,  alias  Conington’s  fee,  in  Pertenhall,  manor 
of,  123. 

Benefa&ion,  lingular,  at  Farnham  Royal,  361.  At 
Princes  Rifborough,  627. 

Bengers,  in  Iver,  7. 

Benham  Place,  feat  of  the  Craven  family,  now  of 
the  Margrave  of  Brandenburgh  Anfpach,  182. 


373- 

Benham  Hoe,  a hamlet  of  Welford,  413. 

Benham  Lovell,  in  Welford,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Marjh,  in  Spene,  373. 

Valence,  in  Spene,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Bennet family,  468.  508  687.  Monument  of,  at 
Btckhampton,  509. 

Bennett’s,  in  Luton-,  manor  of,  109. 

Benfon  George , an  eminent  prefbyterian  divine, 
226. 

Bent  family,  monuments  of,  at  Amerlham,  497. 
Bere  Court,  in  Pangbourn,  the  feat  of  Dr.  Bree- 
don,  323. 


Berington  family,  tombs  of,  at  Beenham,  240. 

Berkeley  Catharine  Lady,  her  monument  at  Datchet, 

548-  A . 

Berhjhire — Its  etymology,  139.  Ancient  inhabi- 
tants and  government,  159.  Hillorical  events 
connected  with  the  county,  160 — 163.  Its 
ancient  and  modern  divifion,  165,  166.  Ma- 
nors defcribed  in  the  Domefday  Survey,  with 
their  modern  names,  167.  169.  Eccleiialtical 
divifion,  170.  Monafteries,  colleges,  and 
hofpitals,  170,  1 71.  Market  and  borough 
towns,  1 71,  172.  Population,  172 — 177. 
Its  principal  land-owners  at  various  times, 
and  extindi  families,  178 — 181.  Nobility  of 
the  county  and  their  feats,  1S1,  182.  Baro- 
nets, 182.  184.  Gentry  and  their  feats,  184 — 
186.  Geographical  and  geological  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  county,  187  — 191.  Natural 
hiitory,  foffils,  rare  plants,  and  mineral  fprings, 
191 — 193.  Rivers,  193  — 196.  Navigable 
canals,  196,  197.  Roads,  197,  198.  Manu- 
factures, 19S,  199.  Antiquities,  199 — 213. 
Roman  remains,  199.  Roman  roads  and 
Rations,  200.  204.  Ancient  church  archi- 
tecture, 204 — 206.  Ancient  Rained  glafs, 

206.  Roodlofts  Gothic  niches,  &c.  206, 

207.  Fonts,  207.  Stone  Ralls  and  pifcina, 
207,  208.  Ancienttombs,  208 — 211.  Monaf- 
tic  remain?,  211,  212.  CaRles,  and  fites  of 


caRles,  212.  Ancient  manfion  houfes,  212, 
2x3.  Camps  and  earth  works,  213 — 217, 
Mifcellaneous  antiquities,  213.  Parochial 
topography  of  Berklhire,  alphabetically  ar- 
ranged, 216 — 446. 

Berhjhire,  earls  of,  1S1. 

Bernard  Edward , rector  of  Brightwell,  230. 

—  Sir  Francis,  monument  of,  at  Aylefbury, 

5°5- 

Scrope,  his  feat  at  Lower  Winchendon, 

474.  665. 

Bernes,  in  Lambourn,  manor  of,  309. 

Bernwood  forcf,  476. 

Borrow  Capel,  his  monument  at  Northill,  of  which 
paiifir  he  was  rector,  120. 

Berry,  in  White  Waltham,  manor  of,  403. 

Berryjled,  in  Mentmore,  manor  of,  688. 

Houfe,  in  Ivinghoe,  38S. 

Bertie  family,  179 — 439.  Monuments  of,  at 

Wooburn,  671. 

Bef Is  family,  179.  240. 

Sir  Peter,  his  benefactions  to  Abingdon, 

222.  229,  note. 

Befils  Legh,  parifh  of,  240.  + 

Betham  Edward,  gives  a Ratue  of  King  Henry  VI. 
to  Eton  College,  339. 

Beltefworth  John,  LL.  D.  his  tomb  at  Luton, 
H.3- 

Beverley  Mary,  her  tomb  at  Great  Fawley,  280. 

Bibrade,  a Roman  Ration,  203. 

Bickerings  Park,  in  Ridgmont,  12S. 

Biddenham,  parifh  of,  56. 

Biddlefon,  panfir  of,  309,  310.  Foundation  of 
the  abbey,  ibid.  Remains  of  it  in  1712, 
310. 

Biddlefon  houfe,  the  feat  of  George  Morgan  efq. 
3x0. 

Bierton,  parifh  of,  510,  31 1. 

Bierton  Stonors,  manor  of,  510. 

Bigg  John,  the  Dinton  hermit,  331. 

Bigglefwade,  parifh  of,  36 — 3S. 

—  7 — Church,  30.  37. 

Bilinges,  in  Penn,  manor  of,  6x8. 

Bill-hill,  in  HurR,  the  feat  of  Colonel  Gower, 
3°  I- 

Bi/lingdon,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  538. 

Billington,  a hamlet  of  Leighton  Bufard,  103. 

Binfeld,  parifii  of,  240,  241. 

Birchfeld,  in  Great  Barford,  manor  of,  41. 

Birchmore,  in  Woburn,  manor  of,  134. 

Bifcot,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  110. 

Bifiam,  parifii  of,  241 — 244. 

Bifsam  Abbey,  foundation  of,  242.  Eminent 
perfons  interred  there,  ib.  Seat  of  Colonel 
Vanfittart,  243. 

Black  Prince,  tradition  of  his  being  Rruck  by  one 
of  the  Hampden  family,  37°- 

Blackburn,  or  Blackbull-hall,  in  Thurleigh,  140. 

Blagrave, 
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Blagrave  family,  180.  Their  tombs  at  Shrivenham, 
369.  At  Sunning,  381. 

John,  his  monument  at  Reading,  342. 

His  eftate  at  Bulmarfh,  381. 

— John,  his  feat  at  Tylehurft,  389. 

a nat’ve  °f  Reading,  345. 

in  Lambourn  manor  of,  308. 

in  Waddefdon,  manor  of,  636. 

Blake,  Sir  Richard,  his  tomb  at  Didcot,  2/2. 
Blandford , Marquis  of,  his  feat  at  White-Knights, 
380. 

Blandy  family,  tombs  of  at  Bradfield,  246.  At 
Chaddleworth,  257.  At  Kingdom Bagpuze, 
3°7- 

Blechly,  parifh  of,  511 — 513. 

Over,  or  Church,  1 c 

Weft,  or  Old,  | manors  of,  5 it. 

Bledlow , parifh  of,  515,  316. 

Bletfoe,  parifh  of,  38 — 60. 

cafle,  ancient  feat  of  the  St.  Johns,  59. 

Blewbury,  parifh  of,  244,  245. 

John  de,  his  monument  at  Shillingford, 

210,  36c. 

Blomer,  in  Dinton,  manor  of,  531. 

Blnjfomv'dle  family,  467. 

Blount  family,  tombs  of  at  Binfield,  241. 

Blower,  John,  vicar  of  White-Waltham,  his  great 
age  and  long  incumbency,  406.  Anecdote  of 
him,  407. 

Blundell  family,  12  Their  tombs  at  Cardington,  65. 
Blundells,  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

Blunham,  parifh  of,  60. 

Boate,  judge,  his  tomb  at  Hillefdon,  579. 
Rockhampton  in  Lambourn,  manor  of,  308. 

Bockmer  in  Medmenham,  603. 

Boleyn,  Anne,  faid  to  have  been  born  at  Luton- 
Hoo,  108. 

Bolingbroke,  Lady,  her  tomb  at  Bucklcbury,  254. 
Bolnhurft,  parifh  of,  60,  6r. 

Bolton,  Robert,  vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Reading, 


Bonne/,  James,  his  feat  at  Old-Windfor,  413* 
Bonyforden,  in  Stoke-Poges,  632. 

Borefiill,  in  Wotton,  manor  of,  444. 

Boreton,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Buckingham,  326. 
Borlafe family,  468.  602. 

Borough  towns  of  Bedford fhire,  6.  Of  Berkfhire, 
17  1.  Of  Buckinghamfhire,  439,  460. 
Berfall,  parifh  of,  316 — 51S. 

Borjlall-houfe,  492  317. 

Bcflon,  Lord,  his  feat  at  H^dfor,  307. 
Bolhampjlead,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Hampllbd- 
Norris,  287. 

Boteler  family,  tombs  of  at  Harold,  qr.  At  Mtp- 
perfhall,  117.  At  Sharnbrook,  131. 

Bo/elers,  in  Edlefbnroug'h,  manor  of,  334. 

in  Wcfton-Turville,  manor  of,  66  t. 

Bodey,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  271. 


Botley,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  338. 

Bourchier,  Lady  Frances,  her  monuffient  at  Che- 
neys, 584. 

Bourton,  a hamlet  of  Shrivenham,  369. 

Bouvcrie,  Harriot,  her  cenotaph  at  Colefhill,  264. 
Boveney,  a liberty  of  Burnham,  with  a chapel  of 
eafe,  332. 

Bowells,  in  Edlefborough,  manor  554- 
Bowles,  Edward  and  Elizabeth,  monument  of  at 
Hanney,  289. 

Bowfey  hill , in  Wargrave,  manor  of,  683. 

Bowyer,  of  I)enham-eourt  and  Radley,  baronets, 
1S2.  327.  472.  349.  Monuments  of  at  Dcn- 
ham,  349. 

Boxes  in  Roxton,  manor  of,  129. 

Boxford,  parifh  of,  243. 

Box-wood,  extending  over  100  acres  of  land,  47 6. 
Boy  Bi/hop,  proceffion  of,  338. 

Boycof,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Stowe,  642. 

Boys  family,  monuments  ofat  Great  MifTenden,  608. 

■ John,  his  fpirited  reply  to  General  Middle- 

ton,  and  brave  defence  of  Donnington-caflle, 
356,  337. 

Brach  in  Luton,  manor  of,  tio. 

Bracknell,  ,New,  in  Warfield,  410. 

Bradenham,  parifh  of,  31S,  319. 

— . houfe,  fome  time  a feat  of  the  Windfor 

family,  519. 

Bradfield,  parifh  of,  243,  246. 

houfe,  feat  of  Mr.  Stevens,  246. 

hall,  feat  of  Stephen  Wilfon,  efq.  ibid. 

Bradley,  a farm  in  Cumner,  271. 

a manor  farm  in  Hampfled-Norris,  287. 

Great , in  Cookham,  manor  of,  2 66. 

Brad/haw,  Chief  Baron,  his  monument  at  Ha'ton, 
567. 

Bradwell,  parifh  of,  319. 

priory,  669. 

Bragenham,  a hamlet  of  Soulbuty,  632. 

Brabant  family,  tombs  of  at  Windfor,  433. 
Brand-fee,  in  Little  MifTenden,  608. 

Branclreth  family,  17.  Tombs  of  at  Houghton- 
R.egis,  100. 

Bray,  parifh  of,  246,  249.  Story  of  its  vicar,  249. 

in  Hartwell,  manor  of,  574. 

family  of,  11.  78,  79. 

Sir  Reginald,  a great  contributor  to  the 

building  of  tire  choir  of  St.  George’s  chapel, 
424.  His  chapel,  426. 

• Lady  Jane,  mon.  merit  of  at  Eaton  Bray, 

79. 

Brayf eld-cold,  parifh  of,  519,  520. 

Braywick,  a hamlet  of  Bray,  248. 

houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Hon,  Thomas 

Windfor,  ibid. 

lodge,  the  feat  of  Thomas  Slack,  efq. 

ibid.  '• 

Bieedon,  William,  reflor  of  Thornton,  649. 

5 -B  2 Breedon, 
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Breedon family , 1 8 1.  Their  tombs  at  Pangbourn, 

324- 

Brent,  Foulk  de,  takes  Bedford  caftle,  44.  Seiz- 
es Henry  de  Braybroke  one  of  the  king’s 
juftices,  confines  him  in  Bedford  caftle,  and 
defends  it  againft  king  Henry  III.  ibid.  Ba- 
nifhcdthe  realm,  45.  Receives  manual  chaf- 
tifement  from  the  monks  of  Warden  Abbey, 
148. 

Brett,  Richard,  his  monument  at  Quainton,  622. 

Brian,  or  Wanting  Brian , manor  of,  407. 

Brickhill-Bo'w,  parifh  of,  520. 

Great,  parifh  of,  520,  521. 

Little,  parifh  of,  52 1,  522.  Sometime 

the  affize-town,  521. 

Bridecake,  Bifhop,  his  monument  at  Wind  for, 
426. 

Brightman,  Thomas,  vicar  of  Hawnes,  93. 

Bright -Waltham,  parifh  of,  250. 

Brightwell,  parifh  of,  250,  251. 

■ Court,  in  Burnham,  the  feat  of  the 

Hon.  Mr.  Irby,  532. 

Brill,  parifh  of,  522,  523. 

Brimpton,  parifh  of,  251. 

Brifcoe  family , monument  of  at  Shitlington,  132. 

Brock,  in  Medmenham,  manor  of,  605. 

Brogborough,  manor  and  park  in  Ridgmont,  127, 
128. 

Bromjlete,  Sir  Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Willington, 
151. 

Bromham,  parifh  of,  61, 62.  feat  of  Lord  Hamp- 
den, 61. 

Bromfall,  family  of,  IJ. 

Brook-end  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

in  Shenley,  manor  of,  629. 

Broomhall,  priory  of,  382*  629. 

Broughton,  parifh  of,  523. 

a hamlet  of  Bierton,  5 1 1 . 

— Holland,  or  Stavely,  manor  of,  505. 


51 1.  661. 

family  of,  11. 


tory,  524.  Borough,  corporation,  market, 
population,  & c.  525.  Manors,  525 — 528. 
Church  and  redlory,  529,  529.  School  and 
almfhoufe,  529.  530. 

town  and  county,  dukes,  marquifles. 


and  earls  of,  469. 

Marquis  of,  his  feat  at  Stowe,  641, 


Broughtons  in  North-Crawley,  manor  of,  545. 
Browne  family,  monuments  of  at  Great  Shefford, 
359- 

■  Launcelot,  the  landfcape  gardener,  642. 

Mofes , vicar  of  Olney,  616. 

Sir  Samuel,  his  monument  at  Avlefcy,  40. 

Thomas,  buried  at  Windfor,  428. 

Browning,  Dr.  his  feat  at  Stoke-Poges,  640. 
Bruce,  Giles,  his  monument  at  Toddington,  145. 
Brudenell  family,  468.  684. 

■  Robert,  his  monument  at  Windfor,  427. 

Brudenells,  in  Chalfont  St.  Peter,  535. 

Bryant , Jacob , his  feat  at  Cippenham,  532. 

Beyers,  Sir  William,  monument  of,  126. 

Bryttons,  or  Groves,  in  Hough ton-conqueft,  manor 
of,  97. 

Buckingham , account  of,  524 — 530.  Its  early  bif. 


642 

B uckinghamfhire — its  etymology,  449.  Ancient  in- 
habitants and  government,  449,450.  Hiftorical 
events  connedled  with  the  county,  450 — 452. 
Its  ancient  and  modern  divifion,  452.  Manors 
deferibed  in  the  Doomfday  Survey  with  their 
modern  names,  453 — 457.  Ecelefiaftical  di. 
vifion,  457,  458.  Monafteries  and  hofpitals, 
458,  459.  Market  and  borough  towns,  459, 
460.  Population,  460 — 465.  Crown  lands 
and  royal  palaces,  466.  Principal  land- 
owners at  various  periods,  466 — 469.  Nobi- 
lity of  the  county,  469,  470.  Noblemen’s 
feats,  470,  471 . Baronets,  471,  472.  Gen- 
try and  their  feats,  473,  474.  Geographical 
and  geological  defeription  of  the  county,  475 
— 477.  Produce,  477.  Natural  hiftory, 
including  foffils,  rare  plants,  &c.  477,478. 
Rivers,  479,  480.  Navigable  canal,  480, 
48 1.  Roads,  481,  482.  Manufacturers, 
4S2,  483.  Antiquities,  483 — 493.  Roman 
remains,  483.  Roman  roads  and  Rations, 
483 — 486.  Church  architecture,  486,  487. 
Ancient  ftained  glafs,  488, 4S9.  Rood  lofts, 
See.  489.  Fonts,  ibid.  Stone  flails  and 
pifcince,  489,  490.  Ancient  tombs,  490,  qgi. 
Monaftic  remains,  491,  492.  Caftlesand  iites 
of  caftles,  ancient  manfion  houfes,  camps, 
and  earth  works,  492,  493.  Parochial  topo- 
graphy, alphabetically  arranged,  404 — 682. 

Buckhurjl  in  Binfield,  manor  of,  241. 

Buckland  in  Berkfhire,  parifh  of,  25  r — 253. 

Buckland  in  Buckinghamfhire,  parilh  of,  530. 

Bucklebury , parifh  of,  253,  254. 

Buckler,  Benjamin,  his  monument  at  Cumner,  2 7 1. 

Budna  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

Bull  baited  for  the  poor  at  Wokingham,  443. 

Buller,  'John,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  428. 

Bullock  family,  235. 

Bullocks  in  Cookham,  manor  of,  267. 

hatch  at  Bray,  249. 

Buljlrode  family,  468.  Their  tombs  at  Beacons- 
field,  508.  At  Hedgerley,  577.  At  Upton, 
<5  S3- 


the  feat  cf  the  Duke  of  Portland,  653, 

Bulmarjh  in  Sunning,  manor  of,  381. 

Bunyan,  John , a native  of  Elllow,  82.  Pallor  of 
the  meeting  at  Bedford,  53. 

Burcot,  a hamlet  of  Wing,  667. 


Burfeld , or  Burghfeld,  parifh  of,  254, 

Bi 


urforf 
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Qurford  and  Culham  bridges  at  Abingdon,  account 
of,  221,  222. 

Burgoyne,  baronet,  of  Sutton,  15.  139.  Monu- 
ments of  the  family,  139. 

Burke,  Edmund,  his  feat  at  Gregories,  50S.  His 
monument  at  Beaconsfield,  ibid. 

Burnham,  parifh  of,  530 — 532. 

abbey,  530,  531. 

Burjlon  hoafe,  in  Alton  Abbots,  formerly  a feat  of 
the  Lees,  500. 

Bury  manor,  in  Marfh  Gibwen,  603. 

Bujby  family,  468.  Their  tombs  at  Addington, 
49 5-  . 

Bufcot,  parifh  of,  253,  2 56. 

park,  the  feat  of  E.  L.  Loveden  efq. 

355- 

Bifhmead,  or  Bifmede  priory,  80. 

Bute , Marquis  of,  his  feat  at  Luton-Hoo,  108, 
109. 

Butler,  Charles,  a native  of  High  Wycombe,  678. 

J°feph>  bifhop  of  Durham,  a native  of 

Wantage,  410. 

— Sir  Ofwald,  does  penance  for  living  with 

his  wife,  122. 

Capt.  Thomas,  monument  of  at  Inkpen, 

304. 

Butlers  in  Pitflon,  manor  of,  620. 

Rutlin,  Thomas , efq.  his  feat  at  Turville,  63 x. 

Eyng  family,  their  feat  at  Southill,  133.  Colom - 
barium  in  the  church,  134. 

By/hop's  in  Pufey,  manor  of,  326. 

C. 

Caddington,  parifh  of,  62,  63.  the  church ,-29. 

Cadmore  end  in  Fingelt,  manor  of,  363. 

Cadogan,  V/illiam  Bromley , his  monument,  343. 

Cainhoe  caflle,  69. 

Calcot  houfe,  the  feat  of  John  Blagrave  efq.  389. 

Caldecot,  Upper  and  Lower,  in  Northill,  manors  of, 

1 19. 

• in  Newport  Pagnell,  a hamlet  and  manor, 

613. 

Caldwell  priory , near  Bedford,  47. 

Calverton,  parifh  of,  533. 

Camelton,  cum  Shefford,  manor  of,  63 . 

Campion,  M.  A.  her  monument  at  Latimers,  539. 

Camps  and  Earth  Works,  in  Bedfordihire,  35.  In 
Berkihire,  213 — 213.  In  Buckinghaitilhire, 
492,493. 

Campion,  or  Camelton,  parifh  of,  63,  64. 

Canals , navigable,  in  Berkfhire,  196,  197.  In 
Buckinghamlhire,  480,481. 

Canon  hill,  at  Bray,  the  feat  of  J.  Law  efq.  249. 

Canon  Afhby  Priory,  cartulary  of  at  Hinwick 
houfe,  j 25. 

Cantilupe family , u,. 


Cardington,  parifh  of,  64  — 66. 

Cotton  end,  manor  of,  63. 

Carleton,  Guy,  his  monument  -t  Waddefdon,  656. 

bifhop  of  Chichelter,  688. 

Carlton , parifh  of,  66. 

Carnarvon , Earls  of,  666. 

Robert,  Earl  of,  flain  at  Newbury,  164. 

H7- 

Carrington,  Lord,  his  feat  at  High  Wycombe, 
676. 

Carfwell,  in  Buckland,  manor  of,  232. 

Carte,  Thomas,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  England, 
buried  at  Yattendon,  446. 

Carter  family,  monument  of  at  Chilton,  3+1* 

Carteret , Lord,  his  feat  at  Havvnes,  93 . 

Cajlell,  Edmund,  author  of  the  Polyglot  Bible, 
his  monument  at  Higham  Gobion,  of  which 
parifh  he  was  re&or,  94. 

Cafillon,  "John  Baptijl,  and  dame  Elizabeth,  monu- 
ment of,  372. 

Cafle  manor,  in  Lavendon,  393. 

Caflle  mill,  near  Bedford,  89. 

Cajlles  and  fites  of  caftles  in  Bedfordfhire,  34,  33. 
In  Berkihire,  212.  In  Buckinghamlhire, 
492. 

Cafllethorp,  parifh  of,  333'. 

Ctiier  family,  1 3. 

Catefby  family,  tombs  of,  at  Hardmead,  373 . 

Catharine  of  Arragon,  Queen,  at  Ampthiil,  37. 
At  Ealthamplted,  283.  At  Newbury,  320- 
At  Buckingham,  328.  Commiffion  for  her 
divorce  held  at  Dunllaple,  73. 

Cat-mere , parifh  of,  256. 

Cavendfh,  Lord  George , his  feat  at  Latimers,  339. 

Caversfeld,  parifh  of,  333,  534.  Seat  of  Mr.  Bul- 
lock,  334. 

Cawdwell  in  Edlefborough,  manor  of,  334. 

Chackmore,  a hamlet  of  Radcliffe,  623. 

Chaddleworth,  parifh  of,  236 — 23S.  Singular  cuf- 
tqm  of  the  manor,  237. 

Chalfont  St.  Giles,  parifn  of,  334,  333. 

St.  Peter,  parifh  of,  533,  336. 

Chalgravc,  parifh  of,  66,  67. 

Chalk  hills,  in  Bedfordihire,  18.  In  Berkihire,  188, 
189.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  473. 

Challow,  Eaf,  a hamlet  of  Letcombe- Regis,  3 13. 

Weft,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Letcombe 

'Regis,  ibid. 

houfe,  ibid. 

Chaloner family,  344. 

Edward,  his  monument,  at  Eall  Claydon, 

ibid. 

Chalvefone,  a hamlet  of  Roxton,  129. 

Chalvey,  a hamlet  of  Upton,  634. 

Chamberhoufe  in  Thatchamj  manor  of,  38S. 

Chandler , bifhop  of  Durham,  buried  at  Farnham— 
Royal,  361 . 

Samuel,  a native  of  Hungerford,  298, 

Chapel, 
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Chapel  of  St.  George,  aa  Windfor,  206.  423 — 428. 

a hamlet  of  Bucklebury,  254. 

Charles  the  FirJ}  at  B-uckingham,  524.  At  Chil- 
drey,  259.  At  Faringdon,  277.  At  Ham- 
bleden,  568.  At  Hungerford,  295.  At 
I.ambourn,  307.  At  Latimers,  528.  Paffes 
through  Great  Marlow  a prifoner,  601.  At 
Reading,  332.  At  Shefford,  360.  At  Stoke 
Poges,  637.  At  Wantage,  408.  Keeps  his 
lad  Chriftmas  at  Windfor,  419.  Sleeps  at 
Woburn,  132. 

the  Second,  at  Reading,  333 . Repairs 

Windfor  caflle,  420. 

-Charlton  in  Wantage,  manor  of,  408. 
Charnamjlreet , a tithing  of  Hungerford,  295. 
Charndon,  a hamlet  of  Twyford,  65 2. 

Charney  Baffet,  a hamlet  of  Longworth,  314.  683. 
Charnock  of  Hulcote,  baronet.  12.  100.  Monu- 
ments of  the  family,  xoo. 

Chartridge,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  338. 

Chafe  family,  tombs  of  at  Great  Marlow,  600.  At 
Little  Marlow,  602. 

Thomas,  murdered  at  Wooburn,  670. 

Chaucer,  Geoffrey,  tradition  of  his  rdidence  at  Don- 
nington  caitle,  336. 

Chauridge  in  Winkfield  manor  of,  437. 

Chawley,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  271. 

Checkers,  manor  of,  the  feat  of  R.  Greenhill,  efq. 

, 555-  p 

Cheddington,  parifh  of,  336. 

Chelrey  family,  239. 

manor,  ibid, 

Chelmfcate,  a hamlet  of  Soulbury,  63  1. 

Chelj  um.  Dr.  curate  of  Lathbury,  592. 

Cheney,  or Cheyne  family, 468. Their  tombs  at  Chefham 
Bois,  339.  At  Drayton  Beauchamp,  49  [. 
332.  At  Ifenhamlled  Cheneys,  584.  At 
Toddington,  33.  144. 

Cheneys  Ifenhamfed,  an  ancient  feat  of  the  earls  of 
Bedford,  584. 

Chcrbury  Cafle,  an  ancient  entrenchment,  214. 
Cherry  Francis,  his  tomb  at  Shottefbroke,  364. 
Cherjley,  parifh  of,  33^- 

Chef  am,  town  and  parifh  of,  336 — 739.  Market, 
manufactures,  and  population,  436.  Manors, 
537.  Pari fli  church,  &c.  337.  Hamlet  of 
Latimers,  30S.  339. 

Chef  am  Great,  ~) 

Fury,  j 

Higham,  )>Manors  of,  337. 

L eicefer,  \ 

Woburn,  J 

Chef  am  Bois,  parifh  of,  339. 

Chrfer,  of  Chichley,  baronet,  34°>  341  • 

Sir  Henry,  his  monument  atTilfworth,  141. 

Chef  erf  eld,  a Roman  ftation,  27.  33. 

Chetwode,  parifh  of,  539,  340. 

Priory,  539. 


Chetwode  family,  II.  467.  473.  Their  tombs  at 
Tempsford,  140. 

Cheveley,  parifh  of,  258,  239. 

Chew  family,  tombs  of,  at  Dunftaple,  73. 
Chichley,  parifh  of,  340,  541. 

Clnckfand  Priory,  ancient  hiftory  of,  67.  Seat  of 
Sir  George  Ofborn,  68. 

Child,  William,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  7. 

family,  tombs  of,  at  Pudington,  1 23. 

Children  two,  grown  together,  409. 

Chi/drey,  parifh  of,  239 — 261. 

Chi/lington,  parifh  of,  68,  69. 

Chilfwell farm,  in  Cumner,  271. 

Chilton,  in  the  hundred  of  Compton,  parilh  of, 
261,  262. 

near  Hungerford,  parifh  of,  261. 

in  BuckinghamJhire,  parifh  of,  341. 

Chifull  Edmund,  a native  of  Ey worth,  83. 
Cholcfury,  parifh  of,  341,  342. 

Cholfey,  parifh  of,  262,  263. 

Chuffs,  at  Holypovt,  in  Bray,  feat  of  the  family 
of  Hayes,  248. 

Churchwardens  accounts,  at  St.  Lawrence,  Reading, 


343- 

Cibber,  Colley,  anecdote  of,  664. 

Cippenham,  in  Burnham,  a Royal  Palace,  331 
Manor  of,  331,  532.  687. 

Circourt  Upper  and  Lower , in  Denchworth,  manor 
of,  272. 

Clapcote,  near  Wallingford,  anciently  a feat  of  the 
family  of  Molins,  402. 

Clapham,  parifh  of,  69. 

Clapton,  in  Kentbury,  306. 

Clarendon , Lord  Chancellor,  refides  at  Swallow- 
field,  384. 

Clarke,  family  of,  180.  186.  235. 

— - Sir  Edward,  his  monument  at  Ardington, 

235- 

Claydon  Bottle,  a hamlet  of  Eaft  Claydon,  34a. 
6S7. 

Eaft,  parifh  of,  542,  543. 

Middle,  parifh  of,  343. 

■ feat  of  lady  Fermanagh,  ib. 

Steeple,  parifh  of,  544. 

Clayton,  of  Harleyford,  baronet,  472. 

family,  monuments  of,  at  Chalfont  St. 

Gilts,  333.  At  Great  Marlow,  6oo. 

Sir  William,  his  feat  at  Harleyford,  599. 


Clement  Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Great  MifLrd.n,  608.. 
Clerke,  of  Hitcham  and  Shabbington,  baronets, 
471,  472.  Monuments  of  the  family  at 
H tcham,  379.  At  Shabbington,  628. 
C/ewer,  parifh  of,  263. 

C lief  den  houfe,  647. 

Clifford  family,  buried  at  Buckingham,  328. 

Clifton,  in  Bedfor'dfhire,  parifh  of,  69. 

Clifton  Reynes,  parifh  of,  344,  543. 

Clinton,  Sir  Hen -y,  buried  at  Windfor,  423. 

Clifton , 
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Clinton,  Lady,  monument  of  at  Haverfham,  491. 
576. 

Clipperfdown,  a hamlet  of  Ivinghoe,  588. 

Clopbill,  parifh  of,  6y,  70. 

Clothing  manufacture  formerly  flourifhing  in  Berk- 
fhire,  198.  At  Eaft-Htndred,  291.  At 
Newbury,  3 19.  At  Reading,  340. 

Cloyne,  Bifhop  of,  his  remarks  on  the  Roman 
roads  and  flations  in  Bedfordfhire,  25 — 28. 
In  Berkfhire,  200 — 204.  In  Buckingham- 
(hire,  48  3 — 4S5. 

Colb-hall  in  Sharnbrook,  13  I. 

Cobham  family,  468. 

Cockayne family,  12,  92.  683.  Their  tombs  at 
Aflwich,  41.  At  Cockayne  Hatley,  92. 
Coins,  Roman,  found  in  Bedfurdfhire,  24.  In 
Berkfhire,  199.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  483. 
At  Ellefborough,  556. 

— Saxon,  found  at  Kentbury,  215. 

Coke,  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  his  feat  at  Stoke  Poges, 
636.  Entertains  Queen  Elizabeth,  ibid. 
His  ftatue  by  Roffi,  637. 

Cole,  William,  re&or  of  Blechley,  413. 

Norton  in  Eton,  manor  of,  506. 

Colefhill,  parifh  of,  264,  265. 

houfc,  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  264. 

a manor  and  hamlet  of  Amerfham,  498. 

The  birth  place  of  Waller,  ibid. 

Cole's  Pitts,  Angular  excavations  near  Little  Cox- 
well,  215. 

Cold  family,  473.  659. 

Coley,  near  Reading,  manor  of,  340,  341. 

College , Royal  military  at  High  Wycombe,  677, 
678. 

Collefdon,  or  Fit%- Jeffreys,  manor  of  in  Roxton, 
129. 

Colnbrook,  town  of,  59 '• 

Colne  river,  its  courfe  through  Buckinghamfhire, 
479- 

Colrugge,  manor  of,  in  Hampftcd  Norris,  287. 
Colthorp  in  Thatcham,  manor  of,  388. 

Colwick,  Collide,  or  Collet,  in  Waddefdon,  manor 
of,  656.  688. 

Col  worth:  hovfe  in  Sharnbrook,  the  feat  of  W.  L. 
Antonie  efq.  16.  131. 

Commons  and  waiie  lands  in  Bedfordfhire,  17.  In 
Berkfhire,  190.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  475. 
Compton,  parifh  of,  265. 

Eajl  and  V/eJl,  manors  of,  ibid. 

Beauchamp,  parifh  of,  265,  266. 

Conger  hill  at  Toddington,  143. 

Conquejl  family,  12.  96.  Tombs  of  at  Houghton- 
Conquefl,  98., 

Sir  Edmund  entertains  James  I.  96. 

Conjlables  of  Windfor  caftle,  431,  432. 

Conyngham,  Countefs  Dowager  of,  her  feat  at 
Hitchenden,  580. 
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Coohham,  parifh  of,  266 — 269.  Cuftoms  of  the 
manor,  266. 

■ Dean,  267. 

Copie,  parifh  of,  71,  72. 

Copperman , Conrad  Ernejl,  a dwarf,  portrait  of, 

577;. 

Corbet,  Sir  Robert,  tomb  of  at  Marcham,  31^. 
Cornwall,  Sir  John,  Lord  Fanhope,  his  military 
exploits,  37. 

Cothill,  a hamlet  of  Marcham,  3 15. 

Cotflow,  a hamlet  of  Wing,  667. 

Cotton,  Sir  George,  buried  at  Nettleden,  621. 

Sir  John,  his  feat  at  Stratton,  57. 

Cottonian  Library,  preferved  at  Stratton  in  the 
civil  war,  ibid. 

Court,  Robert,  his  tomb  at  Brightweil,  250. 

Garden , feat  of  Richard  Davenport  efq.  600. 

Coward,  William,  his  remarkable  benefactions  out 
of  a fmall  income,  325. 

Cowcye  in  Wokingham,  manor  of,  441. 

Cowper  the  Poet,  refides  at  Olney,  616.  At  Wef- 
ton  Underwood,  661. 

Cow-worth,  a hamlet  of  Windfor,  415. 

Cox,  Bifhop,  a native  of  Whaddon,  663. 

Coxwell,  Great,  parifh  of,  269,  270.  Remarkable 
barn  there,  270. 

Little,  a hamlet  of  Faringdon,  279. 

Cranbourn  Lodge,  feat  of  the  late  Duke  of  Clou- 
cefler,  437. 

Crane  family,  tombs  of  at  Loughton,  597* 

Crar field,  pari  fit  of,  72* 

Cranmer  family,  tombs  of  Aflwood,  5C2- 
Cranwell,  a manor-farm  in  Waddefdon,  656. 
CraJ'well,  or  Crejfwells,  in  Bray,  manor  of,  247. 
Craven,  barons  and  earls  of,  181.286. 

William,  Earl  of,  celebrated  for  his  afti- 

vity  in  affilling  to  extinguifh  fires,  286. 
Crawley,  North,  parifh  of,  545,  546. 

Great,  manor  of,  545. 

• family,  17.  Their  tombs  at  Luton,  113. 

Creakers  in  Great  Barford,  41. 

Crendon,  parifh  of,  546,  547, 

Crejllow,  parifh  of,  547* 

Croft,  baronet,  184. 

Crofton , a hamlet  of  Wing,  667. 

Croke family,  monuments  of  at  Chilton,  541.  At 
Ellefborough,  556. 

Croheham  'm  Thatcham,  manor  of,  387,  388. 
Cromarjhfort,  near  Wallingford,  393. 

Crompton  family,  tombs  of  at  Elftow,  81. 
Cromwdl family,  portrait  of  at  Checkers,  555- 

Oliver,  portrait  of  by  Sir  Peter  Lely  at 

Chickfand,  68. 

Crofs — at  Dunftaple,  74.  At  Leighton  Bufard, 
103.  At  Abingdon,  227.  At  Stony  Strat- 
ford, 644. 

White-leaf,  626. 

Crojfcot, 
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Crqffcot,  a hamlet  of  Eaft-Hagbourn,  284. 

Crufaders , tombs  of,  at  Pertenhall,  32.  123.  At 
Salford,  32.  129. — At  Toddington,  33.  144. 
At  Aldworth,  208,  209.  At  Burghfield, 
210.  255.  At  Childrey,  229.  260.  At 
Inkpen,  210.304.  At  Sparflioit,  209.  37c. 
At  Clifton-Reynes,  490.  At  Afhendon,  499. 
At  Hitchendon,  580.  At  Twyford,  652. 

Crutchley  'Jeremiah,  his  feat  at  Sunning 'hill,  382. 

Cublington,  parifh  of.  547. 

Cudditigton,  parifh  of,  547,  54S. 

Culhamford  Bridge,  near  Abingdon,  account  of  its 
buildings,  221,  222. 

Culham  court,  the  feat  of  the  Hon.  Frederic  Weft, 
4”- 

Cumner,  parifh  of,  270,  271. 

place,  formerly  a feat  of  the  Abbots  of 

Abingdon,  213.  270,  271. 

Currage,  in  Chevelcy,  239. 

Curteys,  John,  founder  of  Wimington  church,  his 
tomb,  33,  15 1. 

Curven,  Henry,  monument  of  at  Amerfham,  497. 

Curzon  family,  685.  Their  monuments  at  Penn, 
618,  619. 

Cujlom,  fingular  of  recovering  a free  bench  in  the 
manors  of  Chaddleworth  and  Enborne,  257. 
274.  At  Cumner,  271.  Of  punifhing  in- 
continency  at  Faringdon,  278.  Of  the  Mon - 
tem  at  Eton,  337,  538.  Of  hunting  a ram 
' at  Eton,  538. 

Cuthwulf  defeats  the  Britons,  1. 


D. 


Dagnell  in  Edlelborough,  manor  and  hamlet  of, 

554>  555- 

Dale  family,  tombs  of  at  by  field,  282. 

Dallowe  in  Luton,  manor  of,  109,  110. 

Dame  Ellenjbury,  manor  in  Houghton  Conqueft, 

96> 97- 

Dancaflle  family,  tombs  of  at  Binfield,  241. 

Danes — fortify  Tempsford,  2.  [Defeated  by  Ed- 
ward the  Elder,  ibid.  Burn  Bedford  and 
^Tempsford,  ibid.  Defeated  at  Euglefieid, 
160.  Stationed  at  Reading,  160.  162.328. 
Defeated  at  Aflidown,  160.  Lay  wafte 
Berkfhire,  163. 

Danes  feld,  the  feat  of  Robert  Scott  efq.  603. 
Danvers  in  Little  Marlow,  manor  of,  602. 

Judge,  Lis  monument  at  Thatcham,  386. 

Darcy,  Marmaduke,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 
Darell,  Sir  Marmaduke,  his  monument  at  Fulmer, 
564- 

Darrell,  family  of,  Toweridge,  679. 

of  Weft  wood  hay,  baronet,  j 82. 444. 

monuments  of  at  Kentbury,  306. 

Dajhwood  family,  468.  679. 
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Dafiwood family,  monuments  of  at  Weft  Wy- 
combe, 679,  680. 

King,  of  Halton  and  Weft  Wycombe, 

baronet,  472. 

Datchet,  parifh  of,  34S. 

bridge,  ibid. 

Daunce  Hlicc,  her  tomb  at  Blewbury,  244. 

Davenport,  Richard,  his  fe;at  near  Great  Marlow, 
.600. 

Davies,  David,  rediorof  Barkham,  238. 

Davis,  Sir  John,  anecdotes  of,  323,  324.  Ilis 
monument,  324. 

Day,  Thomas,  his  epitaph  at  Wargrave,  41 1. 

Dayrell  family,  467.  473.  393.  642. 

tombs  of  Lillingftone  Dayrell,  597. 

JValter,  his  monument  at  Abingdon,  224. 

Dean,  parifh  of,  72,  73. 

De  la  Beche  family,  178.  Their  monuments  at 
Aldworth,  208,  209.  232,  233. 

Sir  Nicholas,  account  of,  232. 

Margaret  I^ady,  forcibly  carried  awav 


from  Beaumy’s  Caftle,  232.  361,  362. 

De  la  Beche  Cafle,  233. 

De  la  Ford,  in  Iver,  587. 

De  la  Pole,  family  of,  179. 

De  Idfle,  family  of,  Barons  of  Kingfton  Lifie,  371. 

Denchworth,  parifh  of,  271,  272. 

North,  in  Hanney,  manor  of,  288. 

Denford  High  and  Low,  in  Kentbury,  manors  of, 
303,  306. 

Denham,  parifh  of,  348,  349. 

Denham-Courl,  feat  of  the  Bowyer  family,  549. 

Place,  feat  of  Benjamin  Way  efq.  548, 

549-. 

Denham,  in  Qnainton,  manor  of,  622. 

Denham-Durdant,  manor  of,  549. 

Denton  family,  468.  Their  monuments  in  Hillefden- 
Church,  378,  579. 

Depers,  or  Diaper,  in  Binfield,  manor  of,  240. 

Derham , Dr.  William,  reft  or  of  Wargrave,  412. 

Devonfhire,  Chrjlian  Countefs  of,  refidesat  Hough- 
ton-Park,  96,  97.  At  Latimers,  538. 

Diclcnfm  family,  monuments  of,  at  Dunltaple,  73. 

Didcot,  or  Dudcot,  parifh  of,  272! 

Dulworth,  or  Dudworth-Maunfell,  ;n  Clewer, 
manor  of,  263. 

Digby  family,  portraits  of,  at  Gayhurft,  564. 

CnpK  Francis,  buried  at  Cheneys,  583. 

Sir  Kenelm,  born  at  Gayhurft,  364. 

Dillingham  Francis,  faid  to  be  a native  ot  Dean, 

73- 

Dilly,  the  bookfeller,  his  monument  at  Southill, 

43  4* 

Dinton,  parifh  of,  549 — 35 r*  Remarkable  Saxon 
door- way  of  the  church,  486,  487.  55  r . 

Difney,  family  tombs  of,  at  Stoke-Hamond,  637. 

Ditton,  a hamlet  of  Stoke-Poges,  639. 

Park,  feat  of  the  late  Earl  Beaulieu,  ibid. 

Dodcrjhall, 


GENERAL  INDEX. 


721 


Doderjhall , in  Qyiainton,  manor  of,  622. 

Dodford , a hamlet  and  manor  in  Stowe,  642. 
Dodwe/l  Henry , his  monument  at  Shottelbroke, 
364- 

Dolman  family,  monuments  of,  at  Shaw,  355. 
Doniinis  Mark  Antonio  de,  rector  of  Weft-Ilfley, 
3°3>  3°4- 

Donnington  Cajl/e,3$5 — 357.  Its  foundation,  355. 
faid  to  have  been  a feat  of  Chaucer  the  poet, 
356.  Sullains  feveral  lieges  in  the  civil  war, 

356>  357-. 

Donnington  Priory,  33  S. 

Dormer  family,  46S.  Their  monuments  at  Cren- 
don,  546.  At  Quainton,  623.  At  Wing, 
666.  Their  feat  at  Ethorp,  655. 

Dorney,  parilh  of,  351,  552.  Seat  of  Sir  C.  H. 
Palmer,  551. 

Doughty  Thomas , his  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 
Dourton,  parifh  of,  552.  Seat  of  Sir  John  Au- 
brey, ib. 

Down-place , in  Bray,  248. 

Downing  Calylute,  rector  of  Ickford,  583. 

Doyley  family,  473.  Monuments  of,  at  Hurley, 
300.  At  Hambleden,  569,  570.  At  Tur- 
ville,  651. 

•  John,  his  feat  at  Parmoor,  473.  569. 

Drake  family,  468,  496.  Their  monuments  at 

Amerfham,  497. 

Dramatic  reprefentation,  the  fir  ft  in  this  kingdom, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  at  Dunftaple,  77,  78. 
Drayton , in  Berklhire,  parifh  of,  272,  273. 
Drayton-Beauchamp,  paVifh  of,  552. 

Drayton- Pajfelew,  parifh  of,  353  • 

Drope,  Francis  and  John,  natives  of  Cumner,  27  1. 
Duckenfeld,  Sir  Nathaniel,  his  feat  at  Stanlake, 
184.  352. 

Dnjfeld family',  tombs  of,  at  Medmenham,  605. 
Dunch  family,  monuments  of,  at  Little  Witten- 
ham,  440. 

•  Edmund,  made  Baron  Burnell,  by  Crom- 

well, ibid. 

Duncombe  family,  monuments  of,  at  Battlcfden,  43. 
At  Ivinghoe,  588. 

Dunfan-houf,  in  Thatcham,  now  deftroyed,  386. 
Dunfaple,  account  of  the  town  and  parifh , 73 — 7S. 
Etymology,  73.  Early  hiftory,  ibid.  Priory', 
73 — 75.  Royal  vifits,  74.  Divorce  oi  Ca- 
tharine of  Arragon,  75.  Parifh  church,  2S, 
29.  75-  Convent  of  Black- Friars,  76,  Manor, 
ibid.  Markets  and  fairs,  ibid.  Government 
of  the  town,  77.  Charities,  ibid. 

Dunton,  in  Bedfordshire,  parifh  of,  78. 

Dunton,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  parifh  of,  553. 
Dnpre  fames,  his  feat  at  Wilton- park,  508. 
Dwell,  Dr.  reCtor  of  Fall -Ham  piled,  285. 
Dnrocobriva,  a Roman  llation,  27. 

' Duxford , a hamlet  of  Hinton,  294. 
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Dyer , Lord  Chief  Juflice,  portrait  of,  62. 

Sir  William,  his  monument  at  Colmworth,  70, 

7X- 

Dyneley  Margaret her  tomb  at  Stanford-Dinglcy, 

375-. 

Dyve  family,  tombs  of,  at  Bromham,  62. 


E. 

Eakley,  formerly  a parifh,  now  united  to  Stoke- 
Goldington,  634. 

Eakley-Lane,  manor  of,  634.  688. 

Earle  T.  H.  efq.  his  feat  at  Swallowfield,  385. 

Ear/ey-Court,  in  Sunning,  the  feat  of  Sir  William 
Scott,  380. 

Earley-Maiden,  in  Sunning,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Earley  White-Knights,  in  Sunning,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Eafmgton,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Chilton,  54  Ia 

Eajl  Sir  William,  his  feat  at  Hall-place,  300. 

Eajl-Court,  in  Finchampfted,  manor  of,  281. 

• in  Shalbcurn,  manor  of,  354. 

Eaji-Hide,  in  Luton,  the  feat  of  Mrs.  Bettef- 
wort'n,  *09. 

Eaf -Oakley,  in  Bray,  248. 

Eafon,  a hamlet  of  Welford,  413. 

Eaton- Bray , parifh  of,  78,  79.  Architecture  of 
the  church,  29. 

Eaton- Ha/lings,  parifh  of,  273. 

Eaton-Socon,  parifh  of,  79,  80.  Stained  glafs  in 
the  church,  30. 

Eddington,  a tithing  of  Hungerford,  295.  The 
manor,  298. 

conjectures  concerning  the  battle  of,  1 62. 

Edgcot,  parifh  of,  553. 

Edlefborough,  parifh  of,  553,  554. 

Edmund  St.  a native  of  Abingdon,  226. 

Edward  the  Confejfor,  his  palace  at  Old-Windfor, 
413.  At  Brill,  522. 

Edward  the'Elder,  builds  a fortrefs  at  Bedford,  2. 
Defeats  the  Danes  at  Tempsford,  ibid.  Builds 
a fortrefs  on  each  fide  the  Oufe  at  Bucking- 
ham, 450.  524.  Plis  death  at  Faringdon, 
27  6. 

Edward  I.  king,  refides  at  Afheridge,  619.  At 
Ifenhamfted-Cheneys,  584.  Refides  at  Wind- 
for and  holds  a great  tournament  there,  418. 

Edward  II.  king,  at  Reading,  329.  His  refidence 
at  Windfor,  418. 

Edward  III.  king,  at  Dunftaple,  74.  Born  at 
Windfor,  418.  Entry  of  his  baptifm  on  the 
Claufe  Roll,  ibid.  His  magnificent  buildings 
at  Windfor,  ibid.  His  refidence  at  Ifenhain- 
fled-Cheneys,  584.. 

Edward  IV.  king,  at  Reading,  330.  His  tomb 
at  Windfor,  2x0.  425. 

Edward  VI.  King,  at  Reading,  330. 
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Echuards  family , 17.  Their  monuments  at  Arlefey, 
40.  At  Henlow,  93. 

Edworth,  parifh  of,  81. 

Egginton , a hamlet  and  manor  in  Leighton-Bufard, 

i°5*. 

F.gfrld,  king,  his  death  at  Abingdon,  219. 

Ekeney,  parifh  of,  613. 

Ekins  Dr.  redlor  of  Quainton,  623. 

Elcot,  a tithing  of  Kentbury,  306. 

Elderfeld  Chrfopher , his  benefaction  to  Harwell 
for  buying  cows  for  the  poor,  290. 

Eleanor  Queen,  her  corpfe  reds  at  Dunftaple,  74* 

Elizabeth  Queen,  at  Aldermaflon,  231.  At  Afhe- 
ridge  (when  princefs),  620.  At  Cheneys, 
584.  At  Dunftaple,  74.  At  Englefield,  275. 
At  Hampden,  571.  At  Hitcham,  579*  At 
Newbury,  319.  At  Princes- Rifborough,  627. 
At  Reading,  330.  At  Shardeloes,  496.  At 
Stoke-Poges,  636.  At  Whaddon,  662.  At 
Wing  (wiien  princefs),-  663.  Keeps  the 
feftival  of  St.  George  with  great  folemnity 
at  Windfor,  422. 

FJhflorough,  parifh  of,  333,  356.  688. 

El/low,  parifh  of,  81,  82.  Priory  and  parifh 
church,  28,  29.  8t. 

Elfyng  family , tombs  of  at  Eaft-Garfton,  283. 

Elwes  John,  of  Marcham,  315. 

Elynton  and  Spencers,  in  Cookham,  manor  of,  267. 

Emberton,  parifh  of,  336. 

Enborne,  parifh  of,  273,  274.  Singular  cuflom 
of  the  manor,  274. 

End  alls,  in  Wargrave,  manor  of,  686. 

Englefield,  parifh  of,  274 — 276. 

houfe,  feat  of  R.  Benyon  efq.  273. 

Englefield,  ot  White- Knights,  and  Englefield, 
baronet,  account  of  the  family,  180.  274. 
Their  monuments  at  Englefield,  275.  At 
Sunning,  381. 

Englewood,  in  Kentbury,  306. 

Entry , lingular  in  the  regilter  at  Wantage,  409. 

Efcape  providential,  102. 

Effex  family,  179. 

Sir  Thomas,  Ipis  monument  at  La*bourn, 

310\ 

Efbury,  in  Lambourn,  manor  of,  308. 

F thorp,  in  Waddefdon,  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Chefter- 
field,  633,  656. 

Eton,  parifh  of,  336 — 360.  Account  of  the 
college,  336 — 338.  Eminent  perfons  edu- 
cated at  the  fchool,  557.  Cuflom  of  the 
Montem,  337,  55S.  Defcription  of  the  col- 
lege, 55S>  559-  The  chapel,  339.  Library, 
& c.  360.  Manor  of  Eton,  ibid. 

Eton,  in  Appleton,  manor  of,  234. 

Eton-bury,  manor  of,  40. 

Eton-Stockdales,  manor  of,  36°. 

Evelyn  family,  tombs  of,  at  Burnham,  532. 

Even  dons,  manor  of,  in  Wokingham,  441. 


Everington,  in  Yattendon,  manor  of,  446. 
Everfaw,  a hamlet  of  Biddlefdon,  310. 

Everfsolt,  parifh  of,  82. 

Ever  ton,  parifh  of,  ibid. 

Exeter  Duchefs  of,  her  tomb  at  Windfor,  2x1.427. 
Expeditation  of  Dogs,  explained,  363,  note. 

Expence  Martin,  a famous  archer,  263. 

Ewden,  in  Hambleden,  manor  of,  368. 

Eyre  family,  467.  Tombs  of,  at  Burnham,  332. 

Sir  James,  late  chief  jullice,  buried  at  Ruf* 

combe,  332. 

Eyfton,  family  of,  180.  1 86.  292. 

Eyworth,  parifh  of,  82,  83. 

F. 

Fairfax  family,  monuments  of,  at  Hurft,  30s! 
Faldo,  family  of,  115. 

Faringdon,  account  of,  276 — 279.  Market  and 
fairs,  276.  The  caltle,  and  fieges  of  the 
town  in  the  civil  war,  277.  Manors,  277, 
27S.  Parifh  church,  279. 

Faringdon  Little,  a hamlet  of  Langford,  31 1. 
Faringdon-hoi/fe,  made  a royal  garrifon,  277. 
Farley,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  110. 

hofpital,  no,  nr. 

Far  low,  or  Fawler,  a hamlet  of  Sparfholt,  371. 
Farmer  family,  tombs  of,  at  Cookham,  267. 
Farnborough,  parifh  of,  279,  280. 

Farndifo,  parifh  of,  83. 

Farnh am- Royal,  parifh  of,  361. 

Fawley  Great,  parifh  of,  280. 

Fawley,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  parifh  of,  561,  362. 

Court,  feat  of  Strickland  Freeman  efq.  362. 

Faxes  Court,  in  Sulhamfted  Abbots,  manor  of,  378. 
Fearnham,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Shrivenham,  369. 
Feafs  of  the  fraternity  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  227,  228. 
Fell  Bf.iop,  born  at  Longworth,  not  at  Sunning- 
well,  as  erroneoufly  flated  by  fome  authors, 
314.  382.  ‘ 

Felmerjham,  parifh  of,  83,  84.  The  church,  29. 

84. 

Fenlahe-  Earns,  in  Cardington,  16  63. 

Fennels- GroVe,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  109. 

in  Great-Kimbell,  manor  of,  388. 

Fenny  Stratford,  a hamlet  of  Bletchley,  313 — 313. 
The  chapel  rebuilt,  313.  Various  charters 
for  a market  now  difufed,-3i3.  Suppofed  to 
have  been  Magiovintum,  a Roman  flation,  483. 
Fenton,  the  poet,  buried  at  Eaflhampfled,  283. 
Fermanagh  Lady,  her  feat  at  Middle-Claydon,  343. 
Fern-hill,  in  Winkfield,  437..  686. 

Felliplacc family,  179.  2S8.  Monuments  of  them 
at  Appleton,  234.  At  Kingflon-Bagpuze, 
307.  At  Marcham,  373.  At  Little-Shef- 
ford,  360. 

Field  Richard,  buried  at  Windfor,  427. 

Filgrave , 
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Filgrave,  parifh  of,  63 3. 

Finchampjled,  parifh  of,  280,  281. 

Fingejl,  parifh  of,  562,  363. 

Finmore  William , his  monument  at  North-Hinkfey, 
294.  Richard,  his  monument  at  Reading, 
342- 

Firmband,  family  of,  ir. 

Fijher  Sir  Michael , his  monument  at  Clifton,  6 9. 

j Fitz-Hngh,  in  Edlefborough,  manor  of,  554. 

Fitz- Jeffery , family  of,  12. 

Fitzwarrcn,  family  of,  178.  Their  monuments  at 
Wantage,  210,  211.  409. 

Flackwell-heath , a hamlet  of  High-Wycombe,  677. 

Flamwells , in  Houghton  Conqueft,  manor  of,  97. 

Flavills,  in  Renhold,  manor  of,  127. 

Fleetwood  family,  monuments  of,  at  Chalfont  St. 
Giles,  535. 

— Bijhop,  -reftor  of  Wexham,  662. 

Flitton , parifh  of,  84 — 87. 

Flit  wick,  parifh  of,  87,  88. 

Foli-john,  manor  and  park,  436,  437. 

Fonts,  ancient  in  Bedfordfhire,  31,  32.  In  Berk- 
fhire,  207.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  4S9. 

Foot  Topham,  his  monument  at  Windfor,  435. 

Ford,  a hamlet  of  Dinton,  550,  55  t. 

Ford,  Gilbert  and  Simon,  vicars  or  St.  Lawrence, 
Reading,  343. 

Forjler  Anthony,  his  monument  at  Cumner,  270, 
271. 

• family,  and  their  monuments  at  Alder- 

malton,  230,  231. 

Fortefcue,  of  Salden,  bardnet,  61 1. 

■ Sir  John,  his  monument  at  Murefley, 

ibid. 

Forty  Green,  in  Penn,  619. 

Foffils  extraneous,  in  Bedfordfhire,  19.  In  Berk- 
fhire,  191,  192.  Native  and  extraneous  in  • 
Buckinghamfhire,  477,  478. 

Fo/ler  Dr.  provoft  of  Eton,  685. 

Fowler  family , 467.  687. 

Chrijlopher , vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Read- 
ing. 344- 

Fowlers  and  Lambards,  a capital  manfion  in  Buck- 
ingham, 528. 

Fowlers,  in  Stewkley,  manor  of,  633. 

Fowlefcote,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  South-Moreton, 
3i>5. 

Fox  Francis,  vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Reading,  344. 

Foxcote,  parifh  of,  5' 63. 

Foxleys , in  Bray,  manor  of,  247. 

Frank  family,  their  monuments  at  Stoke-Hamond, 

63S- 

Franklin  family,  17.  Their  tombs  at  Bolnhurft,  6;. 
At  Pavenham,  123. 

Frankys  family,  tombs  of,  at  Water-Stratford, 
643- 

Frecheville  Lady,  her  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 

Free-lench,  forfeited  by  incontinency,  lingular 
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method  of  recovering  in  the  manor  of  Chad- 
dleworth,  257.  At  Enborne,  274. 

Freeman  family,  468.  362. 

Free-fchool,  at  Cbildrey,  ftatutes  of,  261. 
Frethorne,  in  Childrey,  manor  of,  259,  260. 

Friars  Black,  their  convent  at  Dunflaple,  7 6. 

Grey,  their  houfe  at  Bedford,  48.  At 

Aylefbury,  502.  Deed  of  Surrender,  502, 
303,  note.  At  Reading,  336,  337. 

Friend  Dr.  John,  his  monument  at  Hitcham,  379. 
Frilfordj  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Marcham,  313. 
Fr'ilfham,  parifh  of,  28  r. 

Frogmorc-houfe , near  Windfor,  433. 

Fulbrook,  a hamlet  of  Hogfhaw,  381. 

Fullers  earth  pits,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  477,  478. 
Fulmere,  parifh  of,  363,  364. 

Place,  formerly  a feat  of  the  Darells,  563. 

Fyfield,  parifh  of,  28r,  282. 

houfe,  in  Bray,  248. 

Fynderne  family,  tombs  of,  at  Cbildrey,  2 60. 

Fytton  Lawrence,  his  tomb  at  Sunning,  381. 

G. 

Gafford,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Marcham,  315;. 
685. 

Garrard  family,  monuments  of,  at  Lambourn, 

3xoy 

Sir  William,  monument  of  at  Dorney,  331. 

Garrfon  Parliamentary , at  Abingdon,  221.  At 
Aylefbury,  502.  At  Borllall,  431.  517. 
At  Newport-Pagnell,  612.  At  Windfor- 
Caftle,  419. 

■ Royal,  at  Abingdon,  220.  ' At  Borflall, 

451,432.  317.  At  Brill,  523.  At  Faring- 
don,  277.  At  Greenland-houfe,  452.  568. 
At  Hillefdon-houfe,  578.  At  Horfendon, 
582.  At  Newport-Pagnell,  451.  612.  At 
Reading,  331.  At  Wallingford,  397. 
GarJlon~EaJl,  parifh  of,  283. 

Garter,  order  of  the,  421 — 423. 

Gafcoigne  family,  monuments  of,  at  Cardington,  63. 
Gafrell family,  tombs  of,  at  Eafl-Garflon,  283. 
Gawcot,  a hamlet  of  Buckingham,  329. 

Gayhurjl,  or  Gothurjl,  parifh  of,  364,  363. 

• feat  of  Mifs  Wrighte,  474.  492.  564. 

Gays,  the  feat  of  Lord  Lindores,  1S2.  248. 
Geering  family,  tombs  of,  at  Dench  worth,  272. 
Gentry  of  Bedfordfhire  and  their  feats,  16.  Of 
Berkfhire,  184 — 186.  Of  Buckinghamfhire, 
473.  474- 

Gerbier,  Sir  Balihazer,  buried  at  Hampfled-Mar- 
fhall,  2S6. 

Gery  family,  13.  Tombs  of,  133. 

Gjffard  family,  their  monuments  in  Moulsford 
chapel,  262,  263. 

Giffords,  in  Shsnley,  manor  of,  629. 

5C2 
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Giles  Nathaniel,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 

Gill  Alderman,  monument  of,  at  Wyrardifbury, 
682. 

Gilpin  family,  tombs  of,  at  HocklifFe,  95. 

Ginge-Eaf,  in  Welt-Hendred,  manor  of,  293. 

•  IVcf,  in  Lockinge,  manor  of,  ,313. 

Girtford,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Sandy,  130. 

Gin/nd  family,  467. 

Glory,  the  manor  of,  in  Wooburn,  671. 

Gloucefer,  late  Duke  of,  his  feat  at  Cranbourn- 
Lodge,  437. 

Goal  County,  lately  built  at  Bedford,  30,  51.  For 
Berks,  in  ancient  times,  at  Wallingford  and 
Windfor,  400.  434.  Removed  to  Reading, 
359.  Site  of  the  old  Goal  there,  ibid.  New 
Goal,  built  in  1793,  ibid.  County  Goal  for 
Buckinghamfhire,  built  at  Aylefbury  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VIII.  504.  Ancient  County 
Goal  at  Buckingham,  526.  New  Goal,  built 
there  in  7748,  525. 

Godwin  Thomas,  mailer  of  Abingdon  fchool,  230. 
His  tomb  at  Brightwell,  250. 

Thomas , Bilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  his 

monument  at  Wokingham,  442. 

Golafre family , 281,282. 

•  Sir  John,  his  monument  at  Fyfield,  2 jo. 

282. 

Goldington,  parilh  of,  88,  89. 

Goldington  family,  tombs  of,  at  Litlington,  106. 

Goldington' s , manor  of,  in  Eaton-Socon,  80.  In 
Litlington,  ic6. 

Goodall  Rev.  Wm.  his  feat  at  Dinton,  550. 

Goodryngton  John,  his  tomb  at  Appleton,  234. 

Goodwin  family,  669,  670. 

Goofy,  parilh  of,  283. 

Gordon  Lady,  her  monument  at  Fyfield,  21 1.  282. 

Gorefelds,  near  Stoke-Goldington,  manor  of,  63 4.^ 

G of  wick,  of  Willington,  baronet,  family  of,  12. 
150,  15 1.  Their  monuments,  15 1. 

Gothic  ArchiteEture,  remains  of,  in  Bedfordlhire, 
29,  30.  In  Berkfhire,  205,  206.  In  Buck- 
inghamlbire,  487. 

Golf , Sir  Id.  T.  his  feat  at  Chalfont- Saint  Peter, 

53J 

Grafton,  a hamlet  of  Langford,  311. 

Granborough,  parilh.  of,  5 65 . 

Granfones,  manor  of,  685. 

Grant,  George,  his  feat  at  White-Waltham,  406. 

Gravenhurjl,  Upper,  parilh  of,  89,  90. 

Lower,  parilh  of,  90. 

Gray  family,  tombs  of,  71. 

Thomas,  the  poet,  buried  at  Stoke-Poges, 

638.  Monuments  eredled  to  his  memory,  in 
Mr.  Penn’s  grounds,  ibid. 

Greal-Hampjled  Someries,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  no. 

Green,  Matthew,  his  tomb  at  Windfoi,  428. 

Greenham,  a hamlet  of  Thatcham,  387.  Pre- 
ceptory  there,  ibid. 


Greenhams , in  Maids-Moreton,  manor  of,  609. 
Greenhi/l,  Robert,  his  feat  at  Checkers,  553. 
Greenland,  manor  of,  in  H'ambleden,  568. 

• houfe,  a royal  garrifon,  ibid. 

Green  way,  Sir  Anthony,  tomb  of  Lekhamfted,  594. 
Gregories,  the  feat  of  Edmund  Burke,  30S. 
Gregory,  John,  a native  of  Amerlham,  498. 
Grendon-Underwood,  parilh  of,  563,  366. 

Grenville  family,  467,  473.  Their  feat  and  monu- 
ments at  Wotton-Underwood,  673. 

Grenville's  manor  in  Haddenhatn,  367. 

Grey  family,  (Lords  Ruthin  and  Earls  of  Kent)  1 r. 
84,  85.  Their  portraits,  85.  Thir  monu- 
ments in  Flitton  church,  86. 

Arthur,  Lord,  his  feat  at  Whaddon,  662. 

His  monument  in  the  church,  663. 

Richard,  Lord,  his  monument  at  Blechley, 

55  9- 

— Zachary,  redtor  of  Houghton  Conqucft, 

his  monument,  99. 

Grey-Friars  at  Bedford,  48.  At  Aylelbury,  302. 

at  Reading,  336,  337. 

Grey-Weathers,  what,  192. 

Grief  ey,  or  Greafely,  liberty  and  manor  of  in  Sul- 
hamfted- Abbots,  377,  378. 

Grimefdike  in  Buckinghamlhire,  493. 

Grif  in  Iver,  587. 

Grocyn , IV.  Rector  of  Newton-Longueville,  612. 
Grove,  parilh  of,  366. 

a hamlet  of  Wantage,  408. 

a manor  in  Chelham,  337. 

■ a manor  in  Ellelborough,  333. 

Grove-bury  in  Leighton-Bufard,  manor  of,  104. 
Grubb  family,  468. 

John,  his  feat  at  Horfendon,  582. 

Guife,  family  of,  40,  41. 

Oxford,  Roger , tomb  of  at  Middle- Claydans,  343 

H. 

Hacket,  family  of,  345. 

Hachney-coaches,  when  firil  ufed,  42. 

Haddenham,  parilh  of,  36 6,  367. 

Haddon,  Dorothy,  monument  of,  593. 

Hadley,  manor  of,  685. 

Hagbourn,  Eaf,  parilh  of,  2 S4,  285. 

Wef,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Eafi-Hag- 

bourn,  284. 

Haines-hill,  the  feat  of  the  late  Mrs.  Colleton,  301. 
Hale  family,  tombs  of  at  Windfor,  435. 

Hale,  in  Wendover,  manor  of,  659. 

Hales,  John,  his  tomb  at  Eton,  559. 

Hall-place,  the  feat  of  Sir  William  Ealt,  300. 
Hallowick,  a hamlet  of  Medmenham,  605 . 

Halton,  parilh  of,  567.  Seat  of  Sir  John  Dalh- 
wood-King,  ibid. 

Ham  in  Waddtfdon,  manor  of,  655* 

Ham 
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Ham-houfe  in  Wantage,  408. 

Hambleden , parifh  of,  56S — 57°' 

Hamilton,  T.  A.  epitaph  of,  at  Newport-Pagnell, 
61.3. 

Hammond,  Dr.  imprifoned  at  Clapham,  69. 
Hamond,  of  Holly-Grove,  baronet,  183. 

Hampden  family , 467.  570.  Tombs  of  at  Hamp- 
den, 571.  At  Hartwell,  575. 

John,  attacks  the  garrifon  at  Brill,  451. 

513.  Buried  at  Hampden,  571. 

Hampden  Great , parifh  of,  57°,  571. 

•  — Little , parifh  of,  S7l- 

Hampjled,  Eajl , parifh  of,  283.  The  Park,  a royal 
refidence,  ibid. 

•  Marjhall,  parifh  of,  285,  286.  Seat 

of  the  Earl  of  Craven  deftroyed  by  fire, 
286. 

Norris,  parifh  of,  287,  288. 

Hanger  family,  tombs  of,  249. 

Hanmer  of  Simpfon,  baronet,  472.  630. 

monuments  of  the  family,  ibid. 

Edward,  his  feat  at  Stockgrove,  632. 

Hannes,  Sir  Edward,  his  monument  at  Shilling- 
ford,  361. 

Hatmey,' parifh  of,  288,  289. 

Eaf,  a hamlet  of  Weft,  or  Church- 

Hanney,  288. 

Hanflape,  parifh  of,  37  r — 573.  Fall  of  the 
fpire,  5 72. 

Park,  the  feat  of  Edward  Watts  efq. 
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Hanfed  in  Adftock,  manor  of,  495. 

Hardmead,  parifh  of,  573. 

Hardwell-cafle,  an  ancient  entrenchment,  214. 
Hardwick,  parifh  of,  573,  574. 

Hardwyck,  a hamlet  of  Kempfton,  101. 

Hare,  Bifhop,  buried  at  Chalfont-St.  Giles,  534. 
Hare-hatch , in  Wargrave,  412. 

Harleyford,  feat  of  Sir  William  Clayton,  599. 
Harlington,  parifh  of,  90,  91. 

Harold,  town  and  parifh  of,  91,  92.  Priory,  91. 
Harper,  Sir  William,  his  monument,  52.  His  be- 
nefactions to  the  town  of  Bedford,  33 — 55. 
Vaft  increafe  of  the  funds  arifing  from  his 
charities,  54.  \ 2 

Harrington,  Sir  John,  his  feat  at  Old-Windfor, 
184.  414. 

Harrifon  family,  monuments  of  at  Hurft,  301,302. 
Hart,  Walter,  his  monument  at  Abingdon,  226. 
Hartley,  family,  179.  253.  Their  tombs  at  Buckle- 
bury,  254. 

Court,  in  Shinfield,  manor  of,  362. 

Hartley-Dummer,  in  Shinfield,  manor  of,  361. 
Hartridge,  in  Afhampfted,  manor  of,  236. 
Hartfholm,  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

Hartwell,  parifh  of,  574,  57 5. 

■ houfe,  feat  of  Sir  George  Lee,  574. 

Hartwell,  Abraham,  reCtor  of  Toddington,  145. 
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Harvey  family , V] . Their  feat  at  Ickvvell,  119. 
Monuments  in  Northill  church,  120. 

David,  his  monument  at  Langley,  S9°- 

Sir  Robert- Batefon,  his  feat  at  Langley- 

Park,  ibid. 

Harwell,  parifh  of,  290. 

Harwood,  Great,  parifh  of,  SIS- 

’■ Little,  parifh  of,  SIS’  57^’ 

Hafcard,  Dr.  his  monument  at  Stoke-Poges,  638. 
Hajfells  the,  feat  of  Fr.  Pym  efq.  130. 

Hafelden  family,  1 2 . 

Hafings,  chapel  at  Windfor,  427. 

William,  Lord,  buried  at  Windfor,  ibid. 

family,  buried  at  Stoke-Poges,  638. 

Hafingfury  in  Kempfton,  manor  of,  xoi. 

Hatch,  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

Hatfor-d,  parifh  of,  290,  291. 

Hatley- Port , or  Cockayne,  parifh  of,  92.  683. 
Haverfham,  parifh  of,  576. 

Hawes  family,  tombs  of  at  Parley,  326. 

Hawkins,  Mrs.  her  monument  at  Abingdon,  g 2 S- 
PIawne$,  or  Haynes,  parifh  of,  92,  93. 

feat  of  Lord  Carteret,  93. 

Hawridge,  parifh  of,  S7^>  5 77- 
Hawteridge,  a hamlet  of  Bucklebury,  254. 

Hawtrey  family,  at  Checkers,  555-  Tombs  of  at 
Burnham,  532. 

Hayes  family,  tombs  of  at  Ciewer,  263. 

Ha-ze/den  family,  tombs  of  at  Geldington,  88. 
Head  family,  170.  287.  Their  tombs  at  Weft- 
Ilfley , 303. 

Hearne,  Thomas,  born  at  White-Waltham,  407. 
Heath  zn&Rcach,  a hamlet  of  Leigh  ton-Bufard,  105. 
Heathley-hall  in  Warfield,  410. 

Heberden,  Dr.  his  monument  at  Windfor,  435. 
Hedger  ley,  parifh  of,  577. 

Bulfrode,  manor  of,  ibid. 

■ — — Dean  in  Farnham  Royal,  561. 

Iledfor,  parifh  of,  577,  378. 

Lodge,  feat  of  Lord  Bofton,  577* 

Hellows  in  North-Crawley,  manor  of,  545* 
Helpfhorp,  a hamlet  of  Drayton-Beauchamp,  552. 
Hen,  Lord  Chief  Baron,  buried  at  Hambleden,  570. 
Hendens,  manor  of,  in  Bray,  247,  248. 

Hendred,  Eaf,  parifh  of,  291,  292. 

Weft,  parifh  of,  293. 

Henlow,  parifh  of,  93,  94. 

•  ■ Lanthony,  manor  of,  93. 

•  Warden,  manor  of,  Hid. 

Henry  I.  King,  educated  at  Abingdon,  220.  Re- 
fides  at  Dunftaple,  73.  Removes  his  court 
from  Old  Windfor  to  New  Windfor,  414, 
47 S-  Married  at  Windfor,  416.  Buried  at 
Reading-abbey,  of  which  he  was  the  found- 
er, 328. 

II.  King,  at  Brill,  322.  At  Reading,  329. 

At  Windfor,  416.  Holds  a general  council 
at  Wallingford,  394. 

Henry 
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Henry  III.  King,  at  Abingdon,  220.  Befieges 
Bedford  caltle,  45.  At  Brill,  522.  At 
Cippenham,  531.  At  Dunftaple,  74.  At 
Faringdon,  277.  At  Reading,  329. 

VI.  King,  at  Dunftaple,  74.  Founder  of 

Eton  College,  556.  His  ftatue  there,  339. 
Place  of  his  fepulture  at  Windfor,  423. 

VIII.  King,  at  Reading,  330.  Buried  at 

Windfor,  425.  His  monument  deftroyed, 
ibid. 

Hcrclond,  Richard  de,  his  tomb  at  Wolhampton, 
208.  444. 

Hermitage  at  St.  Leonard’s-hill,  684. 

in  Hampfted-Norris,  287. 

Herne,  Sir  William,  his  villa  at  Maidenhead,  248. 

Herfchel , Dr.  his  refidence  at  Slough,  634. 

Idervey  family,  12.  . 

Sir  Gerrard,  his  monument  at  Carding- 

ton,  65. 

Heybor tie  fields,  in  Lekhamfted,  manor  of,  394. 

Hey/in,  Peter,  refides  at  Lacies-court,  224. 

Heywood  in  White-Waltham,  manor  of,  405. 

Hickman,  Bilhop,  redtor  of  Taplow,  647. 

High  am- G obion , parifh  of,  94. 

Hilderfey , Mark,  redtor  of  Hoi  well,  95. 

Hill  family,  monuments  of  at  Denham,  349. 

Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Flitton,  86. 

Hill-end,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  271. 

Hill-hoife  in  White-Waltham,  403. 

Hillerfdon  family,  tombs  of  at  Elftow,  81.  At 
Stoke-Hamond,  633. 

Hillefdon,  parifti  of,  578,  379.  The  church,  4S7, 
488.  379. 

Hilfey  family,  tomb  of  at  Eaft-Ilfley,  303. 

Hinkfcy,  North,  parifti  of,  293,  294.  - 

South,  parifti  of,  294. 

Hinton,  parifti  of,  294. 

■ Liberty,  in  Hurft,  301. 

Hinwick-hall  in  Pudington,  formerly  a feat  of 
the  Livefays,  125. 

houfe,  the  feat  of  R.  Orlebar  efq.  ibid.  ' 

Hippefey,  Sir  f.  Coxe,  his  i feat  at  Warfield,  184. 
410. 

Rev.  John,  fupervifor  of  the  hofpital  at 

Eambourn,  309, 

family,  tombs  of  at  Lambourn,  309. 

Hitcham,  parifti  of,  379. 

Hitchendon,  parifti  of,  380,  381.  Seat  of  the 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Conyngham,  380. 

. Hoare,  H.  H.  his  feat  at  Wavendon,  638. 

Hobart,  Sir  Miles , his  monument  at  Great  Mar- 
low, 600. 

Hoby  family,  their  monuments  at  Bifham,  243. 

Hocfelle  in  Stratfield-Mortimer,  manorof,  373. 

Hockliffe,  parifti  of,  94,  93. 

Hodcot  in  Well-IIiley,  a manor  and  feat  of  the  late 
Mr.  Head,  303. 


Hodgfon,  Robert,  his  monument  at  Tingrith,  142. 
Hoe  in  Wotton,  manor  of,  133. 

Hoggefon,  parifti  of,  381. 

Hogfaw,  parifti  of,  5 Si,  382. 

Holland  of  Wittenham,  baronet,  184. 

Hollingdon,  a hamlet  of  Soulbury,  632. 

Holly-grove  in  Old-Windfor,  feat  of  Mr.  Mackay, 
4i5- 

Holme  cum  Langford,  manorof,  37. 

Park,  the  feat  of  R.  Palmer  Efq.  184,  379. 

Holmer  in  Little  Miffenden,  manor  of,  608. 

Holt,  Sir  Thomas,  a native  of  Reading,  345. 

Hoi  well,  parifti  of,  95. 

Holy-Crofs,  fraternity  of,  at  Abingdon,  226 — 
228. 

Holyman,  fames,  a native  of  Cuddington,  347. 
Holyport,  a hamlet  of  Bray,  248. 

Home , Sir  Patrick,  his  monument  at  Cockayne- 
Hatley,  92. 

Idoneywood,  Robert , his  monument  at  Windfor, 
427. 

H 00  family,  11.  108, 

Hooke  family,  tombs  of  at  Sunning,  381. 

•  Nathaniel,  his  monument  at  Hedfor,  378. 

Hooker,  redlor  of  Drayton-Beauchamp,  352. 
Hopkins,  Robert,  his  feat  at  Tidmarfh,  388. 

— — Northey,  Major-general,  his  feat  at  Oving, 
617. 

Hopfoti  family , tombs  of,  at  Beenham,  240. 

Horn,  ancient,  at  Hungerford,  296.  At  Pufey, 
326.  At  Borftall,  517. 

Horfendon,  parifti  of,  3S2. 

Horton,  parifti  of,  382. 

in  Edlefborough,  hamlet  and  manor, 

55 4>  555- 

Idorton-hall,  in  Edlefborough  and  Slapton,  manor 
of,  631. 

Hofpiials,  ancient,  at  Bedford,  48,  49.  At  Dun- 
ftaple, 76.  At  Hockliffe,  95.  At  Farley, 
near  Luton,  no,  in.  At  Toddington, 
143-,  T46.  At  Abingdon,  228,  229.  At 
Hungerford,  298.  At  Lambourn,  309, 
310.  At  Newbury,  321.  At  Reading, 
34S,  349.  At  Donnington,  35S,  339.  At 
Lucklcy-green  in  Wokingham,  443*  At 
Aylefbury,  506.  686,  687.  Intended  at  Bra- 
denham,  518/  At  Newport-Pagnell,  614. 
At  Stoke-Pages,  638,  639.  At  High- 
Wy combe,  678. 

Houghton- Bury,  feat  of  the  Conquefts,  96. 
Conqurjl,  parifti  of,  93 — 99. 

■  Franchift,  parfonage  of,  99. 

Gildables,  parlonage  of,  ibid, 

- How-end,  manorof,  97. 

•  Park,  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Aylefbury, 

14.96,97. 

■  Regis , parifti  of,  99,  100. 
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Ilovfe  of  Commons,  curious  picture  of,  549. 
Howard,  Sir  John,  refides  at  Cardington,  63. 
Tablet  to  his  memory,  ibid. 

Sir  Robert,  imprifoned  in  the  Fleet  for 

Adultery,  637. 

Howberry,  ancient  feat  of  the  Bechers,  now  of 
Mr.  Polhill,  127. 

Honvcots  in  Cople,  manor  of,  71. 

Howe  in  Meppefhall,  manor  of,  683. 

Hadden,  or  Hidden,  in  Hungerford,  manor  of,  298. 
Hudnall  in  Edlefborough,  hamlet  and  manor  of, 

554>  555’.  . . „ 

Hulcot  in  Buckinghamfhire,  parifh  of,  582,  3S3. 
Hulcote  in  Bedfordfhire,  parifh  of,  1 00. 

Hulcote  family,  monument  ot  at  Buckland,  233. 

William,  a lingular  character,  252. 

Humberfioe,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Caduington 
and  Studham,  63.  137. 

Hundreds,  ancient  and  modern  in  Bedfordfhire,  3. 
In  Berklhire,  165  — 167.  In  Buckingham- 
fhire,  452. 

Hundridge,  a hamlet  of  Chelham,  538. 
Hungerford,  town  and  parifh  of,  295.  298.  Mar- 
ket, &c.  295.  Manors,  295 — 298.  Parifh 
church  and  charities,  298. 

— Little,  in  Hampfted -Norris,  287. 

• Park , the  feat  of  John  Willes  efq. 

296. 

family,  180.  296,  297.  Their  monu- 
ments at  Hungerford,  298.  At  Reading,  342. 
Hunt,  Roger,  his  tomb  at  Roxton,  129. 
Huntercombe  in  Burnham,  manor  of,  53  r.  687. 
Huntfmore  in  Iver  and  Langley,  587.  591. 

Hurely,  parifh  of,  299,  300.  Priory,  211,  ill. 
299,  300. 

Hurfi,  parifh  of,  300 — 302. 

houfe,  feat  of  Mrs.  Wowen,  30  X. 

Hujhorn- Crawley,  parifh  of,  100,  101. 

Idufes  in  South-Moreton,  manor  of,  316. 

Hyde  family,  272.  Their  monuments  at  Hurft, 
302.  At  Denchworth,  272.  At  Purley, 
326.  At  Sparfholt,  370.  At  Sutton- 
Courtenay,  3S3. 

Hynde  family,  tombs  of  at  Hedfor,  37§* 

Hyriden  in  Bray,  manor  of,  247. 

Hyndens  in  Bray,  and  Cookham,  manor  of,  267. 

I. 

Ickfonl  parifh  of,  3 S3. 

Ickwell  in  Northill,  manor  of,  119. 

Bury,  feat  of  the  Harvey  family,  ibid. 

Idjlone  in  Afhbury,  hamlet  and  manor,  236. 
Ikeneld-Jlreet , its  courfe  through  Bedfordfhire,  25. 
Berkfhire,  202.  Buckinghamfhire,  483, 
484.  . 

Ilmer,  parifh  of,  5 S3. 


Ilfley-Eafl,  town  and  parifh,  303. 

Wejl,  parifh  of,  303,  304. 

Incumbency , long,  inftances  of,  66.  4c 6. 

Ingelo,  Nathaniel,  his  tomb  at  Eton,  339. 

Ingelton  family,  467.  Their  tombs  at  Thornton,, 
491.  649. 

Itiglis  of  Milton-Bryant,  baronet,  15.  118. 
Ingold/by  family,  remarkable  hiftory  of,  327,  528. 

Buried  at  Buckingham,  328. 

Inkpen,  parifh  of,  304. 

Inn,  ancient,  at  Bedford,  49.  At  Fenny-Stratford, 

515’ 

Infcriptions,  ancient,  at  Sunninghill,  204.  382. 

At  North-Crawley,  343. 

Infurredion  at  Abingdon,  220. 

Ion-houfe  in  Gravenhurft,  89,  90. 

Irby,  Hon.  Mr.  his  feat  at  Brightwell  court,  532. 
Ifabel,  Qpeen,  at  Sunning,  379. 

Ifbury,  John,  his  tomb  at  Lambourn,  211.  309. 
Ifenhampjled-Cheneys,  parifh  of,  584,  383. 

Ivel  river,  its  courfe  through  Bedfordfhire,  21. 
Iver,  parifh  of,  383 — 387. 

Ives  in  Bray  and  Cookham,  manor  of,  24S. 

Place , the  feat  of  Thomas  Wyatt,  ibid. 

Ivinghoe,  parifli  of,  587,  3SS. 

J- 

James,  family  of,  378.  Their  tombs  at  Aving- 
ton,  238. 

Sir  Walter  J.  his  feat  at  Langley,  287. 

James  I.  King,  at  Hawnes,  92.  At  Houghton- 
Conqueft,  96,  At  Luton,  no.  At  Tod- 
dington,  143.  At  Reading,  330.  At  Aylcf- 
bury,  303. 

— II.  King,  receives  the  Pope’s  nuncio  at 

Windfor,  420. 

Jeffries,  Lord  Chancellor,  at  Bulftrode,  633, 

634- 

Jemmet  family,  their  monnments  at  Kentbury, 
306. 

Jennings  family,  12. 

John,  King,  at  Dunftaple,  74.  At  Reading,  329. 
Meet6  the  Barons  at  Wallingford,  394.  Re- 
fides at  Windfor,  417. 

Jolliffe,  Mrs.  her  monument  at  Harold,  91. 
Jordan,  Agnes,  her  tomb  at  Denham,  491.  549. 
Junius,  Francis,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  426. 
Jiflice,  Fr.  his  feat  at  Sutton-Courtenay,  183. 
384. 

K. 

Kates-Gore  in  Eafl-Ilfley,  303. 

Kcate family,  tombs  of  at  Eafl-Hagbourn,  284. 
At  Lockinge,  313. 

Kcmpfon, 
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Kempjlon,  parifh  of,  ioi,  102. 

- — Fifsers,  ") 

——————  ^dlardwy  ~k  r Manors  of,  ioi,  102. 

— ■ St.  John,  3 

Kendrick , of  Whitley,  baronet,  182.  341. 

■ : John,  his  benefactions  to  Newbury,  322. 

To  Reading,  344.  350. 

William,  his  monument  at  Reading)  344. 

Kennet  River,  its  courfe  through  Berkfhire,  195. 
Its  fifh,  ibid. 

Kennington,  a hamlet  of  Sunningwell,  383, 
Kentbvry,  parifh  of,  304 — 3 06. 

Kcppcl , Bifhop  of  Exeter,  his  tomb  at  Windfor, 
428. 

Keyfoe,  paiifli  of,  102. 

Kidwelly  family , tombs  of,  at  Little  Wittenham, 
440. 

Kiln-green,  in  Wargrave,  412. 

Kimbell  Great,  parifh  of,  388,  589. 

Little,  parifh  of,  589. 

Kimbell-wick,  a hamlet  of  Great-Kimbell,  3S8. 
King  family,  tombs  of,  at  Wormenhall,  673. 

Bifhop  of  Chichefter,  and  Biihop  of  London, 

natives  of  Wormenhall,  ibid. 

John,  monument  of,  at  Pertenhall,  123. 

At  Iver,  5S7. 

Sir  John  Daflowoocl,  his  feats  at  Halton  and 

Wefi-Wycombe,  567,  and  679. 

Oliver,  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  his  chapel 

at  Windfor,  425,  426. 

King-Game,  or  King- Play,  explained,  344. 

Kingfey,  parifh  of,  389,  590, 

Kingfhoe,  or  Kinfes,  in  Everfholt,  manor  of,  S2. 
Kingf  on-Bagptrze,  parifh.  of,  306,  307. 

Kingf  on- Life,  a hamlet  of  Sparfholt,  370,  371. 
Kingf on-Winfow , a hamlet  and  manor,  in  Afh- 
bury,  236. 

Kingfwood,  a hamlet  of  Ludgerfnall,  59S. 

Knapp  family,  monuments  of,  at  Little -Linford, 

. 597- 

Knight  family,  tombs  of,  at  Rufcomb,  352- 
Knight -Ealingt  on,  or  Ellington,  in  Cookham,  manor 
of,  267. 

Knighton,  a hamlet  of  Compton-Beauchamp,  266. 
Knolles  family,  monument  of,  at  Stanford,  374. 
Knollys,  Francis,  his  feat  at  Fern-hill,  437. 
Knotting,  parifh  of,  1 02,  103. 

Knotty-Green,  in  Penn,  619. 

Knowles,  of  Lovel-Hill,  baronet,  183. 


L. 

Labour  manual,  extraordinary  feat  of,  262, 

Lace,  manufacture  of,  23,  24.  482,  483.  616. 
Lade's  Court , near  Abingdon,  224. 
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Lady-Place,  at  Hurley,  the  feat  of  G.  Kempenfelt 
efq.  299,  300. 

Lambert  farm,  in  Hedfor,  377,  578. 

Lambourn,  town  and  parifh  of,  307 — 310. 

Chipping,  manor  of,  307. 

Upper,  hamlet  and  manor,  307,  308. 

310. 

Lambourn  river,  its  courfe,  196.  Erroneous  notion 
refpedting  it,  ibid. 

I.amp  bron%e,  found  at  St.  Leonard’s-hill,  215. 

Lane  family,  tombs  of,  at  Upton,  633. 

Lanefey  John,  his  extraordinary  feat  of  manual 
labour,  262. 

Langford,  in  Bedfordfhire,  parifh  of,  103. 

■ in  Berkfhire,  parifh  of,  310,  311. 

Langford,  family  of,  178.  233. 

Langley,  parifh  of,  390,  591. 

• a manor  in  Plampfted-Norris,  and  feat  of 

Sir  W.  J.  James,  287. 

Park,  feat  of  Sir  R.  B.  Harvey,  390. 

Langley,  of  Kigham-Gobion,  baronet,  13.  94. 

L.angleys,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  109. 

Langport,  a hamlet  of  Stowe,  642. 

Langfon  family,  tombs  of,  at  Caversfield,  334.  At 
Little-Harvvood,  376. 

Rev.  Mr.  his  feat  at  Little-Harwood, 

575- 

Langtons,  in  Sharnbrook,  manor  of,  131. 

Lathbury,  parifh  of,  391,  392.  Seat  of  Mr.  Man- 
fell,  392. 

Latimers,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  338,  339.  Seat 
of  Lord  George  Cavendifh,  339. 

Latton  family,  306.  Their  tombs  at  Blewbury, 
244- 

Laud,  Archbifnop,  a native  of  Reading,  343.  His  • 
benefactions  to  Reading,  350. — To  Windfor, 
436.  To  Wokingham,  443. 

Launcelyn  family,  tombs  of,  71. 

Lavender,  diftillery  of,  at  Park-Place,  332. 

Lavendon,  parifh  of,  592>  593*  The  abbey,  392. 

Lawfon,  George,  his  monument  at  Milbrook,  117. 

Le  Dcfpencer  family,  monuments  of,  at  High- 
Wycombe,  680. 

Lea-River,  its  courfe  through  Bedfordfhire,  22. 

Leagrave , Lightgrave,  or  Lucy's,  manor  of,  in 
Luton,  1 10. 

Leckhampfecl,  a hamlet  of  Chevely,  238. 

Ledwich,  Nicholas,  his  tomb  at  Little-Marlow, 
602. 

Lee,  parifh  of,  304. 

Lee,  of  Moreton  and  Hartwell,  baronets,  468, 
472. 

of  Quarendon,  family  of,  468.  Created 

Vifcount  Quarendon  and  Earl  of  Litchfield, 
470.  623.  Their  monuments  at  Aylefbury, 
503.  At  Quarendon,  623,  624. 

Lee  family,  tombs  of,  at  Bmfield,  241. 

William,  his  numerous  progeny,  225. 

Lee- Grange, 
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Lee-Grange.,  in  Quainton,  manor  of,  622. 

Leicejler,  Countefs  of,  murdered  at  Cumner,  270. 

Leigbton-Bufard , town  and  parifh  of,  103 — 106. 
Erroneous  conjefture  concerning  the  name  ex- 
ploded, 103.  Markets  and  fairs,  ibid.  Ma- 
nors, 103,  104.  Religious  houfes,  104.  Pa- 
rifh  church,  30.  104.  Hamlets,  103,  106. 

Leigh  family , 17.  Their  monuments  at  Leighton- 
Bufard,  104. 

Lckhampjled , parifh  of,  594. 

Lenborough,  or  Lethenborough-honfe , a hamlet  and 
manor  in  Buckingham,  anciently  a feat  of  the 
Ingoldfbys,  527. 

Lenthall , family  of,  18 1. 

Letcombe  Baffet,  parifh  of,  311,312. 

Letcombe- Regis,  parish  of,  312,  313. 


Leverton,  manor  of,  261. 

Levinz  in  Iver,  manor  and  park,  386. 

Liebenrood  family,  monuments  of  at  Purley,  326. 
Lillies,  the  feat  of  Edmund  Nugent  efq.  574. 
Lillingf  one-Day rell,  parifh  of,  594,  595. 

Unchlade,  parifh  of,  595. 

Lincoln,  Bifhops  of,  their  palace  at  Wooburn, 
670. 

Chapel  at  Windfor,  and  monument  of  Ed- 
ward Earl  of  Lincoln,  423. 

Linford,  Great , parifh  of,  396,  597. 

Little,  parifh  of,  597. 

Lifcombe-houfe,  the  feat  of  Sir  Jonathan  Lovett, 
492.  631 

Litcote,  or  Littlecote,  a hamlet  of  Stewkley,  633. 
Litlington,  parifh  of,  106, 

Liulef  eld  Green,  1 ^ whke  Waltharn>  ^ 

J_jlttl6elXJlck  (jl'6671 ) J 

Litton  family,  tombs  of  at  Windfor,  433- 
Lloyd,  William,  Bifhop  of  Worcefler,  a native  of 
Tylehurft,  390. 

Loakes,  in  High-Wycombe,  manor  of,  676. 

Lackey  family,  monuments  of  at  Denham,  549. 
Lockinge,  Eaf , parifh  of,  313. 

Wejl,  a hamlet  of  Wantage,  408. 

Loddon  river,  its  courfe  through  Berkfhire,  195, 
196. 

Loder  family,  186. 

Longcot,  a hamlet  of  Shrivenham,  369. 

Longevity,  inflances  of,  66.  223.  271.  289.  428. 

442-  5'9-  554-  57 °-.595-  628-  6f6-  668- 

Long/and,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  buried  at  Eton', 


Longueville  family,  66 8.  Their  monuments  at 

Blunham,  60.  At  Shitlington,  132.  At 
Wolverton,  669. 

Longworlh  par Jh,  313 — 313. 

Loring,  Sir  Nigel,  his  refidence  at  Chalgrave,  66. 
Lottery,  remarkable  good  fortune  in,  299. 
Loudwater,  a hamlet  of  High-Wycombe,  677. 
Laughton,  parifh  of,  397 - 
Loveden  family,  181.  233- 
Von,  I. 


Lovelace  family,  299.  Their  feat  at  Hurley,  299, 
300. 

Lovell  hill,  the  feat  of  Charles  Shard  efq,  437. 

Lovels-bury,  in  Potefgrave,  manor  of,  224. 

Lovett  family,  467.  472.  Tombs  of  at  Elflow, 
Si.  At  Soulbury,  631. 

Sir  Jonathan,  his  feat  at  Lifcombe,  63  1 . 

Lowbrooke,  in  Bray,  manor  of,  24S. 

Lowndes  family , 468.  Monuments  of  at  Aftwcod, 
3°2. 

Lowther,  Hannah,  Mrs.,  her  tomb  at  Windfor, 
427. 

Lucas,  Lady,  her  feat  at  Wreft-Park,  85. 

Lude,  or  Lyde,  in  Wooburn,  manor  of,  671. 

Ludgcrfhall,  parifh  of,  597,  598.  Priory,  598. 

Luff  eld,  priory  of,  643. 

Luke  family,  monuments  of,  71. 

Sir  Samuel,  faid  to  be  the  Hudibras  of  Butler, 

his  feat  at  Woodend  in  Cople,  71,  72. 

Lujhington  of  Southill,  Baronet,  182.  His  feat  at 
Southill,  685. 

Luton , town  and  parifh  of,  106 — 114.  Markets 
and  fairs,  106.  Manor  and  caftle,  106 — 108, 
Various  fubordinate  manors,  108  — no.  Pa- 
rifh church,  30.  in — 1 1 3.  Redtory,  113, 
T14. 

Luton-Hoo,  feat  of  the  marquis  of  Bute,  108,  109. 

Lyford,  a hamlet  of  Hanney,  289. 

Lymes-end,  in  Lekhampfted,  manor  of,  594. 

Lynn  family,  tombs  of  at  Tidmarfh,  389. 

Lytcott,  Sir  Chrifopher,  his  tomb  at  Hanney,  289. 

M. 

Macauley  Graham,  Mrs.,  her  monument  at  Binfield, 

241- 

Magiovintam , a Roman  ftation,  26. 

Maid-Berry,  in  Elftow  and  Wilhamfted,  manor  of, 

. D°-  . - 

Maiden- Bower,  an  ancient  entrenchment,  33. 

Maidencote,  in  Eaft  Garfton,  manor  of,  283. 

Maidenhead,  town  of,  267 — 269.  Its  ancient  name 
and  hiflory,  267,  268.  Chapel  and  prefent 
ftate,  268.  Population,  269.  Bridge,  ibid. 

Major  family,  tombs  of  at  Prefton-Biffet,  622. 

Makeney,  in  Bright  well,  manor  of,  230. 

Maltravers , in  Childrey,  manor  of,  260. 

Manfeid,  Sir  Robert,  his  tomb  at  Taplow,  647. 

Manfell,  M.  D.,  his  feat  at  Lathbury,  392. 

Mansfeld,  in  Iver,  manor  of,  386. 

Manfion-houfes,  ancient,  in  Berkfhire,  212,  213.  In 
Buckinghamfhire,  492. 

Manton,  Eafi,  in  Sparfnolt,  manor  of,  371. 

Manufactures  of  Bedfordfhire,  23,  24.  Berkfhire, 
198,  199.  Buckinghamfhire,  482,  483. 

Marcham,  parifh  of,  313 

Market-cell,  lite  of  a nunnery  of  Benedidlines,  62. 
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Market  crofs  at  Leighton-Bufard,  103.  Beautiful 
one  at  Abingdon  dcftroyed,  227. 

Market -Street,  in  the  parifhes  of  Caddington  and 
Studham,  63. 

Market  towns  in  Bedfordfhire,  6.  In  Berkfhire, 
171,  172.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  459,  460. 
Markets  on  Sundays,  385,  note.  399. 

Markham,  Gervaje,  the  la (l  prior  of  Dunflaple, 

75- 

Markyate,  manor  of,  62. 

Marlow,  Great,  town  and  parifh  of,  598 — 601. 
The  borough,  598.  Market,  fair,  population, 
manors,  &c.  599.  Church,  refiory,  &c.  600. 
Schools  and  alms-houfe,  601. 

•  Little,  parifh  of,  601,  602. 

Bridge,  63  J . 

Marriage  portions  for  poor  maidens  at  Bedford,  54, 
55.  At  Reading,  350. 

Marjh , a hamlet  of  Great  Kimbell,  588. 

a hamlet  of  High-Wycombe,  677. 

a manor-farm  in  Lower-Winchendon,  665. 

Marjh  family,  tombs  of  at  Dunftaple,  75.  « 

Marjh-  Gib  wen,  parifh  of,  602,  603. 

Marjhalls,  in  Great- Kimbell,  manor  of,  588. 
Marjlon-Morteyne,  parifh  of,  114,  115. 

Fleet,  parifh  of,  603. 

•  North,  parifh  of,  603,  604. 

■  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Bucklebury,  254. 

Marfworth,  parifh  of,  604. 

Marten,  family  monuments  of  at  Longworth,  314. 

Harry,  the  regicide,  ibid. 

Martyn,  Thomas,  vicar  of  Little-Marlow,  602. 
Martyns,  in  Wendover,  manor  of,  659. 

Mafcall,  Eujlace,  his  tomb  at  Farnham-  Royal, 

56r- 

Mafe-holes,  excavations  in  the  earth,  near  Reading, 
215,  note. 

Mafon,  John,  a remarkable  enthufiaft,  645. 

■  Sir  John,  a native  of  Abingdon,  226.  His 

benefaftions  to  that  town,  223.  228.  His 
portrait,  229. 

Maud,  the  Emprefs,  her  efcape  to  Wallingford, 

393- 

Maulden,  parifh  of,  115. 

Mauncel’s  Court  in  Pufey,  327. 

Maunfells,  in  Little  Miffenden,  manor  of,  608. 
Maverns  and  Glint  ells,  in  Bolnhurft,  manor  of,  61. 
May,  Baptift,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 

Mayne  family,  tombs  of  at  Dinton,  55 1 . At  Hog- 
gefton,  581. 

Mays,  in  Wokingham,  manor  of,  442. 

Mead,  Dr.,  refides  at  Harold,  91.  Monument  of 
Mrs.  Mead,  ibid.  ' 

Medmenham , parifh  of,  604,  605. 

abbey,  ibid. 

Melchborn , parifh  of,  115,  116.  Preceptory  and 
feat  of  Lord  St.  John,  1 16. 

Mentmore,  parifh  of,  605,  606. 


Mepperjhall , parifh  of,  IX  6,  1 17. 

Mepperjhall  family,  their  tombs  at  Mepperfhall, 
U7- 

Meretrices,  fignification  of  the  word  in  ancient  re- 
cords literal,  308,  note. 

Metcalfe  of  Chilton,  Baronet,  184. 

Mews,  Peter,  vicar  of  St.  Mary’s,  Reading,  344. 
Mey,  Martin,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  427. 

Michel  family,  monuments  of  at  Old  Windfor,  414. 
Midgham,  a hamlet  of  Thatcham,  387. 

Mi/brook,  parifh  of  117,  118. 

Milhow,  in  Dunton  ( Bedfordfhire),  manor  of,  78. 
Mill-End,  in  Hambleden,  feat  of  the  Rev.  Mr, 
Hinde,  568. 

Milton,  parifh  of,  315,  316. 

Milton-Bryant,  parifh  of,  118. 

ErneJ,  parifh  of,  118,  1x9. 

Keynes,  parifh  of,  606. 

Milton  the  poet,  refides  during  his  younger  days  at 
Horton,  582.  At  Chalfont,  during  the  plague, 
535.  Tomb  of  his  mother,  582. 

Milward  family,  tombs  of  at  Eaft-Claydon,  543. 
Mineral  Jprings  in  Bedfordfhire,  20.  In  Berkfhire, 

T93-  . ^ _ 

MJfenden,  Great,  parifh  of,  606 — 608.  The  abbey’, 
606,  607.  Seat  of  J.  O-  Oldham,  607. 

Little,  parifh  of,  608. 

Mog,  Molly,  the  fubjedi  of  a well-known  fong, 
442. 

Mogerhanger , a hamlet  and  manor  of  Blunham,  60. 
Seat  of  the  late  Godfrey  Thornton  efq.  16. 
60. 

Molins,  in  Wefton-Turville,  manor  of,  66 1. 

Molins  family,  467.  Tombs  of  at  Wallingford, 
402.  At  Stoke-Poges,  491.  638. 

Sir  John,  his  caftellated  manfions  at  Stoke- 

Poges  and  Ditton,  635.  639. 

Monajlic  remains  in  Bedfordfhire,  33,  34.  In  Berk- 
fhire, 21  x,  212.  Buckinghamfhire,  491,  492, 
Monaferies  in  Bedfordfhire,  6.  In  Berkfhire,  170. 

In  Buckinghamfhire,  458,  459. 

Monkey  IJland  near  Bray,  249. 

Monmouth,  Duke  of,  refides  at  Toddington,  143. 
Monoux  of  Sandy,  Baronet,  i^-  13°-  Tombs  of 
the  family  at  Wootton,  155. 

Montagu , Mrs.  Elizabeth,  her  feat  at  Sandleford, 
353- 

Bifhop,  a native  of  Dorney,  552. 

Montem  at  Eton,  conje&ures  concerning  its  origin, 
558. 

Montfort  family,  tombs  of  at  Hitchenden,  580. 
Moore  of  Fawley,  Baronet,  183.  280. 

Sir  Francis,  born  at  Eaft-  Ilfley,  303. 

Moores  in  Bray,  247. 

Moravians,  their  eftablifhment  at  Bedford,  53. 
Mordaunt  family,  their  feat  and  monuments  at  Tur- 
vey,  33.  147. 

Mordaunts  in  Ellefborough,  555. 

More , 
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More,  Sir  Thomas,  celebrated  pidlure  of  his  family, 
240. 

More's  family,  tombs  of,  at  Great  Coxwell,  270. 

Moreton , North,  parifh  of,  3x6. 

South,  parifh  of,  ibid, 

Morland,  Sir  Samuel,  Mafter  of  the  Mechanics  to 
King  Charles  II.  37S. 

Morrants  in  Pitfton,  manor  of,  620. 

Morteyne,  family  of,  1 1 . 

Mortimer,  family  of,  17S. 

Mortimer- Stratf  eld,  parifh  of,  375 — 377. 

Mortimer -heath,  3 76. 

Morton,  John , his  tomb,  at  Woburn,  134. 

Morton  in  Dinton,  manor  of,  550. 

Morton-Maids,  parifh  of,  609,  610. 

Moulsford,  a hamlet  and  manor  of  Cholfey,  262, 
263. 

Mount,  William,  his  feat  at  Wafing,  412. 

Mountagu,  Thomas,  monument  of,  at  Winkfield, 
43  8- 

Moyle  family,  tombs  of,  at  Caversfield,  534. 

Mulfo,  parifh  of,  610. 

Mundy  family,  tombs  of,  at  Welford,  413. 

Murefley,  parifh  of,  610,  611. 

Mufard,  family  of,  178. 

Mychells-court  in  Bufcot,  manor  of,  255. 

N. 

Napier,  Dr.  Richard,  redtor  of  Great  Lindford, 
596>  597- 

Narnets  in  Pitfton,  620. 

Najl-end  in  Lekhamfted,  594. 

Nelfon  family,  1S0,  their  tombs  at  Chaadlevvorth, 
256,257. 

Netherbury,  manor  of,  in  Great  Barford,  4r  ; in 
Great  Miffenden,  608. 

Nether-court,  in  Burfield,  manor  of,  255. 

Nether-Dean,  manor  of,  72. 

Nether-Shelton,  in  Marfton-Morteyne,  manor  of, 
1 14. 

Nettleden,  a hamlet  of  Pitfton,  621. 

Neville,  family  of,  179.  Their  tombs  at  Laurence- 
Waltham,  404. 

Edouard,  his  monument  at  Shillingford, 

361. 

Henry,  the  republican  writer,  404 — 410. 

New- Bridge,  307. 

Newbury,  town  and  parifh  of,  316 — 322.  Its  an- 
cient name  and  early  hiftory,  317.  Caftle,  ib. 
Battles  fought  near  the  town  in  the  civil  war, 
317,  318.  Markets,  318.  Corporation  and 
prefent  ftate,  319.  Manor,  319,  320.  Pa- 
rish church,  320.  Hofpitals  and  alms-houfes, 
321,  322. 

Neoubury,  Baron  of,  1 8 1 . 


Newbury,  Jack  of,  his  fuppofed  portrait  at  Buckle- 
bury,  253.  Particulars  relating  to  him,  320. 

Newbury  in  Stoke,  Mandeville,  ■ manor  of,  635. 

Newcome , archbifhop,  a native  of  Abingdon, 
226. 

Newdigate,  Anthony,  his  monument  at  Hawnes,  93. 
Sir  Robert  entertains  King  James  I.  92. 

Neouenham  Priory,  89. 

in  Warfield,  manor  of,  410. 

Newenton,  in  Buckland,  manor  of,  2 53. 

Newhaven,  Wm.  Lord,  his  monument  at  Drayton 
Beauchamp,  532. 

Newland,  liberty,  in  Hurft,  301. 

Newlands,  the  feat  of  Sir  H.  T.  Gott,  533, 

Newport,  Pagnell,  town  and  parifh  of,  612 — 614. 
Market,  manor,  caftle,  &c.  612.  Tichford- 
abbey,  613.  Church,  ibid.  Redtory,  hof- 
pital,  &c.  618. 

Newton,  Dr.  his  monument  at  Lavendon,  593. 

Newton-BloJfomville,  parifh  of,  6x1. 

Longueville,  parifh  of,  611,  6x2. 

Newtown  in  Hungerford,  ^95- 

Niches,  gothic,  in  Bedfordfhire,  31.  In  Berk- 
fhire,  206,  207.  In  Bucldnghamfhire,  489. 

Nicolls,  Robert,  his  monument  at  Ampthill,  39. 

Noblemens'  feats  in  Bedfordfhire,  14,  13.  In  Berk- 
fhire,  182.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  470,  471. 

Noke,  Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Shattlefbroke,  363, 
364. 

Norcot,  a hamlet  and  manor,  near  Abingdon,  224. 

Norreys  or  Norris  family,  179.  282. 

Sir  Edward,  his  feat  at  Englefield,  275. 

Sir  John,  his  monument  at  Yattendon, 

445  > 44<5- 

William,  his  monument  at  Bray,  249. 

Northall,  a hamlet  of  Edlefborough,  333. 

Northill,  parifh  of,  1x9 — 12 1.  The  church,  30. 
College,  120. 

North-heath,  a hamlet  of  Cheveley,  239. 

North-town  in  Cookham,  267. 

North-wood  in  Luton,  manor  of,  109. 

Nottingham,  Lord  Chancellor,  his  feat  and  monu- 
ment at  Ravenfton,  623,  626.  Hofpital 
founded  by  him,  ibid. 

Nottingham's  fee  in  Blewbury,  manor  of,  244. 

Nugent,  Edward,  his  feat  at  Wedon,  374. 

Nutley  Abbey,  346,  347.  Remains  of,  491, '492. 

547- 

O. 

Oak-end  in  Iver,  manor  of,  386. 

Oakfeld  in  Stratfield,  Mortimer,  manor  of,  37 3, 

3/6- 

Oakingham,  fee  Wokingham. 

Oakley  in  Bedfordfhire,  parifh  of.  I2X,  Duke  of 
Bedford’s  villa,  ibid. 
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Oakley,  in  Buckinghamfhire,  pari  ill  of,  614,  615. 
Oakley-Green  in  Bray,  248. 

Gare , a hamlet  and  manor  in  Cheveley,  23S. 

Ock  river,  its  courfe,  196. 

Ochholt,  an  ancient  manfion  and  manor  in  Bray, 
213.  247.  684. 

Odell,  parifh  of,  121,  122.  Church  30.  Caftle, 
16.  122. 

Odjlon  in  Afhbury,  manor  and  hamlet  of,  236. 

OJfa,  King,  refides  at  Abingdon,  219.  Said  to  be 
buried  at  Bedford,  43. 

Ogilvie,  Dr.  his  feat  at  Old  Windfor,  415. 

Okeney,  parifh  of,  615. 

Okey,  Colonel,  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  Bedfordfhire, 
683. 

Olhury  in  Stoke-Mandeville,  manor  of,  633* 

Oldham , f.  0.  his  feat  at  Miffenden  Abbey,  607. 
Qlney,  town  and  parifh  of,  615 — 617. 

Ongley,  Lord,  his  feat  at  Warden,  148.  Monu- 
ment of  Sir  Samuel,  ibid. 

Orchard,  Weft,  in  Hartwell,  manor  of,  374- 
Orlelar  family,  their  monuments  at  Pudington, 

I25-  .... 

— — Richard,  his  feat,  ibid. 

Orrery,  Anne,  Countefs  of,  buried  at  Taplow, 
647. 

O/born  of  Chickfand,  Baronet,  15.  68. 

■ portraits  of  the  family,  68.  Their  columba- 

rium at  Campton,  64.  Tombs  at  Hawnes, 

93- 

Oiinham,  a hamlet  of  Boxford,  245. 

Oufe  river,  its  courfe  through  Bedfordfhire,  20,  21. 
Its  fifh,  &c.  20.  4S0.  Inundations,  21.  Its 
courfe  through  Buckinghamflrire,  480. 

Ouf el  river,  22.  4S0. 

Overbury , manor  of,  608 — 635. 

Over-dean,  manor  of,  72. 

Overhall  in  Hitchenden,  manor  of,  580. 

Oving,  parifh  of,  617.  Seat  of  Major-general 
Northey  Hopkins,  ibid. 

Oxenbridge,  "John,  his  chape!  at  Windfor,  425. 
Oxenwood  in  Shalbourn,  manor  of,  334. 

Oxford,  Diana,  Countefs  of,  maufoleum  to  her 
memory  at  Maulden,  115. 

P. 

Pabcnham  family,  1 1 . 

Packer  family,  tombs  of,  at  Bucklebury,  254. 

At  Shillingford,  361. 

Padbury,  parifh  of,  617,  618. 

Padivorth,  parifh  of,  322,  323. 

• houfe,  323. 

Paganell,  family  of,  178. 

Pagett,  fames,  his  monument  at  Windfor,  435. 
Pakington  family,  468.  504,  503.  Their  feat  at 
Aylefbury,  305. 

Dorothy,  Lady,  her  monument  at  Haw- 

ridge*  577- 


•  Sir  John,  entertains  King  Jame6  1.  with 

great  fplendour,  505. 

Palaces  royal,  at  Dunflaple,  73.  In  Berkfhire, 
178.  Abingdon,  219.  In  Buckinghamfhire, 
466.  Brill,  322.  Cippenham,  531.  Ifen- 
hamfted- Cheneys,  384. 

Paley-Jlreet  in  White-Waltham,  407. 

Pallifer,  Sir  Hugh,  his  feat  at  the  Vache,  534. 
His  monument  at  Chalfont,  St.  Giles,  535. 

Palmer  family,  monuments  of,atHurft,  302. 

- of  Dorney,  baronet,  468 — 472.  551. 

■ Richard,  his  feat  at  Holme  Park,  379. 

Pangbourn,  parifh  of,  323,324. 

Paper-mills , in  Berkfhire,  198.  In  Buckingham'- 
fhire,  483. 

Parentynes  in  Sharnbrook,  manor  of,  13 1. 

P ark-place,  the  feat  of  the  late  Marfhall  Conway, 
now  of  the  Earl  of  Malmfbury,  351,  352. 

Parker  family,  tombs  of,  at  Hedfor,  578. 

Parlaunt , park  and  manor  in  Iver  and  Langley, 
586,  390. 

Parmoor,  the  feat  of  John  Doyley,  569. 

Parry,  Anne,  Lady,  her  monument  at  Welford, 
413- 

Parfons,  of  Langley,  471.  590. 

Parfons,  Robert,  portionift  of  Waddefdon,  636. 

Pajfeleiu  family,  467. 

Pater-Nofer  bank,  held  by  the  fervice  of  faying  a 
Pater-nofter,  292. 

land  at  Pufey,  held  by  the  fame  fer- 
vice, by  the  Pater-nofter  family,  327. 

Patfhull  family,  11. 

Paule,  Sir  William,  his  monument  at  Bray,  249. 

Pavely,  family  of,  11.  Tombs  of,  at  Melehborn, 
116. 

Pavenham,  parifh  of,  122,  123. 

Payne  family,  monuments  of,  at  Pudington,  125. 

of  Tempsford,  Baronet,  140.  Tombs  of, 

in  the  church,  ibid. 

Paynell’s  court  in  Bufcot,  manor  of,  255. 

Peafemore,  parifh  of,  324,  3 23. 

Peckham  family,  monuments  of,  at  Denham,  549. 

Pelham,  Sir  William,  refides  at  Ethorp,  633. 

Pembroke,  Mary,  Countefs  of,  builds  the  houfe  at 
Houghton  Park,  96. 

college  in  Oxford,  foundation  of,  229, 

230. 

Pembrugge , Margaret,  Lady,  her  tomb  at  Shottef- 
broke,  363. 

Penel-place,  feat  of  James  Bonnel,  415. 

Peniflon,  Hefer,  Lady,  her  monument  at  Stowe, 
642. 

Penn  family,  467.  Monuments  of,  at  Penn,  61 S. 

•  fohn,  his  feat  at  Stoke-Poges,  637. 

Penn,  parifh  of,  618,  619.  Fine  profpedf  from  the 
church,  618. 

ftreet,  619. 

Penthecofl,  Thomas,  the  laft  Abbot  of  Abingdon, 
rewarded  for  acknowledging  the  King’s  fupre- 
macy,  218, 

Percy, 
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Percy  Lodge  in  Tver,  386,  587. 

Perkins  family,  monument  of,  at  Ufton,  392. 
Perrot  family,  monument  of,  at  Fyfield,  282. 
Perry  family,  memorials  of,  at  Turville,  651. 
Pertenhall , parifh  of,  123. 

How , manor  of,  ibid. 

Peterborough , Charles,  Earl  of,  buried  at  Turvey, 

J47- 

Peterley-houfe  in  Great  Miffenden,  ancient  feat  of 
the  Dormers,  607,  608. 

Petfoe,  parifh  of,  619. 

Petwick  in  Letcombe-Regis,  manor  of,  313. 
Peyvre  family , 1 1.  Their  monuments  at  Todding- 
ton,  33.144. 

• Paulinus,  fleward  of  the  houfehold  to  King 

Henry  III.  His  magnificent  manfion  at 
Toddington,  143. 

Philberd’ s-court  in  Eafl-Hanney,  manor  of,  2 88, 
289. 

Philip  and  Mary  at  Reading,  330. 

Phillips,  Sir  John , his  monument,  at  Eaft-Hag- 
bourn,  284. 

P hi/pot’ s-court  in  Bufcot,  manor  of,  255. 

Phipps,  Sir  Confantine,  a native  of  Reading,  343. 

His  monument  at  White-Waltham,  406. 

Pigo't  or  Pigott  family,  468.  Their  tombs  at  Lower 
Gravenhurft,  90.  At  Grendon-Underwood, 
566.  At  Whaddon,  66 3. 

Pillinge  in  Wootton,  manor  of,  155. 

Pinfold , Sir  Thomas,  his  monument  at  Walton, 
657. 

Pinkney’s  Green  and  Manor  in  Cookham,  266, 
267. 

Pifcime  in  Bedfordfhire,  32.  In  Berkfhire,  208. 

In  Buckingfhire,  489,  490. 

Pitchcote,  parifh  of,  619. 

Pitfon,  parifh  of,  679 — 621. 

Pixe,  Elizabeth,  her  epitaph  at  Walton,  65 7. 
Plaiflowe  family,  tombs  of,  at  Lee,  594- 
Plants,  rare,  in  Bedfordfhire,  19,  20.  In  Berk- 
fhire, 192,  193.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  47S. 
Pley  dell  family,  180.  Their  monuments  at  Colef- 
hill,  264.  At  Faringdon,  279. 

Pluknet,  manor  of,  683. 

Pocklington,  John,  redtor  of  Yielden,  136. 

Pocock  family , 181.  Their  tombs  at  Turville,  63  1. 

■ Edward,  redtor  of  Childrey,  260. 

Poges  family,  467. 

Poghly,  priory,  257. 

Polehanger  in  Mepperfhall,  manor  of,  116. 

Poles  in  Ellefborough,  manor  of>  555- 
Policote,  Great  and  Little,  in  Afhendon,  manors  of, 
499. 

Pomfret,  John,  faid  to  be  a native  of  Luton,  114. 
Redtor  of  Maulden,  113. 

Pontes,  a Roman  ftation,  conjedtures  concerning, 
2°3. 

Poor  folks,  pafture  at  Brill,  given  to  the  poor  by 
King  William  III.  318. 


Poor  Knights  of  Wind  for,  429—431. 

Pope,  the  poet,  his  refidence  at  Binfield,  241.  A 
vifitor  at  Richings,  586. 

Population  of  Bedford/hire,  7 — to.  Of  Berkfhire, 
172 — 177.  Of  Buckinghamfhire,  460 — 

463. 

Pordage,  John,  redtor  of  Btadfield,  246.  Vicar 
of  St.  Laurence,  Reading,  343. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  his  feat  at  Bulltrode,  654. 

Portraits  at  Bromham,  61,  62.  A.t  Chickfand, 
6S.  At  Luton-Hoo,  109.  At  Melchborn, 
116.  At  Southill,  T34.  At  Woburn  Ab- 
bey, 132,  153.  At  Chrift’s  Flofpital  in 

Abingdon,  229.  In  the  council-chamber  at 
Reading,  339.  In  the  Guildhall  at  Windfor, 
434.  At  Hall-barn,  507.  At  Middle 
Claydon,  543.  At  Checkers,  353.  At 
Eton-college,  $60.  At  Fawley  court,  562. 
At  Gayhurft,  564.  At  Hampden,  371. 
At  Hartwell,  574.  At  Hedfor,  577.  At 
Lifcombe,  631.  At  Stowe,  647,  642.  At 
Bulftrode,  654.  At  Ethorp,  636. 

Port-way,  a Roman  road  in  Berkfhire,  203. 

Potesgrave,  parifh  of,  123,  124. 

Pottery,  Roman,  found  in  Bedfordfhire,  24.  199. 

Potton,  parifh  of,  124,  123. 

Poulton  family,  buried  at  Buckingham,  528. 

Poundon,  a hamlet  of  Twyford,  63 2. 

Powle,  Sir  Richard,  his  tomb  at  Shottefbroke, 
3 63- 

Powtiey  family,  monument  of,  in  Old-Windfor, 
4>4; 

Pratt,  Sir  Henry,  his  monument  at  Colefhill,  264. 

Samuel,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  428. 

Prebend-end,  a hamlet  of  Buckingham,  52 9. 

Preceptory  at  Greenham,  387. 

Prefley  in  Flit  wick,  manor  of,  88. 

Prefon-Bijfet,  parifh  of,  621,  622. 

Prefwood  in  Stoke-Mandeville,  635. 

Price,  family  of,  186. 

Prior’ s-court  in  Cheveley,  259* 

Pritchard,  Sir  William,  his  monument  at  Great 
Linford,  596. 

Privilege,  extraordinary  of  the  Burgeffes  of  Wal- 
lingford, 394,  395 .. 

Proby,  family  of  Raans  in  Amerfham,  497. 

ProfpeEt  Hill,  the  feat  of  J.  E.  Liebenrood,  Efq. 
389. 

Pudington,  parifh  of,  125.  Church,  2S. 

Pulford,  John,  his  generous  benefadtion  to  the 
vicarage  of  Leighton-Bufard,  104. 

Purbeci,  Lady,  fentenced  to  do  penance  for  adul- 
tery, 636.  Efcapes  from  prifon,  637. 

Purcell,  Edward,  his  tomb  at  Witham,  439.' 

Purefoy  family,  468.  Their  monuments  at  Far- 
ringdon,  279.  At  Shallefton,  628. 

Parley,  parifh  of,  325,  326. 

• houfe,  feat  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Storer,  3.25. 

Little,  manor  of,  ibid. 

7 Parley - 
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Purity- Hall,  feat  of  Dr.  Wilder,  3 23. 

Pufey,  parilh  of,  326,  327. 

Pufey  family,  180.  326. 

jfohn-Allen,  monument  of,  327. 

Putnoe  or  Puttenhoe  in  Goldington,  manor  of,  89. 
Pye  family , monuments  of,  at  Faringdon,  279. 
Pym,  Francis,  his  feat  at  the  Hafells,  130. 


Qe. 

Quainton,  parifh  of,  622,  623. 

Quarendon,  parilh  of,  623,  624.  Effedls  of  a 
great  ftorm  there  in  1570,  623. 

Queen's  Lodge,  at  Windfor,  432. 

R. 

Raans  in  Amerfham,  manor  of,  ancient  feat  of  the 
Brudenells,  497. 

Radclijfe,  Dr.  reprefents  the  borough  of  Bucking- 
ham, 525.  His  eftates  at  Wolverton  be- 
queathed to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  663, 
669. 

Radclijfe  or  Ratcliffe,  parilh  of,  624,  625. 

Radley,  parilh  of,  327,  328. 

Rad-well,  a hamlet  of  Felmerfham,  84. 

Ragons  in  Pullox-hill,  manor  of,  126. 

Ramjions  in  Childrey,  manor  of,  260. 

Ramfey  family,  monuments  of,  at  Hitcham,  579. 

Randal,  John,  a native  of  Great  Miffenden,  608. 

Ranelagh,  Earl  of,  his  fchool  at  Winkfield,  438. 

Ravenden,  parifh  of,  126. 

• grange,  ibid. 

Ravenjlon,  parilh  of,  625,  626.  Priory,  625. 

Rawdon,  Sir  Marmaduke , his  tomb  at  Faringdon, 
279. 

Raymond  family,  monuments  of,  at  Kentbury, 
306. 

Reade,  of  Barton  Court,  Baronet,  family  of,  179 — 
*83. 

Reading,  account  of,  328 — 357.  Early  hi  dory  of 
the  town,  328.  Various  hidorical  events  con- 
nected witii  it,  329 — 333.  The  cadle,  329. 

339.  The  abbey,  333 — 336.  Grey  Friars, 
3 36,  337.  Corporation  and  borough,  337, 
338.  Population,  338,  339.  Alhzes,  goal, 
&c.  339-  Markets,  fairs,  manufactures,  See. 

340.  Manors,  340,  341.  Parilh  churches, 
342-— 343.  Meeting-houfes,  345.  Eminent 
natives,  ibid.  Schools,  345 — 348.  Hofpi- 
tals  and  alms-houfes,  348 — 350.  Archbifhop 
Laud’s,  and  Mr.  Kendrick’s  benefactions, 
350.  Other  charities,  33 1. 

Abbey,  foundation  of,  333.  Parliaments  held 

there,  334.  Diffolved  and  made  a royal  pa- 
lace, ibid.  Its  remains,  211.  335,  336.  Ab- 
bey-houfe,  335. 


Reeve,  Sir  Thomas,  his  monument  at  Windfor, 
435- 

Reeves,  Pelfant,  his  monument,  235. 

William,  vicar  of  St.  Mary,  Reading,  344. 

Remenham,  parilh  of,  331,  332. 

Renhold,  parilh  of,  126,  127. 

Reyncs  family , 468.  Their  tombs  at  Marfton- 
Morteyne,  114.  At  Oakley,  121.  At 
Clifton  Reynes,  343. 

Rich,  of  Sunning,  Baronet,  379. 

Robert,  a native  of  Abingdon,  226. 

Sir  Thomas,  his  monument  at  Sunning,  381. 

Richard  I.  King,  at  Reading,  329. 

II.  King,  at  Reading,  330. 

■ III.  King,  takes  polTelfion  of  the  perfon 

of  King  Edward  V.  at  Stony- Stratford,  644. 

Richards  family,  tombs  of,  at  Compton  Beau- 
champ, 2 66. 

Richings  Lodge  in  Iver,  386. 

Ridgmont,  parilh,  J27,  128. 

Ridg-way,  an  ancient  road,  its  courfe  through 
Berkfhire,  202. 

Ring f sail,  a hamlet  in  Elltlborough  and  Ivinghoe, 
388. 

Rifborough  Monks,  parilh  of,  626. 

Princes,  parilh  of,  626,  627.  688. 

Rifeley,  parilhof,  128. 

a hamlet  of  Swallowfield,  385. 

Rifnghoe  ca/lle,  89. 

Rijliins,  in  Iver,  587. 

Rifley  family,  tombs  of  at  Chetwode,  540 

Rivers  in  Bedfordlhire,  20 — 22.  In  Berklhire, 
193.  196.  In  Buckinghamlhire,  479,  480. 

Roads  in  Bedfordlhire,  22,  23.  In  Berklhire,  197, 
198.  In  Buckinghamlhire,  481,  482. 

Roman,  in  Bcdtordlhire,  23 — 28.  In  Berk- 
lhire, 200 — 203.  In  Buckinghamlhire,  483 — 
485. 

Robinfon  family,  tombs  of  at  Pangbourn,  324. 

Rogers  family,  179. 

Rokeleys,  in  Aftwood,  manor  of,  301. 

Rokefac , or  Ruxox,  priory  of,  87,  88. 

Roland  family,  tombs  of  at  Cople,  7 1 

Roman  remains  in  Bedfordlhire,  24.  In  Berklhire, 
igg.  In  Buckinghamlhire,  483. 

Roodlofts  in  Bedfordlhire,  31.  In  Berklhire,  206. 
In  Buckinghamlhire,  4S9. 

Roos,  George,  Lord,  his  monument  at  Windfor, 
427. 

Rofe-hill,  in  Wargrave,  41 1. 

Rnfe -nobles  found  at  Stratton,  57. 

Rotheram  family,  tombs  of  at  Luton,  113. 

Rowe,  Nicholas , born  at  Little- Barford,  42. 

Rowfe , Francis,  provoft  of  Eton,  559,  560. 

Rovfham,  a hamlet  of  Wing,  667. 

Roxton,  parilh  of,  128,  129. 

Rudge  family,  tombs  of  at  Laurence-Waltham,  404. 

Rudyerd,  Sir  Benjamin,  buried  at  Welt-Woodhay, 

444- 

Rufford, 
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Ruff  or  d family,  tombs  of  at  Ellefborough,  554. 
Rumba/d,  Saint,  his  fhrine  at  Buckingham,  524. 
Rufcomb,  parifh  of,  352. 

Rujhdens,  in  Stanford-Dingley,  374. 

Rujhall,  in  Bradfield,  manor  of,  246. 

Rujfell,  Duke  of  Bedford,  family  of,  13,  14.  584. 
Their  feat  and  portraits  at  Woburn,  152. 
Their  feat  at  Cheneys,  384. 

—  William , Lord,  his  monument  at  Cheneys, 

585. 

of  Checkers,  Baronet,  555. 

Rutland  chapel  at  Windfor,  427. 

Ruxox,  in  Flitwich,  ancient  monaflery  there,  87, 
88.  Manor  of,  88. 

Ryves,  Bruno,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  426. 

S. 

SachariJJa,  Waller’s,  fuppofed  portrait  of,  507. 
Sadleir  family,  17.  40,  41.  Tombs  of  at  Afpley- 
Guife,  41. 

St.  Amand  family,  1 1 . 

St.  John  family,  14,  15.  58,  59. 

Sir  John,  his  monument  at  Bletfoe,  39. 

Lord,  his  feat  at  Melchborn,  116. 

St.  Leger,  Sir  Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Windor,  21 1. 
427. 

St.  Leonards  hill,  feats  of  General  Harcourt  and 
Mr.  Birch,  263.  Hermitage  there,  684. 

St.  Margarets,  a hamlet  of  Ivinghoe,  555.  588. 

Nunnery  there,  388. 

St.  Paul’s,  Bedford,  church  of,  30. 

Salden,  in  Murelley,  manor  of,  610,  611. 

houfe,  ancient  feat  of  the  Fortefcues,  61 1. 

Salford,  parifh  of,  129. 

Salinee,  a Roman  flation,  27. 

SaTtJlury  family,  tomb  of  at  Great-Marlow,  600. 
Salphobury,  in  Renhold,  manor  of,  127. 

Salter  family,  monuments  of  at  Iver,  587. 

Salvator  Rofa,  paintings  erroneoufly  afcribed  to 
him  at  Lady-Place  in  Hurley,  300,  note. 
Sandon-fee,  a tithing  of  Hungerford,  295. 
Sanderton,  parifh  of,  627,  628. 

Sandhurjl,  parifn  of,  352,  353. 

Sandleford,  parifh  of,  353.  The  priory,  now  the 
feat  of  M.  Montague  efq.  ibid. 

Sandy,  parifh  of,  129,  130.  Seat  of  Sir  P.  Mo- 
noux,  130. 

Sandys,  Thomas,  Lord,  his  monument  at  Hamble- 
den,  569. 

Sarfden-Jlones,  192. 

Satwell,  parifh  of,  353. 

Saunders  family,  tombs  of  at  Potefgrave,  124.  At 
Haddenham,  567. 

Saville,  Sir  Henry,  his  monument  at  Eton,  559. 

—  Margaret,  Lady,  her  monument  at  Hurft, 

301. 
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Sawyer,  Sir  Edmund,  his  monument  at  White- Wal- 
tham, 406. 

Saxon  architeSurc,  remains  of  in  Bedfordfhire,  28, 
29.  In  Berkfhire,  204,  2Cj.  In  Bucking- 
hamfhire,  486,  487. 

Saxton  of  Circourt,  Baronet,  184. 

Say  and  Sele,  family  monuments  of  at  Grendon- 
Underwood,  566. 

Cbrtjlabella,  Lady,  her  longevity, 

ibid. 

Scenery,  pi&urefque,  in  Bedfordfhire,  j8.  In 
Berkfhire,  191.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  476, 
477- 

Schools,  Bedford,  53,  34.  Abingdon,  229,  230. 
n Reading,  343—347.  Eton,  336—538. 

• faid  to  have  been  founded  by  King  Henry  I. 

at  Dunflaple,  76. 

Schorne,  Sir  John,  his  fhrine  at  North-Marflon, 
603. 

Schutx,  Baron,  his  monument  at  Oakley,  615. 
Scott,  Robert,  his  feat  at  Danesfield,  605. 

Sir  William,  his  feat  at  Earley-Court,  3 80. 

Scrope  family,  monuments  of  at  Hambleden, 

569- 

Seacourt,  an  extra-parochial  place,  439. 

Sear-Green,  in  Farnham-Royal,  561. 

Seare  family,  468.  Their  tombs  at  Hawridge, 
577.  At  Marfworth,  604. 

Sedan-chairs,  when  and  by  whom  introduced  into 
England,  42. 

Sefton,  Earl  of,  his  feat  at  Stoke,  640. 

Segenhoe,  an  ancient  parifh,  128.  The  caflle, 

I27* 

cum  Ridgmont,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Segraves,  in  Penn,  manor  of,  618. 

Seintclare,  in  Hartwell,  manor  of,  574,  37 5. 

'Selby,  William,  his  feat  at  Window,  668. 
Selwood-Park , feat  of  J.  Sibbald  efq.  382. 
Seovechejham,  or  Seujham,  the  ancient  name  of 
Abingdon,  216. 

Serjeant  family , tombs  of  at  Dinton,  331. 

Settle,  Elkanah,  a native  of  Dunflaple,  77. 

Sewell  family,  tomb  of  at  Houghton- Regis,  ico. 
Sewell  in  Houghton  Regis,  manor  of,  99. 

Sextons,  in  Wilden,  manor  of,  150. 

Seymour  family,  monuments  of  at  Lambourn, 
310. 

Queen  Jane,  buried  at  Windfor,  423. 

Seymours,  in  Great-Marlow,  manor  of,  600. 

Seyton,  in  Ellefborough,  manor  of,  333. 
Shabbington,  or  Shobbington,  parifh  of,  628. 
Shalbourn,  parifh  of,  333,  334. 

Shallejlon,  parifh  of,  628,  629. 

Shardeloes,  feat  of  Mr.  Drake,  496,  49** J 
Sharnbrooke,  parifh  of,  130,  13 1. 

Sharpenhoe , a hamlet  and  manor  in  Stretly  (Bed- 
fordfhire), 137.  683. 

Shaw , parifh  of,  334 — 339. 


Shaw . 
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Shaw-Place,  fome  time  a feat  of  the  Dolmans, 
now  of  Sir  J.  Andrews,  Baronet,  354,  355. 
Occupied  by  fome  of  the  King’s  troops,  in  the 
fecond  battle  of  Newbury,  353. 

in  Old  Windfor,  manor  of,  4x4. 

Shaw  family , monuments  of  at  Kentbury,  306. 
Sheafe , 'Thomas,  redtor  of  Welford,  413. 
Sheep-walks , extenfive,  in  Berkfhire,  1S9. 

Shefford,  in  Bedfordfhire,  town  of,  64. 

Great,  parifh  of,  359,  360. 

Little,  parifh  of,  360. 

Shelburne,  Earls  of,  their  feat  and  monuments  at 
High-Wycombe,  67 7. 

Shelton,  parifh  of,  13 1,  132. 

Shenley,  parifh  of,  629. 

Manfell,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Sheppard,  Thomas,  his  tomb  at  Stewkley,  633. 
Sherrington,  parifh  of,  629,  630. 

Shillingford,  parifh  of,  360,  361. 

Shilton,  parifh  of,  361. 

Shinfeld,  parifh  of,  361,  362. 

Shipbridge,  Great  and  Little,  in  Shinfield,  manors 
of,  362. 

Shipman,  Major,  his  monument  at  Linchlade,  595* 
Shippon,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  St.  Helen’s,  Abing- 
don, 224. 

Shipton,  a hamlet  of  Window,  668. 

Shipton-Lee,  in  Quainton,  manor  of,  622. 
Shitlington,  parifh  of,  132,  133. 

Bury,  fome  time  a feat  cf  the  Longue- 

villes,  132. 

Shortgrave,  in  Studham,  137. 

Shottejbroke,  parifh  of,  362 — 364. 

college,  362. 

Shredding-Green,  in  Iver,  587. 7 
Shrivenham,  parifh  of,  364 — 369. 

— Clay-Court,  manor  of,  365. 

Stalpits,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Sibbald,  James,  his  feat  at  Selwood- Park,  382. 
Sidmouth,  Lord,  refides  at  Woodley-Lodge  in  Sun- 
ning,. 381. 

Siege  of  Bedford-CaJHe,  43 — 45.  Abingdon,  221. 
Faringdon-Houfe,  277.  Reading,  331,  332. 
Wallingford-Cafile,  393.  395.  397.  Windfor- 
Caftle,  417.  419.  Borftall  houfe)  S1!'  Brill, 
523.  Greenland-Houfe,  568,  569. 

Si/foe,  a hamlet  of  Flitton,  formerly  a market-to  .vn, 

#7- 

Simpfon,  parifh  of,  630. 

Singleborough,  a hamlet  of  Great-Harwood,  575* 
Sinodun-hill,  ancient  entrenchment  there,  214,  215. 
440. 

Sinjham,  in  Hurd,  manor  of,  301. 

Skirmfh  at  Reading,  333.  At  Twyford,  302. 
Skottowe  family,  monuments  of  at  Chefham,  537. 
Slapton,  parifh  of,  630,  631. 

Slough,  a hamlet  of  Upton,  654. 

Smeyuin,  in  White- Waltham,  manor, of,  405. 


Smewnes-Grange,  a manor  in  Great- Brickhill  and 
Soulbury,  521.  632. 

Smith,  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  Dr.  Churton’s  vindica- 
tion of  him,  670. 

Sir  Edward,  his  monument  at  Whitechurch, 

664. 

Sir  Thomas,  a native  of  Abingdon,  226. 

Snagg  family,  monuments  of  at  Marfton-Morteyne, 
1 14. 

Snelfon,  a hamlet  of  Lavendon,  593. 

Snelfhall  priory,  663. 

Snefmore,  a hamlet  of  Chevely,  259. 

Snefoe,  in  the  parifh  of  Whaddon,  663. 

Soil  of  Bedfordfhire,  18.  Of  Berkfhire,  188,  189. 

of  Buckinghamfhire,  475. 

Somerfet , Frances,  Duchefs  of,  her  feat  at  St. 
Leonard’s  hill,  263,  684.  And  Richings, 
586. 

Somery  family,  178. 

Soulbury,  parifh  of,  631,  632. 

Souldrop,  parifh  of,  133. 

Southby  family,  179.  186.  Their  monuments  at 
Appleton,  234.  At  Buckland,  253. 

Southcot,  Rebecca,  her  monument  at  Windfor,  435. 
Southcote,  a hamlet  of  St.  Mary,  Reading,  341. 

Seat  of  the  Blagraves,  ibid. 

Southill,  pari  fix  of,  133,  134. 

•  Houfe,  fometime  a feat  of  the  Byngs,  now 

of  Samuel  Whitbread  efq.  16.  134. 

Park,  in  Eaft  Hampfted,  the  feat  of  Sir 

Stephen  Lufhington,  685. 

South-Moor,  a hamlet  of  Longworth,  315. 
Southridge,  in  Stretly  (Berkfhire),  377. 

Sparke,  Dr.,  his  monument  at  Bletfoe,  512,  513. 
Sparjholt,  parifh  of,  369 — 371. 

Speen,  parifh  of,  371 — 373. 

•  Church,  manor  of,  371,  372. 

Wood,  manor  of,  372. 

Speenhamland,  a tithing  of  Speen,  372,  373. 

Spencer,  John,  tomb  of,  622. 

Spenfer,  Edmund,  at  Whaddon,  662. 

Sperfholt-Court,  in  Weft  Hendred,  293. 

Spina,  a Roman  ftation,  200.  203. 

Stackhoufe,  Thomas,  his  monument  at  Beenham, 
239,  240. 

Stafford,  Thomas,  his  monument  at  Shenley,  629. 
Stafford- Bridge  over  the  Oufe,  123. 

Stagfden,  parifh  of,  134. 

Stained  glafs,  ancient,  at  Eaton-Socon,  30.  At 
Luton,  30.  At  Northill,  120.  At  Warden, 
31.  At  Childrey,  260.  At  Chefham-Bois, 
488.  At  Chetwode,  ibid.  At  Hillefden, 
488.  579.  At  Hitcham,  ibid. 

Stalls,  flone,  in  Bedfordfhire,  32.  Berkfhire,  207, 
208.  Buckinghamfhire,  489,  490. 

Stanhcidge,  a hamlet  of  Leighton- Bufard,  105. 
Three  manors  there,  105,  106. 
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St  an  den  family,  235. 

Standcn-Hujfey , in  Hungerford,  manor  of,  297. 

• — Houfe,  feat  of  Thomas  Micliell  elq.  ibid, 

North,  in  Hungerford,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Stanford-Dingley,  parifh  of,  374,  375. 

in  the  Vale,  parifh  of,  373,  374. 

Stanlake,  in  Rufcomb,  fometime  feat  of  the  Aid- 
worths,  now  of  Sir  Nathaniel  Dukenfield, 

3S2-  . • 

Slanmore,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Beedon,  239. 
Stanton,  Sir  Francis,  his  monument  at  Woburn, 
154. 

Stanton- B arry , parifh  of,  632,  633. 

Stapleforth,  in  Luton,  parifh  of,  109. 

Starkey  family,  tombs  of  at  Windfor,  43^. 

Stations,  Roman,  in  Bedfordfhire,  26 — 28.  In 

Berkfhire,  203,  204.  In  Buckinghamfhire, 

485,  486. 

Stanghton,  Little,  parifh  of,  134,  135. 

Staverton  family , 179-  Their  burial  place  at  War- 
field,  410. 

Stephen,  King,  at  Dunflaple,  73.  Befiegcs  Wal- 
lingford, 393. 

Stepingly,  parifh  of,  135. 

Stevens  family,  tombs  of  at  Wargrave,  41 1. 
Steventon,  in  Bedfordfhire,  parifh  of,  135,  136. 

in  Berkfhire,  parifh  of,  375. 

Stewkley,  parifh  of,  633.  Its  curious  Saxon  church, 

486.  633, 

Stillingfeet,  Bifhop,  reftorof  Sutton,  139. 

Stirling,  Henry,  Earl  of,  his  tomb  at  Binfield,  241. 
Slockgrove,  the  feat  of  Edward  Hanmer  efq.  632. 
Stockho/t,  in  Akely,  manor  of,  498. 

Stockton,  Sir  Edward,  his  tomb  at  Cookham, 
267. 

Slodel,  Sir  John,  his  tomb  at  Uppei'-Winchendon,. 
664. 

Stoke-Goldington,  parifn  of,  634. 

Hamond,  parifh  of,  634,  633. 

Mandeville,  parifn  of,  635. 

Poges,  parifh  of,  635 — 640.  Manor-houfe, 

the  fubjeft  of  Gray’s  long  ifory,  637.  Church- 
yard, fcene  of  Gray’s  elegy,  638.  Hofpital 
founded  by  Lord  Mailings,  638,  639. 

Farm,  in  Stoke-Poges,  feat  of  the  Earl  of 

Sefton,  640. 

Park,  feat  of  John  Penn  efq.  637. 

Place,  feat  of  General  Vyfe,  640. 

Stokes,  David,  his  tomb  at  Windfor,  425. 

Stondon,  parifh  of,  136. 

Stone,  parifh  of,  640. 

Stone-falls  in  Bedfordfhire,  32.  In  Berkfhire,  207, 
208.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  489,  490. 
Slonehoufe  of  Standen,  monument  of  at  Hungerford, 
298. 

Stonhoufe  of  Radley,  Baronet,  183.  327.  Monu- 
ments of  at  Radley,  328. 

Stoppefley,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  ioq,  no. 

V.01L1. 
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Storer,  Anthony,  his  donation  to  Eton,  36 0.  His 
monument  at  Purley,  326. 

Hon.  Mrs.,  her  feat  at  Purley,  325. 

Storm,  fevere,  at  Ampthill,  39.  At  Quarendon, 
623. 

Stotfold,  parifh  of,  136. 

Stowe,  parifh  of,  640 — 643.  Seat  of  the  Marquis 
of  Buckingham,  641,  642.  Gardens,  642- 
Stratf eld- Mortimer , parifh  of,  375,  37*5- 
Stratford- Fenny,  a hamlet  in  Blechley  and  Simpfon, 

513—  5I3- 

Stony,  town  of,  643. 

Water,  parifh  of,  643,  646. 

Stratton,  a hamlet  of  Bigglefwade,  37,  58- 
Straw , manufacture  of,  24. 

Streatly,  in  Berkfhire,  parifh  of,  377. 

Stretly,  in  Bedfordfhire,  parifh  of,  136,  137. 

Stroud,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  271. 

Stulbins,  feat  of  Lord  Dorchefier,  182.  244. 
Studham,  parifh  of,  137,  138.  The  church,  29. 
1 3 7 7 

Style  family , tombs  of  at  Great-Miffenden,  608. 
Suckling,  Sir  John,  portrait  of,  574* 

Siiffblk,  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of,  his  portrait  at 
Lifcombe,  63  1.  His  tomb  at  Windfor,  426. 
Sugworth, a hamlet  of  Radley,  328. 

Sulham,  parifh  of,  377. 

Sulhamfed  Allots,  parifh  of,  377,  378. 

• Bannifer,  parifh  of,  3 78,  379. 

Sumner  family,  monuments  of  at  Burnham,  532. 
Sunclon,  parifh  of,  13S.  684. 

Sunning,  parifh  of,  379—381. 

Sunninghill,  parifh  of,  382. 

Sunning-Park,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Crutchley,  Hid, 

Wells,  ibid. 

Sunning  well,  parifn  of,  382,  3S3. 

Sutton,  parifh  of,  138,  139.  Tradition  of  a grant 
of  the  manor  by  John  of  Gaunt  refuted,  138. 

Courtenay,  parifh  of,  383,  384.  ReCtorial 

houfe,  213.  384. 

Wick,  a hamlet  of  Sutton-Courtenay,  384. 

Swallowfelcl,  parifh  of,  384,  385. 

— Place,  feat  of  T.  PL  Earl  efq.  ibid. 

Swanlourn,  parifh  of,  646. 

Swift,  Dean,  at  Letcombe-Regis,  311,  312. 
Swinfotd,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  271. 

Swynfdde , Sir  John,  his  tomb  at  Edlefborough, 
534- . 

Sydney,  Sir  Philip,  erroneous  tradition  of  his  refi- 
dence  at  Houghton-park,  97. 

T. 

Taplow,  parifh  of,  646,  647. 

Court,  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Tnomond, 

646. 

Tayler.  Edward,  his  monument  at  Blechley,  313. 

5 E Ft  of  dale, 
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Teafdale,  Thomas,  founder  of  Pembroke  College  in 
Oxford,  229,  230. 

Til  worth,  a hamlet  of  Chalgrave,  67. 

Temple  fmniiy,  date  of  their  fettling  at  Stowe,  640. 
'Iheir  tombs  at  Stanton-Barry,  633. 

Hejler,  Lady,  htr  numerous  progeny,  53 S. 

Temple-Hills , in  Sharnbrooke,  manor  of,  1 31. 

Houfe,  feat  ot  Owen  Williams  efq.  244. 

Mills  at  Bifham,  account  of,  19S,  199.  2 4 4. 

- — IVycomle,  manor  of,  67 6. 

Tcmpsford,  panfh  of,  139,  140. 

Tenure,  fingular,  of  lands  at  Meppei  fliall,  116.  At 
Eaft-Hendred,  292.  At  Lambourn,  308. 
At  Padworth,  322.  At  Pufcy,  327.  At 
Shcttefbroke,  363.  At  Becket,  3 66.  At 
Benham-Lovcl,  413.  At  Aylelbury,  505. 
At  Water-Eaton  and  Water-Hall,  31 1.  At 
Borflall,  316.  At  Hedfor,  577,  578. 

Term  kept  at  Reading  in  1625,  330. 

T etch  wick,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Ludgerfhall, 
. „ 59?-  . ... 

Thame  river,  its  cotirfe  through  Buckmg’namfhire, 
479.  Commiffion  of  fewers  for  eleanfmg  it, 
ibid.  Its  fifh,  ibid. 

Thames  river,  its  courfe  as  a boundary  to  Berkfhire, 
193.  Bridges  over  it,  ibid.  Attempts  at  im- 
proving the  navigation,  194,  Its  courfe  as  a 
boundary  to  Buckinghamfhire,  479. 

Thatcham,  panfh  of  383 — 388. 

Thea'e,  a tithing  of  Tylehurft,  39c. 

Thsed  family,  tombs  of  at  Mentmore,  0. 06 . 
Thomond,  Marquis  of,  his  feat  at  Taplow,  470. 
646. 

Thompfon  family,  monuments  of  at  Hufborn-Crawley, 
ICI.  At  Bradfield,  246. 

Giles , Bifh  ip  of  Gloucefter,  his  monument 

at  Windfor,  426. 

Thomborough,  panfh  of,  647,  648. 

Thorncote,  in  NorthilL,  manor  of,  1 19. 

Thorney,  a hamlet  of  Iver,  5S7.  • 

Thorn  fee,  in  Little-Miflenden,  manor  of,  60S. 
Thornton,  parith  of,  648,  649. 

Throckmorton  of  Buekland,  Baronet,  182,  183.  232. 
Tombs  of  at  Wefton- Underwood,  66 r. 

— William,  his  tomb  at  Shottelbroke, 

36 4- 

Throckmorlons , in  Ro-xton,  manor  of,  129. 

Thumley,  a hamlet  of  Wcrmenhall,  673. 

Thurleigh,  parifh  of,  140,  141. 

TicJ/ford  Abbey  and  Park,  6 13. 

Tickford-end,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Tidcomb,  in  Kentbury,  manor  of,  305. 

Tidmarjl:,  parifh  of,  388,  3S9. 

Tdbrook,  parifh  of,  14 1. 

Tifworth,  parifh  of,  141. 

’Tinge wick , parifh  of,  649,  630. 

Tingrith,  parifh  of,  141,  J42. 

Tinteynes,  in  Appleton,  manor  of,  234, 


T'pping  family,  181.  Their  tombs  at  Chaddleworth, 


Toddington,  parifh  of,  142,  146.  Market  difufed, 
142.  Manors,  142 — 144.  Church,  144, 

145.  Hofpital,  143,  146. 

Tofle,  in  Sharnbrooke,  manor  of,  13 1. 

Tomb  houfe  at  Windfor,  428. 

Tombs,  ancient,  in  Btdfordfhire,  3 2,  33.  In  Berk- 
fhire,  208 — 210.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  490, 
491. 

Topham  family,  tombs  of  at  Windfor,  433. 

Toternhoe,  parifh  of,  146. 

Cajlle,  33. 

Tothall  end,  in  Hanflape,  manor  of,  372. 

Tottenhoe,  parifh  of,  6f,  651. 

Tournament,  grand,  held  at  Windfor,  by  King  Ed- 
ward  I.  418. 

Toweridge,  in  Weft-Wycombe,  manor  of,  678. 

Towers,  circular,  of  churches,  205. 

Towerfy,  a hamlet  of  Thame,  631. 

T rally  family,  11.  Their  caille  at  Yielden,  136. 

Travers,  Samuel,  increafes  the  number  of  poor 
knights  at  Windfor,  430,  431. 

Trevor  family,  portraits  of  at  Biomham,  61.  Their 
monuments,  62. 


Troughton  family,  tombs  of  at  Hanflape,  373. 
Trouts,  of  a remarkable  fize,  taken  in  the  Kennet, 

19  5- 

Trumbull , Sir  William,  bis  feat  at  Eaft  Hampfted, 
285.  His  monument,  ibid. 

T ruff  el,  Sir  William,  his  monument  at  Shottef- 
broke,  210.  363. 

Tubney,  pari  fit  of,  389. 

Tullef worth,  Adam  de,  his  tomb  at  Tilfworth,  32. 


141. 

Turner  of  Battlefden,  Baronet,  16.  43. 

Tumor,  Sir  Chrijlopher,  his  feat  at  Milton-Ernefl, 

1 i 8. 

Sir  Edmund,  his  benefactions  to  that  parifh, 

1 19. 

Turvey,  parifh  of,  T46,  147. 

Turvey- Abbey , feat  of  J.  Higgins  efq.  146. 

Hall,  ancient  feat  of  the  Mordaunt  family, 

ibid. 

Turwejlon,  parifh  of,  631,  632. 

Tutchen-endxw  Bray,  248. 

Twijfe,  William,  rector  of  Newbury,  321, 
Twyford,  parifh  of,  652. 

a hamlet  of  Hu rft,  302. 

Tylehurjl,  parifh  of,  389,  390. 

Tyringham,  panfh  of,  653. 

Typing  ham  family,  467.  633.  663. 

Tyrrell  of  Thornton,  Baronet,  467.  648. 

— — Monuments  of  the  family  at  Caftletborpe, 

533.  At  Oakley,  615.  At  Stanton  Barry, 

63  3- 

Tythorp,  a hamlet  of  Kingfey,  589. 

• ftal  of  Mrs.  Herbert,  ibid. 
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Ujfngton,  parifh  of,  390,  391. 

— Caftle,  21 3,  214. 

Ufton,  parifh  of,  391,  392. 

■ — Greyjhall,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Nervet,  manor  of,  391. 

Underore  in  Windfor,  manor  of,  433. 

Unton  family,  their  monuments  at  Faringdon,  279. 

Sir  Hairy,  ambafFador  for  Queen  Elizabeth 

to  the  Court  of  France,  his  fpirited  condudt, 
ibid. 

Uphoe,  a hamlet  of  Lavendon,  593- 

Upper -OJfory , Earl  of,  his  feat  at  Ampthill,  14. 
*7-  38>  39- 

Upton,  parifh  of,  653,  634. 

a hamlet  and  manor  in  Blewbury,  244,  243. 

in  Dinton,  manor  of,  350. 

• Court,  633. 

Uptons  in  Great- Kimble,  manor  of,  389. 

Urns,  Roman,  found  in  Bedfordfhire,  24.  In 
Berkfhire,  199. 

U if  wick  Chapel  in  Windfor,  427. 

V. 

Vache,  the,  in  Chalfont  St.  Giles,  a manor  and 
feat  of  the  late  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  334. 

Vach  ell  family,  180.  340,  341. 

Vale  of  Aylefbury,  473.  Of  Bedford,  18.  Of 
White-horfe,  188. 

Vanhattem  family,  monuments  of,  at  Dinton,  551. 

Vatdore,  Sir  Peter,  his  monument  at  Tylehurft, 
389. 

Vanfittart  family,  1 86. 

Vauxes  in  Stewkley,  manor  of,  633. 

Vavafor , Anne,  her  monument  at  Quarendom, 
624. 

Ventris , Sir  Charles,  his  efcape  from  afTaffmation, 
63. 

Verney  family,  467.  Their  portraits  at  Middle- 
Claydon,  343.  Monuments  there,  ibid. 

Vernon,  Sir  Edward,  his  monument  at  Binfield, 
241. 

Verulam,  Lady,  widow  of  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon, 
her  tomb  at  Ey  worth,  83. 

Views,  remarkable  in  Bedfordfhire,  x8.  In  Berk- 
fhire, 191.  In  Buckinghamfhire,  476,477. 

Vigerous  family,  tombs  of,  at  Arlefey,  40. 

Vyfe,  General,  his  feat  at  Stoke-Poges,  640. 

W. 

IVaddefdon,  parifh  of,  654 — 637. 

Wadley  in  Faringdon,  the  feat  of  W.  Y.  Mills 
efq.  278. 


Wadloes  in  Toddington,  manor  of,  144. 

Wadlowe,  formerly  a hamlet  of  Toddington,  now 
depopulated,  143. 

Walnes  in  Everfholt,  manor  of,  82. 

Waldegrave,  Earl  of,  his  monument  at  Eton,  339. 

Waldridge  in  Dinton,  manor  of,  53°. 

Waller  family , 468.  686.  Tombs  of,  at  Beacons- 
field,  308. 

Edmund,  his  feat  at  Hall-Barn,  and  mo- 
nument at  Beaconsfield,  3°7- 

Wallingford,  account  of,  392.  403.  Etymology, 
392.  Hiflory  of  the  caftle  and  honour,  393 — 
398.  The  college,  39S,  399.  Benedidline 
convent,  399.  Corporation,  borough,  mar- 
ket, &c.  ibid.  Population,  400,  401.  Parifh- 
churches,  401 — 403.  Schools  and  alms- 

houfes,  403. 

Wallingford  Bridge,  403, 

Caftle,  393 — 398.  Befieged  by  King 

Stephen,  393.  By  Sir  Roger  Damory,  395. 
Given  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  396.  Made  a 
garrifon  for  King  Charles  I.,  39 7.  Surren- 
dered, ibid. 

Wallingtons  in  Kentbury,  manor  of,  303. 

Walrond family,  tombs  of.  at  Childrey,  260. 

Waltham- Place,  feat  of  George  Grant  efq.  426. 

Laurence,  parifh  of,  403 — 403. 

White,  parifh  of,  405 — 407. 

ftreet,  407. 

Walton,  parifh  of,  637. 

Wantage,  town  and  parifh  of,  407 — 410.  Manors, 
407,  408.  Market,  population,  &c.  408. 
Parifh-church,  408,  409.  Charities,  409. 
410. 

Ward  family,  monuments  of,  at  Hurft,  302. 

Warden,  parifh  of,  147,  148.  The  abbey,  14S. 

Wardhurjl , a hamlet  of  Ivinghoe,  588. 

Warfield,  parifh  of,  410. 

Wargrave,  parifh  of,  410—412. 

Warmefon  in  Waddefdon,  manor  of,  633. 

Warren  family,  468. 

Warrington,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Oiney,  616. 

Warwick,  Countefs  of,  her  almfhoufe  at  Cheneys, 

585- 

Sir  Philip,  his  feat  at  Clapham,  69. 

Wajhingleys  in  Cranfield,  manor  of,  72. 

Wafng,  parifh  of,  412.  Seat  of  William  Mount 
efq.  ibid. 

IVafe  lands  in  Berkfhire,  it} o,  19 j.  In  Bucking- 
fhire,  473. 

Watchfeld,  a hamlet  and  manor  in  Shrivenham, 
369. 

Water -Eaton  in  Blechley,  manor  of,  511,  512. 

IValer-Hall  in  Blechley,  manor  of,  ibid. 

Waterland,  Dr.  buried  at  Windfor,  426. 

Waterfde,  a hamlet  of  Chefham,  538. 

Watlingfreet , its  courfe  through  Bedfordfhire,  25, 
26.  Through  Buckinghamfhire,  484. 

5 E 2 Watlingtons 
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IV atlingtons  in  Edit  Hagbourn,  manor  of,  284. 

Walls , Edward,  liis  Eat  at  Hanflape,  572. 

Woven  don,  parifh  of,  657,  65?. 

Way  family,  their  monuments  at  Denham,  549. 

Benjamin , his  feat  at  Denhain-Placc,  34S, 

549- 

Wayl and -Smith,  an  ancient  ftpulchral  monument, 

2G- 

Weller,  William,  his  feat  at  OlJ-Windfor,  413. 
Weedon  in  Hardwick,  a hamlet  and  manor,  574. 

— Hill,  in  Amcrfhasn,  manor  of,  497. 

Weldon  family,  tombs  of,  at  Cookham,  267. 

Welford,  parifh  of,  412,413.  The  church,  203. 
Well,  holy,  at  Liuchlade,  595. 

Welles  family,  monument  of,  at  Leighton  Bufard, 
104. 

Wendover,  town  and  par; (h  of,  638 — C60. 
Wendover,  Roger,  the  hiflorian,  660. 

Wenlock,  John,  Lord,  particulars  relating  to  him, 
1 07,  108 — 1 1 2.  His  chapel  in  Luton-church, 

1 1 1 — 1 13. 

William  de,  his  fuppofed  tomb  at  Luton, 

111,  1 12. 

Wetiman  family,  468.  Their  monuments  at  Twy- 
ford,  632. 

Wentworth  family,  their  feat,  and  monuments  of,  at 
Toddington,  144,  145.  Lady,  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth’s  miltrefs,  143,  144. 

■ Lady  Maria,  hfcr  monument,  145. 

Well  family,  monuments  of,  at  Bradenham,  519. 
At  Marfworth,  604. 

Hon.  Frederick,  his  feat  at  Culham-Court, 

411. 

JVef.-Brook  in  Boxford,  manor  of,  245. 

Wejlbury,  pari  fit  of,  660. 

. in  Shenley,  Manor  of,  629. 

Wefcote,  a hamlet  of  Sparfholt,  370. 

a hamlet  and  manor  in  Waddefdon,  655, 

656. 

JVeJl-Court  in  Finchampfled,  manor  of,  281. 

in  Shalbourn,  manor  of,  354. 

Wejl-end-houfe  in  Stoke-Poges,  feat  ot  Dr.  Brown- 
ing, 640. 

Wejl-Hide,  in  Luton,  manor  of,  109. 

Wefllinpori-,  a hamlet  of  Dintou,  75°. 

Wejl  mill  in  Shi  ivenham,  manor  of,  366. 

Wejl-moor  in  Langley,  59 1. 

Wejlon,  a hamlet  of  Welford,  413. 

Wefon  Ing,  parifh  of,  149. 

IVeJlon - F urvdle,  parifh  of,  661. 

Wejlon -Underwood,  pari  fit  of,  ibid. 

We/iridye  in  Stretly  (Btrkfhire),  3-7. 
Wejl-thorpe-houfe  in  Little  Marlow,  feat  of  *] 
Wilkinfon,  602. 

We.xham,  parifh  of,  662. 

Whaddon,  pariih  of,  662,  663. 

Chace,  476. 

Hall,  fome  time  the  feat  of  Browi 


Willis,  now'  of  William  Lowndes  efq.  66 2 , 

6% 

Wharton  family,  account  of,  670.  Their  feat  at 
Wooburn,  671.  Their  monuments,  ibid. 

JVhatcomb  in  Great  Shefford,  manor  of,  339. 

Wheeler  family , monuments  of,  at  Datchet,  548. 

Whipfmade,  parifh  of,  149. 

JVhiJlley  liberty  in  H urll,  301. 

Whitbread  family,  16. 

Samuel,  his  benefactions  to  Bedford,  51  — 

56.  His  monument  at  Cardington,  65. 

Whitchurch,  parifh  of,  663,  664. 

Whitchurch  family,  tombs  of,  at  Chalfont  St. 
Peter,  533. 

White  family,  tombs  of,  at  Fyfield,  2S2. 

• Sir  Thomas,  native  of  Reading,  347. 

White- Knights , fome  time  a feat  of  the  Engtefields, 
now  of  the  Marquis  of  Blandford,  182. 
38°. 

Horfe,  ancient  figure  in  chalk,  2x3.  391. 

Cullom  of  cleaning,  ibid.  Vale  of,  188. 

White's  Place,  the  feat  of  G.  H.  Leycefter  efq. 
267. 

Whitehead,  Paul,  his  monument  at  Weft-Wy- 
combe,  680. 

Whitley,  a tithing  of  Cumner,  27 j. 

near  Reading,  manor  and  park  of,  341. 

Whitlock,  Sir  BuIJlrode,  buried  at  Fawley,  562. 
Monument  ot  Sir  James,  Hid. 

Whittington  farm  in  Medmenham,  given  to  the  Uni- 
verlity  of  Oxford,  605. 

Whittingham  family,  467. 

Whityngams  in  Great  Kimble,  manor  of,  3^8. 

Wtck  or  Wyhe  river,  courfe  of,  480. 

Wickham,  a hamlet  of  Welford,  413. 

Wickham,  William  of,  the  architect  of  Windfor 
Caltle,  418. 

Widmer  in  Great  Marlow,  manor  of,  599,  6co. 

Wigg  family,  tombs  of,  at  Mentmore,  606. 

Wiggen  in  Cople,  manor  of,  7 1. 

Wightwick  family,  tombs  of,  at  Laurencc-Walt- 
ham,  404. 

Wild  in  Handled  Norris,  287. 

IVildman,  Sir  John  and  his  fon,  anecdotes  of,  367 
— Their  monument  at  Shrivenham,  ibid. 

Wdhamfled,  parifll  of,  130. 

Wilkes,  John,  refides  at  Aylefbury,  and  re  preterit  9 
the  borough,  505. 

Willinfon,  Thomas,  his  feat  at  Little  Marlow',  602. 

Wilts  family,  their  monument  at  Leighton- Eufard, 
104. 

Willaume  family,  17. 

Willcs,  Mr.  Juliice,  his  monument  at  Burnham, 

532- 

William  the  Conqueror  at  Abingdon,  220.  Receives 
the  fubmilfion  of  the  Englifh  nobility  at  Wal- 
lingford, 393.  Refides  at  Windfor,  416. 

William  Rufus  refides  at  Windfor,  4 id. 


William 
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WiUiam  III.  King,  refidcs  at  Windfor,  420.  Vi- 
fits  tlie  Earl  of  Portland  at  Bulflrode,  654. 
Vifits  Loid  Wliarton  at  Wooburn,  67c. 

Williams,  Erasmus,  his  monument  at  Tingtwick, 
•649,  650. 

• Mrs.  her  fmgular  good  fortune  in  the 

lottery,  299. 

WWington,  pariflt  of,  I 30,  x 5 1.  The  church,  40.  151. 

Willis  Browne,  reprefents  the  borough  of  Buck- 
ingham, ^25.  His  benefaftion  to  the  church 
of  Bletchly,  512.  Procures  fubferiptions  for 
rebuilding  the  chapel  at  Fenny- St  rat  lord,  513. 
Interred  there,  his  epitaph,  314.  His  col- 
leftions  towards  a hiltory  of  the  County  of 
Bucks,  494.  514,  515.  His  feat  at  Whad- 
don-Hall,  662. 

Thomas,  tomb  of,  at  Hinkfey,  293. 

Willoughby,  Catherine,  Lady,  her  monument  at 
Great  Marlow,  600. 

[Pillows,  the,  a villa  of  Mr.  Townly  Ward,  249. 

Wills,  Thomas,  feventy  years  reftor  of  Carlton  and 
Chillington  in  Bedfordfhire,  66. 

Wilton  Park,  the  feat  ~of  James  Dupre  efq.  50S. 

IVimington,  parifh  of,  151,  1J2.  The  church,  29. 

15c  J52- 

Winchcombe , of  Bucklebury,  Baronet,  179.  253. 

Their  tombs,  254. 

Lady  Frances,  her  fchocl  at  Thatcham, 

386. 

. John,  commonly  called  Jack  of  New- 

bury, particulars  relating  to,  320.  His  fup- 
pofed  portraits,  Uhl. 

Winchendon , Upper,  parifh  of,  664.  Seat  of  the 
Wharton  family,  and  its  fine  gardens,  ibid, 

- Tower,  parifh  of,  665. 

Winchtjler , John , Marquis  of,  his  feat  at  Englc- 
field,  275.  His  monument,  275,  276. 

Windelank,  Sir  Francis,  born  at  Haines-Hill,  3or. 

Wiudfor-New,  account  of,  415 — 436.  Hiltory  of 
the  callle.  416 — 420.  Defcription  of  the 
callle,  420,  421.  423. — 431.  Account  of 

the  Order  of  the  Garter,  421 — 423.  De- 
fcription of  St.  George’s  chapel,  423-  428. 
Poor  Knights,  429 — 431.  Governor  of 

Windfor  Caflle,  431,  432.  The  forelt  and 
park,  432,  433.  Frogmore-houfe,  433. 

Corporation  and  Borough,  433,  434-  County 
goal,  434.  Population,  435.  Pariflt  church, 
ibid.  Schools,  almfhoufes,  &c.  435,  436. 

Windfor,  Great  Park,  432,  433.  Agricultural  ex- 
periments carried  oh  there  by  his  prefent  Ma- 
jelty,  4 33- 

Little  Park,  ibid. 

Windfor-Old,  parifh  of,  413 — 415.  Ancient  pa- 
lace there,  413,  414. 

Windfor - Forefl,  43  2 . 

Wing,  parifh  of,  663 — 667.  Priory,  66 f Park 
and  church,  666. 

8 
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Wingate  family,  12.  Tombs  of  at  Leighton-Bufard, 

104. 

Edmund,  the  arithmetician,  his  feat  at 

Harlington,  90. 

Wingfield  in  Chalgrave,  manor  of,  67. 

Wingrave,  parifh  of,  6 67. 

Winkjield,  pariflt  of,  436 — 43 8. 

Park,  feat  of  Thomas  Bingley  efq.  437. 

Place,  feat  of  Stanlake  Batfon,  ibid. 

Winnerfh  Liberty  in  Hurft,  301. 

Winjldw,  town  and  pariflt  of,  667,  668. 
Winterlourn,  a hamlet  of  Cheveley,  258. 

Wintle,  Thomas,  reft  or  of  Brightwell,  23  I . 
Wimuood,  Sir  Ralph,  his  feat  at  Ditton,  639. 

■ Richard,  his  monument  at  Quainton. 

623. 

Witham,  parifh  of,  438,  439. 

Houfe,  anciently  a feat  of  the  Harcourt 

family,  now  of  the  Earl  of  Abingdon,  21 2S 
213.  438,  439. 

Wiitenham,  Little,  pariflt  of,  439,  440. 

Long,  pariflt  of,  440,  441. 

Wittcwronge,  of  Stanton-Barry,  Baronet,  632. 
Monuments  of  the  family,  633.  Sir  John 
outlawed  for  murder,  632.  Sir  William,  the 
laft  Baronet,  governor  of  the  poor  Knights 
of  Windfor,  ibid. 

Woad  cultivated  in  Buckinghamlhire,  18. 

Woburn,  town  and  parifh  of,  132. — 134. 

Abbey,  account  of,  152.  Seat  of  the 

Duke  of  Bedford,  14.  132,  153.  Park  and 
farm-yard,  133. 

Wode,  Margaret,  her  tomb,  389. 

IVokefeld  itt  Stratfield-Mortimer,  manor  of,  373. 

37*5* 

Wokingham,  town  and  parifh  of,  441 — 443.  Mar- 
kets, fairs,  &c.  441.  Manors,  church,  See. 
442.  Bencfaftions,  442,  443. 

Wolhampton,  parifh  of,  444. 

Woliafcot  family,  1S0.  Tombs  of  at  Brimpton, 
251. 

Wofey,  Cardinal , builds  a coftly  monument  for 
himfeli  at  Windfor,  428. 

Wolvely,  or  IVolly  Fines,  in  White- Waltham,  ma- 
nor of,  406. 

Wolverton,  parifh  of,  658,  669. 

IVoouurn,  parifh  of,  669 — 671.  Bifhop  of  Lin- 
coln’s palace,  670. 

Deynconrt,  manor  of,  67:. 

Wood-end  in  Cople,  feat  of  the  Lukes,  71. 

in  Plarlington,  feat  of  the  Aflreys,  9c, 

Woodham,  a hamlet  of  Waddefdon,  636. 
Woodhay-lVeJl,  parifh  of,  443,  444. 

W 00 dhull- Grange,  in  Mepperfhall,  manor  of,  117. 
Wood-lands  in  Bedfordfhire,  17.  In  Berkfhire,  191. 

In  Buckinghamfhire,  476. 

Woodley-Lodge  in  Sunning,  late  the  feat  of  Lord 
Sidmouth,  now  of  Mr.  Wheeble,  381. 

W oodnoth 
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Woodnolh  family , tombs  of,  at  Thorn  borough,  448. 

Woodfide-houfe , feat  of  Dr.  Ogilvie,  415. 

Woodward,  George,  his  monument  at  Hillefdon, 
5/9- 

Woolley- Park , the  feat  of  the  Rev.  Philip  Wrough- 
ton,  257,  258. 

Wooljlon , a hamlet  of  Uffington,  391. 

Woolf  on- Magna,  parifli  of,  672. 

•  Parva,  parifli  of,  ibid. 

Wootton,  parifli  of,  x54> 

IVorccJler , Charles,  Earl  of,  his  monument  at 
Windfor,  426. 

Word  in  Faringdon,  manor  of,  278. 

Wormenhall,  parifli  of,  672,  673. 

W ormfall  in  Kentbury,  306. 

Worthy , Sir  Richard,  his  monument  at  Windfor, 
426. 

W otton  in  Berkfhire,  parifli  of,  444. 

■ Underwood,  parifli  of,  673,  674. 

•  Houfe,  feat  of  the  Grenvilles,  673. 

Wotton,  Dr.  reftor  of  Milton-Keynes,  606. 

Sir  Henry,  his  tomb  at  Eton,  559. 

Woughton,  parifli  of,  674. 

Wreck-hall  in  Hitchenden,  580. 

Wrejl -Park , feat  of  Lady  Lucas,  85,  86. 

Wrejllingworth,  parifli  of,  155,  136* 

Wright,  Alderman,  his  monument  at  Staines,  682. 

Wrighte,  Lord  Keeper,  his  monument  at  Gay- 
lnirft,  565. 

IV roxill,  a hamlet  of  Marflon-Morteyno,  114,  115. 
Chapel,  1 1 4.  Manor,  115. 

Wybofton  in  Eaton  Socon,  manor  of,  80. 

Wycombe,  High,  or  Chipping,  town  and  parifli  of, 
674 — 678.  Market  and  borough,  674.  Po- 
pulation, manois,  &c.  673,  676.  Parifli 

church,  676,  677.  Charities,  &c.  677. 

Mditary  College,  677,678. 

Abbey,  feat  of  Lord  Carrington,  676. 

Wycombe,  Wejl , parifh  of,  678 — 680. 


Wycombe- Houfe,  feat  of  Sir  John  Dafhwood  King} 
679. 

Wyfield,  or  Wfehold , in  Boxford,  manor  of,  243. 
Wyghtam  family,  tombs  of  at  Witham,  439. 

Wyke  in  Faringdon,  manor  of,  277. 

Wylingejham  in  Faringdon,  manor  of,  278. 

Wyllien,  parifli  of,  680,  681. 

Wymondefold,  tombs  of  at  Loekinge,  3 13. 
Wyrardijbury,  parifli  of,  681,  682. 

Wyvelfgate  in  Wendover,  manor  of,  659, 

X. 

Ximenes,  Moris , his  feat  at  Bear-Place,  41 1. 

Y. 


j Tate,  of  Buckland,  Baronet,  182.  252.  Tombs 
of  the  family  at  Buckland,  253.  At  Han- 
ney,  289. 

Yattendon,  parifli  of,  443*  446.  Ancient  feat  of 
the  Norris  family,  445. 

Yew-tree,  large,  at  Bucklebury,  234.  At  Hed- 
for,  378.  At  Stowe,  643.  At  Ankerwyke, 
681. 

Yielden,  parifli  of,  136.  Caftle  of  the  Barony  of 
Trally,  ibid. 

Yonge,  Roger,  his  tomb  at  Bafilden,  239. 

Yorke,  John,  his  tomb  at  Hagbourn,  284. 


Z. 

Zouche  family,  11.  Tombs  of  at  Clifton-Reynes, 
545-  . 

Zouches  in  Caddington,  manor  of,  62. 

in  Ellefborough,  manor  of,  535. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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E R R A T A, 

8,  dele  St. 

I,  for  rove  over. 

— 34,  for  Albrena  read  Albreda. 

— 12,  for  Wheatenhurft  read  Whethamfted 

— . 14,  for  freeman  read  freemen, 

in  the  notes , for  Stratten  read  Barnett. 

— 19,  ?.nd  81,  1.  26,  for  Norman  read  Saxon 

— 9,  for  Bathonian  read  Bathonia. 

89  — penult,  for  1672  read  1671. 

29,  for  Farmer  read  Fermor. 

" r Morteye  read  Morteyne. 

■ foreign  read  alien. 

Kellegrew  read  Killegrew. 

Ifabella  read  Ifolda. 

Pottinger  read  Potenger. 
the  tirft  column,  for  Elridge  read  Ebridge. 

he  firft  column  of  gentlemen’s  feats,  and  p.  40,  1.  13,  for  Mofes  read  Moris, 
he  firft  column,  for  Atkyns  read  Atkins. 

90,  1.  6. — p.  193,  1.  1 — p.  201,  1.  3,  of  the  notes.—  p.  202,  1.  1,  of  thenotarj 
.21,  for  Beke  read  Beeke. 
jo.  ouilt  read  rebuilt. 

in  the  note,  for  Stratfield -Turgln  read  Stratfield-TW^Tr. 

— ult.  for  Lelands  read  Leland. 

— 30,  for  two  read  three. 

— 28,  for  Rich  read  Richard. 

— 2,  for  the  Earl  of  Dorchefter  read  Lord  Dorchefter. 

— 17  and  18,  dele  “ who  is  a minor;”  and  p.  249,  1.  13,  16,  dele  “ a minor.” 

— 6,  for  Stoke  read  Stokes. 

— 9,  for  father  read  grandfather. 

— 2,  and  p.  3 1 1,  1.  3,  for  Stevens  read  Stephens. 

— 2 6,  after  Burfif.ld  read  or  Burchfield. 

— 19,  for  Crenden  read  Crendon. 

— 31,  for  Ranfon  read  Ranfom. 

— 15,  after  “ name”  infert  “ of.” 

— 19,  after  “ and”  read  “ is.” 

— 15,  fur  Paverell  read  Peverell. 

— 3,  for  Bromehall  read  Bromehale. 

— 19,  for  Barber  read  Baber. 

— penult,  for  Somety  read  Somery. 

— 13,  for  Antiquarians  read  antiquaries. 

— 30,  for  Clapcoe  read  Clapcote. 

— 17,  for  Perey  read  Percy. 

— — in  the  lower  notes,  for  Drokensfend  read  Drokensford. 

— 13,  dele  the  words  “ the  late.’’ 

— 1,  after  the  late  Duke  read  of  Cumberland. 

— 28,  for  Wenman  read  William. 

— — in  the  firft  column,  and  p.  392 

— 16,  for  Lathburg  read  Lathbury. 

— 23,  for  thirteenth  read  fourteenth. 

— 17,  for  1738  read  1748. 

— 13,  for  1217  read  J2I3. 

— 3,  for  Fernival  read  Furnivall. 

— 14,  for  Ayotes  read  Ayetes. 

— 6,  for  Che(ham  read  Amerfham. 

— 23,  and  373,  1.  7,  for  Charles  read  George. 

— • 6,  for  Luder  read  Luda. 

— 1,  after  found  read  in  the  calendars. 

— 34,  for  Godic  read  Godric. 

— 13,  for  South  weft  read  North-weft. 

— 31,  for  whofe  mother  read  whofe  wife’s  mother. 

— 23,  for  Jeroife  read  Jervoile. 


1.  1 1,  for  Dawkins  read  Dawki*- 


INDEX. 


In  confeqtience  of  fome  Additions  made  to  Sheet  4 S,  after  the  Index  was  printed  off,  the  following 
Names  are  to  be  added. 


Alphonfo>  686. 
Blythe,  687. 


Rotheram,  683 — 63y. 
Smyth,  683. 

Symonds,  685. 
Worthington,  685. 


Knollys,  68^' 
Loder,  685. 


fe  65. 


Bourdeaux,  686. 


Glouceller,  686. 
Hooton,  688. 
Jervoife,  688. 


Pla- 


in the  reference  to  Archer,  for  68  read  684. 


ERRATA  in  the  INDEX  of  NAMES. 
For  Suffolk  read  Suffolk. 


IN  THE  GENERAL  INDEX. 

Page  713,  Cel.  j,  1.  7,  for  St.  John  read  Sir  John. 
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